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EDITORIAL. 


"THE     ENGLISH     NURSE     IS     WORTH 
WORKING     FOR." 

In  another  column  we  record  the  opinion 
formed  by  a  Greek  lady  on  her  observation 
of  the  work  of  the  Unit  of  Nurses  selected  to 
nurse  the  Greek  sick  and  wounded  : — **  The 
Eng"lish  nurse  is  worth  workings  for."  We 
are  g'lad  that  the  best  traditions  of  our  pro- 
fession have  been  upheld,  as  we  felt  sure  they 
would  be,  by  the  Unit,  so  that  the  reputation 
of  Eng-lish  nurses  continues  to  stand  high  in  the 
Near  East. 

The  sentence,  written  in  connection  with  our 
work  for  the  organisation  of  nurses,  made  us 
consider  for  a  moment  what  nurses — what 
members  of  any  profession,  for  that  matter — are 
worth  working  and  lighting  for,  which  means 
making  sacrifices  for.  We  concluded  that  the 
qualities  which  inspire  faith  and  self-sacrifice 
are  courage,  honour,  truth,  gentleness,  tender- 
ness, endurance.  With  the  best  of  goodwill 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  fight  for  better 
conditions  for  those  who  prove  themselves 
cowardly,  dishonourable,  untruthful,  cruel, 
mean,  and  treacherous.  To  fight  well  one 
must  have  as  one's  objective  a  cause  in  which 
one  has  faith  and  pride.  Would  it  be  possible 
to  fight  for  cowards  ?  Only  on  the  ground  that 
they  were  slaves,  who  had  been  rendered 
cowardly  by  the  whip  hand  which  their  masters 
held  over  them,  and  that  the  majority  preferred 
to  cringe,  to  risking  the  descent  of  the  lash, 
while  here  and  there,  rising  superior  to  en- 
vironment, were  to  be  found  a  few  brave 
spirits,  indicating  what  all  might  become  under 
different  conditions.     That  by  the  way. 

The  British  Nurse  has  over  and  over  again 
proved     her    worth,     her     skill,     her    physical 


courage.  She  proved  it  up  to  the  hilt  in  the 
Great  War;  she  has  proved  it,  indeed,  when- 
ever she  has  had  the  opportunity  of  so  doing. 
All  the  world  over  we  can  say,  without  being 
vain-glorious,  the  work  of  none  commands 
greater  respect  and  admiration. 

Beyond  her  practical  work  which,  in  the  past, 
has  absorbed  most  of  her  energies,  she  is  now 
confronted  with  her  duties  in  connection  with 
the  consolidation  of  the  Nursing  Profession. 

For  the  first  time  now  she  is  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  helping  to  control  her  own  pro- 
fessional destinies,  for  when  the  State  Register 
is  published,  in  or  about  July  of  this  year,  the 
nurses  of  England  and  Wales  will,  thence- 
forth,, become  a  concrete  profession,  and  they 
will  then  have  to  learn  the  art  of  taking  cor- 
porate action,  of  making  personal  interests 
subsidiary  to  the  common  good. 

These  are  points  in  which  women  are,  so  far, 
not  so  well  informed,  not  so  well  organised,  as 
men.  With  men,  to  play  for  one's  side,  not 
for  oneself,  is  a  lesson  learnt  in  the  playing 
fields  of  our  public  schools,  in  the  Navy,  the 
Army,  and  in  business  life.  The  lives  of  women 
have  always  been  more  restricted  and  indi- 
vidualistic. 

Nurses  will  therefore  be  well  advised  to 
study  what  qualities  the  members  of  other  pro- 
fessions have  brought  to  them  to  make  their 
organisation  a  success,  and,  having  noted 
them,  to  take  pains  to  develop  them.  Chief 
amongst  them  we  would  place  moral  courage 
and  honourable  dealing.  We  commend,  as  a 
New  Year's  Resolution,  a  determination  to 
cultivate  them.  In  the  untrodden  path  in  which 
their  feet  are  now  set  English  nurses  will  need 
tnie  friends  and  helpers.  Let  them  prove  that 
as  in  practical  so  in  corporate  matters  *'  the 
English  nuTsie  is  worth  working  for." 
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OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


WHAT  IS  JAUNDICE?  IN  WHAT  WAY  DO  THE  URINE 
AND  F/ECES  IN  I  HIS  COMPLAINT  DIFFER  FROM  THE 
NORMAL?  DESCRIBE  THE  AFTER  I  REATMbNT  OF  A 
PATIENT  WHO  HAS  HaD  THb  OPERATION  OF  CHOLE- 
CYiTOTOMY    PERFORMED. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Henrietta  Ballard,  Garrett 
Anderson  Hospital,  Euston  Road,  N.W. i. 

prize    paper. 

Jaundice. 

Jaundice,  or  icterus,  is  an  affection  of  the 
liver  characterised  by  a  staining  of  the  skin 
and  mucous  membrane  by  bile  pigment  in  the 
blood  circulation,  and  is  due  to  the  absorption 
of  bile  by  the  blood.  Foreign  bodies, 
stones,  faecal  matter,  or  inflammatory  condi- 
tions and  growths,  or  abnormally  thick  bile, 
cause  an  obstruction  in  its  passage  from  the 
liver  to  the  duodenum. 

The  urine  in  jaundice  is  a  dark  brown  or 
greenish  colour ;  the  colour  varies  with  the 
amount  of  bile,  and  in  fatal  cases  may  be 
almost  black. 

The  stools  are  pasty,  whitish,  clay  coloured, 
owing  to  the  absence  of  bile  and  incomplete 
absorption  of  fats,  and  are  offensive. 

Cholecystotomy. 

Cholecy stotomy  is  the  operation  performed 
to  make  an  opening  into  the  gall  bladder  and 
remove  obstruction,  or  for  draining  in  inflam- 
matory conditions.  After  the  operation  a  fairly 
long  drainage  tube  is  inserted  into  the  gall 
bladder,  and  a  vessel,  such  as  a  medicine 
bottle  §  iv,  or  baby's  feeding-bottle,  sterilised 
and  containing  about  §ii  of  antiseptic  lotion, 
is  arranged  so  that  the  free  end  of  drainage 
tube  will  remain  in  same  without  causing  any 
pressure  or  slipping  out  of  place.  The  bile 
usually  does  not  flow  for  some  hours  after  the 
operation.  There  may  be  much  shock  after 
this  operation.  Get  patient  in  warm  bed  as 
quickly  as  possible,  and  rectal  saline  or  other 
injections  may  be  necessary.  Have  patient  in 
Fowler's  position.  Flatus  and  distension  may 
be  causing  much  discomfort,  and  may  be  re- 
lieved by  the  passing  of  a  rectal  tube  or  by 
turpentine  enema.  Watch  temperature  and 
pulse ;  record  one  hour  after  operation,  and 
then  four-hourly.  Do  not  give  anything  by 
mouth  for  at  least  twelve  hours,  and  it  is  best 
to  ask  surgeon  as  to  his  method  of  feeding 
these  cases. 

The  mouth  may  be  rinsed  out  with  lemon  or 
soda  water. 


Watch  the  urine  passed ;  measure  and  save 
specimen,  and  if  retention  is  present  and  urine 
cannot  be  passed  normally  in  twelve  hours, 
pass  a  catheter. 

Calomel  may  be  ordered  on  the  second  day, 
and  an  enema  if  necessary,  and  a  specimen  of 
stool  must  be  saved  for  inspection. 

The  drainage  tube  may  be  removed  or  just 
changed  the  second  day,  and  stitches  are 
usually  left  about  ten  days.  Haemorrhage  and 
sepsis  must  be  watched  for,  especially  the 
former,  which  might  come  from  very  small 
vessels  and  yet  have  fatal  results,  either  by 
flowing  outside  or  by  the  formation  of  haema- 
toma  inside. 

Vomiting  may  be  troublesome,  but  usually 
passes  off.  Support  wound  with  the  hand  if 
patient  vomits,  coughs,  or  has  hiccough ;  the 
latter  is  a  serious  condition  in  abdominal  cases, 
and  must  be  immediately  reported  to  the 
surgeon. 

Drugs  may  be  ordered,  especially  in  nervous 
subjects,  in  the  form  of  sedatives,  as  sleep  is  a 
great  healer  in  these  people. 

The  patient  should  not  be  disturbed  more 
than  necessary  on  the  first  day,  but  after  may 
be  well  washed  daily  as  ordinary  abdominal 
cases,  but  much  care  must  be  taken  to  avoid 
chills;  extra  clothing,  &c.,  must  not  be  dis- 
pensed with  at  once,  and  a  delicate  patient  is 
better  wearing  a  cotton-wool  jacket  than  risk- 
ing chest  complications. 

Absolute  rest  is  essential,  and  visitors  must 
not  be  allowed  until  surgeon's  permission  is 
obtained.  Comfort  is  the  one  thing  a  patient 
appreciates  most.  See  that  patient  has  pillows 
arranged  to  keep  him  well  up  and  not  pushing 
him  forward  ;  a  bolster  under  the  flexed  knees 
tied  to  head  of  bed  and  a  pillow  under  each 
elbow  will  often  prevent  the  tiresome  cramps 
which  occur.  Bedsores  must  be  guarded 
against,  and  an  air-ring  used. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  M.  James,  Miss  P. 
Thomson,  Miss  J.  Robinson. 

Miss  M.  James  writes: — "In  obstructed 
jaundice  the  bile  is  chiefly  eliminated  by  the 
kidneys,  the  action  of  which  should  be  assisted 
by  copious  draughts  of  warm  liquids,  by  wear- 
ing warm  clothing,  and  taking  Turkish  baths." 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

How  does  water  become  contaminated? 
What  diseases  may  follow  the  drinking  of 
impure  water?  Mention  the  principal  methods 
by  which  water  may  be  purified. 


January  7,    1922 


Zbc  Briiisb  3ournal  ot  IRur^mo. 


NURSING    ECHOES. 


Nurses  are  required  immediately  for  tem- 
porary service  in  the  grade  of  staff  nurse  with 
British  troops  in  India. 

Inquiries  should  be  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tary, Military  Department,  India  Office, 
Whitehall,  S.W.i,  marked  "Temporary 
nurses." 


An  admirable  article  by  Miss  Rosaline 
,  Masson  appears  in  Time  and  Tide,  December 
23rd,  on  "Nurses'  Pensions,"  well  worthy  of 
perusal.  After  reviewing  present  conditions 
the  writer  comes  to  the  conclusion  "  that  the 
balance  of  opinion  is  in  favour  of  a  Federated 
Scheme — and  certainly  on  a  contributory  basis 
— the  nurses'  contribution  being,  as  in  the 
Universities,  say,  5  per  cent,  of  their  pay  (in- 
cluding emoluments),  deducted  from  their 
salaries,  and  the  Hospitals'  contribution  being, 
say,  10  per  cent.  Such  a  contributory  scheme 
would  have  the  recommendation  that  it  would 
necessitate  higher  salaries  in  order  to  allow 
deductions  for  pensions,  which  the  present 
wholly  inadequate  salaries  certainly  could  not 
stand." 

This  resolves  itself  practically  into  the  hos- 
pitals paying  the  whole  increased  cost  of 
Nurses'  Pensions. 

Miss  Masson  touches  on  the  undoubted  un- 
popularity of  the  Unemployment  Insurance 
Act,  and  lays  stress  on  a  point  we  have  already 
mentioned,  that  as  hospital  nurses  are  seldom 
out  of  employment,  the  unemployment  benefit 
for  which  they  are  compelled  to  contribute  goes 
to  support  the  lazy  and  inefficient  of  other 
classes  of  workers,  and  she  considers  that  if 
an  amending  clause  could  be  introduced  into 
the  Act,  allowing  the  contributions  of  nurses 
and  of  their  employers  to  be  diverted  to  form 
a  pension  scheme  for  nurses,  it  is  held  by  those 
within  the  profession  that  real  good  might  be 
gained,  for  it  is  undeniable  that  a  superannua- 
tion benefit  or  pension  scheme  would  be  of 
much  more  practical  benefit  to  nurses  as  a  class 
than  would  be  unemployment  benefit. 

Representatives  of  several  of  the  chief 
nurses'  organisations  have  already  had  a  con- 
ference with  the  Minister  of  Labour  on  the 
question,  and  he  promised  to  meet  the  deputa- 
tion again  after  he  has  surveved  the  subject. 


We  have  inquired  into  the  matter,  and  find 
there  is  a  wide  diversity  of  opinion  on  it.  One 
group  considers  the  hospitals  cannot  possibly 
at  the  present  time  undertake  further  expend^ 


ture  on  their  Nursing  Departments ;  their  cost 
has  risen  enormously  of  recent  years.  Another 
wishes  to  be  left  entirely  free  :  matrimony, 
emigration,  "a  whole  floor  full  of  things  may 
happen."  A  third  expresses  the  opinion  that 
unless  the  profession  of  Nursing  is  going  to 
receive  more  encouragement — as  to  eouca- 
tional  facilities  and  personal  independence — it 
is  going,  like  the  Arab,  "  to  fold  its  tents  and 
silently  steal  away." 


.And  this  reminds  us  that  the  opp>osition  of 
Guardians  of  the  smaller  Infirmaries  to  the 
Syllabus  for  General  Training  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  and  its  continued  hold  up, 
is  having  a  most  unfortunate  influence  by  dis- 
couraging the  type  of  woman  we  want  from 
entering  hospitals  for  training. 


Miss  Monk,  Matron  of  the  London  Hos- 
pital, has  taken  the  press  into  her  confidence. 
She  states  that  in  order  to  keep  the  supply  of 
probationer  nurses  up  to  the  minimum  de- 
manded for  the  ward  requirements,  208  girls 
must  go  through  the  preliminary  course 
annually  at  Tredegar  House.  Last  year  no 
more  than  156  came  forward.  The  next  course 
about  to  open  will  do  so  with  seventeen  girls 
in  place  of  the  thirty-two  that  are  needed. 

The  contrast  is  the  more  marked  if  the 
eagerness  of  girls  to  take  up  nursing  in  the 
closing  decade  of  the  last  and  opening  years 
of  the  present  century  can  be  recalled.  Miss 
Monk  herself  had  to  wait  seven  months  for  a 
vacancy  twenty-one  years  ago,  when  she 
desired  to  start  upon  her  own  training,  and 
other  ladies  can  tell  of  similar  experiences. 
There  are,  of  course,  many  more  callings  and 
vocations  open  to  women  than  there  were  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago. 


We  well  remember  that  in  the  early  eighties 
we  received,  as  Matron  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  something  like  2,000  applications  for 
some  50  vacancies  annually,  mostly  from  well- 
educated  young  women,  some  of  whom  are 
leaders  and  strenuous  workers  in  the  nursing 
world  to-day.  That  proves  the  fine  material 
we  had  to  choose  from  in  those  far-off  altruistic 
times.  What  we  are  suffering  from  in  these 
days  is  the  lack  of  the  fine  old  nursing  spirit 
which  defied  the  flesh,  with  its  qualms  and 
langours  and  self-indulgence. 


Forty  years  ago  we  commiserated  a  pupil  on 
looking  dead  beat.  "Not  a  bit  of  it,"  she 
replied  with  spirit.     "If  you  think  I  am  going 
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to  give  in  to  this  upstart  body,  I  just  am  not. 
I  mean  to  be  master."  And  "master"  she 
has  apparently  remained,  as  she  is  still  actively 
interested  in  nursing  organisation.  On  re- 
minding her  recently  of  the  above  episode,  she 
said  quite  affectionately,  as  if  speaking  of  a 
pussy  cat,  "I'm  bound  to  own  it's  been  a  very 
good  little  body  !  " 


Lord  Provost  Hutchison  presided  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Scottish  Branch  of 
Queein  Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses, 
held  at  29,  Castle  Terrace,  Edinburgh,  on  De- 
cember 30th,  vi^hen  we  regret  to  state  that  the 
report  presented  showed  a  deficiency  of  over 
;^6,ooo  on  the  year's  working,  at  the  close  of 
accounts  on  October  31st.  This  had  to  be  met 
by  the  sale  of  securities  and  a  consequent  loss 
of  income.  A  Special  Appeal  had  been  issued 
for  funds  to  carry  on  and  extend  the  work,  and 
the  result  had  been  to  obtain,  to  October  15th, 
;£3,472.  It  had  been  necessary  to  apply  that 
to  cuirrent  expenditure.  The  extraordinary 
receipts  had  been  £1,000  in  legacies,  the  sum 
of  £2,^72  from  the  Special  Appeal,  and  a 
special  grant  from  the  Red  Cross  Society  of 
;(j2,ooo.  Owing  to  these  exceptional  receipts, 
the  accounts  for  the  year  had  been  squared, 
but  the  serious  financial  outlook  was  a  cause 
of  great  anxiety  to  the  Council. 

The  report  stated  that  the  position  of  all 
nurses  under  the  Unemployment  Insurance  Act 
of  1920  was  unfortunate,  as  employers  and 
nurses  were  bound  to  contribute,  but  the  nurses 
were  unlikely  to  get  any  advantage  under  the 
Act.  The  Scottish  Council,  in  view  of  their 
Pension  Fund,  made  application  to  the 
Minister  of  Labour  for  exemption  for  Scottish 
Queen's  Nurses,  but  he  decided  that  he  had  not 
power  to  grant  exemption,  as  the  Pension  Fund 
was  not  statutory.  The  Scottish  Council 
thanked  Mr.  William  Graham,  M.P.,  for  the 
support  and  assistance  which  he  gave  them  in 
urging  this  application.  The  Council  were 
at  present  considering  the  advisability  of 
applying  to  Parliament  to  have  the  Pension 
Fund  made  statutory,  in  order  to  get  exempt 
tion  from  payment  under  the  Unemplovment 
Insurance  Act  both  for  aflfiliated  Associations 
and  Scottish  Queen's  Nurses. 


ings  which  can  be  seen,  but  will  remember  also 
that  going  on  daily  in  the  homes  of  the  poor, 
at  most  moderate  cost.  A  Scotchman  likes 
good  value  for  his  money.  He  will  get  it  up 
to  the  hilt  if  he  finances  the  work  of  the 
Q.V.J. I.,  which  is  so  quiet  and  unostentatious 
that  it  is  apt  to  be  overlooked. 


General  Gouraud  has  recently  decorated 
Mile.  Beaulieu,  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
war  nurses  of  France,  with  the  Legion  of 
Honour.  This  impressive  tribute  to  a  brave 
woman  was  accompanied  by  characteristic 
ceremonial. 


The  work  done  by  Queen's  Nurses  is  an  in- 
valuable asset  to  the  nation.  Scotland  is  noted 
for  its  princely  gifts  to  its  hospitals,  and  we 
hope  that  benefactors  will  not  only  show  their 
appreciation   of  nursing  carried   out   in   build- 


Many  trained  nurses  who  worked  in  France 
during  the  war  and  are  now  helping  in  the 
devastated  districts  are  warmly  in  favour  of 
the  Entente,  which,  financial  disintegrating  in- 
fluences are  apparently  endangering.  One  nurse 
writes  :  "  Has  the  world  so  soon  forgotten  that 
it  was  before  all  things  the  heroism  of  France 
which  withstood  the  onslaught  of  barbarism 
and  saved  the  world  from  the  horrors  of  its 
triumph.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  war  cry  of 
Verdun,  '  lis  ne  passeronts  pas,'  where  should 
i«e  have  been?  Do  reprint  the  enclosed  verses  : 
I  know  these  five  lovely  rivers." 

THE     RIVERS    OF     FRANCE. 

The  rivers  of  France  are  ten  score  and  twain, 
But  five  are  the  names  that  we  know — 

The  Marne,  the  Vesle,  the  Ourcq,  and  the  Aisne, 
And  the  Somme  of  the  swampy  flow. 

The  rivers  of  France,  from  source  to  the  sea, 

Are  nourished  by  many  a  rill ; 
But  these  five,  if  ever  a  drought  there  be, 

The  fountains   of  sorrow  would  fill. 

The  rivers  of  France  shine  silvery  white. 

But  the  waters  of  five  are  red 
With  the  richest  blood,  in  the  fiercest  fight 

For  the  Freedom,  that  ever  was  shed. 

The  rivers  of  France  sing  soft  as  they  run. 
But  five  have  a  song  of  their  own, 

That  hymns  the  fall  of  the  arrogant  one 
And  the  proud  cast  down  from  his  throne. 

The  rivers  of  France  all  quietly  take 
To  sleep  in  the  house  of  their  birth. 

But  the  carnadined  wave  of  five  shall  break 
On  the  uttermost  strands  of  earth. 

Five  rivers  of  France,  see  their  names  are  writ 

On  a  banner  of  crimson  and  gold. 
And  the  glory  of  those  who  fashioned  it 

Shall  nevermore  cease  to  be  told. 

— H.J.M.,  in   "  Nursing  Journal  of  India." 
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MEETING    OF    THE     INTERNATIONAL 
COUNCIL    OF    NURSES. 


GENERAL    NURSING    COUNCIL 
ENGLAND  AND  WALLS. 


FOR 


A  meeting-  of  the  International  Council  of 
Nurses  for  the  transaction  of  business  is  to 
be  held  at  Copenhag^en  during  the  week 
May  22nd  to  27th,  1922.  The  invitations  will 
be  issued  by  Mrs.  Henny  Tscherningf,  President 
of  the  International  Council  and  the  Danish 
Nurses'  Association.  The  arrangements  are 
being"  ag^reed  between  Mrs.  Tscherning  and 
Miss  L.  L.  Dock,  Hon.  Secretary,  and  Miss  M. 
Breay,  Hon.  Treasurer. 

Coj>enhagen  is  a  lovely  city,  and  the  Danish 
Nurses'  Association  very  efficiently  organised, 
so  the  invitation  will,  we  feel  sure,  meet  with 
hearty  response.  At  present  the  following 
National  Associations  of  Nurses  form  the 
International  Council  : — The  National  Council 
of  Nurses  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the 
American  Nurses'  Association,  the  Canadian 
Nurses'  Association,  the  New  Zealand  Nurses' 
Association,  the  Trained  Nurses'  Association  of 
India,  the  German  Nurses'  Association,  the 
Dutch  Nurses'  Association  (Nosokomos),  the 
Danish  Nurses'  Association,  and  the  Nurses' 
Association  of  Finland. 

Applications  for  affiliation  have  been  received 
from  the  Norweg^ian,  Italian,  and  Chinese 
Nurses'  organisations,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  Trained  Nurses'  Association  of  South 
Africa  will  also  be  ready  to  come  in.  The 
Danish  nurses  are  anxious  to  discuss  several 
questions  of  international  interest. 

A  meeting  of  our  National  Council  will  be 
held  at  an  early  date,  when  it  is  hoped  to  admit 
new  Leagues  of  Nurses  in  time  to  take  part  in 
discussing-  the  comings  meeting-  at  Copenhagen. 
We  hope  an  IsIa  Stewart  Memorial  deleg-ate 
will  go  to  Denmark  to  carry  on  the  g-reat 
personal  interest  shown  by  the  late  Miss  Isla 
Stew^art  in  international  nursing-  intercourse. 
We  well  remember  when  we  met  on  the  boat 
at  New-  York,  after  the  great  meeting  at 
Buffalo,  U.S.A.,  in  1901,  how  she  laughed  and 
exclaimed,  a  la  Topsy,  "  'Specs  I's  grow'd. " 
Travel,  meeting  our  colleagues  of  other  lands, 
discussing-  and  trying-  to  see  their  point  of  view, 
has  a  wonderful  power  of  making-  us  grow,  and 
w^ithout  growth  we  are  in  sorry  plig-ht. 

Miss  B.  Cutler,  the  Hon.  Secretan-  of  our 
National  Council,  is  preparing-  for  a  long  visit 
tc>  South  Africa  in  the  near  future.  Letters 
addressed  to  the  Office,  431,  Oxford  Street, 
London,  W.,  will  be  dealt  with  bv  Miss  Breay. 


The  Minister  of  Health  has  not  yet  made 
any  official  announcement  concerning  the  con- 
ditional resignations  of  members  from  the 
General  Nursings  Council,  which  is,  of  course, 
eagerly  awaited  by  the  nursing  profession. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  privileges 
g-ranted  to  nurses  by  Parliament  should  not  be 
longer  rendered  ineffective ;  that  the  Minister 
should  summon  and  meet  the.  whole  Council, 
when  the  reasons  for  resignations  should  l)e 
laid  publicly  before  him,  and  the  whole  ques- 
tion for  and  against  discussed.  This  is  not  a 
matter  which  can  be  disposed  of  in  private; 
there  are  too  many  issues  invoJVed,  both  for  the 
Nursing  Profession  and  the  public. 


WHERE  TO  REGISTER. 


Nurses  who  wish  to  be  included  in  the  First 
State  Register  should  not  delay  to  send  in  then- 
Application  Forms. 

In  England  and  Wales. — Apply  to  the  Registrar, 
G.N.C.,  12,  York  Gate,  Regent's  Park,  London, 
N.W. 

In  Scotland. — Apply  to  the  Registrar,  13,  Melville 
Street,  Edinburgh. 

In  Ireland. — Apply  to  the  Registrar,  33,  St. 
Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 


GLIMPSES  OF  CHRISTMAS. 


VIEW  DAY  AT  ST.  MARYLEBONE  INFIRMARY. 

View  Day  at  the  St.  Marylebone  Infirmary, 
Netting  Hill,  W.,  held  this  Christmas  on  December 
29th,  on  the  invitation  of  Miss  M.  E.  Broadbent, 
Chairman  of  the  Infirmary  Committee,  was  a  very 
pleasant  function.  The  wards  were  on  view  from 
3  to  6  p.m.,  and  tea  was  served  in  the  Board  Room 
at  4  o'clock.  It  is  a  day  for  the  meeting  of  old 
friends,  for  not  only  do  guardians,  rate-payers, 
and  other  friends  of  the  institution  make  a  point 
of  visiting  it,  but  nurses  trained  in  the  Nursing 
School  re-assemble  in  force.  This  year  there  were 
also  other  interesting  visitors,  for  the  group  of 
International  Nursing  Students  now  taking  the 
course  in  public  health  work  at  Bedford  College, 
are  working  in  the  wards  of  the  St.  Marylebone 
Infirmary  two  or  three  days  a  week,  chiefly  in  the 
children's  wards,  as  they  wish  to  see  as  much  as 
possible  of  the  treatment  and  nursing  of  marasmus. 
Miss  Waters  in  charge  of  the  group,  and  some 
of  the  students  were  there  also  on  December  29th, 
keenly  interested  in  all  they  saw  and  heard. 

Miss  Broadbent  gave  great  pleasure  by  visiting 
every  ward  in  the  Infirmary,  no  Ught  undertaking 
when  it  accommodates  some  750  patients.     It  has 
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not  escaped  the  prevailing  epidemic,  and  one  ward 
was  devoted  entirely  to  nurses  suffering  from 
influenza,  of  whom  no  less  than  21  were  warded 
that  day. 

In  these  days,  profuse  greenery  is  no  longer  used 
as  a  decoration,  but  the  result  is  gain  rather  than 
loss.  Monotonous  brown  dados  and  walls  coloured 
with  a  view  to  durability  rather  than  beauty  have 
given  place  to  dados  of  cream  or  primrose  colour 
with  walls  and  ceilings  painted  white,  or  other 
shades  reflecting  light  and  disseminating  cheerful- 
ness. And  Sisters  have  taken  to  studying  colour 
schemes  and  appear  in  the  laundry  with  a  demand 
that  their  screen-covers  shall  be  dyed  a  colour 
that  will  harmonize  or  contrast  pleasantly  with 
the  walls  of  their  wards,  and  shades  and  flowers 
combine  to  make  a-  perfect  whole. 

In  one  ward  all  the  shades  on  the  lights  were 
faintly  tinted  and  bore  blue  birds,  but  orange  was 
a  colour  very  popular  with  the  Sisters  tliis  year. 

In  the  Babies'  Ward  were  all  the  infants  under 
two,  those  above  that  age  were  promoted  to  the 
Children's  Ward  proper.  The  little  boys  who  were 
up  seemed  sturdy,  well-disciplined  little  chaps, 
who  stood  to  attention  and  saluted  the  Matron 
when  she  spoke  to  them  on  going  into  the  ward  ; 
but  many  in  bed  looked  very  acutely  ill. 

The  older  people  seemed  extremely  happy  and 
cheerful.  If  only  Miss  Louisa  Twining,  Miss 
Agnes  Jones,  and  some  of  the  pioneers  who  fought 
such  a  difficult  fight  to  get  adequate  nursing  for 
Poor-Law  patients,  could  visit  our  great  infirmaries 
now  they  would  see  of  the  travail  of  their  souls 
and  be  satisfied. 

A  question  elicited  that  the  Syllabus  of  Nursing 
Education  recommended  by  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales  has  no  terrors  for 
the  authorities  of  St.  Marylebone  Infirmary,  for 
they  are  already  accustomed  to  teaching  all  that 
it  contains  "  probably  more."  The  reputation 
of  the  Infirmary  as  a  Training  School  for  nurses 
has  long  since  been  well  established,  and,  with  the 
direction  of  their  training  in  the  capable  hands  of 
Dr.  Hood,  the  Medical  Superintendent,  and  Miss 
S.  J.  Cockrell,  the  Matron,  we  do  not  doubt  that 
,  the  trainees  of  the  school  will  comport  themselves 
with  credit,  when  the  period  of  grace  for  Registra- 
tion is  over,  and  the  nurses  of  the  future  obtain 
admission  to  the  State  Register  by  tlie  one  portal 
of  the  State  Examination. 

ARTISTIC     TALENT     AT     THE     PRINCE     OF 
WALES'    HOSPITAL. 

The  Prince  of  Wales'  General  Hospital,  Totten- 
ham, kept  high  festival  all  last  week,  the  delightful 
programme  being  given  no  less  than  four  times,  in 
order  that  a  variety  of  audiences  might  participate 
in  the  entertainment  prepared  with  so  much  care 
by  the  Nursing  Staff,  and,  we  may  add,  with  some 
difficulty  also,  for  no  rehearsal  took  place  before 
9.30  p.m. 

The  festivities  ended  on  Saturday,  December 
31st.  with  the  entertainment  of  the  Out-patient 
Old  People  and  others,  followed  by  tea  for  the 
Nurses'  League. 


The  play,  "  The  Dream,"  an  Eastern  fantasy  in 
three  acts,  written  and  arranged  by  Sister  Fowler, 
was  beautifully  designed  and  produced,  and  well 
deserved  its  reception.  The  choruses  by  "  The 
Troupe  "  were  given  with  precision  and  vim,  and 
Nurse  Fairchild  gave  much  pleasure  by  her  violin 
solos.  Then  there  were  songs  by  Sister  Garrard, 
recitations  by  Nurse  Evans,  and  the  dancing  of 
Sisters  Fowler  and  Kinton,  as  Harlequin  and 
Columbine,  was  greatly  enjoyed  and  warmly 
applauded. 

The  sketch,  "  The  Area  Belle,"  a  farce  in  one 
act,  caused  great  amusement.  Penelope  (the 
Area  Belle)  was  acted  by  Nurse  Morgan,  who,  in 
the  supposed  absence  of  "  The  Missus,"  extended 
the  hospitaUty  of  the  kitchen  to  "  Pitcher  "  (Nurse 
Davies)  in  the  Pohce,  and  "  Tosser "  (Sister 
Moase),  in  the  Grenadier  Guards.  The  unexpected 
return  of  "  The  Missus  "  caused,  as  may  be 
imagined,  much  confusion.  Neither  Pitcher  nor 
Tosser,  however,  succeeded  in  securing  the  affec- 
tions of  Penelope,  whose  choice  fell  on  Walter 
Chalks,  a  milkman.  The  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital 
certainly  has  its  share  of  histrionic  talent. 

After  the  entertainment  came  the  Christmas 
Tree,  beautifully  decorated  and  loaded  with  all 
kinds  of  desirable  gifts  for  old  and  young,  dispensed 
by  Father  Christmas. 

In  addition  to  the  tree  there  was  an  enormous 
stocking. 

The  presentation  of  gifts  was  very  well  arranged. 
The  tree.  Father  Christmas,  the  Matron,  Miss 
E.  T.  Bickerton,  and  one  or  two  Sisters  assisting, 
were  in  the  centre  of  a  hollow  square,  everyone 
marched  past,  and  Father  Christmas  handed  each 
a  present  in  turn — blotters,  brooches,  beads,  &c., 
for  father  and  mother ;  trumpets,  drums,  boats, 
and  other  deUghts  for  the  boys,  and  dolls  and  tojrs 
of  various  kinds  for  the  girls.  Everyone  had 
something  suitable  ;  no  one  could  be  overlooked  ; 
and  when  the  apparently  endless  stream  of 
recipients  had  at  length  come  to  an  end  there  were 
gifts  and  to  spare  left  over. 

The  nursing  staff  and  their  guests  then  adjourned 
to  the  Nurses'  sitting-room,  where  tea  was  set  out. 
Everything  looked  most  festive,  the  predominant 
colour  in  the  decorations  of  the  tables  being 
crimson,  which  showed  up  to  great  advantage 
against  the  green  walls.  Suspended  across  the 
bow  window  was  a  huge  cracker,  also  crimson. 
Everyone  was  by  that  time  ready  to  do  full  justice 
to  the  good  things  provided,  and  it  was  a  happy 
and  gay  ending  to  a  most  enjoyable  afternoon. 

The  wards  which  were  on  view  were  very  full, 
very  busy,  and  very  festive.  In  the  Children's 
Ward  Sister  Fowler  had  used  her  talents  witli 
excellent  effect,  and  over  each  cot  a  beautiful 
oval  water-colour  drawing  was  placed  on  the  wall, 
a  very  original  form  of  decoration,  which  received 
the  admiration  it  deserved. 

Our  visits  to  hospitals  this  Christmas  have 
deepened  our  conviction  of  the  large  amount  of 
musical,  theatrical,  and  artistic  talent  possessed  by 
the  members  of  the  nursing  profession. 
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The  Hospital  was  decorated  throug-hout  with 
ropes  of  holly  leaves  and  spiders'  webs  of  silver 
thread,  with  bunches  of  mistletoe.  The  oak- 
panelled  hall,  with  its  pierced  screen,  is  pecu- 
liarly well  adapted  for  this  scheme  of  decora- 
tion, whilst  the  impression  of  evergreens 
touched  with  frost  was  further  enhanced  by  a 
centrepiece  in  the  form  of  ah  old  stone  pedestal 
and  vase  filled  with  ferns  and  entwined  with 
climbing-  ivy ;  the  orange-shaded  lig^hts  gave 
the  necessary  touch  of  colour. 

On  Christmas  Eve  Father  Christmas  visited 
the  wards  and  filled  the  patients*  stocking-s 
with  g-ood  thing's.  He  also  replenished  the 
larder  with  turkeys  and  plum  pudding's ;  whilst 
on  Boxing  Day  all  the  children  who  had  been 
in-patients  during-  the  year  were  entertained  to 
tea  and  a  Christmas  tree  laden  with  g-ifts  for 
every  child. 

The  Christmas  festivities  concluded  en  New 
V'ear's  Eve  with  a  dance  for  the  nursing  staff. 


PRACTICAL  PSYCHOLOGY:  JEALOUSY. 

Most  of  us  have  encountered  at  some  time  or 
other  the  devastating  force  of  jealousy  in  relation 
to  health  and  human  affairs,  but  comparatively 
few  have  studied  the  psychological  aspect  of  the 
emotion.  Many  refer  to  this  defect  of  disposition 
as  trifling  or  even  amusing  ;  some  state  with  a 
certain  pride  that  they  have  a  jealous  nature.  The 
new  psychology  teaches  that  jealousy  is  an  intense 
form  of  selfishness,  an  exaggeration  of  the  posses- 
sive sense,  whether  applied  to  matters  of  affection, 
wealth,  or  worldly  success.  It  is  most  frequently 
found  in  that  person  who  is  also  greedy.  In  the 
case  of  young  children  I  have  noticed  its  association 
with  the  habit  of  sucking  fingers,  or  tlie  deadly 
dummy,  some  children  naturally  rejecting  both. 
Therefore  the  finger-sucking  habit,  which  later 
resolves  into  incessant  sweet-eating  or  cigarette 
smoking,  may  be  regarded  as  an  indication  of  a 
double  defect,  which,  if  recognized  in  infancy, 
may  be  trained  out  of  the  character  by  the  cultiva- 
tion of  its  opposite  virtues,  namely,  self-control  in 
eating  and  drinking,  and  a  generous  view  of  the 
rights  and  desires  of  others. 

Nurses  know  how  quickly  a  fit  of  acute  jealousy 
will  send  up  a  patient's  temperature,  and  how 
smouldering  jealousy  vnW  retard  recovery  ;  while 
in  many  cases  the  continued  indulgence  of  this 
class  of  thoughts  may  even  upset  the  reason. 

A  great  step  in  the  understanding  of  invisible 
forces  in  human  lives  was  taken  when  M.  Blondlet, 
of  the  University  of  Nanc3%  discovered  the  N-rays 
and  the  fact  that  these  rays  can  be  increased  by 
the  will  and  the  state  of  mind.  It  has  since  been 
established  that  they  are  identical  with  the 
coloured  auras  or  ovoid-shaped  emanation  sur- 
rounding  man,   described    by  sensitives — that   is, 


those  having  developed  psycliic  faculty.  As 
human  thoughts  change  in  nature,  corresponding 
changes  instantly  occur  in  the  aura — noble, 
unselfish  thought  producing  clear,  beautiful  colours, 
while  jealousy,  greed  and  anger  are  expressed  in 
coils  and  vortices  of  livid  or  dark  colours  or 
thunderous  blackness,  intense  anger  darting  out 
in  the  form  of  fiery  red  arrows.  These  changes 
occurring  in  the  ovoid  mist  are  also  the  sign  of 
corresponding  changes  in  the  physical  man,  evil 
emotions  generating  toxins  which  in  a  greater  or 
less  degree  poison  the  whole  organism.  So  that,  to 
take  no  higher  ground  than  that  of  physical  health, 
jealousy  should  be  avoided  as  the  plague,  and  if 
mothers  and  nurses  understood  its  ultimate  effects 
they  would  think  no  trouble  too  great  to  eradicate 
jealous  tendencies  in  the  infant.  The  natural  law 
of  action  and  re-action  operates  here  with  un- 
mistakable results.  The  swirling,  unseen  force  of 
jealousy  and  anger  travels  far ;  when  it  meets  a 
receptive  mind  it  sets  up  similar  vibrations  and 
the  evil  force,  strengthened,  returns  to  the  mind 
in  which  it  was  generated,  like  a  boomerang.  To 
indulge  in  jealous  thoughts  is  thus  to  ensure  certain 
pain  to  oneself. 

Those  amenable  to  reason — and  unfortunately 
the  temperament  prone  to  jealousy  is  one  which 
usually  has  a  strong  will  divorced  from  reason — 
should  have  pointed  out  to  them  the  fact  that 
jealousy  never  yet  attracted  any  good  thing  to  the 
mind  in  which  it  is  born.  Affection  thus  demanded 
is  slowly  but  surely  killed  by  its  operation ;  material 
gain,  if  granted,  brings  conditions  which  make  it 
dust  and  ashes.  Like  attracts  like.  If  we  would 
have  love  we  must  send  out  thoughts  of  unselfish 
affection.  It  is  useless  to  clamour  for  affection 
and  to  worry  because  it  is  not  given,  or  to  demand 
other  good  things  of  life.  The  immutable  Law 
compels  us  to  win  them  in  accordance  with  its 
decrees,  and  many  of  us  have  to  work  silently  and 
steadily,  perhaps  for  long  years  ;  but  no  loving 
thought  is  wasted,  and  the  reaping  of  a  golden 
harvest  at  some  future  time  is  assured.  Children 
especially  should  have  it  explained  to  them  that 
jealousy  hurts  no  one  so  much  as  the  one  whose 
mind  sends  it  out.  Sometimes  it  hurts  no  one  else 
at  all.  Also,  that  there  is  no  limit  to  the  power  of 
loving ;  as  it  is  exercised  so  it  increases,  until  it 
finally  expands  into  the  Love  Universal  exemplified 
by  the  Christ. 

Of  all  the  most  desirable  qualities  in  the  soul  of 
man  it  may  be  said  that  they  bless  equally  him  who 
gives  with  him  who  takes  ;  and,  reversely,  ill-wiU 
operates  evilly  on  both  giver  and  receiver. 

That  there  is  a  Science  of  Thought,  and  that  we 
may  know  and  apply  scientifically  the  laws  which 
govern  it,  should  be  realised  by  every  nurse,  for  to 
treat  disease  without  reference  to  the  mind  and 
soul  of  the  patient  too  often  merely  amounts  to 
tinkering  at  the  outer  case  of  a  delicate  and  com- 
plicated mechanism  whose  life-springs  require  a 
skilful,  tender,  and  sympathetic  readjustment. 
The  potent  law  of  affinity  is  unerring  and  un- 
changing in  its  operation  and  its  bcisic  power  is 
Sympathy.  M.  M.  G.  Bielby. 
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THE     RETURN     OF    THE     GREEK 
NURSING     UNIT. 

Sisters  C.  Evans,  Oakley  Williams,  Nunn,  Post, 
Browne  and  Baxter  arrived  in  London  from 
Athens  on  December  31st,  all  looking  very  bonny 
and  full  of  grateful  memories  of  their  work  in 
Greece  and  Asia  Minor — where  they  have  enjoyed 
a  novel  experience  and  the  greatest  kindness  from 
all  concerned.  From  the  following  letters  the 
Unit  have  evidently  proved  themselves  worthy  of 
the  best  traditions  of  British  Nursing — and  we 
thank  them  for  maintaining  its  high  standards  of 
skill  and  character  : — 

Letter    from    the    Commander-in-Chief    of    the 
Greek  Army  of  Asia  Minor. 

To  the  Misses  Evans,  Browne,  Baxter,,  and  Williams, 
Nurses. 
On  your  forthcoming  return  to  the  Military  Hospitals 
of  vSmyrna,  where  you  will  continue  your  noble  duties 
as  nurses,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  express  to  you  my 
sincere  thanks  for  your  true  and  effective  aid  that  you 
have  rendered  to  our  numerous  wounded  of  the  Nursing 
Centre  of  Dorileon  at  which  you  persistently  begged  to 
work . 

At  the  same  time  to  congratulate  you  for  your  real 
self-denial,  maternal  care,  assiduous  zeal,  exemplary 
devotion,  and  sincere  altruism,  which  you  have  shown 
to  the  wounded  ;  and  for  the  precious  assistance  you 
gave  to  our  Medical  Officers,  without  considering 
troubles,  exhaustions,  and  continual  wakefulness. 
Your  admirable  conduct  has  attracted  the  gratitude 
of  our  fighters,  who  found  maternal  care,  and  fraternal 
devotion  at  your  side. 

Cordially   thanking  you    again,    expressing   to   you 
my  best  wishes,  awaiting  the  opportunity  to  bestow 
on  you  the  moral  reward. 
I  remain, 

Sincerely  yours, 

The  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Greek 
Army  of  Asia  Minor, 
Anastasios  Papoulas. 
Head  Quarters  of  the  Greek  Army 
of  Asia  Minor, 
24th  September,  1921. 
Medical  Department. 
The  letter  was  also  signed   by  CTlonel  Canavasou- 
gou  OS,  Director-in 'Chief  of  Med.cal   Services  in  Asia 
Minor. 


I  have  asked  Sister  Evans  to  give  you  this  letter  on 
her  arrival  in  London. 

Believe  me, 
Yours  truly, 
Sophia  B.  Canacari  Ruffo, 

President  of  the  Hospital  Section 
of  the  Patriotic  League. 
Rue  Adrianore  ^C,  Athens. 


Lkttkr  from  the  President  of  the  Hospital  Section 
OF  THE  Patriotic  League. 

Dear  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick, — On  the  departure 
of  six  of  the  Sisters  belonging  to  the  Greek  Unit,  I  feel 
obliged  to  let  you  know  how  grateful  everyone,  here  and 
at  the  Front,  has  been  for  their  really  wonderful  services. 

The  Sisters  have  all  worked  with  their  whole  hearts. 
As  for  those  who  were  at  the  Front,  although  they  had 
to  put  up  with  many  hardships  and  discomforts,  yet 
it  never  let  them  hinder  the  carrying  out  of  their 
duties  in  such  a  manner  as  to  gain  the  esteem  and 
admiration  of  their  collaborators,  and  the  love  of  the. 
wounded,  many  of  whom  spoke  to  me  with  the  most 
grateful  words  for  the  help  the  Sisters  had  rendered 
them. 

I  have  always  been  a  great  admirer  of  the  movement 
for  the  betterment  of  the  hospital  nurse  of  which  you 
are  the  leader,  but  now  I  should  also  like  to  express 
mj'  most  sincere  wishes  for  the  outcome  of  the  move- 
ment, as,  from  personal  experience,  I  can  truly  say 
that  the  English  nurse  is  worth  working  for. 


AMERICAN    RED    CROSS    COMMISSION 
TO   EUROPE. 

PRECAUTIONS    IN    ANTI-TYPHUS    WORK. 

The  humble  louse,  whose  annoying  activities 
have  been  directly  responsible  for  millions  of  cases 
of  typhus  and  thousands  of  deaths  in  post-war 
Europe,  is  the  subject  of  an  interesting  report  just 
issued  by  American  Red  Ooss  Iieadquarters  in 
Paris.  The  report  describes  the  anti-typhus  work 
done  by  the  Red  Cross  during  a  very  severe 
epidemic  of  typhus  at  Cattaro,  Dalmatia,  resulting 
in  nearly  40  per  cent,  of  deaths  among  Ru.ssian 
refugee  patients  there.  The  Red  Cross  sent  a 
special  corps  of  typhus  specialists  to  the  scene, 
under  Dr.  C.  C.  Y'ount,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  Dr.  J.  R. 
Ransom,  of  Cleburne,  Texas,  and  the  epidemic 
was  finally  stamped  out. 

An  interesting  part  of  Dr.  Ransom's  report  is 
devoted  to  describing  the  precautions  taken  to 
protect  doctors  and  nurses  engaged  in  the  anti- 
typhus  work. 

"  Protection  of  the  personnel  in  the  liospitals 
depends  mainly  on  the  efficiency  of  the  disinfecting 
squad,"  writes  Dr.  Ransom.  "  Typhus  is  not 
directly  infectious — it  can  only  be  carried  by  the 
medium  of  the  louse.  Therefore  if  patients  are 
properly  disinfected  there  is  absolutely  no  danger 
to  the  hospital  personnel.  In  this  respect  typhus 
is  similar  to  malaria.  There  is  no  danger  from 
a  patient  with  malaria,  nor  is  there  any  danger 
from  a  patient  with  typhus. 

"  At  our  station  in  Mihna,  on  Cattero  Bay, 
every  refugee  was  put  through  a  delouser.  All 
the  hair  was  clipped  close,  and  the  patient  was 
scrubbed  thoroughly  with  soap  and  hot  running 
water.  The  body  was  anointed  with  kerosene  or 
coal-oil.  Clean  pyjamas  were  placed  on  the 
patient  and  he  was  wrapped  in  a  clean  blanket  and 
transferred  to  his  bed  in  the  hospital.  His  clothes 
were  put  through  a  pressure  steam  sterilizer,  and 
furs  were  put  through  a  sulphur  bath.  In  this 
way  only  louse-free  patients  arrived  at  the 
hospital. 

"  Any  person  finding  a  louse  on  a  patient  or  on 
the  clothing  of  the  personnel  was  required  to 
report  this  immediately  to  the  physician  in  charge 
of  the  hospital  or  to  the  chief  nurse,  at  which  time 
special  steps  were  taken  to  discover  from  what 
source  the  louse  came. 

"  It  is  seldom  necessary  for  physicians  or  nurses 
to  expose  themselves  by  liandhng  louse-infected 
patients  and  articles  of  clothing,  as  there  are 
always  present  persons  who  have  had  typhus,  who 
can   handle   typhus    patients    and    their   clothing. 
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The  work  of  the  physician  and  the  nurse  should  be 
directing  and  not  handhng  patients  or  articles  of 
clothing.  Too  many  over-enthusiastic  persons 
think  they  must  demonstrate  the  fact  that  they  are 
not  afraid  of  typhus  or  of  work.  These  people  are 
penny  wise  and  pound  foolish.  They  are  sure  to 
be  infected  sooner  or  later  and  then  their  work 
must  be  done  by  someone  else. 

"  In  the  field,  where  physicians  and  nurses  are 
required  to  come  in  close  contact  with  infected 
cases,  it  is  important  that  they  be  provided  with 
a  combination  undersuit  of  closely-woven  white 
cotton,  with  stockings,  long  sleeves  and  a  high 
collar.  This  garment  should  be  worn  just  over  the 
underclothing.  Rubber  boots  or  high-laced  boots 
must  be  worn  to  prevent  the  louse  from  crawling 
up  from  the  floor. 

"  We  have  never  insisted  on  the  wearing  of 
rubber  gloves,  as  they  are  very  bad  for  the  skin  if 
worn  continuously,  are  clumsy  if  of  the  heavy, 
loose  type,  and  are  easily  torn  if  made  of  thin 
material.  I  know  of  only  one  case  in  which  an 
infection  was  produced  b)'  a  bite  on  the  hand. 

"  Woollens  should  be  avoided,  as  the  louse 
chngs  to  such  garments.  Cotton  and  silk  are  best. 
I  prefer  a  trench-coat  as  an  outer  garment.  The 
material  is  of  such  texture  that  the  louse  cannot 
cling  to  it  and  is  easily  shaken  off. 

"  At  the  completion  of  the  day's  work  the  outer 
garment  should  be  taken  off,  shaken  and  hung 
up  where  it  will  not  come  in  contact  with  other 
articles  of  clothing.  A  bath  should  be  taken 
every  night  and  all  the  clothing  changed.  To 
finish  the  bath  the  body  should  be  sponged  with 
a  soapy  water  made  of  germicidal  soap  which 
should  not  be  washed  off.  I  have  been  using  this 
soap  ever  since  I  began  to  work  in  typhus  areas  ; 
and  as  I  have  caught  several  lice  on  my  body  and 
have  never  been  bitten  by  one,  I  am  convinced 
that  the  louse  will  not  bite  the  skin  recently 
washed  with  such  a  soap. 

"  One  thing  that  must  be  remembered  is  that 
typhus  is  not  as  frequently  conveyed  by  the  bite 
of  the  louse  as  it  is  from  the  crushing  of  the  louse 
and  smearing  of  the  body  contents  over  the 
abrased  skin.  The  natural  instinct  when  one 
feels  a  bite  is  to  scratch  or  rub  the  area  through 
the  clothes.  This  is  just  what  must  not  be  done, 
because  this  crushes  the  louse  and  smears  its  body 
contents.  In  Milina  we  carried  a  bottle  of  chloro- 
form, and  when  we  suspected  the  presence  of  a 
louse  on  the  body  or  we  felt  a  nibble,  we  simply 
covered  the  spot  with  the  open  mouth  of  the 
bottle  and  inverted  it  so  as  to  saturate  the  clothes 
over  the  area  with  chloroform.  In  this  way  the 
louse,  if  present,  was  killed  and  we  avoided  the 
danger  involved  in  crushing  by  scratcliing  or 
rubbing.  Not  only  does  the  chloroform  kill  the 
louse,  but  it  neutralises  the  virus  in  the  bite." 

The  nursing  staffs  in  our  hospitals  are  suffering 
severely  from  'flu,  and  victims  are  wisely  sent  at 
once  to  bed  and  kept  there.  This  makes  carrying 
on  strenuous  work,  but  is  the  only  way  to  prevent 
serious  results  and  promote  earlv  convalescence. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 

Qloucestershire  Royal  Infirmary  and  Eye  Institution.— 

Miss  Margaret  Hughes  has  been  appointed  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Leeds  General  Infirmary  where 
she  subsequently  held  the  positions  of  Theatre  and 
Ward  Sister,  and  Night  Superintendent.  She  served 
in  France  from  191 5-1 91 9,  and  returned  to  Leeds 
General  Infirmary  as  Home  Sister.  Later  she  was 
promoted  to  the  position  of  Second  .\ssistant-Matron, 
which  she  now  holds. 

ASSISTANT    MATRON 

Cardiff  Sanatorium,  Cardiff. — Miss  Mary  Mackie  has 
been  appointed  Assistant  Matron.  She  was  trained 
at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Perth,  and  the  City  Hospital, 
Edinburgh,  and  has  held  the  positions  of  Sister, 
Deputy  Matron,  and  Night  Sister  at  the  Liverpool 
City  Hospital,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Territorial 
Force  Nursing  Service  has  worked  as  a  Sister  at  the 
Second  Southern  General  Hospital,  Bristol,  and  also 
in  Salonika.  She  has  also  acted  as  temporary  Deputy 
Matron  at  the  Cheslyn  Hay  Isolation  Hospital. 

SISTER-TUTOR. 

Southwark  Hospital,  East  Dulwich.  -Miss  Florence 
V.  West,  whose  appointment  as  Sister- Tutor  at  the 
Southwark  Hospital  we  recently  notified,  was  trained 
at  the  West  Ham  Infirmary  (now  called  Whipps  Cross 
Hospital),  where  she  subsequently  held  the  position  of 
Sister,  and  has  been  Ward  Sister,  Night  Superintendent, 
and  Third  Assistant-Matron  at  the  Southwark  Hospital. 
SISTER. 

Royal    Hospital    for    Sick    Chillren,    Glasgow.   -Miss 

Anderson  has  been  appointed  Surgical  Sister.  She 
was  trained  at  the  London  Temperance  Hospital, 
Hampstead  Road,  N.W. 

SCHOOL  NURSE. 

Derby  Education  Committee,  Derby. — -Miss  E.  M. 
Belcham  has  been  appointed  School  Nurse.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Queen's  Hospital  for  Children,  and  has 
held  the  position  of  Staff  Nurse  at  the  Horton  War 
Hospital,  Epsom,  and  of  School  Nurse  and  Health 
Visitor  under  the  Worthing  Borough  Council. 

QUEEN     VICTORIAS    JUBILEE    INSTITUTE. 

Transfers  .\nd  Appointments. 
Miss  Annie  Houghton  is  appointed  to  West  Riding 
C.N. A.,  as  Superintendent ;  Miss  Annie  Griffith  to 
East  Sussex  C.N.F.,  as  Assistant- Superintendent ; 
Miss  Annie  M.  Payne  to  Norfolk  N.F.,  as  Assistant- 
Superintendent  ;  Miss  Dorothy  Beazley  to  Three 
Towns  ;  Miss  Beatrice  M.  Booth  to  Grimsby ;  Miss 
Mary  J.  Clark  to  Littlebo rough  ;  Miss  Ethel  Daniells 
to  Paignton  ;  Miss  Lucie  W.  Emery  to  Shohng ;  Miss 
Louisa  G.  Sweetman  to  Manchester  (Harpurhey)  ; 
Miss  Bessie  M.  Taylor  to  Greetland  ;  Miss  Lucy  Tucker 
to  Willenhall ;    Miss  Constance  Wilton  to  Maidenhead. 


METROPOLITAN     ASYLUMS     BOARD. 

EXAMINATION. 

We  are  officially  informed  that  the  last  half-yearly 
Certificate  Examination   of  Nurses  in   the   Infectious 
Hospitals   of    the    Metropolitan   Asylums   Board   was 
held  in  October  last,  with  the  following  result : — 
Statistical  Summary. 
Trained        Proba-       Assistant 
Nurses.        tioners.        Nurses.         Total. 
Entered  57        .  .        51        .  .        24        .  .        132 

Passed    .  .        45        .  .        41        .  .        21        .  .        107 
Failed     .  .        12        .  .        10        . .  3        .  .  2  ■; 
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The  medals  awarded  by  the  Board  to  the  Proba- 
tioners gaining  the  first  three  places  in  these  examina- 
tions were  won  on  this  occasion  by  the  following 
nurses : — Gold  medal :  Probationer  N.  F.  Barnes, 
North-Eastem  Fever  Hospital.  Silver  medal :  Pro- 
bationer Lily  HoUidge,  Park  Fever  Hospital.  Bronze 
medal :   Probationer  D.  I.  Pizzey,  Park  Fever  Hospital. 


THE    HOSPITAL   WORLD. 


THE  WESTERN  INFIRMARY,  GLASGOW. 

PRIZE.GIVING     TO     NURSES. 

At  the  Annual  Christmas  Meeting  at  the  Western 
Infirmary,  Glasgow,  held  on  December  27th,  Colonel 
J.  A.  Roxburgh,  recently  appointed  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  in  succession  to  Lxjrd  Glenarthur, 
addressed  the  nurses  and  staff.  He  referred  to  the 
long  tenure  of  office  of  Colonel  D.  J.  Macintosh,  C.B., 
M.V.O.,  as  Medical  Superintendent,  and  paid  a  high 
tribute  to  the  work  of  the  Matron,  Miss  Gregory 
Smith,  R.R.C.  Colonel  Roxburgh  said  they  were 
very  proud  of  the  number  of  nurses  and  masseuses 
who  had  qualified  during  the  year.  The  public,  he 
feared,  did  not  know  the  amount  of  work  done  in  the 
infirmary  other  than  curing  sick  folk,  and  they  did  not 
realise  the  importance  to  the  whole  community  in  the 
training  of  doctors  and  nurses  in  the  large  teaching 
hospitals  in  the  country. 

Prizes  and  medals  were  presented  to  the  nurses  by 
Lady  Glenarthur,  who  said  that  the  honours  won 
reflected  on  the  training  school  as  well  as  on  the 
winners.  She  specially  congratulated  Nurse  Effie 
Robertson,  who  gained  four  awards,  including  the 
Florence  Nightingale  Medal  of  the  Western  Infirmary 
and  the  Dr.  John  Morton  Medal.  She  referred  ap- 
preciatively to  the  war  record  of  the  nurses. 


THE     PAS51NQ     BELL. 

The  Friends'  Relief  Committee  announces  the  death 
from  typhus  of  Miss  Mary  B.  Pattison,  a  trained  nurse 
and  relief  worker  attached  to  the  Committee's  Russian 
Unit. 

In  October  she  nursed  a  fellow-member  of  the  unit 
who  had  fallen  a  victim  to  typhus,  and  was  herself 
stricken  with  the  disease  about  a  month  ago.  She 
was  moved  to  the  Kremlin  Hospital  at  Moscow,  where 
she  was  attended  by  Dr.  Reginald  Farrar,  medical 
adviser  to  Dr.  Nansen.  Tragically  enough  the  news 
of  Dr.  Farrar's  own  death  from  typhus  was  received 
immediately  after  that  relating  to  Miss  Pattison. 

The  funeral  took  place  in  Moscow  on  Monday. 

Miss  Pattison  had  rendered  devoted  service  to  the 
cause  of  relief,  through  long  association  with  Friends' 
work  in  France  and  Russia.  From  July,  191 6,  to 
November,  1918,  she  served  in  Buzuluk  and  Bogden- 
ovka  (Samara  f'rovince),  where  a  Friends'  unit  was 
engaged  among  refugees.  On  September  26th  she 
arrived  at  Moscow,  en  route  to  the  scene  of  her  former 
activities,  having  again  volunteered  her  services  for 
the  assistance  of  the  suffering  people  of  Russia. 


Dr.  Reginald  Farrar  was  well  known  to  many  nurses 
as  Sir  William  Savory's  house-surgeon  at  Bart's  in 
the  eighties.  He  was  a  charming  man  with  artistic 
Bohemian  characteristics,  and  all  through  his  subse- 
quent career  was  devoted  to  the  poor  and  needy.  He 
died  in  their  service. 


H.R.H.  Prince  Henry,  who  is  President  of  the 
Royal  National  Orthopoedic  Hospital,  234,  Gt. 
Portland  Street,  W.,  is  inviting  donations  in  its 
support. 

The  hospital  has  200  beds,  but  all  are  full, 
and  there  are  1,000  children  on  the  waiting  list. 
In  the  out-patients'  department,  the  attendances 
now  exceed  80,000  a  year.  There  is  a  pressing 
need  for  more  accommodation  and  a  bigger  staff, 
but  no  money  to  provide  them. 

On  a  country  hill-top  near  London  is  a  Conva- 
lescent Home,  at  present  empty  and  useless  for 
want  of  funds.  In  the  streets  and  by-ways  of  the 
great  city  are  little  cripples  with  twisted  limbs 
whose  childhood  is  darkened  by  helplessness  and 
pain. 

That  empty  home  is  the  key  to  the  situation. 
It  has  been  acquired  on  favourable  terms  by  the 
Royal  National  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  but  at 
present,  through  lack  of  funds,  it  cannot  be 
opened  to  the  one  hundred  children  whom  it 
should  accommodate.  And  that  means  the  refusal 
of  treatment  to  as  many  little  cripples  who  might 
otherwise  be  made  straight  and  strong. 


The  Financial  Secretary  of  King's  College 
Hospital  states  that  the  total  debt  of  the  hospital 
is  now  ;^ioo,ooo,  and  by  keeping  open  and  in  use 
400  beds  at  least  £1,000  a  week  is  being  added  to 
that  debt.  Therefore  to  avert  worse  disaster 
160  beds  are  being  closed.  The  Committee  are 
appealing  for  an  additional  ;£8>>,()()o  a  year  in 
order  that  they  may  not  be  closed  indefinitely, 
as  not  only  will  the  sick  poor  suffer  but  the  training 
of  doctors  and  nurses  will  be  seriously  hindered. 


Sir  Squire  Bancroft  has  endowed  a  bed  in  the 
Chelsea  Hospital  for  Women  in  memory  of  the 
late  Lady  Bancroft. 


Dr.  Roux  has  made  an  interesting  communication 
to  the  Academy  of  Medicine  in  Paris  on  +he  pro- 
phylactic use  of  bismuth  in  the  treatment  of  syphilis. 


Mr.  J.  A.  Cowper,  who  has  been  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Royal  Northern  Hospital  (for- 
merly the  Great  Northern  Central  Hospital)  since 
1914,  has  been  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Royal 
Hospital  for  Children,  Liverpool,  and  takes  up 
his  duties  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

CENTRAL     POOR     LAW     CONFERENCE. 

The  Central  Poor  Law  Conference,  at  vi'hich 
the  Duke  of  Devonshire  will  preside,  w^ill  this 
year  be  held  at  the  Guildhall  on  February  14th. 
It  will  be  opened  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  will 
be  attended  by  Deleg-ates  from  all  parts  of 
England.  Sir  Alfred  Mond,  Bart.,  P.C,  M.P., 
Minister  of  Health,  has  promised  to  speak  on 
the  opening  day.  Amongst  the  papers  to  be 
presented  on  the  following  day  (February  15th) 
is  one  by  Mrs.  Eustace  H.  Lipscomb  (St. 
Albans)  on  "The  Use  of  Poor  Law  Hospitals 
and  the  Training  of  Nurses,"  which  is  sure  to 
arouse  discussion. 
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LEGAL    MATTERS. 


THE    "STERILENDUM" 
SYRINQE. 


ENEMA 


Una  Hawley,  alias  Williams,  appears  to  have 
found  the  rSle  of  medical  adventuress  quite 
compatible  with  the  careless  methods  of  employing 
medical  practitioners  by  the  public — and  by 
some    hospitals    in    engaging    their    services. 

At  the  W33trninster  police  court,  where  this 
impudent  impostor  pleaded  guilty  to  charges  of 
fraud  and  false  pretences  by  professing  to  be  a 
qualified  doctor  employed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  it  was  stated  she  had  obtained  appoint- 
ments in  two  hospitals  as  a  lady  doctor — signing 
death   certificates. 

Surely  it  is  the  duty  of  hospital  authorities  in 


An  interesting  leaflet  describing  the  exceptional 
merits  of  the  "  Sterilendum  "  Enema  has  been 
issued  by  Messrs.  J.  G.  Ingram  &  Son,  Ltd., 
Hackney  Wick,  E.9,  who  will  be  pleased  to  forward 
post  free  a  copy  to  every  applicant.  The  "  Steril- 
endum "  is  wholly  sterilisable,  it  being  specially 
produced  to  meet  the  demand  of  leading  members 
of  the  medical  profession  and  others  interested  in 
hygiene.  It  is  made  of  an  india-rubber  suitable 
for  sterilising  without  injury,  under  the  simplest 
process,  viz.,  by  boiling  in  water,  and  is  fitted  with 
aseptic  glass  pipes  and  valves  so  that  it  can  be 
sterihsed  in  its  entirety. 

The  "  Sterilendum  "  Enema  Syringe  does  not 

become  injured  by 
sterilising  as  in  the 
case  of  those  syringes 
which  are  fitted  with 
metal  mounts,  &c., 
that  become  cor- 
roded, dirty  and 
discoloured.  It  is 
guaranteed  not  to 
spHt,  and  is  specially 
prepared  for  tropical 
climates. 

The  "  Sterilendum" 
is  fitted  up  in  a 
highly  enamelled  tin 
box  bearing  the 
registered  name. 

Like  Ingram's 
"  Eclipse  "  Hot- 
water  Bottle,  so  well 
known,  and  so  much 
appreciated  by 
nurses,  the  "  Sterilen- 
dum  "  can  be 
obtained  from  all 
high  -  class  chemists 
or  druggists. 


HOT  WATER 


Hot  water  radiators  in  the  operating:  theatre  of  the  West  London  Hospital.      1'he  water  for 
these  radiators  is  heated  by  a  gas  boiler  fixed  outside  the  room. 


engaging  a  medical  officer  to' inspect  professional 
credentials  and  references,  and  look  up  a  career 
in  the  Medical  Register.  This  appears  the  least 
they  can  do  before  placing  sick  people  in  the 
charge  of  any  medical  practitioner.  Apparently 
this  duty  is  not  always  performed,  otherwise  a 
totally  unqualified  person  with  a  criminal  record 
could  not  with  apparent  ease  obtain  hospital 
appointments.  This  bogus  doctor  met  her  deserts 
at  the  hands  of  the  Westminster  magistrate, 
when  he  sentenced  her  to  six  months'  hard  labour 
for  'swindling  tradespeople.  A  bigamous  marriage 
with  a  general,  for  which  she  had  already  served 
a  sentence  of  six  months'  imprisonment,  is  a  mere 
episode   in   this    astounding    career. 


RADIATORS. 

An  interesting 
magazine,  entitled 
"  A  Thousand  and  One  Uses  for  Gas,"  edited  by 
Mrs.  Cloudesley  Brereton,  30,  Grosvenor  Gardens, 
S.W.  I,  on  behalf  of  the  British  Commercial  Gas 
Association,  is  of  special  importance  to  hospital 
committees.  Boards  of  Guardians,  and  managers 
of  institutions  generally.  No.  93  (price  6d.,  post 
free)  contains  a  precis  of  the  contents  of  the  first 
sixty-five  numbers,  and  is  profusely  illustrated, 
besides  containing  an  immense  amount  of  informa- 
tion in  condensed   form. 

Hot  water  radiators,  are  being  increasingly  used 
in  hospitals,  and  by  the  kindness  of  the  editor 
we  are  able  to  reproduce  an  illustration  of  the 
operating  theatre  of  the  West  London  Hospital, 
Hammersmith,    where    hot    water    radiators    are 
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installed.  •••Tliey^are  heated  by  a  gas  boiler  fixed 
outside  the  theatre,  and  are  a  convenient,  cleanly 
and  efficient  method  of  securing  tlie  requisite  heat. 


THE  POPULAR  CHEMICAL  DICTIONARY. 

'  The  fact  that  "  The  Popular  Chemical  Dic- 
tionary," by  Mr.  C.  T.  Kingzett,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S., 
first  published  by  Messrs.  Bailliere,  Tindall  &  Cox, 
8,  Henrietta  Street,  Covent^.Garden,  W.C.,  in  191Q, 
has  already  passed  into  a  second  and  enlarged 
edition,  is  proof  that  it  has  met  a  felt  want. 

The  object  of  the  book,  as  the  author  tells  us 
in  the  first  edition,  is  to  give  in  one  volume,  in 
compendious  form  and  in  simple  language, 
descriptions  of  the  subjects  of  chemistry — its  laws 
and  processes,  the  chemical  elements,  the  more 
important  inorganic  and  organic  compounds  and 
their  preparation  or  manufacture  and  applications, 
together  with  illustrated  descriptions  of  chemical 
apparatus. 

The  new  edition  contains  fuller  references  to 
a  number  of  subjects  of  special  present-daj'^ 
interest  and  importance,  such  as  Enzymes  and 
Zymogens  ;  in  brief,  the  author  has  endeavoured 
to  make  the  volume  a  compendious  encyclopaedia 
of  chemical  information. 

It  follows  that  the  book  is  intended  primarily 
for  chemists  and  those  who  have  to  deal  with 
chemical  articles,  but  chemistry  is  a  matter  which 
intimately  touches  the  work  of  nurses.  They  are 
daily  handling  and  administering  drugs,  including 
some  of  the  most  deadly,  and  it  behoves  them  to 
have  a  working  knowledge  of  their  properties, 
doses,  and  action. 

For  instance,  it  is  not  long  since  a  tragedy 
occurred  of  the  deaths  of  patients  from  the  admini- 
stration of  one  of  the  salts  of  barium,  in  place  of 
another  preparation.  Reference  to  the  book 
before  us  would  have  elicited  the  information  : 
"All  the  soluble  salts  of  barium  are  poisonous." 
The  book  is  one  which  would  serve  a  useful  purpose 
in  Nurses'  Reference  Libraries,  and  might  well 
find  a  place  on  their  shelves.  Some  nurses  would 
wish  to  consult  it  only  on  special  points,  but 
others  who  are  interested  in  drugs,  and  wish  to 
acquire  all  possible  knowledge  about  them  will 
find  it  a  mine  of  information!  It  might  also 
usefully  find  a  place  in  those  cottage  hospitals 
where  to  the  Matron's  duties  are  added  the  highly 
responsible  one  of  dispensing  for  the  institution. 

The  price  of  the  book,  Avhich  is  well  printed 
and  clearly  arranged,  is  21s. 


A  WORD    FOR    THE    WEEK. 

"  Live  your  life  while  you  liave  it.  Life  is  a 
splendid  gift.  There  is  nothing  small  in  it.  Far 
the  greatest  things  grow  by  God's  law  out  of  the 
sniallest.  But  to  live  your  life  you  must  discipline 
ilt.  You  must  not  fritter  it  away  in  erring  act, 
inconstant  will ;  but  must  make  your  thought, 
your  words,  your  acts,  all  work  to  the  same  end, 
and  that  end  not  self  but  God.  This  is  what  we 
call  Character." — Florence  Nightingale. 


BOOK  OF  THE   WEEK. 

TOROUIL'S    SUCCESS.* 

This  story  is  the  history  of  a  young  writer  who 
was  generally  known  under  his  nom  de  plume  of 
Torquil.  His  mother  was  of  lowly  birth,  and  his 
father,  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  was  a  matter 
of  conjecture.  He  fondly  imagined  that  Squire 
Pomfret  of  Ovingdale  stood  in  that  _  relation  to 
him.  He  by  nature  a  snob,  and  by  inchnation  a 
climber,  ignored  altogether  his  good  mother,  now 
for  many  years  married  to  a  butcher  of  Ovingdale. 
When  he  first  appears  on  the  pages  of  this  book 
he  is  leading  a  strenuous  and  abstemious  life  in 
dirty  lodgings  at  Chelsea,  just  completing  his  book. 
Park  Lane  held  a  pecuhar  appeal  to  him,  a  part 
of  his  intimate  dream  of  success.  Here  he  would 
live  when  the  dream  came  true.  In  a  boyish 
mood  one  afternoon  he  had  gone  so  far  as  to  choose 
his  house. 

A  little  house  in  Park  Lane  that  would  shelter 
a  great  author.  He  saw  himself  writing  there,  at 
a  window  that  watched  the  growth  of  the  trees 
and  compared  them  to  the  puny  mortals  strutting 
forth  to  Church  Parade  in  all  their  peacock  finery. 
Torquil  would  never  be  one  of  them. 

His  real  success  began  when  his  kindly  old 
publisher  invited  him  down  to  spend  a  week-end 
with  himself  and  his  charming  young  wife. 

Josephine  was  unlike,  probably,  any  other 
woman  that  he  had  been  in  close  contact  with 
before. 

How  absurdly  young  she  looked  to  be  old 
Merriman's  wife.  His  shyness  made  him  aggressive 
even  to  the  extent  of  mistrusting  the  welcome  in 
her  voice,  as  she  stood  in  her  lavender  dress  against 
the  background  of  currant  bushes. 

The  publisher's  wife,  for  all  her  youth,  assumed 
a  motherly  attitude  to  Torquil.  "  Poor  boy,"  she 
thought,  "  I  don't  believe  he's  ever  had  any  kind- 
ness shown  liim.  At  any  rate,  he  shall  find  it 
here."  t 

He  on  his  part  became  a  worshipper  at;  her 
shrine,  but,  unhappily,  he  was  incapable  ^f  a 
purely  unselfish  passion,  and  self-interest  led  him 
to  play  a  shabby  trick  on  her  husband,  just  when, 
owing  to  ill-health  and  other  business  misfortunes, 
he  most  needed  the  support  of  his  clients. 

Prior  to  this  desertion  on  his  part,  he  had  spent 
many  weeks  with  these  kind  friends  at  their  villa 
in  the  South  of  France,  whither  he  had  been 
invited  on  account  of  his  shattered  health. 

He  had  been  rather  crestfallen  during  that 
period  at  Josephine's  reluctance  to  appear  in  his 
next  book. 

"  He  should  have  guessed,  she  thought,  that  it 
might  be  awkward  for  her  to  figure  in  a  novel — • 
apparently  as  the  heroine — that  was  issued  from 
her  husband's  house.  If  Richard  should  recognise 
her  she  felt  sure  he  would  not  like  it. 

On  the  other  hand,  Torquil  seemed  to  consider 
it  a  graceful  attention.  A  pity  he  hadn't  seen 
more  of  the  world.     She  did  not  like  to  appear 

*  By  Muriel  Hine.       John  Lane,  Bodley  Head. 
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Virolize  the  Milk 

VIROLIZED  Milk  is  made  by  adding 
a  teaspoonful  of  Virol  to  half  a 
pint  of  warm  milk.  It  is  a 
wonderful  tonic  food  for  tired  nurses,  and 
a  great  restorative  after  mental  and  bodily 
fatigue. 

It  is  an  ideal  diet  for  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers. 

The  Virol,  by  its  remarkable  building  up 
properties,  not  only  increases  the  nutrient  value 
of  the  milk,  it  also  makes  the  milk  easily 
digestible. 

The  remarkable  influence  that  Virol  exerts 
on  growing  tissues  has  given  the  preparation  a 
world-wide  reputation  for  infants  and  young 
children. 

Nothing  can  equal  the  value  of  Virolized 
Milk  for  children  of  school  age,  who  require 
building  up  against  the  cold  and  chill  of 
winter  ;  or  after  influenza  and  other  bacterial 
infection. 

As  Virol  is  known  to  contain  the  Vitamines 
essential  to  health,  the  milk  should  be  below 
boiling  point  when  the  Virol  is  added.  The 
activity  of  the  Vitaniines  is  reduced  or  destroyed 
by  excessive  heat, 

Virol  is  used  in  more  than  2,500 
Hospitals    and   Infant    Clinics. 

VIROL 

In  Jars :    1/3,  2/-,  &  3/9. 
Virol  Ltd,,   148-166,  Old  Street,  London,  E.C.I. 
/ 


s.ii.n. 
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ungrateful,  yet  she  resented  the  suggestion  of  all 
her  kindness  turned  to  copy.  It  made  her  feel 
unsafe  with  him."  '•*!•* fc** 

Merriman's  attitude  was,  "  Don't  spoil  the 
boy.  Keep  him  as  long  as  he's  amusing  and  pack 
him  off  when  you're  tired." 

Torquil  did  not  wait  to  be  packed  off.  His 
jealousy  of  her  old  friend,  David  Heron,  caused 
him  suddenly  to  bid  good-bye  to  the  hospitable 
roof. 

It  was  subsequent  to  this  that  Merriman  advised 
him  not  to  over- write. 

"  When  do  you  want  my  new  book  ?  " 

Merriman  laughed  outright.  Torquil  had  the 
air  of  conferring  a  benefit. 

"  Don't  hurry  this  new  novel.  Get  about  too, 
and  see  Ufe.     It  won't  do  you  any  harm." 

Resentment  gradually  grew  in  Torquil's  breast. 
He  wasn't  the  only  pubUsher.  There  were  younger 
firms  with  newer  methods,  glad  to  get  a  rising 
author.  He  didn't  care  for  Merriman's  manner — 
the  superior  amused  attitude  of  an  elderly  man 
towards  a  youth.  Damn  it  all,  he  was  only  a 
tradesman  with  a  shrewd  appreciation  of  values. 
Of  course,  in  a  way,  he'd  been  kind  to  Torquil,  but 
wasn't  it  a  sound  investment  ? 

And  then  he  did  the  unforgivable  thing — placing 
the  book  with  another  firm.  And  the  book  when 
it  appeared  was  full  of  sins  against  good  taste. 

The  dream  of  the  little  house  in  Park  Lane 
came  true  ;  not,  however,  as  the  outcome  of  his 
literary  exertions,  but  because  he  married  Fiam- 
metta  (the  only  sister  of  Lord  Talgarth),  who  took 
advantage  of  his  genuine  passion  for  her  to  cover 
up  her  misdemeanour  with  her  lover. 

Poor  Torquil !  his  pride  and  ambition  suffered 
bitter  humiliation,  the  climax  of  which  was  reached 
when  he  claimed  parentage  from  Squire  Pomfret, 
who  informed  him  that  his  father  had  been  his 
valet,  and  that  he  had  taken  the  responsibility  of 
his  education  out  of  pity  for  Torquil's  mother,  who 
had  been  a  valued  servant  in  his  family. 

Deserted  by  his  wife,  lonely  and  miserable,  he 
turned  back  to  Josephine,  who  forgave  him 
generously.  In  the  intervening  years  the  kind 
old  publisher  had  died,  and  she  had  married  David 
Heron,  who  had  long  worshipped  her  in  silence. 

Torquil  had  gone  to  her  house  not  knowing  of 
her  second  marriage,  and  with  a  wild  dream  of 
obtaining  his  freedom,  and  imploring  her  love. 

She  was  Heron's — the  dream  was  over. 

He  told  her  his  art  was  dead,  gone. 

It  will  come  back,  she  told  him.  She  spoke  like 
a  mother  soothing  a  child  that  has  had  a  fall. 
"  You're  finding  yourself,  and  its  hard.  Didn't 
I  tell  you  once,  Torquil,  that  behind  the  work 
must  be  the  man — that  you  needed  humanising  ? 
I  think  suffering  has  done  it.  I  shall  watch  for 
a  great  book  from  you." 

The  close  of  the  volume  finds  Torquil  back  in 
his  old  rooms  in  Chelsea. 

"  Lamps  paled  in  the  streets.  A  new  day — with 
its  hopes  and  fears,  its  vain  endeavour  and 
achievement. 


The  power  of  money  awoke  from  slumber,  the 
lust  of  the  flesh,  the  greed  for  fame. 

But  Torquil  had  left  all  these  behind  him.  For 
the  love  of  his  work  he  wrote." 

A  book  well  worth  reading.  H.   H. 


OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 


NEW   YEAR'S    HONOURS 

The  New  Year's  Honours  follow  the  usual 
routine — wealthy  commercial  magnates  and  news- 
paper proprietors  become  peers  and  baronets, 
and  just  a  sprinkling  of  "  brains  "  obtain  recog- 
nition. 

The  following  medical  men  have  received 
knighthoods  : — 

Abram,    George    Stewart,    Esq.,    M.B.,    B.C., 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P..  Mayor  of  Reading,  1918-20.' 
Senior  Physician  of  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospi- 
tal. 
Buchanan,  George  Seaton,   Esq.,   C.B.,  M.D., 
B.Sc.     Senior     Medical     Officer,     Ministry     of 
Health.     Government    Representative    on    the 
League  of  Nations  Health  Conference  and  Office 
Internationale  d'Hygiene  Publique. 
Parsons,  John  Herbert,  Esq.,  D.Sc,  F.R.C.S., 
F.R.S.,    Surgeon,    Royal    London    Ophthalmic 
Hospital. 
Walker,  John  William  Thomson,  Esq.,  O.B.E., 
F.R.C.S.,    Senior    Urologist    and    Lecturer    on 
Urology,  King's  College  Hospital. 

Kaisar-i-Hind  Medal. 

Professional  women  have  very  little  recognition, 
but  we  are  pleased  to  observe  that  Miss  Ruth 
Darbyshire,  Lady  "Superintendent  of  the  Lady 
Minto  Nursing  Association,  has  received  the 
Kaisar-i-Hind  Medal  of  the  First  Class,  an  honour 
also  bestowed  on  Mrs.  Bear,  Commissioner  of 
Girl  Guides. 

Order  of  the  British  Empire. 
Dames  Grand  Cross  (D.B.E.). 

The  wife  of  the  Marquis  Curzon  of  Kedleston, 
the  Foreign  Minister,  and  Mrs.  M.  E.  Hughes, 
wife  of  the  Prime  Minister  of  Australia,  receive  1 
the  G.B.E.  Lady  Greenwood,  the  wife  of  the 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  is  given  a  D.B.E.  We 
congratulate  Miss  Ethel  Mary  Smyth,  Mus.Doc, 
the  composer  and  conductor,  on  receiving  the 
D.B.E.  Other  wealthy  women  received  the  C.B.E. 
and  O.B.E.  for  philanthropic  work. 

When  will  women  of  the  intellectual  force  of 
Mrs.  Millicent  Garrett  Fawcett  receive  the  recog- 
nition which  is  their  due  ?  The  O.M.  would  be  a 
suitable  environment  for  them. 


COMING    EVENTS. 

January  24th. — ^Dance  for  Nurses.  Trades  Hall, 
Glasgow.     Arranged  by  Sir  John  and  Lady  Reid. 

January  26th. — Central  Midwives  Board, 
Monthly  Meeting,  i.  Queen  Anne's  Gate  Build- 
ings, S.W. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

THE    SHORTAGE    OF    NURSES. 
To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  or  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — Just  about  this  time  of  year 
when  waves  of  influenza  and  other  climatic  ail- 
ments are  accentuated,  the  papers  cry  out  about 
the  shortage  of  nurses  ;  but  when  we  private 
nurses  are  out  of  work  for  weeks,  "  eating  our 
heads  off,"  usually  during  the  autumn  months, 
we  hear  nothing  of  that.  The  public  is  not  the 
sufferer,  only  we  nurses.  As  at  present  organised 
the  demand  and  supply  of  private  nurses  is  very 
unsatisfactory,  and  I  was  glad  to  read  your 
Editorial  onDecember  24th  on  "  The  Private  Nursing 
Problem,"  and  to  see  in  it  a  proposal  that  repre- 
sentatives of  private  nursing  co-operations  and 
associations  should  meet  and  discuss  the  situation 
and  the  possibiUty  of  adopting  a  uniform  scale  of 
fees.  We  are  hoping  in  the  near  future  that  the 
title  of  "  Registered  Nurse  "  will  be  helpful  to  us, 
now  we  have  to  compete  with  so  many  inefficiently 
trained  nurses,  who  drift  into  private  nursing 
when  found  unsuitable  for  training  and  good 
institutional  posts.  These  women  exploit  the 
public  in  a  ruthless  manner,  charging  what  fees 
they  choose,  and  just  making  terms  according  to 
what  they  think  a  patient  can  pay.  This,  of 
course,  is  entirely  wrong,  and  if  the  principal 
co-operations  would  come  to  a  decision  on  the 
question  of  fees,  and  not  overcharge  or  undersell 
one  another,  it  would  be  good  for  all.  We  cannot 
possibly  save  a  penny  on  less  than  £^  3s.  a  week, 
and  yet  thousands  of  people  cannot  afford  that  fee. 
Might  I  suggest  a  Co-operation  of  Co-operations, 
with  a  Central  Charity  Fund  attached,  through 
which  people  with  small  incomes  could  be  supplied 
with  a  thoroughly  trained  nurse  at  £2  2s.  a  week  I 
It  makes  my  heart  ache  sometimes  to  know  that 
people  have  to  deprive  themselves  of  necessaries 
to  supply  my  services  to  their  nearest  and  dearest, 
when  through  a  little  organisation  help  might  be 
forthcoming.  Do  let  us  see  what  we  can  do. 
Yours  very  sincerely, 

A  "  Registered  Nurse." 

GOOD    WISHES. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursino. 

Dear  Madam, — I  beg  to  join  with  all  others  in 
wishing  you  a  very  happy  New  Year.  May 
prosperity  attend  you  in  your  home  life  and  all 
your  public  life,  especially  where  the  G.N.C.  is 
concerned.  I  hope  the  amendment  for  the  word 
"  certificated  "  will  go  through.  There  seem  so 
many  difficulties  by  the  way,  but  hope  all  will  end 
victoriously  for  those  who  are  doing  so  much  to 
help  the  nursing  profession,  though  I  think  it  is 
only  the  older  nurses  who  can  really  appreciate 
all  that  is  being  done. 


I  wish  it  were  possible  to  get  Queen  Mary's 
Christmas  Card  of  Princess  Mary  and  Lord  Las- 
celles  reproduced  on  a  postcard.  I  feel  sure  every 
member  of  the  nursing  profession  would  like  to 
have  it,  and  if  it  was  sold  for  6d.  a  good  sum  would 
be  realised  towards  Princess  Mary's  Gift. 

On  the  day  of  the  Irish  Settlement  I  felt 
so  overcome  that  I  had  just  to  write  the 
following  lines,  I  wondered  whether  you  would 
think  them  worth  a  tiny  corner  in  your  magazine. 
There  are  many  noble  Irish  nurses  working  here 
in  England.  I  know  some  personally.  Apologis- 
ing for  trespassing  on  your  time, 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

Lucy  C.  Cooper. 

Coast  Guard  House, 
Queenborough. 

THE     HARP    THAT    ONCE- 

The  Harp  once  more  vibrates  to  call, 

When  touch'd  by  loving  hand  ; 
Tho'  mute  so  long  on  Tara's  wall. 

Whilst  mourning  with  her  Land. 
For  Freedom's  Cause  so  hardly  won, 

Triumphant   strain    she   gives 
Victorious  music,  drowning  gun. 

Shall  prove  that  still  she  lives. 

L.  C.  C. 

KERNELS     FROM     CORRESPONDENCE. 

A  Public  Duty. 
E.  F.  T. — "  I  always  read  my  B.J.N,  from 
cover  to  cover,  and  agree  with  you  that  those 
who  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  the  great  privilege 
of  State  Registration  should  help  the  Council 
and  officers  by  conforming  to  the  rules  without 
additional  correspondence  and  waste  of  stamps. 
I,  for  one,  knowing  as  I  do  how  many  doubtful 
women  are  posing  as  trained  nurses,  am  only  too 
thankful  to  know  that  each  applicant's  credentials 
are  subjected  to  keen  scrutiny.  A  midwife  in 
this  district  who  poses  and  works  as  a  nurse,  who 
applied  to  be  placed  on  the  Nurses'  Register  and 
was  not  eligible,  said  to  me  :  '  If  there's  a  loop- 
hole I'll  go  for  tliem  in  the  Courts,'  which  shows 
how  careful  must  be  the  consideration  given  to 
each  case,  so  as  to  prevent  litigation." 

Very  Significant. 
M.  T.  M.,  Liverpool. — "  It  is  very  significant 
that,  as  far  as  I  have  seen,  no  protest  of  any  kind 
whatever  has  been  made  either  by  the  Council  or 
Local  Centres  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
against  depriving  us  of  the  record  of  our  certificates 
on  the  State  Register.  Shows  how  dangerous  it 
is  for  thousands  of  women  to  be  organised  by 
their  employers." 

>» 

OUR   PRIZE  COVIPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

January  14th. — ^How  does  water  become  con- 
taminated ?  What  diseases  may  follow  the 
drinking  of  impure  water  ?  Mention  the  principal 
methods  by  which  water  may  be  purified. 

January  21st. — ^What  do  you  understand  by 
hyperpyrexia  ?  State  in  full  the  different  methods 
which  might  be  adopted  to  control  it. 
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The   Midwife. 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES  BOARD. 


At  the  Examination  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board,  held  on  December  ist,  1921,  the  number 
of  candidates  examined  was  614,  of  whom  480 
passed  the  examiners.  The  percentage  of  failures 
was  21.8. 

EXAMINATION    PAPER. 
(i)>  I.  Describe  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.     What  bones 
form  it  ?     What  are  its  measurements  ?     rt"oj 

Why  is  the  knowledge  of  these  matters  so 
important  to  a  midwife  ? 

2.  Describe  the  conditions  under  which  prema- 
ture rupture  of  the  membranes  may  occur.  What 
complications  may  arise  in  consequence  ? 

3.  A  woman,  while  suckling  her  baby,  thinks 
she  is  pregnant  because  she  feels  foetal  movements. 
How  would  you  decide  if  she  be  pregnant,  and,  if 
so,  the  probable  time  of  her  confinement  ? 

4.  What  are  the  common  causes  of  sore  buttocks 
in  infants  ?  What  can  you  do  to  prevent  this 
condition  ?  What  measures  would  you  adopt  to 
reUeve  it  ? 

5.  What  is  meant  by  a  purulent  vaginal  dis- 
charge ?  How  would  you  recognise  it  in  a  preg- 
nant woman  ?  What  are  its  dangers  ?  What  is 
your  duty  in  such  a  case  ? 

6.  How  would  you  recognise  that  the  uterus  is 
involuting  properly  during  the  puerperium  ? 

What  ill  effects  follow  the  failure  of  this  process  ? 
What  can  a  midwife  do  to  aid  involution  which 
is  not  progressing  satisfactorily  ? 


THE    NEW    GENERATION. 

The  New  Generation  is  the  name  of  an  attractive 
new  monthly  which  is  being  launched  by  the 
Malthusian  League.  It  has  secured  the  co-opera- 
tion of  a  strong  list  of  contributors,  among  whom 
we  note  Sir  Arbuthnot  Lane,  Bart.,  C.B.,  M.B., 
M.S.,  Sir  James  Barr,  C.B.E.,  M.D.,  Mr.  Harold 
Cox,  Mr.  John  Drinkwater,  the  Right  Hon.  J.  M. 
Robertson,  P.C,  Miss  Norah  March,  B.Sc,  and 
many  other  writers  of  repute.  The  January 
number,  which  may  be  expected  next  week,  will 
contain  a  Foreword  by  the  Editors,  Messages  of 
Welcome,  "  The  New  Generation,"  by  Miss  Maude 
Royden,  "  A  Medical  View,"  by  Sir  Bernard 
Hollander,  M.D.,  "  The  Right  to  Live,"  by  Miss 
Cicely  Hamilton,  "  Birth  Control  in  the  United 
States,"  by  Mr.  Harold  Cox,  and  a  poem  by  A.  R. 
Thomas,  besides  other  features. 

The  cost  is  6d.  monthly,  and  the  subscription 
rate  7s.,  post  free,  for  twelve  months  (in  advance). 
It  is  pubUshed  at  124,  Victoria  Street,  London, 
S.W.  I. 


MIDWIFERY  IN   INDIA. 


In  February'last  the  General  Councirof  Medical 
Education  and  Registration  of  the  United  Kingdom 
announced  that  Indian  Medical  QuaUfications 
would  cease  to  be  registered  in  the  United  King- 
dom unless  by  February,  1922,  the  Council  were 
satisfied  that  midwifery  training  in  Indian  Uni- 
versities had  reached  the  standard  required  by 
the  Council.  (•  The  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Council  have,  however,  agreed  to  postpone  con- 
sideration of  the  question  to  a  later  date,  pending 
a  further  investigation  of  the  conditions  of  mid- 
wifery training  in  India,  owing  to  representations 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Government  of 

India.  .""" 

It  is  extremely  important  that  medical  qualifi- 
cations in  regard  to  midwifery  in  India  should  be 
of  a  high  standard.  Much  of  the  midwifery 
amongst  the  natives  is  in  the  hands  of  the  dhais — 
native  midwives — who  carry  on  midwifery  as  a 
hereditary  occupation,  and  who  are  for  the  most 
part  appalUngly  ignorant.  The  result  is  that 
obstetric  emergencies  and  injuries  rarely,  if  ever, 
seen  in  this  country  find  their  way  into  maternity 
and  other  hospitals  in  India,  requiring  the  very 
highest  possible  skill,  if  life  is  to  be  saved  or 
permanent  injury  averted. 

Infant  Mortality  in  Bombay. 
In    this    connection  it   is    interesting  to   note 
that. the  Lancet  remarks  editorially  in   a  recent 
issue  : — 

"  Some  of  the  attention  concentrated  on  the 
small  but  regrettable  loss  of  life  which  occurred  in 
Bombay  at  the  time  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's  visit 
last  week  might  well  be  given  to  the  appaUing  loss 
of  infant  Ufe  constantly  occurring  in  that  city.  In 
the  quarterly  return  issued  by  the  Registrar- 
General  the  extraordinary  infant  mortahty  rate 
of  630  per  1,000  births  was  recorded  for  the  third 
quarter  of  the  year,  and  for  the  second  quarter  the 
return  was  even  worse — viz.,  788  per  1,000  births. 
It  is  only  fair  to  add  that  the  extremely  high  rates 
customarily  returned  by  Bombay  demand  some 
correction  in  view  of  an  explanation  given  by  Dr. 
J.  E.  Sandilands  in  his  annual  report  as  executive 
health  officer.  It  there  appears  that  the  low 
recorded  birth-rate  in  Bombay,  as  compared  with 
Madras,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of 
children  born  of  Bombay  mothers  are  never  regis- 
tered at  all  or  are  registered  elsewhere,  many 
women  going  away  for  their  confinements.  The 
Madras  recorded  rates  of  254  and  286  for  the 
same  quarters  are  terrible  enough,  but  may  well 
be  near  the  truth.  Calcutta  makes  no  returns, 
possibly  because  they  would  be  misleading. 
We  are  in  great  need  of  accurate  figures  from 
India." 
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EDITORIAL. 


EARLY  TREATMENT  CENTRES   FOR  CASES 
OF    MENTAL    ILLNESS. 

Everyone  is  aware,  in  cases  of  physical  ill- 
ness, how  important  it  is  that  the  patient 
should  be  broug^ht  under  treatment  at  the  first 
opportunity,  so  that  the  development  of  a  more 
serious  condition  should  be  averted,  and  the 
patient  more  quickly  restored  to  health  thereby. 
To  g"o  a  step  further  back,  we  are  more  and 
more  learning-  the  value  of  preventive  medicine 
and  preventive  nursing-. 

It  is  therefore  a  matter  for  special  regret 
that,  in  a  larg-e  number  of  cases  of  mental 
illness,  the  patient  is  not  brougfht  under  treat- 
ment until  the  disease  is  so  firmly  established 
as  to  be  difficult  or  impossible  of  cure ;  and  the 
reason  lies  mainly  in  our  Lunacy  Laws,  the 
effect  of  whichi  is  to  discourag-e  the  disclosure 
of  incipient  cases,  and  consequently  their  treat- 
ment at  a  stage  most  favourable  to  recover}^ 
and  to  deal  with,  them  only  when  disease  is  so 
far  advanced  as  to  render  the  patient  certifiable, 
and  detention  in  an  asylum  essential. 

We  are  glad,  therefore,  to  learn  that  the 
Board  of  Control  has  convened  a  conference 
on  the  administration  of  the  Lunacy  Laws  for 
January  19th,  and  we  hope  the  result  will  be 
that  the  Lunacy  Laws  will  be  remodelled  and 
brought  into  line  with  modem  knowledge  and 
medical  opinion  ;  and,  further,  that  the  pauper 
taint  virill  be  removed  from  those  patients 
admitted  to  public  asylums  for  treatment. 

An  interesting  pamphlet,  "  Thirty  Years' 
Administration  of  the  Public  Asylums  of 
England  and  Wales,"  has  just  been  published 
for  the  Mental  Hospitals  Association  by 
Messrs.  Hodder  &  Stoughton  (price  6d.  net.), 
which  should  be  studied  by  all  interested  in 
the  subject. 

The  Association  is  of  opinion  that,   on  the 


whole,  asylums  are  well  administered,  are 
under  the  care  of  able  and  conscientious 
medical  practitioners  and  nurses,  and  that  the 
real  trouble  is  in  the  Lunacy  Laws. 

The  pamphlet  states  :— * '  One  of  the  objects 
of  this  Association  hais  been,  and  is,  to  obtain 
an  amendment  of  the  Lunacy  Laws  in  order 
that  incipient  cases  of  mental  illness  may  be 
treated  before  the  malady  has  reached  such  an 
advanced  stage  as  to  compel  the  certification 
and  detention  of  the  patient  in  an  asylum.  It 
is  the  opinion  of  medical  experts  that  a  great 
number  of  patients  in  our  public  asylums  who 
are  now  regarded  as  irrecoverable  might  have 
been  useful  and  healthy  citizens  had  they  had 
the  advantage  of  skilled  treatment  in  the  early 
stages  of  their   illness." 

At  present  the  authorities  of  asylums  have 
no  power  to  receive  for  early  treatment  in- 
cipient cases  of  mental  illness ;  nor  are  clinics 
in  psychiatry  available,  such  as  on  the 
Continent,  and  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  can  be  attended  by  sufferers  of  this 
class. 

The  Mental  Hospitals  Association  says  : — 
"It  is  undeniable  that  in  this  important 
matter  the  United  Kingdom  is  far  behind  other 
comparable  countries.  Many  people  on  the 
verge  of  mental  illness  dread  even  the  mention 
of  the  word  asylum,  and  this  dread  is  often 
equally  shared  by  the  friends  and  relatives. 
There  is  abundant  evidence  that  in  many  cases 
patients  cannot  be  brought  to  the  existing 
institutions  until  their  illness  is  well  established 
and  the  outlook  is  less  favourable." 

There  is  urgent  need  for  the  establishment 
of  early  treatment  centres,  both  in  connection 
with  general  hospitals  and  also  in  institutions 
specially  organised  for  the  purpose.  We  shall 
await  with  much  interest  the  result  of  the  con- 
ference convened  by  the  Board  of  Control. 
Amendment  of  our  Lunacy  Laws  is  long 
overdue. 
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OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


HOW  DOES  WATER  BECOME  CONTAMINATED?    WHAT 

DISEASES  MAY  FOLLOW  THE    DRINKING  OP  IMPURE 

WATER?     MENTION   THE    PRINCIPAL    METHODS    BY 

WHICH     WATER    MAY     BE     PURIFIED. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  E.  A.  Noblett,  London  Homceo- 
pathic  Hospital,  Great  Ormond  Street,  W.C.i. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Water  is  the  prime  necessity  of  life,  and  its 
natural  sources  are  the  rain  and  the  snow 
which  fall  on  the  surface  of  the  earth.  Rain 
as  it  leaves  the  clouds  is  water  pure  and 
simple,  free  from  all  foreig-n  ingredients.  In 
its  passiage  through  the  air  to  the  earth  it  may 
collect  various  impurities,  gaseous  and  sus- 
pended ;  also  the  rain  washes  out  of  the  air 
countless  bacterial  and  fungoid  organisms  and 
their  spores;  the  greater  number  of  these 
organisms  are  micrococci. 

The  rain  which  falls  in  the  impure  smoke 
and  soot  laden  atmosphere  of  large  towns  is 
unfit  to  drink ;  it  has  absorbed  the  sulphurous 
and  the  sulphuric  acids  of  coal  and  coal  gas, 
and  contains  numerous  sooty  particles.  When 
roofs  are  used  as  collecting  sources  for  rain 
water  it  is  liable  to  be  much  polluted  with  soot, 
vegetable  matter  (leaves),  and  animal  matter 
(excrement  of  birds,  &c.),  washed  off  from  the 
slates  or  tiles. 

Rain  water  should  always  be  stored  in  as 
pure  a  condition  as  possible,  otherwise  the 
storage  receptacle  becomes  coated  with  foul 
matters  which  contaminate  the  water.  Cis- 
terns of  lead,  iron,  and  zinc  should  not  be  used 
to  store  soft  water,  owing  to  its  liability  to 
dissolve  these  metals.  The  same  cistern  should 
not  be  used  to  flush  water-closets  as  well  as 
to  supply  the  drinking  water;  the  water  is  in 
danger  of  being  polluted  by  sewer  air,  dust, 
soot,  and  accidental  contaminations,  such  as 
dead  mice,  birds,  or  cockroaches. 

Waters  collected  from  upland  surfaces  are 
liable  to  pollution  from  shepherds'  huts  and 
the  droppings  of  animals  allowed  to  feed  upon 
the  collecting  area. 

Streams  and  rivers  in  their  course  through 
cultivated  valleys,  with  towns  and  villages  on 
their  banks,  furnish  water  which  must  always 
be  regarded  as  dangerous  for  drinking  pur- 
poses ;  they  are  subject  to  pollutions  of  animal 
origin.  The  surface  and  the  subsoil  drainage 
from  manured  land  under  cultivation,  the 
sewage  effluents  from  isolated  houses,  the  slop 
waters  and  the  sewage  of  villages  and  some- 
times even  of  towns,  and  the  waste  products  of 


industries  on  their  banks,  frequently  flow  into 
the  river. 

The  waters  of  many  shallow  wells  may 
become  grossly  polluted  after  a  heavy  rainfall. 
The  heavy  rain  washes  foul  substances  in  the 
soil,  derived  by  soakage  from  manure-heaps, 
middens,  privies,  leaky  drains,  or  cesspools, 
direct  into  the  well. 

Diseases  Caused  by  Drinking  Impure 
Water. 

(i)  Diarrhoea. — Suspended  matter  will  cause 
this  by  mechanical  irritation  of  the  intestines. 

(2)  Dysentery. — This  is  produced  by  drink- 
ing water  which  has  been  fouled  by  faecal  dis- 
charges from  dysenteric  patients. 

(3)  Enteric  Fever. — This  is  spread  by  drink- 
ing water  which  has  been  fouled  by  the  dis- 
charges from  patients  suffering  from  this 
disease. 

(4)  Cholera. — This  also  is  spread  by  drink- 
ing water  fouled  by  discharges  from  cholera 
patients. 

(5)  Dyspepsia  is  sometimes  caused  by  the 
presence  of  mineral  matter. 

(6)  Parasitic  diseases  may  be  produced  by 
the  eggs  or  embryos  of  parasites  being  taken 
into  the  body  with  water. 

(7)  Metallic  poisoning  may  be  due  to  lead, 
arsenic,  copper,  or  zinc  in  water. 

The  Purification  of  Water. 

The  purification  of  water  on  a  large  scale  is 
usually  effected  by  sand  filter  beds. 

Domestic  Filters. — The  two  most  satisfac- 
tory are  the  Pasteur  Chamberland  and  the 
Berkefeld  filters,  both  of  which  may  be  relied 
upon. 

Other  methods  of  purification  are  :  Boiling, 
distillation. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — ^Miss  Marian  Gillam,  Miss 
Mildred  Corner,  Miss  Amy  Phipps,  Miss  M. 
M.  Cornock,  Miss  M.  M.  G.  Bielby,  Miss 
Henrietta  Ballard. 

Miss  Marian  Gillam  writes  concerning  an 
intermittent  supply  : — Water  cut  off  for  several 
hours  produces  a  vacuum,  hence  noxious 
gases  and  liquids  can  enter  through  cracks  and 
imperfect  joints;  when  the  water  supply  is 
again  turned  on  the  impurities  are  carried 
along  in  its  stream. 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

What  do  you  understand  by  hyperpyrexia? 
State  in  full  the  different  methods,  which  might 
be  adopted  to  control  it. 
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MEDICAL   MATTERS.  NURSING    ECHOES. 


THE     IMPORTANCE    OF    THORACIC 
RESPIRATION. 

Sir  W.  Arbuthnot  Lane,  Bart.,  F.R.C.S. 
Eng-.,  in  a  most  interesting  paper  in  the 
Lancet  on  "The  Importance  of  Thoracic 
Respiration,"  calls  attention  to  the  very  im- 
portant part  which  it  plays  at  all  periods  of 
life.  In  the  course  of  the  paper  he  writes  : — 
"  I  cannot  illustrate  the  importance  of  the 
bearing  of  the  respiratory  function  on  body 
growth  and  general  vitality  better  than  by 
giving  the  results  of  efficient  respiratory'  exer- 
cises extending  over  a  period  of  four  months. 
The  subject  was  a  delicate  child,  whose  respira- 
tion normally  was  entirely  abdominal,  and 
whose  pharynx  showed  marked  adenoid 
growth.  The  table,  which  is  appended  in  the 
paper,  represents  measurements  of  the  chest 
at  the  nipple  level  in  its  inspiratory  and  expira- 
tory limits. 

"  These  figures  show  that  in  four  weeks  the 
measurement  on  extreme  inspiration  showed 
an  increase  of  4  in.,  the  expirator)'  limit  re- 
maining the  same,  while  the  weight  had  gone 
up  9I  lb.  Three  months  later  the  inspiratory 
limit  was  36  in.,  the  expiratory  had  increased 
to  9I  in.,  and  the  weight  was  9  st,  4  lb.  ;  more- 
over, all  objective  evidence  of  adenoid  growth 
had  disappeared.  Such  an  improvement  could 
not  have  been  effected  without  constant  care 
and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  highly  trained 
nurse  who  carried  out  the  treatment." 

NEW    INFLUENZA     SYMPTOMS. 

The  Medical  Correspondent  of  the  Times 
makes  an  interesting  statement  as  to  the 
symptoms  of  the  present  sharp  epidemic  of 
influenza,  which  differ  from  those  seen  in  the 
great  epidemic  of  1918.  They  are  gastric 
rather  than  pulmonary.  Almost  the  first 
symptom  noted  seems  to  be  giddiness.  The 
temperature  may  or  may  not  rise  thereafter, 
but  the  patient  rapidly  becomes  very  unwell 
and  weak,  and  in  some  cases  falls  collapsed. 
Some  observers  describe  a  rash  of  pinkish 
spots  slightly  raised  above  the  skin  on  chest, 
shoulders,  or  back.  Tbey  are  not  plentiful, 
and  are  seldom  noticed  unless  looked  for. 
Patients  recover  slowly,  and  are  apt  to  be 
neurasthenic  for  a  time.  Some  authorities  hold 
that  the  disease  is  not  influenza  at  "all,  but 
another  condition,  for  which  an  appropriate 
name  has  not  yet  been  found. 

A  marked  tendency  to  boils  and  carbuncles 
is  characteristic  of  the  present  epidemic. 


Inquiries  have  been  made  by  members  of  the 
Nurses'  Co-operation,  22,  Langham  Street,  as 
to  the  meaning  of  the  following  letter  and  card, 
which  have  been  sent  round  to  members  of  the 
Nursing  Staff  : — 

"  The  Committee  of  Management  have 
agreed  that  a  Subscription  of  one  guinea  per 
annum  should  be  claimed  from  all  Sisters  who 
wish  to  use  the  Howard  de  Walden  Home  as 
a  residence.  Will  you  please  fill  in  and  return 
to  me  the  enclosed  card  as  early  as  possible. 
(Secretary.)  " 

Card. 

"  Do  you  wish  to  become  a  member  of  the 
Howard  de  Walden  Home,  for  which  the  Sub- 
scription in  future  will  be  one  guinea  peir 
annum,   payable  in  the  January  of  each  year. 

' '  Please  say  '  Yes  '  or  *  No, '  and  sign  your 
name." 

We  suggest  that  the  Nurses  should  make 
inquiries  from  their  own  Committee  of 
Management. 

We  understand  that  up  to  January  ist, 
1920,  "  Nurses'  Home  and  Club  "  was  the  title 
of  35,  Langham  Street;  after  that  date  the 
words  "  and  Club  "  were  omitted,  and  the  sub- 
scription which  is  usual  in  the  case  of  a  Club 
was  not  paid.  Whether  the  Committee  of 
Management  intend  to  make  it  a  Club  again, 
or  whether,  withholding  that  privilege,  they 
intend  to  enforce  the  guinea  for  residence,  can 
only  be  elucidated  by  the  Co-operation  itself. 

It  is  not  quite  deair  that  a  nurse  can  become 
a  member  of  a  "  Home  "  ;  the  word  "  Inmate  " 
is  more  often  associated  with  that  word. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Hammersmith  District 
Nursing  Association  recently  held  at  Carnforth 
Lodge  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  amounts 
obtained  by  collectors  on  behalf  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, the  Mayor  (Councillor  Marshall  Hays, 
J. P.)  announced  that  the  negotiations  had  been 
completed  for  the  purchase  of  Clifton  House, 
Mall  Road,  as  the  new  Home  of  the  nurses  of 
the  Association.  Thiat  would  mean  parting 
with  one  or  tw^o  of  the  houses  in  Shepherd's 
Bushi  Road,  but  not  with  the  clinic.  The 
acquisition  of  Clifton  House,  and  carrying  out 
alterations,  would  need  a  lot  of  money,  and 
the\'  would  want  further  funds. 


The  Leicestershire  Insurance  Committee  has 
adopted  a  nursing  scheme  for  members  of 
approved    societies,    and    has    circularised    the 
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societies,  asking-  for  their  co-operation.  The 
plan  is  for  the  work  to  be  done  by  an  affiliation 
of  the  Leicestershire  District  Nursing-  Associa- 
tion and  the  approved  societies,  those  par- 
ticipating to  pay  a  capitation  fee,  and  also 
IS.  4d.  a  visit  up  to  thirty  visits,  and  5s.  per 
week  for  attendance  afterwards  for  each 
person  nursed. 

A  joint  committee  would  consider  the  scheme, 
to  come  into  operation  on  April  ist  next. 


The  following  logical  letter  appeared  in  the 
Westminster  Gazette  and  the  more  progressive 
dailies  during  the  week  : — 

"  Sir, — More  than  once  from  the  pulpits  of 
the  Church  of  England  we  have  pleaded  for  ladies 
of  education  and  culture  to  take  up  nursing  as  a 
definite  work  for  Christ.  Many  have  responded, 
mostly  to  be  flung  back  after  a  few  months, 
broken  in  spirit  and  nearly  always  in  body. 

"  A  maternal  Parliament  has  compelled  em- 
ployers to  provide  seats  for  their  shop  assistants, 
but  not  even  the  hospital  doctors,  who  must  know 
of  the  unnatural  strain,  are  heard  appealing  on 
behalf  of  the  nurses. 

"  The  trade  unions  are  tlireatening  to  withhold 
their  grants  if  their  members  on  the  domestic  staff 
of  the  hospitals  are  not  given  greater  consideration, 
and  we  of  the  churches  are  considering  if  the  time 
has  not  yet  come  when  we  should  withhold  our 
offerings  (which  for  the  year  1921  amounted  to 
;^50,ooo  and  legacies  and  donations,  &c.)  until  the 
hospital  authorities  consider  the  crying  need  of 
probationers  and  nurses  for  shorter  hours,  for  a 
better  stipend,  or,  in  the  case  of  probationers,  of  a 
real  honorarium,  for  better  sleeping  accommodation 
and  in  some  cases  more  suitable  messing  arrange- 
ments. 

"  The  primary  care  should  be  for  the  nursing 
staff,  for  is  it  worth  while  to  cure  the  illnesses  of 
the  patients  at  the  expense  of  the  health  and 
spirit  of  the  long-suffering  nurses,  and  especially  of 
the  probationers  ? 

"  What  irony  it  is  to  see  patients  themselves, 
ardent  trade  unionists,  strong  on  the  justice  of 
a  six-  or  eight-hour  day,  being  nursed  by  those  of 
the  weaker  sex  for  ten  to  twelve  hours  a  day  at 
the  constant  pressure  of  a  modern  hospital  ? 

The  Westminster  Gazette  has  initiated  and 
carried  through  many  reforms  ;  will  it  remedy 
this  crying  evil,  so  that  we  can  again  plead  for 
ladies  to  take  up  this  work,  for  which  they  long, 
and  certainly  for  which  they  alone  are  eminently 
fitted  ? 

"  Yours,   &c. 

"  William  Galpin, 
"  Hon.  Chaplain,  Royal  Air  Force." 


In  urging  the  right  type  of  girl  to  take  up 
nursing  as  her  profession  we  have  been  dis- 
turbed to  learn  of  the  deep-seated  prejudice 
againsit  it  expressed  by  many.     They  compare 


the  environment  of  the  probationer  with  that 
of  the  young  woman  medical  student  in  the 
same  hospital.  They  claim  that  their  status 
is  lower,  their  Jives  too  cramped,  and  that  they 
are  "bossed"  from  morning  to  night,  that 
"character"  is  suspect,  and  "merit"  dis- 
regarded, and  that  even  when  "certificated  " 
there  is  no  real  freedom,  as  they  exist  on  a 
sort  of  "  ticket-of-leave  "  system,  "  It  is  not 
the  work  I  fear,"  writes  one,  "  but  the  eternal 
pettifog." 


We  are  bound  to  confess  our  recent  experi- 
ences of  the  "eternal  pettifog-"  in  nursing 
affairs  has  been  an  eye-opener. 


At  the  recent  massage  examination  of  the 
Chartered  Society  of  Massage  and  Medical 
Gymnastics,  the  five  blind  women  students, 
trained  under  the  auspices  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  who  entered,  all  suc- 
cessfully qualified.  Two,  both  trained  nurses 
who  lost  their  sight  during  the  war,  also 
entered  for  and  successfully  passed  the  re- 
medial exercises  examination. 


We  note  a  nurse  has  been  accused  (maybe 
quite  falsely)  of  recommending  morphia  to  a 
young  woman — presumably  cured  of  the  drug 
habit — who  found  herself  in  court  charged  with 
uttering  three  forged  medical  prescriptions, 
and  thereby  obtaining  a  quantity  of  morphine 
sulphate.  All  the  same,  nurses  cannot  be  too 
scrupulous  in  never  recommending  morphia  in 
any  form  to  patients.  One  never  knows  the 
misery  which  may  result. 


Miss  Elizabeth  Selden,  R.N.,  writing  in  the 
American  Journal  of  Nursing  of  "  The  Com- 
munity Nurse  as  a  Health  Factor,"  says  in 
part  : — 

"  The  medical  profession  of  to-day  aims  to 
practice  preventive  rather  than  curative  medi- 
cine ;  by  this  I  mean  educating  the  masses  in 
the  principles  of  right  living,  thus  preventing 
the  original  illness  as  well  as  its  recurrence. 
To  accomplish  this  desirable  result  it  will  be 
most  necessary  to  have  the  right  sort  of  people 
as  the  educators  in  order  that  the  gospel  of 
health  be  taught  thoroughly  and  correctly. 
There  are  many  of  these  groups  of  educators  ; 
in  fact,  we  find  them  in  almost  every  line  of 
work.  It  is  the  Public  Health  Nursing  Service 
group  of  educators  which  interests  us,  and 
especially  the  worker  herself  as  a  factor  in 
health.  .  .   . 

"  There  has  been  growing  up  in  the  public 
mind    a    stronger   consciousness   and    a    more 
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positive  realisation  of  the  fact  that  upon  these 
properly  prepared  health  educators  will  depend 
the  salvation  of  communities,  and  that  only 
throug^h  education  in  the  principles  of  health 
and  right  living-  can  we  hope  to  produce  heaJthy 
people.  It  has  become  more  and  more  apparent 
to  the  medical  and  nursing  professions,  as  well 
as  to  the  general  public,  that  the  final  test  of 
the  efficiency  of  such  health  work  is  not  only 
hoAv  it  handles  the  case  which  it  received  into 
its  care,  but  what  impression  it  makes  directly 
or  indirectly  up>on  the  whole  sum  of  sickness 
and  suffering  in  the  community.  From  this 
broad  social  point  of  view  the  Avork  of  a  com- 
munity nurse  can  under  certain  circumstances 
be  a  total  failure  as  to  net  educational  results, 
while  at  the  same  time  it  is  very  efficient  in 
the  details  of  its  immediate  work,  namely,  the 
care  and  cure  of  the  sick.  Take  for  example 
the  patient  whose  illness  is  due  to  insanitary 
housing-  conditions  and  improper  feeding.  The 
patient  receives  excellent  care,  while  ill,  from 
the  nurse,  and  is  discharged  as  cured,  but  con- 
tinues to  live  in  the  same  unhealthy  conditions 
of  ignorance.  In  a  short  time  the  individual 
becomes  ill  a  second  time.  This  is  where  the 
work  fails  to  function  to  its  greatest  capacity 
in  that  it  falls  short  of  being  a  real  and  lasting 
service  to  society.  It  should  not  only  cure, 
but  preserve  through  education  the  health 
which  it  has  given  back  to  the  individual.  It 
is  not  only  the  immediate  cure  of  the  sick 
person  that  the  nurse  should  strive  to  accom- 
plish, but  also  the  ultimate  social  result,  that 
of  reconstructing,  by  means  of  education  in  the 
principles  of  right  living,  the  entire  family  into 
a  healthy,  contented,  enlightened  group. 

"  The  influence  of  a  community  nurse  is  far- 
reaching — she  functions  as  the  nurse,  in  many 
instances  social  service  worker,  comforter  in 
time  of  distress ;  in  fact,  there  is  scarcely  a 
capacity  in  which  she  is  not  required  to  serve. 
In  other  words,  she  is  a  friend  to  all  people  at 
all  times.  The  community  nurse  cares  for  the 
sick,  protects  the  well,  and  teaches  the  prin- 
ciples of  good  health  to  all.  .  .  .  The  work  of 
the  community  nurse  is  one  of  the  most  won- 
derful branches  of  public  health  nursing." 


THE  NATIONAL  COUNCIL   OF  NURSES. 


NURSES   KNOW    ITS    HORRORS. 

The  United  States,  Japan,  Britain,  France,  and 
Italy  at  Washington  adopted  Mr.  Root's  reso- 
lution, barring  the  use  of  deadly  gases  in  warfare. 

Later,  all  the  nations  of  the  world  will  be  asked 
to  subscribe  to  the  resolution. 

This  most  cowardly  method  of  attack  was,  of 
course,  "  made  in  Germany." 


There  will  be  a  Meeting  of  the  National 
Council  of  Nurses  on  Friday,  February  3rd, 
at  431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.,  to  con- 
sider the  appointment  of  Delegates  to  attend  a 
Meeting  of  the  International  Council  of  Nurses 
which  the  Danish  Council  of  Nurses  proposes 
to  convene  at  Copenhagen  towards  the  end  of 
May. 


-i«- 


COMMITTEE    TO     INVESTIGATE 
LOMAX'S   CHARGES. 


DR. 


The  Minister  of  Health  has  appointed  a 
Committee,  consisting  of  Sir  Cyril  Cobb 
(chairman),  Dr.  R.  P.  Smith,  and  Dr.  Bedford 
Pierce,  with  Mr.  P.  Barter,  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  as  secretary, 

"  To  investigate  and  report  on  the  charges 
made  by  Dr.  Lomax  in  his  book  (*  The  Experi- 
ences of  an  Asylum  Doctor'),  and  to  make 
recommendations  as  to  any  medical  or  adminis- 
trative improvements  which  may  be  necessary' 
and  practicable  in  respect  of  the  matters  re- 
ferred to  by  Dr.  Lomax  without  amendment  of 
the  existing  Lunacy  Laws." 

Sir  Cyril  Cobb,  M.P.,  the  chairman,  was 
chairman  of  the  L.C.C.  in  1913-14,  and  is  a 
barrister. 

Dr.  Robert  Percy  Smith,  of  Queen  Anae 
Street,  W.,  is  an  authority  on  mental  dis- 
orders, being  consulting  physician  for  these 
complaints  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital.  He  foi^ 
merly  acted  in  a  similar  capacity  at  Charing 
Cross  Hospital,  and  is  the  joint  author  of 
**  The  Insane  and  the  Law." 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce,  medical  superintendent 
of  ITie  Retreat,  York,  was  president  of  the 
Medico-Psychological  Association  in  1919-20. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  at  least  one  woman 
should  be  added  to  this  Committee. 


CENTRAL  POOR  LAW  CONFERENCE. 


The  Central  Poor-Law  Conference  will  this 
year  be  held  at  the  Guildhall  on  February  14th. 
It  will  be  opened  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  will 
be  attended  by  Delegates  from  all  parts  of  Eng- 
land. Sir  Alfred  Mond,  Bart.,  P.C,  M.P.,  Minister 
of  Health,  has  promised  to  speak  on  the  opening 
day.  Amongst  the  papers  to  be  presented  on 
the  following  day  (February  13th)  is  one  by  Mrs. 
Eustace  H.  Lipscomb  (St.  Albans)  on  "  The 
Use  of  Poor-Law  Hospitals  and  the  Training 
of  Nurses,"  which  is  sure  to  arouse  discussion. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  will  preside. 


as 
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INFANTILE  PARALYSIS  (EPIDEMIC 
POLIOMYELITIS). 

A  MESSAGE  TO    PARENTS   AND  PATIENTS. 

Prepared  by  the  Committee  on  After  Care  and 

Study   of    Infantile    Paralysis    of   the  Visiting 

Nurse  Association  of  Chicago. 

Nature  of  the  Disease. 
Infantile  paralysis  (epidemic  poli-o-my-e-li- 
tis)  is  caught  by  one  person  from  another  like 
measles  and  scarlet  fev.er,  and,  like  them,  it  is 
mostly  a  children's  disease,  although  older 
people  sometimes  have  it.  It  is  not  so  catch- 
ing as  most  of  our  contagious  diseases. 
Although  it  is  a  germ  disease  we  do  not  know 
the  exact  way  it  is  caught,  but  keeping  those 
sick  with  it  separate  from  the  well  for  three 
to  four  weeks,  as  is  done  by  the  Health  De- 
partment quarantine,  seems  to  be  the  best  way 
to  keep  it  from  spreading. 

Symptoms. 
The  child  is  usually  quite  sick  with  fever  and 
vomiting  for  two  or  three  days  before  paralysis 
of  the  legs  or  arms  appears,  the  paralysis  being 
the  first  sure  symptom  of  the  seriousness  of  the 
disease.  In  times  of  epidemics  from  fifteen  to 
twenty-five  out  of  a  hundred  children  stricken 
die  during  the  early  stage  from  exhaustion  and 
paralysis  of  the  muscles  which  regulate  breath- 
ing. It  may  be  a  week  or  even  more  before 
the  paralysis  shows.  In  those  that  live  a  very 
few  muscles  may  be  affected,  and  those  only 
slightly,  or  the  paralysis  may  be  so  bad  that 
most  of  the  muscles  of  the  limbs  and  body  are 
affected. 

The  Damage  is  in  the  Spinal  Cord. 
In  the  usual  form  of  the  disease  the  spinal 
cord  is  the  part  damaged,  and  it  depends  on 
how  badly  it  is  damaged  whether  the  child  gets 
well  or  remains  badly  paralysed. 

The  nerves  that  control  the  muscles  start 
in  the  spinal  cord.  If  the  cord  is  but  mildly 
inflamed  and  there  is  a  little  paralysis  only,  the 
child  may  recover  completely  in  a  few  months, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  no  lasting  damage  was 
done  to  the  cord.  On  the  other  hand,  a  severe 
inflammation  in  any  part  of  the  cord  may 
injure  it  past  recovery,  and  so  cause  permanent 
paralysis  of  the  muscles  that  are  controlled  by 
that  part  of  the  cord.  The  child  may  appear 
ho  worse  with  one  form  of  inflammation  than 
the  other,  and  the  doctor  cannot  tell  till  later 
what  the  result  of  the  disease  will  be.  Some 
improvement  takes  place  in  almost  all  cases 
that  live.  There  are  mildly  inflamed  spots  and 
severely  inflamed  ones  in  the  same  cord.  The 
mildly  inflamed  improve  a  great  deal,  and  the 
others  do  not.     So  when  we  hear  of  miraculous 


cures  of  infantile,  paralysis  we  must  under- 
stand, if  such  cures  really  do  happen,  that  the 
spinal  cord  had  not  suffered  permanent 
damage,  and  the  so-called  cure  was  because  the 
patient  would  have  got  well  anyhow. 

Treatment. 
There  is  no  convincing  evidence  so  far  that 
any  medicine,  serum,  or  other  means  generally 
available  have  any  effect  in  lessening  the 
paralysis,  but  we  do  know  that  beginning  early 
to  control  the  position  of  the  limbs  and  prevent 
the  use  of  the  muscles  are  the  most  important 
things  in  treating  it.  The  treatment  in 
Chicago  is  usually  begun  while  the  child  is  in 
quarantine  or  during  the  first  three  weeks  in 
hospital,  when  the  cases  are  under  the  care  of 
specialists  who  foresee  deformities  and  dis- 
abilities likely  to  come  from  the  loss  of  power 
in  certain  muscles  or  groups  of  muscles.  For 
instance,  if  all  the  muscles  passing  in  front  of 
the  ankle  are  paralysed,  the  strong  muscles  at 
the  back  of  the  foot  will  draw  the  foot  up  in 
back  and  make  it  point  downward  in  front, 
and  the  patient  will  walk  on  his  toes.  Or  if 
those  on  one  side  of  the  foot  are  weakened 
and  those  on  the  other  side  aire  normal,  the 
foot  will  be  turned  toward  the  normal  side  and 
so  deformed. 

All  these  deformities  can  be  prevented  by  the 
early  use  of  some  apparatus  or  appliance  that 
will  hold  the  part  in  the  normal  position  for  a 
long  time — many  weeks  or  months  following 
the  attack.  Deformities  of  the  limbs  and  body, 
including  severe  curvatures  of  the  spine,  are 
prevented  in  this  way.  In  fact,  a  deformity 
after  infantile  paralysis  nowadays,  unless  the 
limb  is  atrophied  (or  practically  dead),  means 
that  either  the  doctor  or  the  parents  have 
neglected  well-known  methods  of  treatment. 

Prevention  of  deformity,  however,  does  not 
insure  return  of  muscle  power.  Nothing  can 
bring  this  back  if  the  spinal  cord  has  received 
lasting  injury,  but  the  prevention  of  deformi- 
ties does  help  the  paralysed  parts  to  work  to 
their  best  advantage  by  protecting  the  remain- 
ing muscles  from  constant  stretching  or  from 
being  used  too  much. 

So  the  after-care  of  infantile  paralysis  is  : 

1.  To  prevent  deformity  and  protect  the 
muscles  in  the  injured  part  from  too  much  use 
or  stretching. 

2.  To  take  up  the  use  and  development  of 
the  injured  muscles  and  try  to  bring  them  back 
to  normal  working. 

The  appliances  used  to  prevent  deformities 
are  braces,  splints,  plaster  of  Paris  casts, 
corsets,  &c. 

Lying  in  bed  for  many  months  is  one  of  the 
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most  important  thing^s  in  many  of  the  severe 
cases,  in  order  to  protect  the  body  as  well  as 
the  limbs.  This  rest  and  protection  must  be 
carried  out  in  each  case  according  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  physician  in  charge.  In  some  cases 
in  may  be  many  months  before  it  is  considered 
Avise  to  allow  full  or  free  use  of  the  part. 
During  this  time,  muscle  training  is  used  to 
improve  the  muscles  as  much  as  possible. 
Light  massage,  spraying,  baths,  &c. ,  are 
useful  also. 

Muscle  Training. 

Muscle  training  in  infantile  paralysis  is  about 
the  same  as  muscle  training  or  gymnastic  work 
for  a  normal  person,  changed  to  suit  the 
weakened  conditions.  As  it  is  unwise  to  over- 
work normal  muscles  in  developing  power,  so 
it  is  unwise  to  overwork  the  few  living  fibres 
of  the  paralysed  muscles,  but  as  properly 
graded  exercises  develop  the  normal  muscles, 
so  will  exercises  properly  suited  to  the 
weakened  muscles  asisist  in  increasing  their 
strength.  It  requires  much  skill  and  experi- 
ence to  know  just  how  much  these  weakened 
muscles  should  be  called  upon  to  do.  Over- 
work weakens  them.  This  training  must  be 
done  by  specially  fitted  persons  Avho  have  had 
experience  in  doing  it. 

The  Visiting  Nurse  Association  now  has 
twelve  nurses  who  have  been  specially  taught 
to  give  these  treatments.  Their  best  results 
have  been  obtained  with  children  whose  fathers 
and  mothers  were  sympathetic  and  intelligent, 
and  were  willing  to  do  their  share  of  the  work. 
The  doctors  and  nurses  can  not  do  this  alone. 
The  parents  must  help  by  obeying  the  doctor's 
instructions,  and  giving  the  treatments  needed 
between  the  nurses'  visits  carefully  and  regu- 
larly. 

Muscle  training  alone  does  not  always  mean 
a  complete  cure,  but  it  is  one  of  our  most  valu- 
able helps.  It  is  an  aid  to  other  measures  that 
are  used  in  relieving  as  much  as  possible  the 
effects  of  the  paralysis.  When  the  time  comes 
for  walking,  in  children  whose  legs  have  been 
paralysed,  the  recovery  may  be  so  complete 
that  no  braces  or  artificial  help  of  any  kind  is 
needed.  In  some  patients  the  paralysis  may 
be  so  extensive  that  both  crutches  and  braces 
are  necessary  if  the  patient  is  to  walk  at  all. 

Recovery  is  usually  a  slow  process.  Parents 
and  patients  must  not  be  discouraged  and  think 
that  their  work  is  not  going  to  be  worth  while. 
Experience  with  hundreds  of  children  has 
shown  that  very  great  improvement  has  taken 
place  where  the  treatment  has  been  faithfully 
carried  out. 

In  a  few  instances  where  proper  after-care 


has  been  neglected  and  deformities  have  been 
allowed  to  develop,  and  where  the  arms  remain 
too  weak  to  use  crutches,  the  patient  will  be 
permanently  unable  to  walk  as  a  result  of  an 
attack  of  infantile  paralysis.  Permanent  con- 
finement tO'  bed  or  to  a  wheel  chair  should  be 
a  rare  exception  in  this  disease  nowadays. 

Operative  Treatment. 

Especially  when  proper  care  has  not  been 
given  in  infantile  paralysis,  severe  crippling 
deformities  sometimes  develop,  requiring  much 
painful  effort  on  the  part  of  the  patient  and 
extensive  operative  work  on  the  part  of  the 
surgeon ;  and  the  result  of  these  efforts  is 
usually  far  inferior  to  that  obtained  by  the 
preventive  method.  But  many  neglected  cases 
still  exist,  and  operations  often  afford  them 
great  relief. 

The  best  way,  however,  is  the  preventive 
way,  and  through  the  work  of  this  special 
committee  of  the  Visiting  Xurse  Association 
it  is  now  open  to  everyone. 

Warning. 

Avoid  people  who  guarantee  or  promise  to 
cure  your  child.  A  good  doctor  can  help  your 
child  and  make  it  better,  but  he  will  never 
promise  a  complete  cure.  Don't  get  restless 
and  change  doctors  or  clinics  too  easily  because 
improvement  is  slow  and  takes  a  long  time. 
Remember  that  your  child's  whole  future 
depends  upon  his  getting  good  care  now. 
Courage  and  faithfulness  in  carrying  out  the 
doctor's  orders  will  do  more  for  your  child  than 
anything  else. 

THE    300th    REMEMBRANCE    LEAGUE. 

Field-Marshal  Earl  Haig  appeals  from  the 
Appeal  and  Publicity  Branch  of  the  British 
Legion,  i,  Regent  Street,  London,  S.W.i,  for 
subscriptions  to  his  300th  Remembrance  League 
for  the  alleviation  of  Ex-Service  men  of  all  ranks. 

The  League  has  been  formed  with  a  view  to 
ensuring  as  far  as  possible  a  definite  annual 
income  for  the  benefit  of  Ex-Service  men,  and  the 
widows  and  children  of  those  who  gave  their 
lives.  Earl  Haig  points  out  that  during  the  war 
millions  gave  years  of  service — service  fraught 
with  extreme  peril.  In  return,  he  only  asks  the 
equivalent  of  one  day's  service  in  each  year — 
service  performed  in  the  security  of  the  peace 
which  they  established.  After  subtracting  Sun- 
days and  holidays  Earl  Haig  estimates  there  are 
three  hundred  working  days,  and  he  asks  for 
one-three  hundredth  part  of  the  income  for  these 
days. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  is 
Patron  of  the  League.  Cheques  should  be  made 
payable  to  the  Hon.  Treasurer,  Earl  Haig's  Appeal, 
at  the  above  addtess,  and  crossed  Barclay's  Bank. 
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THIS    SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE   OFFICIAL   ORGAN   OF   THE   CORPORATION. 


MISS  BEATRICE  CUTLER. 

Miss  Beatrice  Cutler  is  leaving  England  for  a 
visit  of  some  months'  duration  in  South  Africa 
on  February  ist.  On  Saturday,  January  28th,  she 
is  to  be  "  At  Home  "  at  the  R.B.N. A.  Club  from 
4  till  6  p.m.,  and  we  hope  that  many  old  and 
new  friends  will  gather  at  Queen's  Gate  to  wish 
her  Godspeed. 


THE    FIRST   WEDDING   AT   THE 
R.B.N.A.  CLUB. 

We  received,  just  after  the  last  number  of  the 
Supplement  went  to  press,  a  photograph  of  the 
wedding  group  of  Captain  Mayes  Black  and  Miss 
Mai  Cowley.  We  are  inserting  it  this  week  as 
Mrs.  Black's  friends  in  the  R.B.N.A.  will  doubtless 
like  to  have  a  copy  also.  The  names  reading  from 
left  to  right  are  as  follows  :  Miss  Laura  Black, 
Colonel  Medley,  Mrs.  Black,  Captain  Black,  Mr. 
Glen,  M.C.,  and  Miss  Brownie  Holechurch.  This 
was  the  first  wedding  to  take  place  at  the  New 
Club  ;  we  hope  there  may  be  many  more.  Captain 
and  Mrs.  Black  spent  a  delightful  time  at  the 
Abbey,  Hurstpierpoint,  a  beautiful  old  house, 
which  was  lent  to  them  for  the  honeymoon.  Last 
week  Captain  Black  sailed  for  India  to  rejoin  his 
regiment ;  Mrs.  Black's  arrangements  depend 
upon  where  her  husband  is  to  be  stationed,  and 
in  any  case  she  is  likely  to  remain  in  England 
until  after  the  hot  season  in  India  is  over. 

MARRIAGE. 

On  Friday,  December  i6th,  Miss  Elsie  Selene 
Kent,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  James  Kent,  of 
Stamford  Hill,  London,  was  married  to  Dr.  Robert 
Martin  McMinn,  of  "  St.  Martin's,"  Auchinleck, 
Ayrsliire.  The  bride  and  bridegroom  first  met 
when  on  war  service,  when  Dr.  McMinn  was  a 
Captain  in  the  R.A.M.C.  and  Miss  Kent  was 
Sister  in  a  military  hospital. 

The  marriage  ceremony  was  performed  by  the 
Rev.  Macleod  Gird  wood,  B.D.  (Minister  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  South  Woodford), 
and  the  bride  was  given  away  by  her  eldest  brother. 
Miss  Lebeau  acted  as  bridesmaid,  and  the  bride- 
groom   was    attended    by    Cajrtain    Baird,    M.C. 


The  bride  wore  a  coat  of  biscuit-coloured  velcjur 
cloth,  trimmed  with  real  musquash,  and  a  panne 
velvet  embroidered  hat.  After  the  cerem(jny 
a  reception  was  held  at  "  The  Shrubberies," 
South  Woodford,  the  residence  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wilson,  sister  and  brother-in-law  of  the  bride. 

DANCE. 

Several  of  the  members  have  asked  us  to 
arrange  for  a  dance  at  the  Club  early  in  the  year, 
and  Friday,  February  17th,  has  been  suggested 
as  a  suitable  date.  By  that  time  the  epidemic  of 
influenza  will  have  passed  over  and  probably  more 
nurses  will  be  free  than  is  the  case  at  the  present 
time.  No  definite  arrangements  have  been  com- 
pleted as  we  go  to  press,  but  we  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  from  members  who  would  like  to  be  present 
at  the  dance,  and  also  to  have  the  names  and 
addresses  of  any  of  their  friends  who  would 
attend. 

LECTURE. 

Sir  D'Arcy  Power  has  very  kindly  promised  to 
give  a  Lecture  on  the  "  Evolution  of  Surgery," 
on  Saturday,  February  4th,  at  3  p.m.,  at  194, 
Queen's  Gate.  The  lecture  will  be  illustrated  by 
lantern  slides  and  members  will  look  forward  to 
it,  not  merely  because  the  subject  is  one  of  great 
interest  to  them,  but  also  because  Sir  D'Arcy 
Power  is  well-known  as  having  the  gift  of  making 
popular  each  lecture  he  gives,  no  matter  which 
subject  he  chooses  from  the  many  upon  which 
he  has  given  addresses. 

DONATIONS. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer  acknowledges  with  thanks 
the  following  donations  : 

General  Fund. — -Miss  Lapeyrusse,  15s.  ;  Miss  A. 
Jordan,  los.  ;  Miss  A.  M.  Burfield,  7s.  6d.  ;  Misses 
L.  Bennett,  A.  E.  Briggs,  A.  M.  Burfield.  H.  A. 
Dean,  S.  Davidson,  M.  A.  Hart,  and  H.  Rawhngs, 
2s.  6d.  ;    and  Miss  L.  E.  Martin,  is. 

Club  Fund.—].  H.  Hewlett,  Esq.,  £10  los.  ; 
C.  Mabey,  Esq.  and  R.  N.  Owen,  Esq.,.  ;^3  ;  Mrs. 
Brameld,  £-i  ;  W.  H.  Breton,  Esq..  £2  2S.  ;  Miss 
A.  R.  Burr  and  Miss  A.  Morgan,  los.  ;  and  Miss 
Budd,    5s. 

Settlement  Fund. — ^Miss  E.  Freear,  2s.  6d.  ;  and 
Mrs.  Welch,   is. 

Helena  Benevolent  Fund. — Miss  A.  E.  Briggs,  5s.  ; 
Misses  L.  Bennett,  M.  E.  Dyke,  M.  Halkett,  H. 
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Rawlings,  and  Mrs.  H.  Robson,  R.R.C.,  2S.  6d.  ; 
Misses  E.  Riches  and  Miss  A.  de  Wifcham,  2S.  ; 
Miss  Dempster,  is.  6d.  ;  and  Misses  E.  M.  A)n-es, 
A.  M.  Coote,  M.  Cursiter,  M.  Holt,  C.  E.  Fisher, 
A.  G.  Gurnet,  L.  E.  Martin,  and  Mrs.  Welch,  is. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

MISS    GRACE     ANDERSON. 

Dear  Miss  Macdonald, — I  would  like  to  take 
opportunity  in  our  "  own  section  "  of  the  B.J.N. 


R.B.N.A.   "AT   HOME"   TO  THE  MEN 
OF  ST.  DUNSTAN'S. 

A  number  of  the  members  of  the  Association 
have  arranged  to  be  "  At  Home  "  on  Saturday, 
January  21st,  from  3  to  6  p.m.,  when  they  will 
entertain  50  blind  men  from  St.  Dunstan's.  Miss 
Dorothy  Clarke,  who  sang  recently  in  the  Royal 
Choral  Society's  performance  of  "  Elijah  "  at  the 
Albert  Hall,  has  promised  to  help  the  nurses  to 
entertain  their  guests.     We  hope  also  to  be  able  to 


Colonel   Medley. 
Miss   Laitsa  Black. 


Capt.  Black. 


Mbs.  Black. 


Mb.  Ulen,  M.C. 
Miss  Bbownik  Holkchtjbch. 


to  say  that  I  agree  with  everything  you  say  about 
our  good  comrade,  Miss  Anderson.  I  am  glad  that 
the  pen  of  a  ready  writer  has  recorded  what  so  many 
of  us  feel  about  her  work  for  us,  and  how  grateful 
we  are  to  her  for  helping  us  to  keep  the  flag  flying 
over  our  dear  old  R.B.N.A.  Although  we  liked 
our  good  comrade  for  her  own  sake  her  work  for 
the  R.B.N.A.  makes  an  additional  link  between 
her  and  many  of  us  who  love  the  Association. 
May  good  luck  attend  all  its  enterprises. 
Yours  sincerely, 

Cecilia  Liddiatt. 


secure  the  services  of  Miss  Anderson  Parsons  in 
order  that  the  men  may  enjoy  some  of  her  delightful 
recitations  from  Kipling. 

The  Nurses  who  are  arranging  the  entertainment 
are  most  of  them  private  nurses,  and  they  will 
be  very  glad  if  members  will  join  with  them  in 
extending  liospitality  to  the  men  of  St.  Dunstan's 
by  sending  a  donation  not  exceeding  is.  in  order 
that  besides  providing  a  nice  tea  they  may  be  able 
to  let  each  man  have  a  gift  of  cigarettes. 

Isabel  Macdonald, 
Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 
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THE    GREEK    NURSING    UNIT. 


OFFICIAL  THANKS. 

His  Excellency  M.  A.  Rizo-Rangab6,  the  Minister 
for  Greece  in  London,  upon  hearing  of  the  return  of 
the  six  Sisters  of  the  Greek  Nursing  Unit,  wrote  a 
charming  letter  to  Sister  Cartwright,  of  the  R.N.S., 
from  which  we  quote  : — 

"  I  know  of  what  wonderful  assistance  the 
English  Nursing  Sisters  have  been  to  the  Greek 
Army  and  hospitals,  and  I  would  like  them  to 
realise  that  they  have  earned  our  eternal  gratitude 
for  their  care  and  solicitude." 

The  Sisters  who  have  very  agreeable  memories 
of  the  kindness  shown  them  in  Greece  and  Asia 
Minor,  desired  that  an  expression  of  gratitude 
should  be  conveyed  to  M.  Rizo-Rangabe,  whose 
kindness  throughout  has  been  of  inestimable 
assistance  to  them. 

AN  INTERESTING  EXPERIENCE. 

The  return  of  six  members  of  the  Greek  Nursing 
Unit  to  this  country  gave  the  opportunity  of  hearing 
something  at  first  hand  of  their  experiences.  They 
are  Sisters  Catherine  Evans,  Browne,  Baxter, 
and  Oakley  Williams,  who  worked  both  at  Smyrna 
and  Dorileon,  the  old  name  for  Eski-Chehir  (receiv- 
ing, as  we  reported  last  week  the  thanks  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Greek  Army  and  the 
Director-in-Chief  of  Medical  Services  in  Asia 
Minor  for  their  services),  and  Sisters  Nunn  and 
Post,  who  were  at  the  First  Military  Hospital  at 
Athens.  Sisters  Bellamy  and  Dumvill  are  remain- 
ing at  the  Maraslion  Hospital  until  this  is  closed. 
All  the  Sisters  are  delighted  with  their  experience, 
the  pleasure  of  travel,  the  kindness  they  have 
received  on  all  sides,  and  the  joy  of  helping  to 
alleviate  the  sufferings  and  further  the  restoration 
to  health  of  the  brave  Greek  soldiers,  all  combined 
to  make  their  eight  months'  service  an  unforget- 
table episode  in  their  nursing  careers. 

Sister  Nunn  relates  that  the  First  Military  Hos- 
pital, built  on  a  rock  at  the  foot  of  the  Acropolis, 
is  a  magnificent  hospital  of  300  beds,  all  for 
surgical  cases.  When  the  fighting  was  going  on 
the  cases  were  nearly  all  very  acute.  Later  they 
also  had  cases  evacuated  from  the  front.  During 
the  eight  months  the  Sisters  were  there  the  Matron 
was  first  a  Greek  lady,  trained  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  afterwards  Mrs.  Endall 
(Miss  Parsons),  who  did  such  good  service  in  the 
Graico-Turkish  War  in  1897,  ^^^  ^^^  afterwards 
Matron  of  the  Children's  Hospital  in  Athens. 

Sister  Post  had  charge  of  the  Theatre  at  the 
First  Military  Hospital,  and  Sister  Nunn  of  a  ward 
of  36  beds  where  she  had  Greek  orderlies  working 
under  her.  She  found  them  very  useful  and 
adaptable.  Sister  Nunn  secured  fresh  bedsteads 
and  mattresses  for  her  patients,  curiously  enough 
from  stores  disposed  of  by  the  British  authorities 
after  the  war,  as  well  as  other  equipment. 

The  administrative  work  of  the  hospital  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  Director,  but  the  Sisters  came 
most  into  contact  with  the  Sous-Director— Captain 


Apostleopolus — who  had  studied  medicine  in 
France  and  Germany,  and  spoke  fluent  English. 
This  the  Sisters  greatly  appreciated,  though  they 
soon  began  to  pick  up  Greek  words  of  use  to  them 
in  their  work.  It  is  significant  of  life  in  the  East 
that  the  first  two  words  they  learnt  were  the  Greek 
for  "  to-morrow  "  and  "  never  mind." 

The  majority  of  patients  received  were  cases  of 
gunshot  wounds,  and  a  few  caused  by  shrapnel, 
compound  fractures  of  the  arm,  and  a  great  many 
septic  injuries  to  the  knee  joint,  most  of  which 
cleared  up  very  well.  Later,  when  the  pressure  on  the 
beds  was  not  so  great,  cases  of  hernia  and  aneurism 
requiring  surgical  treatment  were  attended  to. 

The  Sisters  greatly  appreciated  the  faith  reposed 
in  them  by  both  doctors  and  patients,  who  showed 
absolute  trust  in  them.  The  Greek  nurses  also 
showed  them  every  kindness. 

At  the  Maraslion  Hospital  where  Sister  Bellamy 
and  Sister  Dumvill  are  working,  and  which  is  a 
College  turned  into  a  hospital,  there  are  200  beds. 
The  Red  Cross  Hospital  is  nursed  by  Greek  Military 
Nurses. 

The  principal  recreations  of  the  Sisters,  when 
time  permitted  in  summer  (as  on  half-days)  were 
boating  and  bathing  from  the  boat,  then  back 
again  for  a  picnic  tea  on  the  beach.  Their  meals 
were  served  principally  on  the  roof  of  the  hospital 
overlooking  the  Acropolis. 

Shopping  was  a  great  interest,  and  a  little 
English,  French  and  Greek  proved  a  suitable 
medium  of  conversation. 

Miss  Nunn  was  much  interested  in  an  exhibition 
at  the  Lyceum  Club  in  Athens  of  paintings  and 
models  of  all  the  different  national  costumes. 
Each  island  has  a  costume  of  its  own,  and  the 
people  also  have  different  characteristics. 

Of  much  interest  also  was  the  Marble  Mountain, 
where  quarrying  is  still  going  on,  though  in  differ- 
ent quarries,  of  the  same  marble  of  which  the 
Acropolis  is  built.  The  Plain  of  Marathon  was 
another  historical  spot  visited,  and  on  the  road 
to  Corinth  are  still  to  be  seen  the  ruts  made  by 
chariot- wheels . 


TEMPORARY  NURSES  FOR  INDIA. 


The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  makes  the 
following  announcement  : — 

Nurses  are  required  immediately  for  temporary 
service  in  the  grade  of  Staff  Nurse,  with  British 
troops  in  India.  Applicants  should  be  fully 
trained  nurses  between  the  ages  of  27  and  35. 
Midwifery  qualifications,  i.e.,  a  certificate  of  the 
Central  Midwives'  Board,  and  further  practical 
experience  in  midwifery  of  at  least  one  year  are 
required,  and  the  contract  will  include  liability 
to  serve  in  hospitals  where  the  families  of  European 
troops  receive  treatment. 

Pay  will  be  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  250  per  mensem. 
Engagement  will  be  for  six  months,  extensible 
at  the  option  of  the  Government  of  India  to  one 
year.  Selected  candidates  (if  below  the  age  of 
32  on  appointment)  may  be  considered  on  termina- 
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tion  of  contract  for  such  vacancies  in  the  per- 
manent service  as  may  then  exist.         , 

No  gratuity  is  payable  on  completion  of  service, 
but  free  passage  both  ways  is  given.  Outfit  allow- 
ance of  ;^20  (or  £2=,  in  the  case  of  those  who  have 
not  previously  served  with  a  Military  Nursing 
Service)  will  be  granted.  Free  quarters,  fuel, 
light,  and  punkah  pullers  are  allowed  in  addition 
to  pay. 

Enquiries  should  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary, 
Military  Department,  India  Office,  Whitehall, 
S.W.I,  and  be  clearly  marked  "Temporary  Nurses  " 
on  the  top  left-hand  corner  of  the  envelope. 
Original  certificates  and  testimonials  should  not 
be  sent. 


When  will  our  Government  Departments  give 
the  same  support  to  the  professional  status  of  the 
''  Registered  Nurse  "  as  they  do  to  the  "  Certified 
Midwife  "  ? 

Reply  :  When  the  nurses  wake  up  to  the  value 
of  legal  status.  Nothing  is  more  certain  that  if 
the  nurses  are  content  to  remain  unclassified 
domestic  workers  their  employers  are  more  than 
content  to  have  it  so. 


THE   IRISH    NURSES   AND    MIDWIVES 
UNION. 

The  recently  issued  Members'  Circular  of  the 
Irish  Nurses  and  Midwives  Union,  of  which  the 
Hon.  Albinia  Brodrick  is  President,  and  Mrs.  Morti- 
shed  Hon.  Secretary,  contains  an  account  of  its 
Annual  Meeting  held  in  Dublin.  After  the  Hon. 
Secretary's  Report  had  been  presented  and  con- 
sidered, a  number  of  matters  of  importance  to  the 
members  were  discussed,  including  State  Registra- 
tion of  Nurses,  standard  salaries  and  fees  for 
nurses  and  midwives,  and  the  "  handywoman  " 
•       evil. 

The  Council  declared  by  resolution  its  opinion 
that  all  nurses,  religious  and  lay,  should  conform 
to  the  same  standard  of  training  and  enjoy  the 
same  conditions  of  work,  receive  the  same  salary 
and  emoluments,  be  prepared  to  perform  the 
same  duties,  and  should  enjoy  equal  opportunities 
of  promotion  ;  that  in  all  matters  affecting  the 
pubHc  health  it  is  imperative  that  nursing  experts 
should  be  consulted,  and  the  considered  opinion  of 
the  professional  organisations  of  nurses  be  taken  ; 
that  all  nursing  posts  in  the  new  county  hospitals 
and  homes  should  be  filled  only  by  fully-trained 
nurses  and  midwives  ;  that  the  minimum  salary  for 
a  trained  nurse  should  be  £y^  per  annum,  with 
board,  furnished  apartments  and  uniform  allow- 
ance, and  that  the  hours  of  duty  worked  should 
not  be  more  than  forty-eight  per  week  ;  that  in  re- 
gard to  midwives'  private  cases,  when  a  nurse  is 
engaged  on  a  case  no  other  nurse  may  take  on  that 
case  without  first  making  sure  that  the  nurse  first 
engaged  is  not  available,  and  that  if  this  rule  is 
broken  the  nurse  should  be  reported  to  head- 
quarters. 


It  was  further  agreed  to  hold  a  public  meeting 
in  Dublin  in  January,  and  to  embark  afterwards 
on  a  big  campaign  against  "  handy  women." 

The  Union  has  done  good  work  in  getting  arrears 
of  salary  paid  to  midwives  in  dispensary  districts  ; 
and  in  securing  an  addition  to  the  pension  of  the 
maternity  nurse  at  Ardee  whose  position  as  mid- 
wife for  the  workhouse  was  abolished  at  the  closing 
down  of  that  workhouse.  When  pensions  were 
first  discussed  by  the  Guardians  it  was  decided  to 
add  years  to  the  service  of  all  the  officials  but  the 
nurse  !  The  Union  wrote  twice  pointing  out  the 
injustice  of  this,  and  the  matter  was  readjusted. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  Union  is  tackUng 
economic  problems  with  energy  and  determination. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 

Highgate   Hospital,   Dartmouth  Park   Hill,  N. — Miss 

Janet  Thorpe  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  w£is 
trained  at  the  London  Hospital,  and  has  been  Assistant 
Matron  at  the  Highgate  Hospital. 

ASSISTANT    MATRON. 

Royal  Edinburgh  Asylum,  West  House,  Edinburgh. — 

Miss  Ida  Mary  Wooster  has  been  appointed  Assistant 
Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Edinburgh 
Infirmary,  and  the  Simpson  Memorial  Hospital,  and 
has  been  temporary  Night  Sister  at  the  Longmore 
Hospital,  Edinburgh,  and  Night  Superintendent  at  the 
Melrose  District  Asylum.  She  is  a  certified  Midwife. 
Gloucestershire  Tuberculosis  Institution,  Stoneham.— 
Miss  Hilda  Hedges  has  been  appointed  Assistant 
Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Devon  and 
Exeter  Hospital,  and  the  West  of  England  Eye 
Infirmary.  She  has  had  experience  of  the  nursing  of 
tuberculosis  cases,  and  also  of  private  nursing. 

SECRETARY-SUPERINTENDENT. 

Nursing  Association  and  Children's  Welfare  Centre, 
Bexhill.^ — ^Miss  Alice  Watson  has  been  appointed 
Secretary-Superintendent.  She  was  trained  at  the 
General  Hospital,  SafEron  Walden,  and  has  held  the 
position  of  Staff  Nurse  at  the  Coventry  and  Warwick- 
shire Hospital,  Acting  Sister  at  Queen  Charlotte's 
Hospital,  and  Sister  at  Islington  Maternity  Home. 
She  is  a  certified  Mid\\  if  e. 

SISTER. 

Hackney  Union  Infirmary,  Homerton. — Miss  E.  M. 
Gupwell  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained 
at  the  Islington  Infirmary,  where  she  was  subsequently 
Staff  Nurse,  and  in  Midwifery  at  the  Bradford  Muni- 
cipal Maternity  Hospital.  She  has  also  worked  as  a 
Staff  Nurse  in  the  Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service. 

Miss  Isabel  Peffers  has  been  appointed  Sister  in  the 
same  institution.  She  was  trained  at  St.  Luke's 
Hospital,  Bradford,  and  has  been  Sister  at  Toxeth 
Park  Infirmary. 

Victoria  Hospital,  Burnley.— Miss  Anne  Wild  has 
been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  District 
Infirmary,  Ashton-under-Lyne,  where  she  subsequently 
held  positions  of  responsibility. 

Miss  Ethel  W.  Arthur  has  been  appointed  Theatre 
Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Sheffield,  and  is  a  Certified  Midwife. 
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THE    HOSPITAL   WORLD. 


On  the  occasion  of  Princess  Mary's  wedding  a 
grand  ball  will  be  held  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall 
inlaid  of  the  funds  of  the  Hospital  for  Epilepsy 
andjParalysis,  Maida  Vale,  W.  9. 


Next  year,  in  March,  1923,  the  Sooth  anniver- 
sary of  the  foundation  by  Rahere  of  the  Priory  and 
Hospital  of  St.  Bartholomew  will  occur,  and 
naturally  will  be  an  event  of  the  very  greatest 
interest  to  all  connected  with  hospital  work  and 
the  treatment  of  disease  ;  and  the  governors, 
treasurer,  almoner,  the  medical  and  nursing  staffs, 
and  friends  of  the  hospital  desire  that  it  shall  be 
celebrated  in  a  worthy  manner  ;  and  are  already 
making  preparations  to  this  end.  We  learn  the 
Nurses'  League  will  be  well  to  the  fore.  The  Lord 
Mayor  will  preside  at  an  inaugural  meeting  at  the 
Mansion  House  on  Thursday,  January  26th,  at 
3  p.m.  The  Prince  of  Wales,  the  President,  is 
giving  his  cordial  approval  to  this  scheme. 


The  period  for  which  Mr.  G.  B.  Mower  White, 
F.R.C.S.,  was  appointed  Honorary  Surgeon  to  the 
Royal  Northern  Hospital  (formerly  the  Great 
Northern  Central  Hospital)  having  expired,  he 
has  been  appointed  Emeritus  Surgeon,  as  the 
Committee  of  Management  and  his  colleagues  on 
the  Staff  are  most  anxious  to  retain  his  services  in 
view  of  his  long  and  valuable  association  with  the 
Institution.  Mr.  Mower  White  has  accepted  this 
office.  This  is  the  first  time  such  an  appointment 
has  been  made  at  the  Royal  Northern. 


DIFFERENCES   OF   POLICY    IN   THE 
AUSTRALIAN  NURSING   WORLD. 


We  quote  the  following  report  from  the  Novem- 
ber issue  of  Una,  the  official  organ  of  the^  Royal 
Victorian  Trained  Nurses'  Association  : — 

Nurses  and  Arbitration. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  R.V.T.N.A. 
was  held  at  the  Equitable  Building  on  Thursday, 
October  13th,  to  consider  the  position  of  Nurses  in 
relation  to  the  Association,  which  has  been  registered 
in  the  Arbitration  Court,  and  to  decide  what  steps 
should  be  taken  by  the  R.V.T.N.A.  to  protect  its 
members. 

The  President  (Dr.  Vance),  in  giving  a  report  of  his 
interviews  with  the  honorary  solicitor,  Mr.  McCutcheon, 
said  that  the  position  is  that  a  body  of  persons  which 
calls  itself  "  The  Australian  Federated  Nurses'  Asso- 
ciation," which  originated  in  Queensland,  was  organised 
by  a  Mr.  Partridge,  now  exists  and  is  registered  in  the 
Federal  Arbitration  Court,  thus  making  it  applicable  to 
Nurses  in  all  States. 

The  soUcitor  explained  that  though  an  award  has 
not  yet  been  made,  it  is  quite  Ukely  that  such  might 
be  applied  for  at  any  time,  and  that  as  in  the  case  of  all 
such  unions,  preference  would  eventually  be  given  to 
its  members  for  all  positions,  and  even  for  entry  to 
hospitals  as  probationers,  thereby  compelling  all  in  self- 


defence  to  join.  It  was  even  possible  that  the  whole 
course  of  training  might  be  arranged  by  them. 

The  Council  felt  strongly  that  it  would  be  wrong  to 
allow  a  state  of  affairs  to  grow  which  would  take  the 
control  of  their  own  profession  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Nurses  themselves,  and  it  was  unanimously  decided 
that  action  should  be  taken  to  apply  to  have  this  body 
deregistered  so  that  Nurses  may  continue  to  administer 
their  own  professional  affairs  in  the  manner  they  think 
most  satisfactory  to  themselves  and  their  profession. 

It  was  therefore  resolved  that  the  solicitor  be 
instructed  to  proceed  with  the  matter  and  to  engage 
the  necessary  counsel  in  order  that  the  deregistration 
of  the  Australian  Federated  Nurses'  Association  might 
be  applied  for,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
write  to  both  private  and  public  hospitals  explaining 
the  position  and  asking  for  their  support  and  financial 
assistance,  as  the  hospitals  are  equally  concerned  with 
the  nurses  in  the  matter. 

The  A.T.N.A.  had  already  had  legal  advice,  and  it 
is  felt  that  it  and  the  R.V.T.N.A.  will  combine  with  all 
hospitals  in  presenting  a  strong  protest  against  this 
body  in  order  that  the  present  status  of  the  Australian 
Nurse  might  be  maintained. 

A  member  of  the  Trained  Nurses'  Guild  writes  : — 

"  We  are  having  a  very  bad  time  of  it.  All 
vested  interests  are  up  against  the  Guild  ;  private 
and  hospital  proprietors  are  furious,  warning  the 
Nurses  against  losing  caste  and  status  by  joining 
the  Labt)ur  Union,  as  they  call  us.  It  is  rather 
interesting  to  define  what  status  our  Nurses 
possess  in  Victoria.  In  fact,  some  Nurses  are 
told  if  they  remain  Guild  members  the  Homes 
will  not  allow  them  to  remain  on  the  staff. 

"  We  are  having  an  acute  shortage  of  Nurses, 
and  if  the  women  only  realised  it,  they  possess  the 
power  of  the  supply  not  being  equal  to  the  demand. 
However,  they  are  dropping  away  from  us,  whilst 
the  better  educated  ones  are  joining  up. 

"  Our  Nurses'  Bill  may  come  on  at  any  minute 
now.  We  know  well  the  old  drafted  one  was  not 
perfect,  but  we  still  realise,  in  the  interests  of  the 
public,  as  well  as  the  Profession,  we  must  have 
registration,  We  have  used  all  influence  to  get 
five  nurses  on  the  Board  to  control  the  Act ;  this 
would  prevent  sectional  influence  in  the  standard- 
ising of  the  training  of  a  nurse.  The  R.V.T.N.A. 
will  need  to  spend  a  good  deal  of  our  funds  to 
deregister  that  Queensland  body  ;  whether  they 
fight  our  application  for  registration  as  an  Indus- 
trial body  first,  we  don't  know.  In  any  case,  our 
own  accumulated  funds  will  be  used  against  us. 

"  Will  send  details  as  we  go  along.  Hope  I 
shall  be  able  to  write  our  Bill  passed." 


As  at  home,  we  gather  that  the  official  hospital 
halter  has  been  drawn  too  tight  in  Australia,  with' 
the  result  that  certain  free  spirits  have  slipped  the 
noose.  This  is  always  the  result  of  a  lack  of 
elasticity,  and  it  is  a  fatal  policy  in  these  days  of 
industrial  organisation  and  lack  of  restraint. 

The  Nurses'  Guild  of  members  of  the  R.V.T.N.A. 
have  put  forward  the  following  objects  at  a  recent 
meeting  :■ — 

(i)  That  no  medical  man  be  eligible  for  election 
to  the  Council  of  the  R.V.T.N.A. 

(2)  That    no    lady   superintendent    of   training 
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schools  be  eligible  to  represent  their  training 
schools  on  the  Council  of  the  R.V.T.N.A. 

(3)  That  a  nurse  be  elected  President  of  the 
R.V.T.N.A.  Council. 

These  proposals  were  negatived  by  the  private 
Xurses  in  the  Hall. 


BOOK  OF  THE   WEEK. 


THE  WINTER  SALES. 


At  Addley  Bourxe's. 

Wise  people  look  for  sale  bargains,  not  in 
chance  shop  windows,  but  in  the  establishments 
and  the  sale  catalogues,  of  firms  of  repute  with 
a  name  for  fine  materials  and  good  workmanship. 
Amongst  these  must  be  noted  the  name  of  Addley 
Bourne,  174,  Sloane  Street,  London,  S.W.  i. 
Their  "  Lorna  "  jumper,  a  well-known  and  most 
attractive  model,  in  a  variety  of  tones  of  velveteen, 
with  a  handsome  panel  and  collar  of  gold  or  silver 
brocade,  is  just  the  thing  to  slip  on  at  home  or  at 
the  club  on  a  chilly  evening,  and  the  sale  price 
is  only  £2  19s.  6d.  Other  models  in  crepe-de-chine 
are  equally  fascinating,  as  well  as  little  velveteen 
house  frocks  and  rest  gowns  reduced  to  39s.  6d. 
and  55s.  Dainty  lingerie  is  also  a  speciality  of 
tliis  firm.  A  somewhat  unusual  and  very  con- 
venient feature  of  the  sale  is  that  models  and 
garments  of  every  description  can  be  sent  on 
approval  at  the  sale  prices,  if  a  London  reference 
is    given. 

At  G.  Cozens  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Messrs.  G.  Cozens  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  32-50,  Edgware 
Road,  whose  sale  commenced  on  Monday  last, 
are  offering  an  unusual  number  of  attractive 
bargains.  To  mention  only  a  few — Coat-frocks, 
which  were  3|^  guineas,  are  now  37s.  6d.  ;  all 
wool  coating  black  serge  dress  skirts,  formerly 
*  i8s.  I  id.,  are  now  ids.  9d.  ;  felt  hats,  which  were 
IDS.  I  id.,  are  now  3s.  iid.  ;  and  in  all  departments 
of  this  well-known  establishment  there  are  similar 
sweeping  reductions.  A  visit  to  32,  Edgware  Road 
will  well  repay  those  who  desire  to  replenish  their 
household    or    personal    belongings. 


COMING     EVENTS. 

January  21s/. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  "  At  Home  " 
to  the  men  of  St.  Dunstan's.     3  to  6  p.m. 

January  24th. — ^Dance  for  Nurses.  Trades  Hall, 
Glasgow.     Arranged  by  Sir  John  and  Lady  Reid. 

January  26th. ^—Central  Mid  wives  Board, 
Monthly  Meeting,  i,  Queen  Anne's  Gate  Build- 
ings, S.W. 

January  28th. — -Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  Miss  Beatrice 
Cutler  "  At  Home,"  4  to  6  p.m. 

February  14th  and  15th. — Central  Poor  Law 
Conference.    Guildhall,  E.C. 


"THE     ROARING     U.P.    TRAIL."* 

Tliose  who  are  interested  in  the  forces  which  go 
to  the  making  of  a  new  country  should  not  fail 
to  read  "  The  Roaring  U.P.  Trail,"  a  story  of 
thriUing  adventure  and  of  high  endeavour.  It  is 
the  story  of  the  construction  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad,  in  the  early  sixties,  a  work  of  almost 
insuperable  difficulty  and  danger,  not  only  from 
the  obstacles  to  be  overcome  in  surveying  the 
ground  and  laying  the  fine,  but  from  danger  of 
slaughter  by  the  Sioux  Indians. 

The  railroad  was  built  in  two  parts,  the  Eastern 
half  by  Irishmen,  and  the  Western  half  by  Chinese 
labourers.  They  eventually  joined  at  Promontory 
Point,  the  last  spike  being  laid  in  the  presence  of 
the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  the 
directors  of  the  Union  Pacific,  and  the  Governor 
of  CaUf  ornia,  who  was  also  President  of  the  Western 
end  of  the  line.  Mormons  were  there  from  Utah, 
Irish  and  negro  labourers  from  the  East,  Chinese 
and  Mexicans  from  the  West. 

The  territory  of  Arizona  had  presented  a  spike 
of  gold,  silver,  and  iron  ;  Nevada  had  given  one 
of  silver  and  a  railroad  tie  of  laurel  wood  ;  and 
the  last  spike  of  all — of  solid  gold — was  presented 
by  CaUfornia,  and  when  it  was  driven  the  word 
"  Done  "  was  flashed  over  the  telegraph  wires  to 
aU  parts  of  the  United  States. 

But  it  was  a  long  and  difficult  trail  before  that 
happy  consummation  was  arrived  at. 

Coincident  with  the  story  of  the  railroad  is  that 
of  Warren  Neale,  eventually  its  chief  engineer, 
and  Alhe  Lee,  the  sole  survivor  of  a  httle  party, 
who  while  on  the  trail  in  a  pass  in  the  Black 
Hills,  were  attacked  and  murdered  by  Sioux 
Indians.  When  the  attack  was  imminent,  Allie's 
mother  told  her  that  she  was  not  the  daughter,  as 
she  beUeved,  of  Durade,  a  blue-blooded  Spanisli 
adventurer  and  gambler,  but  of  AUson  Lee,  one 
of  the  directors  of  the   Union  Pacific  Railroad. 

The  story  of  the  work  which  preceded  the 
meeting  of  the  rails  is  the  epic  of  the  making  of 
a  country,  and  of  the  heroism  of  the  makers.  At 
the  back  of  it  all  was  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, and  the  financiers,  without  whose  support 
the  line  could  not  have  been  made,  but  the  real 
vital  interest  centres  in  the  engineers  who  surveyed 
it,  who  risked  their  lives  to  find  the  way,  and  who 
laid  the  track  in  spite  of  apparently  insuperable 
obstacles  ;  and  the  men  who  did  the  actual  work 
"  a  splendid,  rugged,  loquacious,  crude,  elemental 
body  of  men,  unconscious  of  heroism.  Those 
who  survived  the  five  long  years  of  toil  and  snow 
and  sun,  and  the  bloody  Sioux,  and  the  roaring 
camps,  bore  the  scars,  the  furrows,  the  grey  hairs 
of  great  and  wild  times." 

For  not  only  did  these  workers  have  to  face  the 
constant  fight  with  the  forces  of  nature  in  capturing 
her  stronghold,  they  worked  in  daily  peril  of 
massacre    by   the    Sioux    Indians — cruel,    crafty, 
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relentless,  sparing  neither  man,  woman,  nor  child. 
Nevertheless,  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
country  was  their  country,  that  they  were  fighting 
for  a  place  in  the  sun,  for  their  very  existence,  at 
a  time  when  the  doctrine  of  "  self-determination  " 
had  never  been  heard  of,  and  when  possession  was 
to  the  strongest. 

Besides  these  we  have  the  picture  of  the  trapper, 
living  in  the  fastnesses  of  the  hills,  friendly  with 
the  Indians,  friendly  with  the  railmakers,  though 
he  "  hated  that  great,  shining  steel  band  of 
progress  connecting  East  and  West.  Every 
ringing  sledge-hammer  blow  had  sung  out  the 
death-knell  of  the  trapper's  calling.  What  one 
group  of  greedy  men  had  accomplished,  others 
would  imitate  ;  and  the  grass  of  the  plains  would 
be  burned,  the  forests  blackened,  the  fountains 
dried  up  in  the  valleys,  and  the  wild  creatures  of 
the  mountains  driven  and  hunted  and  extermin- 
ated. The  end  of  the  buffalo  had  come  ;  the  end 
of  the  Indian  was  in  sight  ;  and  that  of  the  fur- 
bearing  animal  and  his  hunter  must  follow  soon 
with  the  hurrying  years." 

And  following  in  the  wake  of  the  railroad  were 
the  camps — centres  of  wickedness,  where  the 
men  spent  their  money  in  gambling,  drink,  and 
lust.  Yet,  even  Beauty  Stanton,  the  owner  of  a 
dancing  saloon  and  brothel,  in  wicked  Benton, 
had  her  moment  of  self-sacrifice  ;  and  the  girl 
Ruby,  who  overwhelmed  with  remorse  took  her  own 
life,  absented  herself  from  the  dancing  hall,  and 
denied  herself  to  all  on  that  last  night  of  her  life. 

Read  the  description  of  tlie  arrival  of  the  pay- 
train  in  Benton,  when  a  mob  of  five  thousand  men 
congregated  round  the  station.  "  The  crowd  of 
watching,  waiting  men,  saw  smoke  rise  over  the  hori- 
zon Une,  and  a  dark,  flat,  creeping  object.  Through 
the  big  throng  ran  a  restless  murmur.  The  train 
was  in  sight.  It  might  have  been  a  harbinger  of 
evil,  for  a  subtle  change,  nervous,  impatient, 
brooding,  visited  that  multitude.  A  slow  move-* 
ment  closed  up  the  disintegrated  crowd,  and  a 
current  of  men  worked  forward  to  encounter 
resistance  and  opposing  currents.  They  had 
begun  to  crowd  for  advantageous  positions  closer 
to  the  pay-car  to  be  the  first  in  line. 

"  The  train  arrived.  Troops  alighting  preserved 
order  near  the  pay  car,  and  out  of  the  dense  mob 
a  slow  stream  of  men  flowed  into  the  car  at  one 
end  and  out  again  at  the  other. 

"  Bates,  a  giant  digger  and  a  bully,  was  the  first 
man  in  the  line,  the  first  to  get  his  little  share  of 
the  fortunes  in  gold  passing  out  of  the  car  that  day. 
Long  before  half  of  that  mob  had  received 
its  pay.  Bates  lay  dead  upon  a  sanded  floor,  killed 
in  a  drunken  brawl." 

When  darkness  fell  Benton's  streets  were  full 
of  drunken  men,  staggering  back  along  the  road 
they  marched  in.  "  Under  its  cover  soldiers 
slunk  away  sobered  and  ashamed,  and  murderous 
bandits  waited  in  ambush,  and  brawny  porters 
dragged  men  by  the  heels,  and  young  gamblers  in 
the  flush  of  success  hurried  to  new  games,  and 
broken  wanderers  sought  some  place  to  rest,  and 
a  long  line  of  the  vicious  of  mixed  dialect,  and  of 


different  colours,  filed  down  in  the  dark  to  the 
tents  of  lust." 

The  pity  of  it  that  such  a  place  should  afford  the 
only  means  of  recreation  to  the  men  laying  the 
line — ^men  filled  with  a  great  ideal,  ready  to  lay 
down  their  fives  for  its  accomplishment.  Men 
like  Casey  who  splendidly  sacrificed  his  life  to 
avert  the  destruction  of  the  General's  train  by  the 
Sioux.  Men  who  died  to  preserve  the  innocence 
of  a  girl,  men  true  to  their  "  pards,"  loyal  through 
and  through.  "  Frank,  he's  my  pard,"  protested 
one  man.     "  I  couldn't  do  no  dirt  to  Frank." 

They  were  rough,  crude  times,  when  life  was 
held  cheap  and  murder  common.  But,  have  we 
improved  on  them  so  much,  after  all  ?  We  do  not 
slay  with  sword  and  gun,  the  law  sees  to  that  ;  but 
there  are  those  who  smile  in  the  face  of  the  "  friend  " 
they  are  out  to  destroy,  and  metaphorically  stab 
him  deliberately  in  the  back  without  compunction, 
a  contemptible  method  of  warfare  which  would 
be  scorned  by  the    honest  backwoodsman. 

Running  through  this  tale  of  adventure  and 
splendid  courage  is  the  love-story  of  Warren 
Neale  and  AUie  Lee,  a  story  which,  in  spite  of 
many  misg-dventures,  ended  happily.  They  were 
married  by  the  minister  of  God  whose  prayer  had 
followed  the  joining  of  the  rails,  and  to  the  old 
trapper  fell  the  joy  and  the  honour  of  giving  the 
bride  away,  and  of  receiving  her  kiss  as  though  he 
had  been  her  father. 

The  last  chapter  shows  us  a  band  of  Sioux 
Indians  on  a  promontory  of  the  Black  Hills, 
watching  upon  the  plain  below  a  long,  low,  moving 
object,  leaving  a  trail  of  smoke.  It  was  a  train  on 
the  railroad.  It  came  from  the  East  and  it  crept 
towards  the  West. 

"  The  chief  was  old  and  wise,  taught  by  sage 
and  star  and  mountain  and  wind  and  the  loneliness 
of  the  prairie-land.  He  recognised  a  superior 
race,  but  not  a  nobler  one.  White  men  would 
glut  the  treasures  of  water  and  earth.  The 
Indian  had  been  born  to  hunt  his  meat,  to  repel 
his  red  foes,  to  watch  the  clouds  and  serve  his 
gods.  But  these  white  men  would  come  like  a 
great  flight  of  grasshoppers  to  cover  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  prairie  land.  The  buffalo 
would  roll  away,  like  a  dust  cloud,  in  the  distance, 
and  never  return.  No  meat  for  the  Indian  ;  no  grass 
for  his  mustang ;  no  place  for  his  home  !  The  Sioux 
must  fight  till  he  died  or  be  driven  back  into  waste 
places  where  grief  and  hardship  would  end  him. 

"  Red  and  dusky  the  sun  was  setting  beyond  the 
desert.  The  old  chief  swept  aloft  his  arm,  and 
then  in  his  acceptance  of  the  inevitable  bitterness, 
he  stood  in  magnificent  austerity,  sombre  as 
death,  seeing  in  this  railroad  train  creeping,  fading 
into  the  ruddy  sunset  a  symbol  of  the  destiny  of 
the  Indian — vanishing — vanishing — vanishing. ' ' 

P.   G.  Y. 

A  WORD    FOR    THE    WEEK. 

"  The  strong'j  the  healthy  wills  in  any  life  must 
determine  to  pursue  the  common  good  at  any 
personal  cost — at  daily  sacrifice." 

Florence  Nightingale. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  he 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

THE    NATIONAL    UNION    OF    TRAINED 
NURSES. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — May  I  be  allowed  to  supplement 
the  account  of  the  "  National  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses  "  given  in  The  British  Journal  of 
Nursing  of  December  loth  ? 

The  Society  was  started  in  Somerset  roughly 
about  20  years  ago  as  "  The  Nurses'  Social 
Union,"  by  Miss  Eden,  Miss  Joseph  and  Miss  Piatt. 
It  was  originally  intended  to  help  isolated  nurses 
in  country  villages  by  providing  them  with  educa- 
tional facilities  and  opportunities  of  meeting  one 
another  in  friendly  intercourse. 

The  county  was  mapped  out  into  areas  with 
a  Branch  of  the  Union  in  each,  and  periodical 
meetings  were  held  which  were  greatly  appreciated 
by  the  members.  Nurses  belonging  to  different 
branches  of  the  profession  were  brought  into 
touch  and  a  real  spirit  of  comradeship  grew  up. 

Before  the  National  Insurance  Scheme  with  its 
campaign  against  Tuberculosis  was  begun  the 
Branches  of  the  Nurses'  Social  Union  had  their 
open-air  Shelters,  which  were  lent  to  patients 
needing  them,  some  of  which  are  still  used  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

They  were  also  pioneers  in  Travelling  Exhibi- 
tions, Picture  Postcards,  Health  Lectures,  &c.,  and 
the  fame  of  their  exhibits  reached  far  beyond  the 
county.  They  were  shown  most  successfully  in 
London,  Dubhn,  Bristol,  Gloucester,  &c.,  while  for 
several  years  the  Union  supported  a  Lecturer  who 
rendered  valuable  educational  services  throughout 
the  county. 

The  Society  in  Somerset  proved  so  successful 
that  other  counties  wanted  to  copy  it,  and  it  was 
felt  that  there  should  be  some  Central  Body  to 
which  counties  could  affiliate.  About  twelve 
years  ago  therefore  a  Central  Committee  was 
formed  in  London  and  an  office  started  there. 
This  led  to  a  rapid  change  in  the  character  of  the 
Union  which  altered  its  name  to  "  The  National 
Union  of  Trained  Nurses,"  and  gradually  restricted 
its  membership  to  fully  trained  women. 

As  is  shown  in  Miss  Nicholls'  article,  it  still  does 
very  valuable  work  and  is  a  source  of  inspiration 
and  help  to  large  numbers  of  the  Nursing  Pro- 
fession, but  there  are  many  lonely  women  working 
often  singlehanded  as  District  Nurses  in  country 
villages  or  in  small  workhouses  who  miss  the  oppor- 
tunities of  keeping  abreast  with  nursing  develop- 
ments, theoretical  and  practical,  and  the  kindly 
human  intercourse  provided  by  the  friendly 
gatherings  of  the  old  "  Nurses'  Social  Union." 

I  am,  yours  faithfully. 

An  Original  Member. 


[We  well  remember  the  very  valuable  work 
done  by  the  Nurses'  Social  Union  in  former  years, 
to  which  "  An  Original  Member  "  refers.  Now  that 
State  Registration  has  been  won — which  cost  so 
much  time  and  money — and  the  Nursing  Profession 
has  been  put  on  a  legal  basis,  social  work  should 
more  and  more  occupy  the  time  of  the  nurses'  or- 
ganisations, and  no  organisation  has  the  threads 
of  such  work  in  hand  equally  with  the  pioneer 
N. U.T.N.  The  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  engineered 
by  hospital  officials,  came  along  and,  unhappily, 
absorbed  many  of  the  most  useful  local  branches 
of  the  N.U.T.N.,  but  having  done  so,  has  entirely 
failed  to  carry  on  the  useful  educative  social  work 
done  by  them.  Would  it  not  be  possible  for  the 
N. U.T.N,  to  revive  its  former  activities  ? — Ed.] 

KERNELS     FROM     CORRESPONDENCE. 

A.  E.  M.  (Sister). — "I  quite  agree  that  no 
mental  nursing  Sister  should  attend  a  General 
Nursing  Sister's  case,  and  vice  versa.  1  stick 
exclusively  to  my  own  special  branch.  .  .  . 
Mental  nursing  is  coming  into  its  own  now,  if  only 
the  nurses  rise  to  the  occasion  and  realise  their 
opportunities.  As  in  the  other  branches  of  our 
profession,  'tis  only  the  few  who  take  a  deep 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  their  craft.  I  often  din 
into  the  ears  of  those  who  will  listen  how  narrow 
the  personal  spirit  is." 

[Many  of  our  readers  have  enjoyed  the  high- 
toned  articles  from  the  pen  of  this  correspondent 
in  the  B.J.N.  We  hope  she  will  continue  to  urge 
well-trained  Mental  Nurses  to  support  the  State 
Register  of  Mental  Nurses,  and  thus  enjoy  a 
professional  status  in  the  future  which  has  been 
denied  to  us  all  in  the  past.  Mental  Nurses  who 
hold  the  certificate  of  the  Medico-Psychological 
Association  or  its  equivalent  are  eUgible  for 
registration,  and  should  build  up  a  strong  elector- 
ate through  which  to  elect  representatives  on  to 
the  General  Nursing  Council  when  the  opportunity 
is  afforded  to  them  some  time  this  year. — Ed.] 


WHERE  TO  REGISTER. 

Nurses  who  wish  to  be  included  in  the  First 
State  Register  should  not  delay  to  send  in  their 
Application  Forms. 

In  England  and  Wales. — Apply  to  the  Registrar, 
G.N.C.,  12,  York  Gate,  Regent's  Park,  London. 
N.W. 

In  Scotland. — Apply  to  the  Registrar,  13,  Melville 
Street,  Edinburgh. 

In  Ireland. — Apply  to  the  Registrar,  33,  St. 
Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 


OUR   PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

January  21st. — ^What  do  you  understand  by 
hyperpyrexia  ?  State  in  full  the  different  methods 
which  might  be  adopted  to  control  it. 

January  28th. — ^What  varieties  of  immunity 
have  you  heard  of  ?  In  what  ways  can  an  in- 
dividual be  protected  against  an  infectious  disease  ? 
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The  Midwile. 


STERILISED    LAYETTES. 


The  skin  in  the  earliest  months  of  life  (says  the 
Lancet)  is  exceptionally  vulnerable,  being  endowed 
with  but  low  power  of  resistance  to  invading 
micro-organisms  and  exposed  to  unusual  irritation, 
both  chemical,  from  faeces  and  urine,  and  mechani- 
cal in  such  regions  as  the  occiput  and  the  heels. 
Prof.  E.  Weill,  of  Lyon,  claims  to  have  demon- 
strated that  the  surest  way  of  protecting  infants 
from  dangerous  skin  infections  is  to  clothe  them 
systematically  in  steriUsed  linen.  Tliis  is  especi- 
ally necessary  in  the  more  or  less  infected  environ- 
ment of  a  hospital.  In  his  earlier  experience,  he 
found  that  sterilised  wrappings  prevented  body 
infections,  but  there  were  some  cases  of  local 
infection  of  the  occipital  scalp.  The  latter  dis- 
appeared when  sterilised  bonnets  were  included 
in  the  infant  wardrobe.  Some  control  experiments 
were  furnished  by  changes  of  personnel  or  momen- 
tary disorders  of  the  sterilising  plant.  Re- 
appearance of  infection  was  regularly  observed  on 
these  occasions.  The  following  figures  demon- 
strate satisfactorily  the  success  of  the  method 
as  practised  in  the  professor's  creche  : — 

A=  Before  use  of  sterilised   clothes   (1897-1902). 
B  =  After  adoption    of    sterilisation    (1902-1909). 


Total 
admis- 
sions . 


886 
I184 


Total  skin 
infections. 


9^ 

9^ 


Infected  on 
admission. 


32=36% 
80  =  6.9% 


Infected  in 
hospital. 


61  =  6.7% 
13=1% 


Death  with 
cutaneous 
abscesses. 


56=6.3% 


The  general  mortality  of  the  creche  has  also 
shown  a  diminution  since  the  introduction  of 
sterilised  clothing,  but  this  reduction  is  probably 
due  in  part  to  other  factors. 


LECTURES  ON  INFANT  CARE. 

A  Course  of  Advanced  Lectures  on  Infant  Care 
for  Infant  Welfare  Workers,  Teachers,  Mothers, 
&c.,  will  be  held  at  the  Lecture  Hall,  Carnegie 
House,  117,  Piccadilly,  London,  W.i  (corner  of 
Down  Street),  from  January  23rd  to  April  loth, 
1922.  The  course  is  in  preparation  for  the 
advanced  certificate  of  the  National  Association 
for  the  Prevention  of  Infant  Mortality.  Local 
Authorities  are  informed  that  the  Ministry  of 
Health  allows  approved  expenditure  in  respect  of 
the  expenses  incurred  in  attending  these  lectures 
by  health  workers  employed  by  Local  Authorities 
to  rank  for  grant. 

Fees  for  the  whole  course  of  12  lectures,  8s.  6d.  ; 
for  single  lectures,  is.  3d.  Tickets  should  be 
obtained  in  advance  from  Miss  Halford,  Hon. 
Secretary,  N.A.P.I.M.,  at  117,  Piccadilly,  from 
whom  the  Syllabus  of  Lectures  may  be  obtained. 


CENTRAL    IVIIDWIVES'    BOARD. 

Board  Meetings  in  1922. 
The  dates  of  the  Ordinary  Board   Meetings  of 
the  Central  Midwives'  Board   in  1922   have    been 
fixed  as  follows  :— 

January  26th.  June  22nd. 

February  23rd.  July  27th. 

March  23rd.  October  12th. 

April  27th.  November  i6th. 

May  25th.  December  14th. 


SUPPLEMENTARY     BREAST     FEEDING 
IN    CHINA. 

Dr.  Grace  Morland,  writing  to  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  on  the  subject  of  supplemental 
breast  feeding  in  China,  from  Suining,  Sze,  West 
China,  remarks  : — 

"  A  babies'  welcome  would  be  worth  trying, 
I  think,  but  I'm  not  sure  you  would  get  much 
audience  except  in  groups  in  their  own  homes. 
Chinese  women  are  extraordinarily  difficult  to  get 
out,  except  to  see  a  new  bride  or  a  theatre.  Women 
go  on  breast-feeding  here  much  longer  than  in 
England.  Children  up  to  three  years  are  breast- 
fed, and  their  feeds  are  supplemented  with  a  little  of 
what  the  older  folks  have  !  You  see  small  kiddies 
eating  dry  rice  with  chopsticks.  The  smallest 
children  mostly  have  a  watery  rice.  There  are  a 
very  few  well-to-do  folk  who  buy  cow's  milk,  but 
the  ordinary  Chinese  woman  uses  neither  cow's 
milk  nor  goat's  milk.  The  babies  are  practically  all 
breast-fed  ;  if  the  mother  can't  do  it,  a  wet-nurse 
is  found  ;  a  mother  may  often  be  seen  feeding  two 
of  her  own  children  at  once.  It  is  awfully  hard  on 
the  women.  There  are  goats,  but  they  are  only  kept 
for  kilhng  ;  that  is  the  only  sort  of  mutton  we  get. 

"  There  are  no  statistics  of  infant  mortality.  It's 
appalling.  Heaps  and  heaps  of  babies  die  from 
tetanus  within  seven  days.  Many  are  stillborn,  and 
I  think  the  women  must  be  naturally  small.  Those 
I  go  to  most  frequently  could  not  deliver  them- 
selves without  assistance.  But  there  is  httle  de- 
mand for  a  foreign  doctor.  They  come  to  us  for  itch 
ointment  or  anything  as  long  as  they  are  cured 
quickly  enough.  But  if  a  baby  is  really  ill,  it  is 
only  brought  when  it  is  hopeless  to  do  anything." 

Presumably  the  tetanus,  like  that  which  formerly 
caused  a  holocaust  of  infants  in  the  island  of  St. 
Kilda,  is  due  to  infection  of  the  cord  at  the  time 
of  its  severance. 

The  Editor  of  the  above  journal  states  that  "  the 
supplemental  breast-feeding  described  by  Dr.  Grace 
Morland  appears  to  resemble  that  now  advocated 
by  our  most  advanced  teachers." 


The  first  number  of  The  New  Generation  is  now 
on  sale,  price  6d.  monthly  ;  subscription  rate, 
twelve  months,  7s.,  post  free,  in  advanqe,  from  the 
Publisher,  124,  Victoria  Street,  S.W.i. 
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EDITORIAL. 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  NURSES. 

The  announcement  that  a  meeting-  of  the 
International  Council  of  Nurses  is  to  be  held 
in  Copenhag-en  at  the  end  of  May  has  been 
received  with  unfeigned  pleasure  by  British 
Nurses.  The  former  meetings  have  been  so 
useful,  so  stimulating,  so  enjoyable,  that  it  has 
been  one  of  the  real  deprivations  to  nurses, 
consequent  upon  the  war,  that  no  meeting-  has 
been  held  since  an  Executive  Meeting  in  San 
Francisco  in  191 5- 

Financially  it  will  be  possible  for  many 
European  Nurses  to  attend  a  meeting  in 
Copenhagen,  and  we  think  the  choice  of  the 
capital  of  Denmark  is  a  very  happy  one. 
Copenhagen  is  a  most  beautiful  and  interest- 
ing city,  easy  of  access,  the  Danish  Council  of 
Nurses  is  extremely  well  organised,  and  we 
have  no  doubt  of  the  excellence  of  the  arrange- 
ments it  will  make  for  the  International  Meet- 
ing, or  of  the  warmth  of  the  welcome  the  dele- 
gates will  receive. 

It  is  now  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  since 
the  International  Council  of  Nurses  was 
founded  in  London,  and  for  the  information 
of  the  generation  of  nurses  which  has  grown 
up  since  that  time  a  brief  account  of  this 
foundation  may  be  useful. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Matrons'  Council  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  held  during  the 
meeting  of  the  International  Council  of 
Women  in  London  in  1899,  at  which  a  number 
of  distinguished  foreign  nurses  were  present, 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  spoke  on  "  The  Inter- 
national Idea,"  and  proposed  "That  steps  be 
taken  to  organise  an  International  Council  of 
Nurses."  The  proposal  was  unanimously 
approved,  and  a  Provisional  Committee  con- 
stituted on  the  nomination  of  the  foreign 
nurses  then  in  London,  who  also  requested  the 
English  members  to  draw  up  a  Draft  Consti- 


tution. This  Draft  Constitution,  previously 
circulated,  was  submitted  and  approved  at  the 
meeting  of  the  International  Council  of  Nurses 
in  Buffalo,  U.S.A.,  in  1901. 

The  organisation  decided  upon  was  simple, 
but  most  effective.  Taking  the  certificated 
nurse  as  the  Unit,  she  is  then  associated  with 
other  certificated  nurses  of  the  same  Training 
School  in  a  School  League  or  an  Association 
composed  entirely  of  nurses,  and  these  Asso- 
ciations in  their  turn  are  associated  together 
in  a  National  Council  of  Trained  Nurses.  The 
associated  National  Councils  form  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Nurses,  thus  opening  up  to 
the  most  recently  qualified  nurses  a  spacious 
professional  environment  in  which  they  are 
brought  into  contact  with  the  leaders  of  the 
nursing  profession  throughout  the  world. 

From  its  foundation  it  has  been  the  custom 
of  the  International  Council  of  Nurses  to  hold 
a  Congress  in  connection  with  its  business 
meetings,  such  Congresses  being  organised  by 
the  National  Council  of  Nurses  of  the  country 
in  which  the  meeting  is  held,  which  also 
arranges  delightful  social  functions.  The  Con- 
gresses held  in  Buffalo  in  1901,  Berlin  in  1904, 
Paris  in  1907,  London  in  1909,  and  Cologrie 
in  1912,  when  nurses  of  23  nations  were  pre- 
sent, afforded  demonstrations  of  the  capacity 
of  nurses  for  organisation,  were  fruitful  in 
useful  results,  and  are  full  of  delightful 
memories.  The  San  Francisco  Meeting  in 
191 5  was  shorn  of  its  glory  owing  to  the  war, 
and  we  do  not  yet  know  to  what  extent  the 
Congress  and  Social  side  of  the  meeting  at 
Copenhagen  will  be  developed.  But  we  are 
sure  that  Mrs.  Henny  Tscherning,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  International  Council  of  Nurses, 
and  the  Danish  Council  of  Nurses,  will  do  all 
in  their  power  to  maintain  the  great  traditions 
of  the  Council,  and  we  shall  keep  our  readers 
well  informed  of  the  details  of  the  arrange- 
ments. 
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OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


WHAT    DO    YOU    UNDERSTAND    BY    HYPERPYREXIA? 

STATE   IN   FULL  THE    DIFFERENT  METHODS   WHICH 

MIGHT    BE    ADOPTED    TO    CONTROL    IT. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Henrietta  Ballard,  Garrett 
Anderson  Hospital,  Euston  Road,  N.W. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

The  mechanism  concerned  in  the  reg-ulation 
of  the  body  heat  is  liable  to  disorder  when 
either  the  heat-formings  or  heat-losing  org-ans 
are  diseased  or  injured,  and  elevation  of  the 
temperature  of  the  body  is  rarely  absent,  but 
there  may  be  an  abnormal  fall  if  very  exhaust- 
ing conditions  arise. 

Abnormal  elevation  of  temperature,  105°  F. 
or  over,  is  known  as  hyperpyrexia,  and  is 
usually  a  fatal  symptom  in  brain  and  spinal 
cord  affections,  but  frequently  occurs  in  some 
fevers  and  septic  infections. 

This  elevation  of  body  heat  is  due  to  : — 

1.  Disease  of  Heat  Centres,  such  as  injuxy 
to  the  nervous  system,  especially  the  cervical 
or  dorsal  region  of  the  spinal  cord,  and  in- 
creased heat  production  is  being-  carried  on 
unchecked  in  the  tissues  by  paralysis  of  some 
part  of  the  nervous  system  having-  resulted. 

2.  Exposure  to  Excessive  Heat. — In  tropical 
countries  slight  exposure  to  the  sun's  rays  will 
result  in  sunstroke,  and  may  cause  hyper- 
pyrexia. 

3.  Sepsis. — A  local  infection  by  micro- 
org-anisms  may  produce  increased  production 
of  heat  at  the  original  centre,  and  unless  their 
action,  is  speedily  checked,  general  septicaemia 
of  the  body  will  ensue,  with  hyperpyrexia  and 
fatal  result. 

4.  Disease. — Some  diseases  are  attended 
with  hyperpyrexia  in  quite  moderate  attacks, 
such  as  rheumatic  fever,  tuberculosis  in  very 
active  disease,  enteric  and  sometimes  scarlet 
fever  and  other  infectious  fevers,  but  it  is  a 
grave  complication  of  the  latter. 

Treatment. — i.  Preventative. — Under  this 
heading  one  can  only  place  drugs,  quinine  and 
salicylic  acid  being  the  most  useful,  and  eleva- 
tion of  temperature  may  be  prevented  by  their 
continuous  use  for  a  few  days  at  the  onset  of 
some  affections,  rheumatism  being  treated  with 
salicylic  acid,  and  quinine  has  a  specific  action 
on  malaria. 

Remedial. — In  injury  or  disease  of  the 
nervous  system,  in  which  hyperpyrexia  has 
resulted,  little  can  be  done  except  applications 
of  ice  to  the  head,  either  in  ice-bags,  the  ice 


broken  very  small  and  put  into  a  rubber  bag 
used  for  that  purpose,  or  by  Leiter's  tubes, 
coils  of  tubes  fitting  on  the  top  of  the  head 
through  which  iced  water  flows  continuously. 

2.  After  excessive  heat  exposure  a  cool 
atmosphere  and  similar  application  to  head  as 
above,  tog-ether  with  cold  sponging,  may  aid 
in  reducing  the  hyperpyrexia. 

3.  Local  septic  infection  needs  surgical  treat- 
ment before  general  infection  has  time  to 
result,  but  if  such  does  happen,  to  save  life 
the  amputation  of  a  limb  or  the  removal  of  an 
organ  may  be  considered  necessary  by  the 
medical  attendant  to  reduce  the  hyperpyrexia 
caused  by  the  micro-organisms  and  their 
toxins. 

4.  Diseases. — Rheumatic  fever  with  hyper- 
pyrexia is  often  treated  by  cold  baths,  the 
patient  being  swung  into  a  bath  T.  80°  F., 
and  the  temperature  gradually  lowered  to 
50°  F.,  the  patient  then  dried  and  put  back 
to  bed,  but  collapse  must  be  watched  for  by 
heart  failure  resulting. 

Tuberculosis. — Hyperpyrexia  in  this  disease 
is  a  symptom  of  very  active  disease,  usually 
towards  the  end  of  disease ;  cold  spongings, 
with  vinegar  or  alcohol  added  to  the  water, 
are  very  refreshing,  but  if  the  disease  remains 
active  nothing  will  be  of  much  avail. 

Fevers  complicated  with  this  abnormal  rise 
of  temperature  are  treated  by  cold  wet  packs, 
cold  baths,  and  spongings.  On  the  other  hand, 
sometimes  the  giving  of  hot  alcoholic  or  stimu- 
lating drinks  and  brisk  purgatives  do  more  to 
lower  the  temperature  than  the  refrigerating 
methods,  as  they  stimulate  the  secretions  of 
the  skin,  and  by  inducing  perspiration  get  rid 
of  a  large  amount  of  excess  of  heat,  and  a 
warm  bath  after  may  have  a  very  soothing 
effect. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  M.  Wilkinson,  Miss  K. 
James,  Miss  P.  Thomson,  Miss  J.  Robinson. 

Miss  M.  Wilkinson  advocates  the  use  of 
tepid  baths  in  the  treatment  of  hyperpyrexia, 
as  being  less  of  a  shock  than  cold  baths.  The 
temperature  should  be  about  90°  F.  in  the  first 
instance,  and  slowly  reduced  to  70°  F.  by  the 
addition  of  cold  water.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  the  temperature  of  the  patient  will  con- 
tinue to  fall  after  his  removal  from  the  bath. 

QUESTION   FOR    NFXT    WEEK. 

What  varieties  of  immunity  have  you  heard 
of?  In  what  ways  can  an  individual  be  pro- 
tected against  an  infectious  disease? 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


We  hear  there  is  to  be  a  g^reat  g-athering 
of  the  clans  at  the  Royal  British  Nurses' 
Association  Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W., 
on  January  28th,  when  Miss  Beatrice  Cutler 
will  be  "At  Home"  from  4  to  6,  to  bid 
farewell  for  a  season  to  her  many  friends, 
before  starting-  off  on  her  travels  to  South 
Africa.  Miss  Cutler  is  g-reatly  looking-  forward 
to  a  visit  to  this  wonderful  country,  and  may 
be  away  a  year.  No  doubt  she  will  meet  some 
of  the  distinguished  nurses  who  form  the  South 
African  Trained  Nurses'  Association — if  so, 
we  hope  she  will  interest  them  in  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Nurses,  which,  will  be  all 
the  more  representative  when  their  influential 
Association  is  affiliated  to  it. 


A  subscriber  writes  : — 

"I  understand  that  Nurses  who  have  applied 
for  information  with  reg-ard  to  thei  circular  and 
card  sent  out  by  the  Nurses'  Co-operation, 
22,  Lang-ham  Street,  W.,  to  which  you  alluded 
last  week,  have  been  told  that  those  who  sub- 
scribe £1  IS.  will  be  allowed  to  reside  in  the 
Howard  de  WaJden  Home,  and  those  who  do 
not  will  have  to  go  elsewhere.  I  think  this 
must  be  a  misunderstanding-  on  the  part  of  the 
Nurses. 

The  Home  was  built  partly  out  of  the 
money  subscribed  by  the  Nurses'  Co-operation, 
and  it  has  often  been  found  necessary  to 
subsidise  it  from  the  Co-operation  funds.  I 
do  not  see,  therefore,  that  it  will  be  possible 
for  the  Committee  of  Managrement  to  make 
"  fishi  of  one  and  flesh  of  another  "  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Nursing  Staff.  It  would  seem  that 
all  or  none  must  participate  in  this  benefit. 

The  Howard  de  Walden  Home  and  Club 
was  built  some  twenty  years  ag-o,  on  ground 
kindly  procured  for  the  Nurses'  Co-operation 
by  Lady  Howard  de  Walden.  She  defrayed 
half  of  the  cost  of  the  buildings,  and  the  Co- 
operation, having  first  obtained  permission 
from  the  Nurses,  subscribed  some  £7,500  to 
complete  the  amount  required.  I  understand 
that  after  a  certain  number  of  years,  like  other 
leasehold  property,  the  Club  reverts  to  the 
Howard  de  Walden  Estate. 

A  long  time  ag'o,  I  heard  of  dissatisfaction 
with  regfard  to  the  management.  About  1916 
it  was  very  much  in  debt,  and  the  Nurses  were 
asked  to  subscribe  ;£5oo  out  of  their  own 
pockets  to  clear  it.  When  it  was  first  built, 
an  agreement  was  made  between  the  Nurses' 
Co-operation   (presiumably  without  asking  the 


nurses'  permission  this  time)  and  the  Howard 
de  Walden  Trustees,  by  which  no  member  of 
the  Nursing  Staff  could  sit  on  the  Home  Com- 
mittee. This  seems  to  be  the  foundation  of  all 
the  trouble. 

A  couple  of  years  agfo  several  Nurses' 
Representatives  approached  the  Howard  de 
Walden  Trustees  and  asked  them  to  alter  this 
agreement.  They  were  successful  in  their 
endeavour,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Manag"ement  of  the  Nurses'  Co-operation 
announced  at  the  general  meeting  in  1919  that 
the  Trustees  had  consented  to  this  alteration. 
He  added,  and  I  am  very  much  inclined  to 
agree  with  him,  that  it  would  do  the  nurses 
no  harm  to  know  some  of  the  difficulties  of 
running  the  Club.  The  Representatives, 
therefore,  obtained  a  very  definite  benefit  for 
the  Members  of  the  Staff. 

A  small  clique  (perhaps  more  concerned  to 
stand  well  with  the  Authorities  themselves  than 
to  benefit  their  coHeagues),  without  consulting 
the  majority,  presented  a  petition  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manag-ement,  asking  them  not  to 
appoint  any  Nurses  on  the  Home  Committee, 
as  they  were  quite  content  with  things  as  they 
were.  By  the  action  of  a  few,  the  benefit  that 
had  been  obtained,  at  great  cost,  by  their  more 
wide-minded  coHeagries  was  done  away  with. 

I  hear  that  the  Club  is  ag-ain  in  debt,  but 
it  would  seem  very  unlikely  that  any  Nurses' 
Representatives  will  be  found  sufficiently  dis- 
interested to  bring  the  matter  forward  again, 
at  the  risk  of  ruining-  their  own  careers. 

The  majority  of  the  Nurses  not  only  sold 
their  colleagues,  but  also  their  own  birthrig-ht, 
and  must  *  grin  and  bear  it !  *  " 


The  aim  of  the  Nurses'  Co-operation  is  a 
most  laudable  one — to  procure  for  the  nurses 
full  remuneration  for  their  work.  But  work, 
like  everything  else  in  these  days  of  high  taxa- 
tion, costs  more  to  procure.  Rent,  rates, 
taxes,  labour,  ligfht,  fire,  telephone,  stamps, 
and  every  other  item  of  administration,  has 
almost  doubled  since  the  war,  and  the  cost  of 
running  Clubs  for  working  women  with  any 
deg-ree  of  comfort  and  refinement  is  enormous. 
The  only  way  to  manage  business  satis- 
factorily is  to  make  those  who  benefit  help  to 
managfe  their  own  affairs.  That  is,  if  they  are 
to  be  taug-ht  that  personal  responsibility  is  the 
duty  of  every  self-supporting  person.  The 
other  alternative — excJiuding  the  workers  from 
an  intelligent  knowledge  of  professional 
or  industrial  economics  concerning  their  own 
labour — is  to  invite  the  inevitable  dissatis- 
faction   and    resentment    of    ignorance;    and 


36 


XLl)c  Brltieb  3ournal  of  IRureinfi. 


January  21,   1 92  2 


ignorance  is  responsible  for  more  unhappiness 
in  this  world  than  can  possibly  be  estimated 
by   self-sufficient,   well-meaning'  meddlters. 

The  whole  nursingf  world  is  sufferings  from 
lack  of  self-reliance  and  stability,  as  the  result 
of  patriarchal  interference  upon  the  part  of 
reactionary  men  and  women  who  will  continue 
to  feed  it  from  a  pap-boat. 


Members  of  the  Trained  Women  Nurses' 
Friendly  Society  are  to  be  congratulated  that 
their  Committee  has  decided  that  their  surplus 
funds  shall  be  distributed  in  the  form  of  addi- 
tional benefit,  instead  of  in  subsidising  other 
societies  or  institutions.  The  full  sickness 
benefit  to  which  members  coming-  under  the 
present  valuation  are  now  entitled  is  14s.  6d. 
weekly.  This  is  an  instance  of  the  advantag^e  of 
the  management  of  the  affairs  of  a  Nurses' 
Friendly  Society  by  a  professional  Committee, 
which  realises  what  will  be  of  most  benefit  to 
the  members.  The  arrangement,  which  has 
been  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  has 
g-iven  much  satisfaction  to  the  members  of  the 
T.W.N.F.S. 


The  letter  of  the  Rev.  William  Galpin,  to 
which  we  alluded  last  week,  aroused  interest 
in  several  papers  concerning-  the  reasons  for 
the  shortage  of  probationers ;  the  statement 
that  "after  a  few  months  nurses  are  mostly 
flung  back  broken  in  spirit  and  nearly  always 
in  body,  with  ankles  and  legs  marred  for  life," 
sounds  somewhat  exagfg-erated,  but  if  all  feet, 
"  ankles  and  legs  "  were  carefully  inspected 
before  a  girl  was  admitted  for  training,  and 
ag-ain  after  a  trial  period,  it  would  in  some 
measure  prove  the  strain  to  which  the  worker 
had  been  subjected.  Also  probationers  should 
be  instructed  as  to  footwear,  as  the  rig-ht  type 
of  shoe — which  should  support  the  instef> — 
saves  many  a  breakdown.  The  habit  of 
gripping  polished  floors  in  higfh-heeled  shoes  is 
a  sure  incentive  to  varicose  veins,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  annoyance  of  the  never-ceasing 
noisy  tapping  to  and  fro  to  sick  people. 


On  the  question  of  "Women  Fig-hting-  Shy 
of  Nursing"  Catherine  C.  Osier  writes: — 
"  This  '  serious  outlook  for  hospitals  '  is  the 
nemesis  for  the  shameful  exploitation  of 
women's  noblest  impulse  to  service,  which, 
despite  continual  exposure  and  protest,  has 
continued  unrelieved  for  years.  Some  of  us 
hope  that  this  is  not  the  only  '  serious  outlook  ' 
which  will  make  itself  apparent  in  connection 
with  the  after-war  reaction  against  justice  and 
fair  play  to  women  which  is  being  sorely  felt." 


We  are  still  of  opinion  that  the  "  eternal 
pettifog-  " — that  is,  the  interference  with  the 
personal  rights  of  nurses  inside  and  outside 
hospitals  by  their  employers — is  a  tremendous 
factor  in  the  shortage  of  applicants.  It  is  high 
time  that  probationers,  like  puppies,  should 
teach  themselves  to  swim. 


Another  correspondent  writes  : — 
"  In  the  last  two  numbers  of  The  British 
Journal  of  Nursing  you  have  commented  on 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining-  recruits  for  the 
Nursing-  Profession.  Surely  the  enclosed 
advertisements  speak  for  themselves.  Very 
few  women  would  spend  four  or  more  years  in 
arduous  training-  for  a  reward  of  £160  per 
annum,  if  without  any  training-  at  all  they  can 
earn  ;iCiSo  !  Strang-e,  also,  to  relate,  the  Chair- 
man, Vice-Chairman,  and  several  members  of 
the  Health  Committee  who  advertised  are 
medical  men.  Their  idea  of  what  the  training- 
of  a  hospital  nurse  entails  must,  indeed,  be  a 
strange  one." 


Of  the  two  advertisements  enclosed,  one  is 
for  a  Health  Visitor,  for  which  a  County 
Boroug-h  requires  that  the  candidates  shall  have 
receivedi  three  years'  hospital  training,  hold 
the  certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board 
and  that  of  the  Sanitary  Institute.  Sailary 
;{;i6o. 

The  second  advertisement,  from  the  Educa- 
tion Committee  in  the  same  town,  requires 
applications  for  a  Lady  Attendance  Officer  in 
the  School  Attendance  Department.  ThesiC 
persons  "  must  possess  a  good  address  and 
personality  and  a  fairly  good  education."  No 
training*  of  any  sort  isi  required.  Uniform  and 
salary  of  £1^0  per  annum  is  offered.  This, 
from  an  Education  Committee,  adds  insult  to 
injury.  Such  advertisements  are  quite  of  an 
ordinary  nature.  Wd  are  constantly  hearing  of 
untrained,  unqualified  women  being-  thrust  into 
positions  of  responsibility ;  and  what  makes 
these  jobs  the  more  intolerable  is  that  it  is  done 
at  the  public's  expense.  We  "  Registered 
Nurses  "  are  taxed  to  undercut  our  own  pro- 
fessional standards.  One  more  item  of  evi- 
dence of  the  ignorance  and  contempt  of  the 
averagfe  citizen — from  higfhest  to  lowest — for 
professional  nursing-.  No  wonder  educated 
girls  fig-ht  shy  of  it. 


The  addition  of  orange-juice  to  the  diet  of 
hand-fed  infants  is  one  which  has  the  approval 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  as  a  preventative  of 
rickets.  A  substitute  is  the  juice  of  Swedish 
turnips  if  fruit  juice  is  not  available. 
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PRACTICAL    PSYCHOLOGY. 


THOUGHT    FORCE. 

An  experience  familiar  to  many  is  when, 
while  readings  a  book  already  read  several  times, 
there  suddenly  flashes  into  the  inner  vision  an 
arresting-  idea,  which  they  had  never  noticed 
before,  as  if  the  sentence  holding-  it  was  Illu- 
minated by  a  searchlight.  The  effect  is  as 
though  another  window  was  opened  in  the  soul, 
revealing  to  it  an  entirely  new  vista.  This 
condition  of  awareness,  the  instant  conception 
of  a  Truth,  may  result  from  a  single  vibration, 
or  a  combination  of  vibrations  playing  on  us, 
to  which  we  respond  because  of  our  mental  evo- 
lution up  to  that  point ;  or  the  vibrations  may 
have  awakened  a  long  slumbering  memory  of 
an  ancient,  well-learnt  lesson. 

A  state  of  awareness  concerning  the  Force  of 
Thougfht  is  only  now  becoming  general 
throug-hout  the  Western  world,  though  for 
thirty  years  past  a  body  of  earnest  students 
have  been  working  on  the  lines  of  this  ages-old 
truth,  as  did  previously  our  seers  and  sag-es — 
Emerson,  Berkeley,  Kant,  and  the  noble  suc- 
cession of  mystics.  Always  this  mighty  power 
of  thought  has  been  operating,  thoug^h  the 
great  masses  of  the  people  have  been  blind  to 
it.  The  war,  by  shattering  much  materialism, 
has  assisted  in  their  awakening.  Many  leaders 
of  prog^ress  to-day  have  grasped  the  fact  that 
all  effective  education  must  begin  with  Thought, 
the  most  subtle,  the  most  irresistible  force. 
Hitherto,  money,  human  life  and  energy  have 
been  poured  out  like  water  in  the  attempt  to 
stem  the  current  of  evil  deeds,  instead  of  con- 
centrating energy  on  the  production  of  right 
thought,  which  by  I'eading  to  right  action 
automatically  excludes  evil  action. 

*'  A  man's  thoughts  are  his  own,"  we  used 
to  be  told.  But,  in  the  sense  implied,  that  is 
just  what  they  are  not.  Our  thoug-hts  are,  for 
weal  or  woe,  influencing  all  those  with  whom 
we  come  in  contact.  We  contribute  by  them  to 
the  field  of  thought  in  which  we  all  dwell — 
hence  crowd  and  mob-psychology.  We  even 
scatter  them  in  quiet  country  roads  as  we  go 
along,  to  be  picked  up  bv  the  mind  of  another 
who  passes.     For  Thoughts  are  Things. 

The  human  mind  is  a  powerful  dynamo; 
thoughts  which  are  invisible  can  be  sent  forth 
into  the  ether  like  an  electric  current ;  another 
human  mind  acts  as  a  receiver,  registering  the 
impressions,  and  his  subsequent  thoughts, 
feelings  and  actions  are  more  or  less  influenced 
by  them.  We  all  know  how  communicable  are 
feelings  of  irritation,  placidity,  or  enthusiasm. 


Our  own  thought  atmosphere  is  created  by  the 
trend  of  our  thoughts,  and  this  individual  atmo- 
sphere attracts  from  the  world  of  thought  the 
power  to  produce  results  according  to  its 
quality.  Other  minds  in  unison  with  oiu"  own 
lend  them  invisible  aid,  bringing  us  strength, 
courage  and  support.  Pure  and  beneficent 
thoug-hts  attract  pure  and  exalted  powers  to  us. 
Impure  and  evil  thoughts  draw  into  our  lives 
the  "  Powers  of  Darkness." 

Some  people  are  exceedingly  sensitive  and 
receptive  to  the  thoughts  they  encounter ;  they 
are  what  is  known  as  being  mediuniistic,  easily 
psychologised  by  other  minds,  or  personal 
magnetism.  Such  persons  should  shun  all 
associations  which  present  temptations,  or 
inferior  ideals,  until  they  have  nurtured  or 
have  acquired  a  considerable  measure  of 
control  over  their  own  thoughts.  Other- 
wise there  is  danger  of  coming  in  con- 
tact with  those  who  will  lead  them  into 
difficulties.  It  is  a  type  frequently  to  be  met 
in  nurse-training  schools,  since  it  includes  the 
material  whichi  goes  to  the  making  of  some  of 
the  best  nurses.  For  it,  discretion  should  ever 
be  the  better  part  of  valour ;  though  the  source 
of  action  is  often  far  superior  to  the  appearance 
of  its  fount,  this  type  is  apt  to  judge  others  too 
tenderly,  to  its  own  undoing. 

In  that  degree  of  thought  in  which  we  hold 
others  we  suggest  to  them  health  or  disease, 
righteousness  or  evil.  Suspicion  tends  to  call 
evil  into  activity ;  to  assume  that  others  are 
trustworthy  will  call  up  latent  honourableness. 
By  imputing  courage  to  another  we  may 
strengthen  the  little  stock  of  that  quality  he 
already  possesses.  All  the  virtues  may  be  sug- 
gested in  the  same  manner,  if  the  thought  be 
sufficiently  powerful,  except  to  those  at  a  very 
low  stage  of  evolution. 

The  response  in  our  own  minds  to  a  thought 
projected  by  another  dep^ends  entirely  on  the 
nature  of  the  thought  and  the  quality  of  the 
matter  of  whichi  our  mental  bodies  consist.  Th« 
rapid  vibrations  of  a  pure  and  lofty  thoughit 
can  only  awaken  response  in  the  subtle  and 
rare  grades  of  mind-stuff.  Coarse  grades 
cannot  respond  because  they  are  unable  to 
vibrate  at  the  necessary  speed.  If  we  have' 
built  the  finer  material  into  our  mental  bodies, 
coarse  and  evil  thougfhts  cannot  injure  us,  as 
they  meet  with  no  answering  vibrations.  But 
a  mental  body  built  of  gross  materials  will  be 
alTected  by  every  evil  thought  it  encounters, 
and  will  he  unable  to  benefit  by  good  thoughts. 
Hour  by  hour  we  are  building  into  our  mental 
bodies  that  which  will  allow  us  to  respond  to 
uplifting  external  thought,   or  that  which  will 
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expose  us  to  the  danger  of  being-  influenced  by 
all  the  evil  which  comes  near  us. 

For  most  of  us  this  mind-building  is  a  slow 
process  if  we  only  drift.  But  those  who  take 
their  minds  in  hand,  consciously  working  with 
the  Law  of  Evolution  to  build  strong,  well- 
vitalised  mental  bodies,  may  make  rapid  pro- 
gress, and  nurses,  especially,  will  find  ample 
opportunity   for  its  application   to  high   ends. 

M.    M.    G.    BlELBY. 


OPEN  LETTER  OF  THANKS, 


ECOLE  FLORENCE  NIGHTINGALE. 


Dr.  Anna  Hamilton,  Directrice  of  the  Ecole 
Florence  Nightingale,  Bagatelle,  Bordeaux,  writes  : 
^  "  You  will  in  a  few  days  receive  a  copy  of  our 
new  nursing  paper.  La  Dame  ct  la  Lampe.  This 
will  be  a  kind  of  League  paper  for  the  nurses 
of  our  School,  and  we  hope  some  day  they  may 
become  its  owners,  thanks  to  shares.  Of  course 
the  journal  could  not  have  been  attempted  unless 
Mme.  Kriegh  had  volunteered  all  the  clerical 
work  for  no  salary.  There  is  such  a  want  to 
publish  so  many  things  about  nursing  in  France 
that  we  felt  we  must  have  a  new  paper. 

"  You  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  the  Memorial 
School  of  the  American  Nurses — Ecole  Florence 
Nightingale — has  its  roof  on  now,  a  splendid  fiat 
roof  where  our  nurses  will  get  such  fine  airing. 
We  are  hoping  to  open  the  school  on  May  12th, 
the  birthday  anniversary  of  Florence  Nightingale. 
We  hope  that  a  member  of  the  family  will  be 
present.  Miss  Clara  Noyes  (the  President  of  the 
American  Nurses'  Association)  is  coming  to  open 
the  door.  It  is  such  a  splendid  building  and  the 
Hall  will  be  fine.  Our  Chairman  (M.  Cruse)  has 
made  us  a  gift  of  a  beautiful  old  stained  glass 
window — the  colours  are  lovely  and  bright — of 
Queen  Ehzabeth  of  Hungary  giving  food  to  the 
poor  (St.  Elizabeth  after  the  Miracle  of  the  Roses) . 
I  think  we  might  place  it  in  the  window  over  the 
fireplace  in  the  big  dining  hall — as  they  are  fine 
windows  looking  over  the  Park.  I  think  we 
might  spare  one. 

"  I  am  busy  planting  a  pleasant  and  useful 
gajden.  The  Uttle  Rockfeller  Dispensary  is 
finished,  and  will  be  officially  opened  on  January 
28th.  It  is  most  lovely  and  has  been  furnished 
in  a  most  up-to-date  fashion  by  the  Rockfeller 
Commission.  They  have  also  sent  us,  last  but  not 
least,  a  nice  nurse — ^Miss  Jeffrys — -who  has  been 
doing  special  tuberculosis  work  for  years.  She 
was  trained  at  the  London  Hospital  and  holds 
C.M.B.  certificate.  She  is  to  manage  the 
Dispensary  for  a  year  and  train  our  pupils 
there." 

This  letter  reporting  the  wonderful  progress  at 
Bagatelle  and  the  near  realization  of  Dr.  Anna 
Hamilton's  life's  work  gives  us  the  keenest  happi- 
ness. It  is  years  and  years  since  we  talked 
together  of  all  these  marvels  which  have  now 
come  to  pass. 


FOR    LEGAL    TITLE    OF    "REGISTERED 
NURSE." 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Editor, — ^There  are  times  when  a  pubUc 
acknowledgment  of  debt  is  due,  and  to-day, 
when  I  have  received  the  Certificate  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales,  certifying 
that  I  have  been  admitted  to  the  General  Part  of 
the  Register  maintained  by  the  Council,  and  that 
I  am  entitled  in  pursuance  of  the  Nurses'  Regis- 
tration Act,  1919,  to  take  and  use  the  title  of 
"Registered  Nurse,"  is  a  fitting  time  to  recall 
some  of  my  indebtedness  to  you. 

In  the  first  place  I  owe  you  the  opportunity  of 
training  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and  my 
certificate  of  three  years'  training ;  for  though  I 
received  it  in  the  eighties,  with  far-sighted  wisdom 
you  had  realised  not  only  that  three  years  was  the 
shortest  period  for  the  really  efficient  training  of  a 
nurse,  but  also  that  in  the  interests  of  the  patients 
of  that  great  hospital  it  was  necessary  to  require 
this  period  of  service,  and  with  you  to  reaUse  was 
to  enforce. 

When,  to  our  sorrow,  you  resigned  the  Matron- 
ship  of  the  hospital,  the  nurse  training-school  of 
which  you  had  organised,  and  for  which  you  had 
done  so  much,  for  other  duties,  you  still  kept  the 
interest  of  the  nursing  profession  close  at  heart, 
and  the  efficiency  not  only  of  the  nurses  of  one 
hospital,  but  of  all  nurses,  and  their  organisation, 
became  your  objective.  You  saw  that  the  best 
method  of  obtaining  this  was  by  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment providing  for  their  registration  by  the  State 
— a  suggestion  which  had  never  before  been 
made  in  any  other  country  in  the  world,  but  which 
now  has  world-wide  acceptance  -  and  early  in 
1888  on  your  initiative,  the  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion of  which  Her  Royal  Highness  Princess 
Christian  graciously  accepted  the  Presidency  was 
launched  at  a  pubUc  meeting  at  St.  George's  HaU. 

I  well  remember  attending  that  meeting,  when 
that  true  friend  of  nurses  the  late  Sir  William 
Savory  presided,  the  earnestness  and  enthusiasm 
which  characterised  it,  and  the  applause  which 
greeted  the  opening  statement  of  its  Royal  Presi- 
dent that  "  the  first  object  of  the  Association  was 
to  obtain  for  the  caUing  of  nursing  the  recognised 
position  and  legal  constitution  of  a  profession. 
.  It  wiU  follow  from  this  that  in  the  future 
every  member  of  the  nursing  profession  must 
have  been  educated  up  to  a  definite  standard  of 
knowledge  and  efficiency."  From  that  day  to 
this  you  have  worked  unceasingly  to  attain  that 
end,  and  it  is  no  small  thing  that  the  nursing 
profession  in  this  country  has  had  at  its  disposal 
the  wisdom,  the  genius,  the  initiative,  the  devoted 
work,  of  so  selfless  and  courageous  a  leader  as 
yourself. 

Perhaps  I  should  put  dauntless  courage  first, 
for  over  and  over  again,  through  the  long  fight  to 
obtain  State  Registration  of  Nurses,  it  has  been 
put  to  the  test.     At  the  initiation  of  the  movement 


January  21,  1922       ^j)c  3Brlti0b  Joumal  of  fluretn^. 


39 


I  think  none  of  us  realised  how  long  it  would  be 
before  the  goal  was  won.  We  had  not  reaUsed 
the  strong  economic  and  social  influences  or  the 
forces  of  privilege  which  we  should  be  up  against, 
and  the  demand  seemed  so  reasonable,  so  simple, 
so  beneficial  to  the  community  that  we  thought  it 
]iad  only  to  be  put  forward  to  be  accepted.  But 
more  than  thirty  years  elapsed  before  Acts  for  the 
Registration  of  Nurses  were  placed  on  the  Statute 
Book  of  these  Realms  entaihng  an  expenditure  of 
time,  and  work,  and  money  on  your  part  which 
you  alone  can  estimate. 

Any  acknowledgment  of  the  debt  due  to  you 
would  be  more  than  inadequate  without  mention 
of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing,  which  (as 
the  Nursing  Record)  you  secured  in  1893,  so  that 
nurses  might  have  a  free  voice  in  the  Press,  and  of 
which  you  have  acted  as  Hon.  Editor  for  aU  these 
years.  Without  the  effective  voice  of  that  gallant 
Journal  the  fight  for  Registration  would  not  have 
been  brought  to  so  successful  an  issue. 

In  all  ages  they  have  stoned  the  prophets,  and 
you  have  had  more  than  your  share  of  stones  in 
contending  for  our  professional  hberties.  But 
your  work  for  nurses  is  known  and  honoured  all 
over  the  world,  and  there  are  thousands  of  nurses 
in  this  country  to-day  who  reahse,  with  me,  that 
it  is  to  you  primarily  they  owe  the  great  privilege 
of  their  Registration  by  the  State,  and  who  hold  in 
deepest  admiration  your  capacity,  your  courage, 
your  loyalty  to  the  working  members  of  the 
profession,  to  which  you  are  a  shining  example  of 
those  virtues. 

In  all  gratitude  I  subscribe  myself, 
Margaret  Breay, 

Registered  Nurse. 


GENERAL    NURSING    COUNCIL     FOR 
ENGLAND   AND   WALES. 

We  may  hope  that  at  an  early  date,  the 
Minister  of  Health  havings  returned  from  a 
short  vacation,  the  General  Nursing-  Council 
affairs  will  be  set  in  order.  The  nurses  of 
this  country  have  a  rig^ht  to  claim  that  the 
Registration  Act  which  they  finance  shall  not 
be  held  up  by  any  person  whatever.  It  took 
the  pioneer  nurses  thirty  years  of  self-sacrific- 
ing toil  to  educate  Parliament  on  the  question 
of  the  necessity,  in  their  own  and  the  public's 
interest,  that  their  invaluable  work  should, 
like  the  analogous  professions  of  medicine  and 
midwifery,  be  organised  and  protected  by  the 
State.  It  took  from  ;^30,oc)o  to  ;^4o,ooo, 
contributed  by  their  friends  and  from  their  own 
scanty  earnings,  to  pay  for  the  publicity  of  the 
movement,  and  the  mere  suggestion,  as  put 
forth  in  more  than  one  paper,  that  the  Act 
shall  be  annulled  and  that  their  hard-earned 
legal  status  shall  be  swept  away,  proves 
the  attitude  of  publicists  and  others  towards 


the  nursing  profession  of  this  country^ — a  serf 
class,  to  be  treated  as  such.  In  this  connec- 
tion a  very  grave  miscalculation  has  been 
made,  and  pending  the  decision  of  the  Minister 
as  to  which  course — as  provided  under  the 
Act — will  be  taken,  we  are  informed  that  the 
organised  Nurses'  Associations  are  taking 
counsel  together  as  to  the  best  method  of  pro- 
tecting the  rights,  privileges,  and  responsi- 
bilities granted  to  them  by  Parliament. 


THE    GREEK    NURSING    UNIT. 

r^Last  week  we  related  some  experiences  ^of 
members  of  the  Greek  Nursing  Unit  in  hospitals 
in  Athens.  Sisters  Catherine  Evans,  Oakley- 
Wilhams,  Bagster,  and  Browne  were  stationed 
still  nearer  to  the  seat  of  war  with  two  other 
English  Sisters  from  Athens,  first  at  Smyrna 
(where  the  lovely  bay  rivals  the  Bay  of  Naples) 
in  a  wing  of  the  Greek  Civilian  Hospital,  and  then, 
when  an  advance  was  made,  at  Dorileon  (Eski- 
Chehir)  where  a  hospital  of  150  beds  established 
in'a  school  acted  more  or  less  as  a  Clearing  Station. 
The  Director  was  a  Greek  medical  man.  The 
conditions  were  more  primitive  than  at  Smyrna, 
some  of  the  patients  being  laid  on  stretchers, 
which  the  Sisters  had  to  carefully  avoid  stepping 
over.  The  cases  were  mainly  head  injuries,  jaw 
cases,  bad  fractures,  and  amputations  for  injury 
and  gangrene.  As  in  the  French  hospitals,  the 
patients  were  taken  into  a  special  room  for  dress- 
ings, very  few  being  done  in  the  wards.  Beds 
were  utihzed  in  houses  near  by,  as  well  as  in  the 
hospital  proper,  which  had  two  floors,  with  theatre 
and  dressing  room.  Convoys  were  received  from 
the  Front  every  day, '  but  only  the  worst  cases 
were  retained,  the  others  after  treatment  or  first 
aid  being  sent  down  to  Smyrna. 

The  Sisters  had  a  most  interesting  experience, 
and  not  only  the  Greeks  but  the  Turks  also  were 
most  friendly,  and  they  were  invited  into  the 
Turkish  harems,  and  also  shown  the  Mosques. 
They  made  many  friends  amongst  all  classes, 
and  are  quite  sad  to  be  home  again. 


THE  FOREST  BIRD. 

The  loveliest  things  of  earth  are  not 

Her  lihes,  waterfalls  or  trees  ; 

Or  clouds  that  float  like  still,  white  stones 

Carved  upon  azure  seas  ; 

*  *  *  * 

But  in  transparency  of  thought 

Out  of  the  branched,   dark-foUaged  word 
There  flits  a  strange,   soft-ghmmering  Ught, 

Shy  as  a  forest   bird. 
Most  lovely  and  most  shy  it  comes 

From  realms  of  sense  unknown. 

And  sings  of  earthly  doom, 
Of  an  immortal  happiness 

In  the  soul's  deepening  gloom. 

From  In  Time  Like  Glass. 
By  W.  J.  Turner. 
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THE    PROFESSIONAL    UNION    OF 
TRAINED    NURSES. 


The  first  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Profes- 
sional Union  of  Trained  Nurses  for  1922,  took 
place  at  17,  Evelyn  House,  62,  Oxford  Street,  on 
Thursday,  January  12th. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  new  members  and 
money  were  coming  in  very  satisfactorily.  It  was 
particularly  gratifjdng  to  know  that  members 
valued  the  Union  so  much,  as  to  send  their  sub- 
scriptions of  twenty-six  shillings  per  annum  so 
promptly. 

Certain  letters  were  placed  before  the  Council 
Avith  regard  to  State  Registration,  and  the  following 
resolution  was  passed  unanimously,  and  the 
Secretary  instructed  to  forward  a  copy  to  the 
Minister  of  Health  : — 

"  In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  English  nurses 
working  in  other  countries,  are  running  the  risk  of 
imprisonment,  a  heavy  fine,  or  of  losing  their  posts, 
for  continuing  to  work  without  a  diploma,  the  Profes- 
sional Union  of  Trained  Nurses  most  earnestly  begs  the 
Minister  of  Health  to  appoint  a  sufficient  number  of 
members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  to  form  a 
quorum  so  that  the  business  of  Registration  may  be 
carried  on." 

In  connection  with  information  laid  before  them 
as  to  the  notice  of  dismissal  which  was  served  on 
many  nurses  working  under  the  London  County 
Council,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  forward 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  L.C.C.,  a  copy  of  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  passed  unanimously 
by  the  Council : — 

"As  unemployment  among  nurses  is  a  very  serious 
matter,  the  Professional  Union  of  Trained  Nurses 
respectfully  urge  the  London  County  Council  to  recon- 
sider their  decision  to  dismiss  a  number  of  nurses  who 
are  employed  under  their  jurisdiction." 

On  November  15th  and  22nd,  1921,  special 
meetings  of  those  members  interested  were  called 
to  discuss  the  matter  of  hospital  and  institution 
salaries,  and  salaries  for  those  engaged  in  all 
Public  Health  work.  Scales  which  were  presented 
by  the  Executive  were  unanimously  received  and 
adopted  by  the  Council.  These  scales  will  be 
brought  before  the  members  of  the  P.U.T.N.  at 
the  Members'  Meeting,  which  wiU  be  held  on 
Friday,  January  27th,  at  6  p.m.,  after  which  they 
will  be  made  public. 

The  year  1922  has  opened  very  auspiciously  for 
the  Union. 

Maude  MacCallum, 

Hon.  Secretary. 


THE     DISTRICT    NURSE. 

From  house  to  house,  from  ill  to  good  I  go. 

From  life  to  life  ; 

From  hour  to  hour,  as  man  draws  his  first  breath. 

Or  yields  his  last  ;    and  from  ecstasy  to  woe. 

From  peace  to  strife. 

From  life  to  death. 

The  Nurses'  Calender,   1922. 


TRAINING  OF  NURSES  IN  LEEDS. 

DIPLOMATES    IN    NURSING. 

The  annual  distribution  of  prizes  to  the  nursing 
staff  of  the  Leeds  Infirmary  took  place  on  January 
13th,  in  the  Chnical  Theatre.  The  Yorkshire 
Post  reports  that  Mr.  T.  L.  Taylor,  Chairman  of 
the  Infirmary  Board,  presided,  and  the  prizes  were 
distributed  by  Mrs.  Taylor. 

The  Chairman  said  during  the  year  the  diploma 
of  nursing  had  been  instituted  by  the  University 
of  Leeds,  and  appropriately  enough,  the  first 
diploma  had  been  given,  honoris  causa,  to  Miss 
Innes,  the  matron  of  the  Infirmary.  Five  other 
nurses  had  been  awarded  the  diploma  by  examina- 
tion. Only  five  entered  for  the  examination,  and 
all  of  them  had  been  successful.  The  establish- 
ment of  the  diploma  would  raise  the  status  of  the 
profession  of  nursing,  and  attract  to  it  many  girls 
of  high  education  who  otherwise  might  have  gone 
into  other  professions.  The  standard  of  work  in 
the  examinations  had  been  higher  than  ever  before. 
The  training  of  the  nurses  for  the  examinations 
had  involved  a  great  amount  of  work  for  members 
of  the  honorary  staff.  He  especially  mentioned 
the  names  of  Dr.  Telling,  Professor  Jameson,  and 
Dr.  Jervis. 

Sir  Michael  Sadler,  Vice-Chancellor  of  the 
University  of  Leeds,  said  they  in  the  University 
were  exceedingly  glad  that  the  nursing  diploma 
had  been  instituted.  Experience  and  practical 
training  were  indispensable  foundations  of  the 
nurses'  professional  equipment.  Tact,  insight, 
and  imagination  were  necessary  quaUties  in  a 
nurse,  but  nothing  counted  so  much  as  character. 
"  Perhaps,"  said  Sir  Michael  in  conclusion,  "  the 
best  lesson  we  can  learn  is  to  be  content  with  our 
duty  and  to  bear  what  we  are  set  to  bear  loyally 
and  cheerfully." 

The  following  were  the  prize  winners  : — 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Nursing. — i,  Frances  M. 
Wilson  (First  Class  Honours)  ;  2  (equal),  Mary  Horner 
(First  Class  Honours)  and  Madeline  Powlson  (First 
Class  Honours). 

Chairman's  Prizes  for  Aggregate  Marks  in  Anatomy 
and  Physiology,  Medicine  and  Surgery. — i,  Mathilde 
Burke  (First  Class  Honours  in  Anatomy  and  Physio- 
logy) ;  2,  Helen  Fehley  (First  Class  Honours  in  Medi- 
cine, Honours  in  Surgery)  ;  3,  Doric  E.  Smeeton 
(Honours  in  Medicine  and  Surgery). 

Anatomy  and  Physiology. — -i  (equal),  Helen  Grossart 
(First  Class  Honours)  and  Clara  Turner  (First  Class 
Honours)  ;   2,  Frances  Wilson  (First  Class  Honours). 

Medicine.- — i,  Madeline  Powlson  (First  Class 
Honours)  ;    2,  Clara  Turner  (First  Class  Honours). 

Surgery. — -i,  Helen  Fehley  (Honours)  ;  2,  Dorothy 
Cummins  (Honours). 

Gynescology. — i  (equal),  Mary  Heneghan  (First  Class 
Honours)  and  Sarah  White  (First  Class  Honours). 

Hygiene. — i,  Annie  Willows  (Honours)  ;  2,  Eleanor 
A.  Smith. 

Diseases  and  Management  of  Infants  and  Children. — 

1,  Sarah  White   (First  Class  Honours)  ;     2,   Marjorie 
Craven  (Honours). 

Pupil  Probationers. — i,  Alexandra  Stopford  Smyth  ; 

2,  Fanny  R.  Ramsdaile  ;   3,  Mary  Horner. 

The  Eva  Moynihan  Gold  Medal  and  Prize  of  £5. — 
Marjorie  E.  Craven,  D.N.,  University  of  Leeds  (First 
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Class  Honours  in  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  Medicine, 
Surgery,  Gynaecology,  and  in  Final  Examinations ; 
Honours  in  Diseases  of  Infancy  and  Childhood). 

The  Eva  A'^oynihan  Silver  Medal  and  Prize  of  ^^3. — 
Kathleen  Thelma  Ryder,  D.N,,  University  of  Leeds 
(First  Class  Honours  Nursing,  Anatomy  and  Physiology, 
Surgery  ;  Honours  in  Medicine,  Gynaecology,  Hygiene, 
and  Diseases  of  Infancy  and  Childhood,  and  in  Final 
Examinations) . 

Diplomates  in  Nuning. — Marjorie  E.  Craven  (Special 
Prize),  Norah  N.  Claye,  Gladys  M.  Fleming,  Mary  E.  M. 
Hebden,  Kathleen  Thelma  Ryder. 


SICKNESS     IN     OUR     RANKS. 

Sickness  and  suffering  have  been  the  lot  of  many 
in  nursing  ranks  during  the  past  fortnight.  Many 
friends  will  regret  to  hear  that  Miss  Sparshott, 
Lady  Superintendent  of  the  Manchester  Royal 
Infirmary  recently  underwent  a  serious  erne  gency 
operation,  but  will  learn  vath.  relief  that  with  the 
best  of  skill  and  care  she  is  holding  her  own,  and 
is  now  making  progress  towards  recovery. 

Miss  Vilhers,  the  very  popular  Matron  of  the 
South-Western  Hospital,  Stockwell,  has  fallen  a 
victim  to  "flu."  The  Medical  Superintendent 
and  many  of  the  staff  having  been  off  duty  had 
added  to  her  anxieties  and  overwork.  The  very 
high  temperature  and  serious  symptoms  will  soon, 
we  hope,  respond  to  treatment. 

The  nursing  profession  can  ill  afford  to  have  its 
strenuous  workers  off  dutv. 


M.A.B.'S     HALF-IVIILLION     CUT. 

The  estimated  net  expenditure  of  the  Metro- 
politan Asylums  Board  for  the  year  ending  March 
31st,  1923,  is  ;^2, 377,630,  or  ;^5i5,870  less  than  the 
current  year's  estimate. 

The  saving  includes  a  "  cut  "  of  ;^i26,26o  on 
hospitals  for  infectious  diseases,  ;^i  18,380  on 
mental  hospitals,  and  ;^I59,250  on  general  expenses. 

We  hope  the  "  cut "  does  not  deprive  the 
patients  of  the  uprising  standard  of  medical  and 
nursing  treatment.     That  would  be  a  calamity. 


THE     WINTER    SALES. 

Messrs.  Gayler  &  Pope,  Ltd., 
High  Street,  Marylebone,  London,  W.  i. 
The  establishment  of  this  well-known  firm  is 
conveniently  situated  near  to  the  Nursing  Home 
and  Nurses'  Hostel  Centre,  and  makes  a  special 
point  of  catering  for  their  requirements.  The 
present  winter  sale  affords  an  opportunity  to 
replenish  household  requisites  at  rock  bottom 
prices,  and  is  too  good  a  one  to  be  missed.  Sheets, 
bedspreads,  curtain  nets,  blankets,  pillow  cases, 
and  Turkish  towels  are  offered  at  prices  which 
bring  them  within  the  purchasing  power  of  most 
people,  even  in  these  hard  times.  Real  Witney 
blankets,  for  instance,  for  single  and  double  beds 
(slightly  imperfect),  can  be  had  from  6s.  6d.  to 
20s.  each ;  and  cotton  pillow  cases  and  Turkish 
bath  towels  at  is.  o|d.  each.  Our  advice  to  our 
readers  is  to  go  and  see  for  themselves. 


EXPERIENCES  WITH  A  HEALTH  TRAIN 
IN  CZECHO-SLOVAKIA, 

By  Dr.  Vojtech  Renc 
[Sanitarian  for  the  Czechoslovak  Government.) 

[In  1920  the  Czecho-Slovak  Government  ap- 
pealed to  the  American  Red  Cross  for  assistance  in 
a  campaign  against  contagious  diseases  in  the 
eastern  provinces  of  the  country.  Ten  nurses 
were  sent  from  Paris  to  assist  in  this  work.  The 
Red  Cross  also  loaned  to  the  Czecho-Slovak 
Government  a  model  hospital  and  dispensary 
train  of  six  cars,  completely  outfitted  for  field 
work.  The  train  was  manned  by  government 
sanitarians  and  physiciahs  who,  for  the  past  three 
months  have  been  in  charge  of  Dr.  Vojtech  Renc, 
of  Prague.] 

Prague,  November  10th. 

For  the  past  three  months  I  have  been  in  charge 
of  the  work  of  the  American  Red  Cross  Sanitary 
Train  in  Podkarpatska-Rus,  Eastern  Czecho- 
slovakia. A  few  notes  from  my  medical  experi- 
ences in  this  work  may  be  of  general  interest. 

During  three  months,  we  have  handled  on  the 
train  a  total  of  more  than  5,000  cases,  in  addition 
to  the  various  services  rendered  to  people  reached 
through  our  motor-ambulance  service  in  villages 
remote  from  the  railroad  line.  There  is  no  doubt 
as  to  the  value  of  the  work,  particularly  from  the 
viewpoint  of  demonstrational  and  educational 
import.  It  must  be  said,  however,  that  in  view  of 
conditions  in  our  eastern  districts,  these  few  months 
are  only  a  drop  in  the  bucket.  It  is  through  a 
long  period  of  demonstration  and  education  that 
health  conditions  among  these  people,  who  are 
reaUy  eager  to  learn,  can  be  permanently  improved. 

As  soon  as  the  train  arrived  at  Hust — our  first 
stop — we  found  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
include  general  hospital  and  sanitation  work  in 
our  program,  in  addition  to  the  anti-infectious 
disease  work  which  was  our  primary  object.  News 
of  our  coming  had  reached  the  country  side,  and 
many  sick  people  began  to  appear  as  soon  as  we 
arrived,  some  of  them  from  villages  35  and  40 
miles  from  Hust.  Our  first  patients  at  Hust  were 
from  the  villages  of  Viljatim  and  Tisa. 

The  dispensary  car  was  soon  inadequate  to  our 
requirements,  and  we  erected  beside  the  tracks  a 
large  hospital  tent  with  which  the  train  is  provided. 
The  dispensary  car  was  used  on  three  days  of  the 
week,  but  on  the  other  days,  Mondays,  Wednesdays 
and  Saturdays,  both  tent  and  car  were  operated. 
The  number  of  cases  reached  200  per  day.  Every 
apphcant  was  examined  and  the  physician's 
prescriptions  were  filled  from  the  pharmacy  car 
attached  to  the  train. 

It  was  interesting  to  note  that  the  majority  of 
our  patients  gave  a  long  history  of  stomach  trouble. 
Inquiry  showed  that  their  diet  was  vegetarian, 
consisting  almost  exclusively  of  fresh-cooked 
beans,  raw  and  cooked  beets,  and  water.  Through- 
out this  distijct,  the  peasants  are  dependent  upon 
this  diet  either  from  poverty  or  religious  scruples. 
Malnutrition  is  the  rule  among  them,  but  their 
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chief  trouble  is  due  to  bad  water.  The  average 
peasant,  we  found,  drinks  about  ten  pints  of  water 
daily,  mostly  from  infected  wells.  Many  of  them 
also  drank  a  native  liquor  resembling  denatured 
alcohol.  It  is  not  astonishing,  then,  that  most  of 
them  complain  of  stomach  trouble. 

But  the  cure  can  come  only  through  the  im- 
provement of  living  conditions.  In  a  large 
percentage  of  cases,  we  followed  the  patients  to 
their  homes  and  examined  their  drinking  water, 
which  was  usually  found  infected  with  pathologic 
bacteria.  Instructions  were  given  for  properly 
cleansing  the  water  and  avoiding  further  infections. 

A  large  proportion  of  our  patients  had  worms, 
which  we  treated  with  a'  combination  of  thymol, 
soda,  santonin  and  bitter  salt.  Many  patients 
were  suffering  from  old  wounds  and  infected  bruises 
of  various  kinds.  Venereal  diseases  were  widely 
prevalent,  and  were  given  the  recognised  scientific 
treatment.  Tuberculosis  was  present  in  every 
form — ^pulmonary,  scrofulosa,  eye,  lupus,  bone, 
&c. 

The  history  given  by  most  of  our  patients 
showed  that  they  had  received  no  medical  treat- 
ment in  a  number  of  years,  as  there  have  been 
almost  no  doctors  available  in  these  districts 
since  the  early  part  of  the  war.  The  regrettable 
fact  is  that  as  soon  as  a  patient  had  received  one 
or  two  treatments,  and  was  on  the  road  to  recovery, 
he  felt  so  much  improved  that  he  considered  it 
unnecessary  to  continue  the  treatments.  In 
scores  of  cases,  we  followed  neglectful  patients 
to  their  homes  and  insisted  on  the  continuance 
of  the  necessary  attention. 

The  ignorance  and  timidity  of  the  primitive 
people  of  these  remote  provinces  is  almost  unbeliev- 
able. When  we  first  came  into  some  of  the  more 
distant  villages  the  people  were  so  afraid  of  a 
doctor  that  they  would  carry  all  of  their  sick 
people  into  the  woods.  But  we  persisted  with  all 
the  patience  at  our  command,  and  eventually  won 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  inhabitants. 
Frequently,  however,  we  had  to  make  long  tours 
into  the  woods  to  search  out  parties  of  patients 
and  coax  them  to  come  in  for  treatment.  Fortu- 
nately, we  had  the  invariable  assistance  of  the  city 
authorities  whenever  a  little  persuasion  was 
necessary. 

During  August  a  sudden  epidemic  of  dysentery 
developed  in  our  district.  Emergency  measures 
were  necessary,  and  we  were  ill-equipped  to  cover 
the  rather  extensive  territory  affected  by  the 
epidemic.  We  distributed  our  available  forces  as 
best  we.  could,  and  established  dispensaries  and 
nursing  stations  equipped  with  the  most  necessary 
drugs  to  fight  the  disease.  The  death-rate, 
however,  was  very  high  in  all  the  villages.  For 
instance,  in  Siroke-Luhu,  out  of  1,500  inhabitants, 
250  were  sick  and  57  died.  In  Novoselice,  a 
smaller  village,  the  number  of  deaths  was  24, 
showing  about  the  same  proportion  as  Siroke- 
Luhu.  In  Neresnici  and  neighbouring  villages, 
only  two  persons  died,  owing  to  the  fact  that  we 
succeeded  in  establishing  definite  control  of  all 
drinking  water  early  in  the  epidemic. 


The  ignorance  of  proper  medical  treatment 
which  prevails  throughout  these  villages  is  well 
illustrated  by  the  remedies  which  are  in  common 
use.  Dysentery  is  generally  treated  by  application 
of  powdered  brick  or  with  fresh  blood  from  brook 
trout.  Wounds  and  cuts,  no  matter  how  serious, 
are  treated  with  cows'  dung,  leaves  and  leeches. 

The  difficulties  which  we  met  in  making  2,800 
vaccinations  are  unbelievable.  Our  lives  were 
repeatedly  threatened,  but  smallpox  was  present 
everywhere  throughout  the  district,  and  vaccina- 
tion was  frequently  an  absolute  necessity.  Most 
of  the  country  people  had  a  feeUng  that  by  vacci- 
nation we  were  injecting  a  serious  sickness  into 
their  blood.  But  patience  and  plenty  of  sincere 
explanation  usually  won  the  day.  These  country 
people,  though  ignorant,  have  a  great  eagerness 
to  learn.  When  they  begin  to  believe  in  our  work 
by  seeing  its  effects,  their  co-operation  is  unstinted 
and  their  faith  absolute." 

American  Red  Cross  Child  Health  Train  No.  i: 
Eastern  Czecho-Slovakia. 

Make-up  of  Train. — Seven  cars  of  27-30  ton 
capacity,  fully  vestibuled,  with  special  hospital-car 
springs,  as  follows  : — ■ 

Car  I  :    Personnel  car. 

Car  2  :   Pantries,  kitchens,  &c. 

Car  3  :  Operating  room,  sterilising  room,  dental 
room. 

Car  4  :   Dispensary  and  stores. 

Car  5  :   Offices,  supplies,  sleeping  compartments. 

Car  6  :  Heating  plant  and  garage  with  two  motor 
ambulances  and  trailer. 

Car  7  :   Cyanide  disinfecting  plant. 

Statement  by  Dr.  Prochazka,  Minister  of 
Public  Health,  August,  1921  : — 

"  The  American  Red  Cross  hospital  train  as  it 
now  stands  forms  a  fundamental  part  of  our 
epidemiological  equipment.  We  place  great  reli- 
ance upon  it,  because  it  is  the  only  way  we  can 
send  quickly  our  sanitary  personnel  with  the 
necessary  equipment  to  the  remote  eastern  parts 
of  our  Republic,  where  a  focus  of  infection  may 
appear  at  any  time. 

"  The  train  is  operating  at  the  present  time  in 
the  Carpathian  district  near  Rust,  with  eminently 
satisfactory  results.  The  Carpathian  Board  of 
Health  at  Uzhorod  gives  the  highest  praise  to  the 
work  done  there.  Prof.  Selskar  M.  Gunn  recently 
had  an  opportunity  to  travel  with  the  train  and 
reported  very  favourably  on  the  activity  and 
results  of  its  humanitarian  work. 

"  The  original  intention  was  that  the  work  of 
the  train  should  be  confined  to  child-welfare.  To 
a  certain  extent  we  have  been  compelled  to  modify 
that  intention,  but  nevertheless  the  chief  function 
of  the  train  now  is  to  protect  the  well-being  of  the 
child  by  a  campaign  against  epidemics,  especially 
t)rphus ,  and  small-pox.  Its  work  may  be  con- 
sidered the  first  step  of  the  extensive  child-health 
programme  which  wiU  immediately  follow.  The 
benefits  which  result  from  this  work  in  small  rural 
communities  are  very  great,  particularly  its 
educational  activities . ' ' 


\ 


January  21,    1922 


T^Dc  ©ritiab  journal  ot  THuremg. 


43 


THE    HOSPITAL   WORLD. 


The  Prince  of  Wales'  stay  in  Madras  was  com- 
memorated by  the  foundation  of  a  Children's 
Hospital  on  the  sea  front,  the  foundation-stone 
of  which  was  laid  by  the  Prince  during  the  visit. 
The  visit  of  His  Royal  Highness  to  India  has 
been  a  great  success — the  serious  interest  he  has 
evinced  in  the  history  and  customs  of  that  great 
Empire,  and  his  tiair  for  sport  have  won  him 
respect    and  popularity. 

Lord  Knutsford  last  week  completed  his  twenty- 
fifth  year  as  Chairman  of  the  London  Hospital. 
He  stated  at  a  meeting  of  the  Governors  that  the 
adoption  of  some  form  of  provident  scheme  was 
being  considered  as  a  possible  way  out  of  the 
financial  diS&oal;    s   of  the  hospitals. 

In  memory  of  men  of  High  Wycombe  who  lost 
their  lives  in  the  war,  a  hospital  has  just  been 
commenced  on  a  site  given  by  the  Marquess  of 
Lincolnshire,  Lord-Lieutenant  of  Buckingham- 
shire, on  the  brow  of  the  Marlow  Hill  in  that 
town.  About  ;^33,ooo  is  in  hand  for  the  building, 
and  the  committee  have  accepted  the  tender 
of  a  local  firm  to  erect  the  hospital  for  ;^32,3i5. 

Lord  Cheylesmore,  Chairman  of  the  Infants' 
Hospital,  Vincent's  Square,  Westminster,  reports 
to  the  Press  that  owing  to  lack  of  funds  it  has  closed 
half  its  cots.  The  work,  commenced  in  1903, 
has  been  carried  on  without  restriction  until  all 
resources — including  that  of  borrowing — have 
become  exhausted.  The  total  income  now  in 
prospect  is  sufficient  only  for  the  support  of  half 
the  cots  and  the  out-patient  department.  The 
committee  hope  that  when  this  is  known  the  pubhc 
may  express  in  effective  terms  a  wish  that  all  the 
cots  should  be  reopened  and  kept  available. 


An  ex-waiter  has  given  ;^i,ooo  to  the  Italian 
hospital  in  Bloomsbury  for  the  endowment  of  a 
bed  in  that  institution.  - 


Commencing  this  month,  in-patients  at  the 
Sheffield  Royal  Infirmary  and  the  Sheffield  Royal 
•  Hospital,  will  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  their 
maintenance  whilst  in  these  institutions.  This 
step  has  been  taken  with  regret  by  the  Com- 
mittees, but  the  financial  position  of  the  hospitals 
is   very   serious. 


A  new  hospital  of  four  wards  and  twelve  beds, 
presented  to  the  town  of  Braintree  and  neighbour- 
hood by  Mr.  W.  J.  Courtauld,  High  Sheriff  of 
Essex,  who  has  borne  the  entire  cost,  about 
;^2o,ooo,  was  recently  opened  by  Lady  Flannery. 

Mr.  William  Crambe  Reid,  of  Edinburgh,  who 
died  on  December  23rd,  aged  85,  left  legacies 
amounting  to  nearly  ;^7o,ooo.  The  largest  bequests 
were  those  left  the  Edinburgh  Royal  Infirmary 
and  the  Longmore  Hospital  for  Incurables,  Edin- 
burgh, each  institution  receiving  ;^8,ooo.  There 
are  thirty- three  legacies  of  ;^i,ooo  each,  and  Dr. 
Bamardo's  Homes  and  the  Salvation  Army  are 
to  get  ;^2,ooo  each. 


There  is  to  be  a  memorial  of  the  late^Sir  Sydney 
Beauchamp,  a  greatly  beloved  physician.  It  is 
to  take  the  form  of  the  endowment  of  one  or  more 
beds  at  his  own  hospital — St.   Bartholomew's. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 

Shepherd  Convalescent  Home,  Worthing. — Miss  Marg- 
aret Kearsey  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Bristol,  and  has  held 
the  position  of  pupil-housekeeper  at  Lord  Mayor 
Treloar's  Hospital,  Alton ;  Sister  Housekeeper  at 
the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital ;  Matron  of  the 
Birkdale  Home  for  Crippled  Children,  Southport  ^'and 
Matron  of  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  Hospital,  West 
Hartlepool.  She  is  a  certified  midwife  and  holds 
the  certificate  of  the  Chartered  Society  of  Massage 
and  Medical  Electricity.  She  has  also  had  experience 
of  war  nursing  as  a  member  of  Queen  Alexandra's 
Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve. 

York  City  Mental  Hospital,  Fulford,  York.— Miss 
Annie  B.  Lo rimer  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She 
was  trained  at  the  Royal  Asylum,  Gartnavel,  Glasgow, 
and  holds  the  Certificate  of  the  Medico-Psychological 
Association,  and  has  held  the  following  appointments: — • 
Assistant  Matron  of  the  Gartnavel  Royal  Asylum,  and 
of  the  MaghuU  Military  Hospital,  and  Acting  Matron 
of  the  Rampton  State  Institution,  Retford,  Notts. 

THEATRE    SISTER. 

South  London  Hospital  for  Women,  South  Side, 
Clapham  Common,  S.W. — Miss  Jane  Fleming  has  been 
appointed  Theatre  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the 
David  Lewis  Northern  Hospital,  Liverpool,  and  has 
been  Theatre  Sister  at  the  above  hospital  for  two-and-a- 
half  years,  and  Sister  in  a  Surgical  Ward  at  the  Royal 
Liverpool  Clildren's  Hospital  for  fifteen  months. 

SISTER. 

General  Hospital,  Tunbridge  Wells. — Miss  Alice  Maud 
Morris  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained 
at  the  Guest  Hospital,  Dudley,  and  has  held  the 
position  of  Staff  Nurse  at  the  Queen  Victoria  Hospital, 
Tonbridge. 


SCOTTISH  NURSES'  CLUB  LECTURES. 

The  first  of  a  series  of  three  lectures  on  "Citizenship" 
was  given  in  the  Scottish  Nurses'  Club,  205,  Bath  Street, 
Glasgow,  on  Saturday,  January  14th,  at  4  p.m.  The 
lecturer,  J.  R.  Peddle,  Esq.,  M.B.E.,  M.A.,  Glasgow 
University  (Adviser  of  Studies),  was  introduced  by 
Dr.  McGregor  Robertson.  There  was  a  good  atten- 
dance, and  the  lecture,  which  was  most  interesting  and 
instructive,  was  very  much  enjoyed  by  those  present. 
The  lecturer  treated  his  subject  in  a  general  way  and  on 
lines  which  could  be  effectively  developed  at  the  future 
lectures  of  the  series  (January  21st  and  28th),  to  which 
his  hearers  are  looking  forward. 

,  M.  R.  Stewart,  Secretary. 
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BOOK  OF  THE   WEEK. 


ROSE    AND     ROSE.* 

These  incidents  in  the  hfe  of  a  flourishing 
bachelor  general  practitioner  are  written  in  the 
first  person,  and  cover  some  thirty -five  years  of  his 
life. 

The  story  describes  how  friendship  for  the  artist 
father  of  little  Rose  constrained  him  to  adopt  the 
child  on  the  early  death  of  her  parents. 

Previous  to  this  the  families  had  lived  in  adjoin- 
ing houses,  and  the  young  doctor  had  ever  been 
attracted  to  the  charming  child  whom  he  had 
ushered  into  the  world. 

"  She  had  taken  to  me  at  once,  or  at  any  rate 
had  taken  to  my  watch,  watches  having  always 
been  useful  links  between  infantile  patients  and 
their  medical  men. 

"  Mine  was  a  gold  repeater,  very  satisfying  to 
immature  gums,  and  surprising  and  amusing  to 
the  ear. 

"  My  name  is  Greville — Julius  Greville,  M.D.,  if 
you  please — and  if  there  is  any  sound  less  like 
Greville  than  '  Dombeen  '  I  should  like  to  be  told 
of  it ;  but  Dombeen  was  Rose's  translation  of  what 
she  had  so  often  heard  her  father  call  me,  and 
Dombeen  I  have  remained  to  her." 

As  may  be  surmised.  Rose  as  she  grew  from 
a  charming  child  into  a  no  less  attractive  girl, 
presented  many  perplexities,  and  he  carried  most 
of  them  to  his  old  friend,  Mrs.  O'Gorman,  who 
gave  shrewd  and  humorous  judgment. 

He  consulted  her  on  the  propriety  of  Rose 
continuing  to  live  under  his  roof,  and  she  replied 
that  there  were  three  practical  courses. 

"  One,  Rose  might  become  engaged  to  be 
married  and  then  you  would  ceeise  to  be  regarded 
as  an  immoral  man.  Two,  you  could  invite  some 
elderly  spinster  or  widow  as  a  chaperon,  and 
three ."     She  paused. 

"  Well,  what  is  three  ?  " 

"  Three,"  she  resumed,  "  that  you  should  go  on 
as  you  are  and  tell  them  all  to  go  to  the  devil.  All 
my  votes  are  for  number  three." 

"  Mine  too,"  I  said. 

"  Gather  ye  rosebuds  while  ye  may,"  she  called 
after  me  with  rather  a  sinister  chuckle. 

"  The  warning  brought  back  all  my  misgivings, 
and  as  I  walked  home  I  knew  perfectly  well  that 
the  happiest  years  were  behind  me,  and  that  to 
a  large  extent  my  Rose  was  no  more." 

Fond  as  he  was  of  her,  the  question  of  marrying 
her  himself  never  arose  ;  he  reahsed  she  would 
want  "  someone  to  commit,  if  necessary,  follies 
with  ;    not  an  old  buffer." 

At  any  rate  the  thought  certainly  never  seemed 
to  enter  into  Rose's  head. 

"  Of  course,  Dombeen,"  she  said  in  her  frank 
way,  "  I  don't  want  to  leave  you  before  I  must,but 
I  want  to  marry  some  day  ;  I  think  every  girl  who 
is  healthy  ought  to,  and  have  children." 

She  stopped  and  looked  into  an  unfathomable 
distance. 

By  E.  V.  Lucas.     (Methuen  &  Co.,  Ltd.). 


"  Boys,"  she  said.  "  I  don't  want  girls.  I 
should  love  to  have  a  boy  in  the  Navy,  and  see  him 
in  his  bright  buttons,  with  sun-burned  hair  and 
freckles.  But  it  would  have  to  be  the  right  man, 
of  course." 

"  What  kind  of  a  man  would  that  be  ?  "  I  asked, 
a  little  wistfully,  I  fear. 

"  Don't  be  unhappy,"  Rose  said,  with  one  of 
her  gay  smiles  and  a  touch  on  my  arm.  "  It 
won't  be  yet,  anyway." 

She  would  hate  to  be  tied  to  a  stodge,  she  said. 
"  Someone  who  could  go  long  walks  and  chmb 
a  tree,  if  necessary,  and  ride  and  be  silly  at 
parties.  But  not  really  silly  underneath,"  she 
added. 

It  was  a  pity  at  that  period  that  though  she 
thought  that  Ronnie  was  a  dear  ;  he  was  more 
to  play  with,  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  husband.' 

When  her  choice  was  made,  it  unhappily  fell  on 
quite  the  wrong  man. 

Dombeen  studied  his  picture  and  didn't  like 
him.  His  general  expression  suggested  a  some- 
what condescending  benignity  with  assurance. 

"  Probably  I  should  have  felt  cool  about  any 
young  man  who  liad  captured  Rose's  heart,  but  to 
this  one  I  felt  positive  hostihty." 

In  truth,  Eustace  was  a  prig  and  a  bore,  but 
Rose  had  made  up  her  very  decided  mind. 

For  the  first  year  of  her  married  life,  things 
went  fairly  well  and  then  came  the  tragedy. 

Her  first  child,  a  boy,  died  at  the  end  of  three 
weeks.  Rose  had  been  in  the  seventh  heaven  of 
dehght  in  its  possession.  She  squandered  herself 
on  it. 

"  I  found  the  poor  child  inconsolable,  in  a  kind 
of  stupor  of  bewilderment  and  revolt  against  the 
blind  stupidities  of  fate.  To  let  this  perfect  little 
being  fade  into  nothingness  and  allow  the  ugly, 
blundering  world  to  go  on  !  " 

Rose's  second  baby  was  a  girl. 

"  The  Rose  who  had  given  birth  to  that  little 
boy,  and  Rose,  the  mother  of  this  little  girl,  were 
worlds  asunder. 

' '  This  Rose  was  affectionate,  thoughtful,  dutiful, 
protective  ;  the  other  had  been  transfigured  by 
maternal  ecstasy  and  pride." 

When  Rose  the  Second  was  five.  Rose  the  elder, 
without  warning  or  preliminary  scandal,  quietly 
went  away  with  Ronnie,  the  playmate  of  her 
youth,  and  Dombeen  again  found  himself  in  the 
position  of  foster-father  to  Rose  the  Second, 
Eustace  having  furthered  this  arrangement. 
Dombeen  was  of  opinion  that  if  her  boy  had  lived 
Rose  would  never  have  stepped  through  this  door 
of  escape.  She  had  set  her  heart  on  being  the 
mother  of  sons.  Dombeen  had  an  Indian  summer 
in  the  companionship  of  the  other  Rose,  who  had 
the  charm  of  her  mother,  and  he  had  to  go  through 
a  repetition  of  the  pangs  of  separation  when  Rose 
elected  to  study  at  the  Slade  School.  A  younger 
generation  and  a  shade  harder  and  more  selfish 
than  her  mother,  she  arranges  to  leave  Dombeen 
lonely  without  a  seeming  pang. 

Rose  the  elder  returns  after  the  death  of  Ronnie 
in  foreign  lands,  and  the  younger   Rose  shows  her 
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true  colours  under  her  veneer  of  hardness,  and 
remains  to  comfort  her. 

Dombeen's  fear  that  he  might  now  prove  an 
interloper  between  mother  and  daughter  is  over- 
ruled and  the  story  concludes  with  a  picture  of  him 
in  the  home  of  the  two  Roses  in  a  house  overlooking 
'the  sea. 

We  must  confess  to  sympathy  with  poor  Eustace, 
who,  after  all,  could  not  help  being  a  bore,  and 
he  was  really  attached  to  his  wife.  No  attempt, 
however,  is  made  to  justify  Rose,  and  Eustace 
apparently  made  the  best  of  things  in  his  precise 
and  well-ordered  lonely  house. 

The  story  is  written  with  rhuch  charm  and  grace 
of  language.  H.  H. 

OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 

It  appears  that  Princess  Mary  is  to  be  snowed 
under  with  wedding  gifts,  and  we  are  pleased  to 
note  that  Her  Royal  Highness  is  to  be  permitted 
to  enjoy  personal  gifts — and  not  have  her  marriage 
made  the  excuse  of  collecting  large  sums  of  money 
for  local  charities,  although  naturally  some  good 
works  will  receive  support  in  commemoration  of 
the   romantic   event. 

The  wedding  is  announced  to  take  place  in  the 
Abbey  at  the  end  of  February,  we  can  weU  imagine 
the  competition  for  invitations  to  view  what  will 
certainly  be  a  very  lovely  ceremony.  No  doubt 
the  "  woman  in  the  street  "  will  camp  out  on 
the  pavement  all  night. 


The  Hon.  Violet  Douglas-Pennant,  the  head 
Commandant  of  the  W.R.A.F.,  whose  dismissal 
resounded  through  the  House  of  Lords,  is  setting 
forth  her  case  in  "  Under  the  Searchhght,"  a 
book  to  be  pubhshed  shortly.  We  can  imagine 
it  vnll  be  a  "  best  seller,"  and  will  rival  the 
"  Mcirgot  "    revelations. 


The  National  Union  of  Societies  for  Equal 
Citizenship  is  mobihsing  its  forces  in  readiness 
for  the  General  Election.  It  intends,  through  its 
affiliated  societies,  to  do  propagandist  work  on 
non-party  lines  in  as  many  constituencies  as 
possible,  and  will  organise  a  "  flying  column  "  of 
voluntary  workers  to  help  the  candidature  of 
approved  women  standing  for  Parliament. 


The  Women's  Freedom  League  announce  that 
they  have  sent  a  letter  to  the  Minister  of  Health 
urging  the  inclusion  6i  a  woman  councillor,  a 
woman  physician,  and  also  a  woman  with  wide 
experience  in  administration,  and  the  treatment  of 
mental  patients  in  institutions,  among  those  chosen 
for  the  Committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
charges  made  by  Dr.  Lomax  in  his  book,  ' '  Experi- 
ences of  an  Asylum  Doctor,"  on  the  administration 
and  treatment  of  patients  in  asylums. 

The  Secretary  of  the  League  states  that  she 
presses  for  the  appointments  named,  not  only  in 
the  interests  of  thousands  of  women  patients,  but 
also  because  pubhc  confidence  in  the  findings  of  the 
Investigation  Committee  would  be  immeasurably 
increased  by  the  inclusion  of  these  women. 


VICrORIAN   ORDER  OF    NURSES    FOR 
CANADA. 

THE  NURSES'  CALENDAR.   1922. 

It  is  a  happy  idea  of  the  Victorian  Order  of 
Nurses  for  Canada  to  issue  an  Annual  Calendar, 
and  it  has  given  us  much  pleasure  to  receive  the 
charming  one  for  1922,  with  its  frontispiece  of 
the  business-like  figure  of  a  Nurse  of  the  Order 
ready  to  start  on  her  round  and  carrjdng  her  neat 
bag  stamped  with  the  letters  "  V.O.N.,"  which 
mean  comfort  and  help  to  so  many  sick  people. 
At  the  top  of  each  page  is  a  word'  for  the  week, 
and  we  quote  a  few  of  these  wise  sayings  : — 
"  You  know  them — ^there  are  Uttle  ones 
Glancing  around  in  my  path  in  need  of  a  friend 

and  a  guide. 
There  are  dim  httle  eyes  looking  up  into  mine 
Whose  tears  might  be  easily  dried — 
But  Jesus  may  beckon  the  children  away 
In  the  midst  of  their  fun  and  their  glee. 
Will  any  of  them  at  the  beautiful  Gate 
Be  watclaing  and  waiting  for  me  ?  " 

"  Those  who  have  been  watching  the  evolution 
of  our  old  friend,  the  district  nurse,  through  the 
various  stages  into  the  Public  Health  Nurse,  will 
have  reahsed  that  the  rapid  expansion  of  health 
nursing  is  due,  not  purely  to  philanthropic  impulse, 
but  that  it  rests  upon  the  sohd  and  stable  ground 
of  a  well-recognised  and  permanent  social  neces- 
sity."— M.  Adelaide  Nutting. 


"  Whoso  loves  a  child  loves  not  himself  but 
God  ;  whoso  delights  a  child  labours  with  God  in 
His  workshop  in  the  world  of  hearts  ;  whoso  helps 
a  child  brings  the  Kingdom  of  God  ;  whoso  saves 
a  child  from  the  fingers  of  evil  sits  in  the  seat  with 
the  builders  of  cities  and  the  procurers  of  peace." 

Norman  Duncan. 

All  success  to  the  Victorian  Order  of  Nurses. 


COMING     EVENTS. 

January  21st. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  "  At  Home  " 
to  the  men  of  St.  Dunstan's.     3  to  6  p.m. 

January  -zist-zUh. — Scottish  Nurses'  Club.  Lec- 
tures on  "Citizenship"  by  J.  R.  Peddie,  Esq., 
M.B.E.,  j\I.A.  (Glasgow  University),  205,  Bath 
Street,   Glasgow.     4  p.m. 

January  z^th. — Dance  for  Nurses.  Trades  Hall, 
Glasgow.     Arranged  by  Sir  John  and  Lady  Reid. 

January  26th. — Central  Midwives  Board, 
Monthly  Meeting,  i.  Queen  Anne's  Gate  Build- 
ings, S.W. 

January  27/A. — Professional  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses.  Members'  Meeting.  Plane  Tree  Res- 
taurant, 106,  Great  Russell  Street,  W.C.  Ad- 
mission by  Membership  Card.     6  p.m. 

January  28th. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  Miss  Beatrice 
Cutler  "  At  Home,"  4  to  6  p.m. 

February  14th  and  15th. — Central  Poor  Law 
Conference.    Guildhall,  E.C. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

A    PHANTOM    COLLEGE. 
To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — Mr.  Comyns  Berkeley,  one  of 
the  Hon.  Treasurers  of  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  is  apparently  hearing  some  home  truths 
when  endeavouring  to  shepherd  nurses  into  the 
College  fold,  which  is  whenever  he  meets  a  trained 
nurse  for  the  first  time,  for  he  stated  in  an  address 
to  the  College  Centre  at  Sheffield  he  always  says 
to  her,  "  Do  you  belong  to  the  College  of  Nursing  ?  " 
I  wonder  what  Mr.  Berkeley  would  reply  if, 
whenever  a  trained  nurse  met  him  she  asked  him, 
"  Do  you  belong  to  the  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion ?  "  He  would  probably,  if  he  did  not  consider 
that  she  should  be  humoured  as  mentally  unsound, 
suggest  that  she  should  mind  her  own  business. 

Mr.  Berkeley  stated  in  his  address  that  he 
receives  the  following  answers  to  his  question 
(i)  No,  I  have  never  heard  of  the  College,  (2)  No, 
what's  the  use  ?  What  good  should  I  get  out  of  it  ? 
{3)  Not  likely  ;  its  a  regular  swindle.  (4)  No,  I 
cannot  make  up  my  mind,  because  I  have  heard 
the  College  is  not  doing  all  it  said  it  would.  (5) 
Yes,  and  I  am  proud  of  it.  (Apparently  the 
noes  have  it.) 

Mr.  Berkeley  further  told  the  Sheffield  Centre 
that  just  as  patients  would  be  wise,  if  they  knew, 
not  to  seek  the  advice  of  doctors  who  do  not  read 
medical  journals  and  have  no  knowledge  of  modern 
methods  of  treatment,  "  so  doctors  would  be  wise 
in  not  employing  a  nurse  who  fails  to  take  the 
slightest  interest  in  her  prof ession  beyond  the  fact 
that  it  is  a  means  of  earning  a  livelihood  and  is, 
necessarily,  therefore  one  who  has  never  heard  of 
the  College  of  Nursing." 

That  appears  to  me  to  be  more  than  unwarrant- 
able interference  with  a  nurse's  business.  It  is  a 
direct  threat  on  the  part  of  a  CoUege  official  that 
unless  a  nurse  falls  down  and  worships  the  golden 
image  (in  the  shape  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.) 
the  medical  profession  will  boycott  her,  and  so 
prevent  her  making  a  living. 

Incidentally  it  should  be  noted  that  doctors  do 
not  employ  nurses.  Whoever  pays  their  salaries 
or  fees  does  that.  But  doctors  do  act  very  often 
as  unofficial  intermediaries  between  nurses  and 
the  public,  and  it  would  be  indefensible  in  the 
highest  degree  for  a  doctor  to  boycott  a  nurse 
because  she  was  not  a  subscriber  to  any  particular 
organisation  or  association  of  nurses.  He 
should  be  influenced  in  selecting  a  nurse  for  a 
case  not  by  her  nursing  pohtics,  but  by  her 
professional  capacity. 

Further,  I  must  own  to  some  sympathy  with 
the  nurse  who  has  never  heard  of  the  College.  We 
have  all  heard  of  the  CoUege  Company  ad  nauseam, 
but  perhaps  Mr.  Berkeley  will  inform  the  nursing 
profession  where  the  College  of  Nursing  is,  who  is 
its  Principal,  and  who  form  the  Faculty.     There 


are  many  nurses  who,  with  me,  would  like  to 
know.  Personally,  "  I  don't  believe  there  ever 
was  no  such  a  person." 

I  am,  dear  Madam, 

Yours  faithfully, 
A  Sheffield  Nurse. 


KERNELS     FROM     CORRESPONDENCE. 

''  Primed  Up  With   Majestic   Pride." 

The  reception  of  the  first  batch  of  State  Certi- 
ficates by  "  Registered  Nurses  "  has  evidently — 
to  judge  by  our  post  bag — aroused  deUght  sand 
enthusiasm,  especially  amongst  the  pioneer  regis- 
trationists.  Just  to  show  their  tone  we  publish 
"Kernels"  from  two,  as  samples  of  others. 
Hope  deferred  has  evidently  not  in  these  cases 
"  made  the  heart  sick." 

M.  B.,  The  College,  Northfleet. — "  What  can  I 
say  to  you  ?  Oh  !  the  joy  I  felt  when  I  received 
my  State  Certificate,  by  second  post  on  Saturday. 
Tears  of  deUght  for  some  minutes,  then  I  put  on 
my  best  hat,  &c.,  and  went  to  tell  my  two  dearest 
friends  in  the  College.  How  I  longed  to  see  you 
and  give  you  a  good  hug,  for  I  know  but  for  you 
and  your  supporters  we  might  have  waited  till 
'  the  crack  of  doom.'  Please  accept  my  dearest 
and  most  thankful,  grateful  thanks.  It  is  the 
coping  stone  of  my  long  nursing  hfe — I  only  feared 
I  should  have  '  passed  over  '  before  the  glad  news 
reached  me.  Of  course,  I  am  going  to-day  to 
have  a  frame  made  for  my  Certificate,  and  hang 
it  where  it  will  remind  me  that  at  last  I  have 
legal  status  and  am  a  "  Registered  Nurse.'  " 

E.  W.  552  to  the  Assistant  Editor. — "  My  certifi- 
cate of  Registration  came  by  Registered  Post  this 
evening.  It  is  very  chaste  and  beautiful  to  look 
upon  and  greatly  admired  in  this  house.  Just  for 
one  moment  one  felt  '  primed  up  with  majestic 
pride  '  to  possess  it.  Then  flooded  in  memories — 
such  memories  of  long  years  of  work  and  sacrifice. 
I  think  of  Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick  and  am  real 
proud  to  have  her  signature  on  the  precious 
document ;  of  Miss  Isla  Stewart ;  of  you  (Miss 
M.  Breay).  This  thing  would  never  have  come  in 
my  lifetime  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  wonderful 
courage  and  strength  and  genius  of  you  three.  It 
makes  one  very  humble  and  very  thoughtful  and 
very  grateful.  Never  will  I  lose  an  opportunity  of 
teaching  the  present-day  nurses  what  this  thing 
has  meant  to  those  who  had  the  vision.  Thoughts 
and  memories  just  overwhelm  me  to-night." 


NOTICE. 


The  Editor  asks  correspondents  to  note  that 
letters  on  matters  of  business  should  be  addressed 
to  the  Manager,  British  Journal  of  Nursing, 
431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.,  and  not  to  the 
private  Editorial  address  at  20,  Upper  Wimpole 
St.,  London,  W.i,  where  they  cannot  be  dealt  with. 

OUR    PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTION. 

February  4th. — ^What  are  the  most  common 
superficial  injuries  to  the  eye,  and  what  is  the 
usual  treatment  which  a  nurse  may  be  required 
to  apply  in  the  various  cases  ? 
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"THE    NEW    GENERATION.*' 


The  New  Generation,  a  monthly  journal  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Malthusian  League,  has  made 
its  appearance  in  a  very  attractive  cover  printed 
in  red  and  black,  and  with  a  Carlton  drawing  of 
a  charming  infant  as  its  centre. 

The  New  Generation  stands  for  general  early 
marriage  combined  with  rational  birth-control, 
by  any  methods  which  are  satisfactory  to  health, 
and  so  exercised  that  only  such  children  are  brought 
into  the  world  as  are  free  from  hereditary  defect 
or  disease,  and  have  good  prospects  of  growing 
up  into  happy  and  useful  citizens.  The  question 
has  many  aspects. 

(a)  The  personal  aspect  as  it  affects  individual 
men,  women,  and  children. 

{b)  The  economic  aspect  or  the  effect  of  the 
numbers  and  quaUty  of  the  race  upon  the  produc- 
tion and  distribution  of  wealth,  on  wages,  on  the 
cost  of  living,  &c. 

[c)  The  eugenic  aspect — the  employment  of 
birth-control  to  produce  a  race  of  uniformly 
healthy,  happy,  and  efficient  human  beings. 

[d)  The  moral  aspect — the  effect  of  a  knowledge 
of  birth-control  methods  on  the  morality  of  the 
community. 

[e)  The  national  and  international  aspects — ^the 
effect  of  birth-control  on  the  national  security  and 
on  the  international  rivalry  which  leads  to  war. 

All  these  aspects  will  be  dealt  with  frankly  in 
The  New  Generation  by  writers  who  have  made  a 
special  study  of  them. 

Amongst  the  "  Messages  of  Welcome  "  received 
are  cordial  wishes  from  Sir  W.  Arbuthnot  Lane, 
Bart.,  C.B.,  M.B.,  M.S.  ;  Sir  James  Barr,  K.C.B., 
M.D.,  F.R.S.E.  ;  Havelock  Elhs,  Esq.,  L.S.A.  ; 
the  Rt.  Hon.  J.  M.  Robertson,  P.C.  ;  Mr.  Laurence 
Housman  ;    and  others. 

Mr.  Laurence  Housman  writes  : — 

"  Because  we  live  in  a  very  imperfect  world, 
and  in  a  system  of  nations  whose  international 
rivalries  remain  beyond  our  control,  and  because 
it  is  less  inhuman  to  prevent  life  artificially  before 
it  enters  the  womb  than  to  take  it  artificially 
afterwards  on  the  plea  of  "  military  necessity," 
and  because  I  think  the  religiosity  which  permits 
this  and  forbids  that  utterly  hypocritical  and 
damnable,  and  because  this  religiosity  is  the  main 
opponent  to  the  propaganda  of  birth  control  at  the 
present  day,  therefore  I  wish  full  right  of  way 
and  prosperity  to  The  New  Generation  in  its  advo- 
cacy of  what  is — if  not  a  sure  remedy  for  the  ills  it 
seeks  to  cure — a  practical  and  a  humane  experi- 
ment." 

Mr.  John  Galsworthy  writes  : — 

"  The  breeding  of  a  good  stock  is  the  first  con- 
sideration   of    national    health — the    last    to    be 


attended  to.  Any  pubUcation  that  purports  to 
serve  national  health  is  to  be  welcomed  till  it  is 
proved  false  to  its  ideal.  As  such  I  welcome 
this  new  publication." 

The  first  issue  includes  articles  by  Miss  Maude 
Royden,  Mr.  Harold  Cox,  Miss  Cicely  Hamilton, 
and  Dr.  Bernard  Hollander,  jwhichjjcommand  the 
thoughtful  consideration  of  those  whose  work 
brings  them  in  contact  with  this  vital  question. 

The  New  Generation  is  published  at  124,  Victoria 
Street,  price  6d.  monthly,  or  7s.  per  annum,  post 
free. 

LOVE— MARRIAGE— BIRTH  CONTROL. 


Many  people  will  be  glad  to  know  that  under 
the  above  heading,  Lord  Dawson  of  Penn  has 
published,  in  pamphlet  form,  through  Messrs. 
Nisbet  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  22,  Berners  Street,  W.  i  (price 
IS.),  his  address  to  the  Church  Congress  at  Birming- 
ham in  October  last.  The  question  of  birth  control 
is  at  the  present  time  arousing  much  interest 
among  thoughtful  people,  including  nurses  and 
midwives.  Commenting  on  the  pamphlet,  the 
Lancet  says  : — 

"  A  study  of  Lord  Dawson's  address  as  now 
published  will  arouse  the  medical  profession  to  the 
importance  of  thinking  this  question  out,  both 
individually  and  collectively,  in  a  responsible  way 
without  bias.  It  is  evidently  no  argument  against 
control  of  conception  to  say  that  this  or  that  check 
is  physically  harmful,  as  was  done  at  a  recent 
medical  discussion.  It  is  the  business  of  the 
medical  profession  to  undertake  this  side  of  the 
job  and  to  find  out  a  check  which  is  not  harmful. 
It  is  among  the  professional  classes  that  birth 
control  is  chiefly  practised,  and  the  medical  pro- 
fession should  be  in  a  position  to  justify  in  public 
the  actions  which  it  initiates  or  condones  in  private. 
There  is  a  very  natural  hesitancy  to  dogmatise  on 
these  matters,  for  perplexity  and  confusion  of 
thought  are  here  in  very  special  degree  without 
excuse ;  it  is,  in  Butler's  words,  '  coming  abroad 
in  disorder  which  he  ought  to  be  dissatisfied  to  find 
himself  in  at  home.'  The  disorder  at  home  can 
only  be  righted  by  informed  discussion ;  a  joint 
meeting  of  gynaecologists,  neurologists  and  psycho- 
pathologists  might  begin  by  clearing  some  of  the 
ground,  to  be  filled  in  by  the  experiences  of  general 
practice.  The  opportunity  herein  offered  to  medi- 
cine of  keeping  in  touch  with  young  thought  in  the 
country  is  great  and  attractive.  Lord  Dawson 
laments  the  ever-widening  gap  between  the  forma/ 
teaching  of  the  Church  and  the  actual  belief  of  the 
present  generation.  Youth  is  trying  to  build  a 
superstructure  more  in  accord  with  the  progress  of 
revelation,  not  only  in  religion  but  in  science,  and 
it  is  on  such  a  question  as  birth  control  that  medi- 
cine with  its  traditions  and  ideals  is  fitted  to  give 
a  lead.     Lord  Dawson  has  pointed  the  way." 
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MATERNITY  CASES  IN  FEVER 
HOSPITAL. 

QUESTIONS    TO    MINISTRY    OF    HEALTH. 

The  Medical  Correspondent  of  the  Times  writes 
in  that  journal : — 

"  Doctors  throughout  the  country  naturally 
hesitated  to  believe  that  the  Ministry  of  HealtJi 
had  authorised  the  setting  up  of  a  maternity 
hospital  in  a  fever  hospital.  They  are  still  hesi- 
tating ;  but  the  Willesden  Urban  District  Council 
has  now  categorically  stated  that : — 

Pavilion  *'  B  "  which  is  separate  from  all 
other  pavilions  of  the  municipal  hospital,  was 
altered  in  191 7-1 8  for  the  reception  of  maternity 
cases  with  the  knowledge  and  approval  of  tlie 
Ministry  of  Health,  half  the  cost  of  the  alterations 
being  paid  by  the  Ministry.' 

"It  is  added  that  1,089  women  have  been 
admitted  to  the  hospital  without  a  case  of  any  of 
the  common  infectious  diseases  having  been  con- 
tracted in  this  pavilion. 

"  The  British  Medical  Association  has  rightly 
taken  this  matter  up  and  has  addressed  a  letter, 
as  already  announced  in  The  Times,  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  asking  that  its  position  in  regard  to  the 
Willesden  Hospital  may  be  made  clear.  So  far 
there  is  no  mention  of  any  reply.  Meanwhile,  the 
Willesden  doctors  will  meet  again  next  Tuesda\' 
(January  17th)  to  discuss  the  matter. 

"  The  issue,  as  the  British  Medical  Journal 
points  out,  is  national.  It  affects  every  doctor 
and  every  patient  in  the  land.  The  Ministry  of 
Health  must  therefore  explain  quite  clearly  where 
it  stands.  Does  it,  in  fact,  approve  of  these  excur- 
sions into  State  Socialism  or  does  it  not  ?  Is  it, 
in  fact,  opposed  to  a  State  Medical  Service  or  is  it 
not? 

"  Further,  does  it  really  believe  that  the  placing 
of  maternity  cases  even  near  a  fever  hospital  is 
wise  or  safe  ?  There  may  liave  been  no  casualty 
as  yet ;  but,  as  the  British  Medical  Journal  says, 
this  is  '  rather  like  an  argument  for  building  on  the 
site  of  an  ammunition  dump  because  there  has  been 
no  explosion  there  hitherto.' 

"  Every  doctor  will  endorse  that  statement. 
The  medical  profession  is  not  composed  of  men 
who  oppose  Medical  Socialism  because  it  may 
take  away  their  patients.  It  is  composed  of 
honourable,  self-sacrificing  members  of  a  learned 
and  ancient  profession — as  every  man  who  has 
dealt  with  doctors  knows  well." 


POOR     LI  I  TLB     MOTHER. 

Southwark  Board  of  Guardians  last  week  decided 
to  protest  strongly  against  the  action  of  the 
authorities  at  the  General  Lying-in  Hospital, 
York  Road,  in  transferring  a  dying  girl  from  their 
hospital  to  the  Guardians'  institution  at  Newington. 

The  patient  was  a  married  girl,  age  seventeen, 
who  gave  birth  to  a  child  two  hours  after  her 
removal  to  the  Guardians'  institution,  and  died 
the   following   day.      In   a   second    case,    another 


woman  was  removed  late  on  a  Sunday  night 
suffering  from  pneumonia. 

Mr.  Payne  said  the  action  of  the  hospital 
authorities  was  inhuman  to  the  highest  degree. 
It  was  a  public  scandal,  and  the  Board  should 
refuse  to  support  the  hospital  and  stop  the  annual 
subscription   to   the   funds. 

The  chairman  and  the  vice-chairman,  who  are 
governors  of  the  hospital,  undertook  to  attend  the 
next  meeting  of  the  hospital  Board  with  a  view 
to  obtaining  a  full  explanation. 


"THE  THRESHOLD  OF  MOTHERHOOD." 

"  The  Threshold  of  Motherhood,"  by  R.  Doug- 
kis  Howat,  L.R.C.P.  (Edin.),  L.R.C.S.  (Edin.), 
L.R.F.P.P.S.  (Glas.),  is  a  liandbook  for  the  preg- 
nant woman,  concerning  which  the  author  says  in 
hi.s  preface  that  "  there  are  many  excellent  text- 
books of  midwifery  for  students,  doctors  and 
nurses,  but  few,  if  any,  exist  for  the  exclusive  use 
of  the  most   imix)rtant  p<'rson — the   patient.    .    .    . 

"  The  average  pregnant  woman  is  surprisingly 
ignorant  concerning  the  circumstances  attending 
her  present  and  future  state.  An  attempt  has  been 
made  to  explain  the  various  phenomena  which 
occur  during  the  successive  stages  of  a  normal 
pregnancy  and  those  functional  disturbances  which 
are  likely  to  occur.  It  has  been  the  writer's  object 
to  avoid  all  unnecessary  technicalities,  and  any 
such  terms  which  have  been  thought  necessary  to 
introduce  for  clearness  of  description  are  fully  ex- 
plained in  the  text." 

The  author  further  points  out  "  the  whole  subject 
of  midwifery  may  be  summed  up  in  two  words-^ 
cleanliness  and  common  sense ;  and  these  should  be 
the  watchwords  of  every  expectant  mother." 

The  book  is  published  by  Messrs.  Maclehose, 
Jackson  &  Co.,  73,  West  George  Street,  Glasgow, 

price  3s.  6d. 

•  » 

"DU     CHOIX     D'UNE     NOURRICE." 

A  recent  issue  of  the  Paris  Medical  contains  an 
account  of  the  early  nourishment  of  the  little  King 
of  Rome  in  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury. The  story  (says  the  Lancet)  is  extracted 
by  Dr.  G.  Schreiber  from  the  writings  of  a  col- 
league named  Maigne,  entitled  "  Du  Choix  d'une 
Nourrice,"  and  published  in  1836.  His  Majesty's 
nurse  was  selected  from  among  1,200  candidates. 
The  final  selection  was  made  by  a  committee  of 
six  court  physicians  and  surgeons,  and  the  choice 
fell  upon  a  "  superb  woman  of  23  years,"  whose 
milk  was  four  and  a  half  months  old  when  she 
began  to  nurse  the  king,  and  it  is  recorded  that 
it  was  very  abundant.  No  restraint  was  put  upon 
the  royal  appetite,  and  Napoleon  Francois  Charles 
Joseph  took  the  breast  on  occasion  as  often  as  15 
times  in  a  night.  In  those  days  it  was  usual  to 
put  a  child  to  the  breast  as  often  as  he  or  she 
was  thirsty,  and  babies  were  fed  as  often  as  40 
times  or  more  in  the  24  hours.  The  young  Napo- 
leon was  not  weaned  until  the  age  of  14  months 
and  13  days,  at  which  age  he  had  14  teeth. 
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EDITORIAL. 


ALTERATION    OF   THE   LUNACY   LAWS 
ADVOCATED. 

The  representative  Conference  on  Lunacy 
Administration,  convened  by  the  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Control  (Sir  Frederick  Willis), 
which  concluded  its  dieliberatioons  on  Saturday 
last,  arrived  at  some  ver}-  important  conclu- 
sions. The  opening-  Address  was  g^ven  by  the 
Minister  of  Health,  who  impressed  upon  the 
Conference  that  the  chance  of  obtaining-  -the 
leg-islation  desired  for  the  alteration  of  the  law, 
so  as  to  permit  of  the  treatment  of  early 
cases  without  certification,  would  be  very  much 
increased  if  there  were  unanimity  on  this 
point.  It  is  certain,  from  the  constitution  of 
the  Conference,  that  its  conclusions  must  have 
weig-ht,  for  it  included  practically  the  whole  of 
the  Medical  Superintendents  and  Chairmen  of 
Visiting-  Committees  of  Count)'  and  Boroug-h 
Mental  Hospitals  in  Eng-land  and  Wales,  the 
Medical  Suj>erintendents,  and  Chairmen  of 
Manag-ing-  Committees,  of  reg-istered  mental 
hospitals,  and  the  Superintendents  of  some  of 
the  licensed  houses. 

After  full  discussion,  the  Conference  arrived 
at  the  following-  unanimous  conclusions  : — 

1.  That  early  treatment  without  certification 
'should  be  legalised. 

2.  That  by  early  treatment  very  many  cases 
would  be  prevented  from  suflEering  permanently 
from  mental  breakdown. 

3.  That  such  early  treatment  should  only  be 
given  in  institutions  or  homes  approved  for  the 
purpose  by  some  Government   department. 

4.  That  the  Government  department  upon 
whom  the  duty  of  supervising  this  work  should  be 
placed  should  be  the  Board  of  Control. 

It  was  also  unanimously  agreed  that  the  law 
should  be  altered  in  order  to  allow  of  the 
reception  of  voluntary  boarders  in  public  mental 
hospitals,  and  that  local  authorities  should  be 
empowered  to  contribute  towards  the  expense 
of  early  treatment  when  it  was  carried  out  by 
someone  other  than  themselves. 


It  was  considered  that  the  responsible 
authorities  should  be  left  free  to  make  the  best 
arrang-ements  possiWe  in  any  area  as  to  where 
facilities  for  early  treatment  should  be  pro- 
vided, whether  in  a  g^eneral  hospital,  a  public 
mental  hospital,  or  an  approved  home. 

An  important  pronouncement  in  regard  to 
the  nursing-  arrang-ements  in  mental  hospitals 
was  made,  which,  if  carried  into  effect,  cannot 
fail  to  be  beneficial  to  the  nursing-  of  the 
patients  in  such,  hospitals,  i.e.,  that  the  Matron, 
and  those  nurses  who  occupy  the  more  im- 
portant posts,  should  have  had  not  only  special 
training-  in  the  nursing-  of  mental  diseases,  but 
a  full  course  of  training-  in  a  g-eneral  hospital. 
Patients  suffering"  from  mental  diseases  are 
liable — in  some  cases  peculiarly  liable — to  con- 
tract physical  diseases  also,  thus  the  brittleness 
of  their  bones,  which  fracture  easily,  and  their 
tendency  to  contract  tuberculosis  are  well 
known.  The  more  it  is  realised  that  a  patient 
cannot  be  nursed  in  sections,  but  that  his  whole 
personality  must  be  considered,  the  better  will 
be  the  standard  of  nursing-.  Further,  some 
knowledg-e  of  the  nursing"  of  mental  cases, 
whether  they  intend  to  specialise  in  this  branch 
or  not,  would  be  of  great  use  to  general 
nurses,  and  mental  nursesi  will  be  the  more 
proficient  for  exp>erience  in  the  care  of  patients 
who  are  not  mentally  unsound.  The  demand 
for  nurses  (we  hope  Registered  Nurses)  hold- 
ing- the  double  qualification  for  the  hig-her  posts 
in  mental  hospitals  shovild  have  the  effect  of 
stimulating-  members  of  the  profession  to  obtain 
this  knowledg-e. 

Other  points  approved  by  the  Conference 
were  the  importance  of  research  and  patho- 
logfical  work,  the  appointment  of  women  on  all 
Visitingf  Committees,  the  provision  of  lay  staffs 
to  relieve  the  Medical  Superintendents  of  the 
work  connected  with  the  business  side  of 
mental  hospital  administration,  and  the  im- 
provement of  the  position  of  Assistant  Medical 
Officers  in  Mental  Hospitals. 

We  hope  that  the  recommendations  will  be 
incorporated  in  a  Government  Bill,  and 'speedily 
passed  into  law. 
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OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


WHAT  VARIETIES  OF  IMMUNITY    HAVE   YOU    HEARD 
OF?     IN   WHAT  WAYS   CAN  AN   INDIVIDUAL   BE  PRO- 
TECTED   AGAINST  AN    INFECTIOUS    DISEASE? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Mrs.  Frith  Scott,  Ladbroke  Grove, 
London,  W.  lo. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Natural  immunity,  which  may  be  complete, 
as,  for  example,  in  regard  to  tetanusi  in  fowls ; 
or  partial,  such  as  the  comparative  insust- 
ceptibility  of  certain  natives  to  yellow  fever  and 
malaria. 

Acquired  immimity. — One  finds  this  occur- 
ring, after  an  attack  of  scarlet  fever  or  small- 
pox, say,  in  individuals  who  have  suffered 
from  an  infective  disease  and  thereafter  are 
more  or  less  immune. 

Certain  races  appear  to  have  acquired  im- 
miunity  to  the  diseases  which  invariably  attack 
newcomers  to  the  country.  It  is  probable  that 
the  susceptible  members  of  the  race  are  weeded 
out,  and  only  those  with  a  high  natural  im- 
munity survive  to  transmit  their  insusceptibility 
to  their  descendants. 

Immunity,  either  natural  or  acquired,  may 
be  against  toxins  or  against  micro-organisms. 
Immunity  against  toxins  seems  largely  to 
depend  on  the  presence  of  certain  groups  of 
molecules  which  have  an  affinity  for  the  toxin 
molecules  of  the  particular  disease.  There  may 
be  a  certain  amount  of  natural  immunity 
against  a  disease,  but  this  natural  immunity 
can  be  reinforcedl  and  increased  by  various 
inoculations.  A  case  in  point  is  the  inocula- 
tion of  anti-tetanic  serum  to  increase  the  "  anti- 
bodies "  in  the  blood,  which  wUl  assist  in 
neutralising  the  otherwise  fatal  effects  of  an 
infection  with  the  tetanus  bacilli.  Another 
example  is  that  of  anti-diphtheretic  serum  to 
protect  against  diphtheria  infection. 

Immunity  against  micro-organisms  is  greatly 
strengthened  by  the  unbroken  skin  surfaces 
and  mucous  membrane  of  the  body.  When  the 
skin  or  membrane  is  abraded  it  permits  the 
entrance  of  the  micro-organism  into  the  system, 
as  when  a  cut  finger  becomes  septic — ^it  is  not 
the  cut  which  makes  the  finger  septic,  but  the 
micro-orgfanismsi  which  gain  access  to  the 
wound. 

An  increase  in  the  aictivity  of  the  circulatory 
and  excretory  systems  wUl  help  to  rid  the  body 
of  micro-organisms.  Hence  the  "  natural  " 
defence  of  fever  in  such  conditions,  and  the 
harm    of   immediately   lowering  the  fever  by 


means  of  anti-pyretic  drugs.  Also  the  need  for 
increasing  the  activity  of  the  skin  and  kidneys, 
and  keeping  the  bowels  open,  in  all  infective 
conditions. 

Apart  from  the  necessity  of  keeping  as  fit  as 
possible,  an  individual  exposed  to  danger  of 
infection  should  remember  certain  hygienic 
rules  : — 

1.  Breathe  only  through  the  nose,  and  from 
time  to  time  flush  both  nose  and  throat  out 
with  a  mild  antiseptic  lotion,  e.g.,  boracic  or 
glyco-thymoline. 

2.  Eat  regularly,  but  only  of  easily  digested 
foods. 

3.  Keep  as  warm  as  possible,  but  do  not  live 
in  unaired,  stuffy  rooms  and  heavy  clothes. 
Light,  warm  clothes,  exercise,  and  fresh:  air 
are  desirable. 

4.  Cultivate  a  calm,  serene  mind,  capable  of 
looking  frankly  at  the  danger  of  infection, 
estimating  it  at  its  true  value,  taking  common- 
sense  precautions,  and  leaving  the  result  to  the 
Guiding  Hand  of  Destiny — secure  in  the  know- 
ledge that,  whatever  may  be  the  immediate 
result,  the  ultimate  outcome  will  be  for  our 
good. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honourable 
mention  : — Miss  Henrietta  Ballard,  Miss  M. 
Summers,  Miss  T.  Morison. 

We  have  awarded  the  prize  to  Mrs.  Frith 
Scott,  as  we  consider  hers  the  best  paper, 
though  rather  short  of  the  minimum  number  of 
words.  Another  excellent  paper,  by  Mrs. 
Everard  Wyrall,  was  still  shorter.  Will  com- 
petitors kindly  note  the  rule  that  papers  should 
be  from  500  to  650  words  long. 

An  interesting  point  raised  in  Mrs.  Frith 
Scott's  letter  is  "  the  comparative  insuscepti- 
bility of  certain  natives  to  yeMow  fever  and 
malaria." 

Some  authorities  consider  that  this  insus- 
ceptibility in  malaria,  and  presumably  also  in 
yellow  fever,  is  really  acquired  immunity, 
(i)  The  parents  of  children  bom  of  native  races 
in  malarious  countries  have  themselves  almost 
certainly  suffered  from  mild  attacks  of  malaria ; 
and,  (2)  while  still  young,  these  childiren  are 
bitten  by  thie  anopheles  mosquito  and  injected 
with  the  malarial  poison,  actually  a  form  of 
vaccination  conferring  relative  immunity. 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

What  are  the  most  common  superficial 
injuries  to  the  eye,  and  what  is  the  usual  treat- 
ment which  a  nurse  may  be  required  to  apply 
in  the  various  cases? 
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COLD   BATHS   IN   HYPERPYREXIA. 

A  correspondent  takes  exception  to  the 
treatment  of  hyperpyrexia  in  rheumatic  fever 
mentioned  (not,  as  she  states,  "recom- 
mended ")  in  our  prize  competition  paper  last 
week.  She  thinks  the  writer  does  not  appren 
ciate  the  tremendous  strain  on  the  heart  in  this 
disease,  and  that  this  treatment  is  not  carried 
out  by  people  who  understand  their  work  and 
profession.  She  also  takes  exception  to  the 
nursing-  point  that  collapse  from  heart  failure 
must  be  watched  for,  and  asks  whether  it  is 
g:ood  nursing-  to  apply  treatment  which  is  per- 
fectly certain  to  caiuse  g^reat  shock. 

Let  us  emphasise  at  once,  what  we  are  sure 
our  professional  readers  will  endorse,  that  no 
trained  nurse  would  for  a  moment  take  the 
responsibility  of  applying-  this  or  any  other 
"  treatment  "  on  her  own  initiative.  Her  busi- 
ness is  to  carry  out  the  treatment  prescribed 
by  the  mediicail  attendant;  to  know  the  under- 
lying- principles,  so  that  she  may  do  so 
efficiently;  and  to  be  deft  in  the  performance 
of  the  duties  entrusted  to  her. 

But,  in  mentioning-  that  such  treatment  is 
g-iven,  the  writer  of  the  paper  has  the  support 
of  the  late  Dr.  Herbert  Cuff,  Chief  Medical 
Officer  to  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board, 
than  whom  no  higfher  authority  on  the  subject 
exists,  and  his  views  on  the  subject  of  cold 
baths  in  hyperpyrexia  upon  the  action  of  the 
heart  are  specially  interesting-. 

In  "Practical  Nursing-,"  a  text-book  for 
nurses  in  which  Dr.  Cuff  collaborated  with  the 
late  Miss  Isla  Stewart,  he  wrote  as  follows  : — 
"  Until  recently  it  was  thoug-ht  that  the 
beneficial  effects  which  followed  the  use  of  cold 
bathsi  in  treatment  of  fever  were  due  to  the 
lowering-  of  the  temperature.  This  view  is  still 
true  for  cases  of  hyperpyrexia  in  which  the 
thermometer  reg^isters  107°,  108°,  or  higfher. 
These  are  medical  emerg-encies  where  the 
temperature  must  be  lowered  as  speedily  as 
possible,  since  its  continuance  at  such  a  heig^ht 
will  almost  certainly  kill'  the  patient.  The  use 
of  baths,  however,  in  a  disease  such  as  typhoid 
fever,  is  now  believed  to  do  g^ood  principally 
by  increasing-  the  destruction  and  removal  from 
the  system  of  the  poison  of  the  disease,  and 
only  secondarily  by  the  lowering-  of  the  tem- 
perature. 

Cold  water,  when  applied  to  the  skin,  stimu- 
lates the  internal  org-ans,  as  is  shown  by  its 
effect  upon  the  heart  in  caises  of  fainting^. 
Similarly,  in  typhoid  it  increases  the  activity  of 
those  gfl'ands  which  are  eng-ag-ed  in  destroying- 
the  poison  of  the  disease,   thus  leading-  to  a 


more  rapid  removal  of  it  from  the  system.  Ii 
has  been  shown  that,  under  the  influence  of 
cold  baths,  the  urine  of  typhoid-fever  patients 
has  contained  three  times  as  much  of  the 
"toxin,"  or  poison,  of  the  disease  as  it  did 
when  the  baths  were  not  being-  used.  That  is 
to  say,  the  poison  was  being-  three  times  as 
rapidly  removed  from  the  system,  which  is  a 
matter  of  g"reat  importance,  when  we  remem- 
ber that  the  patient's  Ulness,  with  all  its  symp- 
toms, is  entirely  due  to  the  presence  of  this 
toxin  in  the  circulation. 

'  Another  advantag-e  of  this  method  of  treat- 
ment is  that  it  acts  as  a  sedative  to  the  nervous 
system.  It  lessens  delirium  and  induces  sleep. 
Further,  it  is  a  stimulant  to  the  heart,  and 
braces  up  the  circulation.  At  the  same  time, 
by  lowering-  the  temperature,  it  tends  to 
diminish  wasting-. 

We  may  say,  then,  that  cold  water,  when 
used  externally  in  the  treatment  of  fever,  pro- 
duces the  following-  beneficial  effects  : — 

(oi)  The  removal  of  toxins  from  the  system  is 
hastened. 

(b)  Pyrexia  is  diminished. 

(c)  Delirium  is  lessened. 

(d)  The  circulation  is  improved. 

(e)  Wasting-  is  lessened,  and  nutrition  is  im- 
proved. 

Anti-pyretic  drugfs — such  as  antifibrin,  anti- 
pyrin,  &c. — are  objected  to  on  the  score  that, 
althoug-h  they  lower  the  temperature,  they 
depress  the  activity  of  the  different  secreting- 
g-lands,  and  hence  hinder  the  removal  of  toxins 
from  the  system.  Statistics  show  that  cases 
treated  with  bathsi  have  a  much  lower  mortality 
than  those  treated  with  anti-pyretic  drugfs, 
which  gfoes  far  to  prove  that  the  former  method 
does  something-  more  than  merely  lower  the 
temperature.  We  stiH,  however,  take  the  tem- 
perature as  our  chief  guide  in  ordering-  baths 
for  fever  patients.  Being-  caused  by  the  poison 
of  the  disease,  its  heig^ht  is  an  indication  of  the 
amount  of  poison  circulating-  in  the  system,  and 
therefore  of  the  necessity  for  bathing-. 

The  systematic  use  of  cold  water  baths  in 
the  treatment  of  disease  is  usually  reserved  for 
cases  of  enteric  fever.  In  other  illnesses,  as  a 
rule,  it  is  only  applied  when  the  temperature  is 
sufficiently  hig-h  to  have  an  injurious  effect  upon 
the  patient. 

Before  giving  any  sort  of  bath,  a  nurse  should 
obtain  exact  instructions  from  the  medical 
practitioner  as  to  the  temperature  of  the  bath, 
and  the  length  of  time  the  patient  is  to  be  kept 
in  it.  To  follow  out  the  former  of  these  instruc- 
tions to  the  letter,  she  must  never  be  without 
her  bath  thermometer. 
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Cold  water  may  be  used  in  the  treatment  of 
fever  in  one  of  the  following-  ways  : — 

I.  Cold  Bath. — This  is  undoubtedly  the  most 
efficacious.  At  the  same  time  it  is  more  or  less 
of  a  shock  to  the  patient,  and  for  that  reason 
is  seldom  used  in  this  country,  except  when  the 
immediate  lowering-  of  a  dangerously  hig^h 
temperature  is  desired. 

A  long,  bath,  half  full  of  water  at  a  tempera- 
ture of  about  65°  is  placed  transversely  at  the 
foot  of  the  bed.  This  position  is  recommended 
by  Dr.  Hare  as  preferable  to  having"  the  bed  . 
and  the  bath  in  the  same  straight  line.  A  small 
towel  is  fastened  round  the  patient's  hips  with 
a  safety  pin,  and  his  night  shirt  taken  off. 
His  head  and  neck  are  then  sponged  with  coild 
water,  and  the  bed-clothes  afterwards  removed. 
He  is  now  carefully  lowered  into  the  bath  on 
a  sheet.  For  systematic  bathing,  Dr.  Hare's 
perforated  canvas  stretcher  on  light  wooden 
poles  would  be  much  better  than  a  sheet.  It 
fits  loosely  into  the  bottom  of  the  bath,  the 
IDatient  being  again  lifted  out  on  it  and  laid 
on  a  mackintosh.  When  first  placed  in  the 
water  the  patient  gasps  for  breath,  but  this 
gradually  passes  off.  Owing  to  the  contracting 
effect  of  the  coJd  water  upon  the  superficial 
blood  vessels,  his  pulse  becomes  smaller.  To 
the  uninitiated  this  might  appear  a  dangerous 
symptom,  whereas  it  is  merely  a  normal  result 
of  the  bath.  With  the  gasping  respiration 
there  is  usually  a  slig-ht  degree  of  shivering, 
which  soon  stops.  Later  on  in  the  bath,  shiver- 
ing may  again  commence.  This  must  not  be 
taken  as  an  indication  for  stopping  the  bath, 
unless  it  becomes  violent.  While  In  the  water, 
the  patient's  skin  should  be  subjected  to  firm 
yet  gentle  friction  by  the  nurse's  hands. 

At  the  expiration  of  ten  minutes  a  blanket 
is  thrown  across  the  top  of  the  bath,  and  the 
towel  removed  from  the  hips.  The  patient  is 
then  lifted  out  by  placing-  the  hand's  behind 
himi,  and  featving  the  wet  sheet  in  the  bath. 
Still  covered  by  the  blanket,  he  is  laid  upon 
another,  which  the  nurse  has  warmed,  and 
placed  upon  his  bed.  He  is  now  rapidly  and 
gently  dried  with  a  warm  towel,  the  two 
blankets  slipped  away,  a  sheet  and  one  blanket 
thrown  over  him,  and  his  night-shirt  put  on. 
There  is  no  need  to  heap  blankets  upon  him, 
or  put  hot-bottles  to  his  feet,  unless  he 
remains  very  cold  or  continues  to  shiver  after 
removal  from  the  bath,  in  which  case  a  hot 
drink  should  first  be  given  to  him.  At  the  same 
time,  a  nurse  must  have  these  things  ready,  as 
well  as  some  brandy  and  a  hypodermic  syringe 
in   case  symptoms  of  collapse  should  appear. 


In  this  country,  at  any  rate,  a  medical  man  is 
usually  present  when  a  cold  bath  is  giiven. ' ' 

The  other  methods  of  using^  cold  water  in  the 
treatment  of  disease  mentioned  are  : — (2)  Tepid 
baths  giradually  cooled ;  (3)  cold  pack ;  (4)  cold 
spongingf;  (5)  cradling.  They  are  mentioned 
in  their  order  of  efficiency. 

The  authors  conclude  by  stating  that  "  The 
cold  bath  is  by  far  the  most  certain  and  rapid 
treatment  of  lowering  ai  high  temperatuiie, 
while  sponging'  and  cradling  take  a  much  lower 
place.  They  can,  however,  be  used  in  cases 
where,  owing"  to  the  condition  of  the  patient, 
the  more  p>otent  methods  are  inadmissible. 
Hence  the  necessity  for  their  inclusion  in  this 
chapter. ' ' 

NURSING    ECHOES. 

Her  Royal  Highness  Princess  Mary. 

The  following  statement  was  issued  from 
Buckingham  Palace  : — 

"  The  Princess  Mar^-  is  most  anxious  to 
remove  certain  erroneous  impressions  which 
would  appear  to  have  arisen  in  connection  with 
the  variouis  subscriptions  at  present  being 
raised  to  provide  gifts  on  the  occasion  of  her 
wedding. 

"  It  should  be  marie  known  to  the  puiblic  that 
Her  Royal  Hig"hness  is  in  no  way  responsible 
for  the  initiation  of  any  fund,  for  the  form  of 
any  gift  that  may  be  presented  to  her,  or  fqr 
the  method)  of  raising  subsoriptions.  In  cases 
where  Her  Royal  Highness  has  been  ap- 
proached before  the  raising"  of  a  fund,  it  has 
always  been  made  dear  that  the  decision  with 
reg"ard  to  the  form  of  any  gift  that  a  fund  may 
assume  must  rest  with  the  donors  themselves. 

"It  is  needless  to  add  that  the  Princess 
Mary  is  deeply  touched  by  the  numerous  funds 
that  have  been  initiated,  and  she  is  highly 
gratified  to  think  that  in  these  days  of  stress 
many  charities  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
will   thereby   materially  "benefit." 


In  a  letter  to  the  Manchester  Committee  who 
are  arranging  for  the  collection  of  a  million 
shillings,  in  aid  of  Manchester  and  Salford 
institutions  for  the  nursing"  of  the  sick  poor,  in 
honour  of  Princess  Mary's  wedding,  and  are 
holding  a  flower  day,  the  Lady-in-Waiting 
writes: — "  I  am  desired  by  Her  Royal  High- 
ness Princess  Mary  to  acknowledge  your  letter 
and  to  say  that  the  favourite  flower  of  the 
Princess  is  the  sweet-pea.  Her  Royal  Highness 
wishes  success  to  the  proposed  eff"ort  and  hopes 
that  it  will  result  in  a  large  sum  being  obtained 
for  the  sick  poor  of  Manchester." 
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The  House  Committee  of  the  Newcastle 
RoyaJ  Victoria  Infirmary  have  received  from 
the  matron,  on  behalf  of  the  nursing  staff,  a 
cheque  for  ;^i,88o  3s.  2d.,  being  the  result 
of  a  bazaar  held  on  November  23rd,  1921.  In 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  nursing 
staff,  ;;^5oo  of  this  has  been  invested  by  the 
trustees  for  the  endowment  of  a  cot,  and  the 
remainder  placed  to  the  general  account. 

The  committee  have  acknowledged  this 
magnificent  gift  to  the  matron  and  the  nurses, 
but  they  desire  to  give  some  public  expression 
of  their  gratitude,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
thank  all  those  who  helped  their  nursing  staff 
by  gifts  in  kind  or  money. 


At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Godstone 
(Surrey)  Board  of  Guardians,  the  house  com- 
mittee presented  a  report  from  the  master  of 
the  institution,  which  stated  that  the  nurses 
resented  the  guardians  going  into  their  bed- 
rooms unaccompanied  by  a  responsible  official 
or  without  their  consent,  as  happened  on  a 
visit  of  two  guardians  recently.  The  bedrooms 
were  regarded  as  the  officers'  private  rooms. 
These  matters  might  appear  of  little  import, 
but  were  quite  sufficient  to  unsettle  a  staff. 
In  his  many  years'  experience  he  had  not  heard 
of,  nor  had  the  occasion  arisen  for  him  to  ask 
guardians  to  deal  with,  such  a  question  before, 
and  he  much  regretted  the  necessity  to  report 
the  matter.  The  committee,  having  heard  an 
explanation,  decided  to  take  no  action. 

The  board,  however,  discussed  the  report. 
One  lady  member  stated  that  another  lady 
member  and  herself  visited  the  nurses' 
quarters  to  inspect  a  recently  fitted-up  bed- 
room, because  an  applicant  had  refused  an 
appointment  as  she  did  not  like  the  bedroom 
•  accommodation.  She  desired  to  know  if  the 
guardians  had  the  right  to  inspect  the  work- 
house thoroughly  or  not.  The  chairman  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  the  guardians  had  a 
legal  right  to  go  anywhere,  but  they  would 
take  great  care  not  to  do  anything  to  give 
chance  for  resentment  or  misunderstanding.  A 
member  urged  that  they  had  no  power  to  go  to 
the  officers'  private  rooms  without  consent. 

On  the  suggestion  of  the  chairman,  the 
board  decided  to  express  regret  to  the  nurses 
that  any  resentment  arose  through  the  action 
of  the  guardians,  and  they  would  avoid  any 
cause  of  it  in  the  future. 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  MEETING  OF 
NURSES  AT  COPENHAGEN. 

Miss  Wilhelmina  Jessen,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Danish  Council  of  Nurses,  informs  us  that  the 
Business  Meeting  of  the  International  Council 
of  Nurses  will  be  held  in  Copenhagen  in  the  week. 
May  22  nd  to  27th,  and  expresses  "  the  great 
pleasure  we  have  in  looking  forward  to  greeting 
here  in  Copenhagen  our  dear  colleagues  from  the 
other  countries."  The  Nurses'  National  Organisa- 
tions of  Norway,  Italy,  and  China  are  seeking 
affiliation  with  the  International  Council,  and 
we  do  hope  South  Africa  will  come  along  in  time 
and  add  its  widespread  influence  to  that  of  the 
Dominions  of  Canada,  New  Zealand,  and  the 
Empire  of  India  already  grouped  in  the  Inter- 
national Council.  Anyway,  Miss  Child  is  now 
in  England  and  might  act  as  a  representative 
of  the  South  African  Trained  Nurses'  Association. 
How  about  the  Irish  Free  State  ?  The  present 
title  of  our  Council  is  "  The  National  Council  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland."  We  presume  that 
title  is  no  longer  tenable.  But  we  must  have 
our  Irish  colleagues  linked  up  in  the  International 
Council — so,  please,  nurses  of  the  Emerald  Isle, 
get  together  and  form  the  National  Council  of 
Irish  Nurses.  Think  how  dull  the  debates 
might  become  without  your  ready  wit.  Who  has 
ever  forgotten  the  historic  passage  of  arms  between 
Lord  Knutsford  and  the  Hon.  Albinia  Brodrick, 
and  the  triumph  of  the  latter,  at  the  International 
Meeting  in  London  in  1909  ?  "  Best  bit  of  the 
whole  Congress  ;  worth  crossing  the  Atlantic  to 
hear,"  was  the  opinion  of  the  Canadian  delegation 
■      II 

NATIONAL   COUNCIL   OF  NURSES. 

We  hope  the  Associations  and  Leagues  grouped 
together  in  our  National  Council  will  be  well  to 
the  fore  on  February  3rd,  when  the  Copenhagen 
Meeting  will  be  under  discussion.  It  is  time  we 
all  roused  ourselves  after  the  shock  and  exhaustion 
consequent  upon  the  great  War  and  began  to 
come  into  touch  again  with  the  uprising  generation 
of  nurses  throughout  the  world,  and  help  them 
to  attain  their  aspirations.  Anyway,  the  nurses 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  can  now  take 
professional  rank  as  "  Registered  Nurses  "  for  the 
first  time  since  the  International  Council  was 
formed.  That  is  evidence  of  real  solid  progress, 
which  will  be  emphasised  in  the  Report  from  our 
National  Council,  and  on  which  we  have  no 
doubt  we  shall  receive  universal  congratulations. 


We  think  the  whole  institution  should  be 
open  to  the  Guardians,  but  that,  when  necessary 
to  visit  the  domestic  offices,  they  should  be 
accompanied  by  the  Matron. 


THE    REGISTERED     NURSES*    PARLIA- 
MENTARY   COUNCIL. 

There  will  be  a  meeting  of  the  Registered  Nurses' 
Parliamentary  Council  on  Monday,  January  30th, 
at  431,  Oxford  Street,  W.,  at  5  p.m.  It  is  important 
that  as  many  members  as  possible  shall  be  present 
as  it  is  proposed  to  make  an  alteration  in  the 
Constitution  and  aJso  to  consider  the  position  of 
Registered  Nurses  at  the  present  time. 


54 


^be  Britieb  3ournal  of  IRureina^       January  28,  1922 


Ropal  BrItisD  nurses'  H$sociatioii« 


(Incorporated  bp 


Ropal  CDarter.) 


THIS    SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE   OFFICIAL   ORGAN   OF   THE   CORPORATION. 


AT  HOME  *'  TO   THE   MEN 
ST.  DUNSTAN'S. 


OF 


"  The  best  thing  we've  had  yet  at  the  Club  " 
was  the  verdict  of  several  members  after  "  the 
party "    last    Saturday,    and    if   the    afternoon's 
entertainment  was  all  that  could  be  desired  this 
was  in  no  small  measure  due  to  the  kindness  of 
the  guests  themselves.     After  tea  was  over  and 
we   had    adjourned    to    the    drawing    room,    we 
enjoyed  a  truly  deUghtful  concert  lasting,  without 
any  interval,  for  over  two  hours.     Miss  Dorothy 
Clarke  sang  song   after  song   in  her  magnificent 
contralto  ;    after  each  one  came  the  request  for 
"  just  one  more,"  until  she  had  to  go  off  to  keep 
an  engagement  to  sing  elsewhere.     But  soon  we 
found  that  there  was  no  need  to  have  gathered 
in  all  the  musical  talent  available  in  the  Association 
that  afternoon.     Mr.   Noyens  gave  us  deUghtful 
music  on  his  vioUn,  Mr.  Cowley's  clever  recitations 
and  songs  were  greeted  with  peal  after  peal  of 
laughter,   and  the  songs  of  Mr.  Davis  and  Mr. 
Singleton  were  simply  beautiful.     We  are  indebted 
to  Mrs.  Howell  from  St.  Dunstan's  for  her  kindness 
in  accompanying,  and  to  the  following  members 
of  the   Association   for   singing :— Mrs.    Fleming, 
Miss  E.  Aughton  and  Miss  A.  E.  Jones.     Indeed 
those   members   who    "  turned   up  "    to   help   in 
seeing  that  the  Association's  guests  were  shown 
all  proper  hospitahty,  went  away  with  the  feeUng 
that,  to  a  very  great  extent,  they  had  been  the 
people    entertained.     "  We    must    have    another 
afternoon  hke  this  again,"  we  heard  one  of  them 
remark,    and    in   less    than   three   minutes    they 
had    agreed     that,     at    some    early    date,    they 
would  ask  St.  Dunstan's   to    give   a  concert   at 
the  R.B.N.A.  Club. 

At  the  close  of  the  afternoon  the  nurses  expressed 
to  their  guests  the  pleasure  which  it  had  given 
to  themselves  to  receive  the  men  of  St.  Dunstan's, 
not  at  a  hospital  "  somewhere  in  France,"  but 
:  in  our  own  drawing  room  in  "old  Blighty." 
After  the  nurses  had  joined  in  singing  "  For  they 
are  joUy  good  fellows,"  hostesses  and  guests  sang 
a  verse  of  "  Auld  Lang  Syne,"  and  after  "  God 
Save  the  King "  we  said  good-bye.  In  our 
visitors'  book  there  he  no  pages  which  the  R.B.N.A. 
members  wiQ  scan  with  greater  pride  than  those 
on  which  are  inscribed  the  names  of  the  gentlemen 
of  St.  Dunstan's  who  honoured  with  their  presence 
the  first  New  Year's  gathering  held  in  our  Club 
at  Queen's  Gate. 


AN  IMPRESSION. 

Our  afternoon  engagement  at  the  Club  for 
January  21st — •"  An  At  Home  to  the  men  of  St. 
Dunstan's  " — I  had  looked  forward  to  with  the 
keenest  deUght,  and  writing  these  lines  a  few 
hours  after  the  men's  departure  feel  it  has  been  a 
Red  Letter  Day  for  the  Club.  Nothing  could  have 
expressed  more  beautifully  the  late  Sir  Arthur 
Pearson's  work  than  the  words  of  Miss  Clarke's 
first  song,  "  The  BUnd  Ploughman,"  for  we  realised 
so  forcibly  through  these  men  what  his  work 
had  been  : — 

To  set  their  hands  upon  the  plough, 

Their  feet  upon  the  Sod, 
Turn  their  face  towards  the  Sun 

And  Praise  be  God. 

And  that  their  faces  were  towards  the  Sun  was 
evident  by  the  reflection  which  shone  on  ours,  in 
their  presence,  and  the  song  in  our  hearts,  too,  of 
praise  for  the  privilege  of  experiencing  that  joy. 
It  was  the  first  time  I  had  been  in  their  company, 
but  one  of  their  great  compensations  I  felt  was 
the  power  of  diffusing  the  Ught  from  within,  which 
can  only  come  through  the  Father  of  Light,  to 
whom  all  things  are  visible.  E.  A. 


AN    ENTERPRISING   NURSE. 

Miss  Amy  Louise  Atkins,  who  has  just  been 
appointed  Teacher  of  Handicrafts  at  the  Ministry 
of  Pensions  Hospital,  Cannock  Chase,  Hednesford, 
Staffordshire,  has  shown  considerable  enterprise  in 
equipping  herself  with  new  qualifications  when, 
after  years  of  strenuous  war  work,  she  found  that 
her  health  was  not  likely  to  stand  the  strain  of 
nursing  indefinitely.  She  was  trained  at  Torbay 
Hospital,  and  most  of  her  military  nursing  was 
done  in  Egypt.  Having  decided,  when  the  war 
was  over,  to  give  up  nursing,  she  entered  upon  a 
course  of  training  at  the  London  School  of  Weaving. 
During  the  three  months  she  has  spent  there  she 
has  done  some  beautiful  work,  and  in  addition  to 
weaving  she  is  an  adept  in  loom  necklace  making, 
rafia  basket  making,  chip  carving,  jig  saw  puzzle 
making,  doll  making,  &c.  But  handloom  weaving 
is  her  chief  hobby,  and  we  expect  that  she  will 
become  one  of  the  links  which  will  help  to  prevent 
this  from  becoming  a  lost  craft  as  a  few  years  ago 
one  feared  that  it  might,  just  as  the  wonderful 
knowledge  of  dyes  once  possessed  by  the  Highland 
.women  has  been  lost. 
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Some  few  years  ago  Miss  Grasett  opened '  the 
London  School  of  Weaving  in  Old  Cavendish 
Street,  and  now  quite  a  number  of  people  go  there 
for  training.  Recently  a  nurse  who  had  taken 
the  course  and  knew  lace  making  also,  received  a 
very  good  appointment  under  the  Government 
as  a  teacher  of  handicrafts  in  one  of  the  Colonies, 
and  we  hear  of  other  pupils  who  have  also  secured 
appointments.  Nurses,  who  feel  that  their  health 
is  not  hkely  to  last  through  long  years  of  nursing 
might  well  raake  some  enquiries  regarding  special 
training  of  this  sort  which  can  be  taken  in  a  few 
months. 

The  scheme  to  form  a  handicraft  school  for 
disabled  soldiers  at  Cannock  Chase  originated  with 
Mrs.  Batchelor,  of  Burnside,  near  Stratford-on- 
Avon.  During  her  war  work,  Mrs.  Batchelor 
observed  that  the  wounded  soldiers  were  always 
happiest  when  occupied,  and  she  hcis  turned  her 
observation  to  practical  account  by  estabhshing 
a  scheme  to  give  them  interests  and  employment 
to  take  the  place  of  those  which  have  been  lost  to 
them  through  their  disablement.  Mrs.  Batchelor 
holds  that  our  duty  to  the  men,  disabled  in  the 
Great  War,  does  not  end  when  we  have  seen  them 
housed  and  that  their  physical  needs  are  cared  for. 
She  has  generously  instituted  a  scheme  to  develop 
new  faculties  for  those  which  have  been  lost  and  to 
provide  the  occupation  which  her  observation  has 
shown  is  likely  to  bring  them  contentment.  We 
trust  that  her  experiment  will  not  only  prove 
exceedingly  successful  but  that  it  will  lead  to  the 
estabUshment  of  similar  schemes  in  other  insti- 
tutions. Not  only  will  the  teaching  of  new  crafts 
help  to  minimise  the  disablement  of  the  men  and 
give  them  new  interests,  but  in  many  cases  it  may 
actually  change  their  misfortune  into  a  blessing 
by  providing  an  outlet  for  the  creative  faculty, 
inherent  in  every  human  being  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent  and  which  must  find  expression,  or  the 
energy  required  for  such  expression  will  find  its 
way  into  \vrong  channels,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
individual  and  the  discomfort  of  those  about  him. 
^  Indeed  the  question  of  how  far  the  condition  of  the 
world  at  the  present  time  rests  upon  the  extent  to 
which  machinery  has  entered  into  our  national 
life  is  one  which  might  well  receive  the  attention  of 
psychologists.  The  lack  of  high  ideals,  the  crime^ 
and  the  national  habits  and  tastes  of  the  present 
day,  which  are  little  short  of  refined  savagery, 
may  be  due  to  a  very  large  extent  to  the  fact  that 
machinery  has  trespassed  into  every  sort  of  craft 
and  blocked  every  outlet  for  the  flow  of  the 
natural  and  God-given  instinct  to  create.  Any- 
how, we  suggest  that  the  hygiene  of  the  creative 
quality  in  man  might  well  form  the  subject  of  a 
paper  from  the  pen  of  our  clever  nurse  psycholo- 
gist. Miss  Bielby.  We  Avish  Mrs.  Batchelor's 
scheme  every  success,  and  she  could  have  found 
no  more  charming  and  kindly  teacher  for  the 
disabled  men  than  Miss  Atkins,  who  has  been  such 
a  popular  member  at  the  R.B.N.^.  Club  during 
the  last  few  weeks  when  she  has  been  in  residence 
there. 


APPOINTMENT. 

Miss  Edith  Rowlands  has  been  appointed 
Organiser  and  Lecturer  to  the  Welsh  Memorial 
Association  of  North  Wales.  She  was  trained  at 
Burnley  Infirmary  and  joined  the  Association  last 
year.  We  congratulate  her  upon  her  appointment, 
and  would  Uke  to  see  more  nurse  lecturers  ap- 
pointed on  subjects  relating  to  health  work.  They 
have  at  least  shown  the  abiUty  to  popularise  their 
subject  when  they  have  taken  such  posts. 

ACKNOWLEDQEMENTS  FROM  HIS  WORSHIP 
THE  MAYOR  OF  KENSINGTON. 

Dr.  Rice  Oxley  has  requested  us  to  convey  liis 
thanks  to  those  members  of  the  R.B.N.A.  who 
so  kindly  sent  dolls  to  the  Town  HaU,  Kensington, 
to  be  forwarded  to  the  children  of  that  town  in  the 
devastated  regions  of  France  which  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Royal  Borough  of  Kensington. 
His  Worship  the  Mayor  and  the  Borough  CouncU 
greatly  appreciate  the  nurses'  kindness. 

MISS    BEATRICE    CUTLER    "AT  HOME." 

On  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  January  28th, 
when  Miss  Cutler  is  to  be  "  At  Home  "  at  194, 
Queen's  Gate,  many  friends,  old  and  new,  will 
gather  at  the  Club  to  wish  her  bon  vovage  and  a 
happy  visit  to  South  Africa. 

THE  EVOLUTION  OF  SURGERY. 

We  remind  our  members  of  the  lecture  to  be 
given  at  the  Club  by  Sir  D'Arcy  Power,  on 
Saturday,  February  4th,  at  3  p.m.  The  lecture 
will  be  illustrated  by  lantern  slides,  and  we  look 
forward  to  seeing  and  hearing  a  great  deal  about 
surgery  in  its  earliest  beginnings  and  in  its  modern 
achievements.  We  will  be  grateful  if  the  members 
wiU  do  what  they  can  to  make  the  lecture  known 
to  their  friends.  There  will  be  no  charge  for  the 
lecture.  Tea  will  be  served  afterwards  at  the 
usual  cost  of  one  shilling.  ^.^ 

THE    ASSOCIATION    OF   TRAINED    NURSES 
IN   PUBLIC   HEALTH  WORK. 

The  Committee  of  the  Association  of  Trained 
Nurses  in  PubUc  Health  Work  have  had  under 
consideration  the  position  of  nurses  engaged  in 
various  branches  of  health  work,  and  propose 
to  hold  a  pubUc  conference  to  discuss  this.  Arrange- 
ments are  not  yet  complete,  as  there  has 
been  some  difficulty  in  arranging  for  speakers, 
but  we  hope,  at  an  early  date,  to  be  able  to 
announce  the  place  and  date  of  the  Conference. 

GIFTS  TO  THE  CLUB. 

We  acknowledge  the  following  gifts : — Her 
Royal  Highness,  the  Princess  Christian,  theatre 
tickets ;  Miss  Burr,  cake  ;  Miss  Frampton, 
chrysanthemums ;  Miss  Gilligan,  turkey ;  Miss 
Glover,  roses  and  chrysanthemums  ;  Mrs.  Good, 
turkey  and  butter  ;  Mrs.  Hannay,  pot  of  heather  ; 
Mrs.  Hayes  Palmer,  illustrated  papers ;  Miss 
McDernot,  cake  ;  Miss  Syme,  cake  ;  Miss  Gordon 
Wright,  chicken,  Christmas  pudding  and  pork  pie. 

Isabel  Macdonald, 
Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 
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LEAGUE    NEWS. 

No  I-eague  issues  a  more  admirable  Annual 
Journal  than  the  Leicester  Infirmary  Nurses' 
League.  Its  pastel  blue  cover  with  white  lettering 
is  chajming,  and  the  paper  and  printing  first-class. 
This  no  doubt  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the 
members,  as  a  nurse's  motto  should  be  "  every- 
thing worth  doing  is  worth  doing  weU." 

The  Journal  1921  opens  with  a  letter  from  the 
President,  Miss  C.  E.  Vincent,  R.R.C.,  followed  by 
one  from  the  Hon.  President,  Miss  G.  A.  Rogers — 
and  both  ladies  take  the  opportunity  of  advising  the 
members  of  the  Leicester  Infirmary  League — <)on- 
sistently  in  the  forefront  for  many  years  in  the 
demand  for  State  Registration — to  register  with 
the  General  Nursing  Council. 

Miss  Vincent  writes  :  "In  the  Nursing  World, 
the  General  Nursing  Council  has  been  hard  at 
work — the  State  Register  is  open.  I  need  hardly 
say  that  it  is  the  duty  of  each  one  of  us  to  register 
without  delay — ^if  only  for  the  sake  of  example 
and  the  good  of  the  Nursing  Profession  generally. 
Some  of  us  who  are  no  longer  young  may  feel  that 
we  have  nothing  to  gain  by  joining  the  State 
Register ;  others  I  know  are  feeling  and  asking  : 
'  What  am  I  going  to  gain  by  being  placed  on  a 
register  which  admits  nurses  who  have  only  one 
year's  hospital  training  followed  by  two  years' 
practice  as  a  nurse. '  To  all  I  would  say  that 
these  conditions  of  admission  to  the  State  Register 
will  exist  only  during  the  '  Period  of  Grace,'  i.e., 
till  July,  1924*,  after  which  every  nurse  desiring 
to  join  the  State  Register  will  be  able  to  do  so  only 
by  taking  and  passing  the  State  Examination. 
Further,  Parliament  never  legislates  backwards  ; 
and  no  Registration  Act  would  ever  have  been 
accepted  by  Parliament  had  it  entailed  throwing 
out  of  employment  existing  nurses. 

This  item,  therefore,  is  a  comparatively  small 
one,  and  will  shortly  right  itself,  and  meanwliile 
for  the  uplift  of  the  Profession  generally  it  behoves 
us  to  sink  our  personal  feelings  (if  we  have  any) 
and  to  join  up  as  Registered  Nurses.  This,  I  hope, 
every  member  of  the  Nurses'  League  will  do." 

Miss  Rogers  asks  :  "  How  many  of  you  have 
registered  ?  If  you  have  not  already  done  so,  I 
hope  you  will  without  delay.  The  League  has 
always  stood  for,  and  fought  for.  State  Registra- 
tion. Be  true,  then,  to  the  traditions  of  the 
League." 

This  is  sound  advice.  As  nurses  have  been 
enjoying  a  three  years'  training  or  school  examina- 
tion for  so  many  years,  it  will  be  comparatively 
very  few  nurses  who  will  register  on  the  one  year's 
training — and  then,  only  women  who  have  been 
working  hard  for  many  years  in  the  less  remunera- 
tive branches  of  nursing,  many  helping  the  poor 
to  the  best  of  their  abihty,  and  who  can  bring 
references  of  continued  good  character — and  if 
the  certificated  nurses  support  the  demand  that 
their  certificates  shall  be  recorded  in  the  published 

*  The  period  of  grace  terminates  in  November, 
1923,  two  years  from  the  date  on  which  the 
Rules  came  into  operation  with  the  consent  of 
Parliament. — Ed  . 


Register,  the  pubUc  and  the  medical  profession 
will  see  at  a  glance  the  professional  status  of  every 
registered  nurse.  The  Leicester  League  has  done 
its  duty  in  addressing  the  General  Nursing  Council 
on  this  important  matter. 

The  Reports  of  the  business  and  social  gatherings 
of  the  League  prove  its  stability  and  harmony. 
Prize-Giving. 
The  Prize-Giving  took  place  on  October  14th 
in  the  Recreation  Room  of  the  Nurses'  Home, 
and  Mrs.  Fielding  Johnson,  the  wife  of  the  Irtfirm- 
ary  Chairman,  distributed  them  with  kindly  and 
encouraging  words. 

The  Gold  Medal  was  won  by  Nurse  D.  L.  Barker, 
the  Silver  Medal  by  Nurse  H.  G.  Blakesley,  and  the 
Bronze  Medal  by  Nurse  E.  E.  Pidcock  ;  and  the 
Senior  Book  Prize,  the  Second  Year  Prize,  and  the 
First  Year  Prize  by  Nurses  E.  M.  Tarratt,  E.  A. 
Tatton,  and  H.  Corhan  respectively. 

Miss  Vincent  reported  the  training  and  appoint- 
ment of  a  Sister-Tutor,  so  that  Leicester  could  feel 
it  was  well  to  the  front  in  its  teacliing,  and  they 
would  not  have  much  difficulty  in  reaching  the 
standard  of  the  State  Examination  Syllabus,  as 
they  were  already  largely  teacliing  on  this  syllabus, 
and  hoped  shortly  to  adopt  it  throughout.  Miss 
Vincent  then  spoke  on  the  Practical  work  in  the 
Wards,  Theatre,  Out-Patients,  X-Rays,  &c. 

"  Here,"  she  said,  "  the  Hospital  Sisters  come 
in,  and  I  would  like  to  say  to  them  direct  that 
there  is  nothing  which  can  take  the  place  of  the 
individual  care  and  teaching  which  every  proba- 
tioner and  nurse  in  training  receives  daily  from 
the  Ward  Sisters  ;  their  responsibility  is  very 
great.  It  is  the  Sister  who  trains  the  nurse  in 
her  dealings  with  her  patients,  and  true  nursing 
can  never  afford  to  develop  into  theoretical  work 
alone.  The  two  must  go  hand  in  hand  .... 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  sajdng  that  they  (the  Sisters) 
are  the  backbone  of  the  Hospital,  without  them 
there  could  be  no  efficient  training  of  the  nurse  ; 
and  I  am  proud  to  think  that  here  my  Sisters  are 
what  they  are,  for  I  know  that  the  success  of  our 
work  is  due  in  no  smaU  degree  to  their  loyalty  and 
devotion." 

The  Report  of  Miss  F.  J.  Redl,  Matron  of  the 
Brompton  Hospital,  the  outside  Examiner  in 
Practical  Nursing  Work,  was  read,  in  which  she 
stated  : — 

"  The  nurses  set  about  their  work  in  a  thoroughly 
businessUke  and  efficient  manner,  evincing  both 
thought  and  consideration  for  their  patients  in 
the  answers  to  the  questions  and  tests  put  to  them, 
thus  giving  proof  of  the  care  and  thoroughness  of 
the  practical  instruction  given  throughout  the 
training.  This  is  shown  by  the  results,  all  candi- 
dates having  passed,  and  three  obtaining  honours." 
The  extracts  from  the  members'  letters  are 
instructive  and  interesting. 

We  congratulate  the  Leicester  Royal  Infirmary 
Nurses'  League  on  its  harmonious  progress  through- 
out the  year,  not  only  its  journal  but  its  methods 
are  an  example  to  other  Leagues,  and  we  should 
imagine  from  the  esprit  de  corps  evinced  there 
should  be  no  shortage  of  candidates  for  training 
at  this  splendid  hospital. 
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THE  CONTROL  OF  THE  NURSINQ 
PROFESSION. 


At  a  recent  Executive  Council  Meeting  of  the 
Association  of  Poor  Law  Unions  of  England  and 
Wales,  as  reported  in  the  Poor  Law  Officer  s 
Journal,  held  at  the  Connaught  Rooms  London, 
W.C,  the  Rev.  P.  S.  G.  Propert  (Fulham),  the 
President,  in  the  Chair,  the  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee reported  on  the  following  resolutions  passed 
at  the  Conference  of  Representatives  of  Poor-Law 
Nurse-Training  Schools,  on  November  23rd,  1921, 
viz.  : — 

(i)  That  the  General  Nursing  Council  be  urged 
to  give  an  opportunity  to  the  Association  of  Poor- 
Law  Unions  to  examine  and  submit  their  views  on 
the  draft  syllabus  of  examination,  which  is  under- 
stood to  be  in  the  course  of  preparation,  prior  to 
such  syllabus  being  transmitted  to  the  Minister  of 
Health  by  the  Council. 

(2)  That  in  the  unfortunate  event  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  dechning  to  modify  their  pro- 
posals in  such  a  way  as  to  meet,  in  a  substantial 
manner,  the  objections  now  formulated,  this 
matter  be  referred  to  the  Association  of  Poor- 
Law  Unions  with  a  view  to  an  appeal  to  the 
Minister  of  Health  on  such  points  as  may  appear 
to  them  to  be  desirable,  and  that  failing  reasonable 
satisfaction  they  may  take  such  steps  as  may 
appear  necessary  and  expedient. 

The  Committee  decided  to  recommend  the 
Council  to  agree  with  the  above  resolutions. 

The  Committee  also  stated  they  were  informed 
of  a  report  that  the  Chairman  and  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  in  England 
and  Wales  had  tendered  their  resignations  to  the 
Minister  of  Health.  The  Committee  pointed  out 
that  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act  requires  that  the 
present  Nursing  Council  shall  exist  for  not  less 
than  two  and  not  more  than  three  years  from  the 
date  of  the  passing  of  the  Act,  December  23rd, 
1919.  The  next  Council  is  to  be  composed  of  nine 
nominated  members  and  sixteen  registered  nurses 
elected  by  the  nurses  on  the  register.  Of  the  nine 
nominated  members,  two  each  are  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Privy  Council  and  the  Board  of  Education, 
respectively,  and  five  by  the  Minister  of  Health, 
after  consultation  with  persons  and  bodies  having 
experience  of  training  schools,  &c.  There  would 
thus  be  another  opportunity  for  the  Minister  to 
consider  the  claims  of  the  Association  of  Poor- 
Law  Unions,  if  the  resignations  take  effect.  The 
Committee  decided  to  recommend  that  the  Council 
urge  the  appointment  of  a  nominee  of  the  Asso- 
ciation upon  the  General  Nursing  Council  upon  such 
Council  being  reconstructed. 

Canon  Glossop  moved  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
commendations in  the  report. 

Sir  Henry  Manton  thought  that  if  it  was  right 
for  the  Privy  Council  to  send  two  representatives 
to  the  General  Nursing  Council,  the  Council  of  that 
Association  was  clearly  entitled  to  two  repre- 
sentatives. 

The  Secretary  suggested  that  the  Council  should 


select  two  members  for  nomination  on  the  Nursing 
Council  if  the  opportunity  arose. 

Sir  Harry  Manton  moved  accordingly. 

Mr.  Hawes  moved  that  Mrs.  Batters  be  selected 
as  the  only  name  for  the  time  being  as  a  matter 
of  policy. 

This  was  agreed  to  and  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  was  adopted. 

The  demand  of  lay  employers  to  direct  repre- 
sentation on  the  General  Nursing  Council — the 
Educational  and  Disciplinary  Authority  of  "  Regis- 
tered Nurses "  and  entirely  financed  by  these 
workers — cannot,  in  our  opinion,  be  justified. 
Poor  Law  Guardians  have  no  more  right 
to  such  power  on  the  General  Nursing  Council  than 
they  have  on  the  General  Medical  Council  or  the 
Central  Midwives  Board.  And  to  judge  from  the 
present  impasse  in  the  Council  the  more  the 
employer  attempts  to  domineer  over  "  Registered 
Nurses,"  the  more  impossible  will  the  situation 
become.  No  men's  profession  would  tolerate  such 
a  situation  for  a  moment.  Why  then  should 
enfranchised  women  citizens  submit  to  it  ?  Regis- 
tered Nurses  have  equal  right  to  professional 
responsibility  with  medical  practitioners  and 
barristers,  and  they  have  a  right  to  exercise  their 
own  judgment,  especially  as  they  are  called  upon 
to  finance  the  General  Nursing  Council,  not  only 
for  their  own  benefit,  but  for  that  of  the  public. 


THE    COLLEGE    OF    NURSINQ,     LTD., 
AND    THt    STATE    REGISTER. 

We  learn  on  good  authority  that  the  officials  of 
the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  have  never  given  up 
hope  of  saving  its  face  with  those  nurses  to  whom 
it  gave  a  pledge,  that  if  they  paid  a  guinea  to 
register  with  the  College  they  would  "  auto- 
matically and  without  further  fee,  be  placed  upon 
the  State  Register  when  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Bill  is  passed,"  and  that  efforts  are  being  made  to 
thrust  by  some  means — other  than  provided  in  the 
Rules  approved  by  Parliament — College  members 
on  to  the  State  Register  at  a  reduced  fee,  and 
without  the  protection  to  their  colleagues  of  the 
prescribed  scrutiny  to  which  all  Applications  are 
now  subjected  through  the  persons  appointed  by 
Parliament  to  compile  the  State  Register.  Any 
such  proposal  is  fundamentally  unjust,  and 
coercive  to  those  professional  nurses  who  dechne 
to  place  themselves  under  the  control  of  the  very 
autocratic  group  of  male  executive  officers  who 
practically  govern  the  College. 

The  result  of  any  such  pact  would  be  that  the 
College  would  "  nobble  "  the  vote  for  the  coming 
election  of  nurses  on  to  the  Council,  an  election- 
eering device  which  must  be  met  with  uncom- 
promising opposition  from  all  lovers  of  freedom 
and  f airplay  in  our  ranks. 

Parliament  refused  to  grant  the  control  of  the 
Nursing  Profession  to  the  College  Company  (as 
provided  in  the  College  Bill)  in  the  Government 
Act  for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses,  and  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  whole  profession  to  maintain 
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the  equal  rights,  privileges,  and  liberties  bestowed 
upon  them  through  this  Act. 

We  axe  informed  the  original  certificates  of  nurses 
registered  by  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  were  not 
invariably  submitted  for  inspection — a.  precaution 
not  necessary  perhaps  in  compiling  a  Roll  of 
the  Company's  Members,  but  imperative  for  the 
authenticity  of  a  State  Register,  which  will  be 
accepted  as  evidence  in  Courts  of  Law,  and  for 
protecting  "  Registered  Nurses  "  and  the  public 
from  imposition.  There  are  quite  a  number  of 
forged  or  "  manipulated  "  certificates  around. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MISSING    NURSES. 


Two  nurses  have  been  reported  missing  from 
their  hospitals  during  last  week,  and  Miss  Winifred 
Ehzabeth  Wood,  the  nurse  who  disappeared  from 
the  London  Jewish  Hospital,  Stepney  Green,  last 
Friday,  has  been  found.  It  is  understood  that  she 
is  now  with  her  relatives.  She  has  not  returned 
to  the  hospital  yet,  and  we  should  imagine  the 
authorities  wiU  not  care  to  take  further  responsi- 
biUty  for  a  young  woman  who  has  caused  them  so 
much  anxiety,  which  presumably  might  have 
been  avoided. 

Miss  Thyra  Pound,  the  young  probationer  who 
disappeared  from  the  Children's  Hospital,  Great 
Ormond  Street  on  Monday,  January  i6th,  is  still 
missing. 

Mrs.  Pound,  the  missing  girl's  mother,  is  in 
London  helping  in  the  search. 

Miss  Pound  went  to  the  hospital  as  a  probationer 
on  November  8th  last.  Before  that  she  had  been 
teaching  in  a  school  at  Ashbury. 

On  the  1 6th  instant  she  went  out  to  fetch 
some  stamps  for  the  matron,  and  said  she  would 
go  for  a  little  walk  and  return  in  time  for  her 
duty  at  nine  o'clock,  but  she  never  returned. 
She  went  out  in  her  ordinary  clothes,  and  could 
not  have  had  much  money  on  her  at  the  time. 

A  pretty  girl,  very  tall  (5  ft.  10  in.)  with  bright 
colouring  and  thick  brown  bobbed  hair.  Miss 
Pound  was  wearing  a  blue  overcoat,  with  a  dark 
velour  hat,  when  she  left  the  hospital.  One 
finger-nail  is  missing  from  her  right  hand. 


PENSIONS   FOR    NURSES. 


The  National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses  is  at 
present  working  hard  to  formulate  a  scheme  of 
superannuation   for  nurses. 

Perhaps  such  a  scheme  could  be  alternative  to 
the  present  arrangements  under  the  Unemploy- 
ment Insurance  Act,  nurses  having  the  option  as 
to   which  scheme  they  would   contribute. 

The  National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses  recom- 
mends nurses  to  give  this  matter  their  serious 
consideration  and  to  communicate  their  views  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Union  at  38,  Parliament 
Street,  Whitehall,  Westminster,   S.W.  i. 


MATRON. 

Lostock  Hall  Convalescent  Home,  Preston. — Miss 
Aida  M.  Ronson  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Preston,  where  she 
has  held  the  position  of  Theatre  Sister  and  Night 
Superintendent.  She  has  also  been  Home  Sister  at 
the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital,  Derby,  Sister-in- 
Charge  of  Yelverton  Sanatorium,  and  Housekeeping 
Sister  at  Swansea  General  and  Eye  Hospital. 

Stockport  Infirmary,  Stockport. — Miss  J.  Bell  has 
been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  Nor- 
folk and  Norwich  Hospital,  and  has  been  Sister  and 
Assistant  Matron  at  Ancoats  Hospital,  Manchester. 
She  served  both  at  home  and  abroad  during  the 
war  as  a  Sister  in  the  Territorial  Force  Nursing 
Service. 

SISTER. 

Children's  Sanatorium,  Wyton,  Huntingdon. — Miss 
A.  M.  Hayward  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Royal  Southern  Hospital,  Liverpool, 
and  for  three  years  has  been  in  charge  of  a  sanatorium 
at  New  Brighton.  She  has  also  held  the  position  of 
Sister  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  Early  and  Advanced 
Cases  of  Tuberculosis,  at  Wallasey,  Cheshire,  and  has 
had  experience  of  private  nursing. 

NIGHT    SISTER.n 

Children's  Sanatorium,  Wyton,  Huntingdon. — Miss 
E.  Simpson  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guild- 
ford, and  has  been  Night  Sister  at  the  Hospital  for 
Diseases  of  the  Throat,  Golden  Square,  London,  and 
has  been  Sister  at  St.  Mark's  Hospital,  City  Road, 
London.  She  has  also  had  experience  of  private 
nursing.  

Children's  Hospital,  Nottingham.  —  Miss  Gladys 
Battison  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Doncaster,  and  in 
Infectious  Nursing  at  the  Doncaster  and  Mexborough 
Joint  Hospital,  and  has  been  Staff  Nurse  and  Holiday 
Sister  at  the  General  Hospital,  Walsall,  and  Night 
Sister  at  the  City  Hospital,  Coventry. 

OUT-PATIENT    SISTER. 

Children's  Hospital,  Nottingham. — Miss  M.  A.  Boden 
has  been  appointed  Out-Patient  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Children's  Hospital,  Sheffield,  and  the 
Derbyshire  Royal  Infirmary,  and  has  been  Sister  at 
the  Victoria  Hospital  for  Children,  Tite  Street, 
Chelsea. 

SUPERINTENDENT     NURSE. 

Union  Hospital,  Chesterfield. — Miss  Ehzabeth  Jones 
has  been  appointed  Superintendent  Nurse.  She  was 
trained  at  Portsmouth  Infirmary,  where  she  subse- 
quently held  the  position  of  Sister,  and  has  been 
Assistant  Matron  and  Temporary  Matron  at  the  South 
Grove  Institution,  Whitechapel,  Night  Superintendent 
Charge  Nurse  at  Park  Royal  Hospital,  N.W.,  Superin- 
tendent Nurse  at  the  Infirmary,  Sevenoaks,  and  Sister- 
in-Charge  of  the  Union  Hospital,  LlaneUy. 

SISTER-TUTOR. 

Withington  Hospitals,  Manchester. — Miss  Lily  Milne 
has  been  appointed  Sister-Tutor.  She  was  trained 
in  the  same  institution,  where  she  has  been  Ward 
Sister  and  Massage  Sister.  She  is  a  Certified  Midwife, 
and  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Chartered  Society  of 
Massage  and  Medical  Gymnastics. 
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Transfers  and  Appointments. 

*  Miss  Mathilde  Bull  is  appointed  to  Northampton  as 
Assistant  Superintendent ;  Miss  Helen  L.  M.  Hall,  to 
Metropolitan  N.A.,  as  Assistant  Superintendent ;  Miss 
Bertha  Osborne,  to  Leicester,  as  Assistant  Super- 
intendent ;  Miss  Annie  M.  Payne,  to  Norfolk,  as 
Assistant  Superintendent ;  Miss  Edith  M.  S.  Wood,  to 
Exeter,  as  Assistant  Superintendent ;  Miss  Frances 
Agar,  to  Hull ;  Miss  Susan  G.  Baxter,  to  Henley  ; 
Miss  Margery  Emms,  to  Southborough  ;  Miss  Florence 
E.  Ford,  to  Chichester  ;  Miss  Ethel  Hodnett,  to  Here- 
ford ;  Miss  Elizabeth  Niblett,  to  SparkhiU  and  Greet ; 
Miss  Emily  Powell,  to  Northampton  ;  Miss  Dorothy 
Provis,  to  Three  Towns,  as  Training  Midwife ;  Miss 
Grace  E.  J.  Rider,  to  Beddington  and  WaUington  ; 
Miss  Louise  Smith,  to  Shoreditch  ;  Miss  Gertrude  E. 
Taylor,  to  Altrincham ;  Miss  Carrie  Treacy,  to 
Birmingham  (Moseley  Road)  ;  Miss  Ella  L.  Yeates,  to 
Sandwich. 


THE     PASSING     BELL. 

We  greatly  regret  to  record  the  death  on  January 
iSth,  at  the  Belvidere  Fever  Hospital,  Glasgow,  of 
Nurse  Elizabeth  Tippetts  Forbes,  aged  23  years, 
Probationer  Nurse  since  April  ist,  1920,  at  the  Glasgow 
Royal  Infirmary.  Nurse  Forbes  died  after  three  days' 
illness.  She  was  a  native  of  Thurso,  Caithness,  and 
was  a  bright,  high-spirited  Highland  girl.  Much 
sympathy  is  felt  with  her  family. 

A  beautiful  wreath  of  flowers  was  sent  from  the 
Matron  and  the  Sister  of  the  ward  where  she  had  been 
working  up  until  Saturday,  January  14th,  and  her 
many  friends  in  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Glasgow. 


THE   HOSPITAL  WORLD. 


The  Ministry  of  Health  have  asked  the  Metro- 
politan Asylums  Board  to  arrange  for  admission 
as  an  emergency  measure  of  cases  of  influenzal- 
pneumonia.  Cases  are  to  be  selected  for  admission 
by  the  medical  officer  of  health  of  the  borough, 
in  consultation  with  the  patient's  own  doctor, 
accommodation  being  very  limited. 


To  provide  additional  hospital  accommodation 
the  LeAvisham  Board  of  Guardians  have  decided 
to  buy  Bromley  HUl  Court,  a  house  and  estate  of 
five  acres. 

The  purchase  price  is  ;^5,50o,  and  the  total  cost, 
it  is  stated,  will  be  between  ;£i5,ooo  and  ;^20,ooo. 

In  a  report  to  the  board  Dr.  Nockolds  stated 
that  there  were  over  800  more  cases  during  the 
last  year  than  in  1914. 


The  British  Medical  Journal  and  the  Lancet 
have  refused  to  insert  an  advertisement  for  a 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Manchester  at 
a  salary  of  ;^i,500  a  year,  without  any  bonus, 
and  without  any  promise  of  increments.  The 
British  Medical  Association  and  the  Society  of 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  support  the  policy 
of  refusal  because  this  is  one  of  the  outstand- 
ing public  health  appointments  of  the  country 


involving  a  vast  responsibility.  The  Town  Clerk 
of  Manchester  has  ;^2,250  a  year,  with  a  prospect 
of  an  early  rise  to  ;^3,ooo,  and  the  engineer  receives 
;^3,ooo  without  fees. 


CERTIFIED      CAU5E     OF     DEATH     OF 
HIS     HOLINESS     THE    POPE. 

The  Holy  See  has  sent  the  Pope's  death  certi- 
ficate to  the  Rome  MunicipaUty.  It  is  signed  by 
Dr.  Battistini,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

"  The  undersigned  doctor  notifies  that  at 
6  o'clock  on  the  day  of  January  22nd,  his  Holiness 
the  Pope  Benedict  XV.  (Giacomo  DeUa  Chiesa) 
expired  at  the  Vatican  owing  to  influenzal  broncho- 
pneumonia." 

WE  WISH  THEM  SUCCESS. 
Five  blind  women  students,  trained  under  the 
auspices  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
qualified  at  the  recent  massage  examination  of 
the  Chartered  Society  of  Massage  and  Medical 
Gymnastics.  Two  of  them,  both  trained  nurses 
who  lost  their  sight  during  the  war,  also  passed  the 
remedial  exercises  examination. 


WHERE  TO  LOOK  FOR  A  NEW  HAT. 

Mills,  Ltd.,  milhners,  late  of  296,  Regent  Street, 
have  now  settled  into  their  new  quarters  at  3  &  4, 
Princes  Street,  Cavendish  Square,  and  their 
regular  customers  and  others  will  be  well  advised 
to  pay  them  an  early  visit.  The  change  is  all  to 
the  good,  for  the  new  estabhshment  is  close  to 
Oxford  Circus  ;  it  has  a  much  larger  frontage, 
permitting  of  a  display  of  new  models  to  the 
best  advantage ;  and  there  is  a  spacious  show- 
room. We  are  sure  our  readers  will  be  pleased 
if  they  pay  Mme.  Mills  a  call,  and  she  has  some 
charming  models   most  moderately  priced. 


COMING     EVENT5. 

January  2yth. — Professional  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses.  Members'  Meeting.  Plane  Tree  Res- 
taurant, 106,  Great  Russell  Street,  W.C.  Ad- 
mission by  Membership  Card.    6  p.m. 

January  28th. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  Miss  Beatrice 
Cutler  "  At  Home,"  4  to  6  p.m. 

January  ^ofh. — ^Meeting  of  the  Registered 
Nurses'  ParUamentary  Council,  431,  Oxford  Street, 
London,  W.     5  p.m.  

February  j,rd. — ^Meeting  of  the  National  Council 
of  Trained  Nurses  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.     4  p.m. 

February  4th. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate.  Lecture  on  "  The 
Evolution  of  Surgery,"  by  Sir  D'Arcy  Power, 
F.R.C.S. 

February  14th  and  15th. — Central  Poor  Law 
Conference.    GuUdhaU,  E.C. 
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BOOK  OF  THE   WEEK. 


"WAY     OF     REVELATION."* 

This  vivid  and  stirring  chronicle  of  the  five  years 
of  war  deals  with  life  at  home  and  at  the  front, 
and  endeavours  to  show  the  Way  of  Revelation  in 
many  lives.  It  is  almost  confined  to  one  set  of 
persons— the  "idle  rich"— and  elucidates  its  widely 
differing  effects  on  the  various  persons  concerned. 
We  imagine,  from  the  realistic,  intimate,  and 
weirdly  fascinating  pictures  of  the  young  officers  in 
the  trenches  and  in  action,  that  the  author  must 
have  had  first-hand  knowledge  of  those  tremendous 
years.  The  reader  once  more  lives  in  the  grip  of 
them ;  once  more  their  poignancy  catches  the  breath 
and  brings  tears  to  the  eyes. 

It  is  well  that  such  a  book  as  this  has  been 
penned,  "lest  we  forget." 

The  book  begins  at  the  period  immediately  pre- 
ceding the  war,  and  the  mise  en  scene  is  London 
at  the  height  of  the  season.  Adrian  Knoyle  and 
Eric  Sinclair,  two  of  the  outstanding  figures  of  the 
story,  were  at  that  time  fashionable  young  men 
belonging  to  a  class  obviously— even  to  a  type, 
though  they  widely  differed  in  appearance  and 
character,  that  is  to  say,  when  grim  circumstance 
brought  the  latter  into  evidence. 

They  may  be  described  as  "London  young  men," 
educated  at  public  schools  and  universities.  With 
regard  to  the  future,  neither  has  the  remotest  idea 
what  he  means  to  do  in  life ;  both  are  euphemisti- 
cally "looking  round."  The  couple,  who  were 
friends,  had  settled  themselves  comfortably  to 
"having  a  good  time,"  which,  for  young  male 
persons  of  presentable  antecedents,  manners,  and 
appearance,  was  not  difficult  in  those  days. 

On  the  particular  evening  in  question  they  had 
several  engagements,  and  "  went  on  "  from  one 
reception  to  another  as  soon  as  boredom  set  in. 

Adrian  had  gone  to  the  ball  at  the  great  Hotel 
Astoria  for  the  sake  of  meeting  Lady  Rosemary 
Meynell,  who  also  figures  largely  in  the  story.  She 
had  winked  at  Knoyle  immediately  on  arrival. 
"  She  was  tall  and  slim,  with  golden  hair  of  a 
remarkably  luminous  quality.  The  features  gave 
promise  of  a  rare  or  even  seigneurial  beauty  when 
character  should  ripen  in  the  childish  face  and 
maturity  assert  itself  in  the  slender  limbs.  Her 
complexion  was  of  a  delicate  carmine  tint,  the  eyes 
changeable,  of  no  certain  colour,  wilful  as  a  kit- 
ten's." Charming  Rosemary!  who  became  the 
victim  of  an  effete  and  rotten  society. 

Adrian  and  Rosemary  dance  together — she  dances 
well,  she  does  most  things  well.  Adrian  has  great 
fun  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  begins  to  think 
he  Is  falling  in  love.  With  a  keen  sense  of  anticipa- 
tion they  agree  to  meet  later  In  the  night.  He  and 
Eric  decide  to  go  on  to  the  Doncasters ;  if  that  is ' 
boring,  somewhere  else. 

Among  his  engagements  was  Gina  Meynell's  "  at 
home."  She  was  of  the  erotic  typ>e,  and  gathered 
about  her  a  company  of  like  mind — cocaine  Inhalers 
in   point  of   fact,   whose  presence   in   society   was 
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tolerated,  and  who  spread  their  poisonous  influence 
unchecked. 

In  the  midst  of  race  meetings,  house  parties, 
river  week-ends,  and  such  like,  came,  as  a  stroke 
of  doom,  the  declaration  of  war. 

Adrian  had  just  secretly  achieved  his  engagement 
to  Rosemary. 

"  By  the  way,  what  are  your  prosf>ects,  Adrian? 
Not  that  it  matters ;  but  mamma  is  sure  to  ask." 

"  None — at  present;  but  in  October  I'm  going  to 
be  a  diplomat — or  something." 

Rosemary  and  he  shook  hands  at  parting  in  a 
suitably  formal  manner.  No  ghost  of  prescience 
rose  between  them — only  a  sense  of  regret  at  a 
good  time  ended  and  of  looking  forward  to  good 
times  to  come. 

He  left  Arden  Park  with  his  host  shouting  after 
him  "  not  to  get  mixed  up  with  the  war."  So  far 
it  had  not  occurred  to  Adrian  to  do  so. 

Six  months  later  we  have  a  graphic  account  of 
Adrian,  Eric,  and  other  of  their  boon  companions, 
at  the  front.  The  author  has  not  made  the  mis- 
take of  re-creating  these  young  men,  but  he  shows 
how,  under  the  veneer  of  folly  and  emptyheadiness, 
there  existed  the  germ  of  British  pluck  and  endur- 
ance, which  was  developed  in  such  a  remarkable 
degree  by  the  war. 

There  is  nothing  new  or  original  in  his  theme, 
but  it  is  told  with  an  arresting  force  that  makes 
the  "  Way  of  Revelation  "  a  great  book.  For  over 
500  closely  written  pages,  crowded  with  detail,  it 
never  becomes  wearisome,  so  absorbing  are  pic- 
tures lurid,  appealing,  stirring,  pathetic,  imagina- 
tive, that  are  unfolded  before  the  eyes  of  the  reader. 
In  his  depiction  of  the  corruption  of  so-called 
society,  as  in  the  ghastly  horrors  of  the  war,  one 
is  made  to  feel  that  Mr.  Ewart  is  in  no  sense  over 
drawing,  but  that  he  is  writing  with  a  profound 
insight,  while  he  describes  with  an  unusually 
graphic  pen,  life  as  it  presented  itself  to  him. 

Adrian  was  a  man  of  naturally  clean  instincts,  to 
whom  the  war  revealed  the  purpose  of  life  and  the 
hollowness  of  his  hitherto  useless  existence. 

Eric,  the  dilletante  idler,  develops  into  an  unusu- 
ally capable  oflScer.  "He  retained  his  old  foppish 
neatness  of  personal  appearance.  He  never  notice- 
ably exerted  himself — never,  but  he  disclosed  a 
curious  faculty  for  getting  things  done."  Poor 
Eric !  He  achieved  the  desire  of  his  heart  when  he 
married  Faith  on  his  leave,  although  he  "  went 
west"  Immediately  after.  "Little  Percy,"  "Straw- 
berries and  Cream,"  as  he  was  variously  named  by 
his  men,  died  like  a  hero. 

"Little  Percy's  copped  it  at  last,"  the  men 
could  be  heard  passing  the  word  down  the  line. 

"  Eric  articulated  his  name  as  one  speaking  from 
a  long  distance. 

"  '  Adrian  !  ' 

"  '  I'm  here.     I'm  close  to  you.' 

"  They  raised  him  on  to  a  stretcher. 

"  The  boom  of  a  solitary  gun  was  succeeded  by 
silence. 

"  A  shadow  passed  from  the  moon  and  the  misty 
light  revealed  that  Eric  Sinclair's  turn  had  come." 

Very  moving  is  the  description  of  his  burial. 
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For  the  Expectant  and 

Nursing     Mother 

.n.o.'  K  E  P  L  E  R'"^"^ 

Cod   Liver  Oil  with   Malt   Extract 

A   concentrated    and    highly   nourishing    food 
which    puts    no    strain    upon    tne    digestion. 

During   the   nursing   period   it   increases   the 
flow  of  milk  and  improves  its  quality. 

Make  certain  that  your  patient  has  the  'KEPLER*  Brand 

issued   in   bottles   of  two   sizes 


^g    BURROUGHS  WELLCOME  &  CO.,  London 
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INGRAMS        BRITISH        MADE 


"ECLIPSE"     HOT    WATER     BOTTLE 


No  home  complete  without  an   Bclips*  Hot  Water    Bottle. 
Manufactured  by   Ingram's,  London.     Established  in  1847. 


Made  of  the  finest  quality 
rubber  and  fitted  with  two 
important  patents. 

The  Patent  Rubber  Covered 
Screw  Stopper  (No.  107940) 
which  effectually  seals  the 
bottle  and  prevents  loss  of 
washer. 

The  Patent  Constructed  Neck 
(No.  1 18022)  which  eliminates 
all   risk   of   "leaky  necks." 

The  "Eclipse"  can  be  pur- 
chased from  any  High-class 
Chemist  or  Stores.  When 
ordering,  please  see  that  it  is 
Branded  with  the  Registered 
Trade  Mark,  Ingram's 
"  Eclipse." 

J.G.INGRAM  &SON,Ltd. 

THE    LONDON    INDIA 
RUBBER  WORKS, 

HACKNEY  WICK, 

E.9. 
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"  Almost  at  Adrian's  feet  there  rested  the  stret- 
cher with  its  Union  Jack  covering  the  still  form  of 
his  friend. 

"  He  could  not  see  the  face  he  had  known  better 
than  his  own  any  more  than  he  could  hear  the 
voice  that  had  been  with  him  so  few  hours  before. 
They  were  blotted  out,  would  no  more  be. 

"  Prayer  seemed  to  him  unsuitable  to  the  friend 
who  had  never  mentioned  God  but  irreverently. 
Adrian  felt  that  he  could  not  for  his  part  approach 
the  Almighty  on  his.  friend's  behalf  now.  Were 
there  not  others  to  pray  for  this  soul's  peace? 

"  He  turned  away  presently,  leaving  the  little 
cemetery  to  its  habitual  society  of  gravediggers  and 
sparrows.  He  would  often  return;  or  perhaps  he 
would  never  return.  God  knew,  and  perhaps  after 
all  God  understood.  ..." 

The  book  concludes  with  a  dramatic  scene  at  the 
Victory  Fancy  Ball,  whither  Rosemary  comes,  the 
victim  of  the  cocaine  habit,  yet  struggling  to  free 
herself— in  a  dress  of  a  penitent,  to  ask  pardon  of 
Adrian. 

The  scene  culminates  in  her  death  in  a  box  at 
the  Albert  Hall. 

"  '  Oh,  if  only— if  only  you  had  never  left  me,' 
she  pleaded.' 

"  '  That  was  the  war.' 

"  '  The  war.    Yes,  everything  was  the  war.' 

"  '  You  are  voung.  You  will  live  your  life  to  the 
full,'  he  said. 

"  '  No,  that  can't  be.  If  I  lived  now,  I  could  not 
be  happy.     But  stay  with  me,  for  I  am  afraid.* 

'*  *  Afraid  of  what,  beloved?  ' 

"  She  whispered,  '  Kiss  me  ...  as  you  used  to 
...  on  the  lips.'  " 

This  is  a  book  to  read  and  to  ponder  over. 

H.  H. 


A     TOAST. 

Here's  to  the  Nurse  ! 
Here's  to  the  nurse  whose  hand 
Is  firm  when  she  clasps  your  own — 

Like  a  grasp  of  steel, 

That  makes  you  feel 
You're  not  in  the  world  alone. 

Here's  to  the  Nurse  whose  smile 
Is  bright,  sending  clouds  to  rout — 

The  nurse  who's  true 

And  kind  all  through 
To  the  one  who's  dovsm  and  out. 

— From  "  Una. 

A  WORD    FOR    THE    WEEK. 

The  buried  bulb  doth  know 

The  signals  of  the  year. 

And  hails  far  summer  with  his  lifted  spear. 


"  Everyone  owes  some  of  their  time  to   the 
uplifting  of  the  profession  to  which  they  belong." 
— Theodore  Roosevelt. 


"  No  good  work  is  ever  lost ; 
Many  labourers  must  be  content  to  sow  ; 
Others  will  come  to  reap  the  Harvest." 

— MacMullen. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  he 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

THE  TREATMENT  OF  HYPERPYREXIA. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — I  have  been  reading  Miss 
Ballard's  paper  which  appeared  in  this  week's 
B.J.N,  on  the  treatment  of  hyperpyrexia  in 
various  diseases.  My  attention  was  particularly 
attracted  to  the  treatment  recommended  in  the 
Prize  Paper  for  reducing  the  temperature  in 
Rheumatic  Fever.  Apparently  the  tremendous 
strain  the  heart  undergoes  in  this  particular 
disease  was  absolutely  disregarded  when  it  was 
suggested  that  the  patient  is  "swung  into  a  cold 
bath  at  a  temperature  of  8o-deg.  F.  lowered  to 
50  deg.  F. "  It  certainly  is  most  extraordinary  treat- 
ment, but  I  am  happy  to  say,  without  fear  of 
contradiction,  it  is  never  done  by  people  who 
understand  their  work  and  profession. 

I  notice  at  the  end  of  the  paragraph  it  is  stated 
that  "  collapse  must  be  watched  for  " — but  is  it 
good  nursing  to  apply  treatment  which  is  perfectly 
certain  to  cause  great  shock — if  not  complete 
heart  failure  ultimately  resulting  in  the  death 
of  the  patient  ? 

Such  an  article  appearing  in  print  is  open  to 
much  criticism  and  most  certainly  to  the  detriment 
of  the  Journal  in  question. 

I  can  only  hope  that  all  who  have  read  this 
article  would  not  be  so  misguided  as  to  adopt 
such  a  method  of  treatment  in  their  nursing,  but 
will  regard  it  as  I  have  done. 

Miss  M.  Wilkinson  is  to  be  admired  for  advocat- 
ing tepid  sponging — ^her  temperatures  are  far  more 
reasonable — even  so  she  does  not  recommend 
her  tepid  sponging  in  Rheumatic  Fever. 

Yours  truly, 
Marion  Everard  Wyrall. 
7,  Gloucester  Terrace; 

Hyde  Park,  W.  2. 

[We  have  referred  to  this  question  on  page  51. 
The  treatment  alluded  to  was  not  "  recommended." 
Nurses  carry  out  treatment  ordered  by  medical 
practitioners. — Ed  .] 

COMPANIONS     IN     ARMS. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  EditoR; — I  have  just  read  in  this  week's 
issue  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing  the 
letter  of  thanks  from  Miss  Margaret  Breay,  and 
I,  too,  wish  to  make  public  acknowledgment  of 
my  gratitude  to  you  for  the  great  privilege  of  our 
Registration  by  the  State,  for  I  know  full  well  that 
we  owe  our  Act  largely  to  your  never  failing  watch- 
fulness and  skilful  generalship. 

Miss  Breay  ably  states  the  reasons  for  her 
gratitude,  which  re-echoes  in  hundreds  of  hearts. 

When  I  look  at  the  beautiful  Certificate  of 
Registration  I  find  it  difficult  to  realise  how  much 
has  been  accomplished  since  the  passing  of  our 
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Act,  the  more  so  when  one  realizes  what  years  it 
took  to  obtain  it. 

Since  I  first  learnt  of  your  vision  and  views, 
and  the  desire  of  your  heart  for  the  proper  training 
and  status  of  nurses  in  a  most  eloquent  lecture 
you  gave  in  the  Royal  Pavilion,  Brighton,  I  think 
in  the  year  1889,  I  have  never  doubted  that 
eventually  you  would  steer  us  straight  into  port, 
in  spite  of  useless  mighty  opposition. 

I  am  truly  grateful  that  your  health  has  enabled 
you  to  accomplish  this  great  life's  work,  which  to 
me  has  often  seemed  miraculous.  Now  it  has 
received  the  approval  of  Parliament ;  and  the 
future  profession  of  nursing  of  Great  Britain  can, 
I  trust,  in  due  time  lead  the  way  in  act  and  deed. 

It  is  a  joy  to  me  to  record  my  grateful  thanks. 

Jane  C.  Child,  Registered  Nurse 
{Formerly  Matron,  New  Somerset 
Hospital,  Cape  Totem,  and  Govern- 
ment Hospital,  Leribe,  South  Africa) . 
30A,  Sackville  Street, 
London,  W. 

[These  kind  letters  are,  of  course,  deeply  appre- 
ciated— as  gratitude  is  not  a  human  virtue  to  any 
appreciable  extent,  and  those  who  fight  in  the 
front  do  not  come  out  of  a  scrimmage  point  device. 
But  in  the  registration  campaign  we  had  wonderful 
standard  bearers  and  most  able  and  loyal  com- 
panions in  arms,  of  whom  "  Jane  C.  Child  "  was 
one,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Many  members 
of  the  G.N.C.  have  worked  untiringly  for  the 
welfare  of  the  profession,  and  the  Seal  and  Cer- 
tificate are  really  beautiful — we  have  many  letters 
appreciating  them  greatly.  But  as  there  is  much 
more  constructive  work  to  be  done  it  is  high  time 
the  present  impasse,  so  unfair  and  injurious  to 
the  nurses,  was  at  an  end. — Ed.] 

NATIONAL  UNION  OF  TRAINED  NURSES. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam,— Referring  to  the  article  signed 
"  An  Original  Member,"  and  the  Editor's  footnote 
•  in  your  issue  of  January  14th,  may  I  inform  your 
readers  that  the  activities  of  the  N. U.T.N,  have 
spread  so  widely  since  its  foundation  that  it  is 
impossible  to  work  country  branches  from  the 
central  office  in  London,  but  I  should  be  most 
pleased  to  give  all  possible  assistance  to  anyone 
sufficiently  interested  to  organise  and  work  such. 

I  should  be  glad  to  send  any  information  on 
the  subject  to  anyone  enquiring  at  this  office. 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.    NiCHOLLS, 


38-9,  Parliament  Street, 
Westmiinster,  S.W.i. 


Secretary,  N. U.T.N. 


THE   ROYAL  INFIRMARY,    GLASGOW 
NURSES'  LEAGUE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — I  venture  to  ask  you  to  insert  in  your 
most  valuable  Journal  this  short  letter  calling 
the  attention  of  Past  Nurses  trained  in  the  Royal 


Infirmary,  Glasgow,  to  the  fact  that'^the  Nurses' 
League  for  Past  and  Present  Nurses  as  an  outcome 
of  the  Re-Union  held  at  the  Athenaeum  Restaur- 
ant, Glcisgow,  on  December  5th,  1921,  has  been 
formally  constituted. 

The  officers  of  the  League  are  anxious  without 
delay  to  get  into  touch  with  all  ladies  who  have 
not  already  sent  in  their  applications  for  member- 
ship and  we  know  that  through  the  medium  of 
The  British  Journal  of  Nursing  we  shall  speed- 
ily accomplish  this  aim. 

FuU  particulars  as  to  the  constitution,  subscrip- 
tion, &c.,  can  be  obtained  from  any  of  the  under- 
signed at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Glasgow. 

Mary  Steuart  Donaldson, 

Chairman  of  the  League. 

M.  E.  Williamson,  Treasurer. 

M.  S.  Marshall 


J.  G.  Forsyth 


Joint  Secretaries. 


Royal  Infirmary,  Glasgow. 

KERNELS     FROM     CORRESPONDENCE. 

A  Question  for  the  Irish  Nursing  Council. 

E.  T.  Maguire  {Dublin). — "  Now  that  '  Old 
Oireland '  is  no  more,  we  are  wondering  what  will 
be  the  fate  of  the  Irish  Nurses'  Registration  Act, 
and  what  of  reciprocity  between  the  Irish  Free 
State  and  England  and  Scotland.  Ulster,  of  course, 
will  claim  reciprocity  under  the  Acts — -but  where 
do  we  of  the  Free  State  come  in  ?  " 

[This  is  a  point  on  which  we  cannot  advise. 
No  doubt  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  Ireland 
will  be  making  enquiries  on  the  matter  and  will 
find  the  way  out.  Anyway,  we  hope  the  same 
kindly  relations  between  the  nurses  of  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland  will  remain  as  heretofore. 
We  are  happy  in  that  "  nursing  "  is  of  no  nation- 
ality ;     all  the   world's   our   stage. — Ed.] 


WHERE    TO     REGISTER. 

Nurses  who  wish  to  be  included  in  the  First 
State  Register  should  not  delay  to  send  in  their 
Application  Forms. 

Ln  England  and  Wales. — Apply  to  the  Registrar, 
G.N.C,  12,  York  Gate,  Regent's  Park,  London, 
N.W. 

In  Scotland. — Apply  to  the  Registrar,  13,  Melville 
Street,  Edinburgh. 

In  Ireland. — Apply  to  the  Registrar,  33,  St. 
Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

February  4th. — ^What  are  the  most  common 
superficial  injuries  to  the  eye,  and  what  is  the 
usual  treatment  which  a  nurse  may  be  required 
to  apply  in  the  various  cases  ? 

February  nth. — In  what  diseases  does  dropsy 
occur  ?  Mention  some  of  the  duties  a  nurse  may 
be  required  to  perform  in  the  management  of  a 
case  of  renal  dropsy  ? 
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THe   Midwife. 


CESAREAN    SECTION. 

In  a  leading  article  on  "  Caesar ean  Section  and  its 
Limitations,"  the  Lancet  expresses  the  following 
opinion  : — 

"  In  dealing  with  cases  of  obstructed  labour  it  is 
necessary  sometimes  to  take  long  views.  It  is  easy 
to  exaggerate  the  importance  of  delivering  a  living 
child  at  some  extra  risk  to  the  mother.  Take  the 
case  of  a  young  woman  in  her  first  labour,  not  seen 
until  labour  is  in  progress.  It  is  better  in  some 
circumstances  to  sacrifice  the  child  not  only  for  the 
sake  of  the  mother,  but  also  for  the  sake  of  subse- 
quent children.  If  Caesarean  section  is  performed, 
at  a  risk  which  may  be  small  in  itself  though 
greater  than  that  of  extraction  after  craniotomy, 
the  mother  is  left  with  a  scar  in  her  uterus  and  with 
an  undilated  pelvic  floor.  In  subsequent  preg- 
nancies there  is  a  small  but  definite  risk  of  rupture 
of  the  scar  even  if  labour  is  induced  prematurely. 
The  adoption  of  Caesarean  section  as  the  routine 
practice  in  the  treatment  of  severe  cases  of  eclamp- 
sia is  to  be  deprecated,  on  the  same  grounds  if  on 
no  others,  for  most  cases  of  eclampsia  occur  in 
primigravidae.  The  comparatively  high  degree  of 
sterihty  after  Caesarean  section  must  also  be 
remembered.  When  an  obstetrician  is  called  to 
the  hospital  in  the  smaU  hours  to  a  patient  with 
obstructed  labour  due  to  contraction  of  the  pelvis 
of  moderate  degree,  and  finds  that  the  cliild  is 
alive,  that  the  patient  is  very  anxious  to  have  a 
living  child,  and  that  everything  has  been  prepared 
for  Caesarean  section,,  it  is  difficult  for  him  to  refuse 
to  perform  the  operation  and  to  decide  to  perforate 
the  head  of  the  child,  but  is  not  the  latter  the  wiser 
choice  ?  If  attempts  at  delivery  with  forceps  have 
been  made  outside,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
wisdom  of  sacrificing  the  child  rather  than  opera- 
ting at  grave  risk  to  the  mother.  Let  us  remember 
the  aphorism  that  "  the  mother  may  get  another 
child,  but  the  child  cannot  get  another  mother." 
Even  if  there  is  not  much  likelihood  of  infection, 
craniotomy,  followed  by  induction  of  premature 
labour  in  subsequent  pregnancies  may  be  the  best 
treatment  and  result  in  the  birth  of  several  children 
with  no  more  risk  to  the  mother  than  in  normal 

labour." 

II    >« 

A   BOARD    OF    MATERNITY    AND 
INFANT    HYQIENE. 

Under  the  Shepherd-Towner  (Maternity)  Bill 
signed,  November  23rd,  1921,  a  board  of  maternity 
and  infant  hygiene,  says  the  American  Journal  of 
Nursing,  is  created,  consisting  of  the  Chief  of  the 
Children's  Bureau,  the  Surgeon-General  of  the 
United  States  Public  Health  Service  and  the 
United  States  Commissioner  of  Education.  The 
Children's  Bureau  is  charged  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Act.     An  initial  grant  of  10,000  dollars 


is  provided  for  all  States,  and  provision  is  made  for 
further  growth  covering  a  period  of  five  years, 
under  carefully  stipulated  safeguards. 


BIRTH  CONTROL. 

The  United  Farmers'  Convention,  recently  held 
in  Alberta,  has  referred  to  the  local  councils,  for 
consideration  during  the  year,  a  resolution  urging 
the  removal  of  "  all  barriers,  due  to  legal  restric- 
tions, tradition,  prejudice,  or  ignorance,  which 
now  prevent  parents  from  having  access  to  such 
scientific  knowledge  on  the  subject  of  birth  control 
as  is  passed  by  the  medical  profession." 

The  convention  seems  to  have  been  about  evenly 
divided  on  the  subject,  although  many  speakers 
protested  that  the  issue  was  one  of  conscience, 
and  that  it  was  contrary  to  Biblical  teaching  to 
attempt  to  control  birth. 

If  this  were  the  case  it  would  of  course,  dispose 
of  the  question  for  those  who  endeavour  to  regulate 
their  lives  according  to  the  teaching  of  Holy  Writ. 
But  a  statement  of  this  kind  should  be  accom- 
panied by  proof.  And  further,  we  must  be  careful 
not  to  read  into  the  Scriptures  teachings  which 
they  do  not  convey,  by  loose  thought  and  loose 
interpretation.  There  was  a  time  when  it  was 
considered  that  inspired  revelation  was  rejected 
if  a  man  refused  to  believe  that  the  world  was 
created  in  six  days  of  24  hours.  There  was  a  time 
when  probably  the  majority  of  religiously-minded 
people  believed  that  the  predestination  of  the 
large  proportion  of  mankind  to  eternal  torment 
could  be  proved  "  by  most  certain  warrant  of 
Holy  Scripture."  Few  people  now  would  be 
prepared  to  put  forward  such  a  tenet  as  de  fide. 

The  birth  control  question  needs  to  be 
approached  dispassionately,  scientifically,  with 
a  real  desire  to  know  the  truth,  and  remembering 
the  undoubted  right  of  every  mother  that  her 
child  shall  be  perfect  and  healthy,  and  that  she 
shall  not  be  compelled  to  undergo  the  pain  and 
peril  of  childbirth  to  bear  dead  child  after  dead 
child.  Remembering  also  the  right  of  every  child 
to  be  born  free  from  the  taint  of  disease  and 
capable  of  becoming  a  self-supporting  member  of 
the  community. 

The  above  Convention  evidently  approved  of 
this  side  of  the  question,  for  it  warmly  supported 
the  proposal  that  every  marriage  licence  should 
be  accompanied  by  a  health  certificate. 

The  question  of  birth  control  is  pre-eminently 
one  requiring  medical  advice  and  direction. 


If  thou  desire  to  profit,  read  with  humility, 
simplicity  and  faithfulness. 

Read  not  to  contradict  and  confute  nor  to 
believe  and  take  for  granted,  nor  to  find  talk  and 
discourse,  but  to  weigh  and  consider." — Francis 
Bacon. 
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AN     ANCIENT     FOUNDATION. 

No  class  of  the  community  know  better  than 
nurses  the  value  of  a  great  tradition,  and  they 
are  proud  of  their  training-  schools,  of  their 
methods,  of  their  comrades.  In  this  respect 
none  are  more  lorttmate  than  the  nurses  of  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  London.  Its  tradi- 
tion of  care  for  the  sick  has  an  unbroken  record 
of  8oo  years,  since  Rahere,  the  King's  jester, 
founded  the  hospital  in  fulfilment  of  a  vow 
made  during  a  grievous  illness  contracted 
during  a  visit  to  Rome  which  brought  him  **  to 
an  extremity,"  and  he  "  vowed  a  vow  that  if, 
having  obtained  health,  it  should  be  allowed 
him  to  return  to  his  own  country,  he  would 
erect  a  hospital  for  the  restoration  of  poor 
men."  On  his  way  home,  "having  become 
whole,"  we  are  told  that  St.  Bartholomew  ap- 
peared to  him  in  a  vision  and  charged  him  to 
found  a  church  in  his  name  in  a  suburb  of 
London,  at  Smedfield.  So  Rahere  returned  to 
London  to  discharge  the  double  duty — of  ful- 
filling his  own  vow  to  build  a  hospital,  and  that 
laid  upon  him  by  St.  Bartholomew  to  build  a 
church.  His  work  could  not  have  been  easy, 
for  Smithfield  was  then  an  undrained  and  lonely 
place  where  executions  took  place,  and  where, 
indeed,  gallows  had  to  be  removed  from  the 
site  chosen  for  the  church.  Rahere  became 
the  first  Prior  of  the  Foundation,  and  tO'  this 
day  his  tomb  may  be  seen  in  the  Priory 
Church,  a  noble  building  which  he  dedicated 
to  St.  Bartholomew.  He  obtained  the  Charter 
of  the  Hospital  from  Henry  I. 

The  Augustinian  Order  was  the  one  selected 
by  Rahere  to  serve  the  Priory  Church,  and 
brethren  and  sisters  of  the  Order  also  cared  for 
the  sick  of  the  adjacent  hospital.  To  those 
sensitive  to  impressions  the  spirit  of  Rahere 
still  pervades  this  great  institution,  which  has 
survived  the  dissolution  of  the  Religious 
Houses,  and,  as  a  secular  Foundation  under 
a  new  Charter,  granted  by  Henry  VIII,  carries 
on  the  good  work,  which  is  closely  associated 


with  the  City  of  London,  upon  which,  as  the 
only  general  hospital  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  City,  it  has  very  special  claims.  The  true 
spirit  of  nursing  has  always  been  a  marked 
characteristic  of  those  trained  within  its  wails 
— though  it  did  not  wholly  escape  the  influences 
of  the  debased  period  of  nursing,  for  Sairey 
Gamp,  immortalised  by  Dickens,  and  a  type, 
if  not  an  individual,  was  associated  with 
Bartlemy's. 

Next  year  the  Hospital  will  celebrate,  in 
befitting  manner,  the  Sooth  anniversary  of  its 
foundation,  and  at  a  meeting  at  the  Mansion 
House  last  week,  when  the  Lord  Mayor  pre- 
sided— supported  on  the  platform  by  the  Lady 
Mayoress,  the  Minister  of  Health,  and  other 
distinguished  persons' — steps  were  taken  to 
arrange  the  details,  and  the  General  Pur- 
poses and  Executive  Committee  constituted. 
It  included  the  Treasurer  of  the  Hospital 
(Lord  Stanmore),  a  number  of  almoners 
and  other  influential  friends  of  the  Hos- 
pital, representatives  of  the  Medical  Council, 
and  of  the  Medical  College.  We  note 
that  neither  are  members  of  the  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital  Nurses'  League,  nor  any 
women  whatever  appointed  members  of  this 
Committee,  an  omission  which  we  hope  will  be 
rectified  at  an  early  date. 

It  is  a  notable  and  happy  coincidence  that 
the  Lady  Mayoress  at  the  present  time  is  a 
certificated  nurse  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos>- 
pital,  and  this  was  alluded  to  by  the  Lord 
Mayor  when,  replying  to^  the  vote  of  thanks 
accorded  to  him  at  the  above  meeting,  he  said 
that  the  Lady  Mayoress  had  a  very  close  con- 
nection with  Bart. 's,  and  for  that  reason  alone 
he  would  do  all  he  could  for  its  welfare. 

We  note  that  the  history  and  usefulness  of 
the  Hospital  and  Priory  are  to  be  brought 
before  the  public  in  March,  1923,  through  reli- 
gious services,  entertainments,  probably  a 
Pageant,  and  scientific  and  historical  exhibi- 
tions, which  must,  of  course,  include  a  Nursing 
Exhibition.  The  Lady  Mayoress  could,  with 
the  help  of  the  Bart. 's  League,  arrange  one 
which  would  be  of  the  utmost  interest. 
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MEDICAL    MATTERS. 

TREATMENT    OF    INFLUENZA. 

Dr.  H.  O.  Butler,  Sutton  Court  Road,  W., 
some  three  years  ag^o  sent  some  notes  to  the 
Lancet  on  the  treatment  of  500  cases  of 
influenza,  since  which  time  he  hais  had  300 
more,  and  in  the  whole  800  there  have  only  been 
two  deaths.  The  method  of  treatment  he  adopts, 
as  described  by  him,  in  a  recent  issue  of  our 
contemporary,  is  published  below  : — 

Every  case  had  an  initial  purge  of  castor  oi 
or  calomel,  which  was  repeated  if  abdominal 
symptoms  required  (and  here  I  may  state  that 
however  serious  the  condition  of  toxaemia,  I 
have  never  seen  anjrthing  but  good  follow  their 
use),  and  then  was  put  on  to  20-30  gr.  bicarbonate 
of  soda  four-hourly  and  kept  on  it,  and  that, 
with  tepid  sponging  if  temperature  rose  above 
103  deg.  F.,  was  all. 

The  only  disadvantage  of  the  treatment  I  have 
so  far  discovered  is  that  its  simplicity  prevents 
its  general  use,  so  that  patients  think  that  not 
enough  is  done  for  them.  Of  its  value  1  have 
no  doubt  whatever.  The  change  after  24  hours 
of  this  treatment  in  the  condition  of  the  patient, 
who  has  too  often  been  soaked  with  every  con- 
ceivable drug  and  is  in  a  profoundly  toxic  state, 
is  remarkable.  The  colour  alters  at  once,  the 
abdominal  pain  lessens,  the  cough  loosens,  and  the 
tongue  begins  to  clear.  Most  patients  had  taken 
one  of  the  salicylic  preparations  and  this  was 
stopped  at  once.  If  I  saw  one  in  the  very  early 
stage  of  the  disease,  I  allowed  four  aspirin  tablets 
altogether,  which  one  knows  usually  makes  them 
more  comfortable  until  the  system  has  accustomed 
itself  to  the  raised  temperature.  During  the 
first  24  hours  food  was  withheld  as  much  as 
possible  and  even  for  the  first  48  hours  was  not 
encouraged,  though  water  ad  lib.  was  urged, 
with  bicarbonate  of  soda  in  it,  unless,  of  course, 
aspirin  had  been  ordered.  For  the  pain  in  the 
throat,  hot  fomentations  are  the  only  things 
which  have  in  my  hands  helped. 

How  bicarbonate  of  soda  acts  I  do  not  know, 
but  considering  the  relief  it  gives  to  the  abdominal 
pain  and  distension,  it  probably  inhibits  the 
growth  of  the  streptococcus,  which.  I  believe, 
is  the  chief  causal  organism  of  the  complications 
of  the  disease,  and  neutrahses  its  toxin.  On  two 
occasions  I  have  given  in  markedly  toxic  cases 
bicarbonate  of  soda  by  intravenous  infusions, 
but  I  could  not  satisfy  myself  that  it  was  of  value, 
which  confirms  my  own  opinion  that  the  organism 
responsible  for  the  complications  has  its  habitat 
in  the  bowel.  In  two  cases  in  women  with  a 
tendency  to  cystitis  the  drug  had  to  be  stopped 
for  a  time,  and  hexamine  and  acid  sodium  phos- 
phate was  given  in  alternate  doses  until  the 
urine  became  acid  again. 

I  should  like  other  practitioners  to  give  the 
method  a  trial.  The  drug  is  in  every  household 
as  is  castor  oil,  and  in  these  times  of  stress  that 
is  something. 


It  must  be  clearly  understood  that  a  case  was 
not,  for  the  purpose  of  this  series,  considered  to  be 
influenza  unless  it  showed  catarrhal  signs  in  the 
lungs.  Only  about  20  sliowed  signs  indicating 
consolidation  of  the  lung,  though  many  by  the 
presence  of  blood-stained  sputum  proved  it  was 
present.  The  occurrence  of  nose  bleeding,  and 
of  what  is  often  associated  with  it — melaena — 
did  not  prevent  my  continuing  the  treatment. 

Of  course,  I  know  that  500  cases  is  a  small 
number  to  dogmatise  upon,  and,  in  fact,  since 
this  was  written  1  have  had  another  death.  The 
case,  however,  was  so  acute,  and  the  vomiting 
of  blood  and  mucus  so  persistent,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  get  soda  bicarb,  to  be  retained. 
Intravenous  infusion  was  again  tried  but  with  no 
result. 

In  a  further  note  on  the  Treatment  of 
"  Influenza  "  by  the  above  method.  Dr.  R. 
Craske  Leaning-,  M.O.H.,  Chiswick  Urban 
District,  writes  : — 

Clinically,  the  torpid  aspect  and  pecuUar  colour 
of  the  face,  the  distended  abdomen  and  pain  over 
the  liver  (suggesting  some  portal  infection  or 
congestion),  the  presence  of  melaena  and  epistaxis, 
and  the  frequent  absence  of  an  abdominal  reflex, 
all  point  to  an  intestinal  toxaemia.  Also,  in  my 
opinion,  the  lung  complications  in  the  septic  cases 
are  nearly  always  preceded  by  distant  coarse 
crepitation  at  the  right  base,  which,  together 
with  the  pain  over  the  liver,  suggest  some  peri- 
hepatitis or  diaphragmatic  pleurisy.  This  is 
rapidly  followed  by  the  spreading  indefinite 
pneumonia  signs  we  have  now  learned  to  dread. 

I  conclude  that  too  much  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  lung  condition  at  the  expense  of  the 
causative  factor — ^viz.,  the  intestinal  infection. 

Dr.  Butler's  method  of  treatment  appears  to 
aim  directly  at  the  cause  of  the  complications, 
partly  by  neutralising  the  toxins,  as  evidenced 
by  the  rapid  improvement,  and  partly  by  loosening 
the  germ-laden  mucus  and  facilitating  its  removal. 
Also — a  matter  of  great  importance — he  avoids 
agents  which  may  increase  gastric  or  intestinal 
catarrh.  Other  practitioners  in  this  district 
who  also  devote  their  main  treatment  to  intestinal 
eliminations,  and  have  avoided  drugs  aimed 
only  at  the  lung  condition,  and  the  pyrexia,  have 
been  rewarded  with  good  results. 

X-RAY    T0N5IL    CURE. 

Dr.  A.  V.  Paoini,  Chief  of  the  X-ray  Section 
of  the  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  has 
reported  to  the  Radiological  Society  of  America 
that,  in  the  treatment  of  enlarged  tonsils, 
radium  and  the  X-ray  can  save  thousands  of 
persons  every  year  from  operation  for  excision. 
By  a  process  entirely  painless,  the  germs 
causing  the  trouble  are  gradually  killed  and  the 
tonsils  return  to  their  usual  size.  Dr.  Paoini 
considers  the  best  results  are  obtained  when  the 
violet-ray  is  used  with  the  X-ray. 
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PRACTICAL    PSYCHOLOGY. 


MIND. 

Few  are  able  to  explain  what  is  meant  by  the 
term  Mind.  Yet  it  is  a  part  of  us  of  which  all 
may  and  should  possess  a  just  and  adequate 
idea,  for  on  the  intelligent  use  of  the  mind 
depends  the  rate  of  our  moral  and  intellectual 
grrowth  and,  to  a  g-reat  extent,  our  relations 
with  others.  Materialists  maintain  that  Mind 
has  no  existence  apart  from  the  brain  cells,  and 
that  thoug-ht  consists  solely  in  the  stimulation 
of  these  by  impact  from  outside  through  the 
channels  of  sense.  This  belief  connotes  the 
destruction  of  the  mind  at  the  death  of  the 
physical  body.  The  new  psychology  teaches 
that  the  life  of  the  Mind  is  continuous  with  that 
of  the  Immortal  Self,  though  it  must  not  be 
identified  with  the  latter.  The  Mind  is  the  in- 
strument of  the  Self,  and  to  regard  it  as  the 
Self  is  to  identify  the  organist  with  his  organ. 

The  Mind  is  fundamentally  dual.  The  higher 
mind  is  that  comcemed  with  abstract  thought, 
intellect  and  intuition.  At  the  present  stage  of 
evolution  this  mind  is  undeveloped  in  the 
majority.  The  lower  mind  is  the  concrete  mind, 
that  in  which  the  mental  activities  are  directed 
to  external  objects.  It  is  often  referred  to  as 
the  dense  mental  body,  or  the  brain  mind. 

The  matter  which  aggregates  round  the 
atomic  vibratory  centre  is  known  as  mind-stuff ; 
it  interpenetrates  all  the  other  kinds  of  matter, 
and  its  boundaries  are  those  of  the  universe. 
It  is  responsive  to  those  vibrations  which  come 
from  the  Self  in  the  aspect  of  Knowledge,  the 
Mind  being  a  reflection  in  atomic  matter  of  this 
aspect  of  the  Self.  This  atomic  matter,  or 
•  mind-stuff,  is  of  many  qualities,  and  in  each 
individual  it  has  its  own  range  and  rate  of 
vibration.  The  finest  grade  comp)oses  the 
higher  mind,  while  the  mental  body  is  built  of 
mind-stuff  ranging  from  the  coarsest  to  a  fine 
grade,  these  latter  two  resi>ectively  correspond- 
ing to  the  solid  states  of  matter  and  the  lowest 
ether  of  the  physical  world.  Hence  the  appro- 
priateness of  the  adjective  dense  when  applied 
to  a  heavy,   slow-working  mind. 

As  experience  is  gained  and  the  consciousness 
of  the  Self  is  increased,  it  feels  the  mind,  more 
or  less,  as  a  limiting,  hampering  medium  of  ex- 
pression ;  and  the  more  highly  developed  the 
Self,  the  more  dissatisfied  he  feels  with  the  in- 
strument which  is  his  only  means  of  making 
himself  known  to  others.  The  mind  has  been 
likened  to  thick  gloves  put  on  by  a  man  for  a 
special  purpose,  in  which  his  delicacy  or 
power  of  touch  is  hindered.     It  has  been  said 


that  happiness  depends  on  the  ability  to  express 
ourselves.  There  is  much  truth  in  this,  for  a 
large  proportion  of  earth's  suffering  is  due  to 
our  inability  to  make  ourselves  understood. 
But  many  of  the  commoner  barriers  to  self- 
expression  may  be  removed  by  the  study  of  our 
minds.  The  Mind  is  the  result  of  past  thinking, 
and  we  ourselves  are  responsible  for  its  powers 
and  defects,  its  strength  and  weakness.  Our 
hopefulness  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  is  not 
stationary ;  always  it  is  being  modified  by 
thoughts.  Though  it  may  be  a  cause  of  dis- 
couragement to  us  we  cannot  rid  ourselves  of 
it,  or  alter  it  suddenly  by  any  effort  of  will ;  only 
ver}-  slowly  can  we  improve  it. 

The  existing  atoims  and  vibrations  which  con- 
stitute the  mind  are  modified  by  an  impression 
received  from  outside,  or  they  modify  it.  In- 
coming vibrations  combine  with  those  of  our 
own  minds,  and  the  result  is  in  terms  of  that 
combination.  According  to  the  type  and  colour 
of  our  minds  is  the  impression  made  on  the 
Self  as  the  result  of  receiving  vibrations  from 
another  mind.  We  may  take  an  illustration 
from  light  :  If  we  look  at  a  green  object  through 
a  red  glass  it  will  appear  to  us  to  be  black, 
because  the  vibrations  which  give  us  the  sensa- 
tion of  red  are  cut  off  by  those  yielding  the 
sensation  of  green,  so  the  eye  is  deceived  into 
seeing  the  object  as  black.  A  blue  object, 
looked  at  through  a  yellow  glass,  also  appears 
as  black. 

The  individual  mind  is  a  coloured  medium 
which  causes  an  object  to  appear  a  different 
colour  from  that  it  presents  to  the  nakedi  eye, 
though  that,  too,  modifies  the  vibrations  it 
receives.  The  Self  is  quite  unconscious  of  this 
influence  of  his  mind,  as  it  is  only  through  this 
that  he  can  see.  Thus  the  mind  presents  us 
with  a  combination  of  itself  and  the  external 
object — never  the  latter  alone.  It  is  said  that 
Turner's  magnificent  sunset  scenes  were  due  to 
this  phenomenon,  and  this  gives  point  to  the 
protest  of  a  critic  who  told  him  that  she  had 
never  seen  such  skies  as  he  painted.  The 
"artist's  eye"  is  the  result  of  the  special 
quality  and  rate  of  vibration  of  the  mind-stuff 
through  which  the  Self  cognises  this  w^orld. 
So  with  the  mind  of  the  scientist,  the  states- 
man or  soldier.  Each  receives  a  different  im- 
pression of  the  same  things. 

The  practical  aipplication  of  this  tends  to 
rnake  us  humble,  cautious,  more  ready  to 
receive  new  ideas,  more  self-analytical  than 
critical  of  others.  It  is  the  vibrator}-  activity 
of  others  that  is  responsible  for  our  likes  and 
dislikes.  If  it  expresses  itself  in  a  way  com- 
plementary'   to  our  own — as   in   the  coloured- 
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g-lass  simile' — mutual  exting^iishment  and  dis- 
like foUofw.  We  need  more  adaptability  so  as 
to  be  able  to  reproduce  the  vibrations  of 
another,  for  unless  we  can  do  this  we  cannot 
even  know  him.  As  a  great  psycholog-ist  has 
said  :  "  We  should  be  continually  trying-  to 
enlarge  our  receptive  capacity.  We  must 
become  as  the  white  ligrht  in  whichi  all  colours 
are  present,  which  distorts  none  because  it 
rejects  none,  and  has  in  itself  the  power  to 
answer  to  each.  We  may  measure  our 
approach  to  the  whiteness  by  our  power  of 
response  to  the  most  diverse  characters." 

M.  M.  G.  BiELBV. 


NURSING    ECHOES. 

Owing  to  the  Meeting-  of  the  General  Nurs- 
ing Council  on  Friday,  February  3rd,  the 
Meeting  of  the  National  Council  of  Trained 
Nurses  has  been  deferred  to  February  nth, 
from  the  3rd  inst. ,  as  announced  last  week. 

St.  George's  Hospital  nursing  staff  handed 
to  the  deputy-treasurer  last  week  a  draft  for 
£2,0/^6,  the  result  of  their  sale  of  work  and 
pound  days  held  last  autumn. 

This  is  a  splendid  gift — the  result  of  much 
enthusiasm  and  hard  work. 


The  Central  Poor  Law  Conference  will  be 
opened  by  the  Lord  Mayor  at  the  Guildhall  on 
February  14th.  Delegates  are  to  attend  from 
many  of  the  Poor  Law  districts  in  England  and 
Wales,  and  Sir  Alfred  Mond,  Minister  of 
Health,  will  speak.  We  wonder  what  Mrs. 
Eustace  Lipscombe,  of  St.  Albans,  will  have 
to  say  on  the  Training  of  Nurses,  and  if  pro- 
fessional Poor  Law  Matrons  will  take  a  turn 
in  the  debate.  They  should  have  something-  to 
say  on  the  advisability  of  Poor  Law  Guardians 
working  up  to  the  Syllabus  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  if  they  wish  to  encourag-e  the 
right  type  of  girl  to  enter  Poor  Law  Infir- 
maries in  sufficient  numbers  for  training. 
Many  progressive  Boards  and  Matrons  are 
already  teaching  on  the  Syllabus. 

The  governors  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hos- 
pital have  accepted  a  tender  for  the  building 
of  the  first  wing  of  the  "  Queen  Mary's  Home 
for  St.  Bartholomew's  Nurses."  The  founda- 
tion-stonei  was  laid  by  the  Queen  on  Feb.  17th, 
1 92 1,  and  building  operations,  which  have  been 
deferred  owing  to  high  prices,  will  begin  forth- 
with. The  money  which  has  been  collected 
includes    the    donation    of    ;;^25,ooo   from    Sir 


Edward  Stern,  in  accordance  with  whose 
wishes  the  new  wing  will  be  associated  with 
the  name  of  the  late  Lady  Stern.  This  por- 
tion of  the  home  will  accommodate  165  nurses, 
each  of  whom  will  have  a  separate  bedroom. 
It  is  estimated  that  a  total  sum  of  ;^25o,oc)0 
will  be  required  to  complete  the  home.  The 
amount  at  present  in  hand  is  ;^i  13,000. 


The  Mayor  (Councillor  T.  M.  Hinde)  pre- 
sided at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Darlington 
Queen's  Nurses'  Association. 

A  continuance  of  the  association's  good 
work  was  evidenced  in  the  30th  annual  report. 
It  stated  that  the  committee  had,  during  the 
year,  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the 
Durham  County  Council  for  the  nursing  of 
tubercular  cases,  for  which  lod.  per  visit  was 
paid.  Owing  tO'  the  increase  of  midwifery 
cases  another  nurse  had  been  engaged,  bring- 
ing the  number  up  to  six  with  the  matron. 
This  important  work  had  been  much  appre- 
ciated by  the  patients.  There  had  been 
attended  172  of  these  cases,  and  38  names 
were  on  the  books.  The  Red  Cross  and  the 
Society  of  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem 
had  given  a  further  g-rant  toi  the  association 
of  ;^ioo,  which  had  enabled  the  committee  to 
meet  extra  expenditure  in  converting  one  of 
the  rooms  at  the  Nursing  Home  into  a  district 
room,  at  a  cost  of  ;^66,  and  of  additional 
nursing  appliances,  which  had  been  obtained 
on  favourable  terms  from  the  Grovernment 
Surplus  Supply.  During  the  year  751  cases 
had  been  nursed,  involving  16,514  visits  by 
the  nurses.  There  had  been  48  operations  and 
91  maternity  cases.  The  income  amounted  to 
;£i,26o  29.  iid.,  and  there  was  a  balance 
in  hand  of  ;^53  6s.  gd.,  compared  with 
;^48  i6s.  id.  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

In  proposing  the  adoption  of  the  report,  the 
Mayor  said  that  in  moving  about  the  town  he 
learned  how  greatly  the  services  of  the  Queen's 
Nurses  were  appreciated. 


No  definite  clue  has  been  received  concern- 
ing the  missing  nurse.  Miss  Thyra  Pound,  and 
her  friends  are  still  anxiously  awaiting  news 
of  her.  

The  trial  of  Armand  Jeannes,  the  alleged 
betrayer  of  Nurse  Cavell,  will  not  begin  until 
March  20th. 


In  last  week's  The  Woman's  Leader  Miss 
Evelyn  Miller  writes  on  "  The  Call  of  the 
East,"  and  of  nursing;  she  says  : — 

"  Educated  girls  are  wanted  in  China  !  This  is 
no  fairy  tale,  but  simple,  g-enuine  fact.     I  know  it 
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will  be  a  positive  relief  to  many  of  the  middle  and 
upper-middle  classes  to  hear  there  is  a  chance  for 
their  daug'hters  to  make  a  living,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  be  able  to  put  money  by  for  their  old  age, 
a  thing  impossible  for  the  majority  of  women 
workers  in  England  to-day.  Life  for  an  English 
girl  who  works  out  in  China  is  the  height  of 
luxury  compared  with  that  of  her  sister  in  over- 
crowded London.  There  one  can  enjoy  life,  for 
work  is  done  under  easier  conditions  and  for  far 
more  profit.  Those  vvho  think  of  it  seriously  must 
be  fairly  young  and  strong  women,  for  the  climate 
of  Shanghai,  for  instance,  is  somewhat  trying. 
They  must  also  be  adaptable,  for  work  in  the 
Orient  is  done  by  completely  different  methods 
from  those  to  which  \\e  are  accustomed  in 
England. 

There  are  most  congenial  positions  for  hospital 
nurses.  If  they  enter,  let  us  say,  the  service  of 
the  Shanghai  Municipal  Council  they  will  receive 
Tls.  90  per  mensem,  which,  roughly  worked  out, 
is  about  ;^2oo  a  year,  with  far  better  food  and 
lodging  than  is  usual  in  any  large  provincial  or 
London  hospitals,  where  they  earn  from  ;^40  to 
^60  a  year.  Out  of  this  Chinese  salary  money 
can  be  saved.  There  is  also  a  superannuation 
scheme,  which,  after  fifteen  years  of  service,  gives 
a  pension  that  would  be  a  comfort  in  old  age. 
There  is  more  freedom,  fewer  irksome  rules  and 
regulations,  and  ex-patients  often  prove  valuable 
and  generous  friends.  Thus  there  is  a  chance  to 
make  friends  and  to  keep  them.  Four  weeks' 
holiday  annually;  and,  after  five  years'  service,- 
there  is  the  well-deserved  seven  to  eight  months' 
furlough,  passage  being  paid  both  ways  and  full 
pay  all  the  time.  There  is  no  menial  work  in  the 
professional  duties  of  a  hospital  nurse  in  China. 
The  salary  of  a  private  nurse  comes  to  about  the 
same  sum,  for  there  would  be  a  series  of  cases, 
then  a  turn  of  idleness,  as  at  home :  but  sick 
nursing  in  China  is  carried  on  unaer  the  most 
favourable  conditions." 


No  woman  or  girl  should  go  to  China  on  her 
own,  unless  she  has  experience  and  sufficient 
money  to  tide  her  over  for  some  months  after 
arrival.  She  must  have  first-class  references  and 
introductions ;  her  qualifications  must  be  assured ; 
she  must  also  always  remember  she  is  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  British  Empire,  and  must  uphold 
its  honour  and  its  dignity  as  well  as  her  own. 
Prudence  and  discretion  are  two  very  valuable 
assets  for  any  woman  in  a  foreign  land,  and  can- 
not be  lightly  disregarded  in  China." 


Qur  advice  to  young  women  is  to  become 
thoroug-hly  qualified  in  whatever  profession 
they  adopt.  If  a  Trained  Xurse,  Register  with 
one  of  the  General  Nursing-  Councils,  obtain 
its  Certificate,  and  then  get  inside  information 
from  the  place  to  which  you  desire  to  g-o. 
Youth   is   the   time  for   the  great  adventure  : 


travel,  see  the  world,  come  in  touch  with  its 
peoples,  rub  off  insularities,  and  do  not  look 
forward  to  toes  on  fender  till  65  !  !  Quite  soon 
enoug-h.  Then  you  will  have  a  well-stored 
memory  of  past  pleasures,  and  a  cultured 
imagination  of  future  fields  of  asphodel.  Don't 
stag-nate. 


Miss  Helen  Nightingale,  writing  touchingly 
of  a  little  domestic  help,  "  Little  Anne,"  in 
the  same  journal,  quite  naturally  touches  the 
status  which  trained  nursing-  holds  in  the 
public  estimation.  "  '  Little  Anne  '  made  one 
or  two  spasmodic  attempts  to  learn  shorthand 
and  typing.  But  she  was  not  clever,  and  she 
had  practically  no  chance  of  obtaining-  clerical 
work  at  a  living  wag-e.  .  .  .  Only  two  alterna- 
tives seemed  to  offer  themselves  to  her.  She 
could  go  into  an  infirmary  as  a  probationer,  or 
she  could  take  up  domestic  work.  .  .  .  She 
decided  on  the  latter." 

Shades  of  the  Syllabus  of  the  G.N.C.  !  How 
we  should  enjoy  examining  the  average  woman 
journalist  upon  it,  and,  we  feel  convinced, 
having-  to  present  her  with  a  wooden  spoon  ! 


Former  Army  nurses  and  matrons  assembled 
last  month  at  Anzac  House,  Melbourne,  in 
response  to  an  invitation  from  the  officials  of 
the  Returned  Soldiers'  League,  to  inspect  the 
new  rooms  at  Anzac  House  and  to  confer  with 
officials  with  a  view  to  taking  over  quarters 
for  the  management  of  a  returned  Army 
nurses'  club  rooms.  The  State  President  (Mr. 
Turnbull)  presided.  It  was  decided  to  form 
3  special  committee  from  amongst  the 
Sisters  present  to  organise  the  club  and  to 
get  into  communication  with  all  the  former 
nurses  in  the  State.  The  subscription  for  the 
first  year  was  fixed  at  ;^i  is.,  and  los.  6d.  for 
subsequent  years.  Matron  Edith  Comwell  was 
elected  president,  with  the  following  ladies  as 
the  executive  committee  : — Sisters  Wilson,  K. 
Hart,  Lehman,  Douglas,  Turnbull,  Burke, 
Dwyer,  Zwar,  Mason,  Powell,  and  Wionarski. 


A  curious  accident  is  reported  from  U.S.A. 
Miss  Helen  Vickery,  aged  twenty-one,  senior 
nurse  in  the  Good  Shepherd  Hospital,  Sche- 
nectady, whilst  combing  her  hair  moved  her 
head  back  quickly. 

This  action  dislocated  a  vertebra  just  below 
the  neck,  chipping  a  piece  from  the  side  of  one 
of  the  neighbouring  vertebrae.  Her  head  and 
neck  are  now  in  plaster  of  Paris,  and  her  con- 
dition is  critical. 
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THE  GENERAL  NURSINQ  COUNCIL  FOR 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


ROYAL  BRITISH  NURSES'  ASSOCIATION. 


The  Minister  of  Health  has  appointed  Sir 
Wilmot  Parker  Herringham,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B., 
M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  to  be  Chairman  of  the  General 
Nursing"  Council  for  England  and  Wales,  in 
succession  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Priestley,  K.C., 
resigned. 

Sir  Wilmot  Herringham  is  well  known  in  the 
Nursing  World,  not  only  for  his  long  and 
honourable  connection  with  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  E.C. ,  to  which  he  is  a  Consulting 
Physician,  but  for  his  fine  national  seirvices 
during  the  war  as  Consulting  Physician  to  the 
Forces  Overseas  in  France.  He  was  Vice- 
Chancellor  of  the  University  of  London,   iqi2- 

Sir  Wilmot  is  a  son  of  the  late  Rev.  W.  W. 
Herringham,  Prebendary  of  Wells,  and  was 
educated  at  Winchester  and  Oxford.  He  has 
made  many  contributions  to  medical  literature, 
and  his  widely  known  work,  "  A  Physician  in 
France,"  has  been  read  with  appreciation  by 
many  members  of  the  Nursing  Profession, 
who  deeply  sympathised  with  him  in  the  loss 
of  his  only  son,  who  was  killed  in  action. 

MEETING    OF    THE    COUNCIL. 

A  meeting  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales  has  been  summoned 
for  Friday,  February  3rd,  to  be  held  at  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  Whitehall,  S.W.,  at 
2  p.m.,  when  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  arrears  of 
the  business  of  the  Council,  which  has  not  met 
since  November  i8th,  1921,  will  be  dealt  with. 
Especially  is  it  imperative  that  the  Applications 
of  hundreds  of  nurses  who  have  a  right  to  State 
Registration  should  be  considered  without 
further  loss  of  time. 

NOW     IS     THE     TIME. 

We  are  surprised  to  find  that  quite  a  number 
of  staunch  regisitrationists  have  not  yet  sent 
in  their  Applications.  We  advise  that  there 
shall  be  no  further  delay,  as  it  is  most  im- 
portant that  those  who  approve  the  principle, 
although  not  now  in  practice,  should  give  the 
support  of  their  experience  tO'  the  younger 
generation  of  nurses,  and  help  them  to  build 
on  a  sure  foundation.  Do  not  delay  another 
day.  We  feel  sure  nurses  may  rely  upon  justice 
so  far  as  their  qualifications  are  concerned. 
Address  the  Registrar,  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales,  12,  York 
Gate,  Regent's  Park,  N.W. 


THE    TRAINED    NURSE    IN    PUBLIC 
HEALTH     WORK. 

Under  tlie  auspices  of  the  Association  of  Trained 
Nurses  in  Public  Health  Work  a  Conference  will  be 
held  on  "  The  Position  of  the  Trained  Nurse  in 
Public  Health  Work  :  Her  Prospects  and  Oppor- 
tunities." 

The  Conference  will  be  held  at  the  R.B.N. A. 
Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  on  Saturday,  February 
i8th,  at  3  p.m. 

Dr.  Clarke  Trotter,  D.P.H.,  Chief  Medical  Officer 
for  the  Borough  of  Islington,  Miss  Helen  Pearse, 
Superintendent  of  L.C.C.  School  Nurses,  and  Miss 
Gladys  Le  Geyt,  Superintendent  Health  Visitor, 
Bethiial  Green,  will  address  the  Conference.  Miss 
Florence  Wise  will  take  the  chair. 

Other  fixtures  at  the  Club  are  the  lecture  on 
Saturday,  February  4th,  at  3  p.m.,  by  Sir  D'Arcy 
Power,  K.B.E.,  F.R.C.S.,  on  "  The  Evolution  of 
Surgery,"  when  tlie  Mayor  of  Kensington  will 
take  the  chair,  and  a  Whist  Drive  on  Saturday, 
February  nth,  at  8  p.m. 


SPOTLESS    DAINTY     UNIFORMS    AND 
GAY    TARTAN    PLAIDS. 


The  New  Year's  Dance,  arranged  by  the 
great  kindness  of  Sir  John  and  Lady  Reid,  for 
the  Nursing  Staff  of  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infir- 
mary took  place  on  January  24th,  and  was  a 
brilliant  success.  The  beautiful  suite  of  apart- 
ments in  the  Trades'  Hall,  with  its  historic 
interest  and  lovely  decorations,  was  bright 
with  palms  and  daffodils,  and  everything  was 
arranged  for  the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  all 
present.  A  peculiar  interest  attached  to  the 
choice  of  the  Trades'  Hall,  as  Sir  John  Reid 
is  Deacon  Convener  of  the  Trades'  House  for 
1922.  An  orchestra  of  strings  and  cymbals 
kept  the  music  going  from  8  tO'  12  without  a 
break,  and  the  dancing  was  spirited  and  inces- 
sant. 

The  guests  were  received  in  the  Big  Hall 
by  the  kind  hosts,  and  included,  in  addition  to 
150  of  the  Nursing  Staff  and  the  Resident 
Doctors,  a  number  of  distinguished  visitors, 
including  the  Chairman  of  the  Managers  and 
Mrs.  James  Macfarlane,  the  Chairman  of  the 
House  Committee,  the  vSecretary  of  the  Infir- 
mary, Mr.  Morrison  Smith,  and  many  others. 
A  number  of  the  gentlemen  present  were  in  full 
Highland  costume,  and  the  eightsome  reels  and 
other  Scotch  dances  were  particularly  effective 
in  the  brilliantly  lighted  hall,  the  gay  tartan 
plaids  contrasting  with  the  spotless  dainty 
uniforms  of  the  Sisters  and  Nurses.  Refresh- 
ments,   ices    and   fruit,   and   all  sorts   of   good 
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thing's  were  served  at  intervals  throughout  the 
evening. 

At  the  conclusion  the  Matron  thanked  Sir 
John  and  Lady  Reid  for  their  hospitality,  and 
emphasised  the  delight  of  Nurses,  who  work 
so  hard,  at  such  an  opportunity  of  "  playing 
hard  "  in  such  unique  surroundings,  and  the 
proceedings  closed  with  the  singing  of  "  Auld 
Lang  Syne."  >« 

THE     INTERNATIONAL    MEETING     AT 
COPENHAGEN. 

We  are  reminded  that  in  ]\Iay  last,  at  a  Con- 
ference of  the  South  African  Trained  Nurses' 
Association,  held  in  Pretoria,  Miss  J.  C.  Child 
was  asked  to  attend  the  next  International 
Council  Meeting  at  Copenhagen  as  a  Delegate 
for  the  S.A.T.N.A.  from  London.  This,  Miss 
Child  consented  to  do.  Now  that  the  date  is 
fixed  by  the  Danish  Council  of  Nurses  for  May  22nd 
to  24th  next.  Miss  Child  is  awaiting  instructions 
from  South  Africa.  At  an  early  date  we  hope  to 
have  further  details  of  the  arrangements  to  place 
before  our  readers. 


MISLEADING  THE    NURSING 
PROFESSION. 


A    NURSING    STAR. 

A  TRIBUTE  TO  MISS  ANNA  C.  MAXWELL,  R.N- 

In  honour  of  Miss  Anna  C.  Maxwell,  R.N.,  M.A., 
and  in  appreciation  of  her  life's  work  for  Nursing 
and  humanity,  a  Banquet  is  being  held  in  New 
York  City — as  we  go  to  press — at  which  500  friends 
are  to  be  present,  including  eminent  public 
people,  and  her  medical  and  nursing  colleagues. 
It  is  sure  to  be  a  perfectly  splendid  occasion,  for 
Anna  C.  Maxwell  is  a  perfectly  splendid  woman, 
and  her  forty -five  years'  professional  life  reflects 
the  greatest  credit  upon  the  profession  of  nursing 
throughout  the  world. 

Trained  at  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  Mass.,  she 
has  held  the  important  office  of  Superintendent 
of  the  Nurse  Training  School  attached  to  the 
Presbyterian  Hospital,  New  York,  for  thirty  years, 
one  of  the  best  equipped  hospitals  in  the  world. 
During  all  those  years  Miss  Maxwell  has  been 
associated  with  other  great  leaders  of  nursing 
organization  in  the  United  States,  and  with  them 
has  taken  part  in  every  movement  for  uplifting 
the  profession  of  which  she  is  so  brilliant  a  star. 

Now  that  she  has  retired  from  active  practice, 
it  is  fitting  that  the  occasion  of  her  farewell 
should    be   brilliantly   commemorated. 

It  is  also  fitting  that  the  occasion  should  not 
pass  without  her  colleagues  on  this  side  addressing 
to  her  a  few  words  of  admiration  and  gratitude, 
which  we  hope  by  now  have  flashed  along  the 
Atlantic  Cable. 

The  National  Council  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  sent  the  following  cable  to  Miss  Nutting 
to  be  read  at  the  Banquet  : — 

"  National  Council  of  Nurses  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  offers  Miss  Maxwell  warm  appreciation 
of  splendid  life's  work  for  Nursing  and  Humanity." 
Fenwick,  President. 


A  correspondent,  in  a  recent  issue,  referred  to 
the  reasons  given  by  Mr.  Comyns  Berkeley,  an 
Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
to  its  Sheffield  Centre,  which  nurses  inform  him 
prevent  them  from  joining  the  College. 

The  members  of  one  group,  he  says,  tell  him, 
when  he  asks  them  if  they  are  members  of  the 
College,     "  Not  likely,   it's  a  regular  swindle." 

This  opinion  he  attributes  to  a  misinterpretation 
of  the  pledge  given  by  the  College  to  nurses, 
whom,  in  a  leaflet,  it  urged  to  Join  its  ranks  ;  the 
.first  reason  which  it  placed  before  them  being  : — ■ 

The  Pledge. 

"  Because  the  Council  of  the  College  of  Nursing 
has  drafted  a  Nurses'  Registration  Bill,  which 
provides  that  the  Register  already  formed  by 
the  College  of  Nursing  shall  be  the  first  Register 
under  the  Act.  If,  therefore,  you  are  on  the  College 
Register,  you  -will  automatically  and  without 
further  fee  be  placed  upon  the  State  Register 
when  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  is  passed." 

Mr.  Berkeley  thinks  that  to  interpret  this 
Clause  to  mean  the  College  "  would  guarantee 
that  if  any  nurse  was  elected  a  member  thereof 
she  would  most  certainly  and  without  fail  be 
placed  on  the  State  Register,  no  matter  what  Bill 
received  the  Royal  Assent,"  is  a  "  monstrous 
perversion  of  the  true  facts." 

Mr.  Berkeley  may  remember  that,  at  a  meeting 
convened  by  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  held  at 
No.  I,  Wimpole  Street,  on  January  23rd,  1919, 
Miss  M.  Breay  drew  attention  to  this  promise, 
and  asked  what  authority  the  Council  of  the 
College  had  to  pledge  Parliament  that  it  would 
automatically  place  all  nurses  who  were  on  the 
College  Register  on  the  State  Register.  After 
other  questions,  in  reply  to  which  the  Chairman 
admitted  that  the  Central  Committee's  Bill  was 
known  as  "  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill,"  he 
further  stated  that  the  College,  having  made  the 
promise,  would  pay  tne  fee. 

Further,  the  Council  of  the  College  has  since 
announced  that  it  will  refund  the  Registration 
Fee  of  any  Nurse  who  has  been  accepted  for 
Registration  on  the  State  Register,  thus  admitting 
its  obligation.  Because  if  no  such  obligation  exists, 
then  it  has  no  right  to  pay  the  State  Registra- 
tion fee  of  a  single  member  ;  and,  if  the  obligation 
does  exist,  then  every  member  who  joined  the 
College  up  to  March  1 8th,  1920,  has  the  right,  on 
the  pledged  word  of  its  Council,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
the  fee  she  has  paid  to  a  General  Nursing  Council. 

In  regard  to  Mr.  Berkeley's  claim  as  to  what 
the  College  has  done  in  regard  to  the  passing  of 
an  Act  for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses,  we 
can  only  hope  that  before  he  again  addresses  a 
College  Centre,  or  any  other  meeting,  on  the 
subject  of  State  Registration,  he  will  revise  his 
notes  in  accordance  with  facts.  We  have  nothing 
to  say  on  the  subject  of  the  "  regular  swindle," 
but  to  deviate  from  the  truth  is  not  very  honest. 
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whether  in  regard  to  historical  facts  or  in  the 
assumption  of  credit  for  work  unperformed,  for 
which  credit  should  be  given  elsewhere.  The 
history  of  the  struggle  for  State  Registration  is 
open  for  all  to  read,  and  Mr.  Berkeley  will  not 
increase  the  reputation  of  the  College  either  by 
making  statements  which  can  be  refuted  by 
reference  to  Hansard,  or  by  assuming  the  credit 
for  securing  the  passing  of  the  Act. 

"  A  Monstrous  Perversion  of  the  True  Facts 
Brought  Forward  with  a  Mean  Object." 

Examining  the  objects  for  which  the  College 
was  founded,  he  says  it  aimed  at  {b)  The  passing 
of  an  Act  for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses. 
He  then  told  the  Sheffield  Centre  :  "  Those  who 
have  followed  nursing  politics  will  remember  how 
this  question  of  State  Registration  has  cropped 
up  year  after  year.  Bill  after  Bill  has  been 
drafted,  only  to  be  thrown  out  in  the  Second 
Reading.  The  House  of  Lords  has  passed  such 
a  Bill  more  than  once.  Sometimes  the  Royal 
British  Nurses  Association  had  its  Bill  introduced, 
at  others  the  Society  for  the  State  Registration 
of  Nurses.  A  joint  body,  known  as  the  Central 
Committe  for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses, 
was  formed  to  smooth  over  the  differences  of  its 
parents  and  draft  a  common  Bill,  which  it  did 
more  than  once,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  Then  the 
College  was  founded,  and  largely  through  its 
efforts  a  pledge  was  given  by  the  Minister  of 
Health,  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  to  introduce 
a  Bill  into  the  House  of  Commons,  with  the 
result  that  the  Acts  for  the  State  Registration  of 
Nurses  received  the  Royal  Assent  less  than  four 
years  after  the  foundation  of  the  College." 

The  True  Facts. 
The  history  of  the  State  Registration  Bills  in 
Parliament  is  as  follows  : — 

In  the  House  of  Commons. 

1904.  A  Bill  for  the  State  Registration  of 
Trained  Nurses,  drafted  by  the  Society  for  the 
State  Registration  of  Nurses,  was  introduced  into 
the  House  of  Commons  by  Dr.  Farquharson, 
Member  for  West  Aberdeenshire.  The  following 
year  Mr.  Munro  Ferguson  (now  Lord  Novar)  took 
charge  of  the  Bill  for  the  Society,  and  it  was 
introduced  annually  until  191  o,  but  never  gained 
a  place  in  the  ballot.  From  the  beginning  it  was 
systematically  blocked  by  members  acting  for  the 
Committees  of  the  Nurse  Training  Schools. 

1904.  A  Bill  providing  for  the  Registration  of 
Nurses  and  Nursing  Homes  was  introduced  into 
the  House  of  Commons  on  behalf  of  the  Royal 
British  Nurses'  Association. 

1909.  A  Bill  to  establish  and  make  regulations 
to  provide  for  a  Register  of  Nurses  in  Scotland, 
was  introduced  into  the  IJouse  of  Commons  by 
Mr.  T.  W.  Cleland,  M.P. 

None  of  these  Bills  obtained  a  place  in  the 
ballot. 

1 910.  On  the  initiative  of  the  Society  for  the 
State  Registration  of  Trained  Nurses  the  Central 
Committee  for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses 


was  formed  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Lord 
Ampthill,  and  the  "  Bill  to  Regulate  the  Quali- 
fications of  Trained  Nurses,  and  to  provide  for 
their  Registration,"  supported  by  all  the  Societies 
represented  on  that  Committee,  Enghsh,  Scotch 
and  Irish,  was  introduced  in  the  House  of  Commons 
by  Mr.  Munro  Ferguson  on  its  behalf,  and  each 
year  until  191 4  when,  on  his  appointment  as 
Governor-General  of  Austraha,  Dr.  W.  A.  Chappie, 
M.P.,  Member  for  Stirlingshire,  took  charge  of  the 
Nurses  Registration  Bill.  When  Dr.  Chappie 
introduced  the  Bill  under  the  ten  minutes'  Rule  the 
late  Mr.  Handel  Booth  took  the  almost  unpre- 
cedented step  of  challenging  it  on  its  first  reading, 
the  result  of  the  Division  being :  For  leave  to 
bring  in  the  Bill,  311  ;  against,  83  ;  majority  for 
the  Bill,  228.  Thus  the  principle  of  registration 
of  nurses  was  approved  by  an  overwhelming 
majority  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  at  once 
became  "  practical  politics." 

In  spite  of  the  unanimous  agreement  of  the 
Registration  Societies  of  England,  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  the  College  Company  butted  in  with  a 
Bill  providing  that  its  Council  should  be  the 
Governing  Body  of  the  Nursing  Profession,  and 
induced  thousands  of  Nurses  to  join  it  on  the 
pledges  repudiated  by  Mr.  Berkeley.  This  pledge 
was  given  although  the  College  Council  was  well 
aware  that  there  was  an  infiuentially  supported 
Bill  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  year 
after  year,  into  which  House  the  College  Bill  has 
never  been  introduced. 

In  1 91 9  Major  Barnett,  M.P.,  Member  for  St. 
Pancras,  S.W.,  gained  practically  the  first  place  in 
the  ballot,  and  introduced  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Bill  on  behalf  of  the  Central  Committee.  On 
March  28th,  Major  Barnett  moved  the  Second 
Reading  of  the  Bill  when  it  received  overwhelming 
support,  including  that  of  the  official  spokesman 
of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  who  told  the  House 
of  Commons  that  "  the  Bill  promoted  by  the 
College  of  Nursing  was  very  carefully  considered, 
and  in  consultation  with  the  authorities  on  that 
Bill  they  decided  that  they  could  not,  and  would 
not,  oppose  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses  or 
offer  any  opposition  whatever  to  this  Bill." 

During  the  Committee  Stage  of  the  Bill  the 
College  of  Nursing  still  had  hopes  of  its  Council 
being  adopted  as  the  Governing  Body  of  the 
Nursing  Profession,  but  agreed  to  a  compromise 
arrived  at  after  consultation  between  the  various 
interests  concerned  in  which  it  was  granted  four 
representatives  on  the  independent  Council. 
When  Mr.  Leonard  Lyle  took  exception  to  the 
constitution  of  the  Council,  Lieut. -Colonel  Raw 
said  that  "  naturally  as  in  charge  of  the  College 
amendments  he  would  like  to  get  the  best  represen- 
tation possible.  The  arrangement  was  a  com- 
promise so  that  they  might  get  an  agreed  Bill. 
He  had  endeavoured  with  this  object  to  act  in  a 
spirit  of  sweet  reasonableness,  and  must  take  full 
responsibility  for  the  course  he  had  adopted  in 
the  compromise  agreed  upon." 

That  was  on  April  loth.  Within  a  month  the 
College  issued  a  manifesto  headed  "  The  Nurses' 
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Registration  Bill,"  signed  by  its  Secretary,  Miss 
M.  S.  Rundle,  which  opened  by  stating  "  The 
Council  of  the  College  feels  compelled  to  appeal 
to  every  nurse  to  do  her  part  in  bringing  to  the 
notice  of  Miembers  of  Parliament  the  serious  crisis 
which  has  arisen  by  the  passing  through  Standing 
Committee  in  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  Bill 
for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses  promoted  by 
the  Central  Committee."  After  a  series  of  mis- 
statements this  official  ukase  of  the  Council  con- 
cludes : — 

"  What  the  Council,  therefore,  wants  you  to  do 
WITHOUT  DELAY  is  to  write  to  any  M.P.  you  know, 
or  the  M.P.  for  the  place  in  which  you  reside  and 
have  or  might  have  a  vote,  and  beg  him  earnestly 
NOT  TO  SUPPORT  THE  BiLL.  The  matter  is  very 
pressing  as  the  Bill  comes  again  before  the  House 
of  Commons  not  later  than  May  7th." 

The  result  of  these  mean  tactics  was  apparent 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  June  27th,  when  the 
Report  Stage  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Bill  was 
reached.  There  was  ample  time  to  accept  the 
adoption  of  the  Report  and  to  commit  the  Bill 
for  a  third  reading,  had  not  Mr.  Leonard  Lyle, 
and  the  four  Members  for  Manchester,  entrusted 
with  the  wrecking  policy  of  the  Council  adopted 
the  deliberate  policy  of  flooding  the  Order  Paper 
with  wrecking  amendments.  So  callous  was  the 
Council  of  the  College  that  it  was  prepared  to 
put  off  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses  indefinitely 
sooner  than  see  the  Central  Committee's  Bill  go 
through.  The  situation  was  only  saved  by  the 
Minister  of  Health  (Dr.  Addison)  coming  forward, 
and  undertaking  at  the  earliest  possible  time,  on 
behalf  of  the  Government,  to  introduce  a  measure 
providing  for  the  Registration  of  Nurses. 

As  every  one  knows.  Dr.  x\ddison  fully  redeemed 
this  promise,  and  Acts  for  the  State  Registration 
of  Nurses  in  England  and  Wales,  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  received  the  Royal  Assent  on  Decem- 
ber 23rd,  1919,  a  ceremony  at  which  the 
Council  of  the  College  of  Nursing  were  conspicuous 
by  their  absence.  No  Nurses'  Registration  Bill 
has  been  thrown  out  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
its  Second  Reading,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Berkeley. 

In  the  House  of  Lords. 

In  the  House  of  Lords  the  Bill  introduced  by 
Lord  Ampthill  on  behalf  of  the  Society  for  the 
State  Registration  of  Nurses  in  1908  passed 
triumphantly  through  all  its  stages,  and  is  the 
only  such  Bill  which  has  been  passed  by  that 
House. 

On  May  27th,  1919,  the  College  Bill  received 
a  Second  Reading.  That  was  the  only  occasion 
when  it  saw  the  fight  of  day  for  it  never  reached 
the  Committee  stage — a  very  small  achievement 
on  which  to  found  the  bragging  claim  of  Mr. 
Comyns  Berkeley,  on  behalf  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  that  every  one  failed  till  it  came  along 
and  took  a  hand,  when,  hey  presto  !  the  Act 
was  passed  forthwith. 

The  profession  of  nursing  having  escaped  con- 
trol by  persons  whose  conduct  in  connection  with 
State  Registration  has  been  autocratic  and  callous 
in  the  extreme  is  advised  to  preserve  its  professional 
liberty  at  all  costs. 


ENFRANCHISED  AUSTRALIAN   NURSES 
MUST  DEMAND  STATE  REGISTRATION. 


We  hear  with  regret  that  once  again  the  Bill  for 
the  State  Registration  of  Nurses  in  Victoria  is 
being  opposed  and  may  fail  to  become  law. 
Before  the  Registration  Acts  of  191 9  came  into 
force  at  home  the  injury  to  Victorian  Nurses  was 
not  so  apparent,  but  now,  under  these  Acts,  unless 
they  can  prove  equivalent  Registration  in  their 
own  States,  Australian  Nurses  are  debarred  from 
Registration  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  In 
Queensland,  Western  Australia,  and  South 
Austrafia,  Registration  Acts  are  in  force  on  sound 
standards  ;  each  requires  three  years'  training  for 
a  general  nurse,  and  Nurses  registered  in  these 
States  can  be  admitted  on  reciprocal  terms  to  the 
English,  Scottish  and  Irish  Registers,  but  at  present 
nurses  trained  in  New  South  Wales,  Victoria  and 
the  Northern  Territory  cannot  be  admitted.  For 
years  we  have  been  urging  the  well-organised  and 
enfranchised  nurses  of  these  States  to  unite  and 
insist  upon  State  Registration,  but  as  at  home  the 
hospitals  have  opposed,  and  now  that  Bills  are 
again  before  the  Legislatures  of  these  States 
there  is  political  opposition.  The  Nurses  should 
take  the  question  in  hand  without  reserve,  and 
bombard  their  Governments  and  insist  upon 
justice.  They  have  got  the  vote,  why  don't  they 
use  it  effectively  ? 


THE    REGISTERED    NURSES'    PARLIA- 
MENTARY  COUNCIL. 

A  meeting  of  the  above  Council  was  held  at  431, 
Oxford  Street,  W.,  on  Monday,  January  30th, 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  in  the  chair.  Mrs.  Fenwick 
said  there  never  had  been  a  time  when  the  nursing 
profession  was  so  urgently  in  need  of  a  strong 
political  society  to  look  after  its  interests.  The 
present  annual  subscription  of  a  guinea  was,  she 
thought,  prohibitive  of  a  popular,  numerically 
strong  Council,  and  she  suggested  that  they 
revert  to  the  financial  basis  on  which  the  Society 
for  State  Registration  of  Nurses  did  such  admirable 
and  successful  jxjlitical  work.  It  was  proposed, 
seconded  and  unanimously  agreed  that  members 
of  the  Council  should  pay  is.  annual  subscription, 
or  5s.  to  cover  five  years'  membership.  As  work 
and  office  had  always  in  the  past  been  gifts  and 
would  continue  to  be  so  in  the  immediate  future, 
the  small  subscription  with  donations  from  those 
who  could  afford  them,  would  prove  in  the  future 
as  they  had  done  in  the  past  sufficient  to  cover  the 
amount  of  propaganda  to  be  done  by  enthusiasts. 

It  was  agreed  that  all  members  must  be  on  the 
Register  of  the  General  Nursing  Council,  including 
the  Supplementary  Registers,  so  that  the  interests 
of  all  Registered  Nurses  might  be  represented. 
Thus  Male,  Mentaf,  Sick  Children's,  and  Fever 
nurses  will  be  eligible  for  membership.  It  was 
agreed  that  a  leaflet  should  be  drafted  showing 
"  Registered  Nurses  "  the  reasons  and  necessity 


74 


tTbc  Briti9b  Journal  of  IRuretng.       February  4,  1922 


for  a  Parliamentary  Council  to  watch  their  inter- 
ests, and  to  promote  action  to  maintain  them. 

A  lively  interest  was  taken  in  the  proceedings 
by  those  present,  who  apparently  looked  forward 
to  promoting  a  really  popular  Council  on  a  demo- 
cratic basis,  and  coming  again  into  consultation 
and  association  as  in  former  days  before  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Act  was  won. 

Margaret  Breav,  Hon.  Secretary. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


LADY     SUPERINTENDENT. 

Glasgow  Royal  Mental  Hospital,  Qartnavel. — Miss 
Elizabeth  Brodie  has  been  appointed  Lady  Superinten- 
dent. She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Asylum,  Aberdeen, 
and  the  Royal] Infirmary,  Edinburgh.  Miss  Brodie  has 
held  the  following  appointments;  Assistant  Matron, 
Glasgow  Royal  Mental  Hospital,  Matron,  City  Mental 
Hospital,  Leicester,  which  position  she  now  holds. 
For  a  number  of  years  during  the  War  she  served  in 
various  military  hospitals  at  home  and  abroad. 

MATRON. 

Wameford  General  Hospital,  Leamington. — Miss  D. 
E.  Crowther  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Wameford  Hospital,  where  she  subse- 
quently held  the  position  of  Sister.  She  has  also  been 
Night  Sister  at  the  Royal  United  Hospital,  Bath,  and 
Night  Sister  and  Assistant  Matron  at  the  Wameford 
Hospital. 

Royal  Infirmary,  Truro.— Miss  Marie  Vaughan 
Winters  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained 
at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Leicester,  and  has  been 
Theatre  Sister  at  the  Royal  Hospital  for  Sick  Children, 
Edinburgh,  Sister  and  Assistant  Matron  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Sunderland,  and  Matron  of  the  Officers' 
Hospital,  Sunderland.  She  at  present  holds  the 
position  of  Sister-Tutor  at  the  General  Hospital, 
Nottingham. 

Dufferin  Hospital,  Burma. — Miss  M.  L.  Dawson  has 
been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  St. 
Mary's  Hospital,  Paddington,  and  has  been  Sister 
at  the  Edmonton  Infirmary,  and  the  Louise  Margaret 
Hospital,  Aldershot;  Assistant  Matron  at  the  Edmonton 
Military  Hospital;  and  Matron  at  Fareham  House 
Hospital.  She  did  war  nursing  in  connection  with  the 
Royal  Naval  Nursing  Service,  and  has  had  experience 
of  private  nursing,  and  of  health  visiting  in  connection 
with  the  Willesden  Urban  District  Council.  She  is  a 
Certified  Midwife. 

SISTER. 

Royal  Infirmary,  Gloucester. — Miss  Mary  Wright  has 
been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Halifax,  and  has  held  the  position  of  Sister 
at  the  3rd  Western  General  Hospital,  Cardiff,  and  at 
the  Grimsby  and  District  Hospital. 


THE     PASSING     BELL. 

The  following  tragic  information  has  been  sent 
to  us  for  publication  : — 

Marriage. — On  October  loth,  1921,  at  Teheran, 
Alfred  Binns,  of  Messrs.  Ziegler,  to  Lily  A.  Heath, 
Colonial  Nursing  Service. 

Death. — On  January  7th,  of  pneumonia,  at 
Sheraz,  Persia,  Lily  A.  Binns,  vee  Heath. 


THE    MATRONS'    COUNCIL. 

Owing  to  the  wave  of  "  'Flu  "  in  London,  the 
Annual  Meeting  of  the  Matrons'  Council  has  been 
deferred  until  February  25  th,  when  t^e  Meeting 
will  take  place  at  the  London  Temperance  Hospital, 
by  the  kind  invitation  of  the  Matron,  Miss  Kathleen 
A.  Smith,  R.R.C.  Members  are  asked  to  note 
the  date  so  that  there  shall  be  a  good  attendance. 


THE    HOSPITAL   WORLD. 


By  the  will  of  the  late  Lord  Mount  Stephen 
King  Edward's  Hospital  Fund  for  London  will 
benefit  to  the  extent  of  over  /750,ooo. 


There  is  to  be  a  "  "Wedding  Ball  "  at  the  Albert 
Hall,  W.,  on  the  night  of  Princess  Mary's  wedding. 

The  object  is  the  Hospital  for  Epilepsy  and 
Paralysis  in  Maida  Vale,  and  Princess  Louise 
Duchess  of  Argyll  has  given  her  patronage  to  the 
affair. 


Sir  Arthur  Currie,  G.C.IM.G.,  K.C.B.,  Principal 
of  MacGill  University,  Toronto,  has  received  from 
Lord  Atholstan  a  most  generous  offer  of  a  prize 
for  100,000  dollars  (^20,000),  to  be  awarded  to 
the  graduate  or  student  of  any  recognized  Uni- 
versity, who  within  five  years  is  the  first  to 
discover  a  medical  treatment  for  the  effective 
cure  of  cancer,  the  decision  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
of  England.  Sir  William  \"eno,  governing  director 
of  the  Veno  Drug  Company,  Ltd.,  Manchester, 
has  made  a  supplementary  offer  of  a  prize  of' 
^10,000,   under  similar  conditions. 

Medical  opinion  is  not  unanimous  in  its  approval 
of  these  prizes. 

OUR    PIONEERS 

The  Publications  Committee  of  the  National 
League  of  Nursing  Education  issued  a  beautiful 
calendar  in  192 1  commemorating  the  Centennial 
of  Florence  Nightingale,  composed  of  extracts 
selected  from  her  writings,  which  met  with  much 
popularity.  For  1922  the  Committee  has  just 
prepared  the  first  of  a  series  of  nursing  calendars. 
It  presents  twelve  of  the  early  leaders  of  nurses  in 
the  United  States,  portraits  and  short  biographical 
sketches.  The  cover*  has  a  charming  sketch  of  the 
entrance  to  the  old  Bellevue  Hospital,  where  the 
first  of  the  nursing  leaders.  Sister  Helen,  who  went 
to  New  York  from  the  All  Saints  Sisterhood  in 
Baltimore  to  take  charge  of  the  new  school  for 
nurses  in  1873,  was  the  first  Superintendent  of 
the  School.  The  late  Mrs.  Hampton  Robb  and 
Miss  L.  L.  Dock  are  two  of  the  twelve. 

The  price  of  this  most  interesting  publication  is 
one  dollar,  and  it  may  be  procured  from  the  Pubhca- 
tions  Committee,  National  League  of  Nursing 
Education,  370,  Seventh  Avenue,  New  York  City, 
U.S.A.  Every  Training  School  Library  should 
possess  this  interesting  and  valuable  historical 
collection. 
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COLLEGE    OF    NURSING,    LTD. 

Sheffield  Centre. 

The  following  lectures,  &c.,  will  complete  the 
Winter's  Session  (lectures  to  be  given  at  the 
University)  : — 

February  3rd,  at  6.30  p.m. — "  A  Tour  Round 
the  World,"  Dr.  Rupert  Hallam. 

February  gth,  at  5.30  p.m. — "  Diseases  of 
Children  "  ;  first  of  a  series  by  Dr.  Leonard 
Parsons. 

March  7th,  at  7.30  p.m.—"  Crag  Climbing  in  the 
Lake  District,"  Douglas  Yeomans,  Esq.  Lantern 
slides. 

March  29th,  at  7.30  p.m. — "  Psycho-Analysis," 
Miss  Ethel  M.  King. 

February  15th,  at  7.30  p.m.— General  Meeting 
of  the  Members,  at  the  Royal  Hospital. 

February  25th. — ^Dance,  7.30  p.m.  to  11.30  p.m. 
At  the  Royal  Hospital  (by  kind  permission  of  the 
Hospital  Authorities).  Tickets  :  Members,  5s.  ; 
non-Members,  7s.  6d.,  may  be  had  from  the 
Matrons  of  the  Voluntary  Hospitals  and  from  the 
Hon.  Treasurer  and  Hon.  Secretary. 

COMING     EVENTS. 

February  ^rd. — ^Meeting  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales.  Ministry  of 
Health,  Whitehall,  S.W.     2  p.m. 

February  ^th. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate.  Lecture  on  "  The 
Evolution  of  Surgery,"  by  Sir  D'Arcy  Power, 
F.R.C.S.  3  p.m. 

February  gth. — ^]\'Ieeting  of  St.  John's  House 
Nurses'  League.     431,  Oxford  Street,  W.     3  p.m. 

February  nth. — Meeting  of  the  National  Council 
of  Trained  Nurses  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.     4  p.m. 

February  i^th  and  13th. — Central  Poor  Law 
Conference.    Guildhall,  E.C. 

February  2^rd. — Monthly  ^Meeting,  Central  Mid- 
wives  Board. 

February  25/A. — The  Matrons'  Council  Annual 
Meeting.  London  Temperance  Hospital,  Hamp- 
stead  Road,  N.W.     3  p.m. 

A  WORD    FOR    THE    WEEK. 

Earth   ere  blossoming 

Thrills 
With  far  daffodils. 
And  feels  her  breast  turn  sweet 
With  the  unconceived  wheat. 


BOOK  OF  THE   WEEK. 


"  Each  man  is  captain  of  his  soul ; 
And  each  man  his  own  crew. 
But  the  Pilot  knows  the  unknown  Seas 
And  He  will  bring  us  through. 

So  Ho  !   for  the  Pilot's  Orders, 
Whatever  covurse  He  takes  ; 
For  He  sees  beyond  the  Sky-line, 
And  He  never  makes  mistakes." 

— Oxenham. 


He  is  a  wise  maxi  who  says  nothing  at  the  right 
time. 


ADRIENNE     TONER. 

This  book  is  devoted  to  the  psychological 
analysis  of  the  somewhat  remarkable  personality 
of  an  American  girl,  whose  name  gives  the  title 
to  the  novel. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  her  mentality  is  as  un- 
usual as  it  is  remarkable,  for  she  certainly  was  a 
most  uncomfortable  young  person.  Her  out- 
standing characteristic  was  her  desire  to  dominate 
the  lives  of  others,  but  it  was  something  more 
insidious  than  domination  that  she  achieved.       % 

Barney,  who  became  her  infatuated  lover  and 
afterwards  her  repentant  husband,  introduces  the 
subject  of  Adrienne  to  his  friend  and  adviser, 
Roger  Oldmeadow,  a  scholar  who  had  taken  a 
double  first  at  Balliol,  clean  shaved  and  meticu- 
lously neat,  with  a  crisp  bow  at  his  collar  and  a 
thin  wry  smile. 

Baxney  himself  could  never  look  anything  but 
perfection,  just  as  when  he  smiled  or  frowned  he 
could  never  look  anything  but  charming. 

"  What  have  I  to  do  with  charming  American 
girls  ?  "  Oldmeadow  enquired. 

"  She'll  have  something  to  do  with  you,"  said 
Barney,  and  he  seemed  pleased  with  the  retort. 
"  I  met  her  at  the  Lumleys.  They  think  her  the 
marvel  of  the  age." 

"  Well,  that  doesn't  endear  her  to  me,"  said 
Oldmeadow,  "  and  I  don't  like  Americans." 

"  She's  a  wonderful  person,  really,"  said  Barney. 
"  A  sort  of  mixture  of  saint  and  fairy  princess. 
She  cured  Charley  Lumley  of  insomnia  three  years 
ago.  Nothing  pyschic  or  theatrical  you  know. 
Just  sat  by  him  and  smiled — she's  a  most  extra- 
ordinary smile — and  laid  her  hand  on  his  head. 

"  My  word  !  She's  a  Christian  Science  lady  ?  A 
medium  ?     What  ?  " 

"  Call  her  what  you  like.  You'll  see."  He  went 
on  to  describe  how  Adrienne's  mother  was  carried 
out  to  die  at  sea  on  her  yacht.  Adrienne  sat 
beside  her  and  they  smiled  at  each  other  and 
held  hands  until  the  end.  (She  seemed  to  have  had 
in  a  more  extensive  degree  Adrienne's  healing  gift.) 

Oldmeadow  played  with  his  penholder.  The 
nature  of  what  touched  Barney  left  him  singularly 
dry. 

"  Is  this  Miss  Toner  very  wealthy  ?  " 

"  Yes,  very,"  said  Barney,  relapsing  into  slight 
sulkiness . 

Oldmeadow  accepted  an  invitation  to  meet  her 
at  Barney's  home  in  the  lower  Cotswolds. 

Palgrave,  his  younger  brother,  voted  Adrienne 
"  disturbing."     "  She  changes  everything." 

Oldmeadow's  introduction  to  her  in  the  family 
group  at  the  tea-table  in  the  hall  includes  an 
introduction  to  the  reader  of  the  many  interesting 
personahties  of  the  Chad  wick  family  and  their 
collaterals.  Pretty  charming  Nancy,  the  cousin, 
whose  heart  had  been  long  captured  by  Barney. 
Ine£fectual  and  confused  Mrs.  Chadwick  and  Meg, 
the  beauty  like  a  Romney  picture. 

By  Annie  Douglas  Sedgwick.     (Arnold  &  Co.) 
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But  we  have  not  space  to  describe  them,  but 
must  confine  ourselves  to  the  all-pervading 
Adrienne. 

Oldmeadow,  studying  her  over  his  tea-cup, 
owned  that  her  features  ugly,  even  trivial 
in  detail,  had  in  their  assemblage  something  of 
unexpected  force.  Her  tranquil  smile  had  potency, 
and  he  suddenly  became  aware  of  her  flat,  gentle 
voice,  infrequent  yet  oddly  dominating.  Sensitive 
as  he  was  to  voices,  he  saw  it  as  a  bland  blue 
ribbon.  She  said  things  to  the  end  ;  when  the 
ribbon  began  it  was  unrolled. 

Though  Adrienne  had  only  been  introduced  to 
the  family  circle  about  twenty-four  hours,  she 
was  already  taking  the  lead  with  each  member 
separately,  Oldmeadow  standing  aside*  with  an 
intuitive  dislike  and  jealous  for  his  especial 
favourite  Nancy,  who,  by  the  way,  shared  his 
distrust. 

Adrienne  married  Barney,  and  was  very  much 
in  love  with  him,  her  love  being  of  the  absorbing, 
selfish  type,  that  demands  the  whole  life,  which  is 
cleverly  portrayed  in  th6  letter  that  accompanies 
Barney's  to  Nancy  on  their  honeymoon.  Old- 
meadow at  once  recognised  that  she  intended  to 
be  more  intimate  than  Barney.  That  was  really 
what  she  intended  Nancy  to  see,  and  that  Barney 
had  no  place  at  all  where  she,  Adrienne,  did  not 
also  belong. 

She  wrought  considerable  havoc  in  the  pleasant 
Chadwick  family.  She  connived  at  the  elopement 
of  Meg  with  a  married  man,  and  breaks  with 
Barney  when  he  rightly  starts  in  pursuit  of  his 
young  sister. 

She  tells  him  :  "  Meg  and  I  mean  one  thing  by 
straightness  and  that  is  truth.  I  showed  them 
the  truth  and  kept  it  before  their  eyes  when  they 
were  in  danger  of  forgetting  it.  I  did  not  hide 
from  them  that  there  would  be  sacrifices,  if  that's 
what  you  mean." 

"  Its  not  what  I  mean,  darling,"  said  poor 
Barney.  "  Didn't  you  tell  them  it  would  be 
desperate  and  ruinous  and  wrong  ?  Didn't  you 
tell  Meg  it  would  break  mother's  heart  ?  Imagine 
mother  with  a  divorce  case  on.  It  would  simply 
kill  her.     That's  all." 

The  war  as  usual  is  brought  in  to  straighten 
tangles. 

Adrienne  used  her  influence  over  Barney's 
young  brother,  Palgrave,  to  become  a  conscientious 
objector  and  he  finally  dies  in  prison.  She  herself 
goes  to  the  front,  where  her  hypnotic  powers  are 
greatly  in  demand.  Oldmeadow  badly  wounded, 
comes  under  her  influence  in  this  way  and  remains 
a  convert  to  her  fascinations. 

We  confess  that  when  all  is  said  we  are  grateful 
that  her  type  is  unusual,  or  the  world  would  be  a 
madder  place  than  it  is. 

Dear,  silly  Mrs.  Chadwick,  whose  objection  to 
nurses  consisted  in  the  fact  that  when  she  was  ill 
she  saw  her  nurse  round  the  screen  putting  her 
fingers  into  the  raspberry  jam,  is  quite  restful 
after  this  intensely  intense  person. 

But  it  is  a  very  clever  and  interesting  book 

and  should  be  read. 

H.  H« 


OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 

Parliament  will  be  opened  by  His  Majesty  the 
King  on  Tuesday,  February  7th. 

Mr.  T.  E.  Naylor,  M.P.,  presided  at  a  meeting  of 
the  London  Labour  Party,  at  which  the  complete 
programme  at  the  coming  London  County  Council 
elections  was  endorsed  by  resolutions  : — 

Breaking  up  of  the  Poor  Law. 

Abolition  of  Boards  of  Guardians,  Port  of  London 
Authority,  Metropohtan  Water  Board,  and  Con- 
servancy Board. 

Rating  of  land  values. 

Further  appUcation  of  the  principle  of  equalisa- 
tion of  London  rates. 

Powers  to  local  authorities  to  enter  remunerative 
enterprises. 

Building  schemes  and  slum  clearances. 

Public  ownersMp  of  motor  omnibuses  and  under- 
ground railways. 

Control  of  coal,  bread,  fish,  milk,  and  meat 
supplies,  pubHc  markets,  slaughter  houses,  and 
depots. 

Full  trade  union  rates  to  all  employees. 

PubUc  medical,  dental,  nursing,  and  midwifery 
services. 


Feminists  throughout  the  country  have  been  of 
the  opinion  that  there  should  be  more  women  in 
Parliament,  but  they  have  been  faced  by  the 
difficulty  that  women  who  would  make  good 
candidates  have  usually  little  or  no  private  means 
to  defray  the  expense  of  candidature. 


It  is  now  proposed,  owing  to  the  possibility  of 
a  General  Election,  to  form  a  committee  to  collect 
a  million-shilling  fund.  We  hope  the  candidates 
will  take  the  trouble  to  study  Women's  professional 
conditions,  and  not  class  them  in  legislative 
matters  "  with  children."  When  lobbying  for  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Bill — with  the  exception  of 
Mrs.  Ogilvie  Gordon — ^we  could  never  get  any  so- 
called  "  pubUc  women "  to  take  hold  of  the 
question,  whilst  men  grasped  the  significance  of 
organised  professional  education  and  legal  status 
for  trained  nurses  without  difficulty.  The  vanity 
of  the  average  woman  (as  was  proved  in  the  war) 
deludes  her  into  imagining  that  women  are  "  born  " 
nurses,  when  not  one  out  of  a  hundred  possesses 
either  the  character  or  psychology  to  succeed  in 
this  highly  skilled  and  self-denying  work. 


The  Carnegie  Heroes  Fund  Trustees  at  Dunferm- 
line have  awarded  a  medalhon  and  an  annuity  of 
;^ioo  to  Dr.  J.  Hall  Edwards,  of  Birmingham,  one 
of  the  pioneers  in  radiography. 

It  will  be  recalled  that,  as  a  result  of  X-ray 
experiments,  Dr.  Edwards  contracted  dermatitis, 
which  necessitated  the  amputation  of  his  left  hand 
and  forearm,  and  four  fingers  of  the  right  hand. 
Dr.  Edwards's  disability  began  within  a  few  months 
of  the  discovery  of  the  X-rays,  during  which  time 
he  was  experimenting  night  and  day.  In  spite  of 
his  injuries  he  is  still  practising  as  a  surgeon 
radiographer. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

A     PROUD    TITLE. 
To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam. — ]  received  last  week  my  Certifi- 
cate of  Registration  from  the  G.N.C.  of  England 
and  Wales  and  am  indeed  proud  to  be  the  possessor 
of  such  a  document,  and  to  know  that  I  am  now 
entitled  to  call  myself  a  "  Registered  Nurse."  I 
cannot  accept  this  valued  certificate  without 
sending  you  a  word  of  thanks  for  all  the  trouble 
you  have  taken  these  many  years  in  having  so 
patiently  plodded  on  in  trying  to  have  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Act  passed  in  Parliament.  You  have 
spared  yourself  no  trouble,  and,  I  fear,  have 
received  many  sharp  rebuffs,  but  patience  has  been 
rewarded  and  we  are  now  protected  by  law  against 
unfair  imitators.  , 

Once  again,  to  you,  and  to  those  who  have  so 
generously,  with  yourself,  fought  so  hard  to  help 
us    to    receive    this    proud    title    of    "  Registered 
Nurse,"  I  offer  my  deepest  thanks. 
Gratefully  yours, 

Eleanor  E.  Jarvis. 

Marina  Court, 
Bexhill-on-Sea. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Editor, — I  feel  I  must  write  and  tell  you 
I  have  received  the  Registration  Certificate  and 
how  pleased  I  am.  My  sister's  has  not  come  yet. 
We  both  thank  you  very  greatly  for  all  your  long 
years  of  work  to  get  legal  status  for  us.  I  am  glad 
I  came  under  your  influence  in  my  first  year's 
training.  ...  I  have  been  surprised  to  find 
nurses  holding  good  positions  still  hopelessly 
ignorant  on  the  subject.  They  rush  off  to  the 
^  "  College  "  and  say  one  is  part  of  the  other.  How 
greatly  they  must  be  misled  !  You  know  Sam 
Weller's  opinion  of  the  Law  ;  I  am  afraid  it  refers 
to  many  nurses.  I  shall,  as  always,  keep  in  touch 
with  nursing  through  the  B.J.N. 
Edith  E.  Please, 

"  Registered  Nurse." 
Betchworth  Cottage,    Dorking. 

TREATMENT    OF    HYPERPYREXIA. 
To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — I  was  much  interested  in  your 
correspondent's  letter  on  the  treatment  of  hyper- 
pjrrexia.  During  my  training  I  saw  two  cases  of 
rheumatic  fever  with  temperature  of  108  deg. 
treated  with  the  cold  bath  ;  one,  a  young  woman, 
had  also  endocarditis.'  In  neither  case  was  there 
any  sign  of  shock  5,nd  both  made  an  excellent 
recovery^  The  young  woman  afterwards  became 
a  wardmaid  in  the  hospital. 
Yours  truly, 

Constance  McCarthy. 

I,  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.C.4. 


KERNELS    FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Hospital  Etiquette. 

Poor  Law  Infirmary  Matron. — "  I  was'interested 
in  the  '  Echo '  re  the  Godstone  lady  Guardians 
visiting  the  nurses'  bed-rooms  '  without  knock- 
ing,' as  one  might  say.  The  mistake  was  doing 
so  in  violation  of  etiquette.  I  am  incUned  to 
agree  with  these  ladies  that,  a^  Guardians  of  a 
public  institution,  they  have  a  right  of  entry 
throughout  the  institution — but  as  they  have 
responsible  officials  in  control  of  departments, 
should  not  Guardians  conform  to  hospital  etiquette 
and  good  manners  ?  For  instance,  if  there  were 
no  women  on  the  Board,  no  one  would  approve 
of  male  Guardians  walking  in  and  out  of  the 
nurses'  bed-rooms  without  attendance.  Thus  it 
should  be  recognised  as  etiquette  for  Poor  Law 
Guardians  to  request  the  attendance  of  the 
Matron  when  it  is  their  duty  to  visit  the  resident 
quarters  of  officers — and  not  to  intrude  into  the 
wards  and  theatres  when  the  medical  staff  are 
attending  to  the  patients  without  their  consent. 
Surely  this  is  only  reasonable. 

"  In  this  connection  I  have  heard  of  the  Chairman 
of  an  important  Nursing  School  taking  visitors 
into  nurses'  bed-rooms  in  the  Nursing  Home, 
unaccompanied  by  a  woman  of&cial,  and  on  one 
occasion  advising  a  Sister  that  it  would  be  more 
economical  if  she  removed  her  cap  tails  before 
reclining  on  the  sofa  !  " 

The  First   Register. 

Registered  Nurse. — "  It  wiU  be  interesting  to  see, 
when  the  first  Register  is  pubHshed,  the  Schools 
from  which  the  nurses  have  availed  themselves  of 
the  privilege  of  registration.  At  my  old  Training 
School  all  the  nurses  are  holding  aloof  as  '  Matron 
does  not  believe  in  registration.'  These  young 
women  will  have  a  rude  awakening  after  the  term 
of  grace  has  expired.  At  a  leading  Poor  Law 
Infirmary  the  Matron  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
certificated  staff  have  registered,  encouraged  to 
do  so  by  the  progressive  Medical  Superintendent 
and  Board.  When  applying  for  a  post  lately  I 
asked  the  Matron  if  she  was  a  '  Registered  Nurse.' 
She  laughed  and  said  she  was  as  she  was  responsible 
for  superintending  the  training  of  nurses  for  the 
State  exam.,  and  didn't  consider  it  fair  for  them 
to  have  a  '  Gamp  '  at  their  head.  She  also  told 
me  she  intended  to  sign  '  Registered  Nurse  '  on 
certificates,  as  the  medical  lecturers  give  their 
qualifications.  This  shows  the  right  spirit.  The 
sort  of  woman  we  need  at  the  head  of  our  leading 
Training  Schools." 

OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

February  xith. — In  what  diseases  does  dropsy 
occur  ?  Mention  some  of  the  duties  a  nurse  may 
be  required  to  perform  in  the  management  of  a 
case  of  renal  dropsy  ? 

February  i8th. — For  what  complications  is 
Caesarian  Section  usually  performed  ?  What  would 
you  prepare  for  an  emergency  operation,  and 
what  are  the  dangers  to  be  guarded  against  ? 


We  regret  we  have  been  unable  to  award  a  prize  ■ 
this  week. 
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The   Midwife. 


MIDWIFERY    IN    IRELAND. 


A  public  meeting  for  midwives  and  other 
persons  interested,  has  been  arranged  by  the 
Irish  Nurses'  and  Midwives'  Union,  to  take  place 
in  the  Central  Halls,  Exchequer  Street,  Dublin, 
on  Wednesday,  February  8th,  at  4.30  p.m.  It  is 
hoped  that  there  will  be  a  large  attendance  at  this 
meeting,  as  subjects  of  great  importance  and 
public  interest  will  be  discussed.  The  following 
resolutions  will  be  brought  forward,  and  spoken 
to  by  well-known  speakers,  including  the  Hon. 
Albinia  Brodrick,  whose  name  is  so  well  known 
in  the  nursing  world  : — 

Resolutions. 

"  That  this  Union  urges  the  Central  Midwives' 
Board  for  Ireland,  to  increase  the  period  of 
training  for  midwives  to  twelve  months  instead  of 
the  present  six  months,  as  it  is  the  opinion  of 
recently  trained  midwives  themselves  that  the 
present  training  is  too  short." 

"  That  this  meeting  calls  upon  all  medical 
practitioners  and  other  persons  professionally 
connected  with  maternity  work  to  refuse  to 
accept  the  assistance  of  untrained  women  in 
maternity  cases,  when  trained  midwives  are 
available,  and  requests  them  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  prevent  such  '  handywomen '  being 
employed  by  patients." 

"  That,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Midwives' 
Act  of  191 8  is  likely  to  be  strictly  enforced  in 
Ireland  in  the  near  future,  which  will  mean 
constant  inspection  and  supervision,  it  will  be 
more  than  ever  necessary  that  certified  midwives 
should  have  the  protection  of  an  organisation 
specially  qualified  to  deal  with  their  technical 
professional  affairs.  We  also  consider  that  the 
inspectors  appointed  under  the  Act  should  be 
trained  midwives  themselves,  as  it  is  very  neces- 
sary that  women  should  be  employed  for  this 
work." 

"  That  we  call  upon  the  Local  Government 
Department  and  all  public  authorities  to  afford 
recognition  to  the  Irish  Nurses'  and  Midwives' 
Union  as  the  organisation  from  which  applicants 
for  vacant  posts  under  their  direction  should  be 
sought,  as  this  Union  is  the  only  Trade  Union 
for  nurses  and  midwives  in  Ireland,  and  represents 
a  large  body  of  Irish  women  who  are  anxious  to 
earn  their  living  at  their  own  profession  in  their 
own  country." 

The  practices  of  untrained  women  on  maternity 
cases  are  still  very  common  in  Ireland,  not  only  in 
the  remote  country  districts,  but  even  in  the 
heart  of  the  city  of  Dublin  itself,  and  it  is  very 
necessary  for  the  future  health  and  well-being  of 
the  Irish  race  that  the  evils  resulting  from  these 
practices  should  be  more  widely  known.  We 
think  that  other  countries  are  more  up  to    date 


in  these  matters  than  is  Ireland,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  this  meeting  will  do  something  towards 
rousing  public  opinion  on  the  question. 

We  congratulate  the  Union  on  urging  upon  the 
authorities  the  necessity  for  an  extension  of 
training  from  six  to  twelve  months  for  Certified 
Midwives.  The  same  reform  is  also  needed  in 
Great  Britain. 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES'  BOARD. 


MONTHLY  MEETINQ. 

A  meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives'  Board  was 
held  at  the  Board  Room,  i.  Queen  Anne's  Gate 
Buildings,  Westminster,  on  Thursday,  January 
26th,   Sir  Francis  Champneys  presiding. 

The  correspondence  included  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  ttie  Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute 
for  Nurses,  informing  the  Board  that  Miss  RosaUnd 
Paget  has  been  re-appointed  as  the  representative 
of  the  Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses 
on  the  Central  Midwives'  Board  for  one  year 
ensuing   April    ist    next. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  H.  O.  Stutchbury, 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  suggesting  a  Conference 
between  some  of  the  members  and  the  Ministry  of 
Health  on  the  subject  of  the  administration  of 
drugs  by  midwives. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Fairbairn, 
Miss  Paget,  and  Miss  Haydon  represent  the 
Board  at  a  Conference  with  the  Ministry  of  Health 
on  the  subject  of  the  administration  of  drugs  by 
midwives. 

A  letter  was  received  (i)  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Association  of  County  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
forwarding  a  copy  of  a  Resolution  on  the  question 
of  the  administration  of  drugs  by  midwives  passed 
by  that  Association  :  "  It  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Association  that  opium  and  similar  dangerous 
drugs  should  not  be  given  by  midwives  except  under 
medical  supervision." 

It  was  agreed  that  a  copy  of  the  Resolution  on 
the  question  of  the  administration  of  drugs  by 
midwives  passed  by  the  Board  at  its  meeting  held 
on  November  17th,  1921,  be  forwarded  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Association  of  County  Medical 
Officers  of  Health. 

(2)  A  letter  from  the  Town  Clerk,  forwarding  a 
Resolution  in  a  similar  sense  passed  by  the  Hull 
City  Council,  and  expressing  the  opinion  that  the 
authority  of  the  Secretary  of  State  which  perrnits 
midwives  to  carry  and  administer  drugs  containing 
opium  should  be  revoked  ;  and  (3)  a  letter  on 
the  same  subject  from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Birming- 
ham were   also    considered. 

The  Board's  Resolution  of  November  17th, 
1 92 1,  was  forwarded  to  each  of  these  authorities. 

(To  be  concluded.) 
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EDITORIAL. 


"  WHERE  THERE    IS  NO   VISION,  THE 
PEOPLE    PERISH." 

When  that  wise  man  of  the  Ancient  World 
uttered  these  uplifting  and  inspiring-  words  it 
was  in  the  spirit  of  prophecy  and  meant  for 
all  time.  The  appeal  to  the  human  heart  is 
•strong-.  We  are  living  at  the  present  time  in 
.a  very  materialistic  world ;  selfishness  and  self- 
seeking  are  so  abundant,  and  so  obvious,  that 
it  would  be  folly  to  deny  their  existence.  It  is 
sadder  than  the  war,  because  the  most  sublime 
heroism  and  self-forgetfulness  were  com- 
mingled all  the  time  with  the  Great  Sorrow, 
and  were  a  soothing  palliative.  But  now ! 
Where  is  all  that  spiritual  beauty?  Life  seems 
largely  shorn  of  it.  When  one  hears  of  such 
a  remark  as  the  following,  uttered  by  a  woman 
{who,  maybe,  has  done  some  kind  of  useful 
war  work  in  the  past),  one  holds  one's  breath, 
and  asks  oneself,  What  has  happened  to  old 
England?  Can  it  be  the  same  country  of 
great  traditions,  where  Florence;  Nightingale, 
Josephine  Butler,  Mary  CarpKinter,  and  many 
other  great  women,  lived  and  spent  themselves 
for  others? 

"  /  have  brought  my  selfishness  to  such  a 
-point  that  it  has  become  an  art ;  I  now  care  jot 
nobody  but  myself." 

Have  we  of  the  Nursing  Profession  a  vision? 
It  is  generally  admitted  that  Nursing  the  Sick 
is  the  highest  calling  of  a  woman.  There  is 
nothing  the  matter  with  the  calling,  but  what 
about  the  woman?  Has  she  too  become 
tainted  with  the  prevalent  materialistic  poison, 
w^hich  seems  to  be,  in  some  unaccountable 
way,  the  aftermath  of  the  war?  Listen  to 
what  she  says,  with  resentment  in  her  loud 
voice,  as  she  seats  herself  at  the  breakfast 
table,  without  a  spark  of  conscious  shame  : 
"  /  have  had  an  awful  case,  a  most  awful  case ; 
no  time  off  at  all!  "  Would  you  like  to  be 
nursed  by  a  woman  like  that?  Who  trained 
her?  Who  selected  her  for  training?  What 
was  the  influence  of  her  Matron?  Was  she  a 
woman  without  a  vision — the  vision  of  truth, 
uprightness,  and  the  "  fire  of  love  "?     We  all 


know,  and  have  known,  of  Matrons  who  have 
been,  and  are,  great  ornaments  to  the  Nursing 
Profession — women  with  a  vision,  with  a  high 
sense  of  their  responsibility  on  the  moral  side, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  professional.  The  need 
is  that  they  should  all  reach  that  standard. 
The  present  position  is  this  :  after  thirty  years 
of  the  most  strenuous  labour,  against  con- 
tinuous opposition,  by  a  minority  of  women 
led  by  one  of  unconquerable  courage,  the  great 
reform  of  State  Registration  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment is  now  an  accomplished  fact,  by 
which  the  Nursing  Profession  has  been  raised 
to  the  dignified  position  it  now  occupies.  The 
characteristics  that  went  to  that  achievement 
were  moral  as  well  as  mental.  Courage,  will- 
power, self-forgetfulness,  disinterestedness, 
and  farseeingness,  whichi  gave  a  vision  of  pos- 
terity and  a  genuine  desire  to  p>rovide  for 
their  needs.  It  is  the  perpetuity  of  those 
qualities,  combined  with  the  requisite  intelli- 
gence and  capacity,  which  will  make  the  pro- 
fession great ;  in  other  words — character. 

"  I  sent  my  soul  into  the  Invisible, 
Some  token  of  the  After-life  to  spell. 
By  and  by  my  soul  returned  to  me, 
And  answered  :  I  myself  am  heaven  or  hell." 

I — myself — am — ^heaven — or  hell. 

To  make  ourselves  worthy  of  our  great  pro- 
fession, and  the  position  in  it  which  has  been 
fought  for  and  won  for  us,  must  be  our  con- 
stant aspiration  now.  We  must  ever  progress, 
'■*  march  breast  forward,"  and  never  lose  the 
vision  of  our  ideal.  There  must  be  no  sliding 
back  by  the  slippery  path  of  apathy,  no  stagna- 
tion ;  we  must  keep  the  flag  flying  and  untar- 
nished ;  there  must  *  be  no  blot  on  the 
Escutcheon.  With  apologies  to  Charles 
Mackay,  I  present  his  poem  as  a  parable,  and 
ask  my  fellow-nurses  to  which  type  does  the 
Nursing  Profession  belong,  in  this  year  of 
grace  : — 

The  Retrograde. 

There  are  three  preachers  ever  preadhiing, 
Each  with  eloquence  and  power; 
One  is  old  with  locks  of  white, 
Skinny  as  an  anchorite, 
And  he  preaches  every  hour, 


So 
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With  a  shrill  fanatic's  voice, 

And  a  bigot's  fiery  scorn  : 

"  Backward,  ye  Presumptuous  Nations, 

Back,  he  humble  and  obey,^'  &c. 

The  Stagnant. 
The  second  is  a  milder  preacher, 
Soft  he  speaks  as  if  he  sang, 
And  his  words,  as  from  a  book, 
Issue  glibly  from  his  tongue ; 
High  he  raised  his  fair  white  hand 
With  an  air  of  self-conceit  : 
"  Stand  ye  still,  ye  restless  Nations, 
And  be  quiet  all  ye  lands; 
Earth  was  made  by  God  our  Father, 
And  to  meddle  is  to  mar; 
Change  is  rash  and  ever  was  so, 
We  are  happy  as  we  are." 

The  Progressive. 

The  third  he  is  a  mighty  preacher, 
Genius  flashes  from  his  eye, 
And  the  crowd  that  hear  his  voice. 
Give  him — ^while  their  souls  rejoice — 
Throbbing  bosoms  for  reply  : 
"Standing  still  is  childish  folly. 
Going  backward  is  a  crime. 
Onward!  ye  deluded  Nations, 
Onward  I    Keep  the  march  of  time." 

Beatrice  Kent. 


OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


IN  WHAT  DISEASES  DOES  DROPSY  OCCUR  ?     MENTION 

SOME  OP  THE  DUTIES  A  NURSE    MAY    BE    REQUIRED 

TO  PERFORM   IN   THB    MANAGEMENT   OP  A  CASE   OP 

RENAL    DROPSY. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  E.  A.  Noblett,  London  Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital,  Great  Ormond  Street,  W.C.i. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Dropsy. — ^The  characteristic  appearance  of 
dropsy  is  a  puffy,  colourless  swelling-  which  pits 
on  pressure.  That  is  to  say,  if  the  finger  is 
pressed  over  the  surfa-ce  a  depression  is  made 
which  persists  for  an  appreciable  time.  The 
skin  has  a  waxy  hue,  and,  when  the  dropsy  is 
excessive,  a  stretched,  sbiny  appearance. 

Dropsy  is  due  to  some  abnormal  change  in 
the  blood-vessel  walls,  along^  with  an  increase 
of  pressure  within  the  vessels,  and  sometimes 
an  altered  composition  of  the  blood.  These 
conditions  are  to  be  found  as  the  result  of  in- 
flammation, vasoi-motor  paralysis,  or  obstruc- 
tion. The  most  common  conditions  associated 
with  dropsy  are  nephritis,  chronic  valvular 
heart  disease,  and  anaemia.  A  local  dropsy, 
i.e.,  confined  to  one  limb,  is  most  commonly  the 
result  of  a  thrombus.  It  may  also  be  produced 
by   any    condition   causing"  pressure,    such    as 


a  tumour,  or  prolong-ed  mechanical  constriction 
as  in  tig^ht  bandag-ing-. 

The  term  dropsy  is  also  used  for  accumula- 
tions of  fluid  in  the  cavities  of  the  body,  as,  for 
example,  the  pericardium  or  the  abdomen.  The 
fluid  is  confined  to  the  cavity  and  does  not  in- 
filtrate the  tissues  in  the  vicinity.  Fluid  in  the 
abdomen  is  called  "ascites";  a  condition  of 
g-eneral  dropsy   is  c^led   ' '  anasarca. ' ' 

In  heart  disease  the  dropsy  first  appears 
about  the  feet  and  ankles  and  gradually 
ascends.  The  dropsy  of  anaemia  is  usually  con- 
fined to  d.  puffiness  of  the  feet  and  ankles,  ob- 
served at  the  end  of  the  day  and  improved  by 
the  nig-ht's  rest.  The  dropsy  in  nephritis  first 
appears  about  the  eyes,  and  is  most  noticeable 
on  first  waking-,  and  on  the  side  on  which  the 
patient  has  been  lying*. 

The  treatment  of  renal  dropsy  is  absolute 
rest  in  bed,  the  patient  being-  laid  between 
blankets — this  ensures  warmth.  The  diet 
should,  if  possible,  be  of  milk  only,  so  that  the 
inflamed  kidneys  are  relieved  from  the  work  of 
excretion  as  far  as  may  be.  Nitrog-enous  ex- 
tractives are  hig-hly  irritating-  to  an  inflamed 
kidney,  hence  the  necessity  of  diminishing-  the 
quantity  of  proteids  taken  and  of  withholding- 
such  preparations  as  beef  tea. 

The  skin  being-  an  excretory  org-an,  in  cases 
of  excessive  dropsy  the  patient  may  be  ordered 
hot  packs,  hot-air  or  vapour  baths.  The  patient 
is  pl'aoed  between  blankets,  the  upper ,  ones 
being-  raised  by  a  cradle  and  secured  round  the 
neck  and  at  the  bottom  of  the  bed — at  the  latter 
point  steam  is  introduced.  The  patient  usually 
remains  in  the  bath  for  twenty  minutes,  at  the 
end  of  which  time  the  source  of  heat  is  re- 
moved and  he  is  left  for  an  hour  or  two  to 
sweat  between  the  blankets. 

Pilocarpine  (subcutaneous  injections.)  is 
another  means  of  promoting-  perspiration,  but 
this  is  only  given  if  there  is  no  oedema  of  the 
lung-s  and  the  bronchioles  are  free.  The  fluid 
may  also  be  drawn  off  from  the  leg-s  by 
Southey's  tubes,  or  from  the  internal  cavities 
by  tapping-.     The  diet  is  deprived  of  salt. 

In  uraemia,  chloroform  inhalations  may  be 
ordered  to  control  the  convulsions,  but  these 
are  g-iven  by  the  medical  man  in  attendance; 
he  alsoi  may  do  venesection — withdrawing-  about 
five  to  ten  ounces  of  blood  from  a  vein  in  the 
arm. 

If  the  pain  in  the  back  is  very  severe,  poul- 
ticing- and  dry-cupping-  are  sometimes  ordered. 

In  conditions  of  extensive  dropsy,  saline  pur- 
gatives are  frequently  ordered  in  strongly  con- 
centrated solutions.  Compound  jalap  powder 
is  another  purg-ative  sometimes  ordered. 
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HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following-  competitors  receive  honourable 
mention  : — Miss  A.  C.  Knig^ht,  Miss  H.  Ballard, 
Miss  M.  Robinson,  Miss  B.  James. 

QUESTION  FOR    NEXT   WEEK. 

For  what  complications  is  Caesarian  section 
usually  j>erformed?  What  would  you  prepare 
for  an  emergency  operation,  and  what  are  the 
dang-ers  to  be  guarded  ag^ainst? 


NURSING    ECHOES. 

Readers  of  this  professional  paper  will  note 
with  the  greatest  relief  and  satisfaction  that 
at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  on  February  3rd  a  Resolution  was 
unanimously  agreed  and  adopted,  proposed  by 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  and  seconded  by  Miss 
Maude  MacCallum,  substituting  an  amended 
First  Schedule  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Minister  of  Health.  This  Schedule  provides, 
under  the  heading  of  Qualifications,  of  each 
nurse  admitted  to  the  Register  that  the  certi- 
ficate of  training,  if  any,  shall  appear,  together 
with  the  dates  of  obtaining  such  qualification, 
and  the  hospital,  or  hospitals,  in  which  such 
qualifying  training  has  been  received. 

It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  Minister  of 
Health  will  agree  to  sign  the  amended  Rule, 
and  thus  enable  thousands  of  nurses,  who  were 
otherwise  determined  not  to  place  their  names 
on  the  State  Register,  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  benefits  conferred  by  the  Nurses'  Registra- 
tion Act. 


We  hope  to  have  quite  a  little  gathering  of 
Delegates  of  the  National  Council  of  Trained 
Nurses  at  431,  Oxford  Street,  on  Saturday, 
February  nth.  Tea  will  be  at  4  p.m.  It  is 
nice  to  know  three  new  organisations  are 
applying  for  affiliation.  It  is  important  that 
the  younger  generation  of  nurses  should  in- 
terest themselves  in  international  nursing 
affairs.  So  many  of  the  splendid  pioneers, 
headed  by  Miss  Isla  Stewart,  Mrs.  Hampton 
Robb,  Miss  Delano,  and  Miss  Lanschot- 
Hubrecht,  have  passed  away,  and  leaders  who 
have  outlived  them  are  well  into  the  sixties 
and  deserve  a  little  rest,  so  please  come  for- 
ward, young  people,  and  keep  the  ball  rolling. 


The  question  of  the  adequacy  of  the  nursing 
staffs  of  Poor  Law  infirmaries  is  one  of  vital 
interest  to  the  patients,  it  is  also  of  supreme 
importance  to  the  nurses,  and  the  following 
case  is  of  interest  in  this  connection  : — 

At  an  inquest,  on  February  2nd,  on  a  patient 


who  died  in  the  NoiVich  Poor  Law  Infirmary, 
after  the  amputation  of  a  leg  affected  by  a 
malignant  growth,  the  deceased  man's  brother 
said  he  thought  it  strange  that  his  brother  was 
lying  seriously  ill  in  the  institution  for  a  fort- 
night, and  that  he  was  only  notified  three  hours 
before  the  operation  took  place. 

The  Resident  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  I.  Barclay, 
gave  evidence  that  he  signed  the  sick  notice  to 
be  sent  to  the  patient's  relations  three  days 
ibefore  the  operation.  The  trouble  was  the  in- 
sufficiency orf  the  nursing  staff.  He  believed 
the  reason  why  the  notice  was  not  sent  from 
Saturday  to  Tuesday  was  because  the  nurses 
were  overworked. 

The  Sister-in-Charge  of  the  ward  to  which 
the  patient  was  returned  after  his  operation 
was  responsible  for  124  cases.  The  man  had 
to  be  left  for  five  minutes  while  the  nurse 
attended  to  another  patient.  The  Sister  and 
two  junior  probationers  constituted  the  nursing 
staff  of  the  entire  male  hospital  at  the  time. 
Dr.  Barclay  said  :  **  I  have  complained  to  the 
Guardians  over  and  over  again.  It  is  wonder- 
ful that  there  has  been  no  catastrophe  before. ' ' 

In  reply  to  a  question  from  the  Coroner,  the 
doctor  replied  that  the  man  should  not  have 
been  left  for  a  moment  for  at  least  an  hour  and 
a  half  after  returning  to  the  ward.  The  Sister 
did  more  than  could  be  expected  of  her  with 
the  staff  at  her  disposal. 

The  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  disagreed  with 
the  doctor's  views,  and  stated  that,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  they  were  overstaffed  with  nurses. 

The  Coroner  said  that  according  to  the  evi- 
dence the  infirmary  was  not  sufficiently  staffed, 
and  he  must  recommend  the  Guardians  to  see 
into  the  matter. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "  Death  from 
ca rdiac  failure  following  opyeration. ' ' 


With  the  Coroner,  we  recommend  the  Guar- 
dians to  see  into  the  matter.  What  time  can 
the  probationers  in  an  institution  so  under- 
staffed have  to  study  the  principles  underlying 
their  profession,  or  to  come  up  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  General  Nursing  Council  ?  More- 
over, the  Guardians  cannot  expect  to  attract 
keen  probationers,  ambitious  to  be  legally 
registered,  when  there  can  be  no  time  for  them 
either  to  be  taught  or  to  study.  Presumably 
this  is  the  type  of  Guardian  who  objects  to  the 
Syllabus  of  Training  defined  by  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  and  thinks  it  impracticable. 


The  Lancet  has  an  interesting  note  on  the 
Conference  on  Lunacy  Administration  held  in 
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the  L.C.C.  building-,  Spring-  Gardens,  S.W., 
on  January  19th  and  20th,  and  attended  by  the 
Chairmen  of  the  Visiting-  Committees  and 
Medical  Superintendents  of  the  Mental 
Hospitals  in  Engfland  and  Wales,  and  of 
deleig^ates  from  the  reg-istered  hospitals  and  the 
largre  licensed  houses.  There  is  the  following 
reference  to  Nursing  Homes  and  qualifications  : 
"  With,  reference  to  the  nurses,  the  discus- 
sion was  in  the  first  place  ruled  out  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Alderman  McTag-art,  who  stated 
that  the  question  of  hours  and  the  qualifications 
of  nurses  was  under  consideration  by  a  concilia- 
tion committee,  and  that  any  discussion  on  the 
subject  mig^ht  prejudice  the  issue.  At  a  later 
meeting-  of  the  conference  the  matter  was  re- 
opened; several  speakers  objected  to  matters 
of  this  kind  being-  settled  by  the  Mental  Hos^- 
pitals  Association,  and  asked  that  the  confer- 
ence should  be  fully  informed  as  to  what  was 
proposed.  It  was,  however,  too  late  for  any 
proper  discussion  of  this  important  question. 
Dr.  Wolseley  Lewis  spoke  as  to  the  extreme 
importance  of  effective  training-,  and  said  that 
mental  nursing-  was  one  of  the  highest,  if  not 
the  hiig-hest,  branch,  of  the  nursing-  profession, 
and  that  mental  nurses  appeared  to  be  inade- 
quately represented  on  the  General  Nursing 
Council.  Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  referred  to  the 
work  of  the  Medico-Psycholog-ical  Association 
in  the  past,  and  said  that  it  was  proposed  by 
the  General  Nursing-  Council  to  continue  on  the 
same  gfeneral  lines  in  the  future.  He  spoke  of 
the  importance  of  visiting-  committees  taking 
a  g-reater  interest  in  the  work  of  the  g-eneral 
nuirsingf  staff,  and  the  need  for  improvement  of 
the  g-eneral  conditions  of  service;  mental 
nurses,  he  added,  deserved  a  g-reater  recog-ni- 
tion  for  their  services  to  the  community  than 
they  hadi  hitherto  received." 

A  meeting  of  the  House-to-House  Collection 
Committee  was  recently  held  at  the  Nurses' 
Home,  334,  Glossop  Road,  Sheffield,  when  it 
was  announced  that  the  collection  recently 
made  throughout  the  city  realised  a  sum  of 
over  ;^8c)o.  This  sum  will  go  a  long  way 
towards  meeting  last  year's  deficiency  in  the 
Association's  accounts,  which  amounted  to 
_;^i,ooi  13s.  I  id. 

The  result  of  the  collection  was  considered 
most  satisfactory,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  to  Miss  Gertrude  Wood  (who  again 
aicted  as  honorary  secretary  of  the  movement), 
to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Association  (Miss 
Hancox)  and  the  nurses,  and  to  all  other 
helpers  for  their  efforts,  resulting,  as  they  did, 
in  such  a  splendid  response  by  the  public. 


LEAGUE   NEWS. 


The  London  Temperance  Hospital  Nurses' 
League. 
We  are  asked  by  Miss  Kathleen  A.  Smith,  R.R.C., 
Matron  of  the  London  Temperance  Hospital, 
Hampstead  Road,  N.W.,  to  say  that  she  is  anxious 
to  get  into  touch  Avith  all  nurses  holding  the 
certificate  of  the  hospital,  and  hopes  that  they  will 
apply  for  membership  of  the  Nurses'  League  re- 
cently formed  at  the  L.T.H.  There  is  no  greater 
bond  of  union  between  the  past  and  present  nurses 
of  hospitals  than  their  League  Meetings,  the  pro- 
fessional usefulness  of  which  is  undoubted,  while 
the  social  side  adds  greatly  to  the  pleasure  of  life. 
Will  London  Temperance  Hospital  Nurses  note 
this  request  and  communicate  with  Miss  Smith 
forthwith  ? 


The  Queen's  Hospital  Nurses'  League  Magazine 
(Birmingham),  which  was  issued  intermittently 
during  the  war,  on  account  of  the  prohibitive  cost 
of  printing  and  paper,  is  now  being  published  again 
twice  a  year.  It  is  admirably  printed  and  alto- 
gether well  produced,  and  we  are  glad  to  see  its 
blue  cover,  with  black  lettering,  once  again. 

The  hospital,  as  many  of  our  readers  know,  has 
an  open  air  ward  on  the  roof.  We  report  a  letter 
from  one  anxious  mother  : — 

Dear  Matrom,- — -I  hope  you  don't  give  my 


open  air  treatment,  a.s  he  his  a  very  nash  child  always 
used  to  being  in  the  house  with  his  mar  :  he  has  had  a 
very  trying  year  what  with  measels  and  then  bronchitus 
and  was  only  just  recovered  from  whooping  cough. 
I  think  the  wards  are  quite  cold  enough  for  him  you 
will  see  a  great  change  in  him  when  you  can  allow  him 
plenty  to  eat,  hoping  you  don't  give  him  open  air  as 
I  think  it  would  be  too  bleaching. 

The  Queen's  Hospital  Nurses'  League  is  flourish- 
ing, and  an  excellent  practical  bit  of  work  it  has 
done  may  be  commended  to  other  Leagues.  In 
1 91 8  a  Queen's  Hospital  Nursing  Reserve  was 
formed  of  retired  members  living  in  the  neighbour- 
hood who  would  be  willing  to  help  in  the  hospital 
for  whole  or  part  time  in  the  event  of  an  epidemic 
among  the  resident  nursing  staff.  There  are  at 
present  18  members. 

NUR5ES'    MISSIONARY    LEAGUE. 

A  meeting  of  the  Nurses'  Missionary  League,  to 
be  addressed  by  Miss  Harrower,  will  be  held  in  the 
Nurses'  Home  of  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary  at 
8  p.m.  on  Friday,  February  17th. 

All  Nurses  interested  in  Missionary  work  residing 
in  Glasgow  or  the  neighbourhood  are  cordially- 
invited  to  be  present. 

Tea  and  coffee. 

NATIONAL     UNION    OF    TRAINED    NURSES. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  London  Branch 
will  be  held  at  4  o'clock  on  Saturday,  i8th  inst., 
and  a  general  meeting  of  members  at  5  o'clock, 
at. the  Midwives'  Institute,  12,  Buckingham  Street, 
Strand,  W.C.2.     Tea,  4.30  p.m. 


February  ii,  1922      j^iyc  Brltl0b  Soumal  of  'Wur^ina. 


% 


THE  GENERAL  NURSINQ  COUNCIL  FOR 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


The  Twentieth  Meeting  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales  (the  adjourned 
January  Meeting)  was  held  at  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  Whitehall,  S.W.,  on  Friday,  February  3rd, 
at  2  p.m..  Sir  Wilmot  Herringham,  K.C.M.G., 
C.B..  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  in  the  Chair. 

The  Minutes  of  the  meeting  on  November  i8th, 
1 92 1,  were  approved  and  signed. 

Correspondence. 

Letters  of  regret  at  inabiUty  to  be  present  were 
received  from  Miss  Sparshott,  Miss  Coulton,  and 
Miss  Seymour  Yapp.  Otherwise  the  whole  Council 
reassembled. 

Record  of  Certificates  on  Register. 

The  Chairman  reported  that  five  letters  from 
various  bodies  had  been  received  concerning  the 
insertion  on  the  Register  of  the  record  of  nurses' 
certificates,  enclosing  the  following  Resolutions  : — 

From  the  Central  Committee  for  the  State  Regis- 
tration of  Nurses. 

The  following  series  of  Resolutions  adopted  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Cential  Committee  for  the  State 
Registration  of  Nurses  on  November  29th. 
Resolution  I. 

That  this  meeting  has  learnt  with  the  greatest 
indignation  that  it  has  been  proposed,  by  members 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and 
Wales,  to  publish  the  State  Register  of  Nurses  without 
recording  the  certificates  of  proficiency  awarded  to 
trained  nurses. 

This  omission  would  not  only  be  a  most  serious 
professional  and  economic  damage  to  certificated 
nurses  who  are  admitted  to  the  Register  upon  the 
qualification  of  their  certificates,  but  would  mislead 
the  public  and  the  medical  profession  as  to  the  pro- 
fessional status  and  efficiency  of  such  nurses. 
Resolution  II. 
•  That  this  meeting  has  learnt  with  relief  tha'c  the 

Minister  of  Health  has  communicated  to  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales  the  method 
by  which  this  injustice  may  be  avoided,  and  it  earnestly 
pleads  that  the  Minister  of  Health  will  agree  to  an 
addition  to  the  First  Schedule  in  the  Rules,  to  provide 
for  the  inclusion  of  the  record  of  nurses'  certificates. 

Resolution  III. 
That  a  Sub-Committee  be  appointed  to  draft  a 
Statement  to  place  the  whole  case  before  the  Minister 
of  Health,  and  to  explain  the  serious  consequences 
to  the  nurses  if  their  certificates  are  not  recorded,  in 
the  Qualification  Column,  upon  the  State  Register, 
and  that  the  Minister  of  Health  be  asked  to  receive  a 
Deputation  from  the  Central  Committee  in  support 
of  the  Statement. 

From  the  Registered  Nurses'  Society. 

The  Committee  of  the  Registered  Nurses'  Society, 
a  Co-operation  of  Trained,  and  Certificated  Nurses 
who  have  passed  through  three  years'  hospital  training, 
have  learnt  that  a  proposal  has  been  made,  in  the 
General  Nursing  Council,  to  omit  the  record  of  the 


certificates  of  proficiency  of  trciined  nurses  in  the 
Register  to  be  published  under  the  authority  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Nurses,  such  action  would  be 
most  damaging  to  their  professional  and  economic 
standing,  and  the  State  Register  rendered  useless  to 
the  medical  profession  and  to  the  pubhc. 

This  ill-advised  proposal  has  aroused  a  deep  sense 
of  injury  and  distrust  in  the  minds  of  the  members 
of  this  Staff,  and  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee 
it  is  of  urgent  importance  that  a  guarantee  should  be 
given  that  such  injury  is  not  contemplated  if  certificated 
Nurses  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  State 
Registration. 

From  the  League  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital 
Nurses. 

That  this  meeting  of  the  League  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital  Nurses  (which  comprises  over  1,000  certificated 
nurses)  desires  to  express  its  conviction  (i)  that  certifi- 
cates, whenever  held,  should  be  recorded  upon  the  State 
Register  of  Nurses  if  the  Register  is  to  be  of  public 
utility,  and  of  any  value  to  the  nursing  and  medical 
professions  ;  (2)  that  it  would  be  detrimental  to  the 
professional  and  economic  interests  of  the  nurses  to 
deprive  them  of  the  evidence  of  their  proficiency,  and 
that  the  omission  of  this  record  would  inevitably 
alienate  the  support  of  numbers  of  certificated  nurses, 
upon  whose  co-operation  the  success  of  the  Register 
mainly  depends. 

From  the  Bradford  Royal  Infirmary  Nurses'  League. 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Bradford 
Royal  Infirmary  Nurses'  League,  with  a  membership 
of  200  certificated  nurses,  considers  it  essential  to  the 
professional  status  of  the  majority  of  "  Existing 
Nurses"  that  the  word  "certificated"  be  entered 
on  the  State  Register  against  the  names  of  nurses 
holding  certificates,  and  urges  that  the  necessary 
steps  be  taken  to  make  this  possible. 

The  Governors  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. 

A  letter  received  from  the  Governors  of  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital  stated  that  the  Governors 
' '  are  entirely  in  sympathy  with  the  views  expressed 
by  their  nurses." 

The  Syllabus  of  Nursing  Education. 

Letters  were  received  : 

(i)  From  the  British  Hospitals  Association, 
regretting  that  although  the  Syllabus  had  been 
adopted  by  the  General  Nursing  Council,  the 
hospitals,  as  a  whole,  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
of  expressing  an  opinion  upon  it. 

(2)  From  the  North-Eastern  Regional  Committee 
of  the  British  Hospitals  Association,  stating  that 
a  meeting  of  the  Committee  held  at  Darlington 
was  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  Syllabus 
was  much  too  elaborate,  that  the  smaller  hospitals 
could  not  conform  to  it,  that  the  hospitals  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  an  opinion 
upon  it,  and  that  the  enforcement  of  the  Syllabus 
should  be  deferred  for  a  year. 

(3)  From  the  Clerk  to  the  Tynemouth  Union, 
expressing  the  view  of  the  Conference  of  repre- 
sent itives  of  Poor^Law  Training  Schools  that,  while 
the  Syllabus  was  ideal,  it  was  impracticable  at 
the  present  time,  and  that  the  Council  should 
modify  it ;  and  that,  in  view  of  the  inevitable 
delay  in  the  adoption  of  the  Syllabus,  the  Council 
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should  be  urged  to  defer  the  State  Examination 
until  1925. 

The  next  letter  was  from  the  Poor-Law  Union, 
Leytonstone,  the  Guardians  of  which  stated  that 
they  had  had  the  Syllabus  under  consideration  and 
had  accepted  it,  and  that  they  strongly  objected 
to  any  curtailment. 

A  letter  was  also  received  from  the  Chartered 
Society  of  Massage  and  Medical  Gymnastics,  saying 
that  its  Council  would  be  glad  to  have  an  assurance,  in 
the  interests  of  its  members,  that  it  is  not  intended, 
by  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and 
Wales,  to  teach  massage.  On  page  7  of  its  Sylla- 
bus massage  was  included  in  the  subjects  required 
of  candidates,  and  members  of  the  Society  in 
some  hospitals  were  being  asked  to  give  twelve 
lectures  on  this  subject.  If  it  were  only  intended 
that  some  lectures  affording  an  insight  into  the 
theory  underlying  the  practice  of  massage  should 
be  given,  and  not  practical  instruction,  the  Society 
expressed  the  opinion  that  a  definite  statement 
should  be  made  on  this  subject. 

The  letters,  on  the  motion  of  the  Chairman,  were 
referred  to  the  Education  Committee. 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  the  late  Chairman. 

The  Chairman  then  said  he  had  been  asked 
to  give  Sir  Jenner  Verrall  an  opportunity  of 
m.oving  a  Resolution  not  upon  the  Agenda. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  said  he  desired  to  move 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  their  late  Chairman,  and  it 
was  a  great  pleasure  to  do  so  for  three  reasons  ; 
it  was  abundantly  deserved,  he  was  sure  the 
Council  would  receive  it  with  acclamation,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  be  unanimous. 

In  all  pubhc  bodies  there  must  at  times  be  acute 
differences  of  opinion,  which  might  be  forcible 
and  irritating,  but  all  public  bodies  were  ready 
to  express  their  approval  of  good  work.  Before 
they  resumed  business  under  the  new  Chairman, 
he  thought  they  should  acknowledge  Mr.  Priestley's 
services.  He  had  desired  to  be  guided  by  strict 
justice  and  impartiaUty,  and  in  season  and  out 
of  season,  at  meetings  of  the  Council,  of  committees, 
and  in  individual  work,  he  had  been  at  the  service 
of  the  Council.  As  a  new  Body  they  had  had  to 
draw  up  Rules  under  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Act  for  the  formation  of  the  Register,  for  the 
Conditions  of  Admission  to  the  Register,  the 
Syllabus  of  training,  the  Conditions  of  Examina- 
tion, and  other  details,  as  well  as  the  Rules  govern- 
ing their  own  procedure.  In  carrying  out  these 
duties  Mr.  Priestley's  legal  knowledge  had  been 
of  great  value  to  the  Council. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  then  moved  the  following 
Resolution  : — 

Resolution. 

Upon  the  resignation  of  the  Chairman,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Priestley,  K.C.,  the  Council  records  its  great  regret, 
and  its  appreciation  of  his  devotion  to  the  work,  and 
his  unfailing  courtesy  in  the  conduct  of  business. 

In  drafting  Rules  for  the  Registration  of  Nurses 
and  for  the  Council  procedure,  his  advice  has  been 
invaluable  and  the  warmest  thanks  are  hereby  tendered 
to  him. 


Miss  Lloyd  Still  .  said  that  .to  her  had  fallen 
the  honour,  as  a  member  of  the  Nursing  Profession, 
of  seconding  the  Resolution.  The  Council  had 
received  much  help  from  Mr.  Priestley  in  carrying 
out  its  work. 

The  Resolution  was  then  put  to  the  meeting 
and  carried  nem.  con. 

Report  of  Finance  Committee. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  then  moved  that  his  Report 
be  received.  It  was,  he  said,  signed  by  Miss  Vilhers, 
as  he  had  been  unable  to  attend  the  meeting. 

The  Finance  Committee,  which  met  on  December 
8th,  recommended  (i)  that  the  Bills  and  Claims 
submitted  for  payment  be  approved  ;  (2)  that  the 
paper  for  the  nurses'  charts  be  obtained  from 
paper  experts,  and  that  the  printing  be  done  by 
A.  &  E.  Walter,  Ltd.  ;  (3)  that  the  estimate  of 
Pithers'  Radiant  Stoves,  Ltd.,  be  accepted  for  the 
installation  of  a  stove  in  the  Registration  Room  ; 
{4)  that  the  estimate  of  the  Sohcitors'  Law  Sta- 
tionery Society  be  accepted  for  making  the  entries 
on  the  first  thousand  certificates  ;  (5)  that  a 
grant  of  £2  los.  in  all  be  given  to  the  domestic 
staff  at  Christmas. 

Dr.  Goodall  enquired  whether  item  5  was  in 
the  form  of  Christmas  boxes  or  payment  for  extra 
work  done. 

Miss  Villiers  said  it  was  really  Christmas 
boxes,  a  good  deal  of  extra  work  had  fallen  on 
the  staff,  and  the  Committee  thought  that  the 
Christmas  season  would  be  an  appropriate  time 
to  recognise  it. 

On  the  Chairman  enquiring  whether  Dr.  Goodall 
would  Uke  this  item  taken  separately  he  rephed 
in  the  affirmative. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  then  moved  that  the 
Report  of  the  Finance  Committee,  with  the 
exception  of  the  last  item,  be  received.  This 
was  done. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  then  moved  that  item  5 
be  received. 

Dr.  Goodall  said  he  was  not  aware  that  any 
pubhc  body  gave  Christmas  boxes.  He  did  not 
think  it  was  a  good  precedent  to  estabhsh.  If  the 
payment  was  for  work  done  that  was  another 
matter. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  supported  the  adoption 
of  this  item,  as  she  had  proposed  it,  and  hoped 
the  Council  would  agree  to  it.  These  three 
persons  had  proved  themselves  most  admirable 
and  hardworking  officers,  and  had  done  much 
more  than  they  were  obliged  to  do.  Later  a 
similar  proposition  would  come  up  for  sanction  in 
regard  to  the  postmen  who  dehvered  more  letters 
at  their  office  than  in  the  whole  street  combined. 
She  should  be  exceedingly  sorry  if  exception  were 
taken  to  this  recognition  of  courtesy  and  ungrudg- 
ing service. 

Miss  MacCallum  pointed  out  that  the  Council 
was  a  new  body,  entering  on  new  premises,  and 
the  domestic  staff  had  done  a  great  deal  of 
extra  work  most  wilUngly. 

Miss  Dowbiggin  objected  to  Christmas  boxes. 
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Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  the  Council 
was  not  functioning  in  December  ;  had  it  been, 
the  question  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  brought 
before  and  considered  by  it. 

Miss  Cattell  supported  the  proposal. 

Item  5  of  the  Finance  Report  was  then  approved. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall,  explaining  the  Balance 
sheet  in  regard  to  income  and  expenditure,  said 
that  their  position  in  regard  to  future  expenditure 
depended  upon  Registration  fees.  The  Finance 
Committee  considered  it  was  not  proper  for  it  to 
draw  on  fees  paid  to  the  Council  until  the  appUca- 
tions,  which  had  been  held  up  because  there 
had  been  more  or  less  of  an  interregnum,  had 
been  approved. 

The  Chairman  :  "  Of  course,  it  can't." 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  her  signature 
and  that  of  the  Chairman  were  affixed  to  cheques. 
With  the  approval  of  the  Ministry,  which  she  had 
personally  consulted,  she  had  consented  to  sign 
cheques  for  salaries,  &c.,  so  long  as  the  Council 
had  available  funds  in  the  bank  ;  otherwise  the 
work  of  the  Council  for  the  benefit  of  the 
nurses  would  have  been  stultified.  But  she  had 
informed  the  Ministry  that  she  would  not  sign 
any  cheque  if  it  entailed  using  money  deposited 
in  the  bank  for  registration  which  did  not  belong 
to  the  Council. 

The  Chairman  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
members  of  the  Council  might  congratulate 
themselves  that  the  Finance  Committee  had  not 
committed  a  crime. 

The  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee  was 
then  agreed. 

Rules  for  Conjoint  Training. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  next  item  on  the 
Agenda  would  be  moved  by  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  in  connection  with  the  approval  of 
conjoint  training.  It  was  an  adjourned  recom- 
mendation from  the  Registration  Committee, 
and  he  would  ask  Mrs.  Fenwick  to  accept  an 
addition.  By  the  Act,  Clause  6,  the  Council  was 
required  to  consult  with  Scotland  and  Ireland 
before  making  any  Rules  with  respect  to  the 
conditions  of  admission  to  the  Register.  He 
asked  Mrs.  Fenwick  to  add  to  her  motion  the 
words  "  subject  to  consultation  with  the  Nursing 
Councils  of  Scotland  and  Ireland."  People  were 
waiting  to  Register  for  this  Rule  to  be  passed, 
and  he  thought,  with  this  proviso,  they  might 
proceed  to  consider  the  motion. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  agreed  that  the  addi- 
tion was  necessary  and  moved  : — 

(i)  "  That  the  following  Rules  with  regard  to 
nurses  with  Conjoint  Training  be  approved, 
subject  to  consultation  with  the  Nursing  Councils 
for  Scotland  and  Ireland  : — 

Existing  Nurses. 

"  Additional  sub-section  of  Rule  9  (i)  in  the  case 
of  an  appUcation  for  admission  to  the  General 
Pcirt  of  the  Register. 

' '  A  certificate,  or  certificates,  that  the  applicant  has 
had  a  conjoint  three  years'  training  in  hospitals  for  men 
only  and  for  women  only,   approved  by  the  Council, 


of  not  less  than  two  y w(rs,  and  one  year,  in  such  hospi- 
tals respectively  before  the  ist  November,  191 9." 

Nurses  with  Intermediate  Qualifications. 

"  Additional  sub-section  of  Rule  11  (i)  in  the 
case  of  admission  to  the  General  Part  of  the 
Register. 

' '  A  certificate,  or  certificates,  that  the  apphcant  has 
had  a  conjoint  three  year?'  training  in  hospitals  for  men 
only  and  for  women  only,  approved  by  the  Council,  of 
not  less  than  two  years,  and  one  year,  in  such  hospitals 
respectively  before  July  1924." 

Mrs.  Fenwick  said  this  recommendation  had 
been  up  before  the  Council.  There  were  not  many 
hospitals  which  would  be  affected  by  the  Rule, 
but  an  instance  was  the  Seamen's  Hospital, 
Greenwich,  wliich,  in  conjunction  with  some  of 
the  Women's  Hospitals  in  London  gave  a  good 
practical  training  and  a  three  years'  certificate. 
This  was  agreed. 

Record  of  Certificates  on  the  Published  Register. 

Mrs.  Fenwick,  before  moving  Item  (2),  said 
it  was  not  a  recommendation  from  the  Registration 
Committee. 

The  Chairman  said  unless  it  was  non-contentious 
business  he  thought  it  was  out  of  order. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  here  stated  that  the  Resolution 
which  was  withdrawn,  that  certificates  should  not 
be  recorded,  had  stood  in  her  name.  She  was 
prepared  not  to  oppose  any  alteration  in  the 
First  Schedule  if  there  were  members  of  the 
Council  who  placed  such  extreme  value  on  this 
point.  Miss  Sparshott,  who  would  have  seconded 
this,  was  prevented  by  illness  from  being  present, 
but  Miss  Lloyd  Still  would  do  so. 

The  Chairman  said  this  statement  did  not  need 
a  seconder,  it  was  a  personal  explanation,  but 
that  it  made  this  bit  of  business  agreed  business. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  then  said  the  proposal 
to  record  certificates  had  been  before  the  Regis- 
tration Committee  and  negatived,  she  had,  there- 
fore, put  the  Resolution  down  in  her  own  name. 

Mrs.  Fenvvi.k  then  proposed  : — 

(2)  That  the  First  Schedule  be  amended  as 
follows  : — 

First  Schedule.l 
Form  of  Register,  Particulars  to  be  Entered. 

"  Each  part  of  the  Register  (General  and  Supplemen- 
tary) shall  show  in  respect  of  each  nurse  admitted  the 
following  particulars  : — 

(a)  Consecutive  registered  number. 

(b)  Full  names    (in   alphabetical   order),   and,   if 

married,  maiden  name. 

(c)  Permanent  address. 

(d)  Date  and  place  of  registration. 

(e)  Qualifications.     Under  this  heading  shall  appear 

the  qualification  in  each  case  for  admission  to 
the  Register  (including  certificate  of  training, 
if  any),  the  dates  of  obtaining  such  qualification, 
and  the  hospital,  or  hospitals,  in  which  such 
qualifying  training  has  been  received. 

In  proposing  the  amended  Schedule  she  drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  provision  to  record 
qualifications,  and  the  date  of  fulfilling  such  qualifi- 
cation, on  the  published  Register,  had  been  agreed 


86 


Zbc  Britteb  3ournal  of  'Wureino.      February  n,  1922 


to  by  the  Council,  and  incorporated  in  the  first  draft 
Rules  sent  to  the  Minister  of  Health  in  July, 
1920,  and  had  presumably  been  agreed  to  by 
him.  The  Scottish  and  Irish  Rules  contained 
the  same  provision,  and  it  had  been,  no  doubt, 
by  inadvertence  that  it  was  omitted  from  the 
printed  draft  Rules  for  England  and  Wales  finally 
adopted  by  the  Council  and  signed  by  the  present 
Minister  of  Health  in  July,  1921. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  proposed  that  the  amended 
Schedule  be  substituted  for  the  First  Schedule  as 
at  present  incorporated  in  the  Rules. 

Miss  MacCallum  seconded.  It  was  within  her 
knowledge  that  many  nurses  were  waiting  to 
register  until  this  point  had  been  settled.  She 
hoped  notice  would  be  given  in  the  public  press  as 
well  as  the  nursing  press  'of  the  amended  Schedule 
if  agreed. 

The  Chairman  then  put  the  motion  to  the 
meeting  and  it  was  unanimously  agreed.  The 
Rule  will  therefore  be  submitted  to  the  Minister  for 
his  approval  and  signature. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  then  moved  Resolu- 
tions (3),  (4)  and  (5),  which,  she  said,  were  purely 
formal,  but  necessary.     They  were  : — 

(3)  That  the  applications  of  the  candidates  for 
Registration  which  have  been  carefully  scrutinised,  and 
which  conform  to  the  Statutory  Rules,  be  approved, 
although  they  have  not  been  before  the  Registration 
Committee,  as  faiUng  a  quorum,  that  Committee  has 
been  unable  to  carry  on  its  work  since  November. 

(4)  That  applicants  who  have  complied  with  the 
requirements  set  foith  in  the  Rules,  whose  applications 
for  Registration  are  approved  by  the  Council,  shall 
have  their  names  entered  by  the  Registrar  in  the 
appropriate  parts  of  the  Register,  and  shall  be  granted 
a  certificate,  and  that  authority  is  hereby  given  to  affix 
the  Seal  of  the  Council  thereto. 

(5)  That  consent  be  given  for  the  Certificates  to  be 
inscribed  by  the  Solicitors'  'Law  Stationery  Society, 
Ltd.,  at  the  cost  of  /15  per  thousand. 

In  relation  to  (3),  Mrs.  Fenwick  said  that  1,535 
applications  and  references  had  been  carefully 
scrutinised  by  herself  as  Chairman  of  the  Registra- 
tion Committee,  with  the  help  of  the  Registrar  and 
of  Miss  Villiers,  Miss  MacCallum,  and  Mr.  Christian, 
who  had  given  time  to  this  important  part  of  the 
Council's  work.  The  references  of  two  of  the  appli- 
cants had  not  been  received,  those  of  the  Lady 
Superintendents  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Leicester, 
and  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  but  their  certifi- 
cates had  been  inspected,  and  as  they  were  ladies 
who  had  had  long  and  honourable  nursing  careers, 
and  were  well  known  to  members  of  the  Council, 
she  asked  that  they  might  be  included.  The  1,535 
appUcations  were  then  approved. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  enquired  whether  men 
applying  for  registration  had  sent  their  marriage 
certificates. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  replied  in  the  negative. 
Men  did  not  change  their  names. 

The  Chairman  said  his  impression  was  the 
provision  was  limited  to  women,  because  only 
women  changed  their  names. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  said  that  was  good  sense, 
but  he  was  not  sure  that  it  was  not  obligatory 


on  men  according  to  the  Act.  Would  the  Chairman 
give  a  ruling  that  male  registered  nurses  did  not 
come  under  this  provision  ? 

The  Chairman  had  no  hesitation  in  doing  so. 

Miss  MacCallum  said  that  the  names  of  three 
nurses  working  in  the  United  States  of  America 
had  just  been  passed.  Might  their  certificates  be 
sent  to  them  at  once  ?  They  were  risking  imprison- 
ment and  fines  so  long  as  they  were  unable  to 
produce   a   State   Certificate   of   registration. 

The  Chairman  said  that  was  not  a  matter  for 
the  Council,  but  for  instructing  the  Registrar, 
when  they  would  be  sent  at  once. 

In  reference  to  her  proposal  that  the  certificates 
should  be  inscribed  by  the  Solicitors'  Law  Sta- 
tionery Society,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  re- 
minded the  Council  that  it  had  been  agreed  this 
should  be  done  by  a  Certificate  Clerk.  It  was 
very  expert  work.  The  first  1,000  inscribed  by 
the  firm  had  been  most  satisfactory. 

It  was  then  put  to  the  meeting  and  agreed. 

The  motion  standing  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
Christian,  "  That  a  sohcitor  be  appointed 
to  the  General  Nursing  Council,"  was  with- 
drawn. 

Report   of   the   General  Purposes   Com- 
mittee. 

Miss  Villiers  (the  Chairman)  then  presented 
the  Report  of  the  General  Purposes'  Committee. 

Notices  of  Motion. 

Dr.  Good  all  gave  notice  that  he  would  move : 
That  the  following  Rule  be  inserted  after  Rule  9  : — ■ 

"  Notwithstanding  anything  in  the  last  preceding  . 
Rule,  the  Council  may  accept  in  place  of  a  certificate, 
a  copy  of  the  certificate  certified  by  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  Barrister,  or  Solicitor,  to  be  a  true  copy  thereof, 
or  where  the  applicant  is  a  member  of  any  organised 
body  of  nurses,  recognised  for  this  purpose  by  the 
Council,  a  declaration  signed  by  the  Secretary  or  other 
responsible  officer  of  that  body,  that  on  admission 
of  the  applicant  to  membership  the  certificate  or  a 
certified  copy  thereof  was  produced  to  that  body." 

Dr.  Goodall  gave  notice  for  Miss  Coulton, 
who  was  not  present,  that  she  would  move  :  That 
the  following  Rule  be  substituted  for  Rule  43  (2)  : — 

"  Each  of  the  foregoing  Committees  (other  than 
the  Standing  Committee  of  the  whole  Council)  appointed 
in  the  years  1920  and  1921,  shall  go  out  of  office  on 
the  date  of  the  first  Ordinary  Meeting  of  the  Council 
next  after  the  date  on  which  this  Rule  comes  into 
operation,  and  new  Committees  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Council  at  that  meeting.  Thereafter  the  said 
Committees  shall  be  appointed  annually  at  the  first 
Ordinary  Meeting  of  the  Council  in  the  month  of 
January.  Each  Committee  shall  hold  office  until 
their  successors  are  appointed.  Any  vacancy  which 
occurs  on  any  of  the  Committees  shall  be  filled  up  by 
the  Council  at  such  next  meeting  of  the  Council  as 
may  be  convenient." 

Miss  Cox-Davies  gave  notice  that  she  would 
move  : — 

"  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Registration 
Committee  to  examine  only  those  cases  which  are 
reported  to  them  by  the  Registrar  as  being  doubtful. 
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and  that  the  Registrar  be  directed  to  submit  to  the 
Council,  through  the  Registration  Committee,  for  their 
approval,  all  applications  which  are  clearly  in  order 
and  covered  by  previous  decisions." 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  pointed  out  that  there 
were  no  women  mental  nurses  on  the  Council. 
In  order  to  alter  this  unfortunate  position,  he 
would  move  at  the  next  meeting  that  six  mental 
nurses  be  added  to  the  Mental  Nurses'  Com- 
mittee. -  v: 

This  concluded  the  business,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  the  next  meeting  of  Council  should  be  held 
on  Friday,  February  17th,  at  2.30  p.m. 

AN  OFFICIAL  ANNOUNCEMENT. 
We  have  received  the  following  official   com- 
munication from  the  Ministry  of  Health  : — 

A  meeting  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  was 
held  yesterday,  at  which  Sir  Wilmot  Herringham 
presided  for  the  first  time  since  his  appointment 
to  succeed  Mr.  Priestley.  All  the  members  who 
resigned  with  the  late  Chairman  have  now  with- 
drawn their  resignations,  and  the  Council  has 
resumed  its  normal  activities. 

In  view  of  various  unauthorised  and  unfounded 
statements  which  have  been  made  Sir  Alfred  Mond 
thinks  it  desirable  to  state  that  these  resignations 
had  nothing  to  do  either  with  the  question  of  the 
syllabus  of  training  or  the  question  of  the  entry  of 
certificates  in  the  Register.  There  is  further  no 
foundation  for  the  suggestion  that  there  has  been 
any  controversy  between  the  Council  and  the 
Minister.  On  the  contrary  the  relations  between 
the  Council  and  the  Ministry  have  been  uniformly 
cordial . ' '  

What  the  Nursing  Profession  desires  to  know  is 
the  reason  why  the  late  Chairman  and  certain  Mem- 
bers of  the  Council  resigned — not  the  rccisons 
they  repudiate  for  having  done  so.  No  doubt, 
however,  the  Minister  of  Health  is  of  opinion  that 
it  will  make  for  peace  it  the  Council  resumes  its 
duties  without  further  explanation. 


The  evident  policy  of  the  present  Minister  of 
Health  is  that  Statutory  Bodies  over  which  he  has 
ultimate  jurisdiction  shall  be  required  to  conduct 
their  own  business  affairs  in  Council.  This  con- 
stitutional policy  is  the  only  one  which  can  inspire 
an  Executive  body  with  a  sense  of  responsibility 
and  proportion,  and  should  ensure  unprejudiced 
discussion  and  well-considered  conclusions.  Un- 
constitutional methods  cannot  be  too  severely 
condemned,  as  they  must  lead  to  the  loss  of  the 
confidence  and  the  respect  of  the  persons  calculated 
to  benefit  by  the  administration  of  such  bodies. 


Miss  Ryan  has  been  appointed  Health  Visitor  by  the 
Urban  District  Council.  Willesden.  She  was  trained 
at  the  London  Hospital,  and  has  worked  as  a  Health 
Visitor  under  the  Derbyshire  County  Council,  and  as 
Assistant  Organiser  of  Children's  Care  Work  under  the 
London  County  Council.  She  is  a  certified  midwife 
and  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
as  an  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  in  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Work  . 


THE    HOSPITAL   WORLD. 

The  wedding  of  Princess  Mary  and  Lord  Lascelles 
on  February  28  has  been  fixed  to  take  place  at 
11.30  a.m.,  and  Westminster  Hospital  will  make 
a  Uttle  hay  whilst  the  matrimonial  sun  shines. 

A  hmited  number  of  seats  facing  the  Western 
door  of  the  Abbey  are  available  at  Westminster 
Hospital.  Those  desirous  of  viewing  the  Royal 
procession  are  invited  to  contribute  to  the  hospital 
funds  a  minimum  of  five  guineas  per  seat.  Cameras 
are  not  allowed.  Applications  to  be  addressed 
to  the  Secretary,  Westminster  Hospital,  S.W.i. 


Lord  Dawson,  in  an  address  at  the  London 
Hospital,  said  that  it  was  no  use  practitioners 
simply  walking  in  the  footsteps  of  their  forefathers. 
It  was  those  who  realised  what  the  newer  needs 
were,  and  equipped  themselves  to  meet  them,  who 
would  be  the  successful  men  of  the  future. 


Dr.  F.  Foord  Caiger,  Chief  Medical  Officer, 
Infectious  Hospitals  Service  of  the  Metropolitan 
Asylums  Board,  and  Medical  Superintendent  of  the 
South-Western  Hosjiital,  Stockwell,  has  been 
appointed  Emeritus  Physician  to  St.  Thomas's 
Hospital.  , 

In  order  to  avoid  interference  with  the  school 
hours  of  children  attending  the  Borough  of 
Islington  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  the  Royal 
Northern  Hospital,  it  has  been  decided  to  hold  an 
extra  session  on  Tuesdays,  on  and  after  Tuesday, 
January  31st,  1922. 

Admission  (which  will  be  strictly  confined  to 
school  children)  will  be  from  5.30  p.m.  to  6.30  p.m. 


FEVER  NURSES'  ASSOCIATION. 

We  have  received  a  copy  of  the  Rules  governing 
the  Examinations  of  the  Fever  Nurses'  Association, 
as  recently  amended  by  its  Education  Committ^. 

The  most  important  alterations  are  in  Rules 
V,  VIII  and  XIII. 

By  the  first  mentioned  rule  the  examination  is 
now  divided  into  two  parts,  viz.  : — •  (i)  Anatomy 
and  Physiology  and  (2)  Fevers  and  Fever-Nursing. 
The  first  paxt  to  be  taken  in,  but  not  before,  the 
last  three  months  of  the  first  year's  training  ;  and 
the  second  part  in  the  last  three  months  of  the 
second  year's  training,  or  later.  (General  trained 
nurses  are  only  required  to  take  the  second  part 
of  the  examination.) 

Rule  VIII  has  been  amended  so  that  there  shall 
be     two     independent     examiners — a     registered 
medical  practitioner,  and  a.  MaXron — ^instead  of,  as  in  , 
the    past,     an    independent    registered    medical 
practitioner  only. 

By  Rule  XIII  a  nurse  who  fails  in  the  first 
examination  can  enter  three  times  only,  instead  of 
"  any  number  of  times." 

The  alterations  are  all  to  the  good,  and  we  are 
especially  glad  to  note  that  both  a  Matron,  and  a 
registered  medical  practitioner  are  to  act  as  inde- 
pendent examiners. 
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Ropal  Britisi)  Purses'  flssociatlon* 


(Incorporated  Dp 


Ropal  CDarten) 


THIS    SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE   OFFICIAL   ORGAN   OF   THE   CORPORATION, 


LECTURE:    "THE   EVOLUTION    OF 
SURGERY.'* 

Dr.  Rice-Oxley,  Mayor  of  Kensington,  occupied 
the  chair  on  Saturday  last,  when  Sir  D'Arcy 
Power  lectured  before  the  members  of  the  Royal 
British  Nurses'  Association  on  "  The  Evolution  of 
Surgery."  Dr.  Rice-Oxley,  after  some  kind 
remarks  on  the  pleasure  which  it  gave  him  to  take 
the  chair  for  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association, 
spoke  of  Sir  D'Arcy  Power's  distinguished  career 
and  warmly  congratulated  the  nurses  on  having 
been  able  to  arrange  to  have  a  lecture  from  him 
at  their  club  at  Queen's  Gate. 

Sir  D'Arcy  put  upon  the  screen  a  very  wonderful 
collection  of  slides  from  old  drawings  and  engrav- 
ings, some  of  them  dating  back  to  the  thirteenth 
century.  In  those  early  days  a  surgeon  was 
expected  to  diagnose  a  case  without  seeing  a 
patient,  and  one  of  the  first  pictures  was  of  a 
messenger  bringing  a  sample  of  urine  for  exami- 
nation ;  the  receptacle  in  which  he  carried  the 
specimen  glass  served,  with  other  details  of  the 
picture,  to  show  that  urinology  was  a  common 
means  of  arriving  at  a.  diagnosis  even  in  those  early 
days. 

Another  picture  showed  a  surgeon  trephining 
a  patient  with  a  mallet  and  chisel,  and  the  lecturer 
remarked  that  quite  recently  a  traveller  witnessed 
the  same  operation  being  performed  by  the  natives 
in  the  mountains  beyond  Morocco ;  strangely 
enough  the  patient  on  whom  the  operation  was 
performed  seemed  to  suffer  no  pain.  Other 
pictures  represented  patients  being  cupped,  bled, 
leeched  and  bathed  ;  the  baths  were  simply  high 
tubs  with  curtains  round  them.  Next  came  the 
picture  of  a  dentist  with  all  the  teeth  he  had 
drawn  hung  in  a  chain  about  his  neck  ;  in  the 
following  picture  he  was  seen  extracting  a  tooth 
with  such  vigour  that  his  chain  of  teeth  was 
threatening  to  fly  away. 

The  representation  of  a  hbspital  in  the  time  of 
the  Reformation  came  next,  and,  remarked  the 
lecturer,  it  was  very  like  one  in  Madrid  at  the 
present  time.  It  had  a  large  hall  and  an  altar 
visible  to  all ;  sometimes  there  were  two  patients 
in  one  bed  and  the  Sisters  were  seen  sewing, up 
grim-looking  objects  which  looked  like  dead 
bodies  being  prepared  for  burial,  but  which  were 
in  reality.  Sir  D'Arcy  believed,  merely  sandbags 
to  be  placed  alongside  broken  limbs. 


Another  shde  showed  a  reproduction  of  the 
earhest  Diploma  in  medicine  which  exists,  and 
then  came  many  pictures  connected  with  the 
examinations  of  those  who  wished  to  practise 
as  surgeons.  The  examinations  took  place  before 
a  large  concourse  of  people,  and  in  cases  where  the 
candidate  made  a  particularly  "  poor  show,  "  it 
was  the  habit  to  announce  that  the  coroner  might 
be  called  in  to  prove  that  he  was  unsuited  to 
become  a  doctor.  Sir  D'Arcy  remarked  that  this 
was  probably  better  than  the  modern  method  of 
calling  in  the  coroner  after  he  had  been  in  practice. 
(Laughter.)  A  very  fine  slide  was  that  of  an 
examination  going  on  in  the  Barbers'  Hall  in 
which  were  seen  the  great  paintings,  the  King's 
cup,  and  other  trophies  greatly  prized  still. 

First  of  a  long  series  of  famous  surgeons  came 
John  Arden,  "  the  first  great  predecessor  of 
Lister,"  said  Sir  D'Arcy.  He  lived  from  1307 
to  1380,  and  he  was  the  first  to  claim  that  wounds 
should  heal  by  first  intention,  and  that  there 
should  be  no  suppuration  after  operation.  He 
had  a  famous  operation  for  fistula  which  ceased 
to  be  performed  after  his  death,  but  which  was 
revived  again  in  1850  ;  it  has  been  used  ever  since 
and  thus  the  modern  treatment  for  fistula  owes 
its  origin  to  this  surgeon  of  early  times.  He 
lived  at  a  time  when  money  was  worth  ten  times 
its  present  value,  and  yet  hiis  charge  for  an  opera- 
tion was  ;^i,ooo  ;  in  addition  to  this  he  received 
£^0  for  every  year  the  patient  lived  after  the 
operation,  and  also  two  changes  of  garments 
annually  from  the  patient  during  his  lifetime. 
The  names  of  his  patients  fill  several  pages,  but 
there  is  no  record  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  large 
fortune  he  must  have  accumulated. 

Sir  Thomas  Gale,  a  great  surgeon  of  EHzabeth's 
time,  was,  so  quarrelsome  that  he  used  to  go  out 
and  fight  IxLs  colleagues  with  his  fists  in  the  first 
field  they  came  to,  and  he  was  constantly  hauled 
up  before  the  Barbers'  Company  and  fined.  All 
the  greatest  surgeons,  down  to  Lord  Lister,  were 
passed  in  review,  among  them  Sir  Thomas  Woodall 
who,  in  the  seventeenth  century,  stamped  out 
scurvy  in  the  navy,  Cheselton  the  most  dexterous 
operator  for  stone,  Percivall  Pott  who  broke  his 
leg  by  a  fall  from  his  horse  in  the  Old  Kent  Road, 
and  thereby  gave  his  napae  to  a  certain  fracture, 
and  John  Hunter,  "  the  greatest  of  all  surgeons 
up  to  the  time  of  Lister,"  great  because  of  his 
originality,  one  of  his  ideas  being  to  go  through 
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the  whole  animal  kingdom  to  see  how  one  structure 
on  the  anatomical  side  resembled  and  developed 
into  another.  Then  tame  his  brother,  William 
Hunter,  "  in  some  respects  a  greater  man  because 
of  his  wider  interests."  Last  of  all  came  Lord 
Lister. 

Dr.  Rice-Oxley  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Sir  D'Arcy  Power  for  his  wonderful  lecture, 
which  was  carried  with  acclamation.  Mr. 
Paterson,  in  the  name  of  the  Members  of  the 
Association,  thanked  Dr.  Rice-Oxley  for  his 
goodness  in  taking  the  chair,  one  of  many  kind- 
nesses shown  to  the  Association  since  it  estabhshed 
its  headquarters  in  Queen's  Gate.  The  nurses, 
said  Mr.  Paterson,  regarded  it  as  a  great  honour 
to  the  Association  that  he  should  have  consented 
to  preside  that  afternoon.  They  had  had  a 
mayor  in  the  chair  before,  once  even  they  had  had 
a  Lord  Mayor,  but  this  was  the  first  occasion  upon 
which  the  Mayor  of  the  Royal  Borough  of  Kensing- 
ton had  presided  at  one  of  their  meetings. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S    JUBILEE     INSTITUTE 

AND      THE       ROYAL       BRITISH       NURSES' 

ASSOCIATION'S     CLUB. 

As  a  mark  of  their  appreciation  of  the  kindness 
which  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association  has 
received  from  Sir  Harold  Boulton,  Bt.,  C.V.O., 
C.B.E.,  Chairman  of  the  Queen  Victoria  Jubilee 
Institute  for  Nurses,  the  Council  of  the  Association 
have  decided  that  nurses  who  are  Members  of  the 
Institute  shall  be  allowed  to  come  into  residence 
at  the  Club  for  the  ordinary  charges  at  any  time, 
provided  accommodation  is  available,  and  that 
they  shall  be  admitted  to  full  membership  of  the 
Club  on  the  same  terms  as  members  of  the  Royal 
British  Nurses'  Association. 

MISS     CUTLER     AT     HOME. 

A  large  number  of  guests  from  her  wide  circle  of 
friends  gathered  at  Queen's  Gate  on  January  28th 
in  response  to  Miss  Cutler's  invitation  to  what  she 
held  intended  to  be  a  farewell  party  before  she 
should  leave  for  South  Africa.  Very  deep  was  the 
sympathy  felt  for  her  when  it  was  known  that 
she  had,  just  a  few  short  days  before,  lost,  by 
death,  one  of  her  dearest  friends  and  relations. 
In  spite  of  all  the  shock  and  sorrow  of  sudden  loss. 
Miss  Cutler  came  up  to  Queen's  Gate,  as  had  been 
arranged,  to  receive  her  guests  and  to  help  in 
giving  them  a  few  pleasant  hours.  After  tea  we 
had  dehghtful  songs  from  Miss  Clarke  and  Miss 
Sirette,  and  later  Miss  Cutler  was  presented  with 
a  beautiful  silver  chain  Dorothy  bag  as  a  small 
mark  of  appreciation  from  the  Association  of  her 
kindness  in  coming  forward  to  place  at  its  disposal 
her  wide  experience  of  organisation  and  in  post- 
poning her  visit  to  South  Africa  in  order  to  help 
in  the  work  of  estabUshing  and  inaugurating  on 
proper  Unes  the  management  of  the  new  club  at 
Queen's  Gate. 

FIXTURES. 

As  previously  intimated,  there  will  be  a  whist 
drive  at  8  p.m.  this  (Saturday)   evening  at  194, 


Queen's  Gate.  ^Ott*  the  following  Saturday,  at 
3  p.m.,  the  Association  of  Trained  Nurses  in  Public 
Health  Work  will  hold  a  Conference  on  "  The 
Trained  Nurse  in  Public  Health  Work  :  Her  Pros- 
pects and  Opportunities. ' '  The  position  of  the  pubUc 
health  nurses  is  very  serious  at  the  present  time  and 
therefore  we  earnestly  hope  that  they  will  do  their 
very  utmost  to  make  the  conference  known  among 
their  friends.  The  Committee  of  the  Association 
of  Trained  Nurses  in  Public  Health  Work  have 
arranged  this  Conference  with  a  view  to  helping  to 
protect  the  economic  and  professional  status  of  the 
trained  nurse  who  is  engaged  in  health  work,  and 
it  lies  with  her  to  use  all  her  energies  to  make  it 
a  success.  The  Honf.  Secretary  will  be  very  grate- 
ful if  all  nurses  in  pubUc  health  work  who  read 
the  Journal  will  send  her  a  list  of  those  to  whom 
they  suggest  that  invitations  for  the  Conference 
might  be  sent.  As  intimated  in  the  last  issue  of 
the  B.J.N.,  the  speakers  will  be  Dr.  Clarke  Trotter, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Ishngton,  Miss  Pearse, 
Superintendent  of  L.C.C.  School  Nurses,  and  Miss 
Le  Geyt,  Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  Bethnal 
Green. 

As  one  of  the  affiUated  societies,  the  Matrons' 
Council,  is  holding  a  meeting  on  February  25th, 
the  R.B.N. A.  has  not  arranged  for  any  gathering 
on  that  day. 

ENQAQEMENT. 

Members  of  the  Association  will  receive  with 
much  pleasure  the  announcement  of  the  engage- 
ment of  Miss  Campbell  Thomson  to  Rupert 
Bicknell,  Esq.,  of  the  Home  Office.  Miss  Campbell 
Thomson  is  the  daughter  of  the  popular  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
and  is  a  very  gifted  young  lady.  Many  nurses 
have  enjoyed  reading  the  copies  of  her  novels 
which  have  been  presented  to  the  Club,  for  she  is 
a  very  vivid  writer  and  has  the  power  to  hold  the 
interest  of  her  readers  from  cover  to  cover  of  each 
volume.  Added  to  her  gifts,  in  other  directions 
besides  Uterature,  is  a  very  charming  personaUty, 
and  we  heartily  congratulate  Mr.  Bicknell,  and 
offer  to  both  the  very  warm  good  wishes  of  the 
members  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association. 

OBITUARY, 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  have  received 
notice  of  the  death  of  Miss  Helen  Home.  She  was 
trained  at  the  London  Hospital  and  afterwards 
became  Sister  at  St.  George's  where  she  remained 
for  twenty-five  years.  One  of  her  nurses  writes 
of  her  :  "  Those  who  worked  under  her  knew  her 
untiring  devotion  to  duty,  her  care  for  the  comfort 
of  her  patients  and  the  loving  kindness,  as  well  as 
the  discipline  with  which  she  managed  her  staff." 
One  member  asks  that  we  should  specially  refer 
to  her  wonderful  tact,  and  her  ability  and  goodness 
as  a  teacher.  Miss  Home  was  for  many  years  a 
member  of  the  R.B.N. A.,  and  took  a  most  keen 
interestjin  all  its  concerns. 

Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 
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MATRON. 

The    Metropolitan   Hospital,    Kingsland     Road,  E. — 

Miss  Grace  Farquhar  has  been  appointed  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  and 
has  held  the  following  appointments : — Night  Sister, 
Bromley  Cottage  Hospital ;  Ward  and  Night  Sister, 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  Rochester ;  Ward  Sister, 
General  Hospital,  Birmingham  ;  Assistant  Matron  and 
Home  Sister,  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  Rochester  ; 
and  Matron,  Cottage  Hospital,  Tonbridge.  We  con- 
gratulate Miss  Farquhar  upon  her  promotion  to  the 
Matronship  of  an  important  London  Hospital— to 
which  an  excellent  Nurse-Training  School  is  attached. 
ASSISTANT    MATRON. 

Warneford    General    Hospital,    Leamington     Spa. — 

Miss  Dorothy  M.  Milton  has  been  appointed  Assistant 
Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  General  Infirmary, 
Leeds,  and  has  been  Theatre  Sister,  Leicester  Royal 
Infirmary ;  Ward  Sister  and  Lady  Housekeeper, 
General  Infirmary,  Leeds ;  Sister,  Royal  Naval 
Nursing  Service ;  and  Matron  of  the  Kent  County 
Ophthalmic  Hospital,  Maidstone. 
SISTER* 

West  Norfolk  and  Lynn  Hospital,  King's  Lynn.— Miss 

Ellen  Brown  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  the  General  Infirmary,  Worcester,  and  in 
infectious  nursing  at  the  City  Hospital,  Birmingham. 
She  has  also  worked  as  a  Sister  in  Queen  Alexandra's 
Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve,  and  has 
held  the  position  of  Sister  in  the  General  Hospital, 
Malvern,  and  of  Holiday  Sister  at  the  Harrogate  Hospi- 
tal. 

Masina  Hospital,  Bombay.— Miss  B.  L.  Welch  has  been 
appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  Brompton 
Consumption  Hospital,  the  St.  Marylebone  Infirmary, 
and  the  General  Lying-in  Hospital,  Lambeth.  She 
has  had  experience  of  private  nursing  at  Brighton,  been 
StafE  Nurse  at  the  Te  Waikato  Sanatorium,  Cambridge, 
New  Zealand,  Nursing  Sister  in  connection  with  the 
British  Red  Cross  Society  in  Fiance,  and  Massage 
Sister  M.M.C.  and  P.M.S. 

Miss  Mary  Welch  has  been  appointed  Sister  in  the 
same  institution.  She  was  trained  at  Addenbrooke's 
Hospital,  Cambridge,  and  Queen  Charlotte's  Hospital, 
London,  and  has  had  experience  of  private  nursing  in 
Cambridge  and  Guildford,  been  Sister  of  a  men's 
surgical  ward  at  Burton-on-Trent,  and  worked  in 
Mesopotamia  during  the  war  as  a  member  of  Queen 
Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve, 
and  later  in  the  Pensions  Nursing  Service. 

West  Kent  General  Hospital,  Maidstone. — Miss  Alice 
E.  Gooz6e  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained 
at  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  and  has  worked  at  the 
Branch  Hospital,  Clacton-on-Sea,  and  has  had  ex- 
perience of  private  nursing  as  a  member  of  the  staff  of 
the  Registered  Nurses'  Society  for  the  last  year. 
NIGHT    SISTER. 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Dover. — Miss  Daisy  F.  Foord 
has  been  appointed  Night  Sister.  She  was  trained  at 
the  Princess  Alice  Hospital,  Eastbourne,  and  has  been 
StaflE  Nurse  at  the  Hospital  for  Women,  Soho,  Sister  at 
the  General  Hospital,  Gravesend,  and  has  had  experi- 
ence in  the  care  of  cases  of  Venereal  Disease  at  the 
Elizabeth  Garrett  Anderson  Hospital,  Euston  Road, 
N.W.I. 

THEATRE    SISTER. 

Addenbrooke's  Hospital,  Cambridge. — Miss  P.  Drabble 
has  been  appointed  Theatre  Sister.  She  was  trained 
at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Sheffield,  where  she  has 
been  Assistant  Theatre  Sister. 


QUEEN  VICTORIA'S  JUBILEE  INSTITUTE 
FOR  NURSES. 


Her  Majesty  Queen  Alexandra  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  approve  the  appointment  of  the  following 
to  be  Queen's  Nurses  to  date  January  ist,  1922  : — 

England. 
M.  T.  C.  Ferguson,  Camilla  Sang6,  Lenora  Grenfell, 
Annie  B.  W.  Lang,  Sarah  Lewis,  Florence  E.  Pethy- 
bridge,  Ethel  J.  Poore,  Agnes  M.  Roberts,  Elizabeth 
Wright,  Cissy  S.  Sparkes,  Annie  Morrison,  Maud  Cross, 
Lena  Florence  Dyer,  Gertrude  M.  Speakman,  Alida 
Windhouwer,  Isabel  Wilford,  Miriam  Redcliffe,  Milli- 
cent  K.  Perry,  R.R.C.,  Betty  Dulborough,  Mary  E. 
Poppleton,  Florence  A.  Godfrey,  Kathleen  B.  Guilfoyle, 
Catherine  Moyler,  Hester  C.  Moyler,  Florence  E.  Foy, 
Annie  M.  Williams,  Hannah  E.  Griffen,  Gertrude  Allan, 
Mabel  Robinson,  Elizabeth  Wolfe,  Letitia  Williams, 
Jeannie  A.  Jones,  Barbara  S.  Dockar,  Margaret  B. 
Foster,  Margaret  Ingram,  Cicely  M.  Stopard,  Gladys  C. 
Gibbs,  Sarah  Purcell,  Agnes  M.  Harris,  Helene  M. 
Schoyen,  Ellen  G.  Linger,  Maggie  O'Neill,  Augusta 
Bennett,  Lydia  M.  V.  CuUum,  Violet  R.  Gale,  Rosie  M. 
Lincoln,  Amy  F.  Baker,  Jennie  P.  Evans,  Edith  B. 
Kelley,  Tegwen  Morris,  Ethel  A.  Riddler,  Margaret  E. 
Roberts,  Ethel  A.  Kemp,  Eleanor  A.  Whitchurch, 
Agnes  Simpson,  Nellie  Slater,  Jennie  Valentine,  Agnes 
M.  Matthews,  Alice  Marshall,  Elizabeth  Foster,  Rachel 
A.  Storey,  Elizabeth  Wynne,  Elined  Jones,  Mary  C. 
Jones,  Catherine  Evans,  Florence  V.  Jones. 

Wales. 
Sarah  Jones,  Gwladys  Llewellyn,  Blanche  Morris 

Ireland. 
Gretta  N.  Egan,  Norah  K.  Richardson, 

Scotland. 
Margaret  H.  Bailey,  Elsie  Burwood,  Margaret  E. 
Christy,  Jessie  C.  Gilbert,  Lilian  Haxby,  Margaret 
McLellan,  Margaret  S.  B.  Mackay,  Elizabeth  S.  Newton, 
R.R.C.,  Grace  E.  Philip,  Sara  J.  Smith,  Eliza  WilUam- 
son,  Jean  M.  Cameron,  Mary  A.  Maclnnes,  Jean  S. 
Low,  Cecilia  N.  Edwards,  Ellen  M.  McMahon, 
WilUamina  Murdoch,  Elizabeth  M.  Wedick,  Margaret 
G.  Wilson,  Emily  Craigie,  Mary  H.  McConnachie, 
Martha  Haddow. 


THE    PROFESSIONAL   UNION   OF 
TRAINED    NURSES. 

Dance. 

The  Social  Club  are  giving  a  subscription  dance 
at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Russell  Square,  London, 
W.C.  I,  on  Tuesday,  March  7th,  1922,  from  7  p.m. 
to  12. 

Tickets  (including  refreshments),  price  5s.  6d. 
each,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary,  P.U.T.N. 
17,  Evelyn  House,  62,  Oxford  Street,  W.  i,  the 
Chairman  of  S.C,  6,  Nottingham  Place,  W.  i., 
and  Treasurer  of  S.C.,  26,  Mecklenburg  Square, 
W.C.  I. 

Dancing  Classes. 

Dancing  Classes  have  also  been  arranged  for 
Members,  at  special  terms. 

Maude  MacCallum, 

Hon.  Secretary. 
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BOOK  OF  THE   WEEK. 


THE   ADVENTURES  OF  A  SOUTH    AFRICAN 
NURSING    SISTER.* 

The  title  of  this  book,  by  Sister  F.  M.  Ayliff, 
together  with  the  portrait  on  its  wrapper  in  Anmy 
cap  and  cape,  predispose  us  to  think  it  is  a  story 
of  war  time  adventure.  The  war,  however, 
scarcely  touches  its  pages,  in  which  are  related, 
with  much  skill  and  interest,  the  ordinary  happen- 
ings of  a  nurse's  life  (which  is  always  full  of 
interesting  episodes)  from  the  time  when  she 
entered  a  hospital  for  training  to  the  time  when, 
as  a  fully-fiedged  Sister,  she  makes  her  bow  to 
her  readers.  It  is  a  story  of  steady  work,  of 
increasing  knowledge,  of  varied  exp>erience,  told 
in  sober  and  restrained  fashion,  and  should,  as  its 
author  hopes,  help  in  the  enlightenment  of  a  public 
*'  which  singles  out  such  epithets  for  the  Nursing 
Profession  as  *  Frivolous,'  '  Flighty,'  '  Callous,' 
not  knowing  that  reaction  after  nervous  strain 
often  takes  the  place  of  frivolity,  nor  that  a  forced 
laugh  may  be  a  weapon  against  haunting 
memory. ' ' 

"Perhaps,"  she  writes,  "there  are  not  many 
of  that  criticising  public  who  know  that  a  nurse's 
working  week  averages  seventy  hours.  And  that, 
during  the  time  she  is  on  duty,  toll  is  taken  not 
only  of  her  limbs,  but  iher  brain  also,  and  that  to 
its  utmost  value." 

We  are  introduced  to  the  South  African  Training 
School  by  the  clanging  of  the  bell  telling  the 
nurses  that  it  is  six  o'clock,  and  time  to  get  up. 

"  Early  rising,"  writes  Miss  Ayliff,  "had  never 
been  a  trouble  to  me.  I  had  always  thought  it 
worth  while  to  be  up  an  hour  or  so  before  most 
people,  for  one  was  so  amply  repaid  for  the  effort 
by  the  pure  freshness  of  the  early  air.  But  to  be 
told  systematically  by  a  bell  that  it  was  time  to  get 
up  was  another  matter!  " 

"  It  was  not  without  opposition  'that  I  had  taken 
^  up  my  training  as  a  nurse.  ...  In  addition  to  my 
parents'  reluctant  consent,  the  question  of  my 
physical  fitness  was  also  raised,  Tny  friends  pro- 
testing at  what  they  thought  was  audacity  on  my 
part,  and  predicting  a  Speedy  defeat;  they  gave 
six  months  as  the  furthest  limit  of  my  sojourn  in 
Hospital.  It  was  the  remembrance  of  this  pre- 
diction which  many  a  time  goaded  me  on  to  fresh 
efforts,  when  my  energy  lagged  by  reason  of  over- 
work— ^^brain  and  limbs  alike  being  often  too  weary 
to  cope  with  the  burden  that  was  laid  upon  them. 
But,  as  a  strong  incentive  will  often  carry  us  to 
our  goal,  over  apparently  impossible  obstacles,  so 
my  determination  carried  me  through  my  training. 
Looking  back  over  the  intervening  years,  I  know 
that  I  would  go  through  it  all  again  sooner  than 
own  defeat  and  hear  the  words,  however  sweetly 
they  might  be  whispered,  '  I  told  you  so.'  " 

Very  charming  are  the  vignette  studies  of  the 
patients — white    and    coloured— who    came    under 

*  Arthur  H.  Stockwell,  29,  Ludgate  Hill, 
Ix)ndon,  E.G. 4. 


Sister's  care,  revealfng  incidentally  the  sympathy 
and  kindness,  as  well  as  the  careful  nursing,  ex- 
tended to  one  and  all.  Amongst  them  "  Chettie," 
Lhe  only  daughter  of  a  wealthy  Mohammedan 
merchant  and  of  a  St.  Helena  mother ;  alas !  her 
parents  deferred  bringing  her  to  the  hospital  until 
too  late,  and  "  after  a  week's  rally  the  spark  of 
strength  which  had  followed  careful  nursing  gave 
way,  and  Chettie  lay  looking  like  one  of  those 
bronze  statues  one  sees  surmounting  a  tomb  in 
Westminster  Abbey— her  dusky  beauty  now 
beyond  the  help  of  human  aid." 

Those  unacquainted  with  hospitals  often  have 
an  instinctive  dread  of  them.  "  How  different," 
we  read,  "  is  the  rediity  of  Hospital  life  to  the 
imagined  thing  of  most  minds;  how  homely  and 
brig^ht  compared  with  the  prison  of  severity  and 
gloom  pictured  by  many.  '  Oh,  nurse,'  said  a 
mother  to  me  one  day,  having  brought  her  sick 
child  to  Hospital,  and  being  introduced  for  the 
first  time  to  a  bright,  cheery  ward,  '  I  had  no  idea 
Hospital  was  like  this  !  I  shall  never  again  hesi- 
tate to  bring  any  of  my  children  in.'  Happiness 
diffuses  happiness,  ahd  perhaps  the  busy  nurses 
have  something  to  do  with  the  bright  atmosphere 
of  a  sick  ward.  A  little  time  ago  a  visitor  to  my 
ward  said  to  me  :  '  Sister,  the  nurses  all  look  so 
happy.'  'Yes,'  I  replied,  smiling,  'they  are  a 
happy  lot.'  " 

Many  nurses  will  agree  that  night  duty — of 
which  an  excellent  description  is  given — ^has  its 
cximpensations.  "  There  was  the  sense  of  freedom 
one  had  in  coming  off  duty  in  the  morning;  .  .  . 
then,  too,  we  saw  the  sun  rise,  and  that  over  the 
sea  .  .  .  vVhat  a  wonder  that  sunrise  was !  A 
sight  missed  by  those  who  have  never  seen  the 
sun  rise  over  the  sea,  when,  like  a  gorgeous  ball 
of  gold,  he  takes  possession  of  the  sky,  mounting 
by  stately  steps  to  his  throne  of  blue,  while  leaving 
in  his  wake  a  path  of  iridescent  light,  which 
grows  and  spreads  till  sea  and  sky  are  merged 
into  one  sparkling  wonder,  making  one  feel  an 
atom  of  infinitesimal  smallness  beside  the  won- 
drous beauty  of  the  scene  which  has  been  painted 
in  living  coloyrs  without  man's  aid." 

We  do  not  agree  with  the  writer's  opinion  that 
women  nurses  should  have  nothing  to  do  with 
venereal  Avards,  as  we  consider  that  at  least  they 
should  be  under  the  supervision  of  a  Sister  or 
Nurse-in-Charge,  though  male  attendants  may  be 
necessary  for  some  of  the  cases,  and  senior  or 
certificated  nurses  should  be  detailed  for  this  duty. 

If  anyone  thinks  that  the  life  of  a  night  nurse 
consists  mainly  in  watching  sleeping  patients  let 
him  study  the  Report  on  page  88  left  by  the 
Sister,  on  one  occasion,  for  the  information  of  the 
night  nurse.  This  besides  the  regular  routine 
ward  work,  which  is  no  small  item. 

It  is  interesting  to  get  an  insight  into  the  State 
Examination  of  nurses  in  South  Africa. 

"  At  the  end  of  the  third  year,  or  sometimes  a 
few  months  after  the  expiration  of  a  nurse's  third 
year,  she  usually  stood  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Medical  Council  examination,  which  was  a 
general    examination    for  any   nurse    in    the    Pro- 


9i 


^be  3Brtti0b  3ournal  of  Hurstng.      February  u,  1922 


vince  who  chose  to  go  m  for  it ;  the  certificate 
qualified  her  for  taking  any  professional  post 
under  the  heading  of  "  General  Trained." 

This  examination  was  a  much  greater  ordeal 
than  the  Hospital  one,  the  study  having  to  be 
very  much  more  advanced,  both  for  the  written 
paper  and  the  oral — this  latter  being  held,  as  a 
rule,  on  the  same  evening,  by  three  Doctors 
appointed  annually  by  the  Provincial  Medical 
Council,  iwho  also  set  ithe  questions  for  the  paper. 
These  men  would  come  to  the  Hospital  (where  the 
examination  was  always  held),  and  after  they  had 
corrected  the  papers  they  then  called  the  candi- 
dates to  the  lecture  room,  three  at  a  time,  when 
they,  each  in  turn,  questioned  them  on  different 
subjects.  After  the  last  of  the  nurses  had  returned 
from  this  ordeal,  there  was  a  period  of  an  hour  or 
more  of  suspense,  while  they  waited  for  the  marks 
to  be  totalled  up  by  the  examiners.  It  was  often 
pasit  midnight  before  the  list  was  handed  to  the 
Matron,  when  a  circle  of  anxious  faces  would 
gather  round  her,  as  she  read  the  names  of  the 
successful  candidates." 

The  question  of  the  eal^ly  Washing  of  patients 
comes  under  discussion.  A  patient  who  had  been 
sleeping  badly  complained  that  the  night  nurse 
had  wakened  him  to  wash  him.  '*  As  a  result  of 
the  complaint  the  Head-in-Chief  came  down  on 
the  Matron  like  a  sledge-hammer,  with  the  order 
that  no  patient  in  any  ward  of  the  hospital  was 
to  be  washed  before  5  a.m.  This  command  in  a 
busy  ward  was  almost  impossible  of  obedience; 
for  insitance,  later  on,  on  my  return  to  this  Hos- 
pital, I  was  in  charge  of  a  ward  where,  for  a 
time,  there  were  fifty  patients,  out  of  which 
number  there  were  eleven  or  twelve  full  washings, 
while  another  eleven  or  twelve  patients  would  have 
to  have  basins  carried  to  them.  Fifty  pulses  and 
some  respirations  had  to  be  taken,  in  addition  to 
the  temperatures.  There  were  several  dressings 
to  be  done;  in  some  oases  an  early  drink  of  milk 
or  tea.  The  ward  had  to  be  tidied  and  a  lenigthy 
report  written  by  seven-thirty  a.m." 

We  quite  agree  that  one  or  even  two  night 
nurses  cannot  get  through  all  this  work  in  two 
and  a  half  hours  at  the  end  of  a  busy  night.  But 
we  do  not  think  they  should  be  asked  to  do  so. 
It  is  a  question  of  organisation,  and  some  of  the 
washings  sihould  be  done  by  the  day  nurses.  We 
are  of  opinion  that  5  a.m.  is  too  early  to  beg-in 
washings,  and  6  o'clock  is  much  better.  That  this 
can  be  arranged  we  know  from  practical  experi- 
ence. 

Miss  Aylifl  has  the  enthusiasm  of  a  really  good 
nurse  for  medical  work.  "  I  have  always  pre- 
ferred medical  work  to  surgical,  for  I  contend  that 
in  surgical  work  you  have  but  a  limb  or  a  wound 
to  deal  with,  while  in  a  case  of  acute  illness  the 
whole  constitution  is  affected,  and  has  to  be  re- 
built before  a  patient  becomes  fully  convalescent. 
In  a  case  of  enteric  fever,  for  instance,  one 
watches  the  course  of  the  disease  through  its 
different  stages  :  the  forming  and  sloughing  of 
the  intestinal  ulcers;  in  a  case  of  pneumonia,  the 


blocking  of  the  air  cells  with  fluid,  and  so  on. 
Each  disease,  to  a  keen  nurse,  has  its  special 
interest,  and  when  a  severe  case  of  illness  has 
been  nursed  back  to  health  she  has  the  same 
satisfaction  in  surveying  her  completed  article  as 
an  artist  has  in  his  finished  picture.  The  picture, 
however,  goes  down  to  posterity  as  a  lasting 
memento  of  the  artist's  talent;  but  there  is 
nothing  to  perpetuate  the  nurse's  talent  except  the 
gratitude  of  her  master^Mece. " 

In  a  chapter  headed  "  Slavery,"  the  author  de- 
scribes her  training  in  midwifery  in  a  London 
Maternity  Hospital,  and  writes  :  "  I  now  come  to 
that  part  of  my  training  which  I  would  gladly  blot 
from  the  page  of  remembrance,  were  I  able  to  do 
so.  The  life  which  the  nurses  led  in  this  Institu- 
tion struck  at  the  very  foundation  of  one's  ideas 
of  justice  between  employer  and  employed." 

Of  the  patients  she  writes  :  "  Amongst  these 
mothers  of  London's  f>oor,  one  met  with  many  of 
the  truest  and  most  warm-hearted  of  women. 
Never  was  there  a  word  of  complaint  by  any  of 
them  against  her  lot  in  life,  and  never  a  murmur 
against  the  treatment  received  as  an  inmate  of  a 
Training  School,  where  the  patients'  treatment 
was  continued  for  the  most  part  through  the  night 
the  same  as  it  was  through  the  day.  Only  on  one 
occasion  did  I  hear  a  mother  say  to  her  neighbour, 
'  When  I  go  home,  I  shall  have  such  a  nice  long 
sleep.'" 

Of  the  strenuous  work  of  the  nurses  she  writes  : 
"  I  was  not  the  only  nurse  at  that  time  who  was 
worn  out,  for,  on  one  occasion,  when  going  to 
a  bathroom,  I  found  the  door  locked,  and  my  at- 
tempts to  open  it  wakened  a  nurse  who  had  fallen 
asleep  in  her  bath  I  " 

"  It  was  a  soul-killing  life,  that  would  not  have 
been  livable  for  longer  than  the  few  months  over 
which  it  extended;  but  we  were  gradually  broken 
in  to  it,  as  it  were,  for  each  month  was  worse 
than  the  preceding  one,  with  the  exception  of  the 
last  weeks,  which  were  spent  in  district  work. 
These  in  strenuousne^s  were  equal  to  the  last 
month  in  Hospital,  but  in  the  district  we  enjoyed 
a  certain  amount  of  freedom  in  the  method  pur- 
sued in  our  work ;  to  a  certain  extent  we  were  our 
own  masters." 

While  doing  district  midwifery.  Sister  Ayliff  and 
her  friend  worked  under  a  midwife  whom  they 
liked,  and  were  billeted  in  a  house  near  their  work. 
The  description  is  not  attractive  : — "  We  shared  a 
bedroom  on  the  first  floor  which  opened  on  to  a 
small  balcony.  The  room  in  itself  was  fairly  large, 
and  would  have  been  larger  still,  but  for  the  fact 
that  spread  over  the  floor  in  one  corner  there  was 
a  huge  pile  of  empty  medicine  bottles  of  all  sizes, 
shapes  and  colours.  The  accumulation  of  dust  on 
them  was  certainly  ancient. 

"  So  objectionable  was  this  insanitary  pile  to 
me  that  I  made  a  request  to  the  Visiting  Sister  of 
our  district  that  it  might  be  removed.  ...  I  do 
not  think  she  could  have  wanted  the  bottles  herself, 
vet  her  answer  was  '  Leave  them  alone!  ' 
'    "  I  wonder  if  that  pile  of  bottles  is  still  there." 

There     is     a    warm     tribute    to     the    admirable 
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organisation  of  the  Central  Midwives'  Board  Ex- 
amination. 

There  is  an  interesting  description  of  private 
nursing  on  the  South  African  veld,  and  we  take 
leave  of  Sister  Ayliff  in  charge  of  a  ward  in  her  old 
tra!ining  school. 

Let  us  hope  this  sympathetic  woman  will  find 
time  to  use  her  ready  pen  on  future  occasions. 

Ethel  G.  Fenwick. 

*  COMING     EVENTS. 

February  nth. — ^Meeting  of  the  National  Council 
of  Trained  Nurses  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.     4  p.m. 

February  nth. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion.    Whist  Drive  at  194,  Queen's  Gate,  at  S  p.m. 

February  i^ih  and  15th. — Central  Poor  Law 
Conference.    Guildhall.  E.C. 

February  lyth. — General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales.  Meeting,  Ministry  of  Health, 
Whitehall,  S.W.     2.30  p.m. 

February  lyth. — Nurses'  Missionary  League. 
Meeting  Nurses'  Home,  Royal  Infirmary,  Glasgow. 
Address  by  Miss  Harrower.     8  p.m. 

February  18th. — ^Association  of  Trained  Nurses 
in  PubUc  Health  Work.  Conference  on  "  The 
Position  of  the  Trained  Nurse  in  Public  Health 
Work."  R.B.N.A.  Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W. 
3  p.m. 

February  iSth. — ^National  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses.  Annual  Meeting,  London  Branch,  4  p.m., 
and  General  Meeting  of  JVJembers,  5  p.m.  Midwives' 
Institute,  12,  Buckingham  Street,  Strand,  W.C.2. 
Tea  4.30  p.m. 

A  WORD    FOR    THE    WEEK. 

"  Happiness  is  a  species  of  energy." — Aristotle. 

For  the  body  we  need  little  more  than  light 
air,  fresh  food,  and  water  ;  and  for  the  soul  no 
more  than  work,  play,  love,  and  worship. — Dr. 
Hildred  Carlile. 

LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

DELIGHTED     WITH    STATE     CERTIFICATE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Dear  Editor, — I  was  delighted  when  I  received 
my  State  Certificate  one  day  last  week — and  I 
know  it  is  to  you  and  to  your  loyal  helpers  I  owe 
thanks  for  it — you  have  worked  hard  for  the 
Nursing  Profession  ever  since  I  first  saw  you  in 
1 90 1.  I  hesurd  you  speaking  several  times,  and 
last  in  Paris  in  1907. 

Much  thanks  and  gratitude. 
Yours,  etc., 
S.  M.  Edwards,  "  Registered  Nurse." 
Brjmllan,  Efynechtyd, 
Ruthin. 

[We  are  glad  the  State  Certificate  has  found 
its  way  into  "  gallant  little  Wales." — Ed.] 


KERNELS    FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Great  Disappointment  will  Result. 
Queen's  Nurse. — "  I  had  hoped  ere  this  to  see 
some  pronouncement  from  the  General  Nursing 
Council  on  the  Nurse-Midwife  position.  In  this 
district  young  women  are  still  being  encouraged  to 
join  an  association  which  gives  them  a  few  months' 
experience  in  nursing  and  pays  to  have  them 
trained  as  certified  midwives  on  a  contract  of 
three  years'  service.  Why  cannot  the  standard  for 
the  poor  now  be  a  Registered  Queen's  Nurse  with 
C.M.B.  ?  Several  of  these  country  midwives  with 
a  smattering  of  nursing  consider  themselves 
qualified  to  be  '  Registered  Nurses,'  although 
they  would  resent  untrained  midwives,  however 
highly  qualified  as  nurses,  being  placed  on  their 
Register.  Anyway,  it  isn't  fair  for  ladies  of  social 
position  to  induce  young  Women  to  think  they 
are  going  to  be  professional  nurses  when  their 
syllabus  will  not  qualify  them  at  the  end  of  three 
years'  work.     Great  disappointment  will  result." 

Blazing  Trails. 
Miss  Mary  Car  stairs,  N.B. — "  I  am  always 
disappointed  when  there  is  no  book  review  in  the 
B.J.N.,  and  thank  "  H.  H."  and  "  P.  G.  Y."  for 
much  pleasure  and  help  in  selecting  what  to  read. 
The  B.J.N,  introduced  Zane  Grey  to  me,  and  I 
revelled  in  '  The  Roaring  U.P.  Trail.'  I  have 
always  longed  to  help  blaze  a  trail  myself,  but, 
alas  !  all  my  travels  have  been  imagined  through 
the  experiences  of  others  :  No  money,  no  time, 
and  home  duties." 

[This  is  the  fate  of  many  women,  but  the  real 
explorer  heeds  none  of  these  things,  and  a  woman 
has  to  suffer  terribly  in  helping  to  "  blaze  trails," 
be  they  moral  or  physical.  The  present  generation 
is  not  touched  with  the  fire  of  the  EUzabethan. — 
Ed.] 

A  Financial  Loss, 

"  Interested  in  Finance." — "  Owing  to  the  hold- 
up of  the  work  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
by  provisional  resignations,  hundreds  of  pounds 
must  have  been  lost  in  the  support  of  its  work. 
Tlie  annual  registration  fee  is  2S.  6d.,  and  by 
faiUng  to  meet  in  December  the  annual  fees  of  all 
those  applicants  who  ought  to  have  been  approved 
have  been  lost  to  the  1922  budget ;  and  as  the 
guinea  fee  is  quite  insufficient  to  cover  the  cost 
of  the  administration  of  a  Statutory  Council, 
this  is  a  very  serious  and  deplorable  result. 
If  members  of  the  Council  resign,  let  them  do 
it  out  and  out ;  there  are  plenty  of  nurses  and 
others  sufficiently  interested,  and  who  reaUse  the 
importance  of  State  Registration,  to  fill  their 
places.  No  one  should  accept  office  on  the  G.N.C. 
who  has  not  got  some  respect  for  our  pockets." 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

February  25th. — ^What  are  the  appearances  of  a 
varicose  ulcer  which  has  been  {a)  neglected, 
(6)  treated  properly  for  a  week  ?  What  is  the 
usual  treatment  for  a  varicose  ulcer  ? 
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CENTRAL  MIDWIVES*  BOARD. 


MONTHLY  MEETINQ. 

{Concluded  from  page   78.) 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board, 
held  at  i,  Queen's  Anne  Gate  Buildings,  S.W.,  on 
January  26th,  a  letter  was  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Incorporated  Midwives'  Institute, 
forwarding,  for  the  information  of  the  Board, 
copies  of  the  following  documents  :  (a)  a  letter 
addressed  by  the  Council  of  the  Midwives'  Institute 
to  the  London  County  Council ;  and  [b)  a  memor- 
andum on  the  subject  of  "  Eyes,  "  which  is  being 
sent  by  the  Council  of  the  Midwives'  Institute  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Incor- 
porated Midwives'  Institute  be  thanked  for  the 
letters.   •  -    *■ 

Applications. 

For  Approval  as  Lecturer. — The  following  appli- 
cations were  granted  :  Gerard  Ferdinand  Eugene 
Dyke,  M.B.  ;    and  Henry  Allman  Lavelle,  M.B. 

For  Approval  as  Teachers. — The  following  appli- 
cations were  granted  :  Midwives  Marion  Stuart 
Gray  (No.  41105),  and  Annie  Hendry  Harris 
(No.  50966).  The  following  applications  were 
granted,  subject  to  certain  conditions  :  Midwives 
Charlotte  Eliza  Almond  (No.  5381),  Sarah  Edith 
Charter  (No.  34118),  Lilian  Anne  Jolliffe  (No. 
35733),  and  Martha  Jones" (No.  26797). 

Two  midwives  holding  the  Certificate  of  the 
Central  Midwives'  Board  for  Ireland  were  admitted 
to  the  Roll  by  reason  of  holding  certificates  of 
hospitals  obtained  after  training  and  examination, 
accepted  by  the  Central  Midwives'  Board  for 
Ireland,  and  being  equivalent  to  the  standard 
adopted  by  the  Board. 

The  Secretary  reported  that,  in  conformity  with 
Resolutions  of  the  Board  he  had  placed  on  the 
Roll  the  names  of  five  midwives  holding  a  Certifi- 
cate of  having  passed  the  Examination  of  the 
Central  Midwives'  Board  for  Scotland,  or  the 
Central  Midwives'  Board  for  Ireland. 

Applications  for  Voluntary  Removal  of  Name 
FROM  THE  Roll. 

Applications  were  received  from  21  women  for 
the  removal  of  their  names  from  the  Roll  on  the 
grounds  specified. 

The  Board  decided  that  the  applications  be 
granted  and  that  the  Secretary  be  directed  to 
remove  their  names  from  the  Roll  of  Midwives 
and  to  cancel  their  Certificates. 

PENAL   CASES. 

A  Special  Meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  was  held  at  i.  Queen  Anne's  Gate  Buildings, 
Westmintser,    on    Thursday,    January    26th,    to 


consider  the  charges  alleged  against  five  midwives, 
with  the  following  results  : — 

Struck  off  the  Roll  and  Certificate  Cancelled.  — 
Midwife  Ann  Grant  (No.  18740),  who  is  not  to  be 
allowed  to  attend  on  Maternity  cases  in  any 
capacity.  Midwife  Sarah  Jane  Longbottom  (No. 
14672),  Midwife  Jeanetta  Vernall  (No.   1J846). 

Severely  Censured. — Midwife  Aldwyth  W.  Abbott 
(No.  26604).  Report  of  L.S.A.  to  be  asked  for  in 
three  and  six  months'  time. 

Censured. — Midwife  Alice  Jane  Heywood  (No. 
8696). 


EXAMINATION    PAPER. 
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The  following  are  the  questions  set  at  the 
examination  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  on 
February  ist : — 

1.  Give  a  short  description  of  the  urinary  organs. 
Of  what  use  are  the  kidneys  ? 

2.  What  are  the  essential  details  of  management 
needed  for  the  care  of  a  baby  born  two  months 
before  full  time  ? 

3.  Describe  the  natural  process  of  Reparation  and 
expulsion  of  the  placenta,  both  what  you  can  see 
and  what  you  can  feel.  State,  without  details, 
what  complications  may  arise  when  the  normal 
process  does  not  take  place. 

4.  State  the  various  methods  of  arresting  uterine 
haemorrhage  during  pregnancy  and  after  delivery 
of  the  child.  In  what  circumstances  would  you, 
as  a  midwife,  employ  any  particular  method  ? 

5.  What  are  the  dangers  of  vaginal  examination 
during  labour  ?  How  can  these  dangers  be 
avoided  and  what  information  do  you  gain  from 
such  an  examination  ? 

6.  Name  three  of  the  antiseptics  you  are  accus- 
tomed to  use,  stating  in  what  strength  and  for 
what  purpose  you  use4hem,  and  how  you  would 
prepare  them. 

THE    ROYAL   MATERNITY  CHARITY 
OF    LONDON. 

As  we  go  to  press  the  Annual  General  Meeting 
of  the  Governors  will  take  place  at  the  Charity's 
Ofiices,  38,  John  Street,  Bedford  Row,  W.i. 


"LIKE    SO    MANY    CATS." 

Judge  Darling  and  Morality  of  Worcester. 

At  Worcester  Assizes,  Clara  Elizabeth  Burrows, 
convicted  in  a  case  of  illegal  operation,  was  sen- 
tenced to  eighteen  months'  hard  labour. 

Mr.  Justice  Darling  said  five  witnesses  on  whom 
the  operation  was  performed  gave  evidence  so 
callously  and  unblushingly  that  one  wondered 
there  could  be  found  so  many  people  in  Worcester 
who  had  no  more  morality  or  sense  of  decency 
than  so  many  cats  or  pigs. 
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EDITORIAL. 

THE    NURSING    IN    MENTAL    HOSPITALS. 

The  question  of  the  care  of  the  insane  in 
Public  Asylums,  or,  as  they  are  now  more 
usually  and  properly  called,  Mental  Hospitals, 
is  one  which  is  arousing  a  great  deal  of  anxiety 
and  interest  at  the  present  time.  These  have 
been  stimulated  (i)  by  the  book  written  by  Dr. 
Montagu  Lomax,  '*  The  Experiences  of  an 
Asylum  Doctor,"  the  revelations  in  which  have 
shocked  the  public  conscience ;  (2)  by  the  fact 
that  the  asylum  door,  which  is  uS'ually  tightly 
closed,  has  been  left  somewhat  ajar  because 
of  the  number  of  ex-Service  men  who  have 
passed  through  its  portals — a  situation  which 
again  hurts  the  public,  who  endeavour  to  pene- 
trate the  silence,  and  to  discover  what  happens 
to  these  heroic  sufferers  in  their  enforced  seclu- 
sion ;  (3)  the  public  are  also  beginning  to 
realise  that  our  Lunacy  Laws  are  in  need  of 
revision,  and  that  it  is  outrageous  that  before 
a  patient  can  be  received  into  a  Mental  Hosi- 
pital  he  must  be  certified  as  insane,  when  by 
that  time  the  most  favourable  period  for 
effecting  an  eventual  cure  has  passed. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  early  in  the  year 
the  Minister  of  Health  appointed  a  Depart- 
mental Committee  to  inquire  into,  and  report 
upon,  the  charges  made  by  Dr.  Lomax  against 
asylum  administration.  Dr.  Lomax  has,  how- 
ever, now  declined  to  give  evidence  before  this 
Committee,  for  reasons  which  he  has  made 
public  in  the  press.  In  adopting  this  course 
he  is  supported  by  the  advice  of  the  National 
Council  for  Lunacy  Reform,  and  influenced  by 
the  fact  that  the  National  Asylum  Workers' 
Union,  to  which  most  of  the  witnesses  for  the 
facts  narrated  in  his  book  belong,  has  informed 
the  Minister  of  Health  that  owing  to  the  un- 
representative character  of  the  Committee  it 
has  instructed  its  members  not  to  give  evi- 
dence. 


Dr.  Lomax  states  in  the  Times  that  "  what 
is  needed  for  this  purpose  is  a  Royal  Commis- 
sion, not  a  Departmental  Committee.  A  body 
consisting  of  two  representative  women,  a 
medical  man  of  recognised  authority,  together 
with  a  barrister  of  repute,  and  one  or  two 
members  of  Parliament  and  social  workers, 
the  whole  presided  over  by  a  retired  Judge, 
seems  to  me  to  be  the  sort  of  Commission 
needed.  There  is  no  necessity  for  mental 
specialists — we  want  human  beings,  not 
specialists.  Such  a  Commission  could  hear  all 
the  evidence  brought  before  it,  examine  wit- 
nesses on  oath,  and  visit  as  many  asylums  as 
might  be  necessary.  Then,  having  issued  its 
report,  it  would  be  for  Parliament  to  appoint 
a  special  legal  and  medical  committee  to  draw 
up  the  draft  of  a  new  Lunacy  Act.  For  nothing 
short  of  a  new  Act  will  be  able  to  effect  the 
reforms  needed.  This  all  legal  and  mental 
specialists  fully  realise." 

It  is  not  surprising  that  in  the  wide  pub- 
licity given  in  the  press  to  the  discussion  of 
the  subject  the  need  of  a  more  public  recogni- 
tion of  the  services  of  both  male  and  female 
mental  nurses  should  receive  attention.  The 
work  of  general  nurses,  and  untrained  workers, 
in  the  War  received  generous  recognition. 
Much  of  it  was  splendid,  but  its  recognition 
was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  done 
in  the  full  light  of  publicity,  often  by  socially 
influential  people. 

Mental  nurses  work  behind  closed  doors  and 
have  little  social  influence,  and  though  the 
duties  are  difficult,  dangerous,  and  demand 
the  highest  qualities  of  heart  and  mind,  as  well 
as  professional  skill,  public  recognition  and 
honours  are  rarely  bestowed  on  them. 

The  fine  national  work  of  mental  nurses 
should  receive  the  same  sympathetic  considera- 
tion from  the  State,  and  from  the  Fount  of  all 
Honour,  as  that  of  anv  other  class  of  nurse. 
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OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


FOR  WHAT  COMPLICATIONS  IS  C.«SARIAN  SECTION 
USUALLY  PERFORMBD?  WHAT  WOULD  YOU  PRE- 
PARE FOR  AN  EMERGENCY  OPERATION.  AND  WHAT 
ARE     THE     DANGERS    TO     BE    GUARDED     AGAINST? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Henrietta  Ballard,  Garrett 
Anderson  Hospital,  Euston  Road,   N.W.i. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Caesarian  section,  or  the  operation  for  re- 
moval of  the  foetus  from  the  uterus  by 
abdominal  incision,  is  performed  when 
obstruction  exists  which,  absolutely  prevents 
the  delivery  of  the  child  through  its  natural 
passage,  or  when  other  complications  exist  ■ 
which  endanger  the  maternal  life  by  allowing 
labour  to  proceed. 

Complications  causing  obstruction  are  : — 

Contracted  Pelvis,  having  a  conjugate  dia- 
meter not  more  than  two  inches,  or  brim 
diameter  also  being  very  small. 

Tumours  or  Cancer  of  cervix  or  lower  uterine 
segment  causing  obstruction  at  outlet  of  uterus, 
or  ovarian  tumours,  may  necessitate  the 
operation. 

Growth  on  Pelvic  Bones  also  causes  a 
diminished  diameter  and  prevents  normal  par- 
tuition. 

Maternal  Complications  are  : — Eclampsia, 
placenta  praevia,  accidental  haemorrhage,  and 
heart  disease. 

CcBsarian  Section  has  been  performed  at  the 
death  of  the  mother  to  extract  a  living  child. 
History  relates  that  Caesarian  Section  was  per- 
formed at  the  birth  of  Julius  Caesar,  from 
whence  the  name  of  the  operation  is  derived. 

Emergency  Operation. — If  operation  is  to 
take  place  in  hospital,  the  preparation  of 
theatre  does  not  concern  us.  But  if  in  private 
house,  select  as  light  and  warm  a  room  as 
possible,  cover  walfe  and  floors  with  clean 
sheets  in  preference  to  raising  dust  by  removal 
of  pictures  or  carpets.  Remove  surplus  furni- 
ture and  procure  a  firm  kitchen  table;  scrub 
well  all  over  and  cover  with  a  carbolised 
mackintosh  and  clean  blankets  and  sheets,  and 
a  loose  blanket  for  covering  patient  to  be  folded 
on  top  and  a  clean  slip  on  pillbw.  Prepare 
three  or  four  small  tables  by  thorough 
cleansing,  and  cover  with!  boiled  cloths  or  any 
sterilised  cloth  obtainable  for  lotions,  dress- 
ing, anesthetics  and  instruments.  Sterilise 
bowls,  dishes  and  jugs,  having  one  as  flat  as 
possible  for  instruments.  Several  quarts  of 
sterile  water — hot  and  cold — must  be  ready, 
and  also  normal   saline.      A  bath  must  be   in 


readiness  for  the  infant  in  case  it  is  asphyxiated 
and  requires  a  hot  bath  immediately. 

A  fishi-kettle  will  make  a  useful  steriliser. 
The  surgeon  will  bring  instruments  and  dress- 
ings, &c.,  but  a  few  towels  should  be  boiled 
well  and  then  left  in  saline  in  case  they  are 
wanted  for  the  uterus. 

Prepare  bed  for  patient  before  the  operation 
if  working  alone;  have  plenty  of  hot-water 
bottles  ready,  as  shock  will  be  present  to  some 
extent. 

Preparation  of  Patient. — ^Give  enema,  restrict 
food,  shave  abdomen  and  pubes,  give  patient 
a  bathi  if  possible,  and  prepare  site  of  opera- 
tion as  surgeon  prefers.  Usually  ether  or 
iodine  are  painted  on  skin,  and  sterile  dressing 
applied.  Special  attention  must  be  paid  to 
cleansing  of  umbilicus  and  external  genera- 
tive organs,  as  micro-organisms  are  very 
numerous  in  latter  area.  Just  before  operation, 
put  on  clean  nightdress,  &c.,  remove  jewellery 
and  artificial  teeth  ;  if  hair  has  not  been  washed, 
put  clean  cloth  or  cap  over  it,  and  pass  a 
catheter. 

Linoleum  under  and  around  operating  table 
prevents  staining  of  floor  or  sheets,  and  can 
easily  be  rendered  clean.  Pails  will  be  useful 
for  dirty  dressings  and  placenta,  &c. 

Dangers  to  the  Mother  are  : — 

Sepsis. — This  must  be  guarded  against  by 
destroying  germs  as  far  as  possible  and  pre- 
venting their  entrance  into  wounds  or  cavities. 
Thorough  cleansing  of  patient,  and  aseptic  con- 
dition of  all  apparatus,  appliances,  clothing  and 
dressings  will  go  far  to  prevent  this  condition ; 
but  the  operator  and  assistants  must  be  equally 
aseptic  in  clothing  and  hands,  arms  and  gloves. 

Hcemorrhage  is  most  likely  to  occur  if 
placenta  praevia  was  the  obstruction  necessitat- 
ing operation.  Hot  douches  must  be  at  hand 
in  case  needed,  but  pituitrin  given  hypoder- 
mically,  or  ergotine,  may  arrest  same. 

Heart  Failure. — This  is  not  common,  as 
pregnant  women  take  chloroform  well,  even 
with  cardiac  trouble;  but  stimulants  and  hot 
flannels  should  be  ready. 

Dangers  to  Child: — 

Asphyxiation,  especially  if  placenta  is  on 
anterior  wall,  and  has  to  be  broken  through 
before  child  can  be  extracted  ;  but  a  hot  bath 
and  artificial  respiration  usually  revive  the 
infant  satisfactorily. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honourable 
mention  : — Miss  Marian  Gillam,  Miss  P. 
Thomsom  Miss  M.  James,  Miss  N.  Sutton, 
Miss  Dora  Vine. 


Fehruary  i8,  1922      ^|;,e  Brtttsb  Soumal  ot  mursing. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 

We  have  received  a  large  number  of  letters 
from  members  of  the  Nursing-  Profession  and 
others,  expressing  their  pleasure  that  the 
"Certificate  Question"  has  been  settled  in 
their  favour  by  the  General  Nursing  Council, 
and  hoping  the  Minister  of  Health  will  approve 
its  decision  that  their  hardly  earned  certificates 
shall  be  recorded  on  the  State  Register.  We 
do  not  think  any  good  purpose  would  be  served 
at  the  present  time  in  publishing  such  letters  at 
length,  but  the  whole  documentary  evidence 
on  this  matter  has  been  filed  for  future  reference 
if  necessary. 

The  important  thing  now  is  to  register,  and 
not  to  leaive  it  until  it  is  too  late  to  appear  in 
the  first  issue  of  the  Register.  Crowding  in  at 
the  last  moment  means  congestion  in  the 
routine  work  of  the  oflfice.  Remember,  the  first 
Register  is  to  be  published  as  soon  after 
July  I  St,   1922,  as  possible. 


The  "Marys"  of  Queen  Alexandra's  Im- 
perial Military  Nursing  Service  have  sent  ;^5, 
and  those  of  the  Territorial  Army  Nursing 
Service  three  guineas,  to  the  Marys'  Wedding 
Gift  to  Princess  Mary.  Every  day  Her  Royal 
Highness  receives  deputations  bringing  gifts, 
for  which  she  thanks  them  in  pretty  little 
speeches. 


The  Banquet  organised  by  the  friends  of 
Miss  Anna  C.  Maxwell,  R.N.,  which  took  place 
in  New  York  at  the  beginning  of  this  month, 
went  off  with  great  splendour.  About  800 
persons  were  present,  personal  friends  and  co- 
workers, men  and  women.  A  distinguished 
colleague  writes  "  it  was  a  beautiful  way  of 
closing  her  long  and  useful  professional  life. 
The  message  sent  by  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick, 
President  of  the  National  Council  of  Nurses  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  on  its  behalf,  was 
effectively  read  by  the  chairman,  Dr.  John 
Hinley,  former  President  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  New  York."  We  hope  in  a  future  issue 
to  give  a  fuller  account  of  this  inspiring  tribute 
to  the  devoted  work  of  one  of  that  company 
which  blazed  the  nursing  trail  in  America. 


Members  of  the  Matrons'  Council  are  looking 
forward  to  their  meeting  at  the  London  Tem- 
perance Hospital,  Hampstead  Road,  N.W.,  on 
Saturday,  Februarj-  25th.  The  meeting  is  at 
3  p.m.,  after  which  the  Matron,  Miss  Kathleen 
Smith,  R.R.C.,  will  entertain  guests  to  tea. 


We  learn  the  Wigmore  Hotel  is  to  be 
turned  into  a  big  Nursing  Home,  or,  in  other 
words,  a  large  private  hospital,  with  several 
medical  men  on  the  board.  It  will  contain 
fifty  bedrooms,  each  having  its  own  bathroom, 
and  two  operating  theatres  on  the  roof. 

We  know  something,  from  seven  years' 
practical  experience,  of  the  management  of  a 
Nursing  Home.  To  hej  the  Director  of  such 
a  concern  is  a  liberal  education  in  the  idiosyn- 
cracies  of  human  nature !  At  present  the 
majority  of  these  Homes  are  the  private  con- 
cerns of  trained  nurses,  and  whether  they  are 
well  managed  or  otherwise  depends  to  a  large 
extent  on  such  proprietors.  With  an  ex- 
perienced, practical,  and  conscientious  woman 
at  the  head,  with  capital  in  hand,  many  of  these 
institutions  are  run  well ;  but  there  is  no  la\v 
to  compel  such,  conditions,  and  in  Homes  run 
for  profit  by  untrained  men  and  women,  ver}' 
discreditable  conditions  are  known  to  exist. 

The  chief  diflfiiculty  in  connection  with 
Nursing  Homes  is  that  they  have  not 
been  built  for  the  purpose,  and  are  usually 
inconvenient  and  too  small  in  which  to 
make  a  profit  without  exploitation  of  the 
limited  number  of  patients  who  can  be 
admitted.  Then,  few  trained  nurses  have 
sufficient  reserve  capital,  and  there  is  a  tempta- 
tion to  economise  in  undesirable  directions. 
The  cost  now  of  a  resident  nursing  staff,  of 
reliable  domestic  labour  and  a  high  standard  of 
cleanliness,  a  good  quality  of  food,  of  warmth 
and  heat,  and  other  items,  is  almost  prohibitive, 
unless  provided  for  a  large  number  of  persons ; 
and  the  complaint  of  patients  and  often  of 
doctors  that  the  charge  of  four  or  five  guineas 
a  week  should  suflRce  means  not  only  no  great 
profit,  but  working  at  a  loss.  Doctors  are 
seldom  men  of  business,  and  the  management 
of  large  private  hospitals  will  not  succeed  with- 
out sound  finance  and  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  domestic,  economy.  What  we  need  in 
London  are  first-class  Hotel  Hospitals  where 
science  regulates  the  commissariat  department, 
as  it  does  that  of  the  medical  and  surgical 
technique. 

We  remember  many  such  little  conversations 
as  the  following  with  private  patients  on  our 
daily  rounds  : — 

Matron  :  "  Feeling  more  cheerful  this  morn- 
ing?    What  sort  of  a  night?  " 

Patient  :  "  Not  so  bad  ;  but  am  ver\'  tired  of 
slops. ' ' 

Matron  :  "  Now  just  guess.  I  have  a  bit  of 
good  news  for  you." 

Patient  (eagerly)  :  "  Solids?  " 
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Matron  :  "  Yes,  solids,  and  anything^  you 
like  in  reason." 

Patient  (cheerfully)  :  "  Oh  !  g-ood.  Now  do 
sit  down  and  let  us  consult  tog'etheir. " 

Matron  (taking-  a  chair)  :  ' '  Yes,  indeed.  You 
begin ;  here's  a  pencil  and  paper.  What  is 
your  special  fancy — breakfast,  luncheon,  tea, 
dinner  and  snacks?  " 

Patient :  "  This  is  a  lovely  g^ame.  I  feel  a 
new  map.  I  shall  be:  well  in  no  time.  Shall 
I  make  a  list  of  all  the  thing^s  I  like  and  all  the 
things  I  don't?  " 

Matron:   "An  excellent  plan." 

Later,  after  an  animated  discussion  on  food 
values,  the  patient  finding-  that  only  the  most 
delicate  (and  expensive)  food  nourishes  bis  par- 
ticular "  system,"  appetising  little  menus  are 
arranged,  to  which,  during-  the  rest  of  his  stay, 
he  looks  forward  from  hour  to  hour,  and  upon 
which  his  strength  and  g^eneral  health  rapidly 
improve. 

We  hope  an  experienced  dietitian  with  a 
palate  will  be  included  in  the  staff,  with  a  seat 
on  the  Board,  of  the  future  Hotel  Hospital. 


Sir  William  Collins,  presiding-  at  a  meeting- 
at  Birkbeck  Collegfe  on  February  loth,  refer- 
ring- to  Miss  Florence  Nig-htingfale  from 
personal  acquaintance  with  her,  testified  that 
the  "  Lady  of  the  Lamp  "  could  also  be  the 
"  Lady  of  the  Lash,"  more  especially  when 
dealing-  with  stupid  officialism  in  high  quarters. 


Dr.  L  Bernard  Barclay,  Resident  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Norwich  Infirmary,  Bowthorpe 
Road,  has  written  to  the  local  press,  criticising- 
a  letter  which  has  been  published  from  Mr. 
Percy  Robinson,  Chairman  of  the  House  Com- 
mittee, Norwich  Board  of  Guardians,  relative 
to  the  staffing-  of  the  Infirmary,  arising-  out  of 
the  evidence  g^iven  by  Dr.  Barclay  at  an  inquest, 
to  which  we  referred  last  week,  and  which 
showed  that,  with  the  limited  staff  of  nurses 
on  duty,  a  special  nurse  was  not  possible  for  an 
operation  case.  Dr.  Barclay  gfives  chapter  and 
verse  for  his  evidence,  with  which  no  trained 
nurse  will  disagree.     He  adds  : — 

"  The  entire  nursings  staff  has  been  working- 
overtime  (beyond  the  48-hour  week)  to  the  full 
knowledg-e  of  the  House  Committee.  This  has 
been  rendered  necessary  to  cope  with  the 
general  excess  of  work,  which  must  not  be 
taken  to  mean  the  recent  influenza  epidemic. 
During"  my  tenure  of  office  I  have  repeatedly 
drawn  the  attention  of  the  House  Committee 
to  the  shortagfe  of  the  nursing-  staff.  The  Guar- 
dians are  now   receiving-   deputations  from   a 


union  upon  the  subject  of  workings  hours  per 
week  and  their  extension.  Nevertheless  the 
nursing-  staff  has  been  and  is  voluntarily  work- 
ings overtime.  Such  ' '  professional  keenness  ' ' 
shown  in  the  cause  of  humanity — the  spirit  of 
the  nursing-  profession — should  not  be  tendered 
as  an  excuse  to  g-loss  over  a  difficulty  and  the 
nursing-  staff  shortag-e. 

"  In  conclusion,  I  deeply  reg-ret  the  necessity 
for  this  letter,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Robinson,  as 
Chairman  of  the  House  Committee,  has  con- 
sistently done  his  utmost  to  further  the  best 
interestsi  of  the  infirmary.  It  is,  then,  the  more 
lamentable  that,  by  inference,  he  should  seek 
to  cast  blame  upon  any  official  for  what  is 
clearly  inadequate  staff  provision.  It  is  stiU 
to  be  assumed  that  medical  officers  and  nurses 
to  public  institutions  have  the  interests  of 
patients  under  their  care  at  heart,  and  them- 
selves jealously  watch  over  the  institution  so 
far  as  lies  in  their  power." 


It  is  thoug-ht  likely  that  the  statements  made 
by  Dr.  I.  Bernard  Barclay  with  reg-ard  to 
alleg-ed  understaffing-  of  the  Poor  Law  Infirmary 
will  form  the  subject  of  a  Ministry  of  Health 
inquiry.  

The  Lancet,  in  its  issue  of  February  nth, 
has  an  interesting-  note  on  "  Non-Resident 
Private  Nurses."  It  considers  "  it  is  remark- 
able that  for  private  nurses  the  custom  of 
living  in  still  persists.  A  resident  nurse,  even 
when  officially  off  duty,  is  always  liable  to  be 
called,  and  it  is  this,  together  with  the  con- 
stant need  of  adaptation  to  the  customs  of 
different  houses,  that  makes  the  life  of  the 
private  nurse  a  harassing- one. " 

There  is  something-  to  be  said  for  this  point 
of  view.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  it  adds  much  to  the  toil  of  the  nurse 
to  travel  in  all  weathers  to  and  from  the  case 
daily,  having-  perhaps  to  prepare  her  own 
breakfast  before  she  starts,  in  order  to  be  with 
the  patient  sufficiently  early.  Also,  she  carries 
with  her  an  ever-present  anxiety  for  the 
patient  if  she  is  the  only  nurse  in  attendance 
and  away  from  the  house,  and  therefore  out  of 
call. 

Non-resident  visiting-  nurses  are  no  doubt 
useful  in  some  cases,  but  their  employment  is 
only  practicable  in  larg-e  centres.  Private 
Nurses'  Co-operations  and  Societies  can  use- 
fully keep  a  few  nurses  ready  to  work  on  the 
non-resident  system,  and  the  Lancet  publishes 
a  list  of  such  Societies  in  London.  We  do  not 
doubt  there  are  others,  both  in  London  and  the 
provinces,  which  supply  daily  nurses  by  the 
week  when  there  is  a  demand  for  them. 


February  i8,  1922      x^\)c  Brlttfih  Soumal  of  IRuraino. 
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THE  NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  TRAINED 

(REGISTERED)     NURSES     OF     GREAT 

BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 


A  Meeting  of  the  above  Council  was  held  at 
431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.,  on  Saturday, 
February  nth,  the  President,  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick,  being  in  the  chair.  Presidents  and 
Delegates  were  present  from  the  following  Leagues 
and  Societies  :  The  Matrons'  Council  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  the  National  Union  of 
Trained  Nurses,  the  Registered  Nurses'  Society, 
the  Registered  Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council, 
the  League  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  Nurses, 
the  League  of  St.  John's  House  Nurses,  the 
Victoria  and  Bournemouth  Nurses  League,  Miss 
Elma  Smith  (Vice-President),  Miss  J.  C.  Child 
(the  Delegate  elected  at  a  meeting  held  at  Pretoria 
to  act  as  Delegate  of  the  South  African  Trained 
Nurses'  Association  to  the  Meeting  of  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Nurses  to  be  held  at  Copen- 
hagen) .  The  President  of  the  London  Temperance 
Hospital  Nurses'  League,  and  the  Hon.  Secretary 
of  the  Professional  Union  of  Trained  Nurses  were 
also  present. 

The  Minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  having 
been  read  and  confirmed,  letters  were  read  from 
Miss  Beatrice  Cutler,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Council, 
whose  unavoidable  absence  was  deeply  regretted  ; 
from  Miss  M.  Heather-Bigg,  R.R.C.,  President  of 
the. Matrons'  Council;  Miss  H.  Pearse,  President 
of  the  National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses  ;  Miss 
M.  E.  Carre,  President  of  the  Irish  Nurses'  Asso- 
ciation ;  and  from  Miss  Ramsden  and  Miss 
Livingstone  Charteris,  Directors,  regretting  their 
inability  to  be  present. 

Nomination  of  Delegates. 

Letters  were  also  received  nominating  the 
following  delegates  to  serve  on  the  Council : — 

From  Miss  E.  NichoUs,  Secretary  of  the  National 
Union  of  Trained  Nurses,  notifying  the  nomination 
of  Miss  M.  Lord,  Miss  M.  L.  Muriel,  and  Miss  E. 
Nicholls. 

From  Miss  R.  E.  Wallace,  President  of  the 
Southwark  Hospital  Nurses' League,  notifying  the 
nomination  of  Miss  L.  M.  Smith  (First  Assistant 
Matron),  and  Miss  F.  "W.  West  (Sister-Tutor)  at 
the  Southwark  Hospital. 

From  Mrs.  Priestley  Smith,  Hon.  Secretary  of 
the  Queen's  Hospital  (Birmingham)  Nurses' League, 
notifying  the  nomination  of  Miss  Ashbarry. 

All  the  nominations  were  approved. 

International  Council  of  Nurses  :    Business 
Meeting  at  Copenhagen. 

Letters  were  then  read  and  considered  from  Miss 
L.  L.  Dock,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  International 
Council  of  Nurses,  as  to  the  desirability  of  holding 
an  interim  meeting  for  the  transaction  of  necessary 
business,  including  the  affiliation  of  National 
Councils  of  Nurses  waiting  for  admission,  and  the 
election  of  an  Hon.  Secretary. 


Letters,  enclosed  by  Miss  Dock,  were  also  read 
from  Mrs.  Henny  Tscherning,  President  of  the 
International  Council  of  Nurses,  notif5dng  that 
the  administration  of  the  Danish  Council  of 
Nurses  has  unanimously  approved  the  proposal 
to  hold  an  interim  meeting,  and  ofiering  to  have 
it  in  Copenhagen  from  May  22nd  to  May  24th. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  said  that  Miss  Dock  was  of 
opinion  that  she  should  retire  from  the  post  of 
Hon.  Secretary,  and  that  the  work  should  be 
carried  on  by  one  of  the  younger  generation  of 
nurses.  Miss  Dock  had  acted  in  this  capacity 
since  the  foundation  of  the  Council  in  1899,  and 
it  was  her  personaUty,  her  genius,  the  study  she 
had  made  of  nursing  conditions  in  various  parts 
of  the  world,  her  wide  sympathies,  and  her  ability 
and  assiduity  in  conducting  the  business  of  the 
International  Council  of  Nurses  which  had  been 
such  great  factors  in  its  success.  We  might  have 
many  able  Hon.  Secretaries  in  the  future,  but 
none  would  ever  quite  take  the  place  of  Miss 
Dock. 

Delegates  to  Copenhagen. 

The  nomination  by  the  National  Council  of 
Trained  Nurses  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  of 
four  delegates  to  the  meeting  of  the  International 
Council  of  Nurses  in  Copenhagen  was  then  con- 
sidered. 

The  President  estimated  that  the  inclusive  cost 
to  each  Delegate  would  be  £2^.  She  spoke  of  the 
deep  interest  taken  by  the  late  Miss  Isla  Stewart 
in  the  International  meetings,  and  her  faith  in 
the  uplifting,  illuminating,  broadening  influence 
which  they  had  on  those  attending  them.  She 
thought  the  Isla  Stewart  Memorial  Fund  Com- 
mittee might  sympathetically  entertain  a  pro- 
position to  devote  the  interest  of  the  Fund  at  its 
disposal  this  year  to  sending  a  Bart.'s  nurse  as  an 
Isla  Stewart  Delegate  to  Copenhagen,  as  one  of  the 
four  official  delegates  of  the  National  Council. 

It  was  then  proposed  by  Miss  Elma  Smith, 
seconded  by  Miss  Waind,  and  unanimously  agreed, 
that  a  recommendation  should  be  sent  from  the 
National  Council  to  the  Isla  Stewart  Memorial 
Committee  to  this  effect. 

It  was  agreed,  on  the  proposition  of  Miss  M. 
Lord,  seconded  by  Miss  Margaret  McDonald,  that 
Miss  M.  Huxley,  who  had  notified  her  intention 
of  going  to  Copenhagen,  should  be  asked  to  act 
as  one  of  the  four  delegates  and,  on  the  proposition 
of  the  President,  that  Miss  Helen  Pearse  should 
be  invited  to  act  as  the  third.  It  was  also  resolved 
to  consult  Scotland  before  nominating  the  fourth. 
It  was  agreed  that  the  delegates  must  be  "  Regis- 
tered  Nurses." 

The  nomination  of  a  candidate  for  the  position 
of  the  very  important  post  of  Hon.  Secretary  to 
the  International  Council  was  also  considered. 

Mrs.  Tscherning  had  notified  that  if  there  were 
any  questions  the  National  Council  of  Nurses  of 
Great  Britain  would  like  to  have  discussed  at  the 
meeting  of  Delegates  at  Copenhagen  the  Danish 
Council  of  Nurses  would  be  glad  to  know  of  them 
as   soon    as   possible.     The   President   asked   the 
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Delegates  present  to  consider  this  matter  and  to 
notify  Miss  Cutler  in  the  course  of  the  next  month 
if  there  were  any  questions  they  or  the  organisa- 
tions they  represented  would  like  discussed.  She 
mentioned  that  the  late  Mrs.  Hampton  Robb  had 
been  very  desirous  that  the  question  of  an  Inter- 
national Standard  of  Nursing  Education  should 
be  furthered  by  the  I.C.N. 

Applications  for  Admission  to  the  National 
Council  of  Trained  Nurses. 
The  applications  of  three  organisations  of  nurses 
for  afhliation  with  the  National  Council  were  then 
received  and  considered. 

1.  The  London  Temperance  Hospital  Nurses' 
League.  President,  Miss  K.  A.  Smith,  R.R.C.  ; 
Hon.  Secretary,  Miss  Ethel  M.  Moore. 

Miss  Elma  Smith  moved  and  Miss  Child  seconded 
that  the  application  be  approved.     Agreed. 

2.  The  Professional  Union  of  Trained  Nurses. 
President,  Miss  Beatrice  Kent ;  Hon.  Secretary, 
Miss  E.  Maude  MacCallum. 

In  reply  to  an  enquiry  from  Miss  Waind,  the 
President  said  that  although  Nursing  was  a  pro- 
fession, its  economic  side  was  very  important.  In 
the  mind  of  some  nurses.  Trades  Unionism  was 
associated  entirely  with  strikes,  but  more  and 
more  the  value  of  strikes  was  being  discounted, 
and  arbitration  by  bodies  on  which  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  employers  and  employed  came 
together  on  equal  terms  was  taking  their  place. 

The  National  Council  of  Trained  Nurses  was  a 
body  on  which  all  classes  of  opinion  within  the 
Nursing  Profession  should  be  represented. 

It  was  then  proposed  by  Miss  H.  Hawkins, 
seconded  by  Miss  M.  Lord,  that  the  application  be 
approved.     Agreed. 

3.  The  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary  Nurses'  League. 
President,   Miss  M.   Steuart  Donaldson,   R.R.C. 

It  was  proposed  by  Miss  E.  T.  Bickerton,  R.R.C, 
and  seconded  by  Miss  J.  C.  Child,  that  the  appli- 
cation be  approved.     Agreed. 

The  President  said  it  was  a  great  pleasure  to 
welcome  this  League,  as,  though  since  the  founda- 
tion of  the  League  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital 
Nurses  in  1899,  ^  number  of  similar  societies  of 
nurses  had  been  organised  in  this  country,  it  was 
a  new  departure  in  Scotland,  and  she  hoped  other 
Scottish  Nursing  Schools  would  follow  the  example 
of  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary. 

Resignation  of  Hon.  Treasurer. 

The  next  business  was  to  receive  the  resignation 
of  the  Hon.  Treasurer,  Miss  Christina  Forrest, 
which  was  received  with  very  great  regret.  The 
President  reminded  the  Council  that  Miss  Forrest 
had  acted  in  this  capacity  since  1904,  and  had 
done  wonderful  work,  bringing  to  it  a  great  enthu- 
siasm and  conserving  the  funds  of  the  Council. 

It  was  moved  by  Miss  M.  McDonald,  President 
of  the  Victoria  and  Bournemouth  Nurses'  League, 
and  seconded  by  Miss  E.  B.  Kingsford,  that  Miss 
Forrest's  resignation  be  accepted  with  deep  regret, 
and  that  Miss  M.  Breay  be  invited  to  fill  the 
position  thus  vacated.     This  was  agreed. 

The  President  asked  Miss  McDonald  to  convey 


to  Miss  Forrest  the  love  of  the  National  Council, 
and  its  grateful  thanks  for  her  fine  pioneer  work. 
This  Miss  McDonald  undertook  to  do,  and  added 
that  Miss  Forrest  wished  her  to  say  she  was  not 
lazy,  the  spirit  was  as  willing  as  ever,  it  was  only 
the  flesh  that  was  weak. 

The  Financial  Report. 
Miss   Breay,  who   has   recently   been   acting  as 
Hon.    Treasurer,    presented    the   Annual    Report, 
showing  a  balance  of  £iy  i6s.  3d.,  the  expenditure 
for  the  year  amounting  to  /lo  12s. 

Election  of  Hon.  Officers. 

The  following  Hon.  Officers  were  then  elected, 
in  place  of  those  retiring  in  rotation  :— - 

Vice-Presidents  :  Miss  G.  A.  Rogers  (Hon.  Presi- 
dent Royal  Infirmary  Leicester  Nurses'  League), 
Miss  M.  Steuart  Donaldson,  R.R.C.  (President 
Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary  Nurses'  League),  Miss 
M.  Huxley  (Past  President  Irish  Nurses'  Asso- 
ciation) . 

Directors  :  Miss  R.  E.  Wallace,  R.R.C.  (Presi- 
dent Southwark  Hospital  Nurses'  League),  Miss 
Kathleen  A.  Smith,  R.R.C.  (President  London 
Temperance  Hospital  Nurses'  League). 

Hon.  Secretary  :  Miss  Beatrice  Cutler. 

Professional  Status  of  the  National  Council- 
It  was  hoped  that  all  members  of  the  Council 
would  soon  be  "  Registered  Nurses,"  so  that  the 
Council  (as  provided  in  the  Constitution)  could 
substitute  the  title  "  Registered  "  for  "  Trained." 
The  meeting  then  terminated. 


PROGRESS  AT  PADDINGTON  HOSPITAL. 

The  authorities  of  Paddington  Hospital  (formerly 
Infirmary)  have  decided  to  improve  the  training 
of  their  Nurses  by  establishing,  a  PreUminary 
Training  School,  which  is  to  be  opened  on 
March  ist. 

In  future  all  Probationer  Nurses  will  spend 
their  first  two  months  in  the  Preliminary  Training 
School,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sister-Tutor 
and  her  Assistant.  During  this  period  they  will 
be  taught  Elementary  Anatomy  and  Physiology, 
Hygiene,  Invahd  Cookery,  &c.,  and  practical 
elementary  nursing.  These  Probationers  will  also 
be  shown  how  to  clean  and  care  for  Hospital 
property,  and  under  the  Sister's  supervision  they 
will  attend  the  Nurse's  Sick  Room,  and  look  after 
any  sick  staff  warded  there.  No  salarj?^  will  be 
paid  during  this  two  months,  but  the  four  years' 
training  will  be  counted  from  the  day  of  entry 
into  the  School. 

At  the  Central  Poor  Law  Conference  on  Wed- 
nesday, Mrs.  Eustace  H.  Lipscomb,  a  trained 
nurse  as  well  as  a  Poor  Law  Guardian,  expressed 
the  conviction  that  while  the  Syllabus  in  connection 
with  the  State  Register  certainly  increased  the 
strain  in  the  competition  to  get  nurses,  if  the 
County  Union  Infirmary  could  offer  any  hopie 
of  facilities  for  study  it  would  attract  a  much 
better  class  of  nurse,  and  a  far  more  competent 
staff,  than  nowadays. 
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HONOURS    FOR    NURSES. 

Royal  Red  Cross. 

The  following  ladies  were  invested  with  the 
Decoration  of  the  Royal  Red  Cross,  by  His  Majesty 
the  King,  at  Buckingham  Palace,  on  Thursday, 
February  9th  : — 

Received  a  Bar. — Principal  Matron  Mary  Rannie. 
Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing 
Service. 

Members. — ^Matron  Annie  Hill,  Queen  Alex- 
andra's Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve; 
Sister  Elizabeth  Ohlsson,  Queen  Alexandra's 
Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve  ;  May, 
Mrs.  Shaw,  British  Red  Cross  Society ;  Matron 
Elizgibeth  Davies,  British  Red  Cross  Society ; 
Matron  Ida  Mackintosh,  British  Red  Cross  Society; 
Sister  Louise  Hicks,  British  Red  Cross  Society  ; 
and  Sister  Edith  Cobb,  Civil  Hospitals. 

M^DAILLE   DE   LA    RECONNAISSANCE    FRAN9AISE. 

The  Vicomtesse  de  la  Panouse,  President  of  the 
British  Committee  of  the  French  Red  Cross  has, 
in  a  most  kind  letter,  notified  Miss  Edith  Wads- 
worth  of  the  Registered  Nurses'  Society,  who  for 
three  years  during  tlie  war  did  excellent  service, 
in  connection  with  the  French  Flag  Nursing  Corps  _ 
for  the  French  sick  and  wounded  _  that  she  has  been 
awarded  the  Medaille  de  la  Reconnaissance 
Fran^aise.  The  Vicomtesse  writes  : — "  T  hope 
that  this  medal  of  the  Reconnaissance  Fran9aise — 
modest  as  it  may  be— will  speak  to  you,  with  the 
gratitude  of  my  country,  of  all  my  deep  and  affec- 
tionate admiration  for  the  immense  good  you  have 
effected  in  aiding  and  solacing  my  unhappy  com- 
patriots during  the  war." 


QUEEN'S  NURSES'  BENEVOLENT  FUND. 

Hardly  ten  years  have  gone  by  since  the  incep- 
tion of  this  Fund,  but  in  that  time  over  ;^2,400 
have  been  raised  through  the  eflEorts  of  Queen's 
Nurses  themselves  and  the  Committees  of  local 
•  Associations,  aided  by  a  yearly  grant  of  ;^50  from 
Alexandra  Day,  the  name  of  the  Fund  having- 
been  placed  on  Queen  Alexandra's  own  list.  All 
this  money  has  been  invested,  with  the  exception 
of  the  necessary  amount  required  for  working 
expenses  (which  are  kept  as  low  as  possible).  In 
1921  the  interest  derived  was  £88  ids.  gd.,  and  it 
is  from  the  interest  that  all  expenses  are  paid  each 
year,  the  capital  being  left  untouched  in  order 
.  that  the  largest  amount  may  be  gained  from  the 
investments.  Four  Queen's  Nurses,  who  have 
become  totally  disabled  as  the  result  of  long  and 
severe  illness  and  can  no  longer  carry  on  their 
work,  axe  now  receiving  ;^20  a  year  each,  and  their 
fellow  nurses  feel  only  too  glad  that  they  should 
be  able  to  help  them  in  this  way. 

The  Queen's  Nurses'  Benevolent  Fund  is 
proving  the  great  need  for  its  existence,  but  the 
Committee  have  not  sufficient  money  at  their 
disposal  to  enable  them  to  undertake  more  than 
they  are  at  present  doing,  and  it  will  not  be 
possible  to  entertain  more  applications,  should 
any  be   made.     If   a  larger   number   of  Queen's 


Nurses  will  support  their  own  Fund,  its  sphere  of 
usefulness  will  in  proportion  be  greatly  enlarged. 
Subscriptions  should  be  sent  to  the  Hon.  Secretary, 
27,  Bessborough  Gardens,  London,  S.W.i,  who 
will  also  gladly  supply  any  further  information 
on  receipt  of  a  post-card. 


NATIONAL  INSURANCE. 

Sir  Alfred  Mond,  Minister  of  Health,  has  intro- 
duced a  Bill  to  amend  the  National  Health 
Insurance  Act. 

It  provides  for  the  increase  of  the  payments 
of  both  employers  and  work-people  by  a  half- 
penny a  week.  Employers  pay  5d.  for  both  men 
and  women,  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Bill  their 
obligation  will  be  5^d.  ;  men  now  pay  5d.  and 
women  4d.  The  State  contributions  remain 
unchanged.  In  return  for  this  extra  payment 
contributors  will  be  entitled  to  dental  benefi.t, 
but  it  is  calculated  that  the  net  effect  will  be  to  the 
financial  advantage  of  the  State. 


The  Ministers  of  Health  and  Labour  have 
jointly  appointed  an  Inter-Departmental  Com- 
mittee to  ^consider  the  relations  of  Health  In- 
surance and  Unemployment  Insurance,  and  to 
investigate  the  possibility  of  reducing  the  total 
cost  of  administration  by  modifying  the  unem- 
ployment insurance  scheme  and  by  amalgamating 
unemployment  and  health  insurance  cards,  records, 
and,  as  far  as  possible,  administration. 


Both  these  Acts  are  very  unpopular  with 
nurses,  as  they  are  not  calculated  to  meet  their 
needs.  But  there  is  no  reason  why  a  system 
of  insurance  from  which  they  might  receive 
adequate  benefit  should  not  be  devised,  in  times 
of  sickness  and  unemployment.  In  the  mean- 
while the  Trained  Women  Nurses'  Friendly 
Society,  431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.,  gives 
full  sick  pay  at  the  rate  of  14s.  6d.  a  week,  which 
quite  a  number  of  nurses  by  no  means  despise 
in  these  hard  times. 


TRUE  TALE  WITH  A  /VIORAL. 

We  stood  in  Oxford  Street  on  Monday  to 
watch  the  procession  of  the  unemployed,  when 
thousands  of  men  of  all  ages — closely  guarded 
by  police — marched  from  the  Embankment  to 
Marble  Arch.  It  was  a  terrible  heart-rending 
sight.  Shivering  in  their  poor  clothes  they  did 
not  appear  to  have  a  superfluous  ounce  of  flesh 
amongst  them.  We  overheard  the  following 
conversation  : — 

Well-dressed  woman  :  "  Why  don't  you  turn 
the  foreigners  out  ?  " 

Policeman  :  "  You'd  better  not  say  that  to  them." 

Woman  :   "  Why  ?  " 

Policeman  :  "  Cos  it  might  incite  them  to 
violence,  and  then  things  would  be  worse." 

Woman  :  "  Seems  to  me  things  couldn't  be 
worse  for  them — ^unless  they  were  in  hell."  And 
oflE  she  flung,  feeling  no  doubt  relieved  with  having 
had  the  last  word,  and  hot  and  strong  at  that. 
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LEAGUE   NEWS.  NUNS   AS    NURSES. 


LEAGUE  OF  5T.  JOHN'S  HOUSE  NURSES. 

A  meeting  of  the  League  of  St.  John's  House 
Nurses  was  held  in  London  on  February  9th, 
the  President,  Miss  M.  Breay,  in  the  Chair.  The 
members  present  had  the  pleasure  of  welcoming 
Miss  Mary  Burr  on  her  return  to  this  country 
after  her  long  absence  abroad.  Miss  Burr  was 
the  first  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  League,  and  its 
successful  organization  was  largely  due  to  her 
hard  work. 

It  was  agreed  that  a  letter  of  sympathy  should 
be  sent  to  the  Community  of  St.  Margaret,  East 
Grinstead,  on  the  death  of  Sister  Naomi,  formerly 
President  of  the  League. 

Resolutions. 

The  following  Resolutions,  which  were  carried 
unanimously,  have  been  forwarded  to  the  Minister 
of  Health  :— 

I. 

The  League  of  St.  John's  House  Nurses  in  General 
Meeting  assembled,  has  heard,  with  deep  relief,  that 
the  determined  attempt  of  certain  members  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales  to 
deprive  nurses  of  the  record  of  their  certificates  of 
training  on  the  State  Register  has  failed,  and  that  the 
Council  at  its  meeting  on  February  3rd  voted,  as 
agreed  business,  in  favour  of  an  amended  Schedule 
explicitly  providing  that  certificates,  when  possessed, 
shall  be  recorded.  The  League  respectfully  petitions 
the  Minister  of  Health  to  sign  this  Rule  as  amended. 

II. 

The  League  of  St.  John's  House  Nurses  also  respect- 
fully expresses  its  regret  that,  after  members  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  had  taken  direct  action, 
which  held  up  the  business  of  the  Council  for  ten 
weeks,  the  Minister  did  not,  as  empowered  by  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Act,  dissolve  the  Council,  and 
give  the  Registered  Nurses  an  opportunity  of  electing 
their  own  direct  representatives. 

The  following  Resolution,  also  carried  unani- 
mously, has  been  sent  to  those  members  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales, 
who,  so  far  as  practicable,  carried  on  the  business 
of  the  Council  during  the  recent  strike  : — 

The  League  of  St.  John's  House  Nurses  desires  to 
express  its  sincere  thanks  to  those  members  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales  who, 
during  the  recent  impasse,  acted  constitutionally,  and 
carried  on  the  duties  they  had  undertaken,  so  that 
the  nurses'  interests  might  be  prejudicially  affected  as 
little  as  possible.  They  assure  these  members  that 
they  have  their  present  gratitude,  as  they  will  also 
have  their  future  confidence. 

After  tea,  during  which  the  members  thoroughly 
enjoyed  the  opportunity  of  meeting  old  friends. 
Councillor  Beatrice  Kent  gave  a  most  interesting 
address  on  Nursing  in  Prisons  both  in  the  United 
States  of  America  and  also  in  this  country.  She 
related  how  some  years  ago  she  had  taken  part 
in  a  deputation  to  the  Home  Secretary  from  the 
Penal  Reform  League,  and  had  placed  the  need 
for  a  Prison  Nursing  Service  before  him,  and  her 
joy  that  this  was  now  an  accomplished  fact. 


The  employment  of  nuns,  who  have  only  received 
a  short  training,  as  nurses,  is  one  which  occasions 
considerable  feeling  in  Ireland,  as  does  also  the 
fact  that  they  are  not  permitted  to  take  their  share 
of  night  duty  ;  and  recently  letters  from  the  Most 
Rev.  Dr.  Fogarty,  Bishop  of  Killaloe,  to  the 
County  Clare  Board  of  Health,  and  from  the 
Assistant-Secretary  of  the  Irish  Nurses  and  Mid- 
wives'  Union,  published  in  the  Clare  Champion, 
throw  considerable  light  on  the  situation. 

The  Bishop  wrote  to  the  County  Clare  Board  of 
Health  :— 

"  I  have  no  objection  to  the  Sisters  of  Mercy  assuming 
full  control  of  the  Central  Home,  but  I  cannot  allow 
them  to  undertake  night  duty  there,  and  for  these 
reasons  :  (a)  It  is  against  a  general  regulation  made  on 
this  matter  by  the  Bishops  of  Ireland  ;  (6)  it  makes 
impossible  for  the  nuns  certain  spiritual  exercises 
essential  for  the  maintenance  01  their  religious  life  ; 
(c)  there  is  no  greater  necessity  for  it  now  than  at 
any  time  since  the  nuns  took  charge  of  the  Workhouse 
Hospital.  Therefore,  the  statement  of  your  committee 
that  there  is  no  other  alternative  but  dismissal  is  to 
me  unintelligible. 

"  The  desire  of  your  committee  to  get  rid  of  the 
nuns  is,  I  fear,  a  bad  omen.  It  is  not  for  gain  or 
pleasure  nuns  undertake  the  care  of  the  poor  and 
infirm,  but  for  Christian  charity.  We  know  what  these 
workhouse  hospitals  were,  and  the  conditions  of  the 
sick  poor  in  them  before  the  nuns  took  charge.  When 
the  advisers  of  your  committee  have  turned  out  the 
nuns,  and  staffed  the  place  with  young  lay  nurses, 
God  help  the  poor  helpless  old  people  that  shall  be 
carted  there  from  all  parts  of  the  county  to  rot  neglected, 
and  uncared  for  by  Divine  love." 


We  do  not  presume  to  offer  an  opinion  as  to 
what  spiritual  exercises  are  essential  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  religious  life  of  the  nuns. 
Of  that  the  Bishop  is  the  judge,  but  we  do  say  that 
if  those  spiritual  exercises  are  incompatible  with 
the  discharge  of  their  duties  to  the  patients — -at 
night  as  well  as  in  the  day — -then  these  should  be 
relinquished.  Moreover,  we  venture  to  remind 
the  Bishop  that  he  is  the  Chief  Shepherd  not  only 
of  the  Religious  in  his  diocese  but  of  the  young  lay 
nurses  also.  What  will  the  feelings  of  those 
nurses  be  when  they  read  in  the  public  Press  the 
opinion  of  their  Bishop  of  their  work  for  the  sick  ? 
It  is  certainly  not  calculated  to  inspire  them  with 
any  high  ideals.  Moreover,  if  night  duty  is  too 
difficult  an  ordeal  for  those  who  have  all  the 
support  of  the  religious  life,  why  should  it  be 
imposed  exclusively  on  "  young  lay  nurses."  If 
the  sick  are  to  be  efficiently  nursed  it  is  certain 
that  some  one  must  nurse  them  by  night  as  weU 
as  by  day,  and  the  nuns  should  take  their  share 
of  this  duty. 


The  Irish  Nurses  and  Midwives'  Union  protest 
against  "  the  totally  unjustifiable  and  uncalled-for 
insinuations  against  trained  lay  nurses  "  contained 
in  the  Bishop's  letter.  They  consider  that  all 
nurses,  whether  religious  or  Lay,  should   undergo 
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the  same  training,  and  be  preparedjto  perform 
all  the  duties  necessary  to  their  calling. 

The  Union  takes  its  stand  on  this  contention  _ 
and  hopes  that  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
Ireland  will  soon  be  able  to  turn  its  attention  to 
this  matter. 

We  agree  with  the  Union  that  the  matter  is  one 
for  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  Ireland,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  define  and  maintain  the  standard  of 
training  for  Registered  Nurses.  There  are  Religipus 
Orders  which  procure  full  nursing  training,  and 
nothing  would  be  more  calculated  to  raise  the 
standard  of  nursing  in  Ireland  than  that  the  nuns 
and  their  spiritual  advisers  should  realise  that  if 
they  desire  the  privilege  of  caring  for  the  sick 
they  should  be  at  least  as  well  qualified  as  the 
lay  nurses,  especially  as  they  aspire  to  supervision. 


The  testator  left  ;^i  8,000  stock  and  the  income 
from  ;^4,ooo  stock  for  hfe  to  his  nurse  Emily 
Knight  "  for  her  care  and  attention  during  his 
illness,"  and  ;£2,500  stock  to  each  of  her  sisters, 
Edith,  Eva,  and  Lilian. 


THE    PROFESSIONAL    UNION    OF 
TRAINED    NURSES. 

As  Sisters  in  responsible  posts  in  some  Hospitals 
are  receiving  a  salary  of  £65  per  annum,  while 
Probationers  (without  a  certificate)  in  others  are 
in  receipt  of  over  ;^8o,  the  Professional  Union  of 
Trained  Nurses  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be 
of  benefit  to  the  Nursing  Profession  if  salaries 
could  be  more  evenly  graded.  They  have  drawn 
up,  after  giving  the  matter  careful  attention,  the 
enclosed  scale,  and  consider  that  a  probationer  in 
training  does  not  require  a  large  salary,  but  that 
as  soon  as  she  has  received  her  certificate,  which 
will  enable  her  to  be  placed  upon  the  State  Register, 
it  ought  to  be  substantially  increased. 

Scale    of    Salaries    for    Probationers     and 
Nurses  in  Hospitals  and  Institutions. 
Probationer  :     ist  year    ;^20  ;     2nd  year,   £25  > 
3rd  year,  ^^30. 

Staff  Nurse  (certificated)  ;    £yo  ;    ;^8o  ;    ;^90. 
Sister  :   ;^ioo,  rising  £15  per  annum  to  ;£i30. 
Sister  with  Special  Qualifications  :    ^130,  rising 
^15  per  annum  to  ;^i6o. 

Scale    of   Salaries   for   Nurses    engaged    in 
Public  Health  Work. 
Commencing  salary  :   ;£26o,  rising  by  an  annual 
increment  of  ;^io  to  ^400. 

(A  Nurse  having  the  certificate  of  Health 
Visitor  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  to  start  at  a  salary 
not  less  than  that  of  the  ordinary  Sanitary 
Inspector.) 

Maude  MacCallum, 

Hon.  Secretary. 


LEGACIES     TO     NURSES. 

Air.  G.  O.  Bridgman,  of  Exeter  Park,  Bourne- 
mouth, who  left  ;^8,048,  gave  ;^2,ooo  to  his  nurse, 
Mary  Ethel  Grace  Sadler,  if  still  in  his  employ. 


Over  ^^6o,ooo  for  charities  was  left  by  Mr.  John 
Christopher  Geiselbrecht,  of  Eltham  Road,  Lee, 
who  died  on  December  i6th  and  left  estate  of  the 
gross  value  of  £2^0, ^y6. 


APPRECIATION    OF   MISS   CHARLOTTE 
R.  MILL'S  SERVICES  IN  INDIA, 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  St.  George's  Hospital 
Nursing  Association,  Bombay,  for  1920-21,  gives 
proof  of  much  excellent  work  done,  and  under  a 
certain  amount  of  difficulty  owing  to  sickness 
amongst  the  nursing  staff,  and  the  disinclination 
(after  the  war)  of  many  girls  for  strenuous  work — ■ 
a  condition  of  reaction  which  is  now  happily 
passing  away  at  home  and  abroad.  The  long  and 
invaluable  service  of  Miss  Mill,  the  Lady  Super- 
intendent of  St.  George's,  after  close  on  twenty 
years'  arduous  work  is  duly  recorded  in  very 
appreciative  terms.  We  read  :  "In  referring  to 
the  work  done  by  both  the  Staffs,  it  is  with  deep 
regret  that  the  Committee  have  to  announce  the 
retirement  of  Miss  Mill  from  the  post  of  Lady 
Superintendent  of  this  Hospital.  Miss  Mill  came  to 
Bombay  in  the  year  1897  on  plague  duty  and  joined 
the  Staff  of  this  Association  as  its  executive  head 
on  the  ist  of  September,  1902,  on  which  date  she 
took  over  charge  of  the  entire  Nursing  EstabHsh- 
ment  from  the  Sisters  of  All  Saints.  It  is  unneces- 
sary here  to  enumerate  or  emphasise  the  services 
of  Miss  Mill  during  the  long  tenure  of  her  respon- 
sible and  onerous  position,  and  it  gives  an  amount 
of  pleasure  to  the  Members  of  the  Committee 
to  express  their  great  satisfaction  at  the  efficiency 
of  service  and  also  their  appreciation  of  the 
manner  in  which  Miss  Mill  has  conducted  the 
affairs  of  the  Association." 

At  the  last  Annual  Meeting  occasion  was  taken 
to  emphasise  the  devotion  to  duty,  loyalty,  effi- 
ciency, tact  and  sympathy  of  Miss  Mill  for  so 
many  years,  and  the  wonderful  uprising  in  nursing 
standards  under  her  supervision.  "  Now,  after 
nineteen  years,"  said  the  Chairman,  "  we  are 
compelled  to  bid  her  a  most  reluctant  goodbye.  .  . 
Nothing  that  I  can  say  will  give  an  adequate 
idea  of  what  Miss  Mill  has  been  to  the  Hospital 
and  the  Nursing  Staff,  or  what  she  has  done  for 
the  numerous  patients  who  have  been  in  her 
charge.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  her  name  is  beloved 
and  reverenced  not  only  by  all  who  may  have 
been  medical  officers,  nurses,  or  patients,  but  by 
countless  friends  of  her  own  or  the  Hospital." 

Miss  Mill  also  found  time  to  take  a  warm 
interest  in  professional  affairs.  She  Wcis  an 
appreciative  reader  of  The  British  Journal  of 
Nursing,  approved  and  helped  its  pohcy  for 
State  Registration,  and  in  the  organisation  of 
Nurses — on  National  and  International  hnes — 
and  we  offer  her  warm  good  wishes  for  many 
years  of  happiness  upon  her  retirement  from 
active   work   to   home   life   in    bonnie   Scotland. 

Miss  E.  M.  Alacfarlane,  R.R.C.,  as  we  have 
reported,  has  been  appointed  to  succeed  Miss  Mill 
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THE   GREEK   NURSING   UNIT. 


Sisters  Bellamy  and  Dumvill  have  been  trans- 
ferred from  the  Maraslion  Hospital,  Athens,  where 
they  have  done  such  good  work,  as  it  will  be  closed 
at^an  early  date,  to  the  First  Military  Hospital, 
Athens.  Mrs.  Endall,  the  Matron  of  the  latter, 
is*  now  engaged  in  Children's  Welfare  Work,  in 
which  the  Queen  takes  so  deep  an  interest,  so 
Sister  Bellamy  has  been  placed  in  charge  as 
Matron,  with  the  addition  of  Theatre  work. 

Sister  Dumvill  has  charge  of  the  sick  and 
wounded  officers,  who  greatly  appreciate  the 
system  of  English  nursing.  Both  Sisters  left 
the  Maraslion  with  much  regret,  and  apparently 
sincerely  regretted.  The  Director  of  the  First 
Military  Hospital  has  given  the  Sisters  a  most 
kind  welcome,  and  told  them  how  much  he  regret- 
ted losing  the  skilled  services  of  Sisters  Post  and 
Nunn.  The  more  international  amenities  between 
the  doctors  and  nurses  of  various  countries  the 
better.  The  war  gave  our  profession  great  chances 
of  international  service  ;   we  must  keep  it  up. 


THE    HOSPITAL   WORLD. 


Princess  Beatrice  is  to  pay  a  visit  to  Birmingham 
on  February  20th.  She  has  conferred  a  signal 
honour  upon  the  Birmingham  General  Hospital  by 
consenting  to  nomination  for  the  Presidency  at 
the  next  Annual  Meeting  on  March  15th,  and  has 
given  much  pleasure  in  accepting  an  invitation  to 
pay  it  and  the  J  affray  Branch  Hospital  a  visit. 

There  will  be  great  doings,  of  course.  The 
Royal  Party  arrive  at  Birmingham  at  12.40.  The 
Bishop,  the  President  of  the  Hospital,  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  Lady  Mayoress  and  the  Town  Clerk 
will  welcome  Her  Royal  Highness  at  Snow  Hill 
Station,  and  upon  arrival  at  the  hospital  she  is  to 
be  received  by  representatives  of  the  Board  of 
Management,  and  the  Senior  Officials,  including  the 
House  Governor  (Mr.  A.  H.  Leaney)  and  the 
Matron  (Miss  E.  M.  Musson).  Many  presentations 
will  be  made,  amongst  them  Councillor  Miss 
Bartleet,  of  the  Nursing  Committee. 

Hospitality  on  an  approved  scale  will  be  the 
order  of  the  day.  A  luncheon  in  the  Board  Room 
to  60  guests,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  the  Presi- 
dent will  propose  the  toasts  of  the  King  and  of 
Princess  Beatrice. 

In  the  afternoon  Her  Royal  Highness  will  visit 
the  J  affray  Branch  Hospital,  where  there  will  be 
presented  the  Medical  Staff  and  the  Matron  (Miss 
H.  Emmerson). 

Upon  returning  to  the  General  Hospital  the 
Princess  will  have  presented  to  her  the  members 
of  the  Medical  Staff,  and  Her  Royal  Highness  will 
then  proceed  to  Wards  II  and  XIII. 

The  Nursing  Staff  of  the  hospital  have  arranged 
"  entertainment  teas  "  in  aid  of  the  hospital  for 
February  20th  and  21st.  On  the  first  .day  the 
Lady  Mayoress  will  perform  the  opening  ceremony, 


and  subsequently  the  Princess  will  visit  the  enter- 
tainment. 

Tea  will  be  provided  for  the  Royal  party  in  one 
of  the  closed  wards,  and  the  Princess  will  leave 
New  Street  for  London  at  4.50  p.m. 


The  Lord  Mayor  who  presided  at  the  Mansion 
House  on  Thursday,  February  9th,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Governors 
of  St.  Mark's  Hospital  for  Cancer,  Fistula  and 
other  diseases  of  the  Rectum,  very  warmly  com- 
mended the  good  work  accomplished  by  this 
hospital,  and  expressed  the  hope  that  in  spite  of 
the  great  difficulties  of  the  times,  the  necessary' 
income  would  be  forthcoming  from  the  public. 

It  was  stated  that  the  purchase  of  the  adjoining 
site  had  been  completed,  and  that  the  sum  of 
;^io,ooo  was  needed  to  build  a  much-needed  exten- 
sion of  the  premises  so  that  more  patients  might 
be  benefitted.  At  present  many  sufferers  from  the 
painful  diseases  treated  by  the  hospital  had  to 
wait  as  long  as  three  months  for  admission,  the 
present  accommodation  being  absolutely  inade- 
quate for  those  seeking  treatment. 


The  Lord  Mayor  will  preside  at  a  luncheon  in 
aid  of  the  Queen's  Hospital  for  Children  on 
May  1 8th,  at  the  Mansion  House. 


Mr.  Giffard  Sherman  Reade,  of  Rotorua,  New 
Zealand,  has  made  a  gift  to  the  Admiralty,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Royal  Naval  Hospital,  Green- 
wich, of  the  Holbrook  estate  in  Suffolk,  which 
covers  about  1,000  acres,  and  is  valued  at  about 
;^30,ooo. 


It  is  quite  a  relief  to  read  of  hospitals  in  happ\^ 
financial  circumstances.  Thus  we  gather  the 
position  of  the  Halifax  Infirmary  is  very  satis- 
factory. 

The  report  shows  that  in  spite  of  trade  depression 
workpeople's  contributions  had  realised  ;^7,752, 
only  ;^659  less  than  last  year.  The  balance  sheet 
showed  a  balance  in  hand  of  ;£2,842. 


Mrs.  Elizabeth  Clarke,  of  Kanawaa,  Newton 
Abbot,  Devon,  left  £2^9,2^^. 

She  made  bequests  of  nearly  ;^5C,ooo  to  various 
charities. 

Of  the  residue  of  her  property  she  left  one-sixth 
to  the  Bishop  of  London's  Fund,  and  one-sixth  to 
the  King  Edward's  Hospital  Fund. 

The  death  duties  on  Mrs.  Clarke's  properties  will 
amount  to  about  £60,000. 

The  Hospital  Fund  is  a  notable  sufferer  from  this 
form  of  taxation,  as  the  residuary  estate  of  the  late 
Lord  Mount-Stephen,  which  was  to  benefit  this 
fund,  was  mulcted  in  over  ;^50o,ooo  in  death  duties, 
which  would  otherwise  have  gone  to  the  fund. 

On  considering  the  expose  of  squander  by  the 
spending  Departments  of  the  State,  it  is  not  very 
encouraging  to  people  to  leave  their  money  to  good 
works. 
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APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 

Noranside  Sanatorium,  Forfar.— Miss  Nellie  Stevens 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Brook  Hospital,  Shooters  Hill,  S.W.,  and  has  been 
Matron  of  the  Peterhead  Infectious  Hospital. 

ASSISTANT     MATRON     AND     SISTER-TUTOR. 

St.  Chad's  Hospital,  Birtningham. — Miss  Marian 
Newton  has  been  appointed  Assistant  Matron  and 
Sister- Tutor.  She  was  trained  at  the  Burton-on-Trent 
Infirmary,  and  has  been  Staff  Nurse  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Derby,  and  Sister  at  the  General  Hospital, 
Burton-on-Trent,  and  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Wigan. 
She  has  also  been  Night  Sister,  Housekeeping  Sister, 
and  Sister-Tutor  at  St.  Chad's  Hospital. 

SISTER. 

Royal  Infirmary,  Preston. — Miss  A.  M.  Jeffrey  has 
been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  Western 
Infirmary,  Glasgow,  and  the  Brighton  and  Hove 
Hospital  for  Women,  and  has  been  Sister  at  the  Western 
Infirmary,  Sister  at  Bethnal  Green  Military  Hospital, 
and  Night  Superintendent  at  the  Queen's  Hospital, 
Birmingham. 

King  Edward  Avenue  Hospital,  Dartford. — Miss  Elsie 
McCarthy  and  Miss  Dorothy  Ella  Hall  have  been 
appointed  Sisters.  They  were  both  trained  at  Green- 
wich Infirmary  and  have  held  the  positions  of  Staff 
Nurse  and  Ward  Sister. 

St.  Marylebone  Hospital,  Nottlng  Hill,  W.— Miss  A.  C. 
Spark  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  in 
the  same  institution,  and  in  Children's  Nursing  at  the 
Royal  Aberdeen  Hospital  for  Sick  Children. 

Liverpool  Hospital  for  Children,  Leasowe. — Miss 
Margaret  Hodgson  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She 
was  trained  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  London, 
and  has  been  temporary  Night  Sister  at  the  Queen's 
Hospital  for  Children,  Hackney  Road,  E.,  and  Home 
Sister  at  Lord  Mayor  Treloar's  Hospital,  Sandy  Point, 
Hayling  Island. 


pneumonia  on  February  7th,  at  the  West  Bromwich 
and  District  Hospital.  Nurse  West  was  interred  at  the 
Parish  Church,  Ellastone,  Derbyshire , where  the  large 
number  of  floral  tributes  testified  to  the  love  and 
esteem  in  which  she  was  held  by  all  who  know  her. 


THE    PASSING   BELL. 

We  greatly  regret  to  record  the  death  at  the  Hospital 
for  Sick  Children,  Great  Ormond  Street,  W.C.,  on 
Tuesday,  February  7th,  of  Miss  Eleanor  Deck,  Assistant 
Matron,  from  septicaemia  following  influenza.  Miss 
Deck  was  trained  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Paddington, 
where  she  was  subsequently  Ward  Sister  and  Night- 
Superintendent,  and  remained  there  for  ten  years  until 
her  appointment  as  Assistant  Matron  at  the  Hospital 
for  Sick  Children  in  November,  1920.  The  Matron 
writes  : — "  Miss  Deck  will  be  very  greatly  missed  by  all 
in  this  hospital.  She  was  a  true  nurse,  absolutely 
untiring  and  unselfish  in  her  work,  and  had  an  influence 
for  good  which  can  ill  be  spared.  I  am  sure  that  all 
nurses  who  trained  under  her  will  cherish  memories  of 
her  noble  example.  For  myself,  I  have  lost  an  Assis- 
tant whom  I  valued  and  a  loyal  friend." 

Miss  Eileen  Howard  also  died  on  the  same  day  at 
this  hospital  from  a  cerebral  abscess.  She  entered  the 
hospital  in  July  last,  and  was  a  very  promising  pro- 
bationer, popular  with  her  fellow-nurses  and  with  the 
patients. 

We  offer  our  sincere  sympathy  to  the  authorities  of 
the  hospital,  and  to  the  Matron,  Miss  Tisdale,  and  the 
Nursing  Staff. 


It  is  with  deep  regret  we  have  to  announce  the  death 
of  Nurse  Florrie  Oakes  West,  who  died  of  influenzal 


THE    COLLEGE   OF    AMBULANCE. 

The  College  of  Ambulance,  56,  Queen  Anne 
Street,  Cavendish  Square,  W.  i,  of  which  H.R.H. 
Princess  Christian  is  President,  has  issued  a  com- 
prehensive list  of  Classes  and  Lectures  for  the 
Spring  Term,  1922. 

The  Lecturing  Staff  includes  the  Principal, 
Col.  Sir  James  Cantlie,  K.B.E.,  M.B.,  F.R.C.S., 
LL.D.,  and  many  able  teachers. 

The  first  series  of  the  lectures  are  being  given  on 
Tnursdays  at  8  p.m.,  and  the  following  programme 
will  specially  appeal  to  the  intelligentsia  of  the 
nursing  profession. 

PUBLIC     LECTURES. 

Mr.  Norman  C.  Lake,  M.D.,  M.S.,  F.R.C.S.,  D.Sc. 
Mar.      2. — ^The  Antiquity  of  Man  (i). 
9. — The  Antiquity  of  Man  (2). 

Dr.  S.  Selby  Wilson,' M.D.,  M.R.C.P.,  D.Ph. 
Mar.    16. — Eugenics.     The  disharmonies  of  Civili- 
zation. 
„      23. — Eugenics.     The  Control  of  Population. 
30. — Eugenics.     The  Process  of  the  Race. 
Apr.      6. — Subject  to  be  announced  on  Mar.  30th. 
Information   from   the  Managing  Secretary, 
The    College    of    Ambulance,    56,    Queen    Anne 
Street,  W. 

»» 

RAF.   NURSING  SERVICE. 

OPPORTUNITIES   FOR  SERVICE    ABROAD. 

The  Royal  Air  Force  Nursing  Service  now  offers 
opportunities  for  service  abroad,  and  nurses 
wishing  to  join  this  service  should  therefore  be 
wilUng,  if  required,  to  take  their  turn  at  service 
overseas,  generally  after  a  term  of  Home  Service. 

Particulars  regarding  the  particulars  of  service, 
regulations,  &c.,  may  be  obtained  on  application 
to  the  Matron-in-Chief,  Air  Ministry,   Kingsway, 

London,  ■W.C.2. 

•  ♦ 

DELIGHTFUL  HOSPITALITY. 

Lady  FitzGerald  has  again  invited  any  Queen's 
Nurses  who  wish  for  a  quiet  and  restful  holiday  to 
Buckland  Lodge,  near  Farringdon,  during  the 
month  of  May.  Residence  is  entirely  free  and 
a  nurse  may  go  either  for  the  first  fornight  in 
May,  or  for  the  second  fortnight,  and  the  larger 
the  number  who  apply  the  better  pleased  Lady 
FitzGerald  vnll  be.  The  place  is  specially  suitable 
for  anyone  wishing  to  rest  and  the  surroundings 
are  delightful.  Application  should  be  made  to 
Miss  M.  Tarver,  Buckland  Lodge,  near  Farringdon, 
Berks,  giving  for  reference  the  name  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  her  County  Nursing  Association  or  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Home  in  which  she  is 
working,  failing  these  the  General  Superintendent 
of  the  Queen's  Institute. 


xo6 


(Tbe  Britieb  Journal  of  IRurstna.      February  is,  1922 


"  LA  DAME  A  LA  LAIVIPE/' 

We  have  received  the  first  number  of  La  Dame 
d  la  Lampe,  the  Bulletin  of  the  Florence  Nightingale 
Training  School  for  Nurses  at  Bordeaux.  In  its 
pretty  blue  cover,  with  a  graceful  statue  of  the 
Lady  of  the  Lamp  in  an  oval  medallion,  it  is  a 
most  attractive  publication,  and  we  sincerely 
wish  it  a  successful  future  as  successor  to  the 
Garde  Malade. 

Dr.  Anna  Hamilton,  in  her  foreword,  pays  a 
tribute  to  the  work  of  the  modern  Lady  of  the 
Lamp  since  the  outbreak  of  war  in  August,  1914. 
In  the  hospitals,  in  the  ambulances,  at  the  base, 
and  at  the  front,  of  all  countries  and  all  tongues 
having  only  one  end,  one  desire — to  comfort,  if 
not  to  heal,  the  soldier  who  is  the  victim  of  duty 
performed.  But  now  that  the  war  is  over  nurses 
wish  for  regular  news  of  their  hospital,  of  their 
former  colleagues.  This  periodical  is  the  response 
to  these  wishes,  and  it  aims  at  being  a  bond  of 
union  between  the  certificated  nurses  of  the  school, 
a  means  of  instruction  for  those  who  care  for  the 
sick,  and  an  organ  of  the  principles  of  reform  in  the 
hospital  and  of  nursing  care  in  France. 

May  La  Dame  d  la  Lampe,  says  Dr.  Hamilton, 
always  dissipate  darkness,  and  fulfil  its  mission  to 
lessen  suffering,  and  to  struggle  against  disease. 

The  Bulletin  contains  a  department  on  practical 
questions,  and  a  foreign  department  in  addition 
to  interesting  articles,  and  news  of  the  School. 


COMING     EVENTS. 

February  lyth. — General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales.  Meeting,  Ministry  of  Health, 
Whitehall,  S.W.     2.30  p.m. 

February  i8th. — ^Association  of  Trained  Nurses 
in  Public  Health  Work.  Conference  on  "  The 
Position  of  the  Trained  Nurse  in  Public  Health 
Work."  R.B.N.A.  Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W. 
3  p.m. 

February  iSth. — National  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses.  Annual  Meeting,  London  Branch,  4  p.m.. 
and  General  Meeting  of  Members,  3  p.m.  Midwives' 
Institute,  12,  Buckingham  Street,  Strand,  W.C.2. 
Tea  4.30  p.m. 

February  20th. — Visit  of  H.R.H.  Princess 
Beatrice  to  Birmingham,  to  General  Hospital,  and 
J  affray  Branch  Hospital. 

February  20th  and  2 is^.— Entertainment  Teas 
at  the  Hospital  arranged  by  the  Nursing  Staff  in 
aid  of  the  Birmingham  General  Hospital. 

February  20th. — Irish  Matrons'  Association  Meet- 
ing, 34,  St.  Stephen's  Green.     5  p.m. 

February  2^rd. — ^Monthly  Meeting,  Central  Mid- 
wives  Board. 

February  2^th  and  2^th. — The  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute.  Sessional  Meeting.  Discussion  on 
"  The  Limitations  of  Bacteriology  in  connection 
with  PubUc  Health  Work  "  and  "  Hospital  Man- 
agement and  Treatment  of  Infectious  Diseases." 
Town  Hall,  Leeds.     7  p.m. 

February  z^th. — The  Matrons'  Council  Annual 
Meeting.  London  Temperance  Hospital,  Hamp- 
stead  Road,  N.W.     3  p.m. 


OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 

One  of  Queen  Mary's  presents  to  the  Princess 
Mary  will  be  a  beautifully  illuminated  copy  of 
the  marriage  service. 

This  specially  illuminated  copy,  which  will  be 
used  by  the  Princess  at  the  service  is  being  de- 
signed and  executed  by  Mr.  Henry  Donald, 
headmaster  of  the  Southbury-road  School,  Pon- 
ders End. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  book  are  the  arms 
of  the  Princess  Mary  and  Viscount  Lascelles,  care- 
fully supervised  by  the  Royal  College  of  Arms. 


Anyone  who  has  seen  the  lovely  illuminated 
Address,  designed  by  this  wonderful  artist, 
presented  to  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  upon  the 
passing  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act,  will 
agree  that  the  selection  of  Mr.  Henry  Donald  by 
the  Queen  has  been  a  very  fortunate  one.  The 
work  entrusted  to  him  is  sure  to  be  carried  out 
most  exquisitely. 


The  King  has  decided  to  make  public  a  further 
instalment  of  the  Letters  of  Queen  Victoria,  in 
continuation;  and  on  the  lines,  of  the  former  volume 
pubUshed  in  1907.  The  task  of  editing  the  new 
series  has  been  entrusted  to  Mr.  G.  E.  Buckle, 
sometime  editor  of  The  Times. 

The  widespread  interest  aroused  by  the  pubhca- 
tion,  under  King  Edward's  authority,  of  "  The 
Letters  of  Queen  Victoria,"  which  was  a  selection 
from  Her  Majesty's  correspondence  from  1837  to 
the  death  of  the  Prince  Consort  in  1861,  naturally 
led  the  public  to  hope  for  a  continuance  of  the 
work.  Down  to  the  time  of  the  war,  considerations 
of  State  rendered  this  inadvisable  ;  but  the  great 
changes  in  the  political  condition  of  Europe  which 
have  since  taken  place  have  removed  some  of  the 
most  serious  obstacles. 


Mme.  Curie,  the  discoverer  of  radium,  has  been 
elected  a  Member  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine. 

Mme.  Curie  will  be  the  first  woman  elected  a 
member  by  any  Academy  of  France  during  the  last 
150  years.  The  old  Royal  Academy  of  Painting 
admitted  women,  and  one  of  its  members  was  the 
charming  Mme.  Vigee-Lebrun,  the  painter. 

It  need  hardly  be  said  that  the  great  radiologist 
enjoys  the  unqualified  admiration  of  her  future 
colleagues,  the  opposition  to  her  election  hitherto 
having  been  solely  to  her  as  a  woman. 

Thus  the  recognition  of  her  genius  is  a  victory 
over  sex  prejudice  in  a  new  France. 


A  WORD    FOR    THE     WEEK. 

"  I  know  of  no  more  encouraging  fact  than  the 
unquestionable  ability  of  man  to  elevate  his  life  by 
a  conscious  endeavour.  It  is  something  to  be  able 
to  paint  a  particular  picture  or  to  carve  a  statue, 
and  so  to  make  a  few  objects  beautiful ;  but  it  is 
far  more  glorious  to  carve  and  paint  the  very 
atmosphere  and  medium  through  which  we  look, 
which  morally  we  can  do." — Thoreau. 
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Aperients  weaken 

VIROLAX 


Strengthens 


The 

Nutrient 

Laxative 


PATIENTS  to  whom  you  administer  Virolax  obtain 
the  necessary  relief  without   any  of  the   ill  effects 
attendant  upon  the  use  of  ordinary  aperients,  which 
lower  the  system,  and  bind  after  their  first  action. 

Virolax  is  different  because  it  does  not  act  by  irritating, 
but  by  lubricating.  Instead  of  harming  the  delicate 
tissues,  as  drugs  do,  it  soothes,  feeds  and  strengthens 
them.  There  is  no  harmful  reaction  afterwards.  That 
is  why  doctors  recommend,  and  nurses  preter  to  give 
Virolax. 

The  value  of  Virolax  is  twofold.  It  relieves  the  body, 
freeing  it  from  poisons  that  might  otherwise  enter  the 
blood.  At  the  same  time  it  supplies  nourishment  in  the 
form  best  suited  to  such  conditions. 

In  cases  where  the  responsibility  of  choosing  a  suitable 
laxative  rests  with  you,  it  is  always  advisable  to  give 
Virolax.  No  other  preparation  is  at  once  so  effective  and 
so  safe. 


{Registered    Trade    Mark) 

THE    NUTRIENT    LAXATIVE. 

One  or  two  teaspoonfiils  (children  less)  should  be  given  over  night 
or  before  the  morning  meal.  The  quantity  can  be  reduced  after  a 
few  days  and  then  given  only  occasionally  as  required. 

In  tins,  1/-  dC  2/8. 
VIROL    LTD.,    Hanger    Lane,     Ealing,     London,     W.5. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  he 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

A     STRONG     BOND    OF    UNITY. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Editor, — Having  received  the  Certificate 
of  the  General  Part  of  the  Register,  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales,  I  do  thank  you 
just  ever  so  much  and  appreciate  what  you  have 
done  for  us  all.  I  wish  you  and  the  General 
Nursing  Council  every  success. 

Believe  me,  yours  truly, 

Hildur  W.  Raikes. 

Midland,  Ontario,  Canada. 

[We  foresee  in  the  future  great  possibilities  for 
co-operation  amongst  "  Registered  Nurses  " 
throughout  the  King's  Dominions  for  the  raising 
and  unifying  of  nursing  education  and  of  health 
standards.  Canada  is  well  to  the  front  in  these 
matters  already.  In  many  Provinces  State 
Registration  is  in  operation.  Thus  Canadian 
nurses  who  attain  to  their  standards,  if  equal  to 
those  set  out  in  our  Statutory  Rules  are  eligible 
for  registration  in  Britain.  Such  registration, 
with  right  to  wear  the  Badge  when  approved, 
must  make  for  a  strong  bond  of  unity  throughout 
the  British  Empire.  We  hope  to  see  this  sistership 
strengthened  every  year.- — Ed.] 

KERNELS    FROM   CORRESPONDENCE. 

"  Minor  "  Details. 

A  Trained  Nurse. — "  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  our  Editor  does  not  think  it  necessary  to 
start  the  patients'  day  in  the  small  hours  of  the 
morning.  I  have  suffered  much  from  the  early 
morning  fetish.  Of  course  in  some  cases  it  is 
impossible  to  do  the  necessary  work  unless  one 
starts  early,  but  in  those  circumstances  a  larger 
staff  is  needed.  I  myself  worked  in  a  large 
training  school  once  during  an  epidemic  among 
the  staff.  I  had  40  surgical  cases  (men)  at  first 
single-handed,  later  with  a  male  nurse,  and  I 
shudder  to  think  of  the  hour  we  had  to  begin 
'  washing  !  '  More  recently  I  have  had  experience 
from  the  patient's  point  of  view.  In  one  hospital 
I  spent  my  first  night  tossing  about  in  the  gloomy, 
unusual  and  unpleasant  light,  and  when  at  last  I 
managed  to  fall  asleep,  I  was  awakened  by  having 
all  the  bedclothes  dragged  off  with  the  exception 
of  one  blanket  !  Certainly  an  effective  method 
of  rousing  patients  and  their  temper  !  After 
operation  I  suffered  much  from  insomnia,  owing 
chiefly,  I  think,  to  the  unaccustomed  light  and 
noise.  A  draught  was  ordered  for  9  p.m.  It 
could  not  be  given  until  night  sister  arrived,  as  the 
day  sister  had  forgotten  to  check  it  !  Eventually 
I  had  it,  and  ultimately  slept.  After  a  few 
minutes'  oblivion,  the  night  nurse  woke  me,  might 
she  borrow  my  watch  as  it  had  a  seconds  hand  ! 
The  housemen  were   about   until    i    a.m.    or   so 


then  there  would  be  a  welcome  silence  until 
'  treatments  '  were  given  at  3  a.m.  I  slept  near 
the  steriliser,  and  so  had  little  rest  when  it  was 
once  in  full  swing.  Even  when  I  had  left  hospital 
and  revelled  in  a  quiet  room  in  the  country,  I  still 
woke  at  3  a.m.  Surely  it  should  be  possible  to  re- 
arrange the  time-table  nowadays.  The  want  of 
adequate  sleep  must  be  detrimental  to  most 
patients,  and  with  reorganisation  the  early  hours 
might  be  gained  for  that  recuperative  sleep  that 
is  as  valuable  as  any  therapeutic  agent." 

Is  IT  Ethical  ? 

Late  Member  R.N.S. — "  I  note  in  the  Press  that 
a  nurse  and  her  three  sisters  have  been  left  the 
value  of  ;^29,ooo  by  a  patient.  I  am  fully  aware 
that  this  is  legal — but  is  it  ethical  ?  Such  huge 
legacies  left  by  patients  to  their  Medical  attendants 
are  not  approved  of  in  that  profession,  and  I  fear 
this  announcement  will  make  the  work  of  private 
nurses  suspect  by  the  general  pubhc.  You  will 
remember  warning  me  to  give  no  cause  of  offence 
in  this  connection  to  the  families  of  patients  when 
I  became  a  member  of  the  R.N.S. ,  and  later, 
recalling  me  from  a  case,  when  a  member  of  the 
family — in  opposition  to  others — would  have 
placed  me  in  an  invidious  position  as  to  his  old 
mother's  (the  patient)  will.  Subsequent  events 
proved  your  wisdom,  and  how  all  important  it  is 
that  private  nurses  should  be  very  punctilious  in 
connection  with  the  finances  of  their  patients. 
That  a  rich  patient,  without  injustice  to  his 
family  should  provide  a  modest  competence — or 
leave  a  reasonable  'legacy  to  a  nurse  who  had 
devoted  herself  to  his  care  and  comfort  for  some 
years — is  natural  ;  but  it  is  our  duty  to  our 
patients  and  our  profession  to  be  very  careful  in 
such  cases." 

[We  agree  with  our  correspondent  that  private 
nurses  cannot  be  too  careful  in  avoiding  any  cause 
of  complaint  in  this  connection. — Ed.] 

A  Member  of  College. — "  I  believe  the  Matron 
you  mentioned  who  after  20  years'  service  as 
Matron  in  a  London  hospital  was  to  be  given  no 
pension  on  resigning  for  ill  health  is  a  member  of 
the  College.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
what  steps  our  Council  has  taken  to  prevent  such 
injustice.  Has  it  approached  the  Committee  of 
the  said  hospital  ?  " 

[We  advise  our  correspondent  to  address  this 
question  to  the  College  Council. — Ed.] 


OUR   PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

February  T.^th. — ^What  are  the  appearances  of  a 
varicose  ulcer  which  has  been  {a)  neglected, 
(&)  treated  properly  for  a  week  ?  What  is  the 
usual  treatment  for  a  varicose  ulcer  ? 

March  .\th. — Describe  the  structures  and  func- 
tions of  the  nose,  and  what  you  know  of  epistaxis. 

March  nth. — Describe  the  Spinal  column,  and 
the  treatment  of  Fractured  Spine. 

March  i8th. — How  would  you  prepare  a  patient 
for  a  Rectal  or  Anal  operation  ?  Say  what  you 
know  of  the  nursing  of  Rectal  Cases. 
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THe   Midw^ife. 


STARTING  A  BABY  CLINIC  IN  B.C 


Come  with  me,  my  former  fellow-workers  and 
readers  to  a  lovely  little  gap  in  the  "  Rockies," 
known  as  the  "  Okanagan  Valley,"  world-famous 
for  its  fruit  in  summer-time,  but  it  is  winter  now 
and  all  is  covered  with  snow — such  snow,  the  like 
of  which  the  old  country  never  gave  us  a  hint — 
and  at  night  when  the  northern  lights  peep  over 
the  mountain  tops  the  scene  is  one  of  supreme 
splendour.  It  is  here  amidst  scenery  of  unsurpassed 
grandeur  we  come  in  contact  once  again  with  the 
"  boys  "  we  got  to  love  over  there,  for  eight-tenths 
of  the  settlers  are  returned  men  holding  land 
under  the  "  Soldiers'  Settlement  Board,"  an 
organization  the  value  of  which  cannot  be  over- 
estimated, and  with  their  help  these  men  are 
showing  us  that  "  Peace  hath  her  victories  no 
less  renowned  than  war."  We  see  the  effects  of 
this  close  contact  with  nature  in  the  rapid  return 
to  health  of  these  men  who  stood  side  by  side 
with  England  that  she  might  Uve. 

Then,  too,  there  is  "  Mrs.  S.  S.  B.,"  so  called 
because  a  thoughtful  Government  knew  the  boys 
were  bringing  back  lots  of  girls  to  begin  life  in  a 
strange  new  country,  far  away  from  friends  who 
would  advise  and  help  them,  and  so  they  installed 
one  of  these  ladies  in  every  district.  You  may 
never  see  her,  your  home  may  lie  far  from  the 
beaten  track  ;  but  sure  enough,  just  as  you  are 
worrying  yourself  stiff  over  the  fruit  that  needs, 
canning,  or  the  pig  that  wants  pickling,  right  on 
time  comes  a  letter  giving  detailed  descriptions  of 
every  branch  of  farm  life.  These  wonderful  letters 
arrive  without  asking,  and  usually  every  two  or 
three  weeks.  The  last  I  received  told  me  just  how 
to  cut  up  my  husband's  old  trousers  to  fit  "  little 
Tommy,"  but  it  is  a  bit  previous — he  hasn't  come 
yet! 

Then,  too,  there  is  the  "  Women's  Institute," 
whose  never-tiring  committee  of  local  ladies  look 
after  the  social  welfare  of  all ;  it  is  to  these  ladies 
that  the  credit  of  starting  the  first  baby  clinic  in 
the  district  is  due. 

We  old-country  nurses>  who  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  a  modern,  well-equipped  one  in  each 
district,  cannot  possibly  imagine  how  much  work 
this  entailed  ;  the  collecting  of  literature,  the 
running  about  in  order  to  get  in  touch  with  out- 
lying homesteads,  enlisting  the  sympathy  and 
co-operation  of  doctors,  tradespeople,  &c.  At 
last  the  great  day  came  (January  gth,  1922,  from 
I  p.m.  to  4  p.m.),  and  to  my  great  joy  I  was  asked 
to  assist.  Just  think,  for  one  whole  afternoon  to 
be  back  again  amongst  the  work  I  love,  and 
mentally  compare  these  wee  Canadians  with  our 
own,  and  wonder  who  would  come  out  top — 
England  or  Canada. 

The  drill-hall  was  set  apart,  we  helpers  arriving 
in  time  to  make  the  necessary  preparations.  At 
last  they  came  ;    the  greater  majority  of  mothers 


were  Old-Country  girls.  They  came  chiefly  on 
sleighs,  some  heavy  teams  brought  two  or  three 
mothers  with  their  babies  all  wrapped  in  cosy 
woollies  and  tucked  away  in  boxes  or  buggies 
(prams)  in  preparation  for  the  long  drive. 

Once  inside  the  drill-hall  all  was  well.  Great 
was  the  excitement,  twenty-five  babies  (including 
one  pair  of  twins)  turned  up — -and  a  right  bonny 
set  they  were.  All  were  medically  examined, 
weighed,  measured,  and  found  fit ;  the  whole 
business  was  a  "  howhng  success,"  and  not  one 
was  found  in  real  need  of  attention. 

What  a  wonderful  contrast  to  those  we  meet 
in  overcrowded  cities.  How  I  longed  to  be  able 
to  give  the  old  folks  at  home,  who  had  parted 
with  their  girls,  a  glimpse  of  this,  the  most  im- 
portant product  of  British  Columbia,  and  just 
thought  how  proud  they  would  be  to  see  them. 

Tea  was  provided,  and  a  good  warm  up ;   by 

5  p.m.  all  had  packed  up  their  precious  bundles, 

and  set  out  for  their  far-distant  homes — a  very 

happy  and  contented  set  of  mothers  and  babies. 

(Mrs.)   Kathleen  R.  Cleary. 


THE  HUMAN  AND  THE  BARNYARD 
MOTHER. 


Dr.  Lottie  G.  Bigler,  U.S.A.,  in  an  article  on 
"  Expectant  Mothers  in  Rural  Regions,"  pubhshed 
in  "  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,"  writes  : — - 

Isolated  families,  some  of  which  are  seventy 
miles  from  a  doctor,  are  the  ones  who  present  the 
greatest  problems.  Many  of  them  depend  on 
ignorant  mid  wives  for  their  care  and  instruction. 
The  mothers  often  work  in  the  fields  up  to  the 
last  minute  performing  most  arduous  tasks.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  expectant  mother  in  the 
barnyard  gets  far  more  attention  and  better  care 
than  the  one  in  the  house.  If  the  barnyard-mother 
gets  sick  the  whole  household  is  upset,  especially 
if  she  be  a  pedigreed  animal.  The  farmer  sends 
for  the  best  veterinarian,  possibly  miles  away. 
The  State  provides  free  courses  of  instruction  as 
to  how  to  keep  the  animals  healthy  and  how  to 
produce  the  strongest  offspring.  A  man  came  to 
engage  me  to  attend  his  wife  who  was  near  term. 
He  said  she  hadn't  been  well  the  whole  nine 
months.  I  asked  him  why  he  hadn't  consulted  a 
doctor  about  her.  He  said  he  didn't  think  there 
was  any  need,  he  supposed  they  had  to  feel  badly 
the  nine  months — she  always  had  during  her  other 
pregnancies.  In  the  course  of  the  conversation, 
he  asked  me  how  much  I  charged.  I  told  him  my 
fee.  He  said  that  was  ten  dollars  more  than  he 
had  paid  three  years  before.  I  informed  him  that 
all  fees  had  been  raised.  He  said  he  beheved  he 
could  get  it  done  at  the  same  price  he  had  paid 
before.     He  said  : — 

"  I  would   hke   to  have  you — you  have   been 
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recommended  so  highly,  but  you  can't  blame  me 
for  saving  ten  dollars  if  I  can." 

I  said  :  "  No,  I  can't  blame  you  if  you  have  no 
choice  as  to  which  doctor  you  call ;  perhaps  it  will 
be  all  the  same  to  you  to  get  the  cheapest." 

He  said  that  if  he  couldn't  get  it  done  cheaper, 
he  would  be  back  and  engage  me.  I  heard  after- 
wards that  he  had  dickered  with  an  old  retired 
doctor  and  had  finally  got  him  to  come  for  tlie 
fee  he  had  paid  three  years  before. 


NURSES     AND     M1DWIVE5. 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Eastern  Daily  News, 
Mrs.  Colman,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Norfolk 
Nursing  Federation,  calls  attention  to  "  the 
valuable  opportunity  offered  to  capable  young 
women  of  securing  a  year's  free  training  which 
will  qualify  them  to  enter  for  the  Central  Midwives' 
Board  Certificate,  and,  once  tliis  is  secured,  to 
practice  as  a  nurse-midwife,  in  a  profession  where, 
for  reliable  workers,  unemployment  is  practically 
unknown  except  on  grounds  of  health." 

We  desire  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Central 
Midwives'  Board  to  this  statement.  The  Mid- 
wives'  Act,  1902,  does  not  qualify  women  to 
practise  as  nurses,  or  confer  the  right  to  assume 
the  title  of  "  nurse-midwife."  The  Act  is  one 
' '  to  secure  the  better  training  of  midwives,  and  to 
regulate  their  practice,"  and  according  to  Rule  28 
of  the  Rules  issued  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board 
"  The  proper  designation  c.f  a  certified  midwife  is 
'  Certified  Midwife.'  "  No  abbreviation  in  the 
form  of  initial  letters  is  permitted,  nor  any  other 
description  of  the  qualification." 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  a  "  certified 
midwife  "  describing  herself  as  a  "  nurse-midwife  " 
is  breaking  a  Rule  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board, 
and  is  liable  to  be  called  to  account  by  that  Board 
for  so  doing. 

The  General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and 
Wales  is  constituted,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  the 
authority  for  regulating  the  formation,  mainten- 
ance and  publication  of  the  Nurses'  Register,  and 
to  confer  authority  "  to  take  and  use  the  title  of 
'  Registered  Nurse.'  "  If  a  woman  holds  the 
dual  quaUfication  then  she  should  describe  herself 
as  "  Registered  Nurse  "  and  "  Certified  Midwife," 
and  if  she  does  not  then,  as  a  midwife,  she  has  no 
riglit  to  drop  from  her  title  the  word  "  certified  " 
an  1  substitute  that  of  "nurse,"  implying  that 
she  holds  a  qualification  which  she  does  not 
possess. 

Mrs.  Colman  also  states:  "  It "  is  through 
marriage  that  our  nursing  ranks  each  year  are 
mainly  depleted.  We  need  a  constant  supply  of 
capable  young  women  to  train  as  nurse-midwives." 


Aberdeen,    concluded   on   the   ist  inst,   with  the 
following  results  : — 

Out  of  136  candidates  who  appeared  for  the 
Examination,  121  passed.  Of  the  successful 
candidates  30  were  trained  at  the  Royal  Maternity 
Hospital,  Edinburgh  ;  44  at  the  Royal  Maternity 
Hospital,  Glasgow  ;  three  at  the  Maternity  Hospi- 
tal, Aberdeen  ;  10  at  the  Maternity  Hospital, 
Dundee  ;  four  at  the  Queen  Victoria  Jubilee 
Institute,  Edinburgh  ;  19  at  the  Cottage  Nurses' 
Training  Home,  Govan,  Glasgow,  and  the  remainder 
at  various  recognised  institutions. 

EXAMINATION     PAPER. 

Tlie  following  is  the  examination  paper : — 

1.  What  are  the  diameters  of  the  pelvis  which  can 
be  actually  measured  ?  Give  their  measurements  and 
importance.  What  would  lead  you  to  suspect  a 
contracted  pelvis  in  a  primipara  a  week  before  "  term." 

2.  What  forms  of  ante-partum  haemorrhage  may  be 
met  with  in  the  last  three  months  of  pregnancy  ? 
How  may  they  generally  be  distinguished  from  each 
other  ?  What  are  the  duties  of  the  midwife  with 
respect  to  them  (a)  before  and  {b)  after  the  arrival  of 
the  medical  practitioner. 

3.  Define  what  is  meant  by  the  third  stage  of  labour 
and  give  the  management — (a)  When  normal ;  (b) 
when  complicated  by  severe  bleeding. 

4.  What  are  the  causes  of  mammary  abscess  ? 
What  measures  should  be  employed  to  prevent  its 
occurrence  ? 

5.  What  precautions  would  you  take  in  the  case  of 
a  child  which  has  to  be  reared  artificially  ?  What  form 
of  nourishment  would  you  select  ?  What  ailments 
may  arise  from  unsuitable  food,  and  how  would  you 
correct  them  ? 

6.  What  is  "  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  "  ?  What 
are  its  causes,  and  how  may  it  be  prevented  ?  What 
are  you  required  by  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  to  do  {a)  to  prevent  it,  (b)  in  case  it  arises  ? 


CENTRAL    MIDWIVES     BOARD     FOR 

SCOTLAND. 

The    Examination   of   the    Board,    held   simul- 
taneously in  Edinburgh,   Glasgow,   Dundee,   and 


TRAFFICKING     IN     CHILDREN. 

Fitting  the  Sentence  to  the  Crime. 

At  Brentford  Police  Court  last  week,  Kathleen 
Kifford,  49,  a  widow,  of  The  Barons,  Twickenham, 
appeared  on  remand  on  summonses  for  neglecting 
to  notify  the  Brentford  Guardians  of  the  receipt 
of  a  child  for  hire  and  for  parting  with  the  cliild 
without  notice.  It  was  stated  that  she  was  paid 
;^2O0  for  receiving  a  baby,  wliich  within  a  week 
she  transferred  to  a  woman  living  in  Kent,  and 
paid  her  ^^40. 

For  the  defence,  Mr.  Wilfrid  Firth  said  that 
the  defendant  was  ill  and  transferred  the  child 
to  someone  who  was  registered.  It  was  really 
better  cared  for  now  than  it  would  have  been 
in  the  hands  of  the  defendant,  who  had  no 
experience. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  Bench  regarded 
the  offence  of  trafficking  in  children  as  very 
serious,  and  tliey  would  send  the  defendant  to 
prison  for  a  month  in  the  second  division.  They 
ordered  ;^ioo  of  the  money  to  be  refunded  and 
applied  by  the  Court  for  the  benefit  of  the 
infant. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 
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EDITORIAL. 


H.M.   PRISON   NURSING    SERVICE. 

As  the  young-est  of  the  Nursing-  Serviceis, 
Prison  Nursing"  should  make  a  very  broad 
appeal  to  those  women  who  have  a  definite 
interest,  not  only  in  disease,  bait  in  the  mind 
of  the  patient  behind  the  disability,  and  it  un- 
doubtedly offers  a  wide  scope  for  the;  exercise 
of  tact,  and  mental  treatment  as  an  aid  to 
physical  and  moral  readjustment. 

Those  who  contemplate  taking  up  this  special 
branch  of  Nursing-  must  remember  that  diuring" 
recent  years  prisons  have  undergone  extensive 
reforms,  and  to  approach  the  work  in  a  wholly 
sentimental  attitude  will  result  in  disappoint- 
ment and  will  not  effect  the  results  anticipated. 
To  many  nurses  whose  primary  concern  is  the 
recovery  of  the  patient,  the  discipline  to  be 
enforced  will  often  seem  irksome  and  unneces- 
sary ;  but  it  is  the  very  absence  of  any  kind  of 
discipline  in  the  lives  of  the  inmates  of  a  prison, 
which  is  so  often  the  cause  of  their  imprison- 
ment, that  to  educate  them  to  see  the  value  of 
wholesome  discipline  is  an  ever-pressing-  duty 
with  those  who  are  associated  with  them. 
Moreover,  it  must  be  realised  that  discipline 
means  privileges,  and  those  prisoners  who 
make  good  have  proportionate  advantages 
granted  them. 

The  routine  of  a  prison  is  of  necessity  very 
unlike  that  of  any  institution  to  which  the 
trained  nurse  may  be  accustomed,  and  ignor- 
ance of  daily  procedure  would  land  those  in 
charge  into  difficulties  not  only  detrimental  to 
the  community,  but  most  embarassing  for  the 
particular  authority  involved,  and  special  train- 
ing of  two  months'  duration  has  to  be  under- 
g-one  before  the  nurse  undertakes  those  duties 
for  which  she  has  been  appointed. 

'*  Familiarity  breeds  contempt,"  and  the 
keynote  of  success  in  the  treatment  of 
prisoners  is  to  gain  their  respect.  To  the 
woman  accustomed  to  respect,  this  may  seem 
an  easy  matter  of  achievement;  but  within  a 
prison  one  often  has  to  deal  with  the  type  of 
mind  which  has  ceased  to  respect  anything,  or 


any  code  of  moral  behaviour,  so  that  the  task 
is  harder  than  it  may  seem.  Then  again,  so 
unstable,  very  often,  is  the  mind  of  the  patient 
that  a  successful  treatment  one  d^y  may  be 
wholly  ineffectual'  another,  and  the  exercise 
of  rig-ht  judgement  and  imag-ination  is  in- 
dispensable. Notwithstanding  the  necessity 
of  enforcing"  discipline,  and  remembering" 
always  that  in  some  way  or  other  prisoners 
have  violated  the  social  law,  sympathy  that 
carries  help  with  it  is  essential  to  secure  the 
confidence  and  co-operation  of  those  who,  after 
all,  one  is  there  to  serve. 

■Since  much  of  the  work  of  the  trained  nurse 
in  a  prison  is  purely  observation  work,  women 
who  care  only  for  acute  nursing  should  not 
enter  the  Prison  Nursing-  Service;  there  is  no 
doubt,  however,  that  the  nature  of  the  work 
demands  a  very  fine  type  of  woman — the  type 
that  realises  the  many  factors  involved,  in  pro- 
ducing both,  health  and  happiness  in  life,  and 
whose  dual  aim  is  to  restore  to  society  those 
women  who  have  failed  to  g-rasp  the  elements 
of  social  living". 

The  qualifications  necessary  to  enter  the 
Prison  Nursing"  Service  are  the  Certificate  of 
three  years'  g"eneral  training"  in  a  recognised 
hospital,  and  preference  is  shown  to  those 
holding,  in  addition,  either  the  Certificate  of 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  or  that  given  by 
the  Medico-Psychologfical  Society. 

The  duties  include  nursings,  supervision  of 
observation  cases,  serving  meals,  supervision 
of  cleaners,  the  care  of  infants  in  the  cr^cliel^ 
and  sometimes  the  escorting"  of  prisoners  when 
transferred  to  infirmaries,  or  attending  Court. 

Appointments  are  pensionable,  provided  that 
the  service  is  ten  years  or  more ;  and  after 
twenty  years  eachi  vear  is  counted  as  two  in 
calculating  the  pension  due. 

To  those  women  who  share  with  Elizabeth 
Fry  the  spirit  of  the  pioneer,  we  would  make 
a  special  appeal  that  in  undertaking-  prison 
work  thev  should  be  not  only  p^'epared  to  face 
difficulties,  but  prepared  at  the  same  time  to 
overcome  them,  and  determine  that  England's 
young'est  Nursing*  Service  shall  be  the  finest. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 

Discussing-  the  Profession  of  Nursing-  in  the 
Guurdian,  and  commenting  on  Mr.  Galpin's 
statements  in  a  previous  issue,  amongst  which 
he  stated  that  many  nurses  suffer  physical 
damag^e  and  are  ' '  broken  in  spirit, ' '  Miss 
Isabel  Macdonald,  R.B.N. A.,  writes  :—"  Yet 
the  marred  feet  and  ankles,  and  all  the  agfony 
that  goes  before,  are  as  nothing-  compared  to 
the  '  broken  spirit. '  .  .  .  Until  she  has  abso^ 
lutely  broken  her  own  ego  a  nurse  has  little 
chance  of  findings  favour  with  those  in  autho- 
rity in  the  hospitals,  with  the  result  that  there 
are  thousands  of  women  in  the  profession  who 
are  little  more  than  automatic  corpses  of  their 
former  selves,  with  no  power  left  to  form 
definite  opinions,  to  make  their  own  choice  of 
action.  These  characterless  clogs  in  the  wheels 
of  nursing  org-anisation  are  a  direct  menace  to 
the  well-beings  of  their  fellows,  an  immense 
obstacle  in  the  path  of  those  who  have 
org-anised  in  order  to  press  for  better  thing^s. 
They  hear  the  view,  for  instance,  that  a  forty- 
eigfht  hours  working  week  for  nurses  '  would 
make  Florence  Nighting-ale  turn  in  her  g^rave. ' 
The  obvious  untruthfulness  of  the  statement 
should  cause  them  to  question  the  wisdom  of 
the  views  which  it  supports,  but  it  does  not, 
for  they  have  lived  the  lives  of  serfs  and  their 
minds  have  become  the  minds  of  serfs — *  their 
spirits  are  broken. ' 

But  there  is  another  aspect  for  the  con- 
sideration of  those  who  view  from  a  Peck- 
sniffian  altitude  any  determined  agitation  to 
improve  conditions.  Apart  altog-ether  from  the 
physical  energy  required,  there  is  an  enormous 
effort  involved,  on  the  part  of  a  youngs  g^irl,  if 
■she  is  to  bear  the  strain  of  being  always  with 
the  suffering.  Soon  her  self-control  becomes 
sub-conscious,  habitual,  but  it  none  the  less 
has  its  effects.  Always,  too,  she  is  giving  of 
her  own  vitality  to  the  sick,  and  added  tO'  this 
there  is  a  certain  strain  involved  by  the  break- 
ing-off  from  what  is  often  a  very  free  life  to 
one  which  is  largely  governed  by  routine. 
Such  a  break  in  the  ordinary  rhythm  of  habit 
does,  in  many  cases,  act  prejudicially ;  in 
others  the  reverse  is  the  case;  but,  all  things 
considered,  the  result  of  honest  thought  tends 
to  show  that,  quite  apart  fro^m  questions  of 
supply  and  demand,  the  conditions  under  which 
nurses  work  should  be  better  rather  than  worse 
than  those  which  other  women  workers  claim 
as  their  right. ' '       

On  the  invitation  of  the  Scottish  Council  of 
Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses 
a  meeting  of  representatives  from  district  nurs- 
ing  associations   in   the   county    was   recently 


held  in  the  County  Buildings,  Stirling,  toi  dis- 
cuss the  question  of  a  federation  of  district 
nursing  associations  for  the  county.  Lady 
Susan  Gilmour,  joint  hon.  secretary  of  Queen 
Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute,  Scottish  Branch, 
explained  that  the  object  of  a  county  nursing 
association  would  be  to  federate  all  district 
associations,  to  promote  their  interests,  and 
further  the  development  of  district  nursing. 
After  some  discussion  it  was  decided  to  post- 
pone further  consideration  of  the  matter  until 
the  representatives  could  have  an  opportunity 
of  reporting  to  their  various  associations. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Aberdeen  District  Nurs- 
ing Association  the  Chairman,  Dr.  William  F. 
Croll,  congratulated  Nurse  Macdonald  on 
having  received  the  Long  Service  Grold  Badge 
from  the  Council  of  the  Institute  in  London, 
and  also  Nurse  Cameron  on  having  had  her 
name  placed  on  the  roll  of  Queen's  Nurses. 


A  brisk  correspondence  on  Street  Begging 
for  the  Nurses'  War  Memorial  is  being  carried 
on  in  the  South  African  Nursing  Journal.  We 
note  Miss  B.  Lazarus,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Durban  Branch  of  the  T.N. A.,  thinks  the 
editorial  comments  in  the  B.J.N.,  which  ex- 
pressed our  strong  objection  toi  raising  funds 
for  nurses  by  mendicant  methods,  "  rather 
narrow-minded  and  somewhat  ignorant."  We 
are  quite  impenitent  on  this  matter.  Nothing 
but  depreciation  of  status  can  result  to  any 
body  of  professional  workers  which  adopts  it. 
Alas  !  quite  a  number  of  nurses  at  home  and 
abroad  are  quite  willing  to  become  public 
objects  of  charity.    We  are  not  amongst  them. 


We  quote  the  following  editorial  remarks 
on  Mental  Nursing  from  the  American  Journal 
of  Nursing: — 

It  was  in  1792,  in  the  Bicetre,  in  Paris,  that 
Dr.  Philippe  Pinel  struck  the  chains  from  the 
limbs  of  some  of  the  unfortunate  inmates. 
Dr.  Pinel  thus  began  a  revolution  in  the  care 
of  the  insane  that,  despite  the  clogging  and 
hampering  weight  of  tradition  and  prejudice, 
is  still  going  on.  What  Pinel  did  for  France, 
William  Tuke  did  for  England  in  "  The  Re- 
treat "  at  York.  It  was  not  until  the  middle 
of  the  last  century  that  Dorothea  Dix  began 
her  great  work  with  the  State  Legislatures  in 
this  country  in  the  interest  of  better  housing 
and  better  care  for  the  insane — a  work  that  left 
its  impress  all  across  the  country. 

In  recent  years  the  Mental  Hygiene  move- 
ment has  gained  much  headway.  It  is  a  move- 
ment that  iis  concerned  with  both  the  preven- 
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tion  and  the  cure  of  mental  diseases^ — for  a 
large  percentage  of  mental  disease  is  prevent- 
able and  much  of  it  is  curable.  Despite  the 
statement  just  made,  the  rate  per  100,000 
of  general  population  receiving  care  has  in- 
creased from  1 18.2  in  1890  to  220.1  in  1920. 
In  other  words,  we  had  approximately  250,000 
patients  in  hospitals  for  mental  diseases  in 
1920,  a  number  requiring  almost  as  many  hos- 
pital beds  as  all  our  other  classes  of  patients 
put  together,  and  yet  many  registered  nurses 
have  never  so  much  as  set  foot  in  any  of  these 
hospitals. 

Dr.  Stearns,  in  his  article,  "  Mental  Hygiene 
for  Nurses,"  says  that  three  of  the  known 
causes  of  insanity — ^alcohol,  syphilis,  and  here- 
dity— are  preventable.  It  is  a  statement  that 
nurses  may  well  ponder.  Have  we  yet  even 
recognised  our  obligation  to  aid  in  the  cam- 
paign of  prevention?  We  know  well  that  we 
have  done  little  toward  curing  the  thousands 
who  go  into  these  great  hospitals  year  by  year. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  economic  loss  to  this 
country  due  to  mental  disease  is  $200,000,000 
annually,  but  who  can  estimate  the  cost  in 
separation,  in  heartaches,  in  utter  misery  to 
those  afflicted  and  their  families?  A  large 
percentage  of  mental  disease  is  preventable 
and  much  of  it  is  curable.  As  nurses,  what 
are  we  to  do  about  it?  Shall  the  vast  majority 
of  us  continue  to  ignore  this  great  obligation 
and  opportunity  for  constructive  service,  or 
shall  we  endeavour  to  secure  for  those  now  in 
our  schools  the  knowledge  and  the  training 
necessary  to  develop  the  skill  (and  it  requires 
exquisite  skill  and  an  alert  mind)  for  dealing 
with  the  "  mind  diseased  "? 

The  few  graduates  who  have  been  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  have  had  a  good  course  in  psy- 
chiatric nursing  included  in  their  training  con- 
*  sider  the  knowledge  thus  gained  one  of  their 
greatest  assets  in  caring  for  all  manner  of 
patients.  Few  indeed  are  the  illnesses  that  are 
not  accompanied  by  some  degree  of  depression 
or  other  abnormal  mental  state.  It  has  been 
said  with  witty  intent,  but  it  is  none  the  less 
true,  that  "  the  mental  patient  is  just  like  the 
rest  of  us,  only  more  so."  How  then  can  we 
continue  to  ignore  their  plight? 

Pinel  heroically  struck  the  chains  from  the 
bodies  of  the  insane.  Even  greater  is  the  con- 
tribution to  the  happiness  of  the  world  of  those 
whose  teachings  avert  the  forging  of  the 
shackles  of  mental  disease  or  strike  off  those 
already  formed.  If  we  steadily  keep  in  mind 
the  hopeful  message  that  a  large  percentage  of 
mental  disease  is  preventable  and  much  of  it  is 
curable,  we  cannot  fail  to  accept  the  challenge 
to  take  a  worthy  part  in  this  crusade. 


NATIONAL   COUNCIL   OF    NURSES    OF 
GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 


The  following  letter  has  been  received  by  the 
President  from  Miss  Christina  Forrest,  the  retiring 
Hon.  Treasurer  of  the  National  Council : — 

Dear  Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick, — I  want  to 
thank  you  and  the  members  of  the  National 
Council  very  much  for  your  kind  reception  of  my 
resignation  of  the  Hon.  Treasurership.  I  have 
been  so  proud  to  hold  it.  I  only  wished  there  had 
been  more  I  could  have  done — it  is  one  of  the 
things  I  have  been  grieving  to  give  up  for  it  takes 
one  out  of  immediate  touch  with  those  who  have 
been  my  colleagues,  and  with  the  cause  which  has 
been  such  a  keen  interest  for  over  30  years,  and  at 
times  given  one  such  keen  anxiety,  but  with  this 
finishing  touch  of  having  Qualifjdng  Certificates 
entered  on  the  published  Register,  one  does  indeed 
feel  that  all's  well,  and  A\dll  you  allow  me  to  con- 
gratulate you,  the  leader  of  what  at  one  time 
looked  like  a  forlorn  hope  and  now  a  splendid  and 
victorious  cause. 

Please  tell  Miss  Breay  that  I  am  so  glad  she  is 
to  be  my  successor. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Christina  Forrest. 

The  regrets  of  Miss  Forrest  on  her  resignation  of 
ofi&ce  are  not  more  poignant  than  those  of  her 
colleagues  of  30  years'  standing  in  parting  with 
her  services.  Where  are  such  splendid,  self- 
sacrificing  women  for  the  real  uplifting  of  the 
profession  to  be  found  to-day — and  we  need  them 
now  as  urgently  as  we  ever  did  ?  Let  us  be  very 
thankful  for  the  generous  and  stedfast  support 
of  right  in  the  past  by  women  like  Christina 
Forrest.     Their  works  do  follow  them. 


THE    MATRONS'    COUNCIL. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Matrons'  Council 
will  be  held,  by  the  kind  permission  of  the  Board  of 
Management,  and  the  Matron,  Miss  Kathleen 
Smith,  at  the  Temperance  Hospital,  Hampstead 
Road,  N.W.,  on  February  25th,  at  3  p.m.,  at  which 
hour  there  will  be  a  visit  to  the  wards. 

After  the  Business  Meeting  there  will  be  tea  at 
4.15,  and  later  Miss  Ellen  La  Motte,  R.N.,  author 
of  "The  Tuberculosis  Nurse"  and  other  in- 
teresting books,  will  give  a  short  address  on  "  The 
Illicit  Traffic  in  Opium  and  Her  Experiences  of  its 
Results  in  America." 

Miss  Ellen  La  Motte  is  a  highly  travelled 
American  Nurse  with  brilliant  literary  gifts. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Central  Council  for 
District  Nursing  in  London  is  being  held  in  the 
Board  Room,  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board,  Vic- 
toria Embankment,  on  Thursday,  February  23rd. 
Miss  Irene  Hett  is  resigning  the  position  of  Joint 
Hon.  Secretary,  and  the  Executive  Committee 
propose  that  Miss  Isabel  Richardson,  formerly 
Matron  of  the  London  Temperance  Hospital,  be 
appointed  as  Secretary  and  Visitor  for  the  Council. 
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THIS    SUPPLEMENT    BEING   TME   OFFICIAL   ORGAN   OF   THE   CORPORATION. 


ASSOCIATION  OF  TRAINED  NURSES  IN 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  WORK  CONFERENCE. 

The  drawing-room  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses' 
Association  was  packed  to  overflowing  on  Saturday 
last  when  the  Association  of  Trained  Nurses  in 
Public  Health  Work  held  its  Conference.  Miss 
Wise,  Chairman  of  the  Association,  presided. 

Dr.  Clarke  Trotter,  Medical  Officer  for  the 
Borough  of  Islington,  was  the  first  speaker  and 
commenced  his  remarks  by  stating  that,  in  his 
opinion,  women  who  practise  as  Health  Visitors 
should  have  had  three  years'  hospital  training, 
should  possess  some  special  qualification  for 
Public  Health  Work,  such  as  the  Health  Visitor's 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  and 
should  hold  the  C.M.B.  certificate.  He  considered 
that  the  trained  nurse  was  especially  suited  for 
health  work  because  her  training  was  not  too 
intensive  as  was  apt  to  be  the  case  with  certain 
other  classes  of  applicants  for  the  work  ;  then  she 
was  in  the  habit  of  deaUng  with  all  sorts  of 
temperaments,  she  came  into  touch  with  many 
different  types  of  character  and,  owing  to  her  work 
as  a  probationer  she  might  be  said  to  have  com- 
menced at  the  bottom  rung  of  the  ladder  and 
worked  up,  so  that  her  knowledge  was  not  super- 
ficial. She  was  used  also  to  hardship  and  so  was 
able  to  appreciate  the  hardships  of  others.  She 
was  used  to  recording  reports  and  had  a  special 
knowledge  of  both  mother  and  child,  a  knowledge 
which  it  is  impossible  to  acquire  at  chnics.  There 
were,  however,  said  the  lecturer,  disabihties  from 
which  nurses  suffered.  They  might  not,  in  some 
cases,  have  had  their  training  properly  appor- 
tioned, they  might  have  had  too  much  medical  or 
too  much  surgical  work  ;  it  might  be  that  they 
had  had  very  little  training  in  the  nursing  of 
women  and  children.  They  might  not  have  been 
trained  in  the  nursing  of  infectious  cases,  or  perhaps 
in  the  nursing  of  tuberculous  cases.  Others  might 
not  have  a  natural  aptitude  for  Health  Visiting 
for,  to  a  great  extent,  the  real  Health  Visitor  is 
born  not  made.  Again,  a  nurse  might  not  have 
her  heart  in  the  work,  and  then  she  must  prove 
more  or  less  a  failure.  She  might  not  be  suited 
for  her  particular  post,  as  some  women  are  better 
in  a  country  post  than  in  a  town  one,  and  vice 
versa.  Above  all,  the  Health  Visitor  must  guard 
against  turning  herself  into  a  mere  recording 
machine. 


Dr.  Clarke  Trotter  then  went  on  to  speak  very 
gravely  of  the  prospects  of  Trained  Nurses  in 
Pubhc  Health  Work,  and  urged  them  to  combine 
and  prepare  to  protect  themselves  in  the  future. 
The  times,  he  said,  were  very  critical  for  nurses 
for  several  reasons,  among  these  the  necessity  for 
competing  with  women  with  a  lesser  training  than 
their  own  ;  they  had  to  face  a  very  great  deal  of 
competition  in  the  field  of  Public  Health  Work 
from  those  who  had  acted  as  Red  Cross  workers 
during  the  war  and  who  had  taken  some  health 
certificate  and  the  C.M.B.  Certificate  to  enable 
them  to  practise  as  Public  Health  Workers.  Then, 
said  Dr.  Trotter,  there  is  no  doubt  that  salaries  are 
coming  down  ;  at  present  the  salary  very  fre- 
quently includes  a  bonus  and,  when  that  is  cut  off, 
the  salary  left  will  be  deplorably  low.  Indeed, 
things  looked  so  critical  that  nurses  should  con- 
sider their  position  very  seriously  before  entering 
upon  Public  Health  Work,  and  for  those  who  were 
already  in  it  the  great  thing  was  to  organise,  to 
combine  in  such  a  society  as  that  before  which  he 
was  lecturing  and  to  fight  for  better  things. 

Dr.  Trotter  said  that  there  was  one  point  to 
which  he  might  very  usefully  draw  the  attention 
of  the  nurses  that  afternoon.  Many  lost  oppor- 
tunities for  good  posts  because  their  applications 
were  inadequate  ;  many  times  the  lecturer  had 
seen  them  placed  thereby  at  a  great  disadvantage 
with  those  really  far  less  qualified  to  do  Public 
Health  Work  than  themselves.  They  often  abso- 
lutely did  not  know  how  to  frame  an  application 
for  an  appointment  in  order  to  face  competition 
from  people  well  versed  in  such  a  matter.  Added 
to  that,  so  few  nurses  were  experienced  in  facing 
interviews  with  bodies  of  people  and  often  their 
manner  became  so  nervous  that  it  was  difficult  for 
anyone  who  was  anxious  to  get  them  appointments 
to  persuade  those  who  were  to  make  the  appoint- 
ment that  a  nurse  before  them  knew  her  work. 
He  urged  the  Association  to  institute  some  sort  of 
scheme  to  educate  nurses  as  to  how  they  should 
send  up  their  applications  and  how  to  conduct 
themselves  when  interviewed  by  local  authorities. 

Miss  Helen  Pearse,  Superintendent  of  the  L.C.C. 
School  Nurses,  spoke  next  and  very  strongly 
endorsed  the  previous  lecturer's  remarks  on  the 
need  for  nurses  learning  how  to  show  themselves 
and  their  qualifications  to  better  advantage  when 
appljning  for  appointments.     She  mentioned  also- 


February  25,  1922      ZtDc  3Britl0D  ^oumai  01  iRur0ina. 


1*5 


how  helpful  were  good  temper,  cheerfulness  and 
courtesy  to  their  chances  of  success. 

Miss  Pearse  also  emphasised  by  many  practical 
remarks,  the  value  of  a  nurse's  training  to  a 
Health  Visitor.  The  ability  to  note  all  the  points 
in  the  progress  of  disease  cannot  be  acquired  in 
less  than  three  years,  and  also  cleanliness,  skill  and 
accuracy  become  almost  instinctive  in  a  nurse. 
Training  in  General  Work  should.  Miss  Pearse 
considered,  include  at  least  a  year  in  an  infectious 
hospital,  so  that  the  onset  of  an  infectious  illness 
might  be  quickly  recognised  and  early  mistakes 
in  connection  with  it  avoided. 

Miss  Pearse  referred  to  the  fact  that  so  many 
poor  mothers  were  overwhelmed  with  visitors. 
She  had  heard  of  one  case  where  seven  of  those 
officials  were  visiting  a  house  in  one  week.  The 
right  thing  would  be  to  get  one  visitor  who  could 
unite  in  herself  all  the  qualifications  for  such 
visiting  and  the  only  person  who  had  all  those 
^qualifications  so  united  was  the  trained  nurse  with 
the  health  visitor's  certificate.  Miss  Pearse 
advised  trained  nurses  to  take  the  Diploma  of  the 
Board  of  Education  if  they  desired  to  practise  as 
Health  Visitors.  The  length  of  training  required 
of  trained  nurses  for  this  was,  she  said,  a  year, 
while  two  years  were  required  of  those  with- 
out nurses'  training.  Nurses,  however,  might 
well,  through  the  Association  of  Trained  Nurses  in 
Public  Health  Work  for  instance,  urge  upon  the 
authorities  the  advisability  of  allowing  trained 
nurses  to  sit  for  the  Diploma  after  having  done 
the  necessary  study  in  three  months.  This,  she 
contended,  was  quite  possible  for  those  who  had 
trained  for  three  years  in  a  hospital.  In  any  case, 
she  strongly  advised  trained  nurses  to  take  the 
Diploma,  if  only  to  prevent  the  market  from  being 
flooded  with  half -trained  people.  At  the  present 
time  girls  were  being  taken  round  with  some  of 
the  school  nurses  two  afternoons  in  a  week,  and  it 
was  absurd  to  maintain  that  experience  gained  in 
this  casual  way  could  be  equal  to  a  nurse's  training. 
Miss  Pearse  urged  the  necessity  for  patience  and 
good  temper  when  doing  health  visiting.  "  You 
require,"  she  said,  "  the  kindest  of  hearts  and  the 
abihty  to  see  at  a  glance  all  that  each  poor  mother 
has  to  cope  with.  Let  the  mothers  do  most  of  the 
talking  on  the  occasion  of  the  first  visit.  Let  them 
abuse  the  authorities  if  they  like,  let  them  abuse 
yourself,  too,  and  do  not  let  a  violence  that  is 
foreign  to  yourself  cause  you  to  lose  patience." 

Owing  to  lack  of  space  we  are  unable  to  publish 
Miss  I.e  Geyt's  very  able  and  original  speech,  but 
this  will  be  inserted  in  an  early  issue  of  the  Supple- 
ment. 

ENGAQEMENT. 

Miss  Annie  Sansbury  is  engaged  to  be  married 
to  Jajtnes  Roulet,  Esq.,  and  we  offer  both  all  our 
best  wishes.  The  wedding  will  take  place  quietly 
on  Monday,  April  17th,  and  a  reception  will  be 
held  afterwards  at  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Club, 
194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  7, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

To  the  Secretary  R.B.N. A. 

Dear  Miss  Macdonald, — ^Will  you  please 
convey  to  the  Corporation  my  very  grateful 
thanks  for  the  most  beautiful  silver  bag  they  so 
kindly  gave  me. 

I  shall  greatly  treasure  it,  and  when  using  it 
shall  have  a  very  affectionate  remembrance  of  a 
pleasant  six  months  spent  in  helping  to  inaugurate 
the  Club  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association, 
and  of  meeting  and  working  with  so  many  charming 
personalities. 

Again  thanking  you. 

Yours  very  sincerely. 


Emoyeni,  Limpsfield,  Surrey. 
DONATIONS. 


B.   Cutler. 


The  Hon.  Treasurer  acknowledges  with  thanks 
the  following  donations  : — 

General  Purposes  Fund. — ^Miss  S.  E.  Under hUl, 
£1  ;  Mrs.  M.  Rogers,  iis.  ^d.  ;  Miss  A.  Rider, 
IDS.  6d.  ;  Miss  E.  Freear,  7s.  6d.  ;  E.  Domville, 
Esq.,  M.D.,  Miss  E.  Mayou,  5s.  6d.  ;  Misses  L. 
BaU,  E.  Clifford,  C.  A.  Little,  M.  J.  Little,  A. 
Shepard  and  Mrs.  Sherliker,  Mrs.  Simons,  5s. ; 
Misses  L.  Burgin  and  E.  Glanville,  2s.  6d.  ;  Misses 
A.  Hore,  J.  Innes,  M.  Piper  and  M.  Thorley,  2s.  ; 
Mrs.  Holdsworth  and  Miss  N.  Winter,  is.  6d.  ; 
Misses  E.  Balding,  E.  Bell,  M.  McDougall,  S, 
Sulivan,  L.  Wiskin  and  Mrs-  Simpson,  is. 

CLUB   FIXTUI^ES. 

On  Saturday,  March  4th,  at  8.15,  the  Members 
of  the  Temperance  Hospital  Nurses'  League  will 
give  a  dramatic  entertainment  at  the  Club, 
entitled  "  No  Servants."  After  this  there  will  be 
a  short  interval  for  refreshments,  followed  by 
songs,  recitations  and  pianolos.  Members  are 
cordially  invited  to  come  and  bring  their  friends. 

On  Saturday,  March  nth,  at  3  p.m..  Miss  A.  E. 
Macdonald  will  read  a  paper  on  "  Mental  Nursing 
along  the  lines  of  Suggestion  and  Constructive 
Thought."  All  nurses  should  make  an  effort  to 
attend  this,  as  they  are  sure  to  gain  a  great  deal  of 
useful  and  exceedingly  interesting  information. 
Miss  Macdonald  is  a  very  able  student  of  psycho- 
logy, and  will  discuss  her  subject  on  the  hnes  of  the 
latest  scientific  knowledge  and  methods  ;  she  is  a 
clever  writer  on  nursing,  and  matters  connected 
■with  the  hygiene  of  the  mind  ;  mental  nurses  owe 
not  a  Uttle  to  her  for  representing  the  views  of  the 
nurses  themselves  in  a  series  of  letters  which  have 
appeared  recently,  from  medical  men  and  others, 
in  the  columns  of  the  Daily  Telegraph  in  connection 
with  the  lack  of  recognition  which  mental  nurses 
have  received  for  the  self-sacrificing  work  they 
undertake,  a  work  which  demands  immense 
courage  and  patience. 

Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 
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OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 

WHAT  ARE  THE  APPEARANCES  OF  A  VARICOSE 
ULCER  WHICH  HAS  BEEN  («)  NEGLECTED,  (*) 
TREATED  PROPERLY  FOR  A  WEEK?  WHAT  IS  THE 
USUAL   TREATMENT  FOR  A  VARICOSE   ULCER? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Mildred  W.  Comer,  Wodverton 
Roadi,  BoscxMnbe,  Hants. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

A  neg-lected  varicose  ulcer,  the  common 
situation  of  which  is  in  the  lower  third  of  the 
leg,  shows  undermined  edges  infiltrated  with 
much  inflammatory  material,  which  impedes 
the  circulation  and  prevents  healing.  The 
surrounding  skin  is  congested  and  often 
eczematous.  The  base  of  the  ulcer  is  covered 
with  a  thin  sanious  discharge,  often  very  foul- 
smelling,  and  such  granulations  as  may  exist 
are  flabby  and  ill-formed.  Sometimes  instead 
of  the  thin  sanious  discharge  there  is  a  thick 
yellow  evil-odoured  slough,  resembling  that 
seen  in  "  gummata  "  which  have  broken 
down.  Pain  is  a  variable  symptom.  It  may 
be  absent,  or,  if  nerve-endings  be  exposed  by 
the  ulcerative  processes,  it  may  be  intense. 
One  of  the  serious  effects  of  this  ulcer  is  that, 
by  penetrating  into  one  of  the  dilated  veins, 
it  does  occasionally  give  rise  to  very  abundant 
haemorrhage.  At  times  such  ulcers  may  sur- 
round the  whole  circumference  of  the  leg,  and 
may  penetrate  down  tO'  become  adherent  to 
fascia  or  periosteum  or  bone,  and  sometimes 
these  old-standing  neglected  ulcers  become 
"  malignant." 

The  difference  in  the  appearance  of  such  an 
ulcer  after  a  week's  treatment  is  striking. 
When  the  destructive  process  has  ceased  and 
the  septic  element  has  been  eliminated,  the 
edges  are  no  longer  undermined,  flabby,  and 
pus-oozing.  Healthy  pink  granulations  are  to 
be  observed  scattered  over  the  surface.  The 
foul-smelling  discharge  is  less  abundant,  and 
pain  should  be  entirely  absent,  whilst  the 
whole  area  of  the  surrounding  skin  appears 
more  healthy,  and  the  engorgement  of  the 
dilated  veins  has  diminished.  The  infiltration 
of  the  base  also'  lessens,  so  that  the  tissues 
around  are  less  fixed  and  more  supple. 

Treatment. — Local  applications  are  useless 
unless  the  pressure  of  the  column  of  blood  in 
the  dilated  veins  be  eased.  This  can  be  done 
by  a  well-applied  bandage,  firm  enough  to 
support  without  being  tooi  tight,  which  must 
begin  at  the  toes  and  must  be  put  on  when  the 
leg  is  elevated.  A  "Martins"  bandagei  is 
perhaps  preferable  to  an  elastic  stocking  in 
being   more   readily   kept    scrupulously    clean. 


The  first  thing  in  treatment  is  to  try  and  get 
the  ulcer  aseptic. 

The  removal  of  the  undermined  pus-oozing 
edges  should  be  followed  by  fomentations, 
changed  frequently.  Carbolic  acid  or  boracic 
acid,  chlorinated  soda,  or  permanganate  of 
potash  (in  suitable  proportionsi)  added  to  the 
boiling  water  in  which  the  lint  is  soaked  will 
help  in  getting  the  ulcer  clean.  When  the 
odour  is  very  offensive  a  charcoal-and-linseed 
poultice  is  sometimes  ordered,  or  hydrogen 
peroxide  as  a  dressing.  Then  hazeline,  as 
a  **Avet  dressing"  or  as  an  ointment,  is  a 
most  useful  preparation.  Fomentations  must 
not  be  continued  too  long  for  fear  of  produc- 
ing a  sodden  effect  on  the  skin  and  tissues. 
When  granulations  are  exuberant,  silver 
nitrate  applications,  or  "  scarlet-rod  "  oint- 
ment, or  lotia  rubra  are  of  value,  and  lately 
dressings  with  collosol  preparations,  especially 
the  collosol  argentum,  have  been  extensively 
used  with  great  success. 

Another  favourite  method  of  treatment  is 
that  recxjmmended  by  Professor  Unna,  which 
consists  in  the  use  of  an  adhesive  plaster  con- 
taining gelatine,  oxide  of  zinc,  boric  acid, 
glycerine,  and  water,  and  (if  necessary) 
ichthyol.  If  this  method  be  ordered  it  is 
essential  that  every  detail  of  it  be  most  care- 
fully observed  and  carried  out.  When  the 
ulcer  is  healing,  the  effect  of  air  and  sunlight 
(soimetimes  oxygen  itself  is  advised  to  be 
"  played  "  on  the  wound)  is  wonderfully  good, 
provided  the  limb  is  kept  elevated  contin- 
uously. Skin-grafting  is  sometimes  efficacious 
in  hastening  the  final  stages  of  healing. 

To  sum  up,  the  essentials  of  treatment 
(whatever  be  the  local  applications  of  choice) 
are  rest  in  bed  with  the  limb  elevated,  strict 
asepsis  and  cleanliness  of  the  ulcer,  careful 
adjustments  of  the  supporting  bandage,  and 
a  light  but  nourishing  dietary,  from  which 
alcohol,  nitrogenous  extracts,  and  coffee  are, 
for  the  most  part,  withheld. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — ^Miss  H.  Ballard,  Miss  J. 
Robinson,  Miss  Forsyth,  Miss  E.  Turner. 

Miss  Ballard  writes  in  regard  to  general 
treatment : — "  The  patient  must  be  given  a 
liberal,  nourishing  diet,  plenty  of  fresh  air, 
regular  action  of  bowels  is  very  essential,  and 
calomel  and  mag.  sulph.  are  useful  aperients; 
rest  in  bed  may  do  much  toi  aid  healing.  If 
ulcer  is  due  to  disease,  the  cause  must  also  be 
treated;  if  tuberculosis,  fresh  air,  extra  diet, 
&c.,  will  be  very  beneficial;  if  due  to  specific 
disease,  a  doctor  will  treat  accordingly." 
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THE  GENERAL  NURSINQ  COUNCIL  FOR 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


The  Twenty-first  Meeting  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales  was  held  at  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  Whitehall,  S.W.,  on  Friday, 
February  17th,  at  2.30  p.m.,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Council,"  Sir  Wilmot  Herringham,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B., 
M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  presiding. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were,  with  one 
transposition  of  words,  agreed  and  signed. 

Correspondence. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  late  Chairman,  Mr. 
J.  C.  Priestley,  K.C.,  thanking  the  Council  for  the 
kind  Resolution  sent  from  the  last  meeting,  and 
saying  how  much  he  appreciated  it. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Minister  of  Health 
directing  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  an  Order 
in  Council  passed  on  the  31st  ult.,  affecting  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Act,  191 9.  The  Chairman 
said  that  at  present  the  Council  had  not  the  Order 
before  it. 

The  Chairman  then  reminded  the  Council  that 
at  the  last  meeting  they  had  passed  Rules  for 
Conjoint  Training  subject  to  consultation  with  the 
Nursing  Councils  for  Scotland  and  Ireland.  Letters 
relative  to  the  proposal  had  been  sent  to  the 
General  Nursing  Councils  in  these  countries  and 
no  objection  had  been  taken  to  these  rules. 

On  December  i6th,  1921,  the  Registrar  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland  -wTote  that 
his  Council  understood  that  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales  had  passed  a  Rule 
relating  to  the  admission  to  the  English  Register  of 
Nurses  already  registered  in  other  countries,  but 
such  nurses  were  required  to  apply  on  the  same 
form  as  nurses  not  registered.  That  letter,  owing 
to  circumstances,  was  held  up,  and  answered  on 
February  6th,  when  the  Registrar  stated  that  she 
was  directed  to  forward  the  Rule  signed  by  the 
Minister. 

The  Registrar  for  Scotland  had  now  written 
again  in  exactly  the  same  terms  as  before. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick  enquired  whether  the 
Rule  signed  by  the  Minister  was  in  exactly  the 
same  form  as  that  sent  down  for  his  signature 

The  Chairman  rephed  in  the  affirmative.  He 
thought  they  would  have  to  provide  a  form 
specially  for  these  appUcations,  but  in  this  letter 
they  had  quite  a  definite  statement  that  Scotland 
did  not  understand  what  the  Rule  meant. 

It  was  agreed  that  an  instruction  be  given  to 
the  Registration  Committee  to  draft  a  special 
form  for  applicants  registered  in  Scotland  and 
Ireland. 

In  reply  to  an  invitation  from  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute,  Dr.  Bostock  Hill  was  appointed  to  repre- 
sent the  Council  at  its  meeting  at  Bournemouth. 

Report  of  Registration  Committee. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick.  Chairman,  then  moved 
that  the  Report  of  the  Registration  Committee  be 
received  and  agreed.  She  remarked  that  the 
"  prescribed  scheme  "  for  election  of  the  sixteen 


nurses  on  the  Council  was  an  important  document, 
providing  for  the  enfranchisement  of  the  Registered 
Nurses. 

The  Report  was  as  follows  : — 

The  Registration  Committee  has  met  once — 
on  February  loth  : 

I.  To  recommend  that  the  following  "  pres- 
cribed scheme  "  for  the  Constitution  of  the  Council 
(Clause  4,  Schedule)  be  approved  : — 

Draft  Prescribed  Scheme  for  the'Election  of 
Persons  Registered  as  Nurses  on  the  General 
Nursing    Council    for  England   and    Wales. 

1.  Constitution  of  the  Council: — 

6  Past  or  Present  Matrons  of  Training  Schools 
for  Nurses  to  be  elected  by  the  Nurses  on 
the  General  part  of  the  Register. 

4  INlatrons  of   General  Hospitals  (not  less 
than  one  of  whom  must  be  the  Matron 
of  a  Provincial  General  Hospital). 
2  Matrons  of   Poor-Law  Infirmaries  (one 
of   whom   must   be   the  Matron   of  a 
Provincial    Poor-Law    Infirmary) . 
5  "  Registered  Nurses  "  (who  are  not  Matrons 
of  Hospitals),  one  of  whom  must  be  engaged 
in  the  Public  Health  Service. 

To  be  elected  by  nurses  on  the  General 
part  of  the  Register. 

1  Male  Nurse. 

2  Mental  Nurses  (Male  and  Female). 
I  Fever  Nurse. 

I  Sick  Children's  Nurse. 
16       To  be  elected  by  the  Nurses  on  the  Supple- 
*=  mentary  parts  of  the  Register  of  the 

class  to  which  he  or  she  belongs. 

2.  Nomination. 

The  Registered  Nurses  entitled  to  be  elected 
on  the  General  Nursing  Council  must  be  duly 
nominated  on  a  form  prescribed  for  the  purpose. 
Each  nomination  paper  must  be  signed  by  12 
Registered  Nurses. 

Form  of  Nomination  Paper  : — 

We,     the     undersigned,    being     Registered 
Nurses,  hereby  nominate 

(name  in  full) 
of 

(address  and  qualification) 
a  Registered  Nurse,  as  a  proper  person  to  be 
elected  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales  by  the  Nurses  registered 
on  the  General  part  of  the  Register. 
The    Forms    of   the   Nomination   papers   for 
Nurses  registered  on  the  Supplementary  parts 
of  the  Register  will  be  similar  to  the  foregoing 
Form,  mutatis  mutandis. 

3.  Election. 

An  election  of  the  direct  representatives  of 
the  Nurses  shall  be  by  ballot,  by  means  of  voting 
papers  to  be  transmitted  through  the  post 
in  accordance  with  directions  framed  by  the 
Council,  and  the  directions  shall  contain  all 
things  necessary,  preliminary  or  incidental  to 
an  election,  and  every  nurse  for  the  time  being 
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registered  on  the  General  part  or  a  Supplement- 
ary part  of  the  Register,  shall  be  entitled  to  give 
one  vote  for  each  or  any  number  of  candidates 
not  exceeding  the  number  to  be  elected  by  the 
Registered  Nurses  of  the  class  to  which  he  or 
she  belongs. 

To  be  eligible  for  nomination  and  election  on 
the  General  Nursing  Council  Nurses  must  apply 
for  Registration  before  the  ist  of  October,  prior 
to  the  date  of  election  so  as  to  allow  a  period 
of  eight  weeks  to  enable  the  nominations  to  be 
made,  voting  papers  sent  out,  returned  and 
scrutinised. 
4.  Returning  Officer. 

The  Chairman  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
shall  be  the  Returning  Officer  for  the  purpose 
of  elections  of  the  Nurse  representatives. 


II.  To  report  that  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick, 
Miss  Cattell,  Miss  Dowbiggin  and  Miss  Peterkin 
Iiave  been  appointed  to  consider  and  report  on 
the  Registered  Uniform  and  Badge. 

III.  To  report  that  from  January  ist  to  Feb- 
ruary loth,  494  Apphcations  for  Registration 
have  been  received  and  acknowledged  : 

General  Register  . .      "     . .  464 

Supplementary  Registers        .  .  30 

IV.  To  recommend  the  following  for  approval : 
AppUcants  ehgible        81  (list  appended). 
Applicants  ineligible      38  (list  appended) . 

The  latter  list  includes  all  applicants  found 
inehgible  since  the  November  Meeting  of  the 
Council. 

V.  To  recommend  to  the  Council  : 

"  That  applicants  who  have  complied  with 
the  requirements  set  forth  in  the  Rules,  whose 
applications  for  registration  are  approved  by 
the  Council,  shall  have  their  names  entered  by 
the  Registrar  in  the  appropriate  parts  of  the 
Register,  and  shall  be  granted  a  certificate,  and 
that  authority  is  hereby  given  to  affix  the  Seal 
of  the  Council  thereto." 

(Signed)  Ethel  G.  Fenwick. 

In  response  to  the  Chairman,  Mrs.  Fenwick 
explained  that  in  connection  with  the  "  Draft 
Prescribed  Scheme  for  the  Election  of  Persons 
Registered  as  Nurses  on  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales,"  the  Regis- 
tration Committee  were  instructed  in  1920  to 
frame  this  scheme.  The  Committee  began  to 
consider  it  in  January,  192 1,  and  had  it  under 
consideration  until  March  of  that  year.  They  had 
tried,  in  drafting  this  scheme,  to  follow  the  prin- 
ciples adopted  by  the  Minister  in  nominating  the 
Nurse  Members  of  the  first  Council,  giving  represen- 
tation to  all  classes  of  nurses.  The  Committee 
proposed  that  (i)  eleven  persons  should  be  elected 
by  the  Registered  Nurses  on  the  General  Part  of 
the  Register,  and  that  of  these  eleven,  six  must 
be  past  or  present  Matrons  of  Training  Schools  for 
Nurses,  four  of  them  Matrons  of  General  Hospitals 
(not  less  than  one  of  whom  must  be  the  Matron  of 
a  Provincial  General  Hospital)  and  two  Matrons  of 


Poor-Law  Infirmaries  (one  of  whom  must  be  the 
Matron  of  a  Provincial  Poor-Law  Infirmary)  and 
(2)  Five  "  Registered  Nurses  "  (who  are  not 
Matrons  of  Hospitals}  one  of  whom  must  be 
engaged  in  the  Public  Health  Service. 

In  regard  to  representation  of  the  Nurses  on  the 
Supplementary  parts  of  the  Register  the  Committee 
recommended  that  there  should  be  one  Male 
Nurse,  two  Mental  Nurses  (Male  and  Female), 
one  Fever  Nurse,  one  Sick  Children's  Nurse  to  be 
elected  by  the  Nurses  on  the  Supplementary 
parts  of  the  Register  of  the  class  to  which  he  or 
she  belongs. 

In  connection  with  voting  for  the  nurses  repres- 
enting those  in  the  Supplementary'-  parts  of  the 
Register,  as  well  as  the  General  part,  in  cases 
where  a  registered  nurse  was  qualified  to  exercise 
such  votes,  the  Committee  had  had  plural  voting 
under  consideration  and,  while  recognising  its 
disadvantages,  were  of  opinion  that  on  the  whole 
it  was  the  most  practical  and  appropriate  method. 
They  therefore  recommended  that  a  nurse  should 
be  entitled  to  vote  for  the  representatives  on  each 
part  of  the  Register  in  connection  with  which  she 
was  qualified  to  vote. 

Nomination  Paper. 

In  regard  to  the  nomination  of  the  Registered 
Nurses  entitled  to  be  elected  on  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  the  Committee  proposed  that 
they  should  be  duly  nominated  on  a  form  pres- 
cribed for  the  purpose,  and  that  each  nomination 
paper  must  be  signed  by  12  Registered  Nurses. 
That  was  following  the  precedent  of  the  General 
Medical  Council. 

In  drafting  this  Regulation,  Mrs.  Fenwick  said 
she  had  left  out  the  words  "  resident  in  England 
and  Wales,"  as  formerly  agreed  to  by  the  Com- 
mittee ;  all  nurses  on  the  Register  were  entitled 
to  vote  wherever  resident. 

In  regard  to  the  Election,  the  Committee 
considered  that  to  be  eligible  for  nomination  and 
election  on  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  nurses 
must  apply  for  Registration  prior  to  the  ist  of 
October,  before  the  election,  in  order  to  allow  of  a 
sufficient  period  for  the  nominations  to  be  made 
before  the  election  takes  place,  as  a  new  Council 
assumes  office  in  January,  every  five  years. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Council  had  consented  to 
act  as  the  Returning  Officer,  Mrs.  Fenwick  sug- 
gested that  after  the  word  "  Council  "  should  be 
inserted  the  words  "  or  any  other  persons  whom 
the  Council  may  from  time  to  time  appoint," 
in  case  the  Chairman  was  unable  to  act. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  enquired  whether  the 
Committee  had  considered  whether  Clause  IV  of 
the  Act  (presumably  the  Schedule  to  the  Act) 
permitted  the  16  persons  to  be  elected  in  accord- 
ance  with   the   "  prescribed   scheme." 

The  Chairman  said  the  "prescribed  scheme'' 
meant  the  scheme  prescribed  b)'^  the  Council 
There  was  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  scheme 
if  passed,  would  be  in  order,  including  plural 
voting.  He  was  sure  they  could  adopt  it  if  they 
wished,   though  it  was  not  a  good  method. 
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The  Chairman  asked  whether  there  were  any 
objection  to  the  two  amendments  made  by 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  to  the  Report,  and  there 
being  none  they  were  agreed. 

The  Chairman  said  the  scheme  for  plural 
voting  was  one  for  wliich  no  one  voted  if  he 
could  help  it.  In  the  University  of  London  some 
men  had  two  faculties.  They  were  made  to 
choose  which  vote  they  would  exercise.  They 
were  never  allowed  a  double  vote.  They  could 
let  it  be  known  that  a  nurse  could  vote  as  a 
General  Nurse,  or  for  a  representative  of  the 
nurses  on  a  Special  Register.  He  did  not  think 
they  should  be  allowed  to  vote  in  connection  with 
two  parts  of  the  Register. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  was  the 
view  she  held,  but  Dr.  Goodall  had  put  forward 
practical  reasons  for  the  course  they  had  adopted. 
Their  late  Chairman  had  ultimately  approved  of 
plural  voting. 

Miss  Cattell  thought  to  vote  in  one  part 
would  be  quite  sufficient,  and  that  it  would  be 
easy  to  arrange. 

The  Chairman  said  it  was  not  a  question 
whether  it  would  be  easy  ;  it  was  a  matter  of 
justice. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  said  that  up  to  the  present 
very  few  mental  nurses  had  registered.  Even- 
tually he  thought  the  Mental  Nurses  would  be 
under-represented,  and  the  Male  Nurses  of  whom 
there  were  few,  over-represented,  though  he 
realised  a  male  nurse  could  not  be  cut  in  half. 
Would  it  be  possbile  to  defer  this  ?  Perhaps  the 
position  would  be  different  in  six  months'  time. 

Dr.  Goodall  hoped  this  would  not  be  put 
back.  Another  point  which  had  influenced  the 
Committee  in  regard  to  plural  voting  was  the 
practical  difficulty  to  the  Registrar  of  sorting  out 
the  different  votes. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  said  that  persons  claiming 
to  take  part  in  a  Parliamentary  Election  had  to 
substantiate  that  right.  When  they  made  their 
claim  the  lists  were  consulted  to  see  whether  their 
names  appeared  on  the  lists. 

Rev.  G.  B.  Cronshaw  said  there  was  no  difficulty 
in  arranging  about  voting.  He  thought  a  nurse 
should  support  the  in.terest  that  she  represented 
at  the  moment. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  the  Committee 
had  provided  for  the  representation  of  specialists, 
and  by  plural  voting  their  votes  might  be  swamped 
by  those  on  the  General  part  of  the  Register 
having  special  quahfications. 

Dr.  Goodall  said  nurses  might  have  25  votes 
each,  but  only  one  vote  for  the  specialists  ;  thus 
the  Fever  Nurses  had  only  one  vote  each  for  their 
representative. 

Miss  Dowbiggin  pointed  out  that  the  nurses 
who  were  on  Supplementary  parts  of  the  Register 
as  well  as  on  the  General  part  had  paid  for  that 
privilege. 

Lady  Hobhouse  moved  : — 

"  That  no  nurse  have  more  than  one  vote." 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  seconded. 

Mr.  Christian  said  nurses  on  the  General  part 


of  the  Register  must  have  more  than  one   vote, 
as  they  had  a  right  to  vote  for  eleven  candidates. 

The  Resolution  was  lost  by  a  large  majority. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  then  moved  : — 

"  That  a  Nurse  whose  name  appears  on  more  than 
one  Register  shall  select  the  one  in  respect  of  which 
she  shall  exercise  her  right  to  vote,  and  shall  vote  in 
the  corresponding  section  only." 

This  resolution  was  also  lost. 

Further  discussion  took  place  in  which  Dr. 
Bedford  Pierce,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  Miss  Swiss, 
the  Chairman,  Mr.  Christian,  Miss  Seymour  Yapp, 
and  Dr.  Goodall  took  part. 

The  adoption  of  this  part  of  the  Report  was 
then  carried. 

Items  II  and  III  were  approved. 

Item  IV. — ^Mrs.  Fenwick  reported  that  since 
the  Meeting  of  the  Registration  Committee  on 
February  loth,  107  more  apphcations  had  been 
carefully  scrutinised,  and  she  proposed  they  be 
added  to  the  81  recommended  making  a  total  of 
188. 

This  was  approved. 

Item  V  was  approved,  and  the  Report  as  a 
whole  agreed. 

Report  of  the  Mental  Nursing  Committee. 

The  next  item  on  the  Agenda  was  "  The  Chair- 
man of  the  Mental  Nursing  Committee  to  move 
that  his  Report  be  received  and  agreed." 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  said  he  had  no  Report  to 
present.  The  Mental  Nursing  Committee  had 
met  too  shortly  before  the  Council  meeting  for 
him  to  be  able  to  do  so. 

He  reminded  the  Council  that  at  its  last  meeting 
he  had  given  notice  he  would  move  that  six  mental 
nurses  be  added  to  the  Mental  Nurses  Committee. 
Since  then  he  had  seen  the  representative  of  the 
Minister,  and  the  Solicitor  to  the  Minister,  and 
had  been  informed  that  this  would  not  be  in  order. 

Report  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall,  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  then  njoved  that  his  Report  be 
received  and  agreed. 

The  Report  was  as  follows  : — 

The  Finance  Committee  has  met  once,  on 
February  9th,  1922. 

1.  To  recommend  that  the  bills  and  claims 
submitted  for  payment  be  approved. 

2.  To  recommend  that  the  estimate  of  Maddock 
&  Sons  for  £1  12s.  6d.  for  a  new  lead  supply  pipe 
in  the  scullery  be  accepted. 

3.  To  recommend  that  the  estimate  of  Chinchen 
&  Co.,  for  £^g  4s.,  for  a  new  filing  cabinet  for  the 
Registration  Room,  similar  to  that  previously 
supphed,  be  accepted. 

4.  To  recommend  that  the  Office  be  closed  on 
February  28th,  1922,  Princess  Mary's  Wedding- 
day. 

(Sgd.)     T.  J.  V. 

Alluding  to  paragraph  211  (of  the  Minutes) 
Sir  Jenner  Verrall  pointed  out  that  permission 
had  been  given  to  engage  three  temporary  clerks 
for  three  months  ;  two  had  been  engaged,  and  the 


I20 


Zhc  Brltteb  3ournal  ot  IRurstrtQ.     February  25,  1922 


time  had  now  expired.     Permission  was  desired 
to  retain  their  services  for  a  further  period. 

The  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee  with  this 
addition  was  agreed 

Resolutions. 

Dr.  Good  all  then  moved  '. — ^That  the  following 
Rule  be  inserted  after  Rule  9  : — 

Rule  9A.— "  Notwithstanding  anything  in  the  last 
preceding  Rule  the  Council  may  accept  in  place  of  a 
certificate  a  copy  of  the  certificate  certified  by  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  Barrister  or  Solicitor,  to  be  a  true  copy 
thereof,  or  where  the  applicant  is  a  member  of  any 
organised  body  of  nurses,  recognised  for  this  purpose 
by  the  Council,  a  declaration  signed  by  the  Secretary 
or  other  responsible  officer  of  that  body  that  on  the 
admission  of  the  applicant  to  membership  the  certificate 
or  a  certified  copy  thereof  was  produced  to  that  body." 

In  moving  this  Resolution,  Dr.  Goodall  said 
the  Council  had  agreed  that  the  Register  should 
be  closed  by  September  30th  for  the  purpose  of 
the  election.  It  was,  therefore,  essential  to  get 
a  large  number  of  nurses  on  the  Register  by  that 
date.  There  were  anytliing  from  20,000  to 
80,000  who  might  come  on,  and  the  nurses  had  not 
been  registering  in  such  large  numbers  as  had  been 
hoped — 4,180  applications  up  to  January  31st, 
and  a  few  more  since. 

The  present  Council  went  out  in  December  next  ; 
they  must,  therefore,  have  a  good  body  of  nurses 
to  elect  the  direct  representatives  before  that 
date.  He  reckoned  that  at  the  present  rate  there 
would  be  10,000  by  September  30th. 

The  approvals  had  been  smaller  than  the 
applications,  but  10,000  nurses  were  too  small 
a  number  to  elect  the  nurses'  representatives  on 
the  Statutory  Council.  It  was  essential  to  do 
something  to  speed  up  Registration,  and  nurses 
were  hesitating  to  register  because  they  were  being 
required  to  send  up  their  original  certificates. 
These  ladies  were  holding  back  because  they  were 
afraid  of  losing  their  original  certificates  in  the 
post,  and  considering  the  postal  arrangements 
he  did  not  blame  them.  That  was  one  qf  the 
chief  reasons  why  they  were  not  registering.  The 
Council  ought  to  take  such  steps  as  would  secure 
a  large  body  of  votes  ;  for  that  reason  he  was 
bringing  up  this  Resolution  which  would  enable 
a  larger  number  of  nurses  to  be  registered  than 
had  hitherto  been  the  case. 

To  conform  with  the  Resolution  any  organised 
body  of  nurses  must  be  recognised  by  the  Council. 
If  the  Council  did  not  think  that  body  took 
sufficient  care  in  the  admission  of  its  members 
it  could  refuse  its  application  for  recognition. 

Miss  Peterkin  seconded,  and  said  that  many 
nurses  were  holding  back.  She  was  convinced  there 
would  be  a  more  adequate  electorate  if  Dr.  Goodall's 
proposals  were  carried. 

Miss  Cox-Davies  proposed,  and  Mrs.  Eustace 
Hills  seconded,  an  amendment  to  substitute 
the  words  "  in  these  Rules  "  for  "  in  the  last 
preceding  Rule  "  ;  and,  in  the  last  line,  after  the 
words  "  produced  to  "  to  insert  "  and  was  verified 
by  "  before  "  that  body." 

Miss  MacCallum  pointed  out  that  if  a  mistake 


were  made  by  the  Secretary  of  a  Society  outside 
the  Council,  the  Council  would  have  to  bear  the 
responsibihty. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick  opposed  the  Resolution 
on  the  following  grounds  : — The  Rules  had  been 
drafted  after  serious  consideration  and  due  regard 
to  the  responsibilities  of  the  Council  for  the  correct- 
ness of  the  Register,  and  had  been  unanimously 
agreed.  They  had  been  signed  by  the  Minister 
and  agreed  to  by  Parliament.  Under  the  Rules 
under  which  they  were  now  working  every  applica- 
tion, and  the  references,  were  investigated  by 
members  of  the  Registration  Committee.  As 
Chairman  she  had  satisfied  herself  that  no  applica- 
tion had  been  recommended  to  the  Council  without 
expert  scrutiny,  as  directed  by  the  Conncil  by  special 
Resolution.  She  would  like  to  draw  attention 
to  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  applications  were 
insufficiently  filled  in.  The  present  rule  was  that 
every  certificate,  and  copy  for  filing,  must  be  seen 
and  certified  by  the  responsible  officials  of  the 
Council.  Hundreds  of  copies,  sent  in  as  correct, 
were  faulty,  and  had  been  corrected  in  the  office. 
She  had  never  scrutinised  a  batch  of  applications 
in  which  she  had  not  found  some  further  informa- 
tion necessary.  In  scrutinising  the  applications, 
the  Registration  Committee  had  had  in  mind  the 
fact  that  their  officials  would  have  to  compile  and 
produce  a  correct  Register  which  would  be  accepted 
as  evidence  in  Courts  of  Law,  and  which  would 
satisfy  Nurses,  the  Medical  Profession  and  the 
Public.  Parliament  had  entrusted  the  Council 
with  this  responsibihty. 

In  regard  to  the  first  part  of  the  Resolution  there 
was  no  objection.  It  was  a  course  akeady  adopted 
when  original  certificates  could  not  be  inspected. 
Verified  copies  of  certificates  had  also  been  supplied 
by  the  responsible  officials  of  hospitals.  The 
second  part  of  the  Resolution  was  open  to  the 
gravest  objection.  It  was  proposed  that  the 
Council  should  accept  instead  of  a  verified  copy  of 
a  certificate  "  a  declaration  signed  by  the  Secretary 
(of  a  Nurses'  Society)  or  other  responsible  officer  of 
that  body,  that  on  the  admission  of  the  applicant 
to  membership  the  certificate,  or  a  certified  copy 
thereof,  was  produced  to  that  body."  Mrs, 
Fenwick  contended  that  no  correct  Register 
could  be  compiled  on  such  a  system.  Were  the 
members  of  the  Council  to  depute  their  responsibili- 
ties to  irresponsible  persons,  instead  of  having 
certificates  verified  in  their  own  office  by  their  own 
responsible  officials  ?  Registered  Nurses  were 
paying  at  the  rate  of  ;^50  a  week  in  salaries  to  have 
their  work  done  efficiently  in  their  own  office. 
She  was  opposing  the  principle  underlying  this 
Resolution  that  members  of  the  Council  appreciat- 
ing the  personal  responsibility  conferred  upon 
them  by  Parliament,  were  to  be  deprived  of  it. 
They  must  not  leave  out  of  consideration  the  fact 
that  when  Parliament  was  asked  to  pass  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Bill  the  Council  of  a  body  of 
Nurses  desired  to  be  made  the  Governing  Body  of 
the  Nursing  Profession.  The  organised  nurses 
protested  against  this,  and  the  Minister  of  Health, 
in  drafting  the  Government  Bill,  made  provision 
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for  the  establishment  of  an  independent  Council — • 
the  General  Nursing  Council — ^to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  Act.  The  Resolution  under 
consideration  really  supported  the  demand  of  that 
same  Body,  which  was  running  a  Voluntary 
Register  competing  with  the  State  Register,  to 
acquire  power  over  the  Council.  She  strongly 
objected  to  the  Council  depriving  her  of  power 
and  responsibility  granted  to  her  as  a  member  of 
a  Statutory  Council.  If  this  Resolution  were 
carried  there  need  be  no  direct  documentary 
evidence  of  a  nurse's  qualifications.  Nothing  but 
hearsay  on  which  to  compile  the  Statutory  Regis- 
ter. She  hoped  the  Council  would  not  consent 
to  depute  its  responsibilities  to  irresponsible 
persons  and  deprive  itself  of  the  authority  and 
prestige  given  to  it  by  Act  of  Parhament. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  said  that  the  present 
system  worked  too  slowly  and  expensively.  As 
Treasurer  he  was  concerned  with  the  latter  point. 
It  cost  a  great  deal  of  money  to  return  all  the 
certificates  forwarded  for  inspection,  and  further, 
there  was  the  cost  of  the  time  of  the  office  staff  to 
be  considered.  They  must  r^emember,  in  this  con- 
nection, they  were  dealing  only  with  appUcations 
from  nurses  holding  certificates.  The  entrance  to 
the  Register  of  those  who  had  no  certificates — i.e., 
those  admitted  under  9  (i)  (b) — was  easier  than  that 
for  those  admitted  under  9  (i)  (a)  who  possessed 
certificates.  The  effect  of  the  present  Resolu- 
tion would  be  to  reduce  expense,  and  to  increase 
the  speed  of  registering  nurses.  An  improvement 
in  both  these  respects  was  necessary.  At  the  time 
when  the  Medical  and  Dentists  Acts  were  passed 
every  one  was  taken  in  at  one  fell  swoop. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  expressed  the  opinion  that 
by  this  means,  and  this  means  only,  could  they 
speed  up  Registration. 

Miss  MacCallum  said  that  very  few  members  of 
the  Council  had  scrutinised  the  application  forms, 
and  therefore  had  no  idea  of  the  mistakes  made 
by  responsible  people.  She  would  mention  two 
only  which  came  under  her  observation  on  the  last 
occasion  on  which  she  put  in  an  hour's  work  at 
their  office.  (She  had  been  prepared  on  that  occa- 
sion to  give  several  hours'  work  had  it  been  there 
to  do.)  In  the  case  of  a  nurse  who  had  lost 
her  certificate,  application  was  made  to  the  Matron 
of  the  hospital  where  the  nurse  stated  she  was 
trained  for  confirmation  of  this  statement.     The 

Matron  replied,  "  Miss  Margaret was  trained 

in  this  hospital,"  &c. 

Later  the  nurse  wrote,  "  My  Matron  has  made 
a  mistake  ;    my  name  is  Mabel,  not  Margaret." 

In  another  instance  when  an  application 
for  information  was  made  to  one  of  the  first 
London  Hospitals  the  Matron  gave  a  date  as 
1 90 1,  the  nurse  wrote  subsequently  that  this 
was  a  mistake.  The  date  should  be  1903.  She 
thought  the  Council  would  land  itself  in  any 
amount  of  difficulty  if  it  did  not  obtain  direct 
evidence  of  qualifications. 

Miss  Cattell  said  that  the  Council  had  every 
right  to  do  its  own  work.  No  one  thought  of  the 
nurses,    neither    the    doctors    nor    the    Matrons. 


Every  paper  must  be  seen^if  the  Register  was  to 
be  worth  having  and  the  pubhc  protected.  If  the 
Matrons  would  Idndly  tell  the  nurses  to  register — 
a  course  they  urged  in  connection  with  a  volun- 
tary Register — there  would  be  no  difficulty, 'not 
any. 

Miss  Macdonald  said  that  if  they  accepted  the 
declaration  of  one  voluntary  body  it  would  be  the 
thin  end  of  the  wedge  entangling  the  Council  with 
other  bodies,  and  there  would  be  endless  contro- 
versy. It  would  be  an  unfair  judgment  to  come 
to — very  unfair.  • 

Mr.  Christian  said  in  regard  to  the  latter  part 
of  the  Resolution  he  would  like  to  know  how  it 
was  to  be  carried  out.  Were  the  nurses  to  go  to 
the  Secretaries  of  the  Societies,  or  the  Secretaries 
to  the  nurses  ? 

^  Miss  Villiers  did  not  think  that  any  voluntary 
body  was  as  careful  as  the  compilers  of  the  State 
Register  ought  to  be. 

Miss  DowBiGGiN  said  if  they  did  not  accept 
the  proposal  of  the  Resolution  they  were  going 
to  lose  the  value  of  a  large  body  of  well-trained 
nurses  coming  on  the  Register.  Miss  Cox-Davies' 
amendment  added  an  additional  safeguard.  She 
did  think  the  Council  should  try  to  speed  up 
Registration. 

Dr.  Good  all  said  he  supported  this  view, 
inasmuch  as  they  had  already  put  on  the  Register 
people  whose  qualifications  were  not  so  good  as 
those  whom  the  Resolution  would  affect.  He 
was  quite  willing  to  accept  Miss  Cox-Davies' 
amendment  as  to  verification  taking  place  when  a 
nurse  joined  the  body  concerned. 

Miss  Cox-Davies'  amendments  were  then 
incorporated  in  the  Resolution,  and  the  Resolution 
carried  by  16  votes  to  6. 

A  similar  Rule  was  adopted  in  connection  with 
Rule  II. 

Resolution  II. 

Dr.  Goodall  then  moved  :— 

That  Forms  I  (a)  and  I  (b)  in  the  second  Schedule 

to  the  Rules  be  amended  by  substituting  for  the  words: — 

"  I  forward  herewith  my  Certificate  of  Training 

(and  copy  of  the  same)  from ' 

the  words — 

*  "  I  forward  herewith  my  Certificate  of  Training 
and  copy  thereof." 

*  "  I  forward  herewith  a  certified  copy  of  my 
Certificate  of  Traiaing." 

*  "  Evidence  of  my  training  may  be  obtained  on 
application  to   .■  •  •  • " 

♦Strike  out  the  paragraphs  which  are  not  applicable. 

This  wcis  seconded  by  the  Rev.  G.  B.  Cronshaw 
and  carried,  six  members  of  the  Council  voting 
against  the  Resolution. 

Miss  Cox-Davies  then  moved  : — 

"  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee to  examine  only  those  cases  which  are  reported 
to  them  by  the  Registrar  as  being  doubtful,  and  that 
the  Registrar  be  directed  to  submit  to  the  Council 
through  the  Registration  Committee,  for  their  approval, 
all  applications  which  are  clearly  in  order  and  covered 
by  previous  decisions." 
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Miss  Cox-Davies  said  that  her  reasons  for 
moving  the  Resolution  had  been  covered  by  Dr. 
Goodall's  remarks.  The  Council  had  a  short  time 
in  front  of  it,  and  a  debt  behind  it.  In  the  short 
time  of  office  remaining  to  the  members  they  should 
endeavour  to  speed  up  Registration.  The  Regis- 
trar should  be  competent  to  put  ordinary  applica- 
tions in  order,  leaving  cases — ^reported  by  her  as 
doubtful — to  be  examined  by  the  Registration 
Committee. 

Miss  Swiss  seconded  the  Resolution. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  supported  the  Resolution, 
and  Miss  Seymour  Yapp  said  she  really  wondered 
whether  this  were  not  already  the  Registrar's 
business. 

Miss  MacCallum  enquired  if  the  office  could 
not  keep  up  with  the  work  of  providing  material 
for  the  scrutineers  how  was  it  to  carry  out  this 
added  work  ? 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  the  Registration 
Committee  were  working  under  an  instruction  of  the 
Council  to  scrutinise  applications  and  references. 
They  were  responsible,  not  the  Registrar.  Any 
work  held  up — and  1,403  applications  for  registra- 
tion still  awaited  consideration — were  held  up 
because  the  references  were  not  in.  Reference 
papers  for  applicants  for  registration  in  some 
instances  were  not  sent  out  for  months  after  the 
applications  for  registration  were  received.  It 
was  not  the  fault  of  the  clerical  staff  in  the  office, 
who  were  most  willing  and  industrious.  It  was 
the  fault  of  the  system  in  force  there.  She  strongly 
deprecated  the  suggestion  which  had  evidently 
been  circulated  that  the  work  had  in  any  way  been 
held  up  by  the  scrutineers  or  the  Registration 
Committee.  Hundreds  more  applications  could 
have  been  passed  if  they  had  been  in  order  for  the 
scrutineers  to  inspect.  She  objected  to  the  in- 
struction that  the  Registration  Committee,  at  the 
dictation  of  the  Registrar,  should  be  compelled 
to  recommend  to  the  Council  for  approval  appli- 
cations they  were  not  to  be  permitted  to  inspect. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  said  the  Council  knew  nothing 
of  the  organisation  of  the  Office,  and  it  was  time 
it  looked  into  it. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp,  the  Rev.  G.  B.  Cronshaw, 
Sir  Jenner  Verrall,  and  Dr.  Bedford  Pierce 
supported  the  Resolution. 

Miss  YiLLiERS  asked  whether  it  was  possible 
for  the  Registrar  to  do  this  additional  work 
efficiently. 

Miss  Macdonald,  R.B.N. a.,  said  her  Council 
would  never  allow  her  to  pass  applications  for 
membership. 

Mr.  Christian  asked  if  it  were  possible  for  the 
Registrar  to  have  the  knowledge  to  scrutinise  and 
pass  the  applications  for  the  Supplementary 
Registers. 

Miss  Cox-Davies  said  that  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  Resolution.  The  Registrar  of  a  great 
Council  should  be  qualified  for  such  work  as  that 
defined  in  the  Resolution. 

No  repUes  were  given  to  the  various  questions. 

The  Resolution  was  carried  by  16  votes  to  6. 


Miss  CouLTON   then  moved  : — 
That    the    following    Rule    be    substituted    for 
Rule  43  (2)  :— 

"  Each  of  the  foregoing  Committees  (other  than  the 
Standing  Committee  of  the  whole  Council)  appointed 
in  the  years  1920  and  1921  shall  go  out  of  office  on  the 
date  of  the  first  Ordinary  Meeting  of  the  Coimcil  next 
after  the  date  on  which  this  Rule  comes  into  operation, 
and  new  Committees  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Council 
at  that  Meeting.  Thereafter  the  said  Committees  shall 
be  appointed  annually  at  the  Qrst  Ordinary  Meeting 
of  the  Council  in  the  month  of  January.  Each 
Committee  shall  hold  office  imtil  their  successors  are 
appointed.  Any  vacancy  which  occurs  on  any  of  the 
Committees  shall  be  filled  up  by  the  Council  at  such 
next  meeting  of  the  Council  as  may  be  convenient." 

Miss  CouLTON,  in  moving  the  Resolution,  said 
that  the  Sub-Committees  (Standing  Committees 
Ed.)  were  appointed  when  the  Council  came  into 
office.  Some  members  had  never  had  a  chance  of 
serving  upon  any  of  them.  She  thought  before 
the  Council  went  out  of  office  all  the  members 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  seconded  the  Resolution. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  opposed  it.  The  term 
of  office  of  the  Council  had  only  ten  months  more 
to  run  at  the  outside.  She  did  not  find  it  possible 
to  think  that  the  reason  put  forward  was  the 
only  reason  why  the  work  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittees should  be  upset  when  the  Council  was 
within  ten  months  of  dissolution.  After  what  had 
happened  in  the  last  three  months,  she  was 
inclined  to  think  that  it  had  reference  to  those 
whose  opinions  were  not  those  of  the  majority. 

The  Chairman  objected  to  the  imputation 
of  motives. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  said  she  considered  the  proposal 
most  undesirable.  If  every  time  members  of  the 
Council  expressed  opinions  which  were  unpalatable 
to  the  majority,  steps  were  to  be  taken  to  have  the 
Rules  altered,  she  could  not  imagine  what  the 
nurses  and  the  public  would  think  of  the  methods 
of  the  Council. 

Miss  MacCallum  opposed  the  Resolution  for  the 
reason  that  nurses  already  had  no  confidence  in 
the  Council,  and  if  it  were  carried,  their  distrust 
in  it  would  be  deepened.  On  every  hand  she  heard 
it  said  by  independent  jiurses  that  they  had  lost 
all  faith  in  the  Council. 

Miss  CouLTON,  in  reply,  reiterated  the  reason 
she  had  given. 

The  Resolution  was  then  put  to  the  meeting 
and  carried  by  16  votes  to  6. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  asked  that  the  names  might  be 
taken  down. 

Ayes. 

Lady  Hobhouse,  Hon.  Mrs.  Eustace  Hills,  Sir 
Jenner  Verrall,  Miss  Dowbiggin,  Miss  E.  Smith, 
Miss  Seymour  Yapp,  Miss  Lloyd-Still,  Miss  Cox- 
Davies,  Miss  Peterkin,  Dr.  Goodall,  Dr.  Bostock 
Hill,  Dr.  Bedford  Pierce,  Miss  Steele,  Miss  Swiss, 
Miss  Worsley,  Miss  Coulton. 

Noes. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  Miss  Isabel  Macdonald, 
Miss  S.  A.  Villiers,  Mr.  Christian,  Miss  MacCallum, 
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and  Miss  Cattell,  who  intimated  the  depth  of  her 
feeUng  on  this  question  by  saying  "  Two  noes," 
which  brought  from  the  Chairman  the  sharp 
reprimand  "  Behave  yourself." 

Special  Meeting. 

The  Chairman  said  it  would  be  a  mistake  to 
wait  for  a  month  to  give  effect  to  these  decisions. 
It  therefore  involved  summoning  a  Special  Meeting 
of  the  Council  for  that  day  week.  He  asked  any 
member  of  the  Council  desiring  to  nominate 
members  on  to  the  Committees  to  send  in  names 
to  the  Registrar  three  days  before  the  meeting. 

The  Meeting  then  terminated. 


Meeting  Cancelled. 

According  to  the  Act  no  Rule  comes  into  force 
until  approved  and  signed  by  the  Minister  of 
Health.  Are  we  to  understand  that  Sir  Alfred 
Mond  gave  his  consent  to  these  new  Rules  before 
they  were  passed  by  the  Council  ? 

We  understand  that  the  Special  Meeting  sum- 
moned for  the  24th  instant  will  not  take  place. 


WHAT  IS  POSSIBLE  UNDER  THE  NEW 
RULES  AND  INSTRUCTION. 

Dr.    Goodall's    Rule. 

1.  Enables  members  of  the  College  of  Nursing 
Ltd.,  by  preferential  treatment  not  provided  for 
in  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act,  to  be  placed  on 
the  State  Register  without  presenting  professional 
credentials  direct  to  the  Council,  and  thus 
exonerates  the  College  Council  from  responsibihty 
for  having  given  the  unjustifiable  pledge  to 
nurses  that  if  they  paid  a  guinea  to  join  the 
College,  and  were  placed  on  the  Company's 
Register,  they  would  automatically  be  placed 
on  the  State  Register. 

Miss  Cox-Davies'   Instruction  to  the  Regis- 
tration Committee. 

2.  Enables  the  Registrar  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  to  deal  with  such  applications 
without  any  scrutiny  from  members  of  the  Council 
responsible  to  Parliament  for  compiling  the  State 
Register,  and  who  strongly  object  to  this  preferen- 
tial treatment  for  any  body  of  nurses  who  might 
Swamp  the  electorate  for  the  Council. 

Miss    Coulton's    Rule. 

3.  Enables  the  majority  on  the  General  Nursing 
Council  to  deprive  the  minority  who  are  opposed, 
to  its  pohcy ;  of  office  by  summarily  removing  them 
from  office  on  the  Standing  Committees. 

Cum  Orano  Salis. 

Miss  Coulton  gave  as  her  reason  for  proposing 
to  alter  the  Rules  agreed  to  by  the  Minister  of 
Health,  and  Parliament  three  months  ago — so  that 
all  the  Standing  Committees  might  be  re-elected 
only    ten    months     before    they    must     dissolve 


that  "  Some  members  had  never  had  a  chance  of 
serving  upon  any  of  them."  Below  we  reprint  the 
composition  of  the  Standing  Committees  as  at 
present  constituted,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  only  members  who  are  not  serving  on  them  are 
Lady  Hobhouse,  who  lives  near  Bath,  Dr.  Bostock 
Hill,  and  Miss  E.  Smith,  Superintendent  for 
Wales,  Q.V.J. I.,  who  is  resident  at  Chester. 
We  can  hardly  imagine  it  to  be  necessary  to  alter 
the  Rules  to  find  seats  for  these  three  members 
of  the  Council  even  if  they  are  burning  to  serve, 
which  is  not  apparent  from  their  attendances 
at  the  Council  Meetings  during  the  past  year. 
Moreover,  as  Miss  Coulton  herself  failed  to  attend 
the  Council  Meetings,  or  the  Standing  Committees, 
from  July,  1 921,  to  February,  1922,  her  aspirations 
for  others  might  in  this  connection  have  been 
otherwise  accomplished.  We  say  nothing  of  the 
enormous  expense  to  the  Registered  Nurses  in 
being  called  upon  to  pay  first  class  fares  and 
allowances  for  members  from  a  distance  to  attend 
Standing  Committees,  as  well  as  Council  Meetings. 
Under  the  circumstances  we  fear  Miss  Coulton's 
reason  for  the  disruption  of  business  must  be 
taken  cum  grano  salis  ! 

Members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  and 
the  Standing  Committees  upon  which  they 
have  5eats. 

Chairman  (Sir  Wilmot    Heringham)  :    Ex -officio  on 

all  Committees. 
Lady  Hobhouse  :    None. 
The  Hon.  Mrs.  Eustace  Hills  :     Disciplinary  and 

Penal  Cases. 
Miss  Steele,  M.A.  :     Education  and  Examination. 
The  Rev.  G.  B.  Cronshaw  :     Finance ;     Disciplinary 

and  Penal. 
Dr.  E.  W.  Goodall  :    Registration  ;    Education  and 

Examination. 
Dr.  a.  Bostock  Hill  :    None. 
Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  :    Mental  Nursing  ;     Education 

and  Examination. 
Sir  T.  Jenner  Verrall,  M.D.  :  Finance  ;  Disciplinary 

and  Penal. 
Miss  A.  Cattell  :    Disciplinary  and  Penal. 
Mr.  T.  Christian  :    Registration  ;    Finance  ;    Mental ; 

Disciplinary  and  Penal. 
Miss  A.  Coulton  :    Registration  ;   General  Purposes. 
Miss   Cox-Davies  :     Finance  ;    Registration  ;     Mental 

Nursing  ;    Education  and  Examination  ;    General 

Purposes. 
Miss  A.  Dowbiggin  :    Registration  ;    Mental  Nursing  ; 

Education  and  Examination. 
Mrs.   Bedford  Fenwick  :     Finance  ;      Registration  ; 

Education  and  Examination  ;     General  Purposes. 
Miss  Lloyd  Still  :  Finance  ;  Education  and  Examina- 
tion. 
Miss  Maude  MacCallum  :  Finance  ;  Mental  Nursing ; 

Disciplinary  and  Penal ;     General  Purposes. 
Miss  I.  Macdonald  :    Registration  ;    Disciplinary  and 

Penal. 
Miss  A.    M.  Peterkin  :     Registration  ;      Disciplinary 

and  Penal ;   Education  and  Examination. 
Miss  E.  Smith  :    None. 

Miss  M.  E.  Sparshott  :    Education  and  Examination. 
Miss  E.  C.  Swiss  :  Education  and  Examination. 
Miss  S.  A.  Villiers  :  Finance  ;  Education  and  Exami- 
nation ;     General  Purposes. 
Miss  C.  Worsley  :     Education  and  Examination. 
Miss  Seymour  Yapp  :   Mental  Nursing. 
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PRESS  OPINIONS  ON  THE  G.N.C. 

From  the  Poor  Law  Officers'  Journal. 

THE     GENERAL    NURSING     COUNCIL: 

EXPLANATIONS    WANTED. 

Like  the  mechanical  stage  animal  that  has 
ignominiously  collapsed,  the  Mursing  Council  has 
been  hoisted  to  its  feet  once  more  and  has  re- 
started its  laborious  progression.  Mr.  Priestley 
has  allowed  his  resignation  to  stand,  but  the  sixteen 
or  seventeen  stalwarts  who  followed  him  out  have 
re-considered  their  position  and  are  back  again. 
Thus  the  Council  is  the  same  old  Council  and  the 
quorum  is  no  longer  (for  a  time  at  least)  in  danger. 
There  is  a  new  Chairman,  in  the  person  of  Sir 
Wilmot  Herringham.  What  we  do  not  understand 
is  the  cause  of  the  breakdown.  What  we  do 
understand  is  that  the  die-hards  who  resigned  have 
let  down  Mr.  Priestley  very  badly.  The  Ministry 
of  Health  has  issued  a  statement  denying  several 
suggested  explanations  of  the  stoppage,  but  fails 
to  volunteer  the  true  explanation.  Why  should  this 
hole-and-corner  method  be  adopted  in  dealing  with 
the  affairs  of  a  public  statutory  body  that  has  been 
entrusted  with  certain  specific  duties  of  a  most 
important  character  affecting  the  well-being  of  a 
whole  profession  consisting  of  many  thousands  of 
persons  and  in  a  wider  sense  affecting  the  public 
generally  ?  Whatever  the  reason,  however,  it  is 
clear  that  Mr.  Priestley  thinks  it  has  not  been 
removed,  otherwise  he  would  have  come  back  in 
response  to  the  Minister's  invitation.  Although 
the  reason,  therefore,  clearly  remains,  the  other 
members  have  swallowed  their  objections  to  it. 
How  long  it  will  be  until  the  "  reason  "  reasserts 
its  presence  we  cannot  say,  but  it  is  clear  that  those 
who  predict  blue  skies  for  this  epoch-making  body 
are  hving  in  a  fool's  paradise.  The  cause  that  led 
to  Mr.  Priestley's  resignation  will  undoubtedly  re- 
appear before  long,  and  there  must  be  a  recru- 
descence of  the  trouble  which  has  paralysed  the 
Council's  activities  for  several  weeks.  We  feel 
very  strongly  about  the  failure  to  issue  a  public 
statement  as  to  the  causes  which,  for  several  weeks, 
put  this  pubUc  statutory  body  out  of  commission. 
An  explanation  is  due  to  the  public  and,  not  least, 
to  the  nurses  who  subscribed  or  are  about  to 
subscribe .  What  guarantee  is  there  that  the  trouble 
will  not  recur  ?  The  late  Chairman  apparently  is 
not  quite  satisfied.  He  has  declined  to  return  to 
the  scene  of  his  former  labours  and  the  restless 
spirits  who  went  out  with  him  and  then  changed 
their  minds  are  now,  it  appears,  meekly  accepting 
from  the  new  Chairman  advice  on  the  conduct 
of  public  business  that  might  be  retailed  to  a 
school  debating  society. 

The  Ladies'  Committee  of  the  Nurses'  Memorial 
to  King  Edward  announce  that  Hazelwood  House, 
Glasgow,  will  be  ready  for  occupation  this  summer 
as  a  Home  for  retired  nurses.  The  Committee 
wishes  it  made  known  to  nurses  in  Glasgow  and 
the  West  of  Scotland  that  terms  of  admission  are 
now  available  from  16-18,  Sardinia  Terrace,  Glas- 
gow. 


GENERAL   NURSING  COUNCIL  FOR 
SCOTLAND. 


Meeting,  13,  Melville  Street,  Edinburgh. 
February  15,   1922. 

The  Registrar  submitted  a  letter  from  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales, 
submitting  Draft  Rules  which  they  propose  to 
make  in  re:ard  to  Existing  and  Intermediate 
Nurses  trained  partly  in  a  hospital  for  men  only, 
and  partly  in  a  hospital  for  women  only.  The 
Registrar  was  instructed  to  reply  that  the  Council 
had  no  objection  to  offer  to  these  Rules. 

The  Registrar  submitted  letters  from  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales 
dated  6th  and  13th  inst.,  the  first  transmitting 
a  copy  of  the  Rule  made  by  the  Enghsh  Council  in 
regard  to  re-registration  of  Nurses  already  regis- 
tered in  Scotland,  and  the  second  asking  for  a 
copy  of  any  similar  Rule  drawn  up  by  the  Council 
in  regard  to  re-registration  in  Scotland  of  nurses 
already  registered  in  England.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  under  the  Rule  made  by  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales,  a  Nurse 
already  registered  in  one  country  would  require, 
on  going  to  the  other  country,  to  produce  original 
certificates  and  give  references  as  to  character  &c,, 
exactly  as  if  these  had  not  been  already  obtained 
by  the  Council  in  the  first  country  where  she 
registered.  Looking  to  the  fact  that  nurses,  in 
the  course  of  their  employment  very  frequently 
went  from  one  part  of  the  kingdom  to  another, 
the  Council  feel  that  this  Rule  would  be  a  great 
hardship.  After  discussion,  the  Registrar  was 
instructed  to  reply  to  the  Enghsh  Council  that, 
as  already  stated  to  them,  the  Council  feel  very 
strongly  that  for  the  benefit  of  the  nurses,  re- 
registration  should  be  made  as  simple  as  possible, 
and  suggesting  that  the  Rule  should  be  altered 
to  the  effect  of  providing  for  the  re-registration 
of  a  nurse  already  registered  in  the  other  country 
on  a  Certificate  by  the  Registrar  of  the  Council 
for  that  country  that  such  nurse  was  already 
on  their  register.  The  Registrar  was  instructed 
to  add  that  until  this  matter  was  adjusted,  the 
Council  had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  frame 
any  Rule  in  regard  to  re-registration  of  English 
Nurses,  but  that,  provided  the  matter  was  dealt 
with  reciprocally,  the  Council  were  prepared 
to  pass  a  Rule  providing  for  re-registration  without 
the  necessity  of  Applicants  again  producing 
original  Certificates  &c. 

Two  hundred  applications  for  registration  which 
had  been  scrutinised  by  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee, were  passed  by  the  Council,  and  it  was 
reported  that  the  appHcations  received  now 
amounted  to  over  1,000. 

The  Report  of  the  Education  and  Examination 
Committee  was  submitted  by  Colonel  Mackintosh, 
who  moved  in  terms  thereof  that  a  future  Nurse 
with  not  less  than  three  years'  training  in  a 
General  Hospital  approved  by  the  Council  should 
be  eligible  (after  passing  the  Council's  Examination) 
for    the    General    Register,    and    that    Hospitals 
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which  had  not  faciUties  for  giving  a  complete 
General  Training  might  arrange  a  scheme  of  com- 
bined training,  and  submit  same  to  the  Council 
for  their  approval.  The  recommendation  was 
unanimously  approved,  and  the  Registrar  was 
instructed  to  intimate  through  the  Press  that  it 
should  be  clearly  understood  by  Hospital  Authori- 
ties that  the  Council  do  not  have  any  powers  to 
interfere  with  the  existing  arrangements  in  any 
Hospital,  or  any  powers  ov;r  the  class  of  nurses 
to  be  admitted  to  a  Hospital  for  training,  it  being, 
therefore,  for  the  Hospitals  themselves  to  arrange 
a  scheme  of  combined  training  for  submission 
to  the  Council  on  the  lines  of  the  Syllabus 
already  issued. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


It  will  be  noted  that,  of  course,  the  Applications 
for  Registration  are  scrutinised  by  the  Registration 
Committee,  who  have  not  as  the  English  Council 
proposes  to  do,  deprived  themselves  of  responsi- 
bihty  to  the  profession  and  the  public  in  this 
connection. 


NURSES*  MISSIONARY  LEAGUE. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Glasgow  Royal 
Infirmary  Branch  of  the  Nurses'  Missionary  League 
was  held  on  the  17th  inst.  at  the  Infirmary. 
After  a  short  business  meeting,  at  which  the 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected,  viz.,  Miss 
Steuart  Donaldson,  President,  Sister  Craig,  Vice- 
President,  Nurse  Murdoch,  Secretary,  Nurse 
McDougall,  Assistant  Secretary — a  devotional 
meeting  followed.  The  beautiful  Infirmary  Chapel 
was  well  filled  with  a  representative  gathering  of 
Superintendents,  Sisters,  Nurses  and  Probationers, 
together  with  a  number  of  Nurses  from  the  Queen 
Victoria  Jubilee  Institute,  Yorkhill  Sick  Children's 
Hospital,  and  others.  After  an  introductory- 
address  by  Miss  Donaldson,  emphasising  the  need 
of  constant  renewal  of  the  Vision  of  the  Unseen 
to  counteract  the  deadening  effect  of  the  routine 
of  an  institution,  a  most  impressive  and  inspiring 
address  was  deUvered  by  Miss  Harrover,  of 
London,  on  "  The  World  as  Our  Mission  Field," 
and  the  part  that  every  nurse,  whether  at  home  or 
abroad,  could  take  in  the  spread  of  the  Kingdom. 
The  singing  of  the  two  hymns,  "  Thou  Whose 
Almighty  Word "  and  "  When  I  survey  the 
Wondrous  Cross,"  to  the  accompaniment  of  the 
chapel  organ,  played  by  Nurse  Marshall,  was  very 
devotional,  and  the  meeting  closed  with  prayer. 
Everyone  then  gathered  in  the  Board  Room  for 
refreshments,  and  a  very  pleasant  social  hour  was 
spent,  all  having  an  opportunity  of  meeting  Miss 
Harrover. 

A  stall  well  equipped  with  Uterature  relating  to 
N.M.L.  was  surrounded  by  groups  of  eager  Nurses, 
and  business  was  brisk.  Several  new  members 
joined. 

Such  meetings  are  not  only  a  source  of  pleasure 
and  profit  at  the  time;,  but  the  interest  they 
arouse  in  the  work  of  foreign  missions,  may  lead 
to  offers  of  service  in  the  Mission  Field,  where 
workers  are  so  badly  needed. 


MATRON. 

District  Hospital,  Chepstow. — Miss  Jessie  L.  Riley 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  St. 
Mary's  Hospital,  Paddington,  and  has  been  Matron 
of  the  Southwold  Cottage  Hospital,  and  did  war 
service  as  a  Sister  in  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial 
Military  Nursing  Service  Reserve,  at  the  King  George 
Military  Hospital,  London,  and  the  Royal  Victoria 
Hospital,  Netley.  At  present  she  holds  a  position  of 
responsibility  at  Loid  Mayor  Treloar's  Cripples' 
Hospital,  Alton. 

Croesnewydd  Hospital,  Wrexham, — Miss  Emily  Mor- 
gan has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at 
the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
and  has  been  Matron  of  the  Crewe  Borough  Hospital, 
Matron  of  the  Harrogate  Borough  and  Knaresborough 
Joint  Hospital,  and  Matron  of  the  Rosevale  Hospital, 
Dumfries. 

ASSISTANT     MATRON     AND     SISTER-TUTOR. 

North  Ormesby  Hospital,  Middlesbrough, — Miss  Phyllis 
Robson  has  been  appointed  Assistant-Matron  and 
Sister-Tutor.  She  was  trained  at  the  General  Infirm- 
ary, Stockport,  and  has  held  the  position  of  Sister- 
Tutor  at  the  Hope  Hospital,  Pendleton.  She  is  a 
certified  masseuse. 

HOUSEKEEPING     AND     HOME     SISTER. 

North  Ormesby  Hospital, Middlesbrough, — Miss  Mildred 
Freshney  has  been  appointed  Housekeeping  and  Home 
Sister.     She  was  trained  at  Guy's  Hospital  and  has 
been  Ward  Sister  at  the  Brompton  Hospital. 
SISTER. 

St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Manchester  (High  Street  Branch). 

—Miss  Gertrude  A.  Oakley  has  been  appointed  Sister. 
She  was  trained  attheWest  Sussex  Hospital, Chichester, 
where  she  subsequently  held  the  position  of  Sister. 

Kent  County  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  Maidstone. — Miss 
Mary  E.  Williams  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  the  West  Suffolk  General  Hospital,  Bury  St. 
Edmunds,  and  has  been  Staff  Nurse  at  the  West 
London  Hospital,  Hammersmith,  Night  Sister  at  the 
Seaford  Seaside  Hospital,  and  Sister  at  St.  Leonard's 
Hospital,  Shoreditch.  She  also  had  experience  of 
Military  Nursing  during  the  war. 

HEALTH     VISITOR. 

Bury  Corporation. — ^Miss  Agnes  HoUingworth  has 
been  appointed  Health  Visitor  under  the  Bury  Corpora- 
tion. She  was  trained  at  the  Rochdale  Union  Infirm- 
ary, and  has  been  Charge  Nurse  at  the  Union  Infirmary, 
Leigh.  She  has  had  experience  of  Welfare  Work  in 
connection  with  a  Welfare  Centre  at  Birmingham. 


QUEEN 


VICTORIA'S 
INSTITUTE. 


JUBILEE 


Transfers  and  Appointments. 

Miss  Elizabeth  McClymont  is  appointed  to  Reigate 
and  Redhill,  as  Senior  Nurse ;  Miss  Annie  Casey  is 
appointed  to  Hebburn  ;  Miss  Beatrice  M.  T.  Clarke 
is  appointed  to  Tunbridge  Wells  ;  Miss  Dorothy  Dowle, 
to  Bedford ;  Miss  Muriel  Fawcett,  to  Manchester 
(Ardwick)  ;  Miss  Jeannette  D.  Kimpsford,  to  West 
Riding  Training  Home,  as  Training  Midwife ;  Miss 
Annie  McGeoghegan,  to  Keynsham  and  Saltford  ;  Miss 
Ellen  McLellan,  to  Paddington  ;  Miss  Harriet  S.  Nixon, 
to  Marple  Bridge  ;  Miss  Annie  S.  Oldfield,  to  New- 
castle-under-Lyme  ;  Miss  Helen  Strudwick,  to  East 
London. 

WEDDING     BELLS. 

We  note  in  the  South  African  Record  the  announce- 
ment of  the  marriage  at  Johannesburg  of  Miss  A.  E, 
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Ellershaw,  President  of  the  South  African  Trained 
Nurses'  Association,  to  Mr.  G.  H.  CoUey,  of  Pretoria. 
Miss  B.  G.  Alexander,  R.R.C.,  Hon.  General  Secretary 
of  the  Association,  was  maid-of-honour,  and  Miss 
Ellershaw's  nurses  formed  a  guard  of  honour.  Every- 
thing was  charmingly  done,  and  the  reception  room  at 
the  house  of  a  friend  was  beautifully  decorated.  In 
the  centre  of  the  room  hung  a  wedding  bell  in  white 
flowers,  and  radiating  from  the  bell  were  ropes  of 
silver,  each  rope  ending  with  a  tiny  silver  bell.  Tlie 
bride's  table  was  decked  with  pink  and  white  roses. 
In  a  brief  address,  the  Rev.  Godfrey  Evans  referred  to 
the  splendid  work  that  Miss  Ellershaw  had  done  in  the 
town  and  along  the  Reef  for  the  poor,  especially  for 
women  and  children. 

THE    PASSING    BELL. 

The  sad  fate  of  Nurse  Isabella  Coutts,  who  dis- 
appeared from  Ruchill  Hospital,  Glasgow,  on  December 
loth,  was  determined  on  Saturday,  the  nth  inst,  by 
the  finding  of  her  body  in  the  River  Cart,  at  Inchinnan 
Bridge,  in  the  burgh  of  Renfrew.  About  noon  some 
workmen  at  the  bridge  noticed  the  body  floating  in 
the  Cart  on  the  rising  tide  from  the  Clyde.  The  Ren- 
frew police  recovered  the  body,  and  had  it  removed  to 
the  burgh  mortuary.  The  relatives  in  Dunfermline 
were  communicated  with,  and  the  poor  girl's  father 
journeyed  to  Renfrew,  where  he  identified  the  body 
as  that  of  his  daughter. 


THE  REGISTERED  NURSES'  PARLIA- 
MENTARY COUNCIL. 


GENERAL   WELFARE   OF   THE  BLIND. 


We  have  pleasure  in  giving  prominence  to  the 
appeal  of  Lord  Portman,  Vice-Patron ,  of  the 
Association  for  Promoting  the  General  Welfare  of 
the  Blind,  258,  Tottenham  Court  Road,  W.  i,  for 
financial  help  to  enable  them  to  open  larger 
premises,  and  employ  more  blind  workers.  No 
greater  kindness  can  be  done  the  blind  than  to 
teach  them  trades,  and  provide  them  with  regular 
employment,  and  the  means  of  self-support ;  but, 
as  bhnd  labour  is  a  little  more  expensive  than 
ordinary  labour,  it  has  to  be  subsidised  by  grants 
in  aid.  We  can  only  say  that  if  the  results  in  all 
branches  are  as  good  as  in  the  secretarial  depart- 
ment, it  is  well  worth  subsidising.  The  letter  we 
have  received,  written  from  her  own  shorthand 
notes  by  a  blind  typist,  would  be  a  credit  to  any 
sighted  expert,  and  is  much  more  perfect  than  the 
type-written  letters  we  usually  receive. 


THE  NURSING  AND  MIDWIFERY 
CONFERENCE  AND  EXHIBITION. 


Preparations  are  in  full  swing  for  the  Annual 
Conference  and  Exhibition,  wliich  will  be  held 
at  the  Horticultural  Hall,  on  April  4th,  5th,  6th 
and  7th.  We  hear  that  all  the  stalls  are  let 
already  so  that  the  Exhibition  will  if  possible 
be  more  interesting  than  before.  The  Conference 
vdll  be  held  on  the  evening  of  April  4th,  and  on 
the  afternoons  and  evenings  of  the  three  follovdng 
days.  Nurses  and  midwives  should  note  these 
dates  and  keep  them  free  as  far  as  possible. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Secretary,  22,  Great  Portland  Street,  London,  W.i 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Registered  Nurses'  ParUa- 
mentary  Council  held  in  London  on  Monday  last, 
the  following  Resolutions  were  unanimously 
agreed,  and  it  was  decided  to  hold  a  Public 
Meeting  on  March  loth — convened  by  the 
various  Nurses'  Organisations,  at  which  Coun- 
cillor Beatrice  Kent,  the  President,  will 
preside — to  Protest  against  the  conduct  of 
the  members  of  the  General  'Nursing  Council 
who  combined  to  paralyse  the  Council's  activi- 
ties for  ten  weeks,  by  failing  to  perform  their 
responsible  duties,  and  against  the  new  Rules  and 
Resolutions  carried  by  these  members  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Council  held  on  February  17th,  proposed  by 
Dr.  Goodall,  Miss  Cox-Davies  and  Miss  Coulton, 
which  deprive  the  members  of  the  Statutory 
Council  of  their  personal  responsibility  for  the 
conduct  of  business,  and  to  invite  the  Minister 
of  Health  to  dissolve  the  Council  at  an  early  date 
so  that  the  "  Registered  Nurses "  may  elect 
their  own  representatives. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

That  this  Meeting  of  the  Registered  Nurses'  Parlia- 
ment Council  enters  a  strong  protest : — 

Against. 

I. — The  determined  attempt  made  by  Hospital 
Matrons  and  other  members  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  to  deprive  Registered  Nurses  of  the  lecord 
of  their  Certificates  of  Proficiency  being  entered 
against  their  names  on  the  State  Register,  a  grave 
injustice  to  highly  trained  meinbers  of  the  nursing 
profession. 

Against. 

2.— The  conduct  of  the  majority  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  in  deliberately  neglecting  the  duties 
which  they  had  undertaken  to  perform,  by  concerting 
together  to  abstain  from  attendance  at  the  meetings 
of  the  Council  for  ten  weeks,  and  thus  paralysing  the 
very  important  national  work  entrusted  to  the  Council 
by  Parliament,  for  which  conduct,  upon  resuming 
their  duties,  these  members  have  given  neither  explana- 
nation  nor  apology  ;  this  Meeting  petitions  the  Minister 
01  Health  to  dissolve  the  Council  so  that  the  Registered 
Nurses  may  elect  their  own  representatives. 

Against. 

3. — -The  decision  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
to  rescind  the  Rule  providing  efficient  safeguards  in 
compiling  the  Register  of  Nurses,  and  to  register 
nurses  without  documentary  evidence  of  the  pro- 
fessional credentials  for  registration  being  submitted 
to  its  scrutiny.  It  considers  that  a  State  Register 
compiled  in  so  casual  a  manner  would  be  useless  to  the 
Medical  Profession  and  the  Public,  and  dangerous 
to  the  Nursing  Profession. 

Moreover  this  Meeting  takes  strong  exception  to 
the  Registrar  having  been  empowered  by  the  Council 
to  decide  whether  or  not  the  credentials  of  nurses 
applying  for  registration  shall  be  placed  before  the 
Registration  Committee,  and  to  the  members  of  that 
Committee  being  compelled  to  recommend  to  the 
Council  persons  approved  by  the  Registrar — whose 
applications  and  credentials  they  have  not  been, 
permitted  to  inspect. 
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""^'OZOZO  ""' 

Gives    a     rosy    glow    to 
pale     cheeks 

A  delightful  toilet  preparation  of 
distinction  and  refinement.  Possesses 
the  virtues  of  "'Hazeline'  Snow," 
and  at  the  same  time  gives  an 
exquisite  natural  colour  to  the  cheeks. 
A  single  trial  will  convince  you  of 
its    worth. 

"^    Burroughs     Wellcome     & 
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In  glass  pots,  of  all  Chemists 
Co.,        LONDON 
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INGRAMS        BRITISH        MADE 


"ECLIPSE"     HOT    WATER     BOTTLE 


No  home  complete  without  an   Eclips*  Hot  Water   Bottle. 
Manufactured  by  Ingram's,  London.     Established  in  1847. 


Made  of  the  finest  quality 
rubber  and  fitted  with  two 
important  patents. 

The  Patent  Rubber  Covered 
Screw  Stopper  (No.  107940) 
which  effectually  seals  the 
bottle  and  prevents  loss  of 
washer. 

The  Patent  Constructed  Neck 
(No.  1 18022)  which  eliminates 
all   risk    of  "leaky  necks." 

The  '•  Eclipse  can  be  pur- 
chased from  any  High-class 
Chemist  or  Stores.  When 
orderingf,  please  see  that  it  is 
Branded  with  the  Registered 
Trade  Mark,  Ingram's 
"  Eclipse."' 

J.G.INGRAM  &SON,Ltd. 

THE    LONDON    INDIA 
RUBBER  WORKS, 

HACKNEY  WICK, 


E.9. 
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Against. 

4. — Rescinding  the  Rule  agreed  to  by  Parliament 
only  three  months  ago,  which  provided  that  the 
Standing  Committees  of  the  Council  should  continue 
in  existence  till  the  present  Council  is  dissolved  in 
December  next,  and  providing  instead  that  these 
Committees  be  at  once  changed,  with  the  evident 
intention  of  excluding  from  these  Committees  those 
members  who  have  criticised  and  opposed  proposals 
which  would  be  most  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  Nursing  Profession. 

We  are  pleased  to  find  that  there  appears  so 
much  eagerness  to  join  the  Registered  Nurses'  Par- 
hamentary  Council,  as  it  proves  that  nurses  vnth 
a  sense  of  responsibility  feel  how  necessary  it  is 
to  have  an  organised  voice  in  the  Lobby.  Nursing 
is  not  the  special  interest  of  any  one  Party,  as  the 
health  of  the  nation  is  a  paramount  duty  of  all. 
Thus  through  the  R.N.P.C.  we  must  bring  our 
considered  opinions  to  the  notice  of  all  Parties  in 
the  House,  as  we  did  during  the  State  Registration 
campaign. 


THE    PROFESSIONAL    UNION    OF 
TRAINED    NURSES. 

The  Professional  Union  of  Trained  Nurses  have 
made  arrangements  for  Insurance  Policies  for 
Members  at  special  terms — Fire,  Life,  Burglary, 
Sickness,    &c. 

Any  member  wishing  to  insure,  please  apply  to 
the  Hon.  Secretary,  17,  Evelyn  House,  62,  Oxford 
vStreet,    W.  i. 
To  THE  Members  of  Glasgow^  and  District 

Branch. 
Will  any  member  who  has  not  received  a  Concert 
Voucher  for   1922,   please  return  that   for   1921, 
when  one  will  be  sent. 

Maude  MacCallum, 

Hon.  Secretary. 

OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 


Everything  is  now  arranged  for  the  wedding  of 
Princess  Mary  and  Viscount  Lascelles  on  the  28th 
inst.,  and  given  a  fine  day  it  will  be  a  very  fine 
sight  indeed.  Thousands  of  people  will  flock  to 
London  for  the  day,  and  all  concerned  will  no 
doubt  be  in  holiday  mood.  The  wonderful 
popularity  of  the  Royal  Family  receives  emphasis 
in  the  universal  expressions  of  kindly  feeling 
towards  the  Royal  Bride  and  her  future  husband, 
who  are  to  have  a  lovely  honeymoon  at  the  Villa 
Medici,  at  Florence. 


Princess  Mary,  who  was  accompanied  by  Lord 
Lascelles,  received  in  the  Throne  Room  at  Buck- 
ingham Palace,  on  Monday,  a  number  of  deputa- 
tions which  presented  congratulations  and  wedding 
gifts.     She  replied  separately  to  each  deputation. 

Amongst  these  deputations  the  Hon.  Sir  Arthur 
Stanley  introduced  one  representing  trained 
nurses  and  nurses  in  training,  on  whose  behalf  a 


gold  mounted  tortoiseshell  writing  set  was  handed 
to  the  Princess  by  Miss  M.  C.  Tisdale,  R.R.C., 
Matron  of  the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Great 
Ormond  Street,  where  Princess  Mary  worked 
as  a  V.A.D.  Princess  Mary  replied  : — "  I  am 
especially  pleased  at  receiving  the  gift  from  the 
hands  of  the  Matron  of  the  Great  Ormond  Street 
Hospital  for  Children,  in  which  I  was  privileged 
to  share  in  the  work  of  the  nurses,  and  in  which 
I  learned  to  appreciate  the  wonderful  service 
that  they  render  to  the  community." 


COMING     EVENTS. 

February  24th  and  25th. — ^The  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute.  Sessional  Meeting.  Discussion  on 
"  The  Limitations  of  Bacteriology  in  connection 
with  Pubhc  Health  Work  "  and  "  Hospital  Man- 
agement and  Treatment  of  Infectious  Diseases." 
Town  Hall,  Leeds.     7  p.m. 

February  ^.^th. — The  Matrons'  Council  Annual 
Meeting.  London  Temperance  Hospital,  Hamp- 
stead  Road,  N.W.     3  p.m. 

March  xoth. — Registered  Nurses'  Parliamentary 
Council ;  Pubhc  Meeting  to  enter  Protests  (i) 
against  the  conduct  of  the  members  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  who,  by  absenting  themselves 
from  the  performance  of  their  public  duties  for 
ten  weeks,  paralysed  the  business  of  the  Council 
to  the  injury  and  discredit  of  the  Nursing  pro- 
fession ;  and  (2)  to  object  to  the  new  Rules  and 
Resolution  carried  by  these  members  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Council  on  February  17th  last,  and  to  invite 
tlie  Minister  of  Health  to  dissolve  the  Council, 
so  that  the  Registered  Nurses  may  elect  their 
own  representatives.  Chair,  Councillor  Beatrice 
Kent,  President.  11,  Chandos  Street,  Cavendish 
Square,  W.     7  p.m. 

March  4th. — ^Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  :  Temperance 
Hospital  Nurses'  League  Dramatic  Entertainment. 
8.15  p.m. 

March  nth. — R.B.N.A.  Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate, 
S.W.  :  Paper  by  Miss  A.  E.  Macdonald,  on  "  Men- 
tal Nursing  along  the  Lines  of  Suggestion  and 
Constructive  Thought."     3   p.m. 


A    WORD    FOR    THE    WEEK. 

"  The  greatest  need  in  the  suffering  world 
to-day  is  for  young  women  of  good  breeding,  of 
good  education,  and  of  fixed  principles  of  righteous- 
ness, which,  when  added  to  good  training,  will 
make  an  army  that  will  be  invincible  before 
selfishness,  negUgence,  and  profiteering.  Let  the 
hospitals  give  them  what  they  seek.  Let  the 
community  give  them  a  place  in  it.  Let  them  be 
honoured,  let  them  be  crowned  with  honour, 
and  the  dearth  of  them  will  disappear." — Mary  M. 
Riddle,  R.N.  {American  Journal  of  Nursing). 

"  Blessed  is  he  who  has  found  his  work  ;  let 
him  ask  no  other  blessedness." — Carlyle. 

"  Gold  that  buys  health  can  never  be  ill-spent." 
— John  Webster. 


February  25,  1922      ^|)c  BtittM)  Soucwal  ot  Burstno^ 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Whilst  cordially   inviting  communications  upon 

■    all  subjects  for   these   columns,    we   vuish  it  to   he 

distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 

hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 

by  our  correspondents. 

THE   REPRISAL   RESOLUTIONS   CARRIED. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — ^I  have  read  in  this  week's 
British  Journal  of  Nursing  the  Notices  of 
Motions  to  be  brought  before  the  General  Nursing 
Council  at  its  next  meeting,  and  I  most  sincerely 
hope  that  the  members  of  the  Council  will  turn 
down  all  three.  The  first  because  we  Registered 
Nurses  wish  our  Register  to  be  as  trustworthy  as 
it  is  humanly  possible  to  be. 

Therefore,  though  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
barrister,  or  solicitor  could  testify  to  the  accuracy 
of  certificates  presented  for  their  inspection,  they 
would  have  no  means  of  knowing  if  they  were 
the  property  of  the  persons  presenting  them ; 
they  might  be  stolen,  or  forgeries,  or  belonging  to 
deceased  nurses. 

Surely  only  the  signature  of  the  Matron  or 
Secretary  of  the  hospital  in  which  a  nurse  is 
trained  should  be  accepted,  as  they  alone  know 
the  nurse  and  her  training.  And,  further,  to 
placate  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  certainly 
nurses  should  not  be  placed  upon  the  Register 
simply  because  they  belong  to  a  Society  of  Nurses. 
Every  nurse's  certificate  and  testimonials  should 
be  judged  on  their  merits.    ^  -. 

Also,  may  I  point  out  in  regard  to  the  second 
motion  that  it  seems  to  me  a  most  extraordinary 
thing  to  wish  to  change  all  Committees  only  a  few 
months  before  the  Council  goes  out  of  of&ce,  just 
when  they  are  all  an  fait  with  the  work. 

In  regard  to  the  third  motion,  I  for  one  think 
it  most  essential  that  all  certificates,  &c.,  should 
«  be  examined  by  members  of  the  Registration 
Committee,  or  the  Council,  who  were  appointed 
by  Parliament  to  do  it,  and  not  left  to  the  sole 
discretion  of  the  Registrar.  Surely  it  is  not  the 
duty  of  the  Registrar  to  decide  who  is  to  be 
Registered,  but  to  prepare  the  documentary 
evidence  for  the  duly  appointed  members  of  the 
Council  to  consider. 

If  this  motion  is  passed  an  ofi&cial  of  the  Council 
becomes   almost   a   dictator,    and   we   Registered 
Nurses  are  not  going  to  submit  to  her  authority. 
Apologising  for  the  length  of  my  letter. 
Believe  me,  dear  Madam, 
Yours  sincerely, 

Mary  Burr,  Registered  Nurse. 

EeLst  View,  Lydd,  Kent, 
February  loth,  1922. 

[This  letter  was  held  over  last  week  as  the 
Resolutions  had  not  been  considered  by  the 
Council.  Miss  Mary  Burr  will  learn  through  this 
week's  issue  of  the  Journal  that  all  the  "  Reprisal 
Resolutions  "  were  thrust  upon  us. — Ed.]. 


KERNELS    FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Professional  Spirit  Should  be  Encouraged. 
Registered  Nurse. — "  I  greatly  admire  our 
waiting-room  at  the  G.N.C.  office,  at  York  Gate, 
but  why  is  that  lovely  table  lumbered  up  with 
obsolete  old  Punches  and  other  out-of-date  papers  ? 
No  B.J.N. — our  Registration  organ  ;  no  American. 
Canadian,  AustraUan,  South  African,  or  New 
Zealand  Nursing  papers — all  of  which,  I  feel  sure, 
would  be  sent  if  asked  for,  so  that  we  '  Registered 
Nurses  '  of  the  world  might  keep  in  touch  with 
one  another.  The  professional  spirit  should  be 
encouraged  at  our  Headquarters  if  registration  is 
to  be  a  real  success." 

My  Little  Bit  of  Vanity. 

Social  Worker. — "  I,  too,  watched  the  march  of 
the  unemployed  last  week.  Felt  I  ought  not  to 
go  home  and  eat  a  good  supper,  and  was  thoroughly 
ashamed  of  my  nice  warm  fur  coat.  But,  of 
course,  if  we  bought  nothing  there  would  be  more 
unemployed.  It  is  the  contrast  on  every  hand 
between  enormous  wealth  and  abject  poverty 
that  must  be  wrong.  Then  there  is  a  niggardly 
spirit  amongst  the  well-to-do — ^they  always  seem 
to  think  what  they  term  the  '  lower  classes  '  have 
no  right  to  etijoy  life.  Why  ?  All  classes  of  people 
need  relaxation.  A  dear  creature  I  know,  who 
works  early  and  late  for  her  children,  appears  to 
deny  herself  everything  to  send  her  pretty  little 
daughter  to  school  charmingly  dressed  every  day, 
and  to  find  the  money  she  spends  on  pink  ribbon 
to  make  big  bows  to  tie  up  her  golden  curls.  '  My 
little  bit  of  vanity,'  she  repUed  when  I  ventured 
to  remonstrate ;  '  we  takes  our  pleasures  in  difierent 
ways,  and  my  pleasure  is  to  see  them  curls  and 
pink  ribbons  entwined.  I  don't  spend  nothing  in 
hats.'  So  you  see  I  was  unwise  in  my  surmises. 
I  grudged  a  poor  child  pink  ribbons,  and  the 
mother  the  pleasure  of  indulging  her  vanity,  so 
instead  of  giving  my  poor  friend  some  warm 
'  knickers  '  for  Polly  at  Christmas,  I  presented  her 
vnth  a  pair  of  white  silk  stockings  for  parties. 
Silly  !     Not  a  bit  of  it.     Real  joy  was  the  result." 

Sister  Amy  Strong. — "  I  thought  of  going  to 
Canada  to  get  into  the  wilds  so  as  to  have  room  to 
breathe  and  spread  myself.  We  are  getting  more 
cramped  and  narrow  here  every  day.  And  then 
I  read  Mrs.  deary's  charming  little  report  re 
'  Starting  a  Baby  Chnic  in  B.C.'  Seems  J  should 
run  into  '  Mrs.  Soldier's  Settlement  Board  '  first 
go  off.  I  feel  sure  the  work  is  excellent  and  most 
kindly  meant  and  helpful,  but  if  Mrs.  Cleary  could 
tell  us  of  some  outlying  place — perhaps  in  the 
Yukon  or  away  up  Hudson  Bay  way — where  a 
nurse  could  make  a  living  on  her  own  without 
interference,  I  might  be  tempted  to  make  a  try. 
I  don't  care  if  I  come  a  cropper,  if  I  may  guide 
my  own  steed." 

»» 

OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

March  4th. — Describe  the  structures  and  func- 
tions of  the  nose,  and  what  you  know  of  epistaxis, 

March  iiM.— Describe  the  Spinal  column,  and 
the  treatment  of  Fractured  Spine. 
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THe   Midwife. 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES  BOARD  FOR 
IRELAND. 


The  sixth  examination  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  for  Ireland  was  held  simultaneously  in 
DubUn,  Belfast  and  Cork,  on  February  7th  and 
8th,  1922.  Eighty-six  candidates  entered,  of 
whom  two  did  not  attend,  and  71  passed  satis- 
factorily. The  following  doctors  acted  as  examiners 
— Reginald  J.  White,  J.  Gilmor,  Gerald  Tierney, 
Thomas  Neill,  T.  S.  Holmes,  H.  J.  O'Prey,  Walter 
Rahilly,    and   Lucy   Smith. 

The  successful  candidates  received  their  training 
as  follows  :  Dublin  Centre — Rotunda  Hospital,  17  ; 
Coombe  Hospital,  6  ;  National  Maternity  Hospital, 
19  ;  and  Portsniouth  Municipal  Maternity  Hos- 
pital, I.  Belfast  Centre — Incorporated  Maternity 
Hospital,  8 ;  Belfast  Workhouse  Infirmary,  4 ; 
Malone  Place  Refuge,  2  ;  and  Lurgan  Work- 
house, I.  Cork  Centre — ^Cork  Maternity  Hos- 
pital, 7  ;  Cork  Lying-in  Hospital,  3  ;  and  Limerick 
Lying-in  Hospital,  3. 

Examination  Paper. 

The  following  are  the  questions  set  in  the  exami- 
nation of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Ireland, 
on  February  7th  :— 

1.  What  daily  observation  should  a  nurse  make 
on  visiting  a  lying-in  woman  ? 

2.  What  conditions  of  the  mother  after  delivery 
would  lead  you  to  send  for  a  doctor  ?  Explain 
briefly  why  you  consider  such  conditions  dangerous. 

3.  Describe  your  treatment  of  a  case  of  prolapsed 
cord. 

4.  What  are  the  constituents  of  human  milk  ? 
How  does  the  milk  of  a  cow  differ  from  human 
milk  ?  Write  out  a  cow's  milk  mixture  for  an 
infant — {a)  one  week  old  ;  (fe)  one  month  old  ; 
(c)  three  months  old. 

5.  What  are  the  regulations  of  the  Central 
Midwives'  Board  regarding — (a)  Notifications  of 
deaths ;    (b)  Notifications  of  stillbirths. 

6.  Briefly  explain  the  meaning  of  the  following 
terms  :  {a)  Puerperal  Eclampsia ;  {b)  Icteru. 
Neonatorum  ;  (c)  Saprsemia  ;  {d)  Local  Super- 
vising Authority. 

■     •• 

TREATMENT  OF  EXPECTANT  MOTHERS 

Mr.  Rhys  Davies  asked  the  Minister  of  Health 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  February  9th, 
whether  he  had  received  protests  from  pubUc  and 
other  bodies  against  the  action  of  his  department 
relative  to  the  curtailment  of  assistance  to  local 
authorities  in  the  treatment  of  expectant  mothers 
and  children  ;  and  whether  he  was  prepared  in 
view  of  those  protests,  to  adopt  a  more  generous 
attitude  on  the  subject. — Sir  A.  Mond  replied  : 
Yes,  sir.     I  have  received  protests  against  a  reduc- 


tion of  grant  on  maternity  and  child  welfare  ser- 
vices. I  hope  that  it  will  be  found  possible  to  con- 
tinue the  Exchequer  assistance  to  local  authorities 
so  as  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  their  maternity 
and  child  welfare  services  unimpaired. 


THE    LATTER   BABY. 

Miss  Serena  D.  Alexander,  R.N.,  Asherville  N.C., 
U.S.A.,  writing  in  the  American  Journal  of  Nursing 
on  "  Emergency  Experiences  of  a  Private  Duty 
Nurse,"  says  : — 

"  I  was  sta5dng  with  the  doctor's  wife  once,  while 
he  was  away  for  a  few  days,  when  a  message  came 
that  the  Latter  baby  was  '  mighty  nigh  dead,  was 
black  in  the  face,  and  'bout  to  have  spazums.'  I 
hastened  to  the  Latter  cabin.  It  had  two  rooms, 
about  12  by  14.  I  entered  the  one  where  the  baby 
lay  in  a  cradle.  The  door  and  wooden  shutters 
were  closed.  There  was  a  trash  burner  stove  in 
the  room,  re4  hot,  and  no  water  on  it.  In  the 
room  were  the  father,  mother,  little  brother, 
grandmother,  two  neighbours,  a  dog,  and  two  cats. 
The  baby  was  not  black  in  the  face  ;  in  fact,  it  was 
very  wMte  and  was  sleeping  heavily.  Its  pulse 
was  pretty  good,  though  rapid,  and  I  could  detect 
no  symptoms  of  '  spazums.'  They  repeated  the 
statement  that  it  had  been  black  in  the  face  and 
about  to  have  spasms.  I  asked  what  the  doctor 
had  said  was  the  matter  with  it.  They  repUed, 
'  pneumonia  fever.'  I  asked  if  it  had  seemed  to 
have  very  high  fever  when  it  had  its  spell.  They 
said  no,  that  the  doctor  had  said  it  was  not  likely 
to  have  much  fever  with  pneumonia.  After  this 
statement  I  despaired  of  getting  any  accurate 
information  from  them  and  proceeded  to  make 
my  own  diagnosis.  I  decided  that  the  child  must 
have  come  near  stranghng  from  the  accumulation 
of  mucus,  and  lying  on  its  back  with  no  change  of 
position  all  night.  I  opened  the  window,  ran  the 
cats  and  dog  out,  and  told  the  neighbours  that 
pneumonia  was  '  catchin','  which  was  a  delicate 
way  of  running  them  out.  I  prescribed  a  dose  of 
castor  oil  and  told  them  to  turn  the  baby  every 
half  hour.  When  the  doctor  saw  the  baby  the 
next  afternoon,  he  said  it  had  '  turned  the  corner  ' 
and  was  doing  nicely. 

"  These  are  some  of  the  experiences  met  with 
in  country  practice  as  I  have  found  it.  After  my 
description,  need  I  ask  that  you  do  not  all  rush  into 
this  kind  of  work  at  once  and  crowd  me  from  the 
field  ?  " 

In  connection  with  Bursaries  for  Midwifery 
Training,  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Central 
Council  for  District  Nursing  in  London  report 
that  ten  candidates  in  all  have  been  trained  since 
the  Grant  was  first  made  by  the  Trustees  of  the 
London  Parochial  Charities.  In  respect  of  three 
of  these  candidates  a  grant  was  made  by  the  Board 
of  Education. 


THE 


ndiuiu^iimio 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

THE  mmsmc  recobd 

EDITED  DY  MRS.  BEDFORD  FENWICK,  REGISTERED  NURSE. 


No.  1,770. 


SATURDAY,    MARCH  4,    1922. 


Vol.  LXVIII 


EDITORIAL. 


THE     ROYAL     WEDDING. 

The  Royal  Wedding-  on  Tuesday  last  was  a 
ceremony  which  pecul'iarly  appealed  to  the 
British  people,  and,  under  the  surface,  for 
those  who  had  eyes  to  see,  presag'ed  not  only 
happiness  to  the  bride  and  brideg^room,  but 
held  a  message  of  hope  for  the  Empire.  With 
stately  ceremonial,  as  befitted!  the  weddings  of 
the  only  daug^hter  of  a  monarch  who  holds  sway 
over  an  Empire  upon  which  the  sun  never  sets, 
the  Princess  Mary  came  to  the  National  Shrine, 
there  to  pligfht  her  troth  to  the  man  of  her 
choice.  From  near  and  far  came  the  people  to 
greet  the!  bride  as  she  drove  with  the  King- 
to  the  Abbey,  winsome  and  modest,  acknow- 
ledg-ingf  repeatedly  the  cheers  of  the  crow  d  who 
from  midnigfbt  onwards  had  "  kept  the  pave- 
ment," that  they  mig-ht  store  in  their  memory, 
and  describe  to  their  children  and  their 
children's  children,  the  ceremonies  of  so  great 
an  occasion. 

But  the  spirit  which  inspired  the  gfreat  crowds 
was  not  primarily  one  of  curiosity,  or  a  legfiti- 
mate  desire  for  enjoyment.  Only  recently  the 
*  countr)^  has  emerged  from  the  shadow  of  a 
terriblb  war,  a  war  marked  by  such  suffering- 
and  such  harrowing-  detail  as  never  war  has 
caused  before.  Throug-hout  these  years  their 
Majesties,  the  King-  and  Queen,  set  an  example 
of  fortitude,  of  endurance,  of  self-denial. 
Where  possible  they  relieved  suffering,  where 
possible  they  solaced  the  sufferers ;  quietly  ana 
unostentatiously  they  went  in  and  out  amongst 
them,  and  the  hearts  of  monarchs  and  people 
were  knit  tog-ether  by  mutual  respect  and 
mutual  understanding^.  Therefore  the  people 
assembled  in  their  thousands,  and  hundreds  of 
thousands,  not  only  to  see  a  stirring-  spectacle, 
but,  remembering-  how  their  King  had  sorrowed 
with  their  sorrows,  to  rejoice  with  him  in  his 
joy— for  the  happy  marriage  of  a  dearlv  loved 
daug-hter  is  an  occasion  with  which  all,  from 
the  least  to  the  gfreatest,  can  sympathise. 


If  Tuesday's  procession  was  a  triumphal  one 
for  the  bride,  no  less  was  it  a  demonstration 
of  the  security  of  the  British  Throne  and  of  the 
Empire  it  represents,  because  the  monarch  who 
occupies  it  commands  no  mere  lip  alleg-ianoe, 
but  reigns  secure  in  the  affections  of  his  people. 

The  scene  outside  the  Abbey  was  one  of  g-reat 
beauty  and  interest.  The  skirl  of  the  pipes; 
the  khaki-clad  lads;  the  splendid  Guards, 
splendidly  mounted;  the  heads  of  the  police 
force  on  their  fine  horses,  speedily  made  it  one 
full  of  colour  and  charm.  Far  as  the  eye  could 
see,  beyond  the  space  kept  clear,  stretched  the 
crowds,  patient,  uncomplaining-,  packed  so 
closely  that  it  seemed  almost  the  limit  of  human 
endurance,  yet  content  to  have  it  so  for  the 
remote  chance  of  a  g-limpse  of  the  bride. 

The;  decorations,  beautifully  carried  out  by 
the  City  of  Westminster,  were  pylons  in  blue 
and  white  colouring-,  bearing-  sometimes  a  por- 
trait of  Princess  Mary,  sometimes  the  letter 
"  M  "  or  "  H,"  united  by  g-arlands  of  white 
roses,  festoons  of  flag's,  and,  at  intervals, 
banners  in  white  and  gfold,  bearing-  the  arms  of 
the  City  of  Westminster.  An  outburst  of 
cheering-,  and  the  strains  of  the  National 
Anthem,  heralded  the  arrival,  at  the  West  Door 
of  the  Abbey,  of  Queen  Alexandra;  her  pro- 
cession was  quickly  followed  by  that  of  the 
carriages  of  the  Queen  and  the  Royal  Princes  ; 
and  then  came  the  King-  and  his  daug-hter,  pre- 
ceded by  a  detachment  of  Life  Guards,  and 
cheered  to  the  echo  as.  they  passed  into  the 
Abbey,  where,  in  the  presence  of  a  notable  and 
illustrious  congfregfation,  in  which,  by  Royal 
Command,  representative  nurses  were  included, 
the  marriagfe  ceremony  took  place. 

No  life  can  be  "  roses  all  the  way,"  but  we 
know  that  this  professional  journal  voices  the 
aspirations  of  the  trained  nurses  of  the  Empire 
when,  in  their  name,  it  expresses  to  the  Princess 
Mary  the  hope  that  througfhout  her  life  she 
may  have  a  larg-e  share  of  the  roses  and  the 
sunshine  which  were  such  conspicuous  features 
of  her  wedding-  day. 
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OUR     PRIZE   COMPETITION. 

DESCRIBE  THE  STRUCTURES  AND  FUNCTIONS  OF 
THE  NOaE,  AND  WHAT  YOU  KNOW  OF  EFISTAXIS. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awardiing-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  E.  A.  Noblett,  London  Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital,  W.C.I. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Structure. — The  nose  consists  of  two  parts  : 
an  outer,  the  external  nose,  which  projects 
from  the  centre  of  the  face;  and  an  internal, 
the  nasal  cavity,  whichi  is  divided  by  a  septum 
into  the  rigfht  and  left  nasal  chambers. 

The  external  nose  is  pyramidal  in  form,  and 
its  upper  ang^l©  or  root  is  connected  directly 
with  the  forehead ;  its  free  angle  is  termed  the 
apex.  Its  base  is  perforated  by  two  elliptical 
orifices — the  nares — separated  from  each  other 
by  an  antero-posterior  septum — the  columna. 
The  lateral  surfaces  of  the  nose  form  by  their 
union  in  the  middle  line  the  dorsum  nasi ;  the 
upper  part  of  the  dorsum  is  supported  by  the 
nasal  bones  and  is  termed  the  bridg-e,  the 
lateral  surface  ends  below  in  a  rounded 
eminence^ — the  alae  nasi. 

The  framework  of  the  external  nose  is  com- 
posed of  bones  and  cartilagfes ;  it  is  covered  by 
the  integ-ument  and  lined  by  mucous  mem- 
brane. The  bony  framework  occupies  the 
upper  part  of  the  organ  ;  it  consists  of  the  nasal 
bones,  the  frontal  processes  of  the  maxillee, 
and  the  nasal  parts  of  the  frontal  bone.  The 
cartilaginous  framework  consists  of  five  large 
pieces,  viz.,  the  cartilage  of  the  septum,  the 
two  lateral'  and  the  two  greater  alar  cartilages, 
and  several  smaller  pieces — the  lesser  alar 
cartilages.  The  various  cartilages  are  con- 
nected to  each  other  by  a  tough  fibrous  mem- 
brane. 

The  nasal  cavities  are  situated  one  on  either 
side  of  the  median  plane.  They  open  in  front 
through  the  nares,  and  communicate  behind 
through  the  choanae  with  the  nasal  part  of  the 
pharynx.  The  nares  are  somewhat  pear- 
shaped  apertures.  The  nasal  cavities  com- 
municate with  the  frontal,  ethmoidal,  sphen- 
doidal  and  maxillary  sinuses.  Eachi  cavity  has 
a  roof,  a  floor,  a  medial  and  a  lateral  Avail. 
Inside  the  aperture  of  the  nostril  is  a  slight 
dilatation,  the  vestibule,  which  is  lined  by 
skin,  and  in  its  lower  part  are  hairs  and 
sebaceous  glands. 

Functions. — The  main  function  of  the  nose 
is  to  relieve  other  parts  of  the  respiratory  tract 
of  the  necessity  of  warming  and  moistening  the 
inspired  air  before  it  reaches  the  pulmonary 
alveoli.  A  man  who  breathes  through  a  healthy 
nose    is    entirely    indifferent    to    the    severest 


extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  dryness  and 
humidity.  Not  only  is  inspired  air  which  passes 
through  the  nose  warm  and  moist,  but  it  is 
clean  as  well,  so  the  nose  is  a  protective  organ 
which  relieves  the  lungs  of  all  sources  of 
danger.  The  hairs,  situated  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  vestibule,  curve  downwards  and  for- 
wards, and  arrest  the  passage  of  foreign  sub- 
stances carried  with  the  current  of  inspired  air. 
The  sebaceous  glands  secrete  so  rapidly  that 
by  the  time  the  inspired  air  reaches  the  pharynx 
it  is  absolutely  saturated  with  moisture  and 
raised  very  nearly  to  the  body  temperature. 
The  blood  circulation  is  so  active  that  in  the 
interval  between  two  respirations  the  loss  of 
heat  from  evaporation  is  made  good. 

The  olfactory  region  is  situated  above  and 
behind  the  vestibule ;  this  is  the  smelling  area. 

Epistaxis. — Bleeding  from  the  nose  occurs 
under  many  conditions,  both  local  and  general. 
It  is  especially  prevalent  between  ten  and 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  possibly  owing  to 
delicacy  of  the  vessels,  and  also  in  elderly 
people  whose  vessels  are  degenerate.  Among 
local  causes  are  blows,  picking  of  the  nose, 
violent  sneezing,  fracture  of  the  base  of  the 
skull,  and  catarrhal,  strumous,  and  syphilitic 
lesions.  The  general  causes  include  haemorr- 
hagic  diseases,  such  as  haemophilia,  puerpera 
and  scurvy  ;  the  anaemias ;  cirrhosis  of  the  liver ; 
and  certain  infectious  diseases  such  as  enteric.  . 
Epistaxis  is  common  at  puberty.  In  elderly 
and  plethoric  persons  it  may  be  explained  by 
the  existence  of  high  tension,  and  its  occur- 
rence may  be  followed  by  relief  of  headache, 
giddiness,  and  other  premonitory  symptoms  of 
apoplexy. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honourable 
mention  : — Miss  P.  Thomson,  Miss  James, 
Miss  T.   Roberts,  Miss  M.  Sinclair. 

Miss  Thomson  writes :  "A  well-known 
authority  is  of  opinion  that  the  erosion,  or 
venous  rupture,  which  causes  epistaxis  is 
almost  invariably  situated  uipon  the  anterior 
portion  of  the  sieptum,  and  can  be  reached  by 
a  speculum  and  good  light,  when  the  galvano, 
or  other  cautery,  may  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
it  with]  definite  results,  or  a  small  anterior  plug 
may  be  inserted.  Every  surgeon  will  agree 
that  posterior  plugging  is  never  necessary 
except  in  rare  cases  of  post-nasal  haemorrhage. 
When  it  is  employed  it  is  carried  out  by  means 
of  a  Belloc's  sound." 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

Describe  the  spinal  column  and  the  treat- 
ment of  fractured  spine. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 

The  Council  of  Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee 
Institute  for  Nuirses  met  recently  at  58,  Vic- 
toria Street.     Sir  Hairold  Boulton  presided. 

Sir  Harold  Boulton  was  re-elected  chairman. 
The  executive  committee  for  the  current  year 
was  also  elected. 

The  report  to  be  submitted  to  the  patron, 
Queen  Alexandra,  was  approved.  It  was  re- 
ported that  arrang-ements  have  been  made 
with  certain  of  the  approved  societies,  under 
the  National  Health  Insurance  Act,  by  which 
the  societies  make  payment  for  the  nursing'  of 
their  members.  Efforts  are  still  being-  made 
to  exempt  the  nurses  from  the  provisions  of 
the  Unemployment  Insurance  Act,  and  36,000 
nursies  who  desire  exemption  have  signed  a 
statement  to  that  effect.  The  names  of  317 
nurses  have  been  placed  on  the  Roll  of 
Queen's  Nurses  during  1921,  and  the  supply 
of  applicants  for  training-  as  Queen's  Nurses 
is  most  satisfactory.  Sufficient  funds  were 
raised  last  year  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
Institute  during*  that  year  and  the  early  part  of 
1922,  but  the  expenditure  of  the  Institute  is 
larg-ely  in  excess  of  the  normal  income,  and 
cannot  be  further  reduced  without  impairing 
the  efficiency  and  scope  of  the  work. 


The  people  of  Manchester  and  Salford  have 
founded  a  Million  Shilling  Fund  for  the  nurs- 
ing- of  the  sick  poor  of  these  cities  to  com- 
memorate the  marriag-e  of  Princess  Mary. 


We  are  always  g^lad  to  note  the  employment 
of  well-trained  nursies  to  care  for  the  sick  poor. 
At  a  meeting-  recently  held  at  Hig-ham  Ferrers, 
at  which  the  Mayor  presided,  it  was  arrangfed, 
on  his  worship's  sug-gfestion,  after  an  earnest 
and  eloquent  address  by  Miss  C  A.  Lee, 
Superintendent  of  the  Northants  District 
Nursing-  Association,  "  that  a  Town  Nursing 
Association  be  formed,  and  that  they  have  the 
best  nursei  that  Miss  Lee  could  find  them." 

Miss  Lee  urgfed  the  value  of  a  fully  trained 
nurse  in  maternity  and  g-eneral  cases,  and  said 
a  trained  nurse  was  an  economical  factor  in  any 
town.  Half  the  cases  in  the  women's  hospital 
to-day  were  the  result  of  bad  midwifery  yester- 
day. If  they  had  an  association  they  had  gfot 
to  pay  for  it,  for  it  could  not  be  run  cheaply 
nowadays.  The  Ministry  of  Health  would  give 
them  help,  and  the  Board)  of  Guardians  would 
help  to  pay  for  the  nursing"  of  the  poor.  The 
townspeople  must  give  their  support  as 
regularlly  as  clockwork.  She  did  not  think  they 
could  do  with   anything  less  than   a  Queen's 


nurse,  who  was  also  a  certified  midwife,  who 
would  cost  them  about  ;£200  a  year. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Gtmrdian  wishes  to 
know  what  gfuarantee  a  would-be  nurse  has 
that  she  will  not  be  turned  down  at  the  end  of 
two  or  three  years'  probation,  and  debarred 
from  qualifying  because  of  summary  dismissal 
by  reason  of  some  personal  disagreement  .be- 
tween her  and  the  Matron  or  Sister-in-Charge  ? 
We  are  of  opinion  that  a  probationer's  suit- 
ability or  otherwise  for  nursing  can  well  be 
tested  during  the  first  year  of  her  service ;  also, 
that  summar}-  dismissal  by  a  Matron  should 
not  ibe  permitted.  Her  powers  should  be  limited 
to  suspension  and  report,  and  the  Committee 
with  whom  the  nurse's  engagement  is  made 
should  retain  the  power  of  dismissal  in  its  own 
hands.  

Yet  another  phase  of  the  Norwich  Work- 
house Infirmary  tragedy  has  now  been  entered 
upon.  Dr.  Barclay,  the  Medical  Officer  in 
charge  of  the  poor  man  who  died  shortly  after 
an  operation,  expressed  the  opinion  at  the 
inquest  that  the  cause  of  death  was  not  shock, 
but  probably  loss  of  cardiac  control.  He  con- 
sidered the  patient  should  not  have  been  left 
for  an  hour  and  a  half  after  the  operation,  but 
said  that  this  attendance  was  impossible  owing 
to  the  inadequate  number  of  nurses,  with 
which  opinion  the  Coroner  agreed. 

The  House  Committee  have  now  drawn  up, 
and  presented  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  a 
Report  on  the  matter.  They  express  them- 
selves satisfied  that  the  nursing  staff  is  suffi- 
cient. (There  were  one  Sister  and  two  pro- 
bationers to  124  patients.)  They  censured  the 
Sister  for  leaving  the  patient  within  an  hour 
of  the  operation,  and  recommended  the  Board 
to  suspend  Dr.  Barclay  immediately  for  the 
unexpired  term  of  his  service,  and  to  rescind 
the  resolution  of  December  2isit,  1921,  allow- 
ing him  six  weeks'  leave  with  full  pay,  and  a 
grant  of  ;^5o  towards  removal  expenses.  Dr. 
Barclay  has  resigned  his  appointment,  at  the 
request  of  the  Board.  The  Committee  in  their 
report  expressed  the  opinion  that  his  state- 
ments as  to  the  shortage  of  nurses  were 
prompted  by  a  desire  to  discredit  the  Guar- 
dians' administration  of  the  infirmary  before 
leaving  their  service. 

We  hope  that  for  the  protection  of  patients 
and  of  the  medical  and  nursing  staffs  the 
Minister  of  Health  will  hold  an  inquiry  into 
the  administration  of  the  Norwich  Infirmary, 
and  compel  the  Guardians  to  do  their  duty 
towards  the  sick  for  whom  they  are  respon- 
sible. 
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THE   MATRONS'   COUNCIL  OF  GREAT 
BRITAIN   AND   IRELAND. 

The   Annual    Meeting    of 
the     Matrons'      Council    of 
Great  Britain    and   Ireland 
was  held,  on  the  invitation 
of  the  Matron,  Miss    Kath- 
leen A.  Smith,   R.R.C.,  and 
by  the  kind    permission  of 
the  Board  of   Management, 
on    February    25th,  at    the 
London    Temperance     Hos- 
pital, Hampstead  Road,  N. 
Prior    to    the    meeting   the 
members  present  were  con- 
ducted by  the  Matron   and 
Sisters    round    the     wards, 
(bright   with  spring  flowers 
and  gay  chintz  screens)  and 
_ .  .     _  other    departments    of    the 

hospital,  where  the  well-cared-f  or  patients  appeared 
very  happy  in  spite  of  their  ailments. 

In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the  President, 
Miss  M.  Heather-Bigg.  R.R.C.,  the  chair  was 
taken  by  the  Hon.  Treasurer,  Miss  S.  A.  Vilhers, 
and  Miss  G.  Lord  acted  as  Hon.  Secretary  in  the 
absence  of  Miss  A.  E.  Hulme.  There  was  a  very 
good  attendance  of  members,  and  many  more 
wrote  expressing  their  regret  at  their  mabihty 
to  be  present. 

Miss  Steuart  Donaldson,  R.R.C.,  Matron  of  the 
Royal  Infirmary.  Glasgow,  wrote,  m  addition: 
"I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  deep 
thankfulness  and  satisfaction  and  relief  that  the 
effort  to  deprive  Nurses  of  the  record  of  then: 
certificates  has  failed  in  England,  and  I  trust 
that  ere  long  the  Minister  of  Health  will  sign  the 
amended  rule." 

Arising  out  of  the  minutes,  Miss  Lord  reported 
that  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Matrons'  Council, 
on  the  invitation  of  Lord  Robert  Cecil,  the 
President  (Miss  M.  Heather-Bigg).  Miss  Anderson 
Parsons,  and  herself  had  been  appointed  to 
represent  it  at  a  demonstration  organised  by  the 
League  of  Nations  on  Armistice  Night  at  the 
Central  Hall,  Westminster,  on  the  reduction  of 
Armaments.  The  meeting  was  a  great  success. 
Miss  Anderson  Parsons  also  testified  not  only  to 
the  success  but  to  the  unanimity  of  the  meeting. 

The  next  item  on  the  Agenda  was  "  Applica,tions 
and  Resignations,"  which  were  then  dealt  with. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  and  Hon.  Treasurer  then 
presented  their  Reports,  the  latter  showing  a 
small  balance  in  hand.  Miss  Villiers  commented 
on  the  specially  heavy  expenditure  m  printing 
and  stationery  necessary  during  the  past  year. 
The  adoption  of  the  reports  was  moved  and  agreed. 
The  Hon.  Officers,  Miss  M.  Heather-Bigg. 
RRC  President.  Miss  S.  A.  VilUers,  Hon. 
Treasurer,  and  Miss  A.  E.  Hulme.  Hon.  Secretary, 
were  then  re-elected  for  another  term  of  ofl&ce, 
and  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  Miss  Huxley,  Miss 
Waind     and      Miss    Annie     Smith,    subject    to 


their   consent     to   act,  were  re-elected    as    Vice- 
Presidents. 

The  chair  was  then  taken  by  Miss  Kathleen  A. 
Smith,  who  called  on  Miss  Helen  Pearse  to  move 
a  Resolution. 

Resolution  I. 

Miss  Peaxse  moved  : — - 

That  the  Matrons'  Council  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Annual  Meeting  assembled,  begs  to  record 
its  strong  disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of  those 
members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales  who  proposed  to  deprive  trained  nurses 
of  the  record  of  their  certificates  of  proficiency  on  the 
State  Register,  and  respectfully  petitions  the  Minister 
of  Health  to  sign  the  amended  First  Schedule  of  the 
Rules,  which  provides  for  justice  to  certificated  nurses 
in  this  particular. 

Miss  Pearse  said  that  it  gave  her  much  pleasure 
to  move  this  Resolution.     It  had  staggered  her 
when   she   first   heard    of   the    proposition   that 
certificates    should    not    be    recorded.     Most    of 
those  present  were  certificated  many  years  ago, 
and    held    important    positions    in    the    Nursing 
Profession.     They  might  not  really  be  injured  by 
the  proposal,  but  that  was  not  the  case  with  a 
large  number  of  nurses,  who  would  be  placed  in 
a    position    of    serious    disability    and    economic 
difficulty  of  great  magnitude  if  they  had  to  compete 
with  nurses  who  in  a  few  years'  time  would  hold 
the  State  Certificate  after  passing  an  examination 
held  under  its  authority.     Public  authorities,  in 
making  appointments,  would  inevitably  rely  "upon 
the  Register,   and  if  they  found  upon  it  nurses 
holding   the   State   Certificate,    and   others   of    a 
more  or  less  indefinite  status,  they  would  be  apt 
to    give   preference   to   those   holding   the    State 
Certificate    after    its    examination.     It   was    true 
they  could  refer  to  the  hospital  where  a  nurse  was 
trained  and  inquire  whether  or  not  she  held  its 
certificate,  but  in  many  cases  they  would  not  take 
the  trouble  to  do  this  ;    it  would,  therefore,  be  a 
gross  injustice  not  to  record  on  the  State  Register 
the  certificates  of  proficiency  held  by  nurses  who 
completed  their  training  before  the  State  examina- 
tion was  established.     All  present   knew  of  the 
trouble  there  had  recently  been  in  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales,  and  how 
much  they  owed  to  their  champion,  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick,  for  the  way  in  which  she  had  stood  out 
against  and  opposed  this  proposal.     (Applause.) 
She  beheved  that  the  reasons  it  had  been  made 
were   mainly  sentimental,   but  sentiment  should 
not  enter  into  such  a  question  as  this.     Had  the 
nurses  not  had  good  champions  on  the  General 
Nursing  Council  they  would  have  known  nothing 
of  this  proposal  until  it  had  been  carried  out. 
She  understood  that  the  opposition  in  the  Council 
had  now  been  withdrawn,  and  she  had  pleasure  in 
proposing  that  the    Matrons'  Council  should  ask 
the    Minister    of    Health    to    sign    the     amended 
Schedule,  providing  for  the  record  of  Certificates. 
She  hoped  there  would  be  a  strong  vote  upon  it. 

The  Resolution  was  seconded  by  Miss  Marquardt. 
and  carried  by  acclamation. 
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Resolution  II. 
The    second    Resolution    was    moved    by   Miss 
Stewart  Bryson : — 

The  Members  of  the  Matrons'  Council  also  desire 
to  express  their  disapproval  of  the  two  new  Rules 
passed  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales  on  February  17th — ■ 

(i)  They  are  of  opinion  that  the  qualifications  of 
applicants  for  Registration  on  the  State  Register 
should  be  scrutinised  by  members  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  before  they  are  approved  by  that 
body  ;    and 

(2)  That  as  the  members  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittees were  appointed  to  serve  until  the  dissolution 
of  the  Council,  not  later  than  December  next, 
they  should  not  now  be  dissolved  upon  the  futile 
reason  advanced,  and  agreed  to  by  the  majority  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council. 

The  Matrons'  Council  is  of  opinion  that  such  a  course 
must  lead  to  disruption  of  the  work  of  the  Council 
and  to  injury  to  the  interests  of  the  Nursing  Profession, 
and  it  respectfully  petitions  the  Minister  not  to  sign 
these  Rules. 

Miss  Bryson,  in  moving  the  Resolution,  said  that 
she  was  sure  in  the  first  place  that  not  to  have  their 
qualifications  scrutinised  by  members  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  would  be  a  great  dis- 
appointment to  nurses  who  were  proud  of  them 
and  wished  them  to  be  scrutinised.  She  thought 
qualifications  must  be  subjected  to  similar  scrutiny 
before  the  names  of  nurses  could  be  put  on  to  any 
Register.  The  rank  and  file  of  nurses  would  have 
no  confidence  in  the  Register  if  this  were  not  done. 

In  the  second  place  she  wished  she  could  think 
that  the  reason  for  the  proposition  that  the 
Standing  Committees  should  be  dissolved  was 
sentimental.  She  was  afraid  there  was  something 
more  behind  it  than  that.  If  this  proposal  were 
carried  into  effect  the  work  of  the  Council  was 
bound  to  be  hindered,  as  the  new  members  of 
Committees  would  not  be  acquainted  with  what 
had  been  done  by  their  predecessors. 

She  felt  strongly  on  this  matter,  and  was  of 
opinion  Nurses  would  have  no  faith  in  the  General 
Nursing  Council  if  this  Rule  were  sanctioned. 

Miss  Bryson  also  pointed  out  that  the  Nursing 
Profession  would  be  perfectly  at  sea  as  to  what 
was  going  on  in  the  General  Nursing  Council  if  it 
were  not  for  the  attendance  of  the  press  at  the 
meetings,  and  the  expert  reports  in  The  British 
Journal  of  Nursing.  It  seemed  as  if  a  body  of 
people  were  combined  to  betray  the  nurses,  and 
she  was  thankful  that  the  nurses  had  also  staunch 
friends  upon  the  Council.  She  begged  to  move 
the  Resolution  and  to  protest  strongly  against 
this  Rule. 

This  was  seconded  by  Miss  Winmill. 

Miss  Anderson  Parsons  said  that  the  situation 
gave  occasion  for  serious  and  concentrated  thought. 
It  was  proposed  by  members  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  to  lay  down  certain  duties  which 
they  had  undertaken  to  perform.  She  protested 
against  any  member  laying  down  duties  which  she 
had  accepted  and  delegating  them  to  an  official. 
All  quahfications  should  be  honestly  scrutinised  by 
members  of  the  Council  in  the  manner  arranged 


and  agreed  upon,  as  was  the  desire  of  members  who 
did  not  wish  to  see  the  whole  thing  brought  into 
ridicule. 

She  was  very  much  afraid  that  some  of  the 
members  accepted  office  on  the  General  Nursing 
Council  because  they  liked  the  prestige  of  being 
upon  a  Statutory  Body,  but  were  they  there  with 
a  deep  strong  interest  for  the  welfare  of  the  nurses 
at  heart  ?  When  it  came  to  an  election — which 
was  now  not  far  off — as  professional  and  working 
women  they  should  see  to  it  that  those  they 
elected  would  stand  for  the  interests  of  the  working 
nurses,  and  would  raise  their  status  and  their 
standard.  At  whatever  cost  they  must  have  such 
people  working  there. 

She  feared  the  proposal  to  dissolve  the  Com- 
mittees was  a  veiled  attack  upon  the  work  of  those 
who  stood  for  the  nurses'  interests.  They  must 
have  people  upon  them  whom  they  knew  and 
trusted. 

Miss  Pearse  said  she  had  considerable  experience 
of  the  work  of  Committees  in  connection  with 
public  bodies,  and  she  could  think  of  nothing  more 
likely  to  delay  the  work  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales  than  the  dissolution 
of  the  present  Standing  Committees,  and  the 
appointment  of  new  ones  for  the  short  term  of 
office  which  remained  to  it.  It  was  a  wrecking 
proposition. 

Miss  Pearse  also  said  that  she  had  had  much 
scrutinising  work  to  do  in  connection  with  nurses' 
applications  for  appointments,  but  the  last  word 
was  never  left  to  her.  The  Committee  dealing 
with  these  appointments  went  carefully  through 
each  one,  those  which  she  rejected  as  well  as  those 
wliich  she  recommended.  She  could  not  think  it 
could  be  seriously  proposed  that  it  should  be  left 
to  the  discretion  of  the  Registrar  as  to  what  appu- 
cations  should  be  brought  before  the  Registration 
Committee  for  its  consideration. 

Continuing,  Miss  Pearse  said  that  Matrons  were 
people  of  great  influence  in  the  Nursing  Profession. 
The  time  was  coming  when  the  Registered  Nurses 
would  have  to  elect  their  own  representatives  on 
the  General  Nursing  Council,  and  they  must  be 
most  careful  about  it.  They  did  not  want  a 
caucus  of  people  with  axes  to  grind,  or  who  would 
be  the  catspaws  of  their  employers.  The  Matrons' 
Council  was  peculiarly  a  body  which  could  inform 
nurses  as  to  this  election,  and  she  thought  it  would 
be  immensely  useful  if,  when  the  time  approached, 
it  took  definite  steps  to  instruct  them. 

Miss  Breay  said  that  the  member  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  who  proposed  the  new  Rule  as 
to  the  dissolution  of  thfe  Standing  Committees — - 
.Miss  Coulton — ^must  have  a  very  poor  idea  of  the 
mentality  of  the  Nursing  Profession  as  a  whole, 
if  she  thought  it  would  accept  the  futile  and 
disingenuous  reason  she  had  given  for  their  dis- 
solution as  the  real  reason.  She  was  glad  Miss 
Bryson  had  used  the  word  "  futile  "  ;  it  was  the 
only  one  which  described  the  suggestion  that 
because  a  few  members  of  the  Council  would  like 
to  serve  on  a  Committee  before  their  term  of 
office  came  to  an  end,  that  the  whole  of  the  work 


136 


:,Ebc  British  3ournal  of  "Wursina. 


March 


4,    1922 


of  the  Committees  should  be  disrupted.  They 
would  notice  that  Miss  Coulton  did  not  suggest 
that  her  proposition  was  made  with  a  view  to 
furthering  the  work  of  the  Council,  or  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Registered  Nurses,  but  in  that  of  a 
few  members  of  the  Council^  who  presumably 
wished  for  office  on  the  Standing  Committees. 

Miss  Breay  said  that  she  thought  the  thanks  of 
the  Nursing  Profession  were  due  to  those  members 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council  who  quietly  carried 
on  its  work  as  far  as  possible,  while  the  majority 
of  the  members  went  on  strike  for  ten  weeks. 
(Applause.) 

The  Resolution  was  then  carried  unanimously. 

The  business  terminated  with  a  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  to  Miss  Kathleen  Smith,  the 
Matron  of  the  London  Temperance  Hospital,  and 
to  the  Board  of  Management  for  their  kindness  in 
permitting  the  Matrons'  Council  to  meet  there. 

Miss  Smith  promised  to  convey  the  thanks  of 
the  Council  to  her  Board  and  at  the  same  time 
expressed  her  pleasure  at  the  honour  of  this  visit. 

The  members  and  guests — amongst  them  Miss 
Fair  he,  Superintendent  of  Nurses,  General  Hospital. 
Hamilton,  Canada — then  adjourned  to  the  Out- 
Patient  Hall,  where  tea  was  most  temptingly 
provided  on  little  tables  decorated  with  most  lovely 
flowers,  the  gift  of  Lady  Strong,  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Management  of  the  Hospital,  who  gave 
much  pleasure  to  the  Council  by  her  presence 
at  tea.  The  Chairman,  Major  Rigg,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Paterson  were  also  present.  Afterwards 
Miss  Ellen  La  Motte,  a  distinguished  American 
nurse,  and  author,  gave  a  most  interesting  address 
on  "  The  IlUcit  Traf&c  in  Opium,  and  Her  Experi- 
ence of  its  Results  in  America,"  which  we  hope  to 
report  in  a  future  issue. 

The  Chairman  of  the  hospital  expressed  his 
pleasure  at  welcoming  the  Matrons'  Council,  and 
said  that  he  considered  it  a  great  compliment  to 
the  hospital  that  it  should  hold  its  Annual  Meeting 
there.  It  was  a  particular  pleasure  to  him  that 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  with  whom  in  the  past  he 
had  been  associated  in  the  fight  for  State  Regis- 
tration of  Nurses,  was  amongst  those  present 
(Applause). 

He  was  deeply  in  sympathy  with  this  movement 
for  increasing  the  status  and  dignity  of  the  Nursing 
Profession. 

He  was  deUghted  to  listen  to  the  address  of 
Miss  La  Motte.  He  thanked  the  Matrons'  Council 
for  the  opportunity  of  saying  these  few  words,  and 
considered  it  a  great  privilege  to  be  present. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Femvick  warmly  thanked  -Major 
Rigg  for  his  kind  words,  and  for  his  welcome  to  the 
London  Temperance  Hospital.  The  Matrons' 
Council  had  already  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  Board  of  Management,  but  she  would  like  to 
express  these  thanks  personally. 
»• 

Thy  dreams  of  noble  doing  are  but  seeds, 
And  all  about  thee  lie  the  waiting  fields  ; 
Sow  thou  in  faith  and  love — the  season  yields 

The  perfect  flower  that  crowns  unselfish  deeds. 
Aiithonv  E.  Anderson. 


THE    INTERNATIONAL    COUNCIL 
OF    NURSES. 


MEETING    AT    COPENHAGEN. 

We  have  received  from  Mrs,  Henny 
Tscherning-  a  .sketch  of  the  Prog-ramme  for  the 
interim  Meeting-  of  the  International  Council 
of  Nurses  to  be  held  at  Copenhagen  from  May 
22nd  to  24th.  Each  affiliated  National  Council 
has  the  rig-ht  to  send  four  official  delegates, 
who  will  be  the  guests  of  the  Danish  Council 
of  Nurses  for  the  three  days'  Conference. 
Fraternal  delegates  have  always  been  wel- 
comed at  these  Meetings,  but,  of  course,  "  go 
on  their  own,"  and  do  not  take  part  in  the 
business  transacted. 


PROGRAMME. 

May  22,   1922. 
Morning  Session  : 

Reading  of  reports  from  the  Countries  that 
are  going  to  be  accepted. 

Lunch. 
Excursion  to  the  Institution  for  Crippled. 
Evening  Session  : 

General  Meeting  in  the  Head  Quarters  of  the 
Danish  Council  of  Nurses. 

Formal  reception  of  the  different  Countries. 


May  23,  1922. 
Morning  Session  : 

1 .  What  can  be  done  to  f acihtate  the  reception 
of  trained  Nurses  in  the  hospitals  of  different 
countries  ? 

2.  Election  of  an  International  Secretary. 

Lunch. 
Excursion  to  the  "  Rigshospital." 
Banquet. 


May  24,   1922. 
Morning  Session  : 

Excursion  to  the  Finsen-Hospital. 
Discussion  on  questions  sent  in  by  the  other 
Countries. 

Lunch. 
Excursion  to  "  Bispebjerg  Hospital." 
Excursion  to  Klampenborg. 


If  any  of  the  Leagfues  or  Societies  wish  to 
place  on  the  Programme  any  Question  they 
desire  should  be  discussed  on  May  24th 
it  should  be  suibmitted  to  the  President 
of  the  National  Council  for  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  before  March  15th,  at  the  Office, 
431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.  i. 

"  The  Value  of  an  International  Standard 
of  Nursing  Education  and  how  to  further  it  " 
will  be  forwarded  from  our  National  Council 
to  the  President  at  Copenhagen.  We  hope  to 
be  represented  by  two  English  delegates — one 
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from  Scotland  and  one  from  Ireland — and 
have  no  doubt  they  will  have  a  deligfhtful  time 
in  Denmark. 

Delegate  from  Scotland. 
We  announce  with  pleasure  that  Miss  M.  Steuart 
Donaldson,  Matron  Royal  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  will 
accept  the  nomination  of  the  National  Council  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  represent  it  as  one  of 
the  four  official  delegates  at  the  interim  meeting  of 
the  International  Council  of  Nurses  at  Copenhagen 
in  May.  Miss  Donaldson  will  also  be  the  fraternal 
delegate  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  Nurses' 
League,  so  that  Scotland  will  be  represented  at  the 
Conference  with  power  to  express  any  national 
opinions  the  nurses  desire  to  put  forward.  We 
feel  sure  Scottish  nurses  will  be  in  sympathy  with 
the  proposal  put  forward  by  our  National  Council 
that  there  should  be  an  International  Standard  of 
Nursing  Education,  and  that  the  Syllabus  issued 
by  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland 
should  be  handed  in. 

Delegate  from  the  United  States. 

Miss  Helen  Scott  Hay,  Chief  Nurse  American 
Red  Cross  Commission  to  Europe,  has  been  chosen 
to  represent  the  American  Nurses'  Association  at 
Copenhagen.  This  is  an  excellent  choice,  as  Miss 
Hay  has  a  vast  amount  of  knowledge  of  inter- 
national affairs,  gathered  through  her  work  during 
the  war  in  Russia,  Bulgaria,  and  Central  Europe 
generally.  Her  present  position  brings  her  into 
constant  touch  with  health  and  nursing  conditions 
throughout  Europe — and  no  one  knows  better  the 
great  need  for  better  facilities  for  nursing  in  many 
parts  of  the  world. 


CENTRAL  COUNCIL  FOR  DISTRICT 
NURSING  IN  LONDON. 

The  Annual  ]\Ieeting  of  the  Central  Council  for 
District  Nursing  in  Eondon  was  held  on  February 
23rd,  in  the  Board  Room  of  the  Metropolitan 
Asvlums  Board,  E.C.,  Sir  William  Collins,  M.D., 
F.R.C.S.,  K.C.V.O.,  in  the  Chair.  The  Executive 
Committee  reported  that  they  had  appointed  Mr. 
E.  B.  Turner  (Chairman)  and  Miss  Zoe  L.  Puxley 
(Vice-Chairman  of  the  Committee)  ;  also  that 
Miss  Belsham  was  nominated  by  the  Ranyard 
Nurses  in  place  of  Miss  Hawkins,  and  Miss  Hard- 
man  by  Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute  for 
Nurses  in  place  of  Miss  Amy  Hughes.  That  the 
Executive  are  empowered  to  recommend  twelve 
persons  for  election  to  the  Council,  and  the  number 
of  members  thus  appointed  was  at  present  nine, 
they  therefore  recommended  the  appointment  of 
Miss  Amy  Hughes. 

In  connection  with  the  question  of  visiting 
nurses  for  attendance  on  patients  desirous  of 
emplojdng  such  nurses  at  a  small  fee,  the  Com- 
mittee reported  that  the  demand  for  this  class  of 
work  has  not  yet  proved  sufficient  to  induce  any 
considerable  number  of  nurses  to  take  it  up. 


The  Committee  report  the  resignation  of  Miss 
Irene  M.  Hett  as  Joint  Hon.  Secretary,  and 
recommend  the  appointment  of  a  part-time 
Secretary-Visitor  to  superintend  the  general  work 
of  the  Council  under  the  Executive  Committee. 
They  proposed  Miss  Isabel  Richardson  (formerly 
Matron  of  the  London  Temperance  Hospital),  for 
the  post. 

In  regard  to  an  emergency  fund  to  provide  for 
district  nurses  in  time  of  illness,  the  Executive 
Committee  recommended  "  That  it  be  an  instruc- 
tion to  the  Executive  Committee  to  make  further 
inquiries  as  to  a  Staff  Emergency  Fund  for  District 
Nurses  and  to  report  to  the  Council." 

In  regard  to  District  Training,  the  Syllabus  of 
Training  submitted  by  the  Queen  Victoria  Jubilee 
Institute  and  the  Ranyard  Nurses  had  been  con- 
sidered and  approved.  Miss  Peterkin  reported 
that  when  the  scheme  for  general  training  about 
to  be  drawn  up  by  the  General  Nursing  Council 
came  into  force  a  great  deal  of  special  district 
training  would  no  longer  be  necessary.  This  was 
referred  bv  the  Council  for  further  consideration. 


THE    PROFESSIONAL    UNION    OF 
TRAINED    NURSES. 

Dance. 

The  Social  Club  are  giving  a  subscription  dance 
at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Russell  Square,  London, 
W.C.I,  on  Tuesday,  March  7th,  1922,  from 
7  p.m.  till  12. 

Tickets  (including  refreshments),  price  5s.  6d. 
each,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary. 
P.U.T.N.,  17,  Evelyn  House,  62,  Oxford  Street, 
W.I  ;  the  Chairman  of  S.C.,  6,  Nottingham  Place, 
W.I,  and  Treasurer  of  S.C.,  26,  Mecklenburg 
Square,  W.C.i. 

Dancing  Classes. 

Dancing  Classes  have  also  been  arranged  for 
Members,  at  special  terms. 

Maude  jMacCallum, 

Hon.  Secretary. 


AN  ORIGINAL  EXHIBIT. 

If  any  proof  were  needed  of  the  competence  of 
British  chemical  manufacturers  to  supply  the 
needs  of  medicine  and  pharmacy  in  respett  of 
fine  chemicals  and  other  medicinal  agents,  it  is 
to  be  found,  in  abundance,  in  the  beautiful  and 
original  exhibit  of  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome 
&  Co.,  Snow  Hill  Buildings,  London,  E.C.,  at  the 
British  Industries  Fair.  The  exhibit  is  a  most 
striking  confirmation  of  the  fact,  first  fully  brought 
out  by  the  emergencies  of  war-time  and  now 
beginning  to  be  generally  appreciated,  that  in  the 
application  of  science  to  industry,  British  chemists 
need  fear  comparison  with  those  of  no  other  country. 
Visitors  to  the  Fair,  which  is  open  until  March  loth, 
at  the  White  City,  Shepherd's  Bush,  should  make 
a  point  of  seeing  this  exhibit,  which  is  at  Stand  8 
in  Building  A. 
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THE  REGISTERED   NURSES' 
PARLIAMENTARY    COUNCIL. 


We  are  requested  to  aniK)unce  that  the 
Meeting  to  protest  against  the  conduct  of  tlie 
members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales — who  combined,  by  direct 
action,  to  put  this  public  Statutory  body  out  of 
commission  for  ten  weeks,  thus  treating  their 
duties  to  the  Nursing  Profession  and  the  public 
with  contempt — and  to  petition  the  Minister  of 
Health  to  dissolve  the  Council  and  permit  the 
Registered  Nurses  to  elect  their  own  representa- 
tives, will  be  held  on  Friday,  ]\Iarch  loth,  at  11, 
Chandos  Street,  Cavendish  Square,  W.,  at  7  p.m. 
Councillor  Beatrice  Kent,  the  President  of  the 
Council,  will  preside,  and  nurses  and  others  repre- 
senting the  interests  of  the  Nursing  Profession  and 
the  public,  will  speak  to  a  series  of  resolutions  to 
be  forwarded  to  the  ^linister  of  Health  and  the 
Members  of  Parliament. 

We  are  asked  by  Councillor  Beatrice  Kent  to 
insert  the  following  letter  which  she  has  addressed 
to  the  Minister  of  Health  : — 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Alfred  Mond,  Bart.,  M.P.,  P.C, 
Minister  of  Health. 

Sir, — ^I  am  enclosing  for  your  information  copies 
of  four  Resolutions  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Registered 
Nurses  Parliamentary  Council  held  in  London  on 
February  20th. 

The  Council  takes  strong  exception  to  the  action 
of  those  inembers  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales  (i)  who  attempted  to  deprive 
Registered  Nurses  of  the  record  of  their  certificates  of 
proficiency  on  the  State  Register,  (2)  who  held  up  the 
work  of  the  Council  for  ten  weeks  by  absenting  them- 
selves from  meetings,  and  (3)  who  resumed  their 
neglected  duties  at  the  end  of  that  period  for  no  reason 
assigned.  My  Council  is  of  opinion  that  persons  who 
behave  in  so  irresponsible  a  manner  are  not  persons 
who  should  be  entrusted  with  the  very  important 
responsibilities  placed  by  Pailiament  upon  the  General 
Nursing  Council. 

The  Registered  Nurses  Parliamentary  Council  has 
called  a  public  meeting,  which  will  be  held  at  11, 
Chandos  Street,  Cavendish  Square,  on  Friday,  March 
loth,  at  7  p.m.,  which  will  consider  the  present  situation 
as  it  affects  the  nursing  profession,  and  at  which,  as 
President  of  that  Council,  I  shall  have  the  honour  to 
preside.  I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  will  inform  me 
of  the  terms  upon  which  the  members  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales,  who  resorted 
to  the  extreme  method  of  direct  action  to  enforce  their 
demands,  consented  to  return  to  work,  as  I  am  anxious 
to  be  in  the  position  to  give  this  information  to  the 
meeting  on  March  loth. 

May  I  also  petition  you  on  behalf  of  this  Council  not 
to  sign  the  new  Rules  passed  by  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales  at  its  meeting  on  Feb- 
ruary 17th  until  you  have  heard  both  sides.  In  this 
connection,  may  I  respectfully  invite  you  to  be  present 
at  our  meeting  at  11,  Chandos  Street,  on  March  loth, 
so  that  you  may  hear  the  nurses'  point  of  view. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Beatrice  Kent,  President. 
431,  Oxford  St.,  W. 


PRESS  OPINIONS  ON  THE  G.N.C. 

(From    the    National    Asylums      Workers'     Union 

Magazine.) 

NURSES'     REGISTRATION     ACT     (ENGLAND 

AND     WALES). 


Recalcitrant  Members  Resume  Duty. 

In  our  last  issue  we  described  the  deadlock 
which  had  occurred  in  the  working  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  in  consequence  of  the  resignation 
of  Mr.  J.  C.  Priestley.  K.C.,  the  chairman  of  the 
Council,  and  the  fact — to  quote  the  words  used 
by  the  ^Minister  of  Health  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons— that  "  two-thirds  of  the  members  have 
resigned  with  him,  or  have  intimated  their  intention 
of  doing  so,  unless  he  can  be  persuaded  to  withdraw 
his  resignation."  Nothing  could  be  more  definite 
than  that.  Therefore,  as  no  quorum  attended 
the  various  committee  meetings,  all  the  important 
national  business  which  Parliament  had  entrusted 
to  the  Council  w^as  delayed  by  the  strike  of  the 
resigning  members— an  object-lesson,  indeed,  for 
the  working  classes  ! 

The  final  result  has  been  farcical.  The  late 
chairman  has  gone,  but  the  resigning  members 
have  apparently  swallowed  their  brave  expressions 
of  loyalty  to  him  and  returned  to  the  fold.  It 
irresistibly  reminds  one  of  the  immortal  ballad 
of  Bo- Peep,  whose  sheep  had  only  to  be  left  ah  ne 
for  all  to  come  home,  wagging  their  tails  behind 
them  !  The  ultimate  fate  of  Bo-Peep,  if  we 
remember  right,  was  mercifully  wrapped  in 
mystery. 

So  the  Council  met  again  on  February  3rd,  with 
a  new  chairman — a  distinguished  physician,  and 
a  much  more  adequate  chairman,  presumably,  for 
a  professional  council.  Apparently  the  retiring 
members  gave  neither  explanation  nor  apology 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  had  neglected  the 
public  duties  entrusted  to  them.  It  is  a  matter 
of  common  knowledge  that  they  resigned  at  the 
moment  when  widespread  indignation  had  been 
aroused  in  the  nursing  profession  by  the  proposal 
to  deprive  nurses  who  became  registered  of  their 
obvious  right  to  have  enrolled  against  their  names 
the  hospital  certificates  they  had  gained,  after 
years  of  arduous  work.  The  Minister  of  Health 
has  gone  out  of  his  way  to  state  publicly  that 
they  did  not  resign  because  of  this  matter.  We 
submit  that  it  would  have  been  more  to  the  point 
if  he  had  stated  why  they  had  resigned. 

In  any  case,  the  facts  are  clear  that  two-thirds 
of  the  Council,  who  are  doctors  or  persons  more 
or  less  directly  employers  of  nurses,  have  deliber- 
ately, for  ten  weeks,  not  only  refused  to  do  their 
own  work,  but  have  thereby  prevented  the  other 
members  from  performing  the  duties  with  which 
they  had  been  entrusted  by  the  State,  and  which  by 
their  acceptance  of  office  they  had  undertaken  to 
do.  In  all  seriousness,  we  ask  how  can  the  public, 
or  the  nursing  profession,  feel  any  confidence  in 
a  Council  with  such  views  of  public  service  and 
duty  ? 
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And  this  question  is  intensified  by  a  notice 
which  was  given  at  the  Council  on  behalf  of  Miss 
Coulton,  the  Matron  of  the  East  London  Hospital 
for  Children,  Shadwell,  that  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Council  she  would  propose  that  a  rule  made 
by  the  Council,  and  which  was  only  laid  before 
Parliament  last  November,  should  be  rescinded, 
and  a  new  rule  substituted  that  instead  of  the 
present  committees  of  the  Council  holding  office 
until  next  December,  they  should  be  dissolved 
at  once  and  new  committees  be  appointed  in  their 
place.  The  obvious  and  only  possible  intention 
and  result  of  the  new  rule  would  be  to  enable  Miss 
Coulton  and  her  friends  to  turn  off  those  commit- 
tees any  members  of  whom  they  disapprove, 
and  whose  opposition  to  any  of  their  proposals 
they  would  thus  be  enabled  to  burke.  Whether 
Miss  Coulton  is  wise  in  attempting  to  make  popular 
martyrs  of  the  ladies  against  whom  the  new  rule 
is  designed  we  are  inclined  to  doubt.  The  wisdom 
of  officials  of  public  institutions  becoming  pro- 
minently involved  in  matters  which  will  arouse 
public  resentment  and  controversy  appears  to  us 
still  more  questionable.  It  must  be  clearly 
understood  that  in  this  case  Miss  Coulton  and 
her  friends  more  or  less  directly  represent  the 
employers  of  nurses.  The  other  members,  against 
whom  the  resolution  is  clearly  designed,  are  openly 
the  representatives  of  the  working  nurses  and  the 
protectors  of  their  interests. 

We  shall  watch  with  much  interest  the  future 
of  this  resolution.  Whether  it  be  passed  by  the 
Council  or  not,  it  is  certain  to  be  debated  by 
Parliament,  and  in  the  public  Press,  because  it  is  to 
be  deliberately  proposed  in  a  State-appointed 
body,  that  that  body  may  enable  representatives 
of  employers  to  stifle  and  crush  the  criticisms  and 
opinions  of  representatives  of  the  employed. 
This  is  a  principle  which  every  trade  union  in  the 
country  must  definitely  fight  and  defeat. 


A    GENERAL    NURSING    COUNCIL   FOR 
NORTHERN    IRELAND. 


COLLEGE    OF    NURSING,     LTD. 


SHEFFIELD    BRANCH. 

Award  of  Scholarship. 

The  Branch  offers  its  heartiest  congratulations 
to  Sister  Mobley,  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  on  her 
success  in  attaining  the  Scholarship  of  ;^6o,  awarded 
by  the  Centre. 

Choice  of  subject  is  to  be  left  with  the  successful 
candidate. 

Dance. 

A  very  enjoyable  dance  for  members  and  their 
friends  was  held  on  Saturday,  February  25th,  at 
the  Royal  Hospital,  by  kind  permission  of  the 
Board.  Good  music  and  an  excellent  floor  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  evening's  success.  Active 
and  passive  games  attracted  non-dancers.  Several 
beautiful  prizes  were  given  for  success  in  these 
games,  which  were  much  appreciated  by  those 
fortunate  enough  to  win  them. 


The  London  Gazette  for  February  3rd,  1922, 
states  that  by  Order  in  Council  the  following  law 
comes  into  operation  in  Northern  Ireland  : — 

(i)  The  Nurses  Registration  (Ireland)  Act,  1919, 
in  its  application  to  Northern  Ireland  shall  have 
effect  with  the  following  adaptations  : — 

{a)  references  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
Ireland  shall  be  construed  as  references  to  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  Northern  Ireland,  and 
references  to  the  register  shall  be  construed  as 
references  to  the  Register  of  Nurses  for  the  Sick  in 
Northern  Ireland  ; 

(&)  in  paragraph  i  of  the  Schedule  "  five  "  shall 
be  substituted  for  "  fifteen  "  ; 

(c)  in  paragraphs  2  and  4  of  the  Schedule  "  two  " 
shall  be  substituted  for  "  six "  and  "  three  " 
shall  be  substituted  for  "  nine  "  ; 

(d)  in  paragraph  3  of  the  Schedule  "  first  day  of 
December,  1921,"  shall  be  substituted  for  "  com- 
mencement of  this  Act  "  ; 

(e)  any  person  who  immediately  before  the 
appointed  day  is  registered  under  the  said  Act 
shall  in  Northern  Ireland  be  deemed  to  have  been 
registered  under  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  said 
Act  in  its  appUcation  to  Northern  Ireland. 

(2)  For  the  purposes  of  sub-section  (3)  of  section 
six  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act,  1919,  sub- 
section (3)  of  section  six  of  the  Nurses  Registration 
(Scotland)  Act,  1919,  and  sub-section  (3)  of  section 
six  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  (Ireland)  Act,  1919 
(which  relate  to  rules  for  the  admission  to  the 
register  in  one  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
persons  registered  as  nurses  in  another  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom),  Southern  Ireland  and  Northern 
Ireland  shall  be  treated  as  separate  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  as  respects  Northern  Ireland 
the  General  Nursing  Council  for  Northern  Ireland 
shall,  when  established,  be  treated  for  the  purposes 
of  the  sub-section  first  mentioned  and  the  sub- 
section last  mentioned,  as  a  Nursing  Council  to  be 
consulted  in  connection  with  rules  proposed  to  be 
made  by  any  other  Nursing  Council. 


I  (&)  This  Order  provides  that  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  Northern  Ireland  shall  consist 
of  5  persons. 

(c)  That  two  persons,  not  necessarily  nurses, 
and  three  nurses  shall  be  appointed  to  form  the 
Council  by  the  Chief  Secretary. 

{d)  Who  shall  hold  office  from  December  ist, 
1921,  instead  of  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Act  (December  23rd,  1919). 

{e)  Any  person  registered  before  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Council  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been 
registered  in  application  to  Northern  Ireland. 

(2)  For  consultative  purposes  (sub-section  3, 
Section  6)  Northern  and  Southern  Ireland  are  to 
be  treated  as  separate  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  Northern 
Ireland  shall,  when  established,  be  consulted  in 
connection  with  rules  proposed  to  be  made  by  any 
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other  Nursing  Council  with  a  view  to  securing 
a  uniform  standard  of  qualification.  Thus, 
England  and  Wales,  Scotland,  and  Southern 
Ireland  must  consult  Ulster  with  respect  to  the 
conditions  for  admission  to  the  Register. 


We  note  that  Bills  are  suggested  for  Home  Rule 
for  Scotland  and  Wales.  How  about  long- 
suffering,  lavish  old  England  ? 

Why  not  another  Roman  Wall  ? 

How  out  of  date  all  this  separatism  appears  to 
those  who  reahse  the  insignificance  of  this  tiny 
globe  in  its  relation  to  the  Universe  ! 


THE    IRISH    MATRONS*    ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Irish  Matrons'  Association 
on  Monday,  February  20th,  1922,  at  34,  St. 
Stephen's  Green,  Miss  Halbert,  St.  Vincent's 
Hospital,  Dubhn,  was  elected  President,  Miss 
Power,  Royal  Victoria  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  was 
elected  Hon.  Treasurer,  and  Miss  Reeves,  Dr. 
Steevens'  Hospital,  Hon.  Secretary. 

The  members  passed  a  vote  of  sympathy  with 
the  relatives  of  the  late  Miss  J.  E.  Hughes,  whose 
death  occurred  on  February  i6th.  Miss  Hughes 
had  been  an  active  member  of  the  Association  since 
its  foundation.     She  will  be  greatly  missed. 

THE  IRISH  NURSES'  ASSOCIATION. 

A  meeting  of  the  Irish  Nurses'  Association  was 
held  recently  at  34,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin, 
to  receive  the  Report  of  the  past  year. 

It  was  agreed  unanimously  that  the  present 
of&ce-bearers  of  the  Association  should  remain  in 
office  for  another  year.  They  are  Miss  Carre, 
Ivanhoe  Private  Hospital,  President ;  Miss 
Thornton,  Sir  Patrick  Dun's  Hospital,  Vice-Pre- 
sident ;  Miss  Carson  Rae,  34,  St.  Stephen's  Green, 
Hon.  Secretary. 

The  activities  of  the  Irish  Nurses'  Association 
have  been  practically  suspended  owing  to  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  Government  of  the  country. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  a  general  meeting  of  the 
members  early  in  May  to  receive  suggestions  for 
the  future  pohcy  of  the  Association. 

The  balance  sheet  for  the  year  showed  a  credit 
balance  of  over  ^^12. 

THE  SCOTTISH  NURSES'  CLUB. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Scottish  Nurses'  Club 
and  Health  Visitors'  Association,  a  lecture  was 
given  on  "  Psycho-Therapy "  by  Dr.  David 
Yellowlees,  in  the  Club,  on  Thursday,  February 
23rd,  at  8  p.m.  There  was  a  large  audience  present, 
and  the  lecture  was  of  a  most  interesting  character. 
The  lecturer,  who  has  specialised  in  his  subject, 
gave  several  examples  of  cases  diagnosed  and 
treated  by  him.  In  cases,  particularly  of  neuras- 
thenia and  shell  shock,  promising  results  had  been 
obtained.  It  was  pointed  out  to  the  nurses  what 
splendid  opportunities  they  had  in  their  daily 
work  with  their  patients  of  influencing  them 
wisely  and  tactfully,  and  thus  helping  them  to  aid 
in  their  own  recovery. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

MATRON. 

St.    Mary    Islington    Infirmary,    Highgate    Hill.— Miss 

Gertrude  Mary  Cordell  has  been  appointed  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Hammersmith  Infirmary  and 
has  held  the  appointments  of  first  Assistant  Matron, 
St.  James's  Infirmary,  Balham,  and  Grove  Hospital, 
Tooting,  Home  and  Class  Sister,  Wandsworth  In- 
firmary, Home  Sister  St.  Ann's  Home,  M.A.B.,  and 
Staff  Nurse,  Park  Fever  Hospital.  Miss  Cordell  has 
therefore  quaUfied  herself  for  her  present  responsible 
position  by  passing  through  various  stages  of  experience 
in  her  profession. 

THEATRE     SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  Queen's  Hospital,  Birmingham. — ^Miss  Ahce 
Midgley  has  been  appointed  Theatre  Superintendent. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Halifax,  and 
has  been  Ward  and 'Outpatient  Sister  at  the  Royal 
Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  Bradford  ;  Ward  Sister,  Theatre 
Sister  and  Night  Superintendent  at  the  Royal  Infir- 
mary, HaUfax ;  and  Theatre  Sister  at  the  Great 
Northern  General  Hospital,  Leeds,  and  at  Grange- 
thorpe  Hospital,  Manchester. 

ADMINISTRATIVE     ASSISTANT. 

Monyhull  Colony  for  the  Epileptic  and  Feeble-minded, 
near  Birmingham. — Miss  Isabella  Russell  has  been 
appointed  Sister  and  Administrative  Assistant.  She 
was  trained  at  the  Lambeth  Infirmary  and  has  been 
Night  Sister  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Aberdeen,  Sister- 
in-Charge  of  the  Infirmary  Cottage  Homes,  Marston 
Green,  Night  Superintendent  at  Lambeth  Infirmary, 
and  Home  Sister  at  Wingrove  Hospital,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne.  She  has  done  war  nursing  as  a  member  of 
Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Nursing  Service  Reserve, 
and  is  a  certified  midwife. 


THE    PASSING     BELL. 

Found  Drowned. 

Evidence  suggesting  that  she  threw  herself  into  the 
Thames  off  Waterloo  Bridge  was  given  at  the  inquest 
on  Monday  on  Miss  Thyra  Pound,  19,  a  probationer 
nurse  at  the  Children's  Hospital,  Great  Ormond  Street, 
whose  body  was  found  in  the  river  near  Bermondsey,  on 
Sunday.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "  Found 
drowned." 

Miss  Pound  mysteriously  disappeared  on  January 
1 6th. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Pound,  a  brother,  of  Kingstone  House, 
.\shbury,  Berkshire,  said  his  sister  went  to  the  hospital 
in  November.  The  family  had  only  heard  from  her 
twice.     A  Mr.  Lawler  was  morally  her  guardian. 

The  Coroner  :  What  do  you  mean  by  morally  ? — He 
stepped  in  the  breach  in  the  absence  of  her  father.  He 
was  a  guardian  to  all  of  us. 

Mr.  Pound  said  there  was  no  reason  why  his  sister 
should  take  her  life. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Lawler,  an  engineer,  said  he  had  known  the 
family  for  more  than  40  years.  He  did  not  see  Miss 
Pound  after  she  came  to  London. 

George  Evans,  of  Bruce  House,  Drury  Lane,  said 
that  about  7.50  p.m.  on  January  17th  he  noticed  a  very 
tall  girl  who  was  going  over  Waterloo  Bridge  pass  the 
third  parapet,  turn,  stoop,  and  run  into  the  recess. 
His  common  sense  told  him  she  must  have  gone  over 
the  bridge.  "  I  might  have  taken  a  chance  of  going 
over  the  bridge,  but  I  was  hungry,"  he  added.  He  did 
not  see  anyone  actually  go  over  the  bridge,  but  after- 
wards he  heard  splashing  as  though  someone  was 
struggling. 
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LABOUR  MEMBERS  AND  THE  GENERAL 
NURSING  COUNCIL. 


UNCONSTITUTIONAL     METHODS. 

In  the  House  of  Commons  on  February  27th, 
three  questions  put  to  the  Minister  of  Health  in 
regard  to  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales,  received  a  written  answer  from  the 
Minister. 

Questions. 

Mr.  Alfred  Davies  (Chtheroe)  asked  the 
Minister  of  Health  whether  he  promised  to  sanc- 
tion the  new  rule  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
before  it  was  passed  by  the  Council  on  the  17th 
instant ;  and,  if  not,  can  he  explain  why  the 
chairman  of  the  Council  instantly  convened  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Council  for  the  24th  instant 
to  carry  the  new  rule  into  effect,  thereby  assuming 
that  sanction  was  assured  ? 

Mr.    Ha  yd  ay    asked    the    Minister    of    Health 
whether    he   is    aware   of   the   wide-spread    com- 
plaints regarding  the  treatment  by  many  hospital 
matrons   of   the   overworked   nurses   under   their 
control ;   and  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
new  rule  passed  by  the  General  Nursing  Council 
would  tend  to  give  the  matrons  on  the  General 
Nursing    Council    even    greater,     because    more 
unrestrained,    powers    over    the    working    nurses 
of   the    Kingdom   who   become   registered    under 
the  Act,  he  will  withhold  his  sanction  of  the  rule  ? 
Mr.    Grundy    asked    the   Minister    of    Health 
whether  he   has  received   a  rule   passed   by  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales 
on  the  17th  instant,  which  rescinds  a  rule  only 
laid  before  this  House  last  November  ;    whether 
this  new  rule  provided  for  the  dissolution  of  the 
committees  of  the  Council  which  the  existing  rule 
arranged  should  continue  to  act  until  the  present 
Council     was    dissolved     not    later     than     next 
December  ;    whether  he  is  aware  of  the  allegation 
that  the   new  rule  was  passed  by  the  votes  of 
matrons    of    hospitals    and    other    employers    of 
nurses   with   the    object    of   excluding   from   the 
committees  of  the  Council  those  representatives 
of    working    nurses    who    have    been    frequently 
compelled  to  criticise  and  oppose  proposals  which 
,  would   have    been   injurious   to   the   interests    of 
working   nurses  ;     and   whether,   in   view   of   the 
necessity  of  maintaining  direct  representation  of 
working  nurses,  he  will  withhold  liis  sanction  to 
the  proposed  new  rule  until  it  has  been  laid  upon 
the  Table  of  this  House  for  consideration  ? 

Answer. 
Sir  a.  Mond  :  The  Chairman  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  consulted  me  as  to  these  Amend- 
ments, and  I  informed  him  that  I  was  prepaired  to 
sanction  any  rules  consistent  with  the  Act  which 
the  Council  thought  necessary  to  speed  up  regis- 
tration and  to  secure  an  adequate  electorate 
before  the  first  elections  to  the  Council  are  required 
by  the  Act  to  be  held.  These  rules  already 
provide  for  the  annual  re-election  of  committees 


in  the  second  and  subsequent  Councils,  and  the 
extension  of  this  provision  to  the  present  Council 
is  in  accordance  with  the  usual  practice  of  similar 
bodies.  The  Council  consider  that  a  reconstitution 
of  existing  committees  will  expedite  the  formation 
of  the  register,  and  the  experience  of  the  last  six 
months  leads  me  to  share  their  view.  I  strongly 
deprecate  the  suggestion  that  the  matrons  on  the 
Council  represent  the  interests  of  the  emploj'-ers, 
or  that  they  are  any  less  solicitous  than  other 
nurses  for  the  welfare  of  the  nursing  profession, 
and  I  see  no  reason  whatever  for  thinking  that 
the  new  rule  will  be  detrimental  to  the  interests 
of  working  nurses. 


It  would  be  interesting  to  know  upon  what 
data  Sir  Alfred  .Alond  has  been  induced  to  form 
a  judgment  on  the  question  of  "  speeding  up 
registration,"  and  if  he  has  been  informed  that 
Application  Forms  from  Nurses  have  been  held 
up  in  the  office  through  lack  of  organisation,  for 
two  to  three  months  before  the  reference  papers 
have  been  issued,  and  that  Certificates  granted 
to  Nurses  by  the  Council  in  September  were  not 
ready  for  signature  until  the  end  of  January  ? 
Moreover,  that  through  the  "  strike  "  the  Nurses' 
"  interests  "  were  ignored  for  ten  weeks  !  We 
fear  the  working  Nurses  will  not  be  content  in 
the  future  to  pay  the  crushing  first-class  expenses 
of  Council  meetings  (anything  from  ;^5o  to  /ju)  if 
the  business  is  already  cut  and  dried  outside 
between  certain  members  and  the  Ministry.  Such 
methods  of  business  are  entirely  unconstitutional, 
and  are  an  insult  to  members  of  a  Statutory  Body. 


COMING     EVENTS. 

March  ^th. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  :  London  Tem- 
perance Hospital  Nurses'  League  Dramatic  Enter- 
tainment.    8.15  p.m. 

March  loth. — Registered  Nurs^'  ParUamentary 
Council ;  Pubhc  Meeting  to  enter  Protests  (i) 
against  the  conduct  of  the  members  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  who.  by  absenting  themselves 
from  the  performance  of  their  pubUc  duties  for 
ten  weeks,  paralysed  the  business  of  the  Council 
to  the  injury  and  discredit  of  the  Nursing  I'ro- 
fession ;  and  {2)  to  object  to  the  new  Rules  and 
Resolution  carried  by  these  members  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Council  on  February  17th  last,  and  to  invite 
the  Minister  of  Health  to  dissolve  the  Council 
so  that  the  Registered  Nurses  may  elect  repre- 
sentatives in  whom  they  have  confidence.  Chair, 
Councillor  Beatrice  Kent,  President.  11,  Chandos 
Street,  Cavendish  Square,  W.     7  p.m. 

March  ii^A.— R.B.N.A.  Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate, 
S.W.  :  Paper  by  Miss  A.  E.  Macdonald,  on  "  Men- 
tal Nursing  along  the  Lines  of  Suggestion  and 
Constructive  Thought."     3   p.m. 

March  i^rd. — Central  Midwives'  Board  : 
Monthly  Meeting,  i ,  Queen  Anne's  Gate  Buildings, 
S.W. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

COMPLICATED  ECONOMIC    CONDITIONS. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — England  is  reaping  the  bitter  fruit 
of  the  past  oppression  of  Ireland.  Her  eyes  have 
been  opened  to  this  truth,  but  will  that  make  her 
see  and  stop  the  present  insidious  form  of  tyranny 
which  threatens  to  paralyse  the  future  of  the 
nursing  profession  ? 

A  powerful  society  has  come  into  being  which, 
though  uncommercial,  partakes  of  the  nature 
of  a  Trust  or  Combine  in  its  methods  and  effects. 
It  is  supported,  no  doubt  with  good  intentions,  by 
the  majority  of  Employers  of  nurses — that  is  to 
say,  by  doctors,  matrons,  and  certain  wealthy  lay 
people.  This,  in  the  eyes  of  the  unknowing  or 
unthinking,  is  an  argument  in  its  favour,  whereas, 
it  is  there  that  the  peril  lies.  They  are  quite 
content  to  take  the  opinion  of  Sir  West-End 
Doctor,  of  Miss  Big  Hospital  Matron,  or  of  Lady 
Money  Bags,  without  enquiring  whether  there  is 
another  side  to  the  question,  and  that  is  the 
workers'  side. 

Those  who  see  into  the  future  ;  and  understand 
the  uncontrollable  force  of  vested  interests  and 
the  perilous  strength  of  monopolies  of  influence, 
will,  however,  realise  that  a  power  of  the  kind  to 
which  we  are  referring  must  be  balanced  by  inde- 
pendent bodies  and  by  freedom  of  individual 
criticism  in  the  same  way  as  political  power  in 
this  country  is,  or  should  be,  balanced. 

This  conviction  alone  has  given  endurance  and 
courage  to  the  women  who  have  devoted  their 
lives  to  the  welfare  of  nurses,  and  now  find  them- 
selves faced  with  a  determined  attempt  on  the 
part  of  one  body  to  obtain  control  of  nursing  affairs. 
A  Meeting  of  Protest  is  to  be  held  at  which  an 
explanation  of  the  present  points  at  issue  will  be 
made. 

Every  man  and  woman  who  cares  for  fair  play 
should  attend  and  hear  the  facts  and  then  help 
to  avert  the  danger  that  threatens  a  body  of 
women  who  have  served  the  pubHc  so  diligently 
that  they  have  never  had  time  to  study — -and 
therefore  do  not  understand — ^the  complicated 
economic  conditions  on  which  they  depend. 

The  public  meeting  is  to  take  place  on  March 
loth,  at  7  p.m.,  at  11,  Chandos  Street,  Cavendish 
Square,  London,  W.         j  ^m,  yours  faithfully, 

Evelyn  L.  C.  Eden. 
The  Grange,  Kingston, 
Taunton. 

A     REGISTRATION     UKASE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Editor,— ;-Miss  Mary  Burr's  anxiety  that 
the  General  Nursing  Council  is  handing  over  its 
responsibilities  to  the  Registrar  would  be  rather 


amusing  if  there  were  not  some  danger  of  other 
nurses  also  believing  it. 

In  her  letter  she  displays  but  a  partial  know- 
ledge of  the  issues  of  the  motions  to  which  she 
refers,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  points  with  which 
she  is  not  au  fait  are  really  the  ones  of  most 
importance. 

For  instance,  she  supposes  quite  erroneously 
that  the  Registrar  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
decides  who  is  to  go  on  the  State  Register,  and  it 
seems  only  fair  to  inform  her  that  she  is  mistaken. 
The  Registrar  is  merely  responsible  for  seeing 
that  each  application  conforms  to  the  re- 
quirements laid  down  by  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  admission  to  the  various  parts  of  the 
Register,  and  to  prepare  for  the  Registration 
Committee's  consideration  irregular  applications, 
and  those  which  do  not  conform  to  the  standard 
laid  down. 

In  this  manner  it  should  be  clear  that  the 
Registrar  is  acting  under  instructions  in  the  same 
way  as  any  responsible  head  of  a  Government 
department  acts,  and  is  in  no  way  responsible  for 
the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  any  candidate. 

Further,  any  application  would  be  forthcoming 
at  any  time  for  scrutiny  by  any  member  of  the 
Registration  Committee,  should  he  or  she  desire 
it,  but  the  enormous  amount  of  work  to  be  done 
in  connection  with  the  compilation  of  the  Register 
renders  it  imperative  to  save  time  as  and  when 
possible. 

If  nurses  are  dissatisfied  with  the  present  methods 
of  administering  the  Act,  they  should  use  all  their 
efforts  to  get  as  many  nurses  as  possible  to  register 
in  order  that  they  may  secure  the  representatives 
they  desire  at  the  forthcoming  election. 

May  I  point  out  to  Miss  Burr  that  the  nurses 
have  it  in  their  own  hands  to  choose  their  new 
Council,  and  it  is  in  their  own  interests  to 
encourage  nurses  to  register  and  exercise  their 
right  to  vote — not  to  discourage  them  by  destruc- 
tive criticism  based  on  an  incomplete  cognisance 
of  the  points  at  issue. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Emily  C.  Swiss 
(Member  General  Nursing  Council). 
St.  George's  Lodge, 
Bexhill. 

[We  are  of  opinion  that  Registered  Nurses  find 
nothing  "  amusing  "  in  the  present  unconstitutional 
methods  of  the  Party  in  the  General  Nursing 
Council  with  which  Miss  Swiss  associates  herself, 
and  her  reply  to  Miss  Mary  Burr  does  nothing  to 
allay  their  anxiety. 

On  referring  to  Miss  Burr's  letter,  pubUshed 
last  week,  we  think  she  has  summed  up  the 
results  of  the  trilogy  of  resolutions  calculated  to 
injure  the  work  of  the  Registration  Committee, 
very  accurately.  Miss  Cox-Davies'  Instruction  to 
the  Registration  Committee^  seconded  by  Miss 
Swiss  and  passed  by  the  Council,  is  as  follows  : — 

"  That  it  be  an  Instruction  to  the  Registration 
Committee  to  examine  only  those  cases  (applica- 
tions.— Ed.)  which  are  reported  to  them  by  the 
Registrar  as  being  doubtful,  and  that  the  Registrar 
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be  directed  to  submit  to  the  Council  through  the 
Registration  Committee,  for  their  approval,  all 
applications  which  are  clearly  in  order  and  covered 
by  previous  decisions." 

What  could  be  clearer  ?  This  unconstitutional 
Instruction  gives  the  Registrar  the  power  of 
discretion,  as  to  which  applications  she  chooses 
to  report  to  the  Registration  Committee,  and 
commands  the  Registration  Committee  to  recom- 
mend for  approval  to  the  Council  all  applications 
(of  which  it  knows  nothing)  which  are  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Registrar  in  order.  The  Committee 
is  ordered  to  examine  only  doubtful  cases  reported 
by  the  Registrar,  so  that  Miss  Swiss's  statement 
that  "  any  application  would  be  forthcoming  at 
any  time  for  scrutiny  by  any  member  of  the 
Registration  Committee "  is  not  in  accordance 
with  the  Instruction  (and  is  entirely  contrary  to 
its  intention)  as  passed  by  the  Council. 

Was  ever  a  Standing  Committee  of  a  Statutory 
Body  placed  in  a  morejuntenable  position  ?  Only 
persons  totally  devoid  of  any  sense  of  personal 
responsibility  and  self  respect  would  submit  to  it. 
—Ed.] 

THE  UNCERTAINTY  OF  THE   RULE5   FOR 
REGISTRATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — Before  I  decided  to  register 
with  the  General  Nursing  Council,  I  carefully 
studied  a  copy  of  the  Rules,  and  they  appeared 
to  me  very  just  and  fair.  Now  only  a  few  months 
after  they  have  been  signed,  and  passed  by  Parlia- 
ment T  find  from  the  reports  in  the  press,  certain 
members  of  the  Council  proposing  to  alter  them 
and  inaugurating  a  system  of  registration  under 
which  I  for  one  should  certainly  not  have  placed 
.my  name  on  the  Register.  We  were  given  to 
understand  under  Application  Form  i  that  our 
certificates  and  the  certified  copies  thereof  would  be 
carefully  scrutinised,  and  the  latter  filed  in  our 
ofl&ce  from  which  to  compile  a  correct  State  Register 
and  for  future  reference  ;  and  that  references  of 
recent  work  and  character  would  be  scrutinised 
by  members  of  the  Registration  Committee  as 
announced  in  the  press.  Now,  if  the  Minister 
signs  Dr.  Goodall's  new  Rule,  these  safeguards  may 
be  dispensed  with  and  our  Register  produced 
at  great  cost  to  ms,  will  be  quite  unreliable  and 
useless. 

Why  do  the  doctors  on  the  Council  need  to 
interfere  and  cause  confusion  in  such  a  matter  of 
organisation  ?  Surely,  they  are  there  for  educa- 
tional purposes.  But  I  find  from  the  report  of 
the  meeting  on  February  17th  that  one  doctor — 
for  a  reason  not  far  to  seek — puts  forward  this 
new  superficial  arrangement,  and  another  consid- 
ered thoroughness  "  too  costly,"  and  argued  that 
at  the  time  when  the  Medical  Acts  (sixty  years 
ago)  and  the  Dentists'  Acts  were  passed  "  everyone 
was  taken  in  at  one  fell  swoop."  Well !  we  don't 
want  all  the  V.A.D.s  and  Cottage  nurse-midwives, 
and  incompetent  women — many  of  unrehable 
character—"  swodped  "  into  our  Register  (and 
why  should  not  another  new  Rule  be  thrust  upon  us 


to  include  them  ?).  With  safeguards  removed  we 
shall  find  it  much  more  costly  to  remove  black 
sheep  than  to  systematically  inspect  documents, 
by  which  means  the  admission  of  doubtful  persons 
to  the  Register  is  avoided. 

I  most  strongly  object  to  the  Council  shuffling 
off  its  responsibiUty  in  this  connection  to  irrespon- 
sible Secretaries  of  Nurses'  Societies  who  are  not 
responsible  to  ns  or  to  Parliament,  and  for  whose 
faulty  memories  and  mistakes  we  shall  have  to 
pay.  We  are  all  well  aware  "  College  "  tactics 
have  brought  about  this  proposal,  and  I  strongly 
resent  that  preferential  arrangements  are  to  be 
made  for  its  members  to  come  on  to  the  Register 
"  with  one  fell  swoop,"  without  producing  docu- 
mentary evidence  of  their  credentials  to  the 
General  Nursing  Council.  It  makes  one  fear  that 
this  new  Rule  is  to  save  the  face  of  persons  of 
influential  social  position  who  made  a  pledge  to 
"  College  "  nurses  they  cannot  redeem  under  the 
present  Rules.  Our  Council  has  no  right  to 
condone  such  proceedings. 

This  gives  one  furiously  to  think  !  The  General 
Nursing  Council  is  a  semi-judicial  body  and  cannot 
be  too  careful  not  to  give  cause  of  offence  in  this 
connection.  It  is  only  by  strict  impartiality  that 
it  can  inspire  us  registered  nurses  with  confidence 
in  its  proceedings.  We  do  not  forget  that  it  has 
disciplinary  powers  through  which  we  may  be 
removed  from  the  Register.  The  present  Rules 
governing  the  penal  powers  are  very  carefully 
drafted  to  ensure  justice  ;  but  what  guarantee 
have  we  who  have  registered  under  them  that  they 
will  not  be  altered  at  any  moment  by  "  one  fell 
swoop  "  ?  None  ;  unless  the  Minister  of  Health 
puts  his  foot  down  and  refuses  further  tinkering 
with  the  Rules.  We  do  not  hear  of  this  policy  in 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  it  is  high  time  the  high- 
handed majority  on  the  English  Council  reahsed 
we  are  not  going  to  submit  silently  to  it  here. 
Amazing  as  it  may  seem  to  these  members,  the 
nursing  profession  does  not  regard  them  as  indis- 
pensable. 

I  am  glad  to  note  that  a  Protest  Meeting  is  to 
be  held  in  London  on  March  loth,  and  sincerely 
hope  those  present  will  not  hesitate  to  express  the 
deep  feeling  of  distrust  with  which  recent  events 
in  the  General  Nursing  Council  have  inspired  many 
real  registrationists.  Yours, 

Julia  Hurlston, 
Registered  Nurse  No.  18  {Cert.,  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital.) 

Victoria  Institute  for  Nurses,  Bournemouth. 

NOTICE. 

We  regret  that  owing  to  a  strike  in  a  certain 
section  of  the  distributing  trade  some  agents  have 
not  obtained  their  usual  supplies  of  the  B.J.N, 
for  distribution.  Readers  who  usually  obtain  their 
Journals  locally,  if  they  cannot  now  obtain  them, 
can  do  so  by  applying  direct  to  the  Press 
Printers,  Ltd.,  69,  Long  Acre,  W.C.2. 

OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTION. 

March  xSth. — Describe  the  hygiene  of  ventilation 
as  applied  to  the  sick  room  and  hospital  ward. 
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CENTRAL  MIDWIVES*  BOARD. 

A  meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives'  Board  was 
held  at  the  Board  Room  ,1,  Queen  Anne's  Gate 
Buildings,  Westminster,  on  February  23rd,  Sir 
Francis  Champneys,  Bart.,  Cliairman  of  the 
Board,    presiding. 

Correspondence,      , 

Letters  were  received  notifying  the  re-election 
of  the  following  members  of  the  Board  as  the 
representatives  of  the  bodies  named  : — 

The  Royal  College  of  Physicians  :  Sir  Francis 
Champneys,   Bart.,   M.P.,   F.R.C.P. 

The  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England : 
Mr.  Walter  Spencer  Anderson  Griffith,  C.B.E., 
M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  F.R.C.S. 

The  County  Councils  Association  :  Mr,  Leonard 
Henry  West,  O.B.E.,  LL.D. 

The  Incorporated  Midwives'  Institute :  Mr. 
John  Shields  Fairbairn,  M.B.,  F.R.C.P.,-  F.R.C.S.  ; 
Miss  Mabelle  Elizabeth  Pearson ;  and  Miss  Anna 
Albertina  Isabella  Pollard. 

Report  of  Standing  Committee, 

Letters  were  received  from  the  Town  Clerks  of 
Bristol,  Portsmouth,  Stoke-on-Trent,  and  West 
Ham,  stating  that  their  respective  authorities 
support  the  action  of  the  Manchester  City  Council 
in  objecting  to  the  carrying  and  administration  by 
midwives  of  preparations  containing  opium.  It 
was  resolved  to  send  to  these  authorities  a  copy  of 
the  Resolution  on  this  question  passed  by  the 
Board  at  its  meeting  on  November  17th,  1921. 

Applications. 

The  following  applications  were  granted  : — 

For  Approval  as  Lecturer. — Frank  Gregoire 
Proudfoot,  M.D.  ;  Frederick  Everard  Row, 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P,  ;  and  WilUam  Duncan  Stur- 
rock,   M.D. 

For  Approval  as  Teacher. — ^Midwives  EHzabeth 
Alletta  Clark-Kennedy  (No.  47,150),  Mary  Pick- 
avance  (No.  47,369),  Gertrude  Ameha  Swift 
(No.  26,946),  and  Frances  Annie  Wood  (No. 
33.295)  ;  and  the  apphcation  of  Midwife  Bertha 
Agnes  Taylor  (No.  52,013),  subject  to  conditions. 

The  Secretary  reported  that,  in  conformity  with 
the  Board's  Resolutions  of  July  25th,  191 8,  and 
October  14th,  1920,  he  had  placed  on  the  Roll 
the  names  of  the  following  women  holding  a 
Certificate  of  having  passed  the  Examination 
of  the  Central  Midwives'  Board  for  Scotland  or 
the  Central  Midwives'  Board  for  ^Ireland,  as  the 
case  may  be  :  Annie  Mary  Kelly  (No.  56,153), 
Annie  Pearson  McBeath  Laing  (No.  56,154),  and 
Margaret  Sutherland  Swanson   (No.   56,155). 

Applications  for  Voluntary  Removal  of  Name 
from  the  Roll. — Applications  were  received  from 
twelve  women   for  the   removal   of  their   names 


from  the  Roll  on  the  grounds  specified.  The 
Secretary  was  directed  to  remove  their  names 
from  the  Roll,  and  in  eleven  instances  to  cancel 
their  certificates.  In  the  twelfth  case  the  Board 
accepted  a  declaration  made  by  the  midwife 
before  a  registered  medical  practitioner  stating  her 
inability  to  send  in  her  certificate  owing  to  the 
fact  that  it  had  been  destroyed. 


THE  MIDWIVES  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1918, 

IN    ITS    APPLICATION    TO    NORTHERN 

IRELAND. 

The  following  Order  in  Council  was  made  on 
January  31st,  and  published  in  the  London  Gazette 
of  February  3rd  : — 

The  Midwives  (Ireland)  Act,  1918,  in  its  applica- 
tion to  Northern  Ireland  shall  have  effect  with 
the  following  adaptations  : — 

(a)  references  to  the  Privy  Council  shall  be 
construed  as  references  to  the  Privy  Council  of 
Ireland  ;  the  reference  to  the  Lord  President  of 
the  Council  shall  be  construed  as  a  reference 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant ;  and  references  to  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  and  to  the  Midwives  Roll 
shall,  respectively,  be  construed  as  references  to 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Northern  Ireland 
and  to  the  Midwives  Roll  for  Northern  Ireland  ; 

(&)  in  section  three  references  to  Ireland  shall 
be  construed  as  references  to  Northern  Ireland  ; 
and  the  reference  to  DubUn  shall  be  construed  as  a 
reference  to  Belfast ;  and  in  sub-section  (i)  of 
the  same  section  "  After  the  first  day  of  December, 
1 92 1,"  shall  be  substituted  for  "On  the  passing 
of  this  Act  "  ;  "  two  "  shall  be  substituted  for 
"  three,"  "  one  shall  be  substituted  for  "  two," 
"  two  registered  medical  practitioners  "  shall  be 
substituted  for  "  four  registered  medical  practi- 
tioners," and  "  three  women  "  shall  be  substituted 
for  "  four  women  "  ; 

(c)  every  woman  who  immediately  before  the 
appointed  day  is  certified  under  the  said  Act  shall 
in  Northern  Ireland  be  deemed  ^  to  ^  have  been 
certified  under  and  for  the  purpose  of  the  said 
Act  in  its  application  to  Northern  Ireland. 


THE  TREASURE  COT. 

The  Treasure  Cot  Co.,  whose  speciaUties  are 
so  well  known  to  and  appreciated  by  our  readers, 
have  now  removed  to  larger  and  more  accessible 
premises  at  No.  103,  Oxford  Street,  London 
(nearly  opposite  Bourne  &  Hollingsworth),  There 
are  extensive  showrooms  on  the  first  and  second 
floors  and  a  beautiful  display  of  articles  dear  to  the 
heart  of  every  mother,  and  suitable  for  Baby  and 
the  Nursery.  Nurses  and  Midwives  should  make 
a  point  of  inspecting  them. 
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THE    STUDY    OF   THE    MIND. 

It  is  surprising  how  little  a  nurse  trained 
only  in  a  general  hospital  knows  about  mental 
disease,  how  little  indeed  she  knows  of  the 
mind  itself,  and  yet  that  knowledge  is  of 
supreme  importance  to  her.  In  this  connec- 
tion a  lecture  on  "  Association  of  Ideas, 
Recognition,  and  Memory,"  delivered  at  the 
Royal  Society  of  Arts  by  Dr.  R.  G.  Rows, 
Director  of  the  Section  of  Mental  Illnesses  at 
the  Tooting  Neurological  Hospital,  and  re- 
ported in  the  lancet,  is  both  interesting  and 
instructive. 

The  lecture  was  one  of  a  series  organised 
by  the  People's  League  of  Health,  on  "  The 
Mind,  and  what  we  ought  to  know  about  it." 
In  this  connection  Dr.  Roavs  opyened  his 
address  on  a  hopeful  note  by  saying  that  the 
9  dread  which  came  upon  those  who  found  them- 
selves suffering  from  mental  disability  was 
largely  based  on  ignorance,  and  the  exj>eri- 
ences  of  the  last  few  years  had  sihown  that 
mental  illness,  if  taken  in  the  earlier  stages 
and  treated  on  modern  lines,  was  extremely 
tractable.  Modern  teaching  is  based  not 
merely  on  psychological  investigations,  and 
Dr.  Rows  considers  that,  in  future,  advances 
in  our  knowledge  will  come  from  the  study  of 
the  physiology  of  the  nervous  system  gener- 
ally, and  the  relations  of  the  organs  of  the 
body  to  that  system.  From  the  nursing  point 
of  view  this  shows  the  importance  of  such 
study  if,  as  a  profession,  we  are  to  do  the 
best  for  our  patients  whether  as  general  or  as 
mental  nurses,  and  points  to  the  desirability 
of  affiliated  training  in  these  two  branches. 


The  lecturer  pointed  out  that  in  response  to 
a  stimulus  there  was  always  a  tendency  to 
react,  but  the  same  stimulus  did  not  always 
lead  to  the  same  reaction.  If  there  was  a  real 
desire  to  do  a  certain  thing  a  stimulus  would 
lead  in  one  direction ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  the 
thing  required  to  be  done  was  irksome,  the 
stimulus  would  act  in  an  opposite  direction. 
In  the  primitive  nervous  system  of  the  lower 
organisms,  although  they  reacted  to  a  stimu- 
lus, there  was  practically  little  choice,  and  this 
was  to  a  considerable  extent  true  of  the  human 
young.  At  birth  the  child  had  not  much  choice 
but  that  of  hunger  and  other  physical  condi- 
tions. If  those  conditions  were  satisfied,  and 
led  to  sleep,  nothing  much  else  happened ;  but 
gradually,  by  repetition  of  stimuli  from  the 
external  world,  the  horizon  of  the  child  was 
widened,  and  it  was  possible  to  watch  the 
gradual  awakening  of  its  mental  activit}'. 

The  lecturer  said  that,  in  order  to  have  a 
clear  conception  of  a  thing,  all  stimuli  having 
nothing  to  do  with  that  thing  must  be  kept 
out  of  consciousness,  or,  in  other  words, 
attention  must  be  given.  Mental  activity  was 
largely  dependent  upon  the  healthy  state  of 
our  bodily  organs,  and  the  influence  of  the 
mind  on  the  body  must  also  be  recognised. 
In  analysing  a  stimulus  it  would  be  found  that 
there  were  three  factors  inseparably  associated 
in  the  process  of  our  reaction  to  it — the  intel- 
lectual, the  emotional,  and  the  physical.  .  .  . 
The  emotional  factor  was  not  sufficiently  re- 
cognised. 

The  study  of  the  mind,  Dr.  Rows  concluded, 
would  make  life  more  easy  for  us  and  more 
interesting,  in  that  we  should  have  'a  greater 
mental  content  to  serve  us  in  carrying  on  our 
fight  against  the  difficulties  which  surrounded 
the  beginning  of  life. 
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PRACTICAL    PSYCHOLOGY. 


THOUGHT     VIBRATION. 

The  Self,  sometimes  referred  to  as  the  Con- 
sciousness, or  the  Thinker,  is  threefold  in  his 
capaoity  as  the  one  who  Thinks,  Wills  and 
Acts,  never  dividing-  the  capacity  but  focussing" 
in  now^  one,  now  another,  of  these  three  modes 
of  manifestation,  each,  having^  its  own  special 
matter  in  which  to  vibrate.  This  difference  in 
matter  is  only  that  of  the  degree  of  rarity  or 
the  extent  to  which  the  matter  is  sub-divided, 
for  all  known  matter  is  essentially  the  same 
differing  only  in  the  extent  of  its  suib-division 
and  the  rapidity  of  its  vibration. 

Consciousness  consists  of  the  alternating 
assertion  and  negfation,  "  I  am  this,"  *'  I  am 
not  this."  Thus  its  motion  in  matter  is  an 
alternate  attracting  and  repelling,  rhythmic 
movements,  oscillations,  which  are  called  vibra- 
tions. A  passing  thougfht  of  the  Self  causes 
a  quiver  of  consciousness,  and,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  thought,  it  draws  fresh:  par- 
ticles of  mind-stuff  into  the  mental  body  and 
shakes  out  other  particles.  If  the  thought  be 
a  strong  one  all  the  surrounding  matter  is 
thrown  into  waves,  carrying  the  thought  out- 
wards so  that  it  affects  other  mental  bodies, 
and  throug-b  them  the  thought  reaches  other 
consciousnesses. 

Perhaps  the  vibraitions  in  mind-stuff  may  be 
more  easily  understood  if  we  consider  some 
other  modes  of  vibration  in  ether.  One  of  the 
simplest  instances  of  vibration  known  to  us  is 
that  set  up  in  solid  matter  by  heavy  road  traffic, 
which,  passing"  at  a  distance  of  a  hundred  yards 
or  more,  will  set  the  contents  of  our  houses 
jarring. 

I  remember  as  a  child  noticing  a  responding 
note  which:  always  sounded  out  clearly  from  the 
lustres  of  a  chandelier  when  a  certain  key  was 
struck  on  thei  piano.  Drawing  the  attention  of 
my  wise  old  music-master  to  this,  I  received 
from  him  my  first  lesson  in  etheric  vibrations, 
those  concerning  sound  being  known  as 
acoustics.  By  touching  other  keys  he  demon- 
strated how  certain  objects  in  the  room,  being 
in  sympathy  with;  the  vibration,  responded 
audibly.  By  this  illustration  any  intelligent 
child  could  be  enabled  to  comprehend  something 
of  the  action  of  any  set  of  vibrations  or  modes 
of  motion  in  ether — light,  heat,  electricity,  and 
so  on.  Incidentally,  the  prism  of  a  lustre  serves 
as  a  good  illustration  of  the  white  light  which 
contains  all  coJouirs  in  itself,  and  which  forms 
an  analogy  for  a  well-developed  mental  body. 

The  fall  of  the  walls  of  Jericho  when  a  special 


note  was  shouted  by  the  Israelites  in  unison — 
the  angel  having  revealed  to  Joshua  the  note 
which  would  shatter  the  walls: — illustrates  the 
power  of  sound  vibrations  scientifically  applied. 
We  most  of  us  know  of  the  necessity  for  break- 
ing step  by  soldiers  when  crossing-  a  bridge, 
as  otherwise  the  regular  vibrations  set  up  in 
the  metal  would  cause  it  to  tly  into  pieces.  The 
process  of  vibratory  activity  may  often  be  seen 
in  nature.  A  flame  is  a  centre  of  activity  in 
ether  which  we  call  heat.  These  heat  waves 
travel  outwards,  stirring  the  surrounding  ether 
into  similar  activity,  passing  it  on  into  the 
ether  in  adjacent  iron  or  brick,  which  then 
becomes  hot. 

Wireless  telegraphy  and  the  wireless  tele- 
phone will  serve  to  explain  the  mystery  of 
thought  transmission  over  great  distances. 

Fifty  years  ago  an  atom  of  matter  was  be- 
lieved to  'be  the  last  sub-division  of  that 
matter.  But  we  know  now  that  the  atom  is 
composed  of  electrons  or  negatively  electrified 
particles  attached  to  central  charges  of  positive 
electricity.  A  great  scientist  has  likened  the 
construction  of  the  atom  to  a  building  the  size 
of  a  church  in  which  a  thousand  full  stops — 
electrons — are  in  perpetual  motion.  All  life 
and  health  is  rhythmic  motion  of  atoms  of 
matter;  irregular  motion,  without  rhythm,  is 
disease  and  death.  There  is  a  teaching  that 
mental  tasks  which;  are  rhythmic — such  as  the 
learning  of  nursery  rhymes: — are  particularly 
beneficial  to  the  physical  health  and  the  health 
of  the  mental  body  of  a  ch:ild.  Probably  it  is 
the  rhythm  of  dancing  that  constitutes  its 
health-giving"  properties. 

Some  psycholog"ists  state  that  all  thought 
rests  on  sensation.  Others  take  the  opposite 
extreme  and  regard  thougfht  as  inherent  in  the 
Self.  Both  views  are  partly  true,  and  meet  at 
a  point  which  contains  the  whole  truth,  namely, 
that,  receiving  sensation  by  means  of  impact 
from,  without,  the  Self  is  awakened,  and  without 
such  impact  he  would  remain  asleep.  By  ex- 
periencing sensation  perception  is  aroused  and 
the  outcome  of  the  two  is  the  beginning  of 
thought;  to  put  it  into  the  ordinary  meta- 
physical terms — the  perception  of  a  Not-Self 
as  the  cause  of  certain  sensations  in  the  Self  is 
the  beginning  of  cognition.  This  process  of 
the  development  of  thought  can  easily  be 
observed  in  the  infant. 

Thei  mind  has  been  compared  to  a  mirror  in 
which  are  reflected  the  imag-es  of  all  objects 
placed  before  it.  But  the  analogy  is  not  per- 
fect, as  the  Self  knows  the  outer  world  through 
the  reproduction,  not  reflection,  of  the  object 
in    his   mind,    actually    shaped    in    mindi-stuff. 
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The  nature  of  the  pictures  reflected  in  the 
mental  body  from  external  objects  or  thoug-hts 
closely  resembles  the  impressions  made  on  a 
sensitive  plate  by  the  etheric  waves  which  lie 
beyond  the  ligrht  spectrum,  and  which  act 
chemically  on  the  silver  salts,  rearrang-ing-  the 
matter  on  the  plate  so  asi  to  form  pictures  on 
it  of  the  objects  to  which  it  has  been  exposed. 
When  the  Self  perceives  the  pictures  made  on 
the  sensitive  plate  of  his  mind,  whose  presence 
is  revealed  to  him  by  his  own  responsive  vibra- 
tions, he  studies  them,  and  then  modifies  them 
by  sending-  out  his  own  vibrations.  This  is 
Knowledgfe,  the  relation  between  the  Knower 
and  the  Known.  Concrete  thinking  consists  in 
the  attention  of  the  Self  being-  consciously 
turned  on  to  thoug-ht  imag-es  over  whichi  he  is 
actively  concerned.  All  the  above  refers  to  the 
concrete  or  brain  mind  only. 

If  any  ask  wherein  lies  the  usefulness  of  in- 
vestig-ating  the  mystery  of  thoug-ht,  the  answer 
is  :  Thoug-ht  is  the  great  moulding-  and  build- 
ing- pow^er  of  the  universe ;  its  rigfht  purpose  is 
the  helpingf  of  the  world  ;  and  the  true  end  of 
wisdom  is  to  put  an  end  to  pain. 

M,    M.    G.    BlELBY. 


THE  ISLA  STEWART  MEWORIAL  FUND. 


A  meeting  of  the  Isla  Stewart  Memorial  Fund 
Committee  was  held  at  431,  Oxford  Street,  on 
Saturday  morning  last,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  in 
the  Chair.  Mrs.  Shuter  (the  Hon.  Secretary) 
presented   a   very  satisfactory   report. 

A  proposal  was  brought  before  the  Committee 
•  from  the  National  Council  of  Trained  Nurses, 
inviting  the  Committee  to  consider  sending  an 
Isla  Stewart  Delegate  to  the  interim  meeting  of 
the  International  Council  of  Nurses  to  be  held 
at  Copenhagen  from  May  22  nd  to  24th,  who 
would  rank  as  one  of  the  Official  Delegates  of  the 
National  Council  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland — 
at  the  Conference  and  Social  Functions — and  be 
the  guest  of  the  Danish  Council  of  Nurses  for  the 
three  days  of  the  International  Meeting. 

The  Committee,  realising  the  very  deep  interest 
the  late  Miss  Isla  Stewart — who  helped  to  found 
the  International  Council— always  took  in  its 
work,  and  the  high  value  she  set  on  the  educative 
effect  of  international  communion,  decided  to 
send  a  delegate  and  made  a  grant  of  £25  towards 
expenses. 

It  was  agreed  to  invite  Miss  Helen  Pearse 
(Superintendent,  London  County  Council  School 
Nurses)  to  attend  the  Conference,  and  Miss  Pearse, 
who  was  present,  intimated  her  great  pleasure  in 
accepting  the  invitation,  subject  to  leave  being 
granted  for  the  purpose. 


NURSING    ECHOES. 

Councillor  Beatrice  Kent  hopes  that  nurses 
will  attend  the  Meeting-  to  be  held  on  Friday, 
loth  inst.,  at  7  p.m.,  at  11,  Chandos  Street, 
Cavendish  Square,  W.,  and  show  their  interest 
in  the  important  questions  under  discussion — 
the  present  attitude  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  towards  the  Nursing-  Profession,  and 
the  dang-er  to  it  of  the  Council's  policy. 

We  deeply  reg-ret  to  have  to  inform  the  pro- 
fession that  the  Minister  of  Healthi  has  ap- 
proved and  sig-ned  the  two  new  Rules  passed 
by  the  General  Nursing-  Council  on  February 
17th,  (i)  providing-  for  the  reg-istration  of 
nurses  without  their  presenting-  orig^inal  cer- 
tificates or  even  a  certified  copy  of  same,  and 
(2)  dissolving"  all  the  Standing-  Committees 
only  nine  months  before  their  term  expires, 
and  thus  enabling*  the  majority  on  the  Council 
to  penalise  those  colleagues  to  whose  opinions 
they  object  by  removing^  them  from  office. 
These  Rules  were,  according-  to  the  Nurses' 
Reg-istration  Act,  laid  before  each  House  of 
Parliament  on  Monday,  March  6th,  and  must 
lie  upon  the  Table  for  twenty-one  days,  during^ 
which  time  an  Address  may  be  presented  to 
His  Majesty  by  either  House  of  Parliament 
praying"  that  the  Rule  may  be  annulled  or  modi- 
fied. His  Majesty  in  Council  may  annul  or 
modify  the  Rule,  and,  if  annulled,  it  shall 
thenceforth  be  void,  and,  if  modified,  it  shall 
henceforth  have  effect  as  modified,  but  without 
prejudice  to  the  validity  of  anything"  previously 
done  thereunder. 

As  these  Rules,  especially  the  first,  are  cal- 
culated to  so  seriously  depreciate  the  value  of 
Registration  to  the  nurses  and  the  public  that 
the  Reg-ister  will  be  practically  useless,  the 
Reg-istered  Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council 
has  decided  to  press  the  House  of  Commons 
to  present  an  Address  to  His  Majesty  in 
Council  praying"  that  these  new  Rules  may  be 
annulled'. 

Councillor  Beatrice  Kent,  the  President  cf 
the  Reg-istered  Nurses'  Parliamentary  CoimcU, 
will  g-ratefully  receive  subscriptions  towards 
meeting"  the  expenses  of  the  action  of  the 
Council  in  attempting"  to  secure  justice  for 
nurses.  Subscriptions  may  be  sent  to  the  Hon. 
Secretary,  R.N.P.C.,  at  431,  Oxford  Street, 
London,  W.  i,  and  the  sooner  the  better. 

The  interesting  correspondence  on  "  The 
Profession  of  Nursing-"  still  continues  to  flow 
in  the  Guardian  and  the  two  schools  to  advo- 
cate their  beliefs.     With  one  all  is  perfect  in 
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our  hospitals  and  nursing  schools ;  the  other 
presents  a  very  gloomy  picture. 

Everyone  appears  surprised  that  with  the 
limelight  turned  off  the:  ubiquitous  V.A.D.s  have 
vanished,  and  that  after  all  their  protestations 
of  patriotism,  drudgery  for  sick  humanity 
(apairt  from  flitting  around  our  military  heroes) 
was  not  their  objective  !  We  need  not  regret 
this,  as  the  type  of  woman  who  rushed  into 
"  nursing  "  at  the  sound  of  the  reveille,  after 
neglecting  the  call  of  humanity,  including  sick 
women  and  children,  before  the  outbreak  of 
war,  was  not  the  type  best  suited  to  attain 
success  in  a  profession  which  above  all  things 
needs  sustained  effort  and  forgetfulness  of  self. 


We  are  pleased  to  note  Miss  Grace  Gordon 
advocating  the  necessity  of  preliminary  train- 
ing for  would-be  probationers.  We  may  hope 
the  G.N.C.  will  push  this  most  indispensable 
item  in  its  curriculum  when  fully  defined.  This 
Journal  has  been  advocating  Central  Prelimi- 
nary Schools  of  Nursing  for  the  past  25  years, 
to  help  groups  of  hospitals  which  are  not  suffi- 
ciently large  and  self-contained  to  maintain  a 
Preliminary  School  for  themselves. 


GOOD  NEWS  FOR  CERTIFICATED 
NURSES. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  at  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  we  are  officially  informed  that  the 
Minister  of  Health  has  approved  and  signed 
the  Amended  First  Schedule  to  the  Rules 
framed  by  the  Generail  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales,  providing  that  in  the 
Qualifications  column  of  the  published  Register 
the  Certificate  of  training  shall  be  recorded, 
also  the  dates  of  obtaining  such  qualification 
and  the  hospital  or  hospitails  in  which  such 
qualifying  training  has  been  received. 

This  is  good  news  indeed,  and  will  relieve 
thousands  of  highly  trained  nurses  of  the  deep 
anxiety  they  naturally  experienced  upon  learn- 
ing that  a  Resolution  had  been  proposed  by  a 
member  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  that 
the  documentary  evidence  of  their  proficiency, 
the  Certificates  awarded  to  them  after  sys- 
tematic training  and  examination,  should  be 
omitted  from  the  State  Register. 

We  sincerely  congratulate  our  colleagues 
upon  the  result  of  this  most  unnecessary  con- 
troversy, and  beg  to  thank  the  Minister  of 
Health,  upon  their  behalf  for  his  wise  and  sym- 
pathetic decision  in  the  matter.  We  advise 
nurses  now  to  look  foirward  and  avail  them- 
selves of  the  privilege  of  State  Registration. 
They  will  then  be  in  a  position  to  insist  upon 
just  professional  conditions  in  the  future. 


THE   MATRONS'   COUNCIL  OF  GREAT 
BRITAIN  AND   IRELAND. 

AT  THE  LONDON  TEMPERANCE  HOSPITAL, 

{Concluded  from  page  136.) 
The  Illicit  Traffic  in  Opium. 

Miss  La  Motte,  speaking 
on  the  28thult.ontheI  llicit 
Traffic  in  Opium,  and  her 
experiences  of  its  results 
in  America,  said  that  they 
had  splendid  laws  there 
controlling  the  sale  of 
drugs  ;  nevertheless,  when 
a  report  was  compiled  in 
1 91 9  it  showed  that 
America  had  by  far  the 
largest  number  of  drugs- 
takers  compared  with 
Italy,  Germany,  and 
France,  a  condition  due 
to  violation  of  the  law. 
It  was  decided  in  one 
place  to  open  a  clinic  for 
the  treatment  of  opium  addicts.  Within  two  or 
three  hours  they  had  1,500  people  there  clamouring 
like  mad.  With  most  of  them  their  dose  of 
morphia  was  overdue. 

It  was  conclusively  proved  that  the  medical 
profession  in  America  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
drug-forming  habit.  It  was  usually  contracted 
when  quite  young,  half  of  the  addicts  being  under 
20  years  of  age.  Its  victims  were  reached  by 
pedlars  working  in  connection  with  an  inter- 
national ring  of  drug  dealers,  which  had  ramifica- 
tions in  every  city.  The  doses  taken  by  addicts 
might  be  15,  30,  60,  125  grains  in  the  24  hours. 
The  traffic  was  a  most  profitable  one.  A  grain  of 
opium  cost  about  5  cents,  and  might  be  sold  for 
several  dollars. 

The  way  in  which  the  habit  was  frequently 
established  was  by  the  pedlars  standing  at  the 
gates  of  factories  as  the  workers  came  out.  At 
first  they  gave  their  victims  a  pinch  of  the  drug 
free.  The  third  time  they  were  put  in  touch  with 
the  international  ring. 

Miss  La  Motte  thought  there  was  no  such  thing 
as  a  certain  cure.  According  to  the  laws  in  the 
United  States  of  America  the  drug  was  given  to 
those  under  treatment  in  diminishing  doses  until 
they  got  to  the  irreducible  minimum.  But  then 
the  addicts  went  elsewhere.  Thus  it  had'  been 
ascertained  that  of  patients  treated  in  hospital  at 
Manhattan  for  three  or  four  weeks,  90  per  cent, 
lapsed  within  24  hours  of  their  discharge. 

Many  cities  had  narcotic  squads  to  deal  with 
the  pedlars,  but  one  captain  had  said  that  they 
could  do  practically  nothing.  For  one  gang  that 
was  caught,  there  were  99  which  were  not  caught. 
Discharged  patients  could  not  be  cured  in  their 
own  environment,  because  they  were  known  there. 
The  country  was  honeycombed  with  the  pedlars 
of  the  international  ring,  and  they  were  tempted 
every  minute. 

Many  people  had  never  heard  of  this  drug  trade, 
but  those  who  knew  of  it,  and  watched  the  news- 
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papers,  would  see  that  almost  every  day  a  pedlar 
was  taken.  They  arrived  at  results  wliich  were 
quite  staggering. 

Opium  was  manufactured  mainly  in  India.  Its 
manufacture  was  a  monopoly,  and  every  cent  of 
profit  went  to  the  Government,  and  it  encouraged 
the  cultivation  of  poppies,  which  were  sent  to  the 
Government  factories.  About  5  tons  of  opium 
would  supply  the  legitimate  trade  annually ; 
1,300  tons  were  exported,  the  opium  being  dis- 
posed of  by  the  Government  through  auction  sales. 
Miss  La  Motte  emphasised  the  fact  that  it  is  the 
producer  who  sets  the  pace.  They  might,  and 
did,  have  excellent  laws  as  to  the  sale  of  dangerous 
drugs  in  America.  These  controlled  the  legitimate 
sale,  the  rest  of  the  opium  was  sold  by  the  under- 
ground practice,  which  was  possible  because  of 
over-production — production  carried  on  in  the 
name  of  the  British  Government. 

In  India  alone  there  were  1 7,000  drug  shops.  In 
Hong  Kong  the  Government  sold  the  privilege  of 
keeping  opium  dens  to  the  liighest  bidder.  Two 
other  countries  produced  opium — Persia  and 
Turkey — but  Great  Britain  set  the  pace. 

The  revenue  from  the  opium  trade  was  extremely 
high.  In  Singapore  50  per  cent,  was  derived  from 
it. 

Miss  La  Motte  begged  her  hearers  to  use  their 
influence  to  get  over-production  stopped.  The 
only  way  wcis  to  go  straight  to  the  source.  In 
America  they  were  helpless  because  they  could  not 
control  the  supply.  From  Mexico  and  from 
Canada  smugglers  entered  the  country,  and  they 
felt  badly  about  it.  But  the  British  were  not 
helpless.  She  pleaded  for  the  co-operation  of  this 
country  with  America  in  the  suppression  of  the 
trade. 

She  spoke  of  a  meeting  which  is  to  be  held  in 
the  Central  Hall,  Westminster,  on  April  5th,  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  information  concerning 
which  can  be  obtained  from  Rev.  E.  J.  Dukes,  2, 
Bethune  Avenue,  Friern  Barnet,  N.ii. 
«  Major  Rigg,  Chan-man  of  the  hospital,  said  he 

was  delighted  to  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
listening  to  Miss  La  Motte  s  address.  The  opium 
trade  was  a  blot  on  the  escutcheon  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  British  India.  No  State  had  the  right 
to  raise  its  revenue  from  the  sins  of  its  people.  It 
was  the  price  of  blood,  and  we  must  have  abso- 
lutely clean  hands,  a  point  oi  view  which  found 
wide  acceptance  Avith  the  members  of  the  Matrons' 
Council  present.  He  concluded  by  expressing 
his  pleasure  at  the  opportunity  of  saying  these 
few  words. 


In  conversation  with  Miss  La  Motte  after  her 
arresting  speech  we  incidentally  suggested  that  as 
Nurses  come  into  constant  touch  with  the  ravages 
of  the  drugging  vice,  it  might  be  a  question  to  be 
brought  before  the  International  Council  of 
Nurses.  Miss  Grace  Fairley  (Canada),  who  was 
present,  approved  this  suggestion.  As  the  Trained 
Nurses'  Association  of  India  is  affiliated  to  the 
International,  we  suggest  they  discuss  this 
"  murder  trade  "  at  their  national  meetings. 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  TRAINED  NURSES. 

The  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  N.U.T.N. 
was  held  at  12,  Buckingham  Street,  Strand,  on 
Saturday,  February  i8th,  1922,  Miss  Marsters  in 
the  Chair. 

After  the  usual  business,  a  very  interesting  dis 
cussion  took  place  on  the  position  of  nurses  under 
the  Unemployment  Insurance  Act  and  a  super- 
annuation scheme  as  an  alternative.  There  was  a 
unanimous  opinion  in  favour  of  a  superannuation 
scheme,  which  would  be  of  greater  benefit  to  nurses 
than  the  Unemployment  Insurance  Act,  the  latter 
being  totally  unsuited  to  their  requirements ; 
and  it  was  felt  that  employers  and  employed 
would  gladly  contribute  to  such  a  scheme,  though 
it  was  considered  that  the  existing  elderly  nurse 
should  not  be  overlooked  and  should  be  assisted  if 
possible.  It  was  pointed  out  that  nurses  who  are 
no  longer  young  are  the  cause  of  a  certain  amount 
of  unemployment,  as  they  find  it  difficult  to  obtain 
work  and  are  apt  to  undersell  the  market. 

Tea  and  social  chat  brought  the  proceedings  to 
a  close. 

MISS   FRY'S  BEQUEST. 

Will  members  of  the  N.U.T.N.  please  note  that  a 
grant  from  Miss  Fry's  bequest  will  be  available 
in  June  for  the  relief  of  members  who  may  be  in 
need  of  temporary  assistance. 

Applications  for  grant  must  be  made  on  form  to 
be  obtained  from  their  Branch  Secretary,  to  whom 
they  must  be  returned,  duly  completed,  not  later 
than  during  the  last  week  in  March. 

Applications  and  information  will  be  regarded  as 
strictly  confidential.  ^    Nicholls, 

Organising  Secretary. 

■  ■ 

TEMPORARY  NURSES  FOR  INDIA. 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  India  makes  the 
following  announcement : — - 

Nurses  are  required  immediately  for  temporay 
service  in  the  grade  of  Staff  Nurse,  with  British 
troops  in  India.  Applicants  should  be  fully 
trained  nurses  between  the  ages  of  27  and  35. 
Midwifery  quahfications,  i.e.,  a  certificate  of  the 
Central  Mid  wives'  Board,  and  further  practical 
experience  in  midwifery  are  required,  and  the 
contract  will  include  liabihty  to  serve  in  family 
hospitals. 

Pay  will  be  at  the  rate  of  Rs.250  per  mensem. 
Engagement  \vill  be  for  six  months,  extensible  at 
the  option  of  the  Government  of  India  to  one  year. 
No  gratuity  is  payable  on  completion  of  service, 
but  free  passage  both  ways  is  given.  Outfit 
allowance  of  ^20  (or  £2^  in  the  case  of  those  who 
have  not  previously  served  with  a  Military  Nursing 
Service)  will  be  granted.  Free  quarters,  fuel, 
light,  and  punkah  pullers  are  allowed  in  addition 
to  pay. 

Enquiries  should  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary, 
Military  Department,  India  Ofi&ce,  Whitehall, 
S.W.  I,  and  be  clearly  marked  "  Temporary 
Nurses  "  on  the  top  left-hand  corner  of  the 
envelope.  Original  certificates  and  testimonials 
should  not  be  sent. 
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THIS    SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE   OFFICIAL   ORGAN   OF   THE   CORPORATION. 


ASSOCIATION  OF  TRAINED  NURSES  IN 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  WORK  CONFERENCE. 

{Concluded  from  page  115.) 

MISS  LE    QEYT'S    ADDRESS. 

The  last  speaker  at  the  above  Conference  held 
at  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.,  on  i8th  ult.,  was 
Miss  Gladys  Le  Geyt,  who  said  : — 

I  wonder  if  there  is  any  fortunate  person  present 
who  escaped  the  reverberation  of  that  thunderbolt, 
the  Geddes'  Committee  Report,  at  the  end  of  last 
week  ?  Health  Service  and  Education  to  be 
mulcted,  and  all  the  constructive  progress  achieved 
in  the  last  decade  or  two,  shorn  of  all  hope  of 
expansion,  or  margin  for  experiment.  Salaries 
decreased,  insurances  increased,  staffs  reduced  to  a 
point  of  depletion,  and  so  forth  and  so  on. 

At  this  juncture,  it  is  obviously  of  vital  impor- 
tance that  those  engaged  in  Public  Health  Work 
should  band  together,  not  only  in  a  Trade  Union 
but  also  in  a  social  and  educational  society,  such 
as  the  one  under  the  auspices  of  which  we  meet 
here  this  afternoon  (The  Association  of  Trained 
Nurses  in  Public  Health  Work)  so  that  we  may 
co-operate  in  making  our  several  departments 
more  than  ever  essential,  intensive  and  progressive 
even  in  the  face  of  tightened  purse  strings. 

History  goes  to  prove  that  Britishers,  men  and 
women,  are  at  their  best  when  thwarted  ;  and 
this  time  it  is  going  to  need  all  the  skill  of  which 
the  past  can  boast  to  sail  our  taut  little  craft  of 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  clear  of  the  dire 
atmosphere  of  the  "  doldrums,"  that  zone  where 
there  is  no  breeze  to  carry  a  sail  along,  and  where 
a  dreadful  listlessness  is  said  to  fall  upon  the  crew. 

Any  constructive  public  service  handled  in  the 
manner  recommended  by  that  Committee  (com- 
posed mainly  of  shipping  magnates)  would  be 
inevitably  engulfed  in  the  doldrums. 

How  are  we  to  achieve  an  intensive  result  in 
our  work  ?  We  must  prove  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  the  necessity  of  raising  the  standard 
required  for  appointments  and  consequently  must 
demand  a  scale  of  remuneration  to  attract  the  best 
trained  and  right  personalities  into  the  work  of 
health  visiting. 

It  is  profitable  sometimes  to  remind  ourselves 
how  and  why  Health  Visitors  came  into  existence. 
A  glance  into  the  past  helps  to  keep  the  per- 
spective   correct.     To    put    it    briefly,    we    were 


introduced  experimentally  as  an  effective  means  of 
deaUng,  by  home  visitation,  with  the  Infant  Mor- 
tality Rate.  To  women  Sanitary  Inspectors  is 
due  the  credit  of  the  spade  work  in  connection  with 
home  visitation,  but  their  multiple  duties  prevented 
their  touching  more  than  the  fringe  of  Child 
Welfare  Work. 

The  years  between  the  Notification  of  Births 
Act,  1907,  and  the  N.O.B.  Extension  Act  of  1915, 
mark  the  period  between  the  experiment  of  ap- 
pointing Health  Visitors  and  their  permanent 
establishment  as  an  essential  section  of  the  PubUc 
Health  Department  of  every  County  and  Borough 
in  England. 

Where  do  we  stand  seven  years  later  in  1922  ? 

Child  Welfare  has  become  an  integral  part  of  the 
State's  responsibilities  and  a  still  greater  need  has 
been  established  ;  the  care  of  the  expectant  mother. 
And  the  creation  of  Mothers'  Clinics  seems  to  have 
at  last  touched  bed-rock  in  this  work  of  race 
preservation. 

Next  came  the  recommendation  of  the  L.G.B. 
in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act  (191 8), 
which  states  : — "  The  Health  Visitor's  district 
should,  where  practicable,  be  so  arranged  that  it 
is  served  by  one  centre."  In  my  opinion  that 
phrase  gives  the  situation  in  a  nutshell — and  the 
Welfare  Centre  is  the  kernel.  The  Local  Centre 
must  be  active,  vigorous,  producing  what  the 
mother  needs,  assistance  in  relation  to  herself 
and  the  child,  and  what  she  will  eventually 
demand  in  the  way  of  teaching  for  the  prevention 
of  diseases. 

Who  in  the  world  can  have  the  interest  of  the 
mothers  and  children  so  much  at  heart  as  the 
Health  Visitor  ?  Who  is  responsible  for  the 
N.O.B.  visit,  and  the  general  supervision  of  that 
child's  physical  condition  until  the  child  goes  to 
school  ?  Do  you  realise,  if  the  Geddes'  Report 
recommendation  is  adopted  to  exclude  all  children 
under  6  years  of  age  from  elementary  schools 
600,000  children  in  England  and  Wales  (so  it  has 
been  computed)  would  be  turned  out  of  school 
and,  presumably,  thrust  back  under  the  care  of  the 
PubHc  Health  authorities  and  the  Health  Visitor 
would  be  responsible  for  yet  another  year  of 
visiting.  How  does  that  strike  you  as  an  addition 
to  work  on  less  pay  ? 

There  is  one  other  factor  which  stands  out  for 
further  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  Health 
Visitor. 
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The  general  attractiveness  of  the  place  where 
the  Clinics  are  to  be  held — not  paraphernalia  but 
light.  Absolute  cleanliness,  simple  lines  of  beauty 
which  will  at  a  glance  satisfy  the  eye  and  create 
a  nucleus  of  cheerfulness,  at  the  same  time  forming 
a  model  of  what  the  home  standard  should  be. 
No  Health  Visitor  should  rest  contented  until  she 
has  helped  with  all  the  means  in  her  power  to 
estabhsh  in  her  district  an  attractive  type  of 
Welfare — or  Welcome  (as  the  Mothers  named  a 
place  and  which  they  grew  to  love)  for  her  District. 
The  absence  of  that  element  of  attractiveness  has 
seemed  to  me  one  of  the  reasons  for  many  dis- 
appointments and  it  might  account  for  the,  some- 
times, ultimate  failure  of  many  of  such  well- 
meaning  Social  Movements  in  England.  Light, 
Cleanliness,  and  simple  beauty  have  so  often  been 
neglected  in  the  selection  of  the  building  chosen 
for  the  work  of  propaganda,  when  perhaps  a  £5 
or  ;^io  note  wisely  expended  on  whitewash  and 
distemper  would  have  been,  as  it  were,  conducive 
to  the  acceptance  of  the  teaching  and  right  under- 
standing of  that  particular  Social  Movement. 

Lastly,  and  most  important,  are  the  personahties 
to  whom  the  carrying  out  of  our  work  will  be 
entrusted  through  the  somewhat  clouded  days 
ahead,  if  by  any  cruel  misfortune  the  recommenda- 
tions in  relation  to  Health  and  Education  of  the 
Geddes  Report  are  adopted. 

We  who  know  the  work  intimately,  from  the 
inside  as  it  were,  must  be  seriously  aware  of  the 
necessity  to  guard  the  mothers  of  the  nation  from 
the  tender  mercies  of  those  not  competent  by 
training,  experience  or  personahty  to  do  this  kind 
of  work.  The  minimum  we  must  demand  from 
future  candidates  for  the  work  of  Health  Visitors 
is  the  Certificate  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
and  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  and  for  those 
who  have  not  had  any  experience  as  Health 
Visitors,  a  practical  course  of  training  of  not  less 
than  six  months  at  a  recognised  Infant  Welfare 
Centre,  combined  with  a  theoretical  course  on 
Social  Economics.  Now,  we  know  these  Certifi- 
•  cates  take  time  to  gain — a  minimum  of  four  years 
and  probably  after-courses  of  training  which  can 
only  be  launched  upon  when  a  woman  has  put  her 
school  days  well  behind  her.  It  is  vitally  impor- 
tant for  us  to  combine  and  to  demand  a  rate  of 
salary  compatible  with  the  mature  age  and  high 
qualifications  which  the  work  dejnands,  together 
with  rates  of  increase  according  to  years  of  service 
or  as  promotion  permits.  Health  Visitors  should 
combine  to  demand  a  forewoman  from  their  own 
ranks,  not  have  another  branch  of  the  Medical 
Profession  placed  over  them. 

In  case  I  have  failed  to  carry  conviction  on  the 
point  of  the  high  standard  I  consider  should  be 
demanded  in  the  work  of  a  Health  Visitor,  I  will 
try  to  illustrate  what  I  mean.  I  chanced  upon 
a  copy  of  Bernard  Shaw's  play,  "  The  Doctor's 
Dilemma."  You  will  remember  when  the  artist 
Dubedat  is  dying  he  declares  his  faith  in  three 
great  Masters — Michael  Angelo,  Velasquez,  and 
Rembrandt.  It  set  me  thinking.  In  what  three 
things  in  life  do  I  place  absolute  blinding  faith  ? 


It  dawned  on  me  in  all  seriousness,  they  are  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount,  Beethoven,  and  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Work.  I  leave  you  to  find  the 
link. 

Blake's  words  are  true  and  have  been  a  source  of 
inspiration  to  me  for  many  years.  "  Labour  well 
the  minute  particulars.  Attend  to  the  Little  Ones, 
and  those  who  are  in  Misery  cannot  remain  long 
so." 

At  the  close  of  the  Conference  there  was  an 
interesting  discussion  on  various  opinions  expressed 
by  the  speakers. 

Miss  Wise,  in  a  few  graceful  remarks,  thanked 
the  speakers.  With  reference  to  the  points  raised 
by  them  she  stated  that  it  had  been  said  that  the 
ideal  Health  Visitor  should  possess  the  large  heart 
of  a  mother,  the  sharp  wit  of  a  business  man,  the 
intellect  of  a  scientist,  the  skill  of  a  statesman, 
the  patience  of  a  saint,  and  to  these  she  would  add, 
the  unruffled  calm  of  a  philosopher  and  the  long 
vision  of  an  idealist. 

DRAMATIC     ENTERTAINMENT. 

"  No    Servants." 

We  had  quite  a  novel  entertainment  at  the 
Club  on  the  4th  inst.,  when  the  members  of  the 
London  Temperance  Hospital  Nurses'  League 
gave  a  dramatic  and  musical  entertainment.  It 
was  one  of  the  bast  amateur  performances  we  have 
ever  seen,  and  the  members  who  were  able  to  be 
present  enjoyed  it  exceedingly.  "  We  could 
have  done  with  another  three  acts,"  said  some- 
one, and  the  outbursts  of  laughter  must  have 
convinced  the  players  that  their  audience  entered 
fully  into  the  spirit  of  their  comedy. 

The  musical  programme  after  the  play  was 
equally  good,  and  we  oflEer  to  the  League  members 
our  very  grateful  thanks  for  their  kindness  to  the 
Association — -no  small  kindness  either,  considering 
that  it  came  at  the  end  of  a  long  hospital  day 
and  must  have  involved  many  rehearsals  when 
the  actors  had  not  much  energy  left. 

CLUB  IFIXTURES. 

On  Saturday,  March  nth,  at  3  p.m.,  at  194, 
Queen's  Gate,  Miss  A.  E.  Macdonald  will  lecture 
on  "  Mental  Nursing  Along  the  Lines  of  Suggestion 
and  Constructive  Thought."  Miss  Macaulay, 
O.B.E.,  R.R.C.,  Matron  of  the  Kent  County 
Mental  Hospital,  will  take  the  chair.  Miss 
Macdonald  is  a  very  able  writer  on  subjects  con- 
nected with  psychology,  and  even  those  who  are 
not  interested  in  mental  nursing  will  find  much  to 
inspire  and  help  them  in  what  she  has  to  say. 

On  Saturday,  March  i8th,  at  3  p.m..  Professor 
MacGregor-Morris  will  lecture  on  "  Thunder  and 
Lightning."  The  Lecture  Room  will  be  darkened 
to  enable  him  to  perform  many  experiments  in 
connection  with  his  subject  and  his  lecture  will 
also  be  illustrated  by  lantern  slides.  We  look 
forward  to  a  most  interesting  and  wonderful 
lecture  and  we  hope  members  will  attend  in  large 
numbers  and  bring  their  friends. 

Isabel  Macdonald, 
Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 
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THE    PROFESSIONAL    UNION    OF 
TRAINED    NURSES. 


MEMBERS    PLEA5E    NOTE  I 

The  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Professional 
Union  of  Trained  Nurses  will  be  held  at  the 
"  Plane  Tree,"  106,  Great  Russell  Street,  W.C.i 
(near  Y.M.C.A.  Central  Building),  on  Friday, 
March  31st,  1922,  at  5.30  p.m.  Admission  by  1922 
Membership  card. 

At  a  Council  meeting  of  the  Professional  Union 
of  Trained  Nurses  held  on  March  2nd,  1922,  the 
following  resolutions  were  passed  unanimously  : — 

1 .  "That  the  P.U.T.N.  begs  to  inform  the  Minister 
of  Health  that  it  is  strongly  opposed  to  the  Instruc- 
tion agreed  to  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  on 
February  1 7th  and  sent  to  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee giving  power  to  the  Registrar  to  deal  with 
appUcations  for  membership  without  scrutiny  by 
Members  of  the  Registration  Committee,  more 
especially  as  the  Registered  Nurses  would  be 
responsible  for  legal  expenses  should  a  nurse  have 
justifiable  cause  of  action  at  law." 

2.  "  That  this  Union  fearing,  in  the  event  of 
the  Minister  of  Health  signing  the  new  Rule  by 
which  it  will  be  possible  to  remove  from  the  various 
Committees  those  Members  who  carried  on,  as  far 
as  possible,  the  work  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  in  the  Public  and  Nurses'  interests  during 
the  late  crisis,  begs  the  Minister  to  restore  con- 
fidence to  a  large  number  of  Nurses  by  withholding 
his  signature  from  the  Rule  dealing  with  this 
matter." 

3.  "In  view  of  the  fact  that  many  Nurses  are 
refusing  to  apply  for  State  Registration,  owing  to 
dissatisfaction  with  the  action  of  the  Council  as  at 
present  constituted,  this  Union  most  earnestly 
petitions  the  Minister  to  dissolve  the  Council  and 
to  allow  the  Registered  Nurses  to  elect  their  own 
representatives. ' ' 


Nursing  in  Mental  Hospitals. 

On  my  way  to  visit  the  Kent  County  Mental 
Hospital.  Maidstone,  I  took  my  copy  of  The 
British  Journal  of  Nursing  to  enjoy  in  the 
train.  By  a  strange  coincidence,  the  Editorial  was 
upon  the  subject  of  "  Nursing  in  Mental  Hospitals." 

I  must  say  that  it  never  occurred  to  me  before 
that  those  engaged  in  mental  work  were,  like  the 
Navy,  "  the  Silent  Service,"  doing  very  essential 
,^  pubhc  work,  with  neither  flags  flying  nor  bands 
playing,  and,  as  I  found  out  during  my  visit,  doing 
it  in  a  way  that  could  very  well  compare  with  the 
work  done  in  any  General  Hospital. 

The  first  thing  to  surprise  me  was  the  absence  of 
noise  and  discord  ;  I  expected  to  find  myself 
midst  "  horrid  sounds  and  shrieks  and  sighs 
unholy,"  instead — absolute  calrfe,  contentment 
and  happiness  ;  but  for  the  absence  of  what  I  may 
call  "  autocratic  government  "  and  the  aspect  of 
some  of  the  patients,  I  could  have  believed  myself 
to  be  in  one  of  London's  biggest  hospitals. 


I  had  a  few  bad  moments  in  the  evening,  when, 
ascending  the  stairs  with  the  Matron,  we  came 
upon  a  patient  going  off  to  her  bed  with  a  cup  of 
hot  tea  in  her  hand.  I  was  afraid  that  such 
unorthodox  refreshment  at  so  late  an  hour  would 
mean  trouble  at  least  for  the  Sister-in-Charge.  To 
my  surprise  and  relief,  the  Matron  pleasantly  said, 
"Well,  Mary,  you've  got  a  nice  hot  drink,  that's 
right !  "  and  Mary  replied,  "  Yes,  Matron,  it  makes 
me  sleep  much  better,"  and  the  incident  was 
closed. 

I  was  taken  through  the  different  wards,  among 
others  to  the  one  which  is  relegated  to  the  idiot 
children,  and  was  told  that  their  little  bodies  were 
far  too  precious  to  the  Nursing  Staff  to  be  washed 
with  ordinary  soap,  but  that  the  Nurses  supplied, 
out  of  their  own  pockets,  special  soaps  and 
shampoos  for  them.  There  immediately  came  to 
my  mind  the  story  of  the  alabaster  box  of  precious 
ointment,  and  the  words  "  Inasmuch  as  ye  have 
done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these." 

It  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that  the 
Heads  of  Institutions  give  the  tone  to  the  whole 
place.  I  fully  realised  this  •  on  making  the 
acquaintance  of  the  Medical  Superintendent  (Dp. 
Wolesley  Lewis)  and  the  Matron  (Miss  Macaulay). 
Their  whole  ideas  were  for  the  happiness  of  the 
patients,  and  their  ideals  for  the  raising  of  the 
standard  of  Mental  Nursing.  With  such  hospitals 
as  the  Kent  County,  mental  nursing  ought  shortly 
to  come  into  its  own,  and  be  what  it  undoubtedly 
should,  the  blue  ribbon  of  the  Nursing  Profession. 
To  minister  to  a  body  diseased  cannot  be  compared 
with  the  privilege  of  ministering  to  a  mind 
distressed,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
eventually  the  best  women  will  take  up  mental 
nursing  as  the  most  expert  and  skilled  of  all 
branches  of  the  Profession. 

Those  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  get  their 
training  in  the  Kent  County  will  be  remarkably 
lucky  girls. 

Maude  MacCallum, 

Hon.  Secretary. 


COLLEGE  OF  NURSING,  LTD. 

BIRMINGHAM     AND    THREE     COUNTIES 
CENTRE. 

On  Tuesday,  February  28th  in  the  lecture  theatre 
of  the  General  Hospital,  Birmingham,  Dr.  Leonard 
Parsons,  M.D.,  gave  the  second  of  his  series  of 
lectures  on  "  Diseases  of  Children." 

The  lecturer  selected  for  his  theme  "  Causes  of 
Vomiting  in  Children,"  and  divided  his  subject 
into  two  groups  :  (i)  Unimportant  vomiting 
when  there  is  no  loss  in  weight ;  (2)  important 
vomiting  where  there  is  wasting,  constipation, 
or  diarrhoea.  From  the  second  group  he 
selected  for  special  mention  pyloric  stenosis, 
cyclical  or  recurrent  vomiting,  and  pyelitis. 
Pyloric  stenosis  is  caused  by  an  enlargement  of 
the  circular  muscular  coat  of  the  pylorus,  resulting 
in  gastritis  and  diminished  size  of  the  pyloric 
orifice.     At  birth  the  child  appears  normal,  and 
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is  apparently  quite  well  for  the  first  ten  weeks 
of  post-natal  life ;  then  vomiting  takes  place, 
accompanied  by  extreme  loss  of  weight  and 
constipation.  The  vomiting  is  characteristic, 
being  projectile.  Examination  after  food  reveals 
marked  peristalsis  from  left  to  right  of  the  abdo- 
men above  the  umbilicus. 

MediCfil  treatment  consists  of  washing  out  the 
stomach  with  sodii  bi-carb.  to  reduce  the  gastritis. 
The  treatment  is  long  and  unsatisfactory,  the 
mortaUty  being  high,  only  13  per  cent,  cases 
recover.  The  surgical  treatment  consists  of 
gastro-enterostomy  (29  per  cent  cases  recover),  or 
of  Ramstedt's  operation,  in  which  the  muscular 
coat  of  the  pylorus  is  divided  from  the  top  of  the 
lesser  curvature,  allowing  the  mucous  membrane  to 
bulge,  so  enlarging  the  pyloric  orifice.  The  success 
of  the  operation  depends  on  the  after  treatment 
which  is  left  in  the  hands  of  the  physician  ;  46 
per  cent,  cases  recover. 

Cyclical  or  recurrent  vomiting  is  peculiar  to 
children  belonging  to  neurotic  famiUes.  It  can 
easily  be  detected  by  the  smell  of  acetone.  The 
treatment  consists  of  large  doses  of  sodii  bi-carb. 
0  to  restore  the  alkaUne  properties  of  the  blood,  and 
glucose,  to  assist  in  breaking  down  fats.  Children 
of  this  type  have  difficulty  in  digesting  fat  and 
need  a  starch  diet.  They  are  prone  to  asthma 
and  nervous  affections. 

Acute  pyeUtis.  The  onset  is  sudden.  There 
may  be  a  rigor  accompanying  the  rapid  rise  of 
temperature.  The  urine  reaction  is  acid.  The 
treatment  consists  of  daily  doses  of  citrate  of 
potash  varying  from  grs.  60-100,  as  the  bacillus 
coli  cannot  thrive  in  alkaline  urine. 

G.  M.  E.  Jones,  Hon.  Press  Sec. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


CONFERENCE    ON    INSURANCE. 


The  Annual  Conference  of  the  Faculty  of 
Insurance,  Ltd.,  of  4  and  5,  Sicilian  House,  Sicilian 
Avenue,  Southampton  Row,  W.C.i,  to  which 
delegates  are  invited  from  insurance  committees, 
hospitals,  approved  societies,  employment  ex- 
changes, trade  unions,  and  other  organisations,  will 
be  held  on  Saturday,  March  nth,  at  the  Central 
Hall,  Westminster,  the  Morning  Session  at  10.45 
a.m.,  and  the  Afternoon  Session  at  2.15  p.m. 
The  following  speakers  \vill  address  the  Confer- 
ence :  The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Onslow  (Chair- 
man of  the  Hospitals  Committee),  on  "  Assistance 
to  Voluntary  Hospitals  "  ;  The  Countess  of  March, 
C.B.E.  (Hon.  Secretary,  Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee 
Institute  for  Nurses),  on  "  The  Nursing  of  Insured 
Persons  "  ;  Mr.  G.  W.  Canter,  F.F.I.  (Secretary 
Post  Office  Employees'  Approved  Society),  on 
"  Additional  Benefits  in  Kind  "  ;  and  Mr.  Stanley 
L.  Duff,  F.F.I.  (Secretary,  The  Ancient  Order  of 
Foresters),  on  "  Current  National  Health  Prob- 
lems." Other  speakers  will  be  Sir  Thomas 
Neill,  J. P.,  the  Right  Hon.  John  Hodge,  M.P., 
Sir  Kingsley  Wood,  M.P.,  Mr.  W.  A.  Appleton, 
C.B.E.,  Mr.  P.  Rockliff.  and  others. 


MATRON. 

Convalescent  Home  for  Mothers  and  Children,  Shotley 
House,  Shotley  Bridge,  co.  Durham.— Miss  Margaret 
Lacy  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained 
at  Brownlow  Hill  Infirmary,  Liverpool,  and  served 
with  the  British  Red  Cross  in  France  during  the  late 
war.  She  acted  as  Holiday  Sister  at  Manchester 
Children's  Hospital,  Pendlebury,  from  January  to 
August,  1919,  when  she  took  her  midwifery  training 
at  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Manchester.  She  was  sub- 
sequently Night  Sister  at  West  Norwood  Maternity 
Home  and  Sister  at  the  Wandsworth  Maternity  Home, 
London. 

Wooley  Sanatorium,  Northumberland. — Miss  Edith 
Mackenzie  has  been  appointed  Matron  under  the 
Northumberland  County  Council.  She  was  trained 
at  the  Southwark  Infirmary,  East  Dulwich,  and  has 
been  Sister  at  Monsall  Fever  Hospital,  and  Sheffield 
Union  Hospital,  and  Night  Superintendent  at  Tolworth 
Isolation  Hospital,  at  Belvidere  Hospital,  Glasgow, 
and  at  the  Birmingham  City  Sanatorium.  In  the 
latter  post  she  also  held  the  position  of  Home  Sister. 
She  has  been  Home  Sister  at  Walker  Gate  Hospital, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and  Matron  of  the  Lynwood 
Hostel  in  the  same  city.  She  has  also  had  experience 
of  war  nursing  as  Matron  of  the  Wounded  Allies' 
Committee's  Hospital,  Krajugevatz,  Serbia. 

ASSISTANT   MATRON. 

Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital,  Norwich. — Miss  V.  A. 
Rutter  has  been  appointed  Assistant  Matron.  She 
was  trained  at  the  same  hospital,  and  subsequently 
did  private  nursing,  and  held  the  positions  of  Ward 
and  Theatre  Sister  there.  During  the  war  she  served 
for  five  years,  at  home  and  abroad,  as  Sister,  Assistant 
Matron,  and  Acting  Matron  on  a  hospital  ship  in  con- 
nection with  the  Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service, 
and  was  awarded  the  Royal  Red  Cross,  Second  Class, 
for  her  services.  She  has  recently  held  the  position 
of  Sister-Tutor  at  her  training  school. 

Aberdeen  Royal  Mental  Hospital. — Miss  Morag 
Maclean  Steven  has  been  appointed  Assistant  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  and 
has  been  Charge  Nurse  at  the  Brook  Hospital,  Shooters' 
Hill,  Sister  with  the  French  Flag  Nursing  Corps  under 
the  French  War  Office,  Private  Nurse,  Park  Nursing 
Home,  Glasgow,  Sister  at  the  Scottish  Women's  Hos- 
pital, Royaumont,  France,  and  Sister  in  connection 
with  the  School  Nursing  Service,  Glasgow. 

NIGHT    SUPERINTENDENT. 

Aberdeen  Sick  Children's  Hospital. — Miss  Nellie 
Lawson  Davidson  has  been  appointed  Night  Super- 
intendent. She  received  her  general  training  at  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  and  previously  had  three 
years'  fever  training  at  the  Belvidere  Fever  Hospital, 
Glasgow. 

SISTER. 

Milton  Hospital,  Milton,  Portsmouth. — Miss  Elizabeth 
Bradshaw  has  beeen  appointed  Sister  of  the  Scarlet 
Fever  Ward.  She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Bradford,  and  at  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital, 
Skipton,  Yorkshire.  She  has  been  Ward  Sister  at  the 
Ham  Green  Hospital,  near  Bristol,  and  at  the  Welsh 
Metropohtan  War  Hospital,  Cardiff,  and  did  War 
Service  in  France  in  connection  with  Q. A. I.M.N. S. 
Reserve.  For  nearly  three  years  she  has  been  a 
member  of  the  staff  of  the  Registered  Nurses'  Society, 
431,  Oxford  Street,  W. 
"Queen  Mary's  Hospital  for  Children,  Carshalton.— 
Miss  Dora  Jane  Dudeney  has  been  appointed  Sister. 
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She  was  trained  and  certificated  at  Guy's  Hospital,  and 
subsequently  had  experience  of  private  nursing.  She 
has  been  Night  Sister  at  the  Evelina  Hospital,  and 
Senior  Sister  at  the  Royal  Bucks  Hospital  in  charge 
of  Women  and  Children.     She  is  a  Certified  Midwife. 

SCHOOL  NURSE. 

Norfolk  Education  Committee.^Miss  Clarice  Stanbury 
has  been  appointed  School  Nurse.  She  was  trained 
at£the  Birkenhead  Union  Infirmary,  and  has  been 
Sister-in-Charge  of  Eccleston  Hall  Sanatorium,  St. 
Helen's,  and  StaflE  Nurse  at  Edmonton  Military  Hospi- 
tal. 

QUEEN    ALEXANDRA'S    MILITARY    NURSING 
SERVICE   FOR   INDIA. 

The  following  ladies  have  been  temporarily  appointed 
to  Queen  Alexandra's  Military  Nursing  Service  for 
India  in  the  grade  of  Staff  Nurse : — Miss  E.  B. 
Crichton,  Miss  D.  Jameson,  Miss  E.  V.  Jones. 

QUEEN    VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE      INSTITUTE 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 

Miss  Jane  A.  Breach  is  appointed  to  Berkshire 
C.N.A.  as  Assistant  Superintendent ;  Miss  Mary  E. 
Conroy  to  Somersetshire  C.N.A.  ;  Miss  Emily  Craven, 
to  Stafford  ;  Miss  Frances  Dodds,  to  Widnes  ;  Miss 
Winifred  I.  Fowler,  to  Somersetshire  C.N.A.  ;  Miss 
Edith  F.  Hall,  to  Manchester  (Ardwick)  ;  Miss 
Catherine  McDonald,  to  Manchester  (Harpurhey)  ; 
Miss  Maude  Martin,  to  Fitzwilliam ;  Miss  Ethel  J. 
Poore,  to  Scarborough ;  Miss  Christina  M.  Slack,  to 
Caversham ;  Miss  Daisy  F.  Tough,  to  Wellington ; 
Miss  Catherine  Williams,  to  Darlaston. 


THE  HOSPITAL   WORLD. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Several  questions  affecting  the  Nursing  Profession 
were  asked  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  14th  ult  ; — 

Trained  Nurses  and  Unemployment. 
Major  Boyd-Carpenter  asked  the  Minister  of  Labour 
how  many  fully  trained  nurses  for  the  sick,  holding  a 
three  years'  certificate  of  training,  had  registered  at  a 
labour  exchange  for  unemployment  benefit.  Dr. 
Macnamara  replied  :  On  January  loth  there  were  701 
women  nurses  on  the  Live  Register  as  unemployed, 
but  without  inquiry  at  every  exchange  concerned  it 
is  not  possible  to  say  whether  they  held  a  three  years' 
certificate  or  whether  they  were  claiming  benefit. 

Nurses  and  Hospitals  and  Unemployment  Con- 
tributions. 
Colonel  Bum  asked  the  Minister  of  Labour  if  he 
would  consider  the  advisability  of  relieving  hospitals 
and  the  nursing  staff  from  the  application  of  the 
unemployment  insurance  contribution  which  entailed 
a  considerable  financial  burden  on  hospitals,  and 
prevented  nurses  from  giving  their  services  by  reason 
of  the  large  proportion  of  wages  which  had  to  be  paid 
in  respect  of  that  tax.  Major  Boyd-Carpenter  asked 
the  Minister  of  Labour  if  nurses  employed  in  private 
nursing  homes  or  associations  were  compelled  to 
contribute  to  insurance  funds  and  were  not  eligible 
for  unemployed  benefit  when  waiting  for  a  case.  Dr. 
Macnamara  replied  :  Nurses  employed  in  hospitals  or 
in  private  nursing  homes  or  associations  are  liable  to 
pay  contributions  under  the  Unemployment  Insurance 
Acts,  and  I  have  no  power  to  exclude  them  from  the 
scope  of  insurance.  The  question  whether  benefit 
would  be  payable  in  any  particular  case,  would 
depend  on  the  facts  of  that  case,  and  would  fall  to  be 
decided  by  the  insurance  officer  with  a  right  of  appeal 
to  the  Court  of  Referees  and  the  Umpire. 


Representatives  of  thirty-nine  hospitals  last 
week  discussed  at  a  meeting  at  the  Guildhall 
a  proposal  to  raise  funds  by  a  house-to-house 
collection  in  London. 

Mr.  W.  Allen,  who  proposed  the  scheme,  ex- 
plained that  the  special  feature  of  the  plan  was 
a  weekly  collection  of  one  penny  from  every 
house.  The  scheme  had  been  successfully  adopted 
in  Lewisham,  Deptford  and  Greenwich,  and  last 
year  ;^5,20o  was  collected. 

Barking  had  collected  ;^900,  and  other  hospitals 
were  adopting  the  scheme.  "  I  am  convinced," 
said  Mr.  Allen,  "  that  a  weekly  penny  from  every 
house  in  London  would  set  the  hospitals  on  a 
different  footing." 

Several  representatives  expressed  their  intention 
of  introducing  the  scheme  in  their  districts. 


King's  College  Hospital,  Denmark  Hill,  is  a 
splendid  institution,  and  it  is  a  pity  to  see  from 
the  report  of  the  Annual  Court  how  great  are  it^ 
financial  needs,  and  that  there  is  an  anticipated 
deficit  of  at  least  ;^8o,ooo  per  annum  to  be  supplied 
by  increased  annual  support.  How  is  such  an 
income  to  be  secured  excepting  through  some  form 
of  central  insurance  against  sickness  fund  ? 

The  warmest  thanks  of  the  Court  were  presented 
to  the  medical  officers  of  the  hospital  for  their 
anxious  care,  attention  and  kindness  to  the 
patients  under  their  treatment,  and  to  the  Sister- 
Matron  (Miss  Wilcox)  and  to  the  other  Sisters  and 
nurses  employed  in  the  hospital  during  the  past 
year  for  their  sedulous  care  of  the  patients  under 
their  charge. 

"  Kings  "  has  long  been  famous  for  its  efficient 
and  devoted  nursing  service,  which  owed  so  much 
in  the  past  to  Miss  Katharine  Monk. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Sheffield  Joint  Consultative 
and  Advisory  Hospitals'  Council  informs  the  press 
that  there  are  well  over  55,000  individual  con- 
tributors assisting  the  hospitals  in  ShefSeld  by 
contributing  to  the    "  id.  in  the  £  "    scheme. 


Having  accepted  the  gift  of  two  million  dollars 
(;^400,ooo  normal)  from  the  Rockfeller  Foundation 
to  build  a  new  Institute  of  Hygiene  in  England,  the 
Minister  of  Health,  Sir  Alfred  Mond,  has  now 
appointed  a  small  sub-committee  to  advise  him 
as  to  the  choice  of  a  site  and  plans. 

The  Weekly  Dispatch  understands  that  the 
Institute  will  be  an  Imperial  one,  and  will  receive 
students  from  the  Colonies  and  foreign  countries 
as  well.  Several  existing  institutions  connected 
with  hygiene  may  be  pooled  with  this  new  Insti- 
tute, such  organisations,  for  instance,  as  the 
London  School  of  Tropical  Medicine  and  the 
Lister  Institute  of  Preventive  Medicine. 

The  Government  has  undertaken  to  provide  for 
the  annual  maintenance  of  the  staff,  which  is 
estimated  at  ;^25,ooo. 
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An  address  and  a  beautiful  inkstand  and 
ornaments  were  presented  on  Monday  to  Lord 
Knutsford  by  the  President,  Vice-Presidents 
House  Committee,  and  hon.  medical  and  surgical 
staff,  to  mark  the  completion  of  the  twenty-fifth 
year  of  his  chairmanship  of  the  London  Hospital 
and  appreciation  of  the  services  he  has  rendered 
to  that  institution. 

The  address  was  signed  by  Queen  Alexandra 
(President  of  the  Hospital),  and  the  presentation 
was  made  by  Mr.  W.  T.  Paulin  (Treasurer),  who, 
together  with  Lord  Dawson,  recognised  hand- 
somely the  untiring  work  of  Lord  Knutsford  for 
the  London  Hospital  and  the  progress  made  in 
every  department  during  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century. 

In  his  reply,  Lord  Knutsford  thanked  his  friends 
for  their  confidence  and  support,  paid  tribute  to 
the  deep  personal  interest  of  Queen  Alexandra 
in  the  hospital,  and  referred  to  the  improvement 
in  the  nursing  department  under  the  late  Matron 
(Miss  Liickes).  He  concluded  by  recognising  the 
work  of  Miss  Monk  (the  present  Matron),  who  took 
over  the  duties  at  a  difficult  time,  and  assured  the 
staff  that  their  loyal  help  had  largely  contributed 
to  the  success  of  the  hospital. 


The  announcement  made  last  week  that  women 
medical  students  would  not  in  the  future  be 
admitted  to  the  London  Hospital  Medical  School 
has  naturally  aroused  the  protests  of  progressive 
people,  and  the  reason  advanced — that  of  the 
difficulties  which  arise  in  teaching  mixed  classes — 
is  not  to  be  taken  seriously.  The  medical  pro- 
fession has  always  been  composed  of  men  of  robust 
middle  class,  who  strongly  resent  the  association  of 
women  as  professional  equals,  and  they  do  not 
intend  to  make  things  easy  for  the  competition 
of  the  average  medical  woman.  Correspondents  in 
the  Times  put  the  question  in  a  nut-shell.  Dr. 
Michael  Beverley  writes  :- — 

"  Some  years  ago  I  was  present  in  the  operating 
theatre  of  a  hospital  at  Brussels.  Noticing  two 
women  medical  students  behind  me,  I  offered 
them  my  place  in  the  front  rank,  which  they 
declined.  To  my  remark,  '  Mais,  place  aux  dames,' 
they  replied,  '  Merci,  Monsieur,  mais  place  aux 
dames  n'existe  plus  dans  les  hopitaux.'     Verb,  sap." 

Faith  Ashf ord  says :  ' '  Summing  up  Lord 
Knutsford' s  apologetic,  we  find  that  he  approves 
of  women  as  sisters  and  nurses  (though  they  carry 
out  the  most  intimate  services  JFor  male  patients), 
and  of  the  investigation  of  female  venereal  cases 
by  male  doctors,  and  of  the  observation  of  female 
cases  in  the  wards  by  groups  of  male  students  ; 
that  a  nurse  may  be  present  with  men  at  opera- 
tions or  in  the  wards  but  that  a  woman  student 
should  not ;  that  a  woman  should  not  investigate 
a  male  venereal  case ;  that,  even  exceptionally,  a 
man  should  not  have  to  work  under  an  equally 
qualified  woman.  In  short,  that  as  long  as  a 
woman  is  in  a  subordinate  position  as  nurse  or 
patient,  she  may  see  anything,  do  anything,  suffer 
anything  (even  dangerous  labour)  with,  or  under 
the  observation  of  male  students,  but  that  men 
will  not  tolerate  her  in  any  other  position." 


NUR5E    SENT   TO    PRISON. 

Sentence  of  four  months  in  the  second  division 
was  passed  on  Ada  May  Gentry,  probationer 
nurse  under  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board,  at 
Sussex  Assizes  last  Saturday  for  falsifying  the 
books  of  Messrs.  Goddard  Bros.,  fishmongers  and 
poulterers,  Bexhill,  who  formerly  employed  her  as 
clerk. 

It  was  stated  that  her  total  defalcations  just 
exceeded  ;^i,ooo.  Her  wages  were  30s.  a  week 
with  ;^20  a  year  bonus,  and  she  entertained  friends 
at  cafes,  travelled  first-class  on  the  railway,  and 
spent  large  sums  on  dress,  taxicab  hire,  etc. 

The  love  of  pleasure  and  display  of  girls,  of  all 
classes,  is  a  sad  feature  of  the  age.  For  the 
poor  it  often  means  ruin. 

THIRTY-THIRD      CONGRESS      OF      THE 
ROYAL    SANITARY     INSTITUTE, 
BOURNEMOUTH,  JULY  24th-29th. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London  and 
Lady  Mayoress  will  attend  the  Congress,  and  will 
act  as  Hon.  Presidents  of  the  Conference  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  Sanitary  Authorities  and  Section  C, 
Personal  and  Domestic  Hygiene. 

Among  the  official  Delegates  appointed  to  attend 
the  meeting,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  repre- 
sentatives will  be  present  from  Australia — New 
South  Wales  Government,  State  of  Victoria,  and 
Adelaide  City  Council ;  Tasmania — Hobart  Town 
Council ;  Canada — Quebec  Provincial  Govern- 
ment ;  South  Africa — Kimberley  Municipality  and 
Port  Elizabeth  City  Council ;  China — Hong  Kong 
Sanitary  Department  and  Shanghai  Municipal 
Council ;  Denmark — Danish  Pubhc  Health  Depart- 
ment ;  Singapore — ^Municipal  Commissioners  ;  and 
Ceylon  Medical  College. 

HOSPITAL     AND     SICK     ROOM 
REQUISITES. 

Where  surgical  india-rubber  goods  are  required 
in  the  sick-room,  the  manufactures  of  Messrs. 
J.  G.  Ingram  &  Son,  Ltd.,  whose  illustrated  list 
we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  inspecting,  appear  to 
be  of  undoubted  serviceableness  and  quality. 

Set  forth  in  the  list  are  such  articles  as  enema 
sjninges  (including  the  "  Sterilendum,"  which  is 
sterihzable  in  its  entirety)  ;  also  syringes  and 
sprays  for  various  uses  ;  hot-water  bottles,  breast 
rehevers,  air  cushions,  bandages,  gloves  and 
gauntlets,  and  other  articles  of  great  value. 
Leaflets  dealing  with  the  advantages  of  the  patent 
band  teat,  "  Agrippa,"  "  Eclipse "  hot-water 
bottle,  and  "  Sterilendum  "  enema  syringes,  will, 
no  doubt,  be  readily  supplied  to  interested  people 
who  write  to  the  London  India-Rubber  Works, 
Hackney  Wick,  London,  E.9,  the  headquarters  of 
Messrs.  Ingram  &  Son. 


The  Report  of  the  Conference  on  Lunacy 
Reform  was  published  on  Monday  as  a  White 
Paper.  It  should  be  studied  by  those  interested 
in  the  prevention  of,  and  cure  of  insanity  and  the 
care  of  the  insane. 
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BOOK  OF  THE   WEEK. 


"TO  LET."* 

As  a  writer  of  fiction,  Mr.  Galsworthy  needs  no 
commendation  from  us,  and  except  that  he  adopts 
the  tiresome  custom  of  carrying  on  the  histories 
of  his  characters  from  one  volume  to  another  we 
have  nothing  but  praise  for  his  work. 

The  Forsyte  family  are  evidently  deeply  in- 
teresting to  him,  as  indeed  the  details  of  their 
daily  lives  become  to  the  reader,  and  if  we  had  only 
Mr.  Galsworthy  to  read,  we  should  not  lose  touch 
as  we  do  in  the  interim  of  the  publication  of  their 
sayings  and  doings.  However,  we  learn  from  the 
author's  note  that  with  this  volume  "  The  Forsyte 
Saga  "  comes  to  an  end,  and  in  spite  of  our  grouse 
we  are  sorry  to  say  good-bye  to  that  very  in- 
dividualistic family. 

"  To  Let  "  presents  as  complicated  a  muddle 
as  it  has  probably  ever  been  the  misfortune  of  a 
family  to  solve.  Soames  Forsyte,  married  to  a 
French  woman,  Annette,  with  whom  lie  had  very 
little  in  common,  except  that  she  was  the  mother 
of  his  charming  and  adored  daughter,  Fleur,  had 
been  married  before  to  Irene,  who  early  in  her 
married  life  had  resented  bitterly  his  "  ownership  " 
of  her,  and  had  run  away  with  his  elderly  cousin, 
Jolyon,  whom  she  married  when  the  divorce  was 
pronounced.  She  was,  despite  her  wrongdoing, 
ideally  happy  with  Jolyon,  and  is  described  as  a 
deUghtful  woman.  There  was  one  child  of  this 
union,  Jou,  a  good-looking  attractive  boy. 

Neither  Fleur  nor  Jou  were  aware  of  their 
various  parents'  matrimonial  compUcations,  and, 
needless  to  say,  the  two  families  never  met  or 
recognised  the  existence  of  the  other. 

However,  the  perverseness  of  Fate  threw  Jou 
and  Fleur  across  each  other's  paths  ;  and,  both 
being  exceptionally  attractive,  they  immediately 
fell  head -over-heels  in  love  with  one  another. 
Here  was  an  impasse  indeed. 

Fleur's  father  had  idealised  his  daughter,  who 
was  in  reality  quite  a  modern  young  person.  The 
present-daj'  girls  gave  him  the  shudders  when  he 
thought  of  her  coming  into  contact  with  them  with 
their  perpetual  smoking,  their  "  So  longs  "  and 
"  Old  Beans." 

Sitting  in  the  drawing-room  of  his  old  aunts 
(now  dead),  he  reflected  that  there  was  nothing  like 
it  left.  No,  his  old  aunts,  if  they  never  opened 
their  minds,  their  eyes,  or  very  much  their  win- 
dows, at  least  had  manners  and  a  standard  and 
reverence  for  past  and  future. 

A  letter  from  Fleur  to  her  cousin  respecting  Jou 
reveals  something  of  her  character.  ''  There's  a 
feud  between  our  families,  which  makes  it  really 
exciting.  Yes  !  and  I  may  have  to  use  subterfuges 
and  come  on  you  for  invitations.  My  father 
doesn't  want  us  to  know  each  other,  but  I  can't 
help  that.  Life's  too  short.  We  often  talked 
about  love  being  a  spoil  sport,  but  that's  all  tosh, 

*  By  John  Galsworthy  (William  Heinemann, 
London.) 


it's  the  beginning  of  sport.  I  perceive  all  sorts  of 
difficulties  ;  but  you  know  when  I  really  want  a 
thing  I  get  it." 

Fleur  was  a  young  person  of  resource,  and  it 
must  be  confessed  that  she  made  at  the  outset 
most  of  the  running. 

She  contrives  an  invitation  to  the  house  where 
Jou  was  staying,  and  after  their  first  lovers'  walk 
she  urges  him  to  "  get  a  httle  away  from  me,  and 
look  sulky."  Jou  heard  her  clear  voice  after 
entering  the  house  in  explanation  of  their  delay. 
"  O,  I'm  simply  ravenous.  He's  going  to  be  a 
farmer  and  loses  his  way.    The  boy's  an  idiot." 

Consternation,  of  course,  reigned  in  both  families 
when  the  young  lovers  declared  themselves. 

Jou,  who  is  by  far  the  finer  character  of  the  two, 
is  told  by  his  parents  of  the  impossible  relations 
between  the  two  houses,  and  realises  to  the  full  the 
position  of  his  mother,  whom  he  worshipped.  His 
father's  sudden  death  confirms  his  resolve  to  end 
a  situation  that  must  finally  be  intolerable  to  all 
concerned. 

The  book  illustrates  forcibly  the  selfishness  to- 
wards their  offspring  of  men  and  women  who 
wantonly  break  their  marriage  bonds,  and  we  echo 
Fleur's  passionate  cry,  "  It  isn't  fair,"  and  her 
unreasoning  cry,  "  What  do  we  care  about  the 
past.     It's  our  lives,  not  yours,"  is  very  natural. 

Soames  raised  his  hand  to  his  forehead,  where  she 
saw  the  moisture  shining.  "  Whose  child  are  you  ? 
Whose  child  is  he  ?  The  present  is  Unked  with  the 
past,  the  future  with  both,  there's  no  getting  away 
from  that."  H.  H. 


OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 


The  wedding  presents  of  Princess  Marj^  and 
Viscount  Lascelles  are  now  on  view  to  the  public 
at  St.  James's  Palace,  and  they  will  remain  on 
view  as  long  as  the  public  show  interest. 

A  shilling  entrance  fee  will  be  charged,  but  all 
this  money  will  be  given  to  charity.  Princess 
Mary  has  not  yet  decided  which  charity  or  charities 
will  benefit. 

We  advise  our  readers  who  intend  to  take  a 
peep  at  these  gifts  not  to  miss  the  three  magnificent 
antique  silver-gilt  rosewater  dishes  given  by 
members  of  the  Cabinet,  and  selected  by  Marquis 
Curzon  of  Kedleston. 


Viscountess  Rhondda's  petition  to  receive  a 
writ  of  summons  to  Parliament  went  through  the 
Committee  of  Privileges  of  the  House  of  Lords 
"  like  a  bird."  The  Committee  decided  in  her 
favour,  and  this  decision  will  presumably  affect 
other  peeresses  in  their  own  right,  of  whom  there 
are  about  sixteen.  Several  have  already  announced 
their  intention  of  taking  their  seats  in  the  House 
of  Lords.  With  women  in  the  Commons  the 
rights  of  peeresses  in  the  Lords  was  a  foregone 
conclusion,  but  it  needed  a  woman  of  new  blood 
to  present  the  petition.  Congratulations  to  Lady 
Rhondda  ! 
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An  interesting  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Queen's  Hall  on  Tuesday,  March  14th,  at  8  p.m. 
It  is  organised  by  the  Six  Point  Group,  and  Mrs. 
Chalmers  Watson,  M.D.  will  be  in  the  chair. 
Other  speakers  include  the  two  women  M.P.s. 
(Lady  Astor  and  Mrs.  Wintringham),  Mrs.  Pethick 
Lawrence.  Miss  Agnes  Dawson  and  Miss  Clemence 
Dane.  The  speeches  will  deal  with  legislation 
for  the  protection  of  children,  for  the  unmarried 
mother  and  her  child,  pensions  for  widows,  equal 
guardianship  of  infants,  and  equahty  of  pay  for 
men  and  women  teachers  and  civil  servants. 
Tickets  5s.,  2s.  6d.  and  is.,  and  some  free  admission 
tickets  to  unreserved  places,  to  be  obtained  from 
the  Six  Point  Group,  92,  Victoria  Street,  S,\V.  i. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


COMING     EVENTS. 

March  lotJi. — Registered  Nurses'  ParUamentary 
Council ;  Public  Meeting  to  enter  Protests  (i) 
against  the  conduct  of  the  members  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  who,  by  absenting  themselves 
from  the  performance  of  their  public  duties  for 
ten  weeks,  paralysed  the  business  of  the  Council 
to  the  injury  and  discredit  of  the  Nursing  Pro- 
fession ;  and  (2)  to  object  to  the  new  Rules  and 
Resolution  carried  by  these  members  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Council  on  February  17th  last,  and  to  invite 
the  Minister  of  Health  not  to  sign  these  Rules, 
and  to  dissolve  the  Council  so  that  the  Registered 
Nurses  may  elect  representatives  in  whom  they 
have  confidence.  Chair,  Councillor  Beatrice  Kent, 
President.  1 1,  Chandos  Street,  Cavendish  Square, 
W.     7  p.m. 

March  nth. — R.B.N.A.  Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate, 
S.W.  :  Paper  by  Miss  A.  E.  Macdonald,  on  "  Men- 
tal Nursing  along  the  Lines  of  Suggestion  and 
Constructive  Thought."     3   p.m. 

March  ijth. — General  Nursing  Council  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales.  Meeting.  Ministry  of  Health, 
Whitehall,  S.W.  2.     2.30  p.m. 

•  March  18th. — R.B.N.A.  Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate, 

S.W, :  Lecture  by  Professor  MacGregor-Morris,  on 
"  Thunder  and  Lightning,"  illustrated  by  lantern 
sUdes.     3  p.m. 

March  2^rd. — Central  Midwives'  Board  : 
Monthly  Meeting,  i.  Queen  Anne's  Gate  Buildings, 
S.W. 

March  ^ist. — Professional  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses.  Annual  General  Meeting,  "  Plane  Tree," 
106,  Great  Russell  Street,  W.C.i.  Admission  by 
1922  Membership  card.     5.30  p.m. 


A   WORD    FOR    THE    WEEK. 

A  Good  Citizen. 

"  A  good  citizen  is  one  who  is  willing  at  all  times 
to  make  some  sacrifice  of  his  time,  means  and  con- 
venience to  advance  the  common  welfare,  and  has 
such  an  abiding  interest  in  this  that  he  is  alwj.ys 
watchful  and  needs  no  urging  to  do  his  duty." — 
Ex-Governor  Judson  A .  Harmon.  Ohio. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

THE   REGISTRATION    UKASE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  or  Nursino. 

Dear  Madam, — Your  editorial  footnote  to 
Miss  Swiss's  reply  to  my  letter  in  the  Journal  last 
week  puts  my  point  of  view  very  clearly,  but  I 
shall  be  obliged  if  you  will  provide  space  for  a 
few  further  remarks  from  myself. 

First,  upon  reading  the  report  of  the  meeting 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council,  on  February  1 7th, 
I  was  naturally  indignant  to  find  the  two  new 
Rules  and  the  Instruction  "  thrust  upon  us,"  and 
still  hope  the  Minister  of  Health  will  hesitate  to 
sign  the  Rules.  I  gather  that  the  Instruction 
to  the  Registration  Committee,  composed  largely 
of  those  in  favour  of  depriving  its  members  of 
personal  responsibility,  must  be  complied  with, 
and  I  agree  with  you  that  in  doing  so  it  places 
itself  in  an  "  untenable  position."  More,  I 
consider  its  position  not  only  "  untenable,"  but 
contemptible,  and  dangerous  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  Registered  Nurses  who  are  responsible  for 
financing  the  work  of  registration.  Like  Miss 
Julia  Hurlston  I  studied  the  Rules  before  I  appUed 
to  be  registered,  and  I  was  satisfied  that  those 
who  drafted  them  had  provided  the  necessary 
safeguards,  and  the  fact  that  you  were  on  the 
Council  added  to  my  sense  of  security.  It  appears 
to  me  most  unjust  that,  as  soon  as  we  have  agreed 
to  register  under  the  present  Rules,  people  in 
whom  I,  for  one,  have  no  confidence,  should 
agree  together  outside  the  Council  to  have  them 
so  altered  that  thoughtful  nurses  must  resent 
them  when  they  realise  the  pitfalls  they  present. 

I  strongly  object  (i)  to  Dr.  Goodall's  new  Rule 
making  it  possible  for  "  College  "  members  and 
others  to  register  without  direct  documentary 
evidence  of  their  qualifications  being  in  evidence 
in  our  office.  We  have  no  control  over  the  "  Col- 
lege "  Secretary  or  "  other  responsible  officers  " 
(whatever  that  means)  of  that  or  any  other  body. 
And  why  are  nurses  to  be  compelled  to  provide 
documentary  evidence  first  hand  to  the  officials 
of  the  College  Company,  and  our  Statutory  Council 
to  be  satisfied  with  second-hand  records  ?  Such 
a  system  depreciates  the  prestige  and  authority  of 
our  State  Registration  Authority — as  it  is  intended 
to  do.  I  object  {2)  to  Miss  Coulton's  new  Rule. 
One  need  not  waste  words  on  the  reasons  for  this 
job.  It  is  apparent  to  the  meanest  intelUgence. 
It  is  quite  clear  it  is  not  a  question  of  placing 
people  on  the  Standing  Committees,  but  of  making 
it  possible  to  turn  them  off  ;  and  if  the  Minister 
signs  this  Rule  and  permits  tliis  scandalous  method 
of  depriving  members  of  office,  I  hope  Parliament 
will  have  something  to  say  about  such  tactics 
when  the  Rules  lie  on  the  table  in  the  House. 


S8 


xif)c  Brttteb  3ournal  of  "WureinQ. 


March  ii,    1922 


I  object  (3)  to  Miss  Cox-Davies's  "  Instruction." 
"We  want  no  bureaucracy  in  our  office  and  no 
Star  Chamber  for  our  Council.  With  all  due 
respect,  the  Registrar  is  our  salaried  official ; 
her  duty  is  to  act  as  such.  She  is  not  a  member 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council,  and  has  no  right 
to  be  placed  in  a  position  to  assume  its  func- 
tions, and  I  hope  those  members  of  the  Registra- 
tion Committee  who  object  to  this  Instruction  will 
stand  firmly  against  being  placed  in  a  totally  false 
position.  Parliament  has  entrusted  them  with 
responsibility  for  the  correctness  of  our  State 
Register,  and  they  should  refuse  to  accept  respon- 
sibihty  without  authority.  The  General  Nursing 
Council  is  responsible  to  the  Registered  Nurses, 
that  they  should  take  every  means  in  their 
power,  by  personal  scrutiny  and  otherwise,  to 
keep  faith  with  us.  By  weakly  handing  their 
authority  into  the  hands  of  an  official  they  are 
betraying  their  trust.  Such  persons  who  have 
neither  time,  inclination  nor  energy  to  scrupulously 
perform  their  duties  to  us  in  this  connection,  had 
better  resign,  and  let  others  succeed  them  who 
have  a  keener  professional  conscience. 

I  have  no  wish  to  offer  what  Miss  Swiss  calls 
"  destructive  criticism,"  but  from  the  tone  of  her 
letter  to  her  fellow  "  registered  nurses  "  presum- 
ably any  expression  of  opinion  which  differs  from 
her  own  is  "  destructive."  Until  members  of  the 
nominated  Council  realise  that  they  are  our  trustees 
and  not  our  dictators,  I  fear  "  destructive  criticism  " 
will  continue. 

Believe  me,  dear  Madam,  yours  sincerely, 

Mary  Burr,  Registered  Nurse. 

East  View,  Lydd,  Kent. 

THE  UNCERTAINTY  OF  THE  RULES  FOR 
REGISTRATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — I  note  Miss  Swiss  advises  that 
"  if  nurses  are  dissatisfied  with  the  present  methods 
of  administrating  the  Registration  Act  (I  am,  for 
one)  they  should  use  all  their  efforts  to  get  as 
many  nurses  as  possible  to  register  in  order  that 
they  may  secure  the  representatives  they  desire 
at  the  forthcoming  election." 

I  am  in  touch  with  a  large  number  of  certificated 
nurses,  and  from  the  moment  I  heard  last  July 
that  nurses  could  apply  for  registration  by  the 
G.N.C.,  I  have  used  all  the  influence  I  have  in 
advising  them  to  join  early,  and  I  think  with  some 
success,  explaining  the  Rules  to  them,  and  also 
the  value  it  would  be  to  the  first  Register  to  have  as 
many  capable,  thoughtful  nurses  on  it  as  possible, 
as  they  would  be  the  ones  responsible  for  electing 
the  nurse  members  on  the  next  Council.  I  shall 
now  hold  my  hand  until  it  is  decided  whether  the 
Rules  under  which  we  registered  are  to  hold  good 
or  not,  as  I  should  have  no  faith  in  a  Council 
elected  by  those  whose  certificates  and  credentials 
have  not  been  scrutinised  by  members  of  the 
Council. 

There  is  no  ambiguity  about  the  "  Instruction." 
The  Registration  Committee  is  instructed  "  to 
examine  only  those  cases  which  are  reported  to 


them  by  the  Registrar."  As  you  point  out  this 
gives  this  official  "  discretion  "  ;  an  outrageous 
condition  of  affairs. 

Yours, 
Jvt.iAHvRi.STON  Registered  Nurse,  No.  18. 
Victoria  Institute  for  Nurses,  Bournemouth. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Editor, — Miss  Swiss's  reply  to  Miss 
Burr's  letter  in  the  B.J.N,  clearly  shows  her 
ignorance  of  the  general  feeling  predominating 
at  the  present  moment  among  registered  and 
would-be  registered  nurses. 

Far  from  finding  amusement  at  Miss  Burr's 
anxiety,  Miss  Swiss  would  do  well  to  realise  that 
the  same  anxiety  mingled  with  distrust  is  being 
strongly  felt  among  the  majority  of  the  thinking 
women  of  the  profession  to-day.  Miss  Burr  is 
accused  of  "  displaying  only  a  partial  knowledge 
of  the  issues,  etc."  I  would  remind  Miss  Swiss 
that  the  unexplained  resignations  of  certain 
members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  leaves 
us  with  only  a  partial  knowledge  of  the  policy 
of  the  people  entrusted  by  Act  of  Parliament  to 
safeguard  the  interests  of  the  profession,  also 
that  to  the  "  partially- informed,"  the  speeding- 
up  policy  appears  to  be  somewhat  ill-timed 
after  the  ten  weeks'  stagnation  on  the  part  of  the 
Council.  It  is  obvious  from  results  obtained  that 
speeding-up  is  essential,  but  not  at  any  price. 

I  might  mention  that  I  applied  in  August,  192 1, 
to  be  registered.  I  received  my  certificate  in 
January,  1922.  Though  certainly  belated,  I  have 
the  Satisfaction  of  being  State  Registered  and  not 
placed  automatically  on  the  Register  by  any  outside 
authority. 

There  are  4,180  nurses  who  registered  previous 
to  January,  and  among  them  a  sufficient  number 
of  pukka  State  registrationists  to  ensure  that  the 
electorate  of  October  next  will  not  waste  the 
power  of  the  vote,  it  is  therefore  scarcely  necessary 
to  use  the  coming  election  as  an  excuse  to  speed 
up  registration  on  lines  other  than  the  prescribed 
and  accepted  rules  given  to  us  by  Act  of  Parliament. 
Yours  faithfully, 
S.  J.  Rossiter,  Registered  Nurse. 

{Memjber  B arts'   League,   Member  R.B.N. A.). 

Sisters'  Quarters, 

Royal  Naval  Hospital,  Haslar. 

KERNELS    FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

"  Speeding  Up  Registration." 
A  Lay  woman. — "  A  sense  of  humour  does  not 
appear  to  be  an  attribute  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
'  Speeding  up  Registration  '  can  hardly  have  been 
accelerated  by  the  majority  of  the  G.N.C.  sulking 
in  their  tents  for  ten  weeks  !  nor  by  entrusting 
this  pqhcy  of  hustle  to  those  who  in  the  past  have 
opposed  registration  by  every  means  in  their  power, 
or  by  making  new  Rules  to  eliminate  the  '  real  regis- 
trationists '  from  power.  As  a  member  of  the  public 
whom  ParUament  intended  to  protect  through 
the  Nurses'  Registration  Act  from  inefficient  and 
disreputable  nurses,  I  strongly  object  to  the  '  fell 


March  ii,   1922 


Zbc  »rltt»f)  .Journal  of  Tluretna 


H9 


swoop '  method  of  compiling  the  Register.  It 
appears  truly  Gilbertian  to  me  that  the  nurses 
have  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  who  go  on  strike  when  they  choose,  and 
who  are  whipped  up  to  vote  against  their  true 
interests  when  the  strike  is  called .  off !  I 
have  been  interested  in  the  registration  cam- 
paign for  thirty  odd  years,  and  always  admired 
the  self-supporting  manner  in  which  the  nurses 
conducted  it.  No  first-class  fares  for  them.  As 
Mrs.  Sarah  Grand  says  of  the  old  Duke  :  "  that 
is  not  the  way  old  Ninnie  does  things.'  I  do  not 
suppose  the  '  College  '  nurses  want  to  be  exempted 
from  providing  documentary  evidence  of  their 
qualifications  for  State  Registration  by  the  G.N.C., 
or  to  be  admitted  in  bulk  at  a  reduced  price — as 
apparently  proposed  by  their  '  bosses  '  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health — but  if  any  such  '  concession  ' 
is  made  to  this  Company,  '  half-price  '  ought  to  be 
added  to  their  '  certs.'  as  an  additional  qualifica- 
tion !  The  practical  result  of  the  present  new 
Rule  exempting  applicants  from  presenting  docu- 
mentary evidence — excepting  on  the  liearsay  of 
the  College  Secretary — is  to  substitute  the  College 
Council  as  the  Registration  Authority,  in  place  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council  appointed  by  Parlia- 
ment. Glad  to  see  Protest  Meeting  on  the  tapis. 
These  new  Rules  and  the  Ukase  affect  our  rights 
as  citizens,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Nursing  Profes- 
sion. I  have  written  to  our  Member  on  the 
matter." 
Delighted  with  Registration  Certificate. 

Miss  Jessie  Appleyard. — "  My  registration  cer- 
tificate has  come.  I  am  delighted  with  it.  Beyond 
its  own  special  value  to  each  nurse  receiving  it,  it 
must  always  stand  for  the  }^ears  of  unwearying 
thought,  and  brave  effort  on  the  part  of  yourself. 
Miss  Breay  and  those  who  have  helped  you  to 
bring  about  the  accomplishment  of  the  Regis- 
tration Act." 

The  Record  of  Certificates. 

From  Miss  L.  L.  Dock,  U.S.  A . — "  Dear  People,— 
♦  I  doubt  that  I  shall  ever  go  abroad  again.  The 
way  you  two  go  on  working  is  a  marvel.  Yes  ; 
I  did  read,  and  almost  fell  from  my  chair,  that 
most  despicable  attempt  to  deprive  nurses  of  their 
professional  records.  What  will  not  those  people 
attempt  ?  .  .  .  Long  life  to  you  both." 
Fine  National  Work. 

Mental  Nurse.  —  "  Thank  you  for  recent 
editorial.  Indeed,  it  seems  '  all  kicks  and  no 
halfpence  '  for  mental  nurses.  We  are  too  much 
shut  away,  but  things  are  bettering.  Male  mental 
nurses  hve  a  much  more  natural  life  than  we 
women.  Some  marry  and  come  in  for  certain 
hours'  service,  and  have  their  nice  little  homes, 
kind  wife  and  children  to  console  them  in  off-duty 
time.  Why  can't  we  women  do  likewise  ?  But, 
then,  what  would  happen  to  the  homes,  the  hus- 
bands, and  the  children  if  we  left  them  all  day  ? 
Circumstances  for  working  women  are  different. 
We  never  earn  enough  to  be  really  free  excepting 
for  a  few  hours  at  a  time.  But  I  am  very  strongly 
in  favour  of  marriage.  We  are  coming  to  a  time 
when  the  enforced  ceUbacy  of  many  of  the  best 
of  women  is  going  to  be  a  very  vital  question 


indeed.  More  marriage,  more  mothers — ^that  is 
the  first  step  towards  emptying  asylums  so 
far  as  women  are  concerned.  I  have  just  been 
to  take  my  B.J.N,  to  a  friend,  who  is  a 
midwife,  and  simply  grudges  anyone  being  a 
'  spin.'  Some  of  our  girls  are  very  bonny,  and 
went  laughing  past  her  window.  '  Oh  I  dearie 
me  ;  what  a  waste  !  There's  mothers  for  you  !  " 
she  exclaimed  with  a  sigh.  '  Anyway,'  she  added, 
'  they  are  very  good  mothers  to  those  poor 
demented  creatures.  Let's  hope  they'll  have 
their  reward.'  So  I  thought  I  would  send  you  a 
line  to  thank  you  for  recognising  that  our  work 
is  worth  while,  and  if  any  '  baubles  '  and  bits  of 
ribbon  come  along  we  shall  appreciate  sympathy 
and  recognition  very  much  indeed.  Excuse  a 
rambling  letter." 

REPLIES  TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 

The  Editor  has  received  a  number  of  letters  to  be 
inserted,  unsigned,  on  the  question  of  repealing 
tlie  Rules  for  Registration  a  few  weeks  after 
they  liave  been  through  Parliament  without 
opposition,  and  the  reasons  surmised  for  such 
a  policy.  We  know  how  injurious  the  results 
may  be  to  those  correspondents  who  sign  their 
names,  but  in  this  controversy  only  signed 
letters  carry  weight,  and  we  will  find  space  for  such 
communications.  Miss  Mary  Burr  and  Miss  Julia 
Hurlston  present  the  opinions  of  the  majority  of 
our  correspondents,  the  keynote  of  their  opinions 
being  a  demand  for  justice  and  equality  for  all 
nurses,  with  scrutiny  of  references  by  members 
of  the  Council  before  registration.  No  "  fell 
swoop  "  ;  efficiency,  and  not  expediency,  in  com- 
piling the  Register,  and  no  sacrifice,  by  sweeping 
them  off  Standing  Committees,  of  the  faithful  few 
who  incurred  the  ill-will  of  their  colleagues  by 
standing  firmly  and  publicly  for  the  right  of 
nurses  to  have  their  certificates  recorded  against 
their  names  on  the  published  State  Register ; 
and,  incidentally,  no  interference  at  the  Ministry, 
or  otherwise,  in  the  Council's  business  by  the  men 
who  control  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd. 

The  Editor  thanks  Miss  Colville  (Glasgow),  Miss 
E.  Simmons  (Manchester),  Miss  A.  Tubbs  (Notting- 
ham), for   appreciative   letters   sent  with   annual 

subscriptions. 

»»      ■ 

OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

March  18th. — Describe  the  hygiene  of  ventilation 
as  applied  to  the  sick  room  and  hospital  ward. 

March  2^th. — How  would  you  prepare  a  patient 
for  a  Rectal  or  Anal  operation  ?  Say  what  you 
know  of  the  nursing  of  Rectal  Cases. 

April  1st. — Describe  the  nursing  of  a  patient 
who  has  been  operated  on  for  carcinoma  of  the 
rectum. 

April  8th. — Detail  the  nursing  of  a  patient 
suffering  from  a  fractured  pelvis.  What  compUca- 
tions  must  be  looked  for,  and,  if  present,  reported 
to  the  surgeon  ?  

We  regret  that  we  are  unable  to  award  a  prize 
this  week,  no  paper  of  sufficient  merit  'having 
been  received. 


i(5o      CTbe  Brttieb  Journal  of  IRuraing  Supplement      March  u,  1922 

The   Mid^vife. 


THE  WILLESDEN  CONTROVERSY. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  there  has  recently 
been  a  keen  controversy  between  the  local  medical 
practitioners  and  the  Willesden  District  Council 
on  the  question  of  the  Health  Services  in  that 
district.  The  Medical  Practitioners'  Union  ap- 
pointed a  Commission  to  investigate  the  conditions 
out  of  which  the  controversy  arose,  and  has  now 
issued  a  report  which  is  signed  Gordon  Ward,  M.D., 
E.  A.  Gregg,  L.R.C.P.,  and  A.  Welply,  M.D. 

The  Report  states  that  the  Health  Committee 
accepted  the  Labour  Party's  policy,  which  it 
understood  to  mean  the  setting  up  of  a  new  State 
Medical  Service  system.  The  defect  of  the  scheme 
was  the  disregard  of  existing  services,  with  conse- 
quent overlapping  and  wasteful  expenditure, 
besides  professional  difficulties  for  medical  practi- 
tioners whose  practices  had  been  largely  amongst 
those  for  whom  the  Council  Clinics  now  cater. 

What  is  of  interest  and  importance  to  midwives 
is  the  report  on  the  Urban  District  Council's 
isolation  hospital,  which  the  Commission  describes 
as  "  very  serious."  It  states  that  both  infectious 
and  non-infectious  cases  were  received,  among 
the  latter  being  maternity  cases  (a  hardly  credible 
condition  of  things  in  the  present  state  of  know- 
ledge as  to  the  danger  and  method  of  conveyance 
of  puerperal  sepsis.)  The  Commission  states  that 
the  staff  was  badly  quartered,  was  below  strengtii, 
and  had  a  high  sickness  rate.  The  buildings  were 
in  an  indifferent  state  of  repair,  and  the  accom- 
modation did  not  permit  of  the  separation  of 
puerperal  septicaemia  from  normal  labour  cases. 
(A  graver  charge  than  this  against  a  responsible 
public  authority  in  relation  to  the  care  of  such 
cases  could  scarcely  be  made.)  The  Commission 
are  of  opinion  that  the  risk  of  conveyance  of  sepsis 
from  the  fever  wards  to  the  maternity  ward  must 
in  any  case  have  existed,  and  that  it  was  inevitably 
accentuated  by  the  bad  housing  conditions  of  the 
nursing  staff,  and,  in  fact,  "  there  is  grave  reason 
to  suspect  that  disregard  of  these  elementary  con- 
siderations has  brought  its  own  punishment — not 
on  the  Council,  but  on  the  unfortunate  inmates 
of  the  maternity  wards." 

The  Commission  urges  that  the  Willesden  Urban 
District  Council  must  change  its  policy,  and  close 
the  present  maternity  wards,  and  suggests  either 
that  the  Guardians  should  take  over  these  cases 
or  a  round-table  conference  should  consider  an 
alternative  plan,  involving  co-operation  of  exist- 
ing services  which  should  include  both  existing 
officers  of  the  Council,  practitioners  of  the  district, 
with  possibly  a  member  appointed  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  or  one  of  the  recognised  associations  of 
medical  practitioners,  having  special  knowledge 
of  the  subject. 

The  Commission  is  of  opinion  that  the  Council 
would  be  well  advised  to  concentrate  on  the 
preventive  work,  and  leave  the  curative  work  to 
the  local  practitioners. 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES*  BOARD. 

LIST  OF  SUCCESSFUL  CANDIDATES. 

The  list  of  successful  candidates  at  the  91st 
Examination,  held  by  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  last  month,  gives  the  following  results  :— 

Candidates  examined         .  .  . .  . .   669 

passed  .  .  . .  . .   526 

Percentage  of  failures         .  .  . .  .  .  21.4 

PENAL   CASES. 

A  Special  Meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives' 
Board  for  the  hearing  of  the  charges  against  five 
certified  midwives  was  held  at  i.  Queen  Anne's 
Gate  Buildings,  Westminster,  S.W.,  on  Thursday, 
February  23rd,  with  the  following  results  :■ — 

Struck  off  the  Roll  and  Certificates  Cancelled. — 
Midwives  Aldwyth  Wheawell  Abbott  (No.  26604, 
C.M.B.  Examination),  Elizabeth  Atkins  (No. 
1 3891),  Kate  Hailey  (No.  18608),  Rose  Sayers 
(No.  1565). 

Judgment  Suspended. — Midwife  Beatrice  Doro- 
thy Maxted  (No.  54391,  C.M.B,  Examination). 

Amongst  the  charges  against  Midwife  Abbott 
were  the  following  : — 

That  on  January  24th,  1922,  at  the  Ealing 
Police  Court,  you  were  convicted  under  the 
Notification  of  Births  Act  of  failing  to  give  notice 
of  childbirth  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in 
respect  of  six  several  offences,  viz.,  on  October  1 7th, 
on  November  2nd  and  4th,  and  on  December  2nd, 
14th  and  17th,  192 1,  and  were  fined  los.  in  respect 
of  each  such  offence.  It  having  been  proposed  to 
substitute  artificial  feeding  for  breast  feeding,  you 
neglected  to  send  to  theLocal  Supervising  Authority 
the  notification  required  by  Rules  E,  12  A  and 
22  (i)  (f).  She  is  now  prohibited  from  attending 
confinement  cases  in  any  capacity,  as  was  also 
Midwife  Hailey. 

PAINLESS    LABOUR    IN    HYPNOTIC 
STATE. 

The  Roumanian  correspondent  of  the  Lancet 
writes  in  that  journal : — 

"  Dr.  Louis  Hartmann,  director  of  a  large 
county  hospital,  encouraged  by  the  good  results 
reported  in  the  medical  journals  on  painless  labour 
during  hypnotic  sleep,  has  tried  this  method  in  the 
obstetrical  wards  of  his  hospital.  He  selected  for 
the  purpose  one  tertipara,  two  quartiparae,  and 
one  quintipara,  and  induced  hypnotic  sleep  after 
the  bursting  of  the  sac.  Delivery  proceeded 
smoothly  in  all  four  cases,  the  patients  obeying 
promptly  when  ordered  to  press  ;  the  process  was 
shortened  a  great  deal  by  having  contractions  at 
the^  doctor's  will.  After  delivery  the  mothers 
awoke  in  good  general  condition,  only  one  of  them 
complaining  of  stupor ;  this  state  soon  ceased, 
however.  The  loss  of  blood  was  in  all  cases  small 
Dr.  Hartmann  proposes  now  to  select  primipaxag." 


THE 


il^MG 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

THE  miH&IIKIII^COlID 

EDITED  BY  MRS.  BEDFORD  FENWICK,  REGISTERED  NURSE. 


No.  1.772. 


SATURDAY,    MARCH   18.    1922. 


Vol.  LXVIII 


EDITORIAL. 


THE     DOPE     PERIL. 

As  nurses  know  too  well,  the  drug  habit — 
more  especially  the  morphia  or  cocaine  habit — 
is  contracted  with  fatal  facility,  and,  once  con- 
tracted, holds  its  victims  in  a  relentless  grip, 
from  which  it  requires  the  greatest  resolution 
to  escape — a  resolution  which  the  victim,  with 
progressively  weakened  will,  is  rarely  capable 
of  exercising. 

As  we  recently  reported,  Miss  Ellen  La 
Motte,  addressing  the  Matrons'  Council  on 
February  25th,  emphasised  the  existence  of  a 
widespread,  internationally  organised  traffic  in 
our  midst,  more  especially  in  cocaine,  and 
declared  that  those  who  watch  the  papers  will 
constantly  read  of  the  arrest  of  some  person 
engaged  in  this  secret  and  unlawful  trade. 
Since  that  date  hardly  a  day  has  passed  on 
which  we  have  not  found  in  our  daily  papers 
proof  of  the  truth  of  her  words.  The  victims 
of  the  "  dope^'  trade  appear  to  be  chiefly  the 
young.  Girls  and  lads,  by  no  means  necessarily 
vicious,  but  giddy,  maybe,  and  thoughtless,  full 
of  the  joy  of  life,  desirous  to  have  "  a  good 
time,"  and  ignorant  of,  perhaps  wilfully  blind 
to,  the  peril  of  the  Night  Club,  with  its  excite- 
ment, its  opportunities  for  gaiety  degenerat- 
ing into  license,  and  then  the  insidious  sug- 
gestion— the  same  suggestion  as  caused  the 
downfall  of  our  first  parents — that  it  is  good 
to  taste  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  the  know- 
ledge of  good  and  evil,  and  that  its  fruit  is  to 
be  desired  to  make  one  wise.  The  tempter 
and  the  tempted,  downfall,  tragedy ;  that  is  the 
sordid  and  vicious  history,  and  too  often  the 
last  chapter  records  the  death  of  the  victim, 
whether  man  or  woman,  by  misadventure, 
suicide,  or  violence. 


To  grow  rich  on  the  ruin  of  the  weak,  and 
especially  of  the  young,  is  the  objective  of 
those  engaged  in  the  dope  traffic,  whose 
agents,  it  appears,  in  this  country  are  fre- 
quently men  of  colour.  The  deadly  ."  snow," 
as  cocaine  is  called,  is  passed  from  hand  to 
hand  in  such  vehicles  as  cigarette  cases, 
matchboxes,  even  fountain  pens.  Perhaps, 
indeed,  nothing  at  all  passes,  but  a  sniff  of 
the  drug  is  obtained  at  an  extravagant  price, 
and  the  craving  is  temporarily  relieved,  to 
return  later  on  with  added  intensity,  and,  as 
toleration  is  established,  requiring  larger  and 
larger  doses  to  obtain  the  same  result. 

Now  that  we  are  aware  of  this  increasing 
peril  in  our  midst  it  behoves  every  one  of  us 
to  do  everything  in  our  power  to  suppress  it. 
The  underground  trade,  actually  as  well  as 
figuratively  underground,  for  the  majority  of 
the  Night  Clubs  in  which  the  traffic  is  to  a 
great  extent  carried  on,  are  housed  under- 
ground, must  be  put  down  with  a  stern  hand, 
and  new  legislation,  if  necessary,  enacted  to 
cope  with  it. 

But  do  not  let  us  forget  when  we  rightly 
blame  the  secret  agent,  that  we  as  a  nation 
cannot  be  held  free  from  blame  so  long  as  in 
our  Eastern  Empire,  from  which  the  chief 
supplies  of  opium  and  cocaine  are  obtained, 
we  put  upon  the  market  a  far  larger  supply 
than  is  required  for  the  legitimate  trade, 
applying  the  profits  to  the  purposes  of  revenue. 
It  is  a  far  cry  from  an  Auction  Sale  under 
a  tropica]  sun,  at  the  instance  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  the  inquest  on  the  death  of  a  young 
girl  in  a  London  Coroner's  Court,  but  the 
connection  is  there,  and  we  must  not  shirk  the 
fact. 

As  nurses,  let  us  do  what  we  can,  when  we 
can,  and  where  we  can,  to  secure  the  abolition 
of  this  hideous  trade,  and  to  rescue  its  victims. 
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OUR     FRIZE    COMPETITION. 

DESCRIBE     THE      HYGIENE      OF     VENTILATION      AS 
APPLIED  TO   THE  SICK  ROOM  AND  HOSPITAL  WARD. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  M6na  M.  G.  Bielby,  Cranford, 
Middlesex. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

The  ideal  of  ventilation  should  be  to  supply 
the  sick  room  or  hospital  ward  abundantly  with 
the  natural  outdoor  atmosphere.  Abundance 
is  necessary  {a)  because  the  constituents  of  the 
natural  atmosphere  are  essential  ix>  life  and 
health ;  (b)  because  the  patients  cannot  go  out 
to  obtain  them ;  (c)  because  in  illness  both  the 
skin  and  lung^s  give  off  abnormally  impure 
emanations,  which  poison  the  air.  The  aim, 
therefore,  should  be  to  remove  those  impurities 
from  the  indoor  atmosphere  as  they  arise,  and 
to  arrange  a  continuous  supply  of  cool,  fresh 
air  without  chilling  the  patients. 

The  natural  atmosphere  is  a  nearly  uniform 
composition.  It  is  a  mixture  of  oxygen, 
nitrog-en,  carbonic  acid,  and  watery  vapour, 
wath,  commonly,  traces  of  other  gases,  as 
ammonia,  sulphuretted  hydrog^en,  &c.  Of 
every  100  volumes  of  pure  atmospheric  air, 
79  volumes  (on  an  average)  consist  of  nitro- 
gen, the  remaining  21  of  oxyg^en.  10,000 
volumes  of  atmospheric  air  contain  only  about 
4  of  carbonic  acid. 

The  chang-es  effected  by  respiration,  in 
health,  in  the  atmospheric  air  are  :  (i)  an  in- 
crease of  temperature ;  (2)  a  great  increase  in 
the  quantity  of  carbonic  acid  ;  (3)  a  diminution 
in  the  quantity  of  oxygen  ;  (4)  a  diminution  of 
volume ;  (5)  an  increase  in  the  amount  of 
watery  vapour;  (6)  the  addition  of  a  minute 
amount  of  organic  putrescible  matter  and  of 
free  ammonia. 

Very  much  more  oxygen  is  absorbed  during 
the  night,  thus  constituting  a  reserve  fund  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  day.  Hence  the 
importance  of  sleeping  in  pure  air.  If  the 
same  air  be  breathed  again  and  again,  the 
proportion  of  carbonic  acid  and  organic  matter 
will  constantly  increase  till  it  becomes  unfit  to 
be  breathed,  but  before  that  point  is  reached 
headache,  languor,  and  other  uneasy  sensa- 
tions occur,  often  inability  to  sleep.  When, 
as  frequently,  the  organism  is  deliberately 
adapted  to  an  intolerable  atmosphere,  it  is  only 
done  at  the  expense  of  a  depression  of  all  the 
vital  functions.  Thus  it  is  evident  that  pro- 
vision for  a  constant  and  plentiful  supply  of 
fresh  air,  and  the  removal  of  that  which  is 
vitiated,  is  of  far  greater  importance  than  the 
actual  cubic  space  per  head  of  occupants. 

Authoritative   tables    state   that    each    indi- 


vidual requires  3,000  cubic  feet  of  fresh  air  per 
hour.  Hence,  in  hospitals,  1,200  cubic  feet  to 
1,500  cubic  feet  require  to  be  changed  twice 
to  three  times  an  hour.  This  implies  that  the 
air  of  a  ward  should  be  kept  continually 
moving  by  means  of  open  windows,  fires,  and 
ventilators  just  below  the  ceiling.  The  best 
type  of  window  is  that  divided  into  horizontal 
sections  opening  inwards  and  fitted  with  side 
pieces  to  prevent  draughts  blowing  on  the 
patients.  Where  such  draughts  cannot  be 
prevented  care  should  be  taken  to  protect  the 
patients'  heads  by  screens  or  extra  coverings. 

It  is  insufficiently  realised  that  two  of  the 
most  important  factors  in  rapid  recovery  from 
illness  are  warmth  and  comfort.  Many  hos- 
pital patients  suffer  severe  discomfort  through 
a  sense  of  chilliness.  Special  diet  might  cure 
this  in  many  cases.  Old  people  with  a  lifelong 
habit  of  covering  the  head  are  never  really 
comfortable  with  it  uncovered,  especially  those 
with  scanty  hair.  Lx>osely  crocheted  or  knitted 
helmets  would  secure  comfort  in  this  respect. 
.  In  providing  continuous  ventilation  for  a 
sick  room  with  sash  windows,  in  rough 
weather,  a  two-inch  length  of  batten  placed 
below  the  lower  sash  is  effectual,  as  this  allows 
a  supply  of  air  to  enter  between  the  sashes, 
which  is  directed  to  the  ceiling.  With  case- 
ment windows  the  patient's  bed  should  be 
placed  out  of  the  air  current,  or  protected  by 
a  screen.  The  temperature  should  be  kept  at 
60  deg.  Gas  fires  should  be  built  so  that  the 
fumes  are  drawn  into  the  chimney,  and  a  kettle 
or  bowl  of  water  placed  on  them  to  prevent 
the  air  becoming  too  dry.  Hot  bottles,  and 
woollies,  including  gloves,  will  ensure  comfort 
on  the  coldest  day. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  H.  Ballard,  Miss  M. 
James,  Miss  P.  Thomas,  Miss  N.  Evans. 

Miss  Ballard  writes  : — 

Ventilation  is  the  replacing  of  the  impure 
air  in  a  confined  space  by  pure  air  from  the 
outside,  and  is  the  most  important  subject  in 
the  hygiene  of  ward  and  sick  room.  Neglect 
of  pure  air  entry  favours  the  development  of 
disease,  retards  healing  of  body  or  wounds, 
and  lowers  the  whole  body  vitality.  This  can 
be  understood  when  one  realises  each  person 
in  a  room  is  breathing  in  pure  air  and  expiring 
about  5  per  cent,  carbonic  acid,  and  watery 
vapour  containing  other  impurities. 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

How  would  you  prepare  a  patient  for  a 
Rectal  or  Anal  Operation?  Say  what  you 
know  of  the  nursing  of  Rectal  Cases. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 

At  the  first  meeting-  of  the  newly  elected 
London  County  Council,  held  on  Tuesday,  Dr. 
Florence  Barrie  Lambert,  who,  as  a  Muni- 
cipal Reform  candidate,  unsuccessfully  con- 
tested the  Bow  and  Bromley  division  of  Poplar 
in  the  recent  elections,  was  chosen  as  the 
Council's  first  woman  alderman,  a  position  she 
will  hold  for  six  years.  She  was  recommended 
for  election  as  alderman  by  the  Municipal 
Reform  Party. 

Dr.  Lambert's  professional  career  began  at 
the  London  Hospital  Training  School  for 
Nurses  in  Bow  Road,  E.,  in  1896.  From  1900 
to  1 90 1  she  served  as  an  Army  Sister  in  the 
Imperial  Yeomanry  Hospital,  Deelfontein, 
South  Africa,  in  the  South  African  War. 
After  six  years  given  to  the  study  of  medicine 
she  spent  a  year  studying  physical  training- 
and  remedial  gymnastics  in  Sweden,  and  then 
began  her  private  practice. 

She  has  held  many  medical  posts  in  London 
and  elsewhere.  In  191 5  she  was  appointed 
Inspector  of  Military  Massag-e  and  Electrical 
Services,  and  was  affiliated  to  Headquarters 
R.A.M.C.,  with  rank  and  pay  equalling  that 
of  a  major. 

In  1919  Dr.  Lambert  was  asked  by  Sir 
Georg-e  Newman  to  join  the  staff  of  the  newly 
formed  Ministry-  of  Health,  and  was  appointed 
Medical  Officer  on  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Section.     She  resigned  last  June. 


under  the  presidency  of  Lieut. -Col.  Bertram  A. 
Smith,  D.S.O. 

The  donation,  which  was  given  through  the 
chairman,  came  at  a  time  when  the  funds  were 
very  low,  and  the  reserve  fund  had  been  twice 
drawn  on  during  the  year  to  meet  the  heavy 
expenses,  the  outlook  for  the  winter  being 
very  serious.  The  yearly  income,  however, 
was  still  far  short  of  what  was  required  to 
carry  on  the  work  adequately. 

The  financial  statement  showed  that  the 
receipts  totalled  ;^2,o76  6s.  6d.  Happily, 
through  the  ;^i,ooo  donation,  a  deficit  of 
;^459  had  been  turned  into  a  balance  in  hand. 

Proposing  the  adoption  of  the  report,  the 
chairman  said  he  was  greatly  impressed  by  the 
economical  manner  in  which  the  charity  was 
managed,  the  expenditure  of  £2,^00  being 
extremely  moderate.  All  would  join  him  in 
conveying,  through  the  press,  their  grateful 
thanks  to  the  donor  of  the  magnanimous  gift 

of    ;^I,000. 

Mr.  S.  L.  Page,  chairman  of  the  Notting- 
ham Board  of  Guardians,  voiced  the  appre- 
ciation of  that  body,  and  Mr.  J.  D.  Player 
took  the  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Superin- 
tendent and  her  assistant,  together  with  the 
nurses,  for  their  valuable  services. 


Miss  Thyra  Pound — the  probationer  who  was 
missing  from  the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children, 
Great  Ormond  Street,  since  January  i6th, 
and  whose  body  was  recovered  from  the 
Thames  near  Bermondsey,  settles  definitely 
the  fate  of  this  unfortunate  young  nurse.  What 
remains  to  be:  investigated  is  how  she  met  with 
it.  What  happyened  to  her  between  the  time 
she  left  the  hospital  and  her  death  ?  The  belief 
of  her  mother,  who  resides  at  Shrivenham,  in 
Berkshire,  is  that  she  was  kidnapped. 

However  that  may  be,  it  is  well  known  that 
in  the  district  near  Great  Ormond  Street  are 
many  houses  of  bad  repute,  and  it  would  not 
be  difficult  for  persons  engaged  in  this  trade, 
working  from  them,  to  stalk  down  a  good- 
looking  girl. 


But  for  a  ;^i,ooo  donation  from  a  ladv  who 
desired  to  remain  anonymous,  the  Nottingham 
District  Nursing  Association  would  have 
finished  up  last  year  with  a  heavy  deficit,  this 
fact  being  disclosed  at  the  annual  meeting, 
which  was  held  at  the  Nottingham  Exchange, 


Grievances  among  nurses  at  Portsmouth 
Infirmar\'  having  been  brought  to  light,  the 
guardians  are  endeavouring  to  improve  the 
social  conditions  of  the  staff  at  the  institution. 

Recently  a  nurse  was  dismissed  for  smoking 
after  she  had  been  warned  not  to  do  so,  but 
some  of  the  guardians  afterwards  repented, 
and  she  was  reinstated. 

Then  the  Ministry  of  Health's  inspector 
appeared  on  the  scene,  and  suggested  the  pro- 
vision of  a  smoking-room.  To  this  the  gfuar- 
dians  have  agreed. 

One  of  the  nurses  stated  at  an  interview 
that  the  staff  had  not  made  an  application  for 
the  smoking-room,  and  had  no  gfrievance  on 
the  score  that  smoking  had  not  been  allowed. 

Only  a  few  members  of  the  staff,  she  de- 
clared, indulged  in  smoking,  and  she  was  sur- 
prised at  the  proposal  having  been  made. 


At  the  conclusion  of  the  recent  General 
Me;eting  of  the  Aberdeen  District  Nursing 
Association,  the  Chairman,  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee,  presented  Miss  MacMaster,  the 
Superintendent,  with  a  gold  wristlet  watch, 
and  Miss  K.  Macdonald,  senior  nurse,  with  a 
handbag  containing  Treasury  notes.  In 
making  the  presentation,  he  said  that  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Executive  he  had  had  the 
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pleasure  of  presenting  Miss  Macdonald  with 
the  Long  Service  Gold  Badge,  awarded  by 
the  Council  of  the  Queen  Victoria  Jubilee 
Institute,  and  the  Committee  felt  that  they 
could  not  allow  the  opportunity  to  pass  with- 
out showing  their  appreciation  of  the  long  and 
faithful  service  rendered  to  the  Association  by 
both  Miss  MacMaster,  who  had  now  attained 
her  siemi-jubilee  at  Ingleboro  House,  and  by 
Miss  Macdonald,  whose  21  years'  service  had 
all  been  spent  in  Aberdeen.  The  Committee 
hoped  that  these  presentations  might  have 
been  made  in  a  more  formal  manner  at  the 
annual  meeting,  but  in  deference  to  the  ex- 
pressed wishes  of  both  ladies,  this  simpler  pro- 
cedure was  adopted.  He  hoped  that  the  gifts 
would  be  accepted  as  a  token  of  goodwill  from 
the  Committee,  and  of  their  recognition  of  the 
long  years  of  self-denying  and  devoted  service 
which  both  had  rendered. 

Miss  MacMaster  feelingly  replied,  and  ex- 
pressed thanks  for  both  Miss  .Macdonald  and 
herself. 


gance  than  the  Committee  of  thisi  publicly 
subscribed  Fund.  It  is  high  time  Parliament 
inquired  into  the  whole  question. 


The  Glasgow  Herald  states  that  a  Mane- 
quin  Parade  is  to  be  a  feature  of  the  Sale  of 
Work  which  Lady  Stirling-Maxwell  is  to  open 
on  the  siecond  Saturday  in  April,  in  aid  of  the 
Glasgow  Centre  of  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd. 

Nothing  could  be  more  opportune,  as  no 
doubt  "Nurse  Juliet,"  the  Bond  Street 
Manequin,  will  at  last  take  this  opportunity 
of  materialising  and  disproving  the  charge 
that  she  is  "  a  fake,"  and  that  every  penny 
subscribed  towards  her  relief  by  a  guileless 
public  through  the  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses 
and  the  College  Company  should  be  returned 
to  the  donors.  We  sincerely  hope  the  elusive 
"  Juliet  "  will  take  this  opportunity  of 
"  scorning  the  action  "  ascribed  to  her. 


In  this  connection  we  have  applied  in  vain 
to  the  Headquarters  (a  shop  in  North  Audley 
Street,  W.)  of  the  Nation's  Fund  for  Nurses 
for  an  up-to-date  Report  and  Balance  Sheet. 
Apparently  only  one  Balance  Sheet  has  been 
issued  (in  1919)  since  Lady  Cowdray  and  a  band 
of  actresses  sitartedi  the  Fund  on  its  mendi- 
cant career  in  the  name  of  the  Nation's 
Nurses  in  1917,  and  as  that  Report  was 
severely  criticised  (poor  nurses  having  received 
some  ;^2,ooo,  whilst  advertisers  secured  more 
than  ^4,000),  it  is  high  time  the  Committee 
of  the  Fund  made  public  their  transactions 
during  the  past  two  years.  Never  has  social 
influence  and  wealthi  flouted  the  "  Nation's 
Nurses ' '    and    the   public   with    greater  arro- 


Miss  Ella  Wortabet  has  delivered  an  ex- 
tremely interesting  series  of  lantern  lectures 
at  the  Central  Y.M.C.A.  at  Bonn  on  The 
Downfall  of  Turkey,  The  Berlin  Treaty, 
1898,  Egypt  and  Cyprus,  and  Syria  and  Pales- 
tine. Miss  Wortabet  possesses  a  unique 
knowledge  of  conditions  in  the  Near  and 
Middle  East,  and  is  a  very  fluent  speaker. 


Miss  Grace  Fairley,  the  well-known  Super- 
intendent of  the  Hamilton  General  Hospital, 
Canada,  is  on  a  short  visit  to  this  country  at 
present,  and,  as  one  of  the  younger  enthu- 
siasts on  Nursing  Education,  she  had  much  to 
tell  us  of  Canadian  progress  in  this  particular 
when  we  recently  had  the  pleasure  of  a  chat 
with  her  at  International  Headquarters  (431, 
Oxford  Street,  W.).  We  gathered  that  cen- 
tralised teaching  for  probationers  is  going 
forward  at  the  larger  Canadian  centres, 
usually  organised  in  connection  with  the 
Universities,  and  is  proving  a  great  success, 
providing  as  it  does  theoretical  instruction  to 
probationers  in  the  smaller  and  special  hos- 
pitals.   

Miss  Fairley  is  R.N.  Quebec,  and  intends 
to  register  with  the  G.N.C.  England  and 
Wales.  She  is  a  Councillor  of  the  Canadian 
National  Association  of  Trained  Nurses,  and 
Hon.  President  of  the  Alumnae  Association 
(League)  of  Hamilton  General  Hospital  Train- 
ing School  for  Nurses.  Miss  Fairley  is  deeply 
interested  in  the  work  of  the  International 
Council  of  Nurses,  "and  feels  badly"  that 
duty  will  recall  her  to  Canada  before  the 
Copenhagen  gathering.  We  sincerely  regret 
it  too,  as  it  is  these  bright  younger  women 
who'  must  now  come  forward  and  carry  on  the 
work  made^  possible  by  the  "  brain  waves  "  of 
their  pioneers,  in  whom  must  be  included  the 
revered  Miss  Snivele}-,  doyenne  of  modern 
nursing  in  Canada,  who  still  takes  the  liveliest 
interest  in  professional  afi'airs. 


PRESENTATION. 

In  recognition  of  her  serviecs  to  the  Society 
during  the  last  22  years.  Nurse  Cattell  was  presented 
with  an  illuminated  address  and  a  number  of 
War  Savings  Certificates  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  East  London  Nursing  Society,  held  at 
38,  Grosvenor  Square,  by  permission  of  Maud 
Lady  Calthorpe,  and  presided  over  by  Mr.  John 
Tennant. 
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REGISTERED  NURSES' 
PARLIAMENTARY  COUNCIL. 

PUBLIC     MEETING     OF     PROTEST. 

The  Public  Meeting  convened  by  the  Registered 
Nurses'  Parhamentary  Council  to  protest  against 
the  conduct  of  Members  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  in  absenting  themselves  from  meetings  for 
ten  weeks,  and  with  the  object  of  petitioning  the 
Minister  of  Health  not  to  sign  two  new  Rules 
carried  by  the  votes  of  those  persons  on  February 
17th,  and  to  invite  the  Minister  of  Health  to  dis- 
solve the  nominated  Council  in  which  independent 
nurses  have  no  confidence,  at  an  early  date,  so  that 
the  Registered  Nurses  may  elect  their  own  Repre- 
sentatives, was  held  at  11,  Chandos  Street, 
Cavendish  Square,  on  March  loth.  Councillor 
Beatrice  Kent,  President  of  the  Council,  presided 
with  the  utmost  dignity  and  success,  and  was 
supported  on  the  platform,  gay  with  spring  flowers, 
by  Miss  E.  B.  Kingsford  (Member  Matrons'  Council 
Of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland),  Mrs.  Paul  (Chairman 
Professional  Union  of  Trained  Nurses),  Miss  G. 
Lord  (Chairman  National  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses),  Miss  Anderson  Parsons  (Member  Pro- 
fessional Union  of  Trained  Nurses),  Miss  Margaret 
Breay  (Hon.  Secretary  R.N.P.C),  Miss  G.  Le  Geyt 
(Member  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association),  Miss 
F,  Wise  (Chairman,  Association  of  Trained  Nurses 
in  Public  Health  Work),  Miss  E.  J.  Hurlston 
(Member  League  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital 
Nurses),  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Craig. 

The  room  was  filled  to  the  doors  with  an  enthu- 
siastic audience,  some  of  those  at  the  back  finding 
only  standing  room. 

The  notice  convening  the  Meeting  having  been 
read  by  the  Hon.  Secretary,  Miss  Breay  said  she 
would  like  to  remind  the  meeting  that  on  March  loth, 
19 10,  that  great  and  good  woman  and  true  friend 
of  nurses,  Isla  Stewart,  passed  to  her  rest.  Many 
times,  she  added.  Miss  Stewart  occupied  the  chair 
on  this  platform  in  support  of  the  State  Registra- 
tion of  Nurses.  Never  once  during  all  the  years 
that  she  held  high  office  in  the  Nursing  Profession 
did  she  fail  to  respond  to  an  invitation  to  preside 
when  the  liberties  of  the  Nursing  Profession  were 
threatened.  Were  she  alive  we  know  well  she 
would  have  been  with  us  to-day.  Perhaps  she  is. 
Who  knows  ? 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

Miss  Breay  then  announced  a  letter  from  Dr. 
H.  C.  Crouch  expressing  his  regret  at  being  unable 
to  be  present,  and  enclosing  a  cheque  for  £5  towards 
the  expenses  of  the  meeting  to  show  his  sympathy 
with  its  object. 

Miss  Pell  Smith  (Leicester)  also  telegraphed  her 
regrets,  adding  "  donation  follows." 

Miss  Margaret  McDonald,  President  of  the 
Victoria  and  Bournemouth  Nurses'  League,  for- 
warded a  Resolution  strongly  protesting  against 
the  Resolution  proposed  by  Dr.  Goodall,  and  the 
Instruction  proposed  by  Miss  Cox  Davies  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  General  Nursing  Council,  as 
likely  to  reduce  the  value  of  Registration,   and 


stating  further  that  the  Victoria  and  Bournemouth 
Nurses'  League  wished  to  abide  by  the  Rules 
already  sanctioned  by  the  Minister  of  Health  and 
by  Parliament  under  which  they  had  already 
registered. 

Miss  A.  Bosworth  (Yardley)  wrote  that  she 
wished  as  a  Registered  Nurse  (No.  398)  to  protest 
against  the  proposed  alteration  in  the  Rules  drawn 
up  by  the  General  Nursing  Council,  "  under  which 
Rules  I  entered  my  name  for  Registration  with  the 
understanding  that  no  nurse  was  received  on  the 
Register  except  her  certificate  and  a  certified  copy 
thereof  had  been  carefully  scrutinised,  and  work 
and  character  also,  by  Members  of  the  Registration 
Committee,  as  announced  in  the  Press.  If  these 
Rules  are  not  adhered  to  it  seems  to  me  that  we 
who  have  registered  with  this  understanding  must 
be  allowed  to  withdraw  our  names  from  the 
Register  and  claim  back  our  guineas,  if  we  wish  to 
do  so.  I  also  ask  for  a  public  announcement  in 
the  Press  why  certain  members  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  were  allowed  to  go  on  strike  for 
10  weeks  and  thus  hold  up  the  business  of  the 
Council." 

Miss  Ethel  M.  WalUs,  A.R.R.C,  wrote  :  "  I  wish 
I  could  be  present  at  the  meeting  aS  I  feel  very 
strongly  on  the  matter  to  be  discussed.  The  late 
action  of  certain  members  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  is  very  disloyal  to  their  fellow  nurses  whose 
interests  they  are  supposed,  apparently  wrongly, 
to  be  out  to  look  after.  Their  behaviour  is  so  petty 
and  unbusinesslike  and  will  bring  much  adverse 
criticism  on  women's  management  of  their  own 
affairs,  and  their  capacity  to  do  so.  I  wish  you  all 
every  encouragement  and  success  at  the  meeting, 
we  all  owe  much  to  the  disinterested  champions  of 
the  Nursing  Profession." 

Miss  Clara  Lee  (Letchworth)  also  wrote  pro- 
testing strongly  against  the  conduct  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Nursing  Council  who  absented 
themselves  from  their  duties  for  ten  weeks.  She 
asked  "  Why  are  we  Nurses  to  be  Singled  out  for 
such  treatment  ?  Would  medical,  legal,  or  other 
professional  bodies  accept  such  a  condition  of 
affairs  without  very  strong  protest  ?  They  would 
hardly  be  worth  their  salt  if  they  did  not  protest." 

THE  CHAIRMAN'S    OPENING   REMARKS. 

Councillor  Beatrice  Kent,  who,  on  rising  to 
speak,  was  warmly  applauded,  gave  a  brief  survey 
of  the  work  for  Registration  leading  up  to  the 
formation  of  the  Registered  Nurses'  Parliamentary 
Council.  The  Society  for  the  State  Registration 
of  Trained  Nurses,  the  daughter  of  the  Matrons' 
Council,  was  formed  in  1902,  its  one  object  being 
"  To  obtain  an  Act  of  Parliament  providing  for 
the  State  Registration  of  Trained  Nurses."  That 
Society,  said  the  Chairman,  was  the  live  wire  of 
this  great  reform  movement.  It  saw  the  fruition 
of  its  work  on  December  23rd,  191 9>  when  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Acts  received  the  Royal 
Assent.  Its  one  object  was  then  accomplished, 
but  it  was  reconstituted  as  the  Registered  Nurses 
Parliamentary  Council  the  objects  of  which 
are  (i)  to  initiate,  if  necessary,  legislation  for  the 
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benefit  of  the  Nursing  Profession  ;  (2)  to  consider, 
and  take  action  on  any  proposed  legislation,  or  on 
the  application  of  any  Act  of  Parliament,  affecting 
the  Nursing  Profession  ;  (3)  to  consider  questions 
of  National  Health  before  Parliament ;  (4)  to 
use  and  support  The  British  Jourmal  of  Nursimg 
as  its  official  organ.  This  was  in  accordance 
with  a  suggestion  made  in  this  room  by  Dr. 
Addison,  that  the  experience  gained  during  the 
long  struggle  for  Registration  should  still  be 
utilised. 

Councillor  Kekt  reminded  the  meeting  that 
Dr.  Addison,  as  Minister  of  Health,  brought  in  the 
Government  Measure.  It  contained  almost  all 
the  provisions  of  Major  Bamett's  Bill,  but  it 
provided  for  a  first  Council,  nominated  by  the 
Minister,  instead  of,  as  we  had  hoped,  the  nurse 
members  being  appointed  by  organised  bodies  of 
nurses.  The  present  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales  was  therefore  nominated 
by  the  Minister  of  Health  and,  of  course,  our 
honoured  leader,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  in  whom 
we  had  implicit  faith  and  confidence,  was  upon  it. 
Could  there  be  a  greater  expert  than  we  had  in  the 
one  who  had  worked  so  untiringly  and  disin- 
terestedly for  so  many  years  ?  One  member  of  the 
Council  had  said,  her  work  on  that  Council  was 
invaluable,  they  could  not  do  without  her. 

The  passing  of  the  Registration  Acts  marked 
a  new  era  in  the  Nursing  Profession.  All  the 
Spade  work  was  over,  the  time  had  arrived  for 
constructive  work.  Those  who  had  laboured  so 
long  to  obtain  State  Registration  brought  with 
them  to  the  task  long  and  priceless  experience. 
One  would  have  thought  its  success  was  assured, 
that  those  less  conversant  with  the  question  would 
have  been  so  glad  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
experience  of  those  who  were  so  well  equipped. 

The  first  trouble  arose  about  the  record  of 
certificates,  upon  a  Resolution  moved  by  Miss 
Cox-Davies : — 

"  That  Nurses  whose  applications  for  registration 
comply  with  the  Rules  of  the  Council  be  registered 
simply  as  '  Existing  '  or  '  Intermediate  '  Nurses,  and 
that  the  word  '  trained  '  be  used  for  all  alike,  and  that 
the  word  '  certificated  '  be  reserved  until  such  time 
as  the  future  nurses  are  admitted  to  the  Register  as  a 
result  of  State  Examination." 

The  Chairman  said  the  injustice  of  the  sugges- 
tion was  so  obvious  that  she  wondered  it  could  be 
entertained  for  a  moment.  She  believed  it  was 
in  the  interests  of  a  few,  but  the  greatest  good  of 
the  greatest  number  should  be  considered.  It 
was  with  great  pleasure  that  she  was  able  to 
announce  that  the  Minister  had  now  signed  the 
amended  Schedule  providing  that  the  certificate 
of  training,  if  any,  should  appear  in  the  qualifica- 
tion column  against  a  nurse's  name.  (Loud  and 
prolonged  applause.) 

The  next  trouble  was  that  the  Chairman  resigned, 
and  the  majority  of  the  Council  went  on  strike 
for  ten  weeks.  Six  loyal  members  only  remained 
and  would  have  done  the  work,  but  were  held  up 
for  lack  of  a  quorum  on  the  Council  and  on  most 
of  the  Committees.     Then  the  strike  was  called 


off,  and  the  members  came  back,  and  at  the  first 
meeting  gave  notices  of  motion  of  a  most  damaging 
character. 

Dr.  Goodall's  motion  proposed  to  admit  as 
evidence  qualifying  for  registration  a  declaration 
of  the  Secretary  or  other  responsible  officer  of 
any  organized  body  of  nurses  recognised  for  this 
purpose  by  the  Council  that,  on  the  admission  of 
the  applicant  to  membership  the  certificate,  or  a 
certified  copy  thereof,  was  produced  to  that  body. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  gave  notice  of  an  Instruction, 
the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  make  the  Registrar 
responsible  for  examining  applications,  instead  of 
members  of  the  Council  upon  whom  this  duty  had 
been  placed  by  Parliament ;  and  Miss  Coulton'S 
sinister  suggestion  as  to  the  dissolution  of  the 
Standing  Committees  was  so  transparent  as  to 
need  no  comment. 

The  first  motion  cut  at  the  root  of  a  vital 
principle,   that   of  direct   evidence. 

By  passing  the  second,  the  Council,  which  was 
a  Statutory  Body  possessing  judicial  functions, 
annulled  its  own  Instruction  to  the  Registration 
Committee.  By  playing  fast  and  loose  in  this 
way,  and  by  neglecting  their  duties,  and  preventing 
the  loyal  members  of  the  Council  from  discharging 
the  duties  placed  upon  them  by  Parhament,  the 
recalcitrant  members  of  the  Council  had  lowered 
its  prestige  enormously. 

Councillor  Kent  said  that  she  herself  was  a 
member  of  a  Statutory  Body,  and  she  would  get 
no  sympathy  either  from  the  opposite  party,  or 
from  her  own  if  she  absented  herself  from  its 
meetings  in  a  tiff.  Further,  she  had  to  ask  leave 
of  the  Council  to  be  absent  for  any  length  of  time. 
If  not,  she  was  liable  to  a  fine  of  ;^2o.  Before  she 
took  her  seat  on  the  Council,  moreover,  she  had  to 
make  a  solemn  declaration  that,  having  taken 
office,  she  would  do  her  duty  faithfully  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  people  for  whom  she  was  appointed 
to  work. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

RESOLUTION   I. 
Certificate  Question.    Publicity  Secures  Justice. 

Councillor  Kent  then  called  on  Miss  E.  B- 
Kingsford  to  move  the  first  Resolution. 

"  That  this  Meeting,  convened  by  the  Registered 
Nurses'  ParHamentary  Council,  desires  to  record  its 
strong  protest  against  the  determined  attempt  made 
by  Hospital  Matrons  and  other  members  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales  to  deprive 
Registered  Nurses  of  the  record  of  their  certificates, 
which  would  have  resulted  in  serious  economic  damage 
to  the  younger  nurses ;  and  is  of  opinion  that  persons 
whose  judgment  is  so  at  fault  cannot  safely  be  trusted 
to  discharge  the  responsible  duties  devolving  upon 
members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council. 

"  This  Meeting  further  begs  to  thank  those  members 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council  who,  by  giving  publicity 
to  this  recommendation,  enabled  the  Nursing  Pro- 
fession to  express  its  strong  disapprobation  in  this 
connection. 

"  This  Meeting  begs  to  thank  the  Minister  of  Health 
for  his  sympathetic  consideration  of  the  question,  and 
for    signing    the    amended    Schedule,    thus    securing 
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justice  to  nurses  by  providing  for  the  recognition  of 
their  certificates  of  proficiency  on  the  State  Register." 

Miss  Kingsford  said  :  "  These  are  days  of  stress 
and  difficulty  when  sane  people — especially  those 
wielding  authority — desire  above  all  things  peace, 
and  the  conservation  of  fretted  nerves  and  of 
shrunken  financial  resources ;  days,  moreover, 
when  the  nerves  and  resources  of  the  rank  and 
file  make  an  urgent  appeal  to  be  safeguarded. 
This  is  unquestionably  true ;  yet  ever  since  last 
October  a  majority  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
have  wantonly  put  us  to  absolutely  needless  worry, 
trouble  and  expense.  The  General  Nursing 
Council  is,  under  Parliament,  the  statutory 
custodian  of  our  interests  and  the  body  responsible 
for  our  advancement  and  our  safety,  yet  a  majority 
of  the  Registration  Committee  made  a  deter- 
mined effort  to  deprive  nurses  of  the  record 
of  their  certificates  of  proficiency  on  the  State 
Register.  Since  this  meeting  was  called  the 
danger  has  been  averted,  but  I  ask  you  to  record 
your  strong  protest  against  the  unwarrantable 
action  taken  by  that  majority.  From  an  economic 
point  of  view  it  is  self-evident  that  an  almost 
prohibitive  handicap  would  have  been  the  fate  of 
the  already  heavily  handicapped  young  Nurses 
who  trained  just  before  they  could  be  eligible  for 
State  Examination.  These  nurses  have  conformed 
to  the  only  existing  conditions  of  training,  and 
many  of  them  have,  on  a  bare  pittance,  devoted 
four  of  the  best  years  of  their  lives  in  order  to  gain 
the  certificate  of  their  training  school,  on  which 
they  put  a  justifiable  premium — a  mental  attitude 
which  dates  back  at  least  to  the  days  of  St.  Paul. 
The  General  Nursing  Council  drew  up  carefully- 
considered  rules  by  which  these  NurSes  would 
suffer  no  more  economic  disadvantage  than  was 
absolutely  unavoidable.  Applications  for  regis- 
tration under  these  rules  came  along  and  then 
a  majority  of  the  Committee  determined,  with 
unparalleled  arrogance,  to  sweep  aside  all  this 
^  hard-earned  and  well-deserved  prestige,  and  with- 
hold the  record  of  certificates  from  the  State 
Register.  On  the  list  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  figure  medical  men,  and  I  submit  that 
no  profession  more  jealously  safeguards  its 
economic  position  than  does  the  great 
Medical  Profession.  Then  we  have  employers  of 
nursing  labour^ — -well,  possibly  they  may  be  unable 
to  see  things  economically  from  the  Nurses'  point 
of  view,  which  is  obviously  at  variance  with  their 
own.  Then  there  are  Matrons  of  Hospitals  and 
Training  Schools,  and  the  same  excuse  cannot  be 
ventured  on  theu-  behalf.  Look  at  the  names  of 
the  Matrons  and  you  will  see  that  most  are  members 
of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  and  are  the 
identical  women  who  helped  to  frame  the  rules  for 
the  Register  of  that  private  society  of  Nurses.  On 
the  College  Register,  quite  wisely,  a  record  of 
certificates  was  deemed  necessary.  What  a  lack  of 
logic  to  deem  it  unnecessary  for  the  State  Register  ! 
What  a  Gilbertian  situation,  and  what  a  travesty 
of  justice  to  Suggest  that  the  Enghsh  and  Welsh 
Nurse  should  be  less  well  equipped  for  the  labour 
market  than  her  Scotch  and  Irish  colleague  !     I 


ask,  How  can  we  be  expected  to  have  faith  in 
people  such  as  these,  who  have  made  it  amply 
evident  how  httle  they  really  care  for  our  needs  ? 
If  they  have  so  grossly  mishandled  an  obviously 
just  situation,  how  can  we  repose  a  shred  of  confi- 
dence in  the  attitude  they  are  likely  to  assume 
when  subtle  matters  come  up  for  consideration  ? 
What  hope  have  we  for  intelligent  justice  at  the 
hands  of  persons  who  so  lightly  regard  the  responsi- 
bihty  of  office  and  so  ghbly  contravene  or  ruth- 
lessly whittle  down  any  rule  to  which  they  person- 
ally take  objection  ?  Remember,  they  are  the 
same  people  who  unanimously  passed  the  rules. 
This  leads  me  to  the  frightful  danger  of 
those  College  Matrons  on  the  General  Nursing 
Council  who  seem  to  invariably  see  eye  to 
eye  with  each  other- — first  they  require  certificates, 
then  they  propose  to  take  them  out.  We  may 
well  be  thankful  that  the  policy  of  these  Matrons 
has   been  frustrated. 

Now  let  me  turn  to  the  more  grateful  task  of 
thanking  those  members  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  who  have  averted  the  danger  just  past. 
In  October,  when  the  gauntlet  re  certificates  was 
thrown  down,  it  was  instantly  picked  up  by  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick,  who  has  tirelessly  fought  for 
the  right  until  the  Minister  of  Health  put  his 
signature  to  the  Amended  Schedule  which  carried 
out  the  intention  of  the  First  Schedule  and  provided 
for  the  record  of  certificates.  Mrs.  Fenwick 
published  the  whole  situation  in  The  British 
Journal  of  Nursing,  and  I  ask  what  would  be 
our  state  now  without  our  professional  organ  in 
the  Press  ?  To  it  we  owe  an  enormous  debt  of 
gratitude.  Its  valiant  editor  and  sub-editor  See 
to  it  that  we  hear  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth,  concerning  matters  of  our 
profession.  I  would  ask  for  much  more  support 
for  this  invaluable  paper.  The  six  members  of 
the  General  Council  to  whom  we  owe  cordial 
thanks  are  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  Miss  Cattell, 
Miss  MacCallum,  Miss  MacDonald,  MiSs  VilUers, 
and  Mr.  Christian.  (Each  name  as  mentioned  was 
warmly   applauded.) 

Before  leaving  the  subject,  I  must  ask  an 
expression  of  your  gratitude  to  the  Minister  of 
Health  for  his  sympathetic  consideration  of  this 
question,  whereby  he  has  had  a  large  share  in 
securing  this  justice  to  Nurses,  that  their  certifi- 
cates of  proficiency  appear  on  the  State  Register 
to  their  great  advantage. 

Miss  Helen  Pearse  said  :  I  have  great  pleasure 
in  seconding  the  Resolution.  What  value  do  you 
place  on  your  certificate  ?  Is  it  not  the  very  thing 
for  which  you  woi:ked  so  hard  and  earnestly  ? 
Yet  a  majority  on  the  Registration  Committee 
would  have  been  quite  wilhng  to  brush  it  aside. 
We  owe  our  knowledge  of  this  proposition  simply 
to  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick.  Had  it  not  been  that 
she  made  plain  in  the  Council  what  was  being 
attempted  this  thing  would  have  been  done  in 
secret,  and  the  wrecking  of  the  Register  would 
have  followed  in  the  same  way. 

What  a  Hght-hearted  attitude  for  the  Committee 
to  take  on  a  matter  so  important  to  us.     But  this 
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nominated  Council  was  not  our  choice.  Had  it 
been  so  we  should  have  had  people  there  who  took 
a  more  serious  view  of  their  responsibilities  to  the 
nurses.  No  doubt  the  interests  of  certain  people 
who,  through  no  fault  of  their  own,  had  no  certifi- 
cates, were  taken  into  consideration,  but  it  is  not 
right  to  take  the  personal  view  in  a  matter  of  this 
kmd.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  those  who 
wished  to  deprive  us  of  the  record  of  our  certificates 
were  medical  and  matron  members.  The  members 
who  did  oppose  the  proposal  were  those  connected 
with  nurses'  organisations. 

In  regard  to  the  omission  of  the  record  of 
certificates,  Miss  Pearse  said  she  was  glad  to 
know  that  the  protest  made,  and  the  strong 
action  taken   had   averted   that   calamity. 

Miss  Dodds  thought  that  there  was  no  good 
to  be  done  in  going  back  on  the  certificate  question 
when  it  had  now  been  settled. 

A  gentleman  at  the  back  of  the  hall  dissented. 
He  argued  "  once  bitten,  twice  shy." 

Nurse  Giffin  enquired  whether  the  ladies 
who  objected  to  the  record  of  certificates  had  three 
years'  certificates  themselves. 

The  answer  to  this  was  that  some  had  and  some 
had  not. 

The  Resolution  was  then  carried  enthusiastically 
with  three  or  four  dissentients. 

RESOLUTION  II. 

Paralysing  Important  National  Work. — Wasting 

the  Nurses'    Money. 

The  next  Resolution  was  moved  by  Mrs.  Paul  : 

"  That  this  Meeting  enters  a  strong  protest  against 
the  conduct  of  the  majority  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  in  deliberately  neglecting  the  duties  which 
they  had  undertaken  to  perform,  by  concerting  together 
to  abstain  from  attendance  at  the  meetings  of  the 
Council  for  ten  weeks,  and  thus  paralysing  the  very 
important  national  work  entrusted  to  the  Council  by 
Parliament,  for  which  conduct,  upon  resuming  their 
duties,  these  members  have  given  neither  explanation 
nor  apology." 

Mrs.  Paul  said  :  To  go  on  strike  is  not  original, 
but  it  was  certainly  neither  dignified,  nor  courteous 
to  the  nurses,  for  members  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  to  first  neglect  their  duties  and  then  to 
resume  them  without  explanation  or  apology. 
But  certain  things  about  this  strike  are  original. 
When  a  body  of  people  resort  to  direct  action  certain 
demands  are  usually  formulated.  This  strike 
differed  from  others  inasmuch  as  no  one  knew 
what  it  was  about. 

Then,  when  public  opinion  has  ended  a  strike  the 
terms  on  which  it  is  settled  are  announced.  This 
course  was  not  pursued  by  the  members  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council.  The  nurses  were  treated 
in  such  a  flippant  manner,  that  neither  explanation 
nor  apology  was  vouchsafed  to  them.  Imagine 
anyone  treating  a  body  of  nurses  with  such 
contempt.  Surely  people  so  reactionary,  so 
frivolous,  so  irresponsible,  ought  to  be  in  a  home 
for  the  aged  !  But  the  remedy  is  in  our  own 
hands,  and  when  the  election  takes  place  nurses 
will  know  whom  to  elect  and  whom  to  leave  out. 


In  seconding  the  Resolution,  Miss  G.  Lord  said  : 
It  strikes  me  these  people  did  not  realize  what 
they  were  doing  or  how  bad  their  behaviour  was. 
Like  the  ordinary  striker  they  were  shirking  duty, 
and  had  given  no  reason  for  so  doing.  Meanwhile, 
money  was  being  wasted  because  though  tlie 
work  of  the  Council  was  suspended  the  salaries 
of  the  staff  and  the  office  expenses  were  going  on 
as  usual.  Moreover,  valuable  time,  given  freelv, 
which  money  could  not  buy  could  not  be  utilized  to 
the  best  advantage.  Indeed,  the  work  of  the 
Council  was  hampered  so  much  that  when  these 
people  returned  they  saw  the  necessity  for  speeding 
up  the  work.  May  it  soon  dawn  on  them  how 
inexcusable  their  behaviour  has  been. 

The  Resolution  having  been  proposed  and  secon- 
ded was  thrown  open  to  discus.sion. 

Miss  Anderson  Parsons  emphasised  the  point 
that  the  money  for  the  maintenance  of  the  offices, 
and  the  salaries  of  the  officials  to  the  amount  of 
£50  a  week  came  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  nurses, 
but  the  work  could  not  be  carried  on  because  the 
greater  part  of  the  Council  had  gone  on  strike. 
She  got  a  postal  order  in  November  to  send  up 
as  her  registration  fee,  but  she  was  not  spending 
her  guinea.  She  would  rather  earn  her  living  by 
scrubbing  floors  than  register  under  such  a  Council. 
Miss  Breav  asked  if  a  nurse  went  on  strike 
for  ten  weeks,  and  then  reported  for  duty  without 
explanation  or  apology  what  the  audience  thought 
her  Matron  would  say  to  her.  [A  Voice  :  She 
would  turn  her  out.]  This  time  it  was  the  Matrons 
who  were  accountable  to  the  Nursing  Profession, 
and  who  had  set  this  bad  example. 

Mr.  Johns  (National  Asylum  Workers'  Union) 
said  that  if  nurses  organised  to-day  they  would 
soon  be  able  to  dictate  their  own  terms.  The 
Asylum  Workers  would  register  when  they  saw 
they  would  get  value  for  their  money,  not  before. 
He  was  sorry  to  see  that  men  had  joined  with  the 
ladies  in  going  out  on  strike.  He  knew  what  the 
medical  profession  would  say  to  the  asylum 
attendants  if  they  came  out.  They  would  say 
they  could  go  to  prison. 

He  congratulated  the  ladies  who  had  stood  for 
the  interests  of  the  nurses.  They  would  come  out 
a  good  colour  in  the  end. 

A  member  of  the  audience  asked  what  the 
duties  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  were  ? 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  answered  this  question, 
and  said  that  the  duties  were  threefold.  To 
conserve  the  best  interests  of  the  Nursing  Pro- 
fession and  to  protect  tlie  public  by  compiling  a 
correct  Register  of  trained  nurses  ;  to  define  the 
educational  curriculum  for  future  nurses,  and  to 
maintain  discipline  in  the  ranks  of  Registered 
Nurses ;  therefore  the  educational  standards, 
econornic  conditions,  and  the  reputation  of 
individual  nurses  were  in  its  hands.  It  must 
not  be  forgotten,  that  the  Council  could  not 
only  put  a  nurse  on,  but  take  her  off  the  Register. 
The  profession  must  have  confidence  in  the 
integrity  of  the  persons  forming  a  Council,  which 
could  exercise  such  powers  for  good  and  evil. 
Mrs.  Paul  remarked,  in  regard  to  the  effect  on 
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discipline  of  the  Matrons'  action,  that  some  pro- 
bationers in  a  London  Hospital  had  said,  "  When 
we  think  of  the  Great  Panjandrum  going  on  strike, 
we  just  want  to  get  into  a  corner  and  giggle." 

The  Resolution  was  then  put  to  the  meeting  and 
carried  with  three  dissentients. 

RESOLUTION  III. 

Persecuting  the  Prophets— Little   Hope  of 
Justice  for  Registered  Nurses. 

Miss  Anderson  Parsons  moved  the  next 
Resolution  : — 

"  That  this  Meeting  claims  that  the  Nursing  Pro- 
fession has  a  right  to  know  the  reason  given  to  the 
Minister  of  Health  by  the  members  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  who  resorted  to  direct  action,  since 
it  is  reported  on  good  authority  that  they  made  secret 
and  indefensible  statements  against  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  which  they 
had  failed  to  bring  before  that  Statutory  Body,  an 
unconstitutional  and  un-British  method  of  attack 
which  this  Meeting  unhesitatingly  condemns. 

"  This  public  Meeting  is  of  opinion  that  if  such  an 
indefensible  attack  can  be  secretly  made  upon  one  of 
their  own  colleagues,  there  is  very  httle  hope  of  justice 
for  a  Registered  Nurse  should  she  be  summoned  to 
appear  before  this  judicial  body  to  answer  charges 
made  against  her." 

Miss  Anderson  Parsons  said  :  Every  word  of 
this  Resolution  is  seared  into  my  very  soul.  It  is 
not  one  whit  too  strong,  and  it  embraces  our 
points  and  puts  them  very  logically,  clearly,  and 
honestly.  This  must  be  a  clean  fight.  No  back 
stairs  methods,  no  going  into  corners  and  putting 
heads  together. 

I  am  not  going  to  make  use  of  any  names. 
I  stand  here  as  an  Englishwoman  of  independent 
spirit,  to  move  a  Resolution  which  is  not  a  question 
of  sentiment,  but  one  of  your  professional  honour 
and  life.  In  the  General  Nursing  Council  we  are 
supposed  to  have  a  representative  body.  Its 
members,  however,  are  not  all  agreed.  There  is 
a  split  in  the  camp,  and  a  number  of  the  members 
have  resorted  to  the  extreme  step  of  direct  action. 
We  want  a  logical  reason  given  us  for  this  conduct. 
The  Minister  of  Health  has  stated  it  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  Certificate  question  or  the  Syllabus. 
Haven't  we  the  right  to  know  what  it  has  got  to  do 
with,  wliy  these  people  went  on  strike,  and  why 
they  were  allowed  to  come  back  ? 

It  is  reported  that  a  personal  attack  has  been 
secretly  made  by  them,  upon  one  of  their  own 
colleagues.  What  are  we  going  to  do  about  it  ? 
If  .they  cannot  be  loyal  to  their  own  colleague, 
held  by  the  nursing  profession  throughout  the 
world  in  the  highest  esteem,  what  chance  of  fair 
play  is  there  for  Registered  Nurses. 

Where  will  you  find  another  lady  who  has  given 
so  freely  time,  and  brains,  and  expert  knowledge, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  nurses,  and  the  working  of 
the  Act  ?  I  cannot  find  words  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  value  of  her  public  services. 
We  hope  she  will  not  sit  down  under  this  attack, 
and  I  think  we  are  all  agreed  she  is  the  last  person 
in  the  world  to  do  so. 

We  want  to  make  the  Minister  feel  laow  deeply 
distressed  and  highly  indignant  we  are  about  tliis 


matter,  and  we  are  amazed  at  the  action  of  women 
who  ought  to  understand  both  discipUne  and 
loyalt}^  The  attack  is  a  disgrace  to  English 
womanhood  let  alone  to  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  and  I  should  like  to  go  round  England 
and  express  my  abhorence  of  this  dastardly  attack. 
I  beg  to  propose  the  Resolution. 

Miss  Breay  said  :  It  is  with  the  greatest 
pleasure  that  I  rise  to  second  this  Resolution. 
Secret  attacks  are  always  to  be  condemned,  and  the 
only  reason  for  resorting  to  them  is  that  those  who 
engineer  them  are  too  cowardly  to  make  them 
publicly.  Such  attacks  are  dangerous,  treacherous, 
cruel  and  un-British. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  they  are  not 
"  infamous  in  a  professional  respect." 

If  a  cabal  in  the  General  Nursing  Council  can 
make  secret  statements  against  a  distinguished 
member  of  that  Council  which  they  have  failed 
to  bring  before  the  Council,  what  hope  of  justice 
is  there  for  a  Registered  Nurse  summoned  before 
that  Body  to  answer  charges  preferred  against  her  ? 
It  is  serious  position  for  Registered  Nurses  to  face, 
though  happily  owing  to  the  wisdom  and  insistence 
of  our  champion,  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act 
provides  for  an  appeal  over  the  heads  of  the 
Council  to  the  High  Court. 

This  is  but  a  single  instance  of  the  vigilance  she 
has  exercised  in  the  interest  of  the  nursing  profes- 
sion in  her  public  work  for  the  nursing  profession 
for  over  thirty  years,  and  those  of  us  who  have 
worked  under  her  leadership  for  the  standardiza- 
tion of  nursing  education,  know  how  she  has  always 
had  the  welfare  of  the  nursing  profession,  and 
of  the  sick  public,  before  her,  though  in  the  prosecu-. 
tion  of  this  aim  she  might  incur  the  ill-will  of 
those  less  single-minded. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  world  they  have 
always  persecuted  the  prophets. 

The  reward  of  John  the  Baptist  for  witnessing 
for  the  truth  was  that  his  enemy  through  her 
daughter  demanded  his  head  in  a  charger.  The  axe, 
the  stake,  the  hangman's  rope,  all  have  been 
employed,  and  always  in  the  long  run  ineffectively, 
to  silence  truth. 

The  methods  of  modern  warfare  have  changed. 
Open  methods  have  given  place  to  secret  attacks, 
and  poison  gas  is  now  employed,  and  it  is  of  that 
insidious  and  cruel  metliod,  so  difficul:  to  combat, 
imported  into  civil  life,  of  which  this  Resolution 
complains. 

The  executioner's  axe  employed  at  the  instance 
of  the  daughter  of  Herodias,  was  at  least  a  straight- 
forward method.  Those  of  the  modern  daughters 
of  Herodias  are  more  devious,  but  their  objective 
is  the  same  ;  the  head  of  another  witness  for 
truth — a  woman's  head  this  time — -is  wanted  on 
a  charger.  Do  they,  too,  wish  to  take  it  back 
to  those  who  "  before  instructed  "  them  what  to 
ask  for  ? 

What  is  the  greatest  danger  at  the  present  time 
to  the  Nursing  Profession  ?  I  say  unhesitatingly 
the  wedge  of  matrons — members  of  the  College 
of  Nursing  Ltd.,  oh  the  General  Nursing  Council. 
Why  ?     Because  no  man  can  serve  two  masters. 
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They  are  pledged  to  support  the  College  Register 
hastily  made  when  the  Registration  battle  was  all 
but  won.  The  College  Council  (of  which  the 
large  majority  of  Hon.  Officers  are  not  nurses 
but  their  emploj^ers  or  medical  men)  have  not 
adopted  the  wise  course  of  the  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association  and  announced  that  they  will 
cease  publication  now  that  a  State  Register  is 
established  under  Act  of  Parliament.  Conse- 
quently these  matrons  are  not  in  an  impartial 
position,  but  have  the  interests  of  the  College 
Register  to  consider,  and  especially  is  this  the 
case  when  we  remember  that  the  Council  of  the 
College  urged  nurses  to  join  it  on  the  distinct  pledge 
that  if  they  did  so  their  names  would  ' '  automatic- 
ally, and  without  further  fee  "  be  placed  on  the 
State  Register  when  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act 
was  passed,  and  took  18,000  guineas  from  nurses 
on  that  pledge.  When  we  remember  this,  the 
purpose  of  the  new  Rule  9 A  becomes  apparent. 

College  Nurses  are  to  be  swept  on  the  Register, 
by  arrangement  between  the  Secretary  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  and  the  Registrar  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council,  without  producing  any 
direct  evidence  of  their  qualifications  to  the 
Statutory  Body.  College  arrogance,  indeed,  in 
excels  is  ! 

But  it  is  more.  Before  the  question  of  giving 
such  arbitrary  powers  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  are  even  considered,  it 
ought  to  disgorge  every  one  of  those  eighteen 
thousand  guineas.  More,  it  ought  to  disgorge 
any  money  it  has  received  from  the  Nation's  Fund 
for  Nurses  as  a  result  of  the-  harrowing  of  the 
public  feelings  by  the  description  of  the  sufferings 
and  penury  of  a  certain  "  Nurse  Juliet."  I  here 
and  now  throw  down  to  the  Council  of  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  a  challenge  to  produce  evidence 
that  Nurse  Juliet  is  not  a  fake.  I  say,  further,  that 
they  have  never  dissociated  themselves  from  the 
appeal  for  this  fake,  but  have  been  content  to 
receive  money  contributed  by  the  public  in  conse- 
quence of  its  having  been  made. 

Is  this  Limited  Company  the  kind  of  Body 
whose  Secretary  should  be  given  carte  blanche  to 
pass  nurses  on  to  the  State  Register  over  the  head 
of  the  Registration  Committee  ? 

What  has  this  to  do  with  the  Resolution  ? 
Everything.  It  is  because  our  champion  has 
boldly  opposed  such  methods,  because  she  has 
stood  firm  for  the  liberties  of  the  nurses,  for  the 
purity  of  their  Register,  for  the  record  of  their 
certificates  on  the  State  Register — do  not  forget 
how  hard  the  fight  has  been  to  defeat  that  Scanda- 
lous proposition  to  deprive  us  of  the  record  of  our 
hard  won  certificates — because  the  College  clique 
on  the  General  Nursing  Council  well  knows  that 
so  long  as  our  champion  stands  in  the  breach  such 
things  cannot  be  done  secretly,  that  the  despicable 
method  of  poison  gas  is  employed. 

The  Nursing  Profession  has  never  been  sub- 
jected to  a  greater  outrage  than  the  present  attack 
upon  the  champion  of  their  liberties. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  seconding  the  Reso- 
lution. 


During  the  discussion  which  followed.  Miss 
Jones  (a  College  member)  said  that  nurses  were 
not  compelled  to  join  the  College  of  Nursing. 

Miss  Hurlston  asked  whether  original  certifi- 
cates were  examined  when  nurses  applied  for 
membership  of  the  College  of  Nursing  and  received 
a  reply  in  the  negative. 

Miss  Kingsford  said  she  could  not  find  words 
to  express  her  disgust  at  the  methods  which 
had  been  disclosed.  Her  heart  was  full  up  with 
furious  indignation. 

The  Resolution  was  then  put  to  the  meeting 
and  carried  with  great  enthusiasm,  a  little  group 
of  four  or  five  supporters  of  the  College  of  Nursing 
voting  against  it. 

Miss  Breay  said  presumably  these  ladies 
approved  of  the  uSe  of  poison  gas.  (A  Voice  :  Or 
of  a  stab  in  the  back.) 

RESOLUTION  IV. 

Inefficient       Safeguards      in      Compiling      the 
Register — Autocratic  Power  for  Registrar. 

Miss  G.  Le  Geyt  proposed  the  next  Resolution  : 

"  That  this  Meeting  protests  against  the  decision  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales 
to  rescind  the  Rule  providing  efficient  safeguards  in 
compiling  the  Register  of  Nurses,  and  to  register 
nurses  without  documentary  evidence  of  the  pro- 
fessional credentials  for  registration  being  submitted 
to  its  scrutiny.  It  considers  that  a  State  Register 
compiled  in  so  casual  a  manner  would  be  useless  to  the 
Medical  Profession  and  the  PubUc,  and  dangerous  to 
the  Nursing  Profession. 

"  Moreover,  this  Meeting  takes  strong  exception  to 
the  Registrar  having  been  empowered  by  the  Council 
to  decide  whether  or  not  the  credentials  of  nurses 
applying  for  registration  shall  be  placed  before  the 
Registration  Committee,  and  to  the  members  of  that 
Committee  being  compelled  to  recommend  to  the 
Council  persons  approved  by  the  Registrar,  whose 
applications  and  credentials  they  have  not  been 
permitted  to  inspect." 

Miss  Le  Geyt  said  :  To  bring  home  to  you  the 
necessity  for  framing  the  Resolution  which  I  have 
asked  you  to  consider,  I  will  read  to  you  the 
amazingly  autocratic  resolution  carried  on  the 
motion  of  Dr.  Goodall  at  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  on  February  17th  : — ■ 

"  Notwithstanding  anjrthing  in  these  Rules  the 
Council  may  accept  in  place  of  a  certificate  a  copy  of  the 
certificate  certified  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  a  Barrister 
or  SoUcitor,  to  be  a  true  copy  thereof,  or  where  the 
appUcant  is  a  member  of  any  organised  body  of  nurges, 
recognised  for  this  purpose  by  the  Council,  a  declaration 
signed  by  the  Secretary  or  other  responsible  officer  of 
that  body  that  on  admission  of  the  applicant  to 
membership  the  certificate  or  a  certified  copy  thereof, 
was  produced  to,  and  verified  by  that  body." 

To  think  that  svich  a  proposition  as  implied  in 
the  second  part  of  this  proposal  should  be  accepted 
in  these  democratic  days.  We  all  know  that  the 
individual,  however  well-intentioned,  is  apt  to 
err.  The  question  of  infallibility  was  fought  out 
as  long  ago  as  the  Reformation. 

Is  this  the  sort  of  mock  justice  for  which  we 
have  fought  in  getting  the  vote  to  enable  us  to 
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elect    our    own    representativ^es    on    the    General 
Nursing  Council  of  the  future  ? 

We  must  insist  that  original  certificates,  or 
legally  verified  copies  thereof  shall,  when  possessed, 
be  produced  for  the  scrutiny  of  a  body  of  experts. 
No  declaration,  signed  by  a  Secretary  or  other 
responsible  officer,  testifying  that  in  the  prehistoric 
past  some  sort  of  a  document  which  purports  to 
qualify  a  nurse  to  be  placed  on  the  Statutory 
Register  was  produced  to.  and  verified  by,  that 
body  wall  meet  the  situation.  Certificates  must 
be  dealt  with  in  the  manner  laid  down  in  Rule  9 
framed  under  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act,  which 
method  has  been  in  practice  up  to  the  present  time. 

Time  has  not  shown  an  improvement  on  the 
"method  imphed  in  the  old  proverb,  "  In  the  multi- 
tude of  Counsellors  there  is  wisdom."  Only  by 
the  adoption  of  a  really  just  method  can  we  hope 
to  protect  our  professional  and  economic  interests, 
and  to  secure  that  the  pubUc  shall  be  safeguarded. 

Miss  Florence  Wise,  who  seconded  the  Reso- 
lution ,  said  :  I  would  like  to  remind  the  meeting 
that  the  not  very  scrupulous  autocrat  who  in  1914 
made  a  bid  for  the  world's  supremacy,  did  not, 
after  all,  have  everything  his  own  way.  I  have  no 
wish  to  flatter  those  who  have  made  all  this  pother 
by  attributing  to  them  the  same  degree  of  auto- 
cratic power,  but  I  am  convinced  that  our  con- 
temptible little  army  can  give  a  good  account  of 
itself  in  this  matter.  I  should  also  like  to  point 
out  that  as  Tommy  in  the  trenches  could  not 
achieve  victory  without  the  leadership  of  generals 
and  officers,  neither  could  they  have  defeated  the 
enemy  without  the  support  of  the  men  in  the 
ranks.  The  lesson  is  that  it  is  incumbent  upon 
every  nurse  to  do  her  share  to  see  that  this  Rule 
is  annulled,  not  to  leave  everything  to  her  leaders. 
In  this  fight  for  justice  we  must  rely  upon  the 
British  sense  of  fair  play. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Craig  said  that  if  a  privileged  caucus 
were  going  to  flood  the  new  Register  \vith  a  whole 
block  of  nurses,  then  it  was  the  most  reprehensible 
thing  that  any  pubUc  body  in  England  had  ever 
dared  to  do.  If  that  were  the  extraordinary  fact, 
the  meeting  should  emphasise  the  point  that  to 
put  20,000  nurses  by  guile,  shove,  or  otherwise  on 
the  Register  was  most  unfair. 

Miss  Anderson  Parsons  said  the  disgraceful 
propositions  left  her  gasping,  and  a  gentleman  at 
the  back  of  the  hall  reminded  the  lady  who  said 
that  nurses  were  not  forced  to  join  the  College 
that  it  was  possible  to  use  a  magnet  as  well  as 
force.     People  could  be  pulled  as  well  as  shoved. 

The  Resolution  was  then  put  to  the  meeting, 
the  same  small  chque  voting  against  it,  one  of  them 
holding  up  two  hands,  upon  which  the  Chairman 
remarked,  "  Only  one  hand  eacli  person,  please." 

A  Voice  :    "  College  tactics." 

RESOLUTION  V. 

Same  Old    Gang — Same    Old     Tricks— Cooking 

the  Committees. 

The  Fifth  Resolution  was  moved  by  Mr.  T.  W. 
Craig  : — 

"  That  this  Meeting  protests  against  the  decision  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales 


to  rescind  the  Rule,  agreed  to  by  Parliament  only  three 
months  ago,  which  provided  that  Standing  Committees 
of  the  Council  should  continue  in  office  till  the  present 
Council  is  dissolved  in  December  next,  and  providing 
instead  that  these  Committees  be  at  once  changed, 
with  the  evident  intention  of  excluding  therefrom 
those  members  who  have  criticised  and  opposed  pro- 
posals in  the  General  Nursing  Council  which  would  be 
most  injurious  to  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Nursing 
Profession." 

Mr.  T.  W.  Craig,  whose  remark  that  he  had 
travelled  up  from  Chester  that  afternoon  to  move 
the  Resolution,  was  heartily  cheered,  said  : — 

The  rescinding  of  the  Rule  to  which  this  Reso- 
lution refers  is  part  of  a  threefold  attempt  to  in 
effect,  wreck  the  decision  of  Parliament.  It  would 
enable  the  majority  on  the  General  Nursing  Council 
to  deprive  the  minority  who  are  opposed  to  its 
pohcy,  of  office — by  summarily  removing  them 
from  the  Standing  Committees.  The  minority  in 
this  case  are  the  nurses'  best  friends. 

That  is  its  immediate  intention,  but  it  is  also 
allied  to  the  persistent  efforts  of  a  certain  body  of 
people  who,  in  common  parlance,  represent 
"  vested  interests  "  to  prevent  any  such  measure 
for  the  proper  control  of  the  nursing  profession 
be  coming  law. 

We  all  know  the  history  of  that  body  of  ob- 
structionists, backed  by  influence,  money  and 
professional  authority — it  is  the  history  common, 
alas,  to  every  measure  of  reform,  whether  for  the 
emancipation  of  slaves  or  the  emancipation  of  that 
right  hand  of  the  medical  profession — to  wit,  the 
nursing  profession,  and  here  again  is  the  fly  in  the 
ointment,  and  it  is  the  same  old  Ry. 

In  politics  it  is  common  to  fight  and  wrangle  over 
controversial  measures  across  the  floor  of  the 
House,  and  all  sorts  of  questionable  methods  are 
employed  to  obstruct,  delay  and  defeat  legislation. 
The  ordinary  man  of  the  world  stigmatises  these 
as  Parliamentary  tricks — sometimes  adding  the 
adjective  Dirty  !  by  way  of  showing  his  contempt. 

But  when  a  measure  has  received  the  sanction 
of  Parliament  then  it  is  considered  incumbent 
upon  members  to  deliver  the  goods,  or  in  other 
words  "  work  the  Act."  This  is  the  recognised 
constitutional  method  of  Government. 

Now,  in  these  new  Rules  to  which  these  Reso- 
lutions refer,  there  lurks  the  contrary  spirit  of 
constitutional  methods.  It  would  appear  to  be 
an  attempt  to  flout  the  decision  of  Parliament  and 
wreck  the  Act.  It  is  of  the  character  already 
described. 

The  arguments  put  forward  are  specious  but  not 
convincing,  and  the  hidden  hand  is  as  much  behind 
these  retrogade  decisions  as  it  was  behind  the  well- 
organised  obstructionists  and  contemptible  methods 
adopted  before  and  during  the  time  when  Major 
Barnett's  Bill  for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses 
was  before  Parliament.  It  is  the  same  old  gang 
at  the  same  old  tricks. 

It  is  not  very  necessary  for  me  to  enlarge  upon 
this  aspect  of  the  case  before  this  audience  for 
most  of  you  are  warriors  in  the  battle  for  the  rights 
of  nurses  and  the  establishment  of  their  profession 
upon  a  sanctioned  Parliamentary  Charter.     I  could 
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wish  that  another  voice  than  mine  had  more 
adequately  echoed  your  thoughts  and  confirmed 
your  intentions  to  support  by  every  means  in  your 
power  this  Resolution,  and  those  who  are 
endeavouring  to  stand  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
Nursing  Profession  and  the  making  good  the  Act 
of  Parliament. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  proposing  this  Reso- 
lution. 

Miss  E.  J.  Hurlston  said :  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  Seconding  the  Resolution.  If  some 
Members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  find  they 
made  a  mistake  when  drafting  the  rules  for 
Registration,  and  have  now  changed  their  minds 
regarding  their  work,  I  think  the  sooner  the 
Minister  of  Health  is  invited  to  replace  them  with 
people  who  understand  the  wishes  of  the  Nurses 
who  have  studied  the  question  of  Registration, 
the  more  satisfactory  it  will  be.  We  want  a 
Council  who  will  be  "  steadfast  and  true "  in 
carrying  out  the  responsibilities  entrusted  to 
them.  .  .  Therefore  I  ask  you  to  join  with 
^  me  in  inviting  the  Minister  of  Health  to  dissolve 
the  nominated  Council  and  to  allow  the  Regis  tered 
Nurses  to  elect  their  own  Representatives. 

RESOLUnONS    PROPOSED   FROM  THE 
CHAIR. 

Councillor  Kent  then  put  from  the  Chair  the 
following  Resolutions,  which  were  carried  by 
acclamation  :■ — 

(i)  That  the  Registered  Nurses'  Parliamentary 
Council  should  take  steps  to  petition  the  King  in  Council 
to  annul  the  two  New  Rules  now  lying  on  the  Table 
of  each  House  of  Parliament  to  which  exception  had 
been  taken. 

(2)  That  the  Minister  of  Health  should  be  invited  to 
dissolve  the  nominated  Council,  in  which  independent 
nurses  have  no  confidence,  at  an  early  date,  so  that 
the  Registered  Nurses  may  elect  their  own  Repre- 
sentatives. 

(3)  That  the  Meeting  should  offer  a  Vote  of  Con- 
fidence to  the  six  loyal  members  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  who  had,  as  far  as  possible,  carried  on  its  work 
during  the  indefensible  abstention  from  duty  of  the 
majority  of  the  Council. 

(4)  That  copies  of  the  Resolutions  be  sent  to  the 
Prime  Minister,  the  Minister  of  Health,  the  Ministers  at 
the  head  of  Government  Departments  employing 
nurses,  and  to  the  Chairman  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales. 

Concluding  the  Chairman  said  :  In  all  I  have 
said,  I  have  not  been  actuated  by  any  personal 
feelings,  but  I  am  here — you  are  here — to  assert 
the  supremacy  of  honour  and  justice — England 
has   great  traditions   of  honour  and  justice. 

Mrs.  Strong,  one  of  our  greatest  pioneers  in 
the  Nursing  Profession,  whom  so  many  know  and 
honour,  said,  recently,  while  addressing  a  large 
body  of  nurses,  "  my  final  word  to  you  is — keep 
your  ideals."  We  mean  to,  moreover,  we  do  not 
mean  to  dilute  our  ideals,  but  rather  to  enrich 
and  enlarge  them,  simultaneously  with  our 
professional  advancement,  because  a  nurse,  how- 
ever well  trained,  is — without  ideals — but  a  soulless 
machine.     We  mean  (to  quote  the  words  of  the 


great  American  poet  Whittier)  "  to  hold  high 
Truth's  stainless  Flag,  walk  in  the  light,  and  bow 
not  weakly  to  the  rule  of  wrong." 

The  Meeting  concluded  with  a  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  Chair,  proposed  by  Mr.  T.  W. 
Craig,  and  to  the  Speakers,  by  Miss  K.  A.  Smith, 
R.R.C. 


THE    WAR  CHEST. 

Councillor  Beatrice  Kent,  President  of  the 
Registered  Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council  desires 
to  express  her  sincere  thanks  for  the  generous 
response  to  her  appeal  for  funds  towards  the 
expenses  of  the  Protest  Meeting,  of  the  Appeal  to 
the  King  in  Council  against  the  two  New  Rules 
now  lying  on  the  table  of  each  House  of  Parliament, 
and  against  the  Instruction  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  making  it  possible  for  the  Registrar  to 
compile  a  Secret  Register.  £24.  4  o  has  been 
received,  but  as  printing  and  propaganda  are  now 
so  costly,  further  financial  support  will  be  very 
welcome.  The  work  is  all  accomplished  by 
voluntary  personal  service. 


A  HUMBLE  ADDRESS  TO  HIS  MAJESTY. 

A  Motion  will  be  moved  in  the  HouSe  of  Com- 
mons this  week  by  Major  Barnett,  to  the  effect 
"  That  a  Humble  Address  be  presented  to  His 
Majesty "  praying  that  the  two  New  Rules 
9A,  and  43  (2)  framed  by  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales  may  be  annulled. 
These  Rules  are  calculated  to  prevent  the  com- 
pilation of  a  correct  Register  of  Nurses,  as  provided 
for  under  the  present  Rules,  for  the  protection  of 
the  public,  and  in  other  particulars  to  place 
Registered  Nurses  in  a  very  defenceless  position. 


PRACTICAL    POINTS. 


DECAYED    TEETH     AND     CHILDREN'S 
DISEASES. 

That  decayed  teeth  are  very  strong  predisposing 
causes  to  the  "  catching  "  of  measles,  scarlet 
fever,  pneumonia,  mumps,  or  other  children's 
diseases,  is  strongly  urged  by  the  U.S.  Public 
Healtli  Service,  which  cites  very  considerable 
reductions  in  those  diseases  in  cities  where  dental 
clinics  have  been  established  in  the  schools.  At 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  for  instance,  diphtheria  has 
been  lessened  8  per  cent.  At  an  orphange  in 
Boston,  these  diseases,  which  had  annually 
afflicted  about  one-third  of  the  325  inmates, 
practically  disappeared  after  eight  months'  dental 
work.  The  absorption  of  pus  from  rotting  teeth 
had  weakened  the  children  and  made  them  easy 
victims  to  communicable  disease.  The  cleaning  up 
of  this  mouth  condition  increased  the  power  to 
resist    disease. — Health    News. 
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GENERAL  NURSING  COUNCIL  FOR 
IRELAND. 

The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  Ireland  was  held  on  Thursday  the 
9th  instant,  at  33,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  DubUn. 

Sir  Edward  Coey  Bigger,  M.D.,  presided,  and 
there  were  present :  Sir  A.  Chance,  Sir  Wilham 
Taylor,  Professor  R.  J.  Johnstone,  M.P.,  Dr.  P.  T. 
O' Sullivan,  Miss  Curtin,  Miss  Bostock,  Miss 
Walsh,  Miss  O'Flynn,  Mrs.  Blundon,  Miss  Huxley, 
Miss  Reeves  and  Miss  Michie.  An  apology  for 
non-attendance  was  received  from  the  Countess 
of  Kenmare. 

Mr.  W.  O'B.  Reidy,  Registrar,  was  in  atten- 
dance. 

The  Reports  of  the  Rules,  Finance  and  Regis- 
tration Committees  were  submitted  to  the  Council 
and  formally  adopted. 

The  proposed  establishment  of  a  General 
Nursing  Council  for  Northern  Ireland  was  dis- 
cussed by  the  Council,  and  the  following  resolution 
was  unanimously  passed  on  the  proposition  of  Sir 
Edward  Coey  Bigger,  seconded  by  Professor  R. 
J.  Johnstone,  M.P. 

Resolved  : — "  That  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  Ireland  consider  that  the  setting  up  of  a 
separate  Council  for  Northern  Ireland  will  seriously 
interfere  with  the  interests  of  Nurses  ;  that  the 
keeping  of  two  separate  sets  of  Registers  in  this 
country  will  occasion  much  extra  trouble  for 
Nurses  who  may  be  desirous  of  acting  throughout 
the  entire  country  and  will  mean  that  practically 
all  nurses  resident  close  to  the  boundaries  will  in 
all  probability  be  penaUzed  by  having  to  pay 
double  fees ;  that  on  the  original  passing  of 
Nurses'  Registration  Acts  it  was  only  intended 
that  there  should  be  three  Nursing  Councils  for 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  that  the  setting 
up  of  an  extra  Council  will  be  confusing  to  Nurses 
in  England,  Scotland  and  Wales,  and  lastly,  that 
a  fully  representative  Meeting  of  Nurses  in  Belfast 
has  already  formally  protested  against  the  estab- 
•  lishment  of  a  Nursing  Council  for  Northern 
Ireland. 

We" therefore  beheve  that  the  proposed  change 
in  the  present  system  of  Registration  of  Nurses 
would  be  against  the  best  interests  of  all  classes 
of  Nurses  in  Ireland." 

The  Registrar  was  directed  to  forward  copies 
of  this  Resolution  to  the  heads  of  the  Governments 
in  Ireland. 

After  the  transaction  of  some  further  business, 
the  meeting  then  adjourned. 


INTERNATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  NURSES. 

The  Dutch  Nursies'  Association  (Nosokomos) 
has  elected  the  following  Delegates  to  attend 
the  Meeting  of  the  International  Council  of 
Nurses  at  Copenhagen,  May  22nd-24th  : — 

M.  Vervey-Mejan,  President. 

M.  Berkelbach  v.  a.  Sprenkel,  Secretar>^ 

M.  Kehrer,  Editor  Nosokomos. 


We  hear  of  several  Registered  Nurses  who 
wish  to  attend  the  Meeting  as  Fraternal  Dele- 
gates. We  shall  be  able  to  give  information  at 
an  early  date  as  to  routes,  cost  of  journey, 
residence  at  Copenhagen,  &c. 


THE    PROFESSIONAL    UNION    OF 
TRAINED    NURSES. 


The  votaries  of  the  terpsichorean  art  had  a 
very  good  time  at  the  dance  given  by  the  P.U.T.N. 
at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  on  Alarch  7th,  if  one  may 
judge  by  the  clamour  "  for  more  "  and  "  another 
as  soon  as  you  like,  please  !  "  with  which  the 
promoters  have  been  assailed.  A  good  floor,  an 
excellent  orchestra,  and  a  room,  though  nicely  full, 
not  overcrowded,  are  the  ingredients  that  go  to 
make  up  a  pleasant  evening.  Even  to  those  who, 
for  some  reason  or  other,  were  obliged  to  sit  and 
look  on,  the  ever- changing  kaleidoscope  was 
intensely  interesting,  and  the  flower-like  fac  es  and 
flower- like  dresses  of  the  many  pretty  girls'  made 
it  a  very  attractive  scene.  Gentlemen  not  un- 
known in  the  medical  world  tripped  it  "  on  the 
light  fantastic  toe."  Soldiers,  not  "  bearded  like 
the  pard,"  though  perchance  "  full  of  strange 
oaths,"  vied  with  each  other  for  the  hands  and 
incidentally  the  feet  of  the  fair  damsels  present 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  dance  was  a 
great  success,  and  that  everybody  enjoyed  it. 
Mrs.  Glover  and  Mrs.  Northwood,  who  had  ar- 
ranged it  entirely,  are  very  much  to  be  congratu- 
lated, and  it  is  hoped  that  it  \vill  be  only  one  of 
the  many  entertainments  given  by  the  Social  Club. 


THE  HOSPITAL   WORLD. 


We  are  asked  to  state  that  Hospitals  in  the 
County  of  London,  or  within  nine  miles  of  Charing 
Cross,  desiring  to  participate  in  the  grants  made 
by  King  Edward's  Hospital  Fund  for  London  for 
the  year  1922,  must  make  application  before  the 
31st  inst.,  to  the  Honorary  Secretaries,  7,  Wal- 
brook,  E.C.4.  Applications  will  also  be  con- 
sidered from  Convalescent  Homes  which  are 
situated  witliin  the  above  boundaries,  or  wdiich, 
being  situated  outside,  take  a  large  proportion 
of  patients  from  London. 

The  third  House  to  House  Collection  of  the 
Royal  Northern  Hospital,  Holloway,  which  was 
carried  out  by  800  voluntary  workers,  totalled 
;^2,26i  OS.  9d.  Contributors  Certificates  to  the 
value  of  ;^i,85i  i8s.  gd.  were  asked  for  in  exchange 
for  contributions.  These  certificates  form  a 
simple  means  whereby  persons  in  good  health  can 
provide  for  Hospital  treatment  in  case  of  need. 

The  Governor  of  Victoria,  Lord  Stradbroke, 
has  received  a  telegram  expressing  the  pleasure 
of  the  Princess  Mary  that  the  people  of  the  State 
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intend  to  give  her  a  wedding  gift,  but  adding  a 
wish  that  the  cheque  may  be  utihsed  to  endow 
a  child's  cot  to  bear  her  name  in  the  Queen 
Victoria  Memorial  Hospital  for  Women  and 
Children. 


The  Queen  visited  last  Saturday  the  collection 
of  embroideries  and  beads  from  famous  collections, 
which  is  being  shown,  in  aid  of  the  appeal  fund  of 
Queen  Charlotte's  Hospital,  at  Paterson's  Galleries, 
5,  Old  Bond  Street. 

The  exhibition  will  continue  until  next  Saturday, 
March  i8th,  and  Should  be  seen  by  all  devotees 
of  needlecraft. 


The  Queen  will  open  the  new  buildings  of  the 
British  Hospital  for  Mothers  and  Babies  at 
Woolwich  on  Thursday,  March  23rd,  at  3  o'clock. 
She  will  be  received  by  Princess  Christian,  President 
of  the  hospital,  and  will  receive  purses  of  ;^io 
and  upwards  for  the  benefit  of  the  building  fund. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  voluntary  workers  of  the 
British  Red  Cross  and  Order  of  St.  John  Hospital 
Library,  48,  Queen's  Gardens,  Lancaster  Gate, 
W.2  (which  provides  books  and  magazines  to  all 
hospitals,  sanatoria,  and  similar  institutions). 
Lord  Milner  spoke  in  terms  of  warmest  praise  of 
the  work  being  done. 

During  the  past  year  163,603  books  and  maga- 
zines were  distributed  ;  the  work  is  still  growing, 
and  only  by  continuous  gifts  of  books  from  the 
public  is  it  possible  to  meet  all  the  demands 
made  on  the  library. 


The  London  Hospital  will  shortly  be  able  to 
re-open  about  twenty  beds  with  the  ;^io,ooo  grant 
which    it    has    received    from    the    Government. 

But  this  news  should  not  be  allowed  to  raise 
false  hopes,  as  there  are  small  prospects  of  the 
200  beds  which  had  to  be  closed  about  a  year 
ago,  being  placed  at  the  service  of  the  sick. 


SCHOOL  OF  HYGIENE. 

COMMITTEE   ON  SITE    AND    PLANNING. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Minister  of 
Health  to  advise  on  the  preliminary  steps  to  be 
taken  in  regard  to  the  site  and  planning  of  the 
School  of  Hygiene,  which  the  Rockefeller  Founda- 
tion have  promised  to  provide,  is  composed  of  the 
following  :• — 

Sir  Arthur  Robinson  (chairman)  ;  Sir  Frank 
Baines,  Mr.  H.  H.  Dale,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Sir  Walter 
Fletcher,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Sir  Wilham  Leishman, 
Sir  George  Newman,  M.D.,  Sir  Cooper  Perry,  M.D., 
Sir  Herbert  J.  Read,  and  Mr.  H.  Meredith  Richetrds, 
M.D.  (secretary). 

Armand  Jeanne,  a  Belgian,  who  is  accused  of 
having  betrayed  Miss  Edith  Cavell  and  many 
other  persons  to  the  Germans  during  the  war, 
appeared  on  Wednesday  before  the  Assize  Court 
at  Mons.  ,  . 


APPOINTMENTS. 

MATRON. 

The  Meath  and  County  Dublin  Infirmary.— Miss  M.  C. 

Wall  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at 
the  Isolation  Hospital,  Leicester,  and  the  Royal  Victoria 
Infirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  She  was  Senior  Sister 
and  Deputy  Matron  at  Sunderland  Sick  Children's 
Hospital,  and  Home  Sister,  and  for  the  past  four  years 
Assistant  Matron  at  the  Royal  Hospital  for  Sick  Chil- 
dren, Yorkhill,  Glasgow. 

Bracebridge  Mental  Hospital,  Lines. — Miss  M.  Thack- 
way  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  joined  the  ser- 
vice of  the  London  County  Council  in  iqo6.  and  has 
been  Head  Nurse  at  Colney  Hatch  Mental  Hospital. 

SUPERINTENDENT    NURSE. 

The  Hospital,  King  Edward  Avenue,  Dartford. — Miss 
Annie  McEllin  has  been  appointed  Superintendent 
Nurse.  She  was  trained  at  the  Prescot  Infirmary, 
where  she  has  held  the  position  of  First  Assistant 
Matron. 

York  City  and  District  Infirmary. — Miss  Mabel  P. 
Elder  has  been  appointed  Superintendent  Nurse.  She 
was  trained  at  the  West  Derby  Union  Infirmary,  and 
has  been  successively  Staff  Nurse,  Sister,  Theatre 
Sister  and  Assistant  Matron  at  that  Institution.  She 
has  also  had  experience  in  private  nursing. 
WARD    SISTER. 

Highgate  Hospital,  Dartmouth  Park  Hill,  N. — Miss 
Annie  Clare  has  been  appointed  Ward  Sister.  She 
was  trained  at  Mill  Road  Infirmary,  Liverpool,  and  has 
also  held  the  appointment  of  Sister  at  the  Manchester, 
Birkenhead,  and  City  of  Westminster  Infirmaries. 
SCHOOL  NURSE. 

Borough  of  Nuneaton. — Miss  Winifred  Payne  has 
been  appointed  second  School  Nurse.  She  was  trained 
at  the  General  Hospital,  Birmingham,  and  has  been 
temporary  Charge  Nurse  at  Joyce  Green  Hospital, 
Dartford,  and  has  had  experience  of  private  nursing. 

QUEEN  ALEXANDRA'S    IMPERIAL   MILITARY 
NURSING     SERVICE. 

Sister  Miss  D.  J.  Saunder,  A.R.R.C.,  is  placed  on 
ret.  pay  on  account  of  ill-health,  March  4th,  1922. 

QUEEN  ALEXANDRA'S     MILITARY    FAMILIES 
NURSING     SERVICE. 

Staff  Nurse,  Miss  B.  G.  Sorlie  resigns  her  appointment, 
February  25th,  1922. 

To  be  Staff  Nurses  :  Miss  R.  G.  Moffat,  July  23rd, 
1921  ;  Miss  H.  Jago,  August  ist,  1921  ;  Miss'E.  E. 
Watkin,  August  2nd,  192 1  ;  Miss  M.  Russell,  August 
3rd,  1 92 1  ;  Miss  E.  Wright,  August  8th,  1921  ;  Miss 
M.  M.  A.  Murphy,  August  9th,  192 1  ;  Miss  G.  Miller, 
A.R.R.C,  August  i8th,  1921. 


SOUTHAMPTON  CORPORATION  NURSES 
AND  SALARIES  REDUCTION. 

Ninety  nurses,  maids,  and  employees  at  the 
hospitals,  under  the  control  of  the  Southampton 
Corporation,  have  tendered  their  resignations  in 
consequence  of  the  council's  decision  to  reduce 
wages  and  salaries.  It  is  contended  that  any 
reduction  would  be  an  injustice  because  the  staff 
are  all  resident,  and  consequently  any  advantage 
accruing  on  the  result  of  a  reduction  in  the  cost  of 
living  would  be  felt  by  the  Corporation,  and  not 
by  the  staff.  A  special  committee  are  considering 
the  cases  of  medical  and  dental  staffs. 
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BOOK  OF   THE   WEEK. 


TELL    ENGLAND.* 

A  Study  in  a  Generation. 

This  widely-discussed  book  can  only,  however, 
make  a  limited  appeal,  as  it  deals  almost  exclu- 
sively with  the  life  of  public  schoolboys  as  such, 
and  with  their  subsequent  sliare  in  the  Great  War. 

But  since  the  future  of  England's  greatness 
depends  upon  the  schoolboy  of  to-day,  none  of  us 
can  afford  to  be  uninterested  in  the  psychology  of 
our  boys,  and  we  venture  to  think  that  Mr. 
Raymond,  who  is  evidently  a  boy  lover,  has  got 
inside  what  is  to  the  majority  of  persons  an 
unknown  quantit}'^^ — ^a  boy's  mind. 

The  story  treats  chiefly  of  three  friends — Archie 
Pennybet,  Edgar  Doe  and  Rupert  Ray — boys  of 
widely  differing  character,  of  whom  Archie  was 
the  Self-elected  Sultan  and  the  senior  by  two  years. 
He  is  introduced  to  the  reader  as  a  schoolboy  of 
fifteen,  announcing,  "  I'm  the  best-looking  person 
in  this  room.  Ray's  face  looks  as  though  someone 
had  trodden  on  it,  and  Doe's — well,  Doe's  would 
be  better  if  it  had  been  trodden  on." 

He  chose  to  remain  in  a  low  form.  Thoughtless 
masters  called  him  a  dunce,  but  abler  ones  knew 
him  to  be  only  idle.  He  felt  it  was  better  to  be 
a  field  marshal  among  the  kids,  than  a  ranker 
among  his  peers.  He  was  right  in  describing 
himself  as  handsome.  But  if  Archie  was  the 
handsomest,  it  was  certain  that  Edgar  Doe  was 
the  prettiest. 

A  great  deal  of  the  forepart  of  the  book  is 
occupied  in  the  description  of  school  life,  of  school- 
boy \vrangles  and  vivacious  scoring  off  one  another  ; 
of  ragging  of  masters  and  swift  and  condign 
punishment,  graphically  and  intimately  described. 
One  unfortunate  German  master,  Herr  Caesar 
Reinhardt,  was  their  especial  victim. 

"  It  was  our  custom  to  race  in  a  body  along  the 
corridors  to  meet  Mr.  Caesar  and  to  arrive  breath- 
less at  his  side,  where  we  would  walk,  one  on  his 
right  hand  and  another  on  his  left.  In  the  course 
of  a  brilUant  struggle  several  boys  would  be 
prostrated,  not  unwillingly.  We  would  then 
escort  him  in  triumph  to  the  door,  and  all  offer  to  , 
turn  the  lock,  crying,  "  Let  me  have  the  key,  sir.' 
'  Do  let  me,  sir.'  '  You  never  let  me,  sir.  Dashed 
unfair.'  When  someone  had  secured  the  key  he 
would  fling  wide  the  door  as  though  to  usher  in  all 
the  kings  of  Asia,  but  promptly  spoil  this  courtly 
action  by  racing  after  the  door  ere  it  banged 
against  the  wall,  holding  it  in  an  iron  grip  like 
a  runaway  horse,  and  panting  horribly  at  the 
strain.  This  morning  I  was  honoured  with  the 
key  and  saw  that  it  was  stuffed  up  with  dirt  and 
there  would  be  Some  delay  outside  the  classroom 
door,  while  the  key  underwent  alterations  and 
repairs.     '  Has  any  boy,'  I  asked,  '  a  pin  ?  '  " 

None  had,  but  Pennybet  offered  to  go  to  Bramhall 
House  in  search  of  one.  He  could  do  it  in  twenty 
minutes,  he  said. 


*  By  Ernest  Raymond.     (Cassell  &  Co.). 


One  is  alternately  carried  away  by  their  light- 
hearted  nonsense  and  saddened  by  their  underl5dng 
temptations  and  wistful  secret  aspirations.  Of 
course,  there  is  the  inevitable  hero-worship  supplied 
in  this  case  by  Mr.  Radley,  a  master  of  some 
severity,  who  never  hesitated  to  administer  neces- 
sary chastisement  and  who  "  whacked  "  in  a  very 
thorough  and  complete  fashion. 

The  lad  who  is  telling  the  story,  says  of  him: — 

"  I  always  left  Radley 's  room  feeling  that  I 
could  blast  a  way  through  every  mountain.  He 
invited  me  to  his  room  one  evening  and  sat  me 
in  an  armchair  opposite  to  him  ;  and  then  he 
talked,  while  I  watched  the  fire  getting  redder  as 
the  room  grew  darker.  He  spoke  so  fearlessly  as 
to  be  quite  unrestrained  and  natural.  And  when 
he  said,  '  You  mustn't  mind  my  talking  to  you 
like  this,'  I  could  only  reply,  '  Oh,  it's  all  right, 
sir.'  " 

"  But  once  again  I  left  his  room,  feehng  that, 
though  already  I  had  my  reverses  in  the  moral 
contest  of  which  he  spoke,  I  would  win  through 
in  the  end." 

Would  there  were  more  Mr.  Radley s  in  our 
schools  ! 

And  then  came  the  war  and  commissions  for 
theSe  young  fresh-faced  lads  and  the  gazetting  of 
the  two  friends,  Doe  and  Rupert^  to  the  same 
battahon  and  their  falling  in  with  the  Padre 
Monty  on  their  passage  to  the  Dardanelles  and  their 
first  introduction  to  vital  reUgion.  Then  Doe's 
pathetic  death- — Doe,  who  always  loved  to  be 
dramatic. 

Rupert  says  :  "I  loved  him  for  being  the  same 
self-conscious  heroic  character  up  to  the  last. 
The  brilliant  eyes  sought  out  Padre  Monty. 
Doe  gazed  at  him  and  laughed  nervously.  '  I 
wonder  if  I  shall  be  here  to-morrow  when  you 
come  !' 

"  Throughout  my  life  I  shall  remember  Doe'S 
look,  when  he  saw  that  Monty  was  not  going 
to  dispute  his  statement.  His  wide  eyes  stared 
enquiringly ;  then  they  filmed  over  with  a  slight 
moisture,  for  they  belonged  to  a  boy  not  yet 
twenty." 

Padre  Monty,  endeavouring  to  console  Rupert, 
who  had  loved  Doe  enthusiastically,  tells  him 
that  Doe  had  often  said  he  wanted  to  do  a  really 
perfect  thing  unspoiled  by  any  desire  for  glory. 
"  And,  Rupert,  he  told  me  this  afternoon  that, 
when  he  went  to  put  out  that  gun,  he  felt  quite 
alone ;  he  seemed  to  be  surrounded  with  smoke 
and  flying  dust ;  and  he  thought  he  would  do  one 
big  deed  unseen.  .  .  .  He  did  his  perfect  thing  at 
the  last."  Thus  died  the  lad  who  had  ever  been 
tempted  by  the  limehght. 

Archie  Pennybet,  who  had  left  school,  deter- 
mined to  conquer  the  world,  and,  coolly  confident 
of  his  power  to  mould  circumstances  to  his  own 
end,  was  put  out  by  a  high  explosive  shell.  "  So 
numerous  were  his  bandages  that  the  chaplain 
saw  nothing  but  the  lazy  eyes  and  the  mouth 
that  had  flamed  impudence  for  twenty  years. 
He  had  had  a  good  time,  he  said.  "  If  God  puts 
me  through  it  I  shan't  whine."    As  the  end  drew 
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near,  he  turned  more  and  more  into  a  child, 
speaking  of  his  mother,  '  I'll  bet  she'd  rather  have 
had  me  and  my  plagues  than  not ;  don't  you 
think  so  ?'  " 

"  Then  the  lazy  eyes  closed  in  their  last  -weari- 
ness, the  impudent  lips  parted,  and  Penny  was 
dead.  The  war  had  beaten  him.  It  was  too  big 
a  circumstance  for  him  to  tame." 

The  book  concludes  with  Rupert's  remarks  on 
the  eve  of  battle.  "  I  cannot  bear  to  think  of  my 
mother's  pain  if  to-morrow  claims  me.  If  these 
paragraphs  stand  and  I  fall,  it  will  be  at  least 
a  true  ending- — true  to  things  as  they  were  for  the 
generation  in  which  we  were   born." 

Thoughtful  readers  will  ponder  over  this  study 
of  boy  life  long  after  they  have  turned  the  last 
page.  H.  H. 


LEITERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


COMING     EVENTS. 

March  ijth. — General  Nursing  Council  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales.  Meeting.  Ministry  of  Health, 
Whitehall,  S.W.  2.     2.30  p.m. 

March  18/A.— R.B.N.A.  Club.  194,  Queen's  Gate, 
S.W. :  Lecture  by  Professor  MacGregor-Morris,  on 
"  Thunder  and  Lightning,"  illustrated  by  lantern 
slides.     3  p.m. 

March  23^^. — Central  Midwives'  Board : 
Monthly  Meeting,  i.  Queen  Anne's  Gate  Buildings, 
S.W. 

March  2;ird. — British  Hospital  for  Mothers  and 
Babies  at  Woolwich.  Her  Majesty  the  Queen 
to  open  new  buildings.     3  p.m. 

March  25th. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association's 
Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  Informal  Talk. 
"Things  a  Nurse  Should  Know,"  by  Mr.  Herbert 
Paterson,  C.B.E.,  F.R.C.S.     8.15  p.m. 

March  ^ist. — Professional  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses.  Annual  General  Meeting,  "  Plane  Tree," 
io6.  Great  Russell  Street,  W.C.i.  Admission  by 
1922  Membership  card.     5.30  p.m. 


A    WORD    FOR    THE    WEEK. 

So  when  you  see  another 

Losing  hope — well,  he's  a  brother, 

And  a  word,  a  deed,  is  due 

To  that  brother  man  from  you. 

Help  him  !    It  is  Christ's  own  plan  ! 

Help  a  fellow  all  you  can. 

Dennis  A.  McCarthy. 


You  are  writing  a  Gospel, 

A  chapter  each  day, 
By  deeds  that  you  do, 

By  words  that  you  say. 
Men  read  what  you  write, 

Whether  faithless  or  true. 
Say  what  is  the  Gospel  according  to  you  ? 


The  best  way  to  Hve  well  is  to  work  well ;  good 
work  is  the  daily  test  and  safeguard  of  personal 
health." — /.  Mortimer  Granville. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

HONOUR   TO  WHOM  HONOUR   IS   DUE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — Can  you  find  space  wherein  I 
may  offer  a  word  of  sincpre  congratulation  and 
thanks  to  Councillor  Beatrice  Kent  regarding  the 
Protest  Meeting  held  under  her  chairmanship  on 
Friday  last  ?  Congratulations  are  due  on  account 
of  the  excellent  attendance  and  the  enthusiasm 
displayed,  and  thanks  for  the  very  lucid  resumS 
she  gave  of  the  situation  up  to  date.  The  remarks, 
too,  which  she  made  on  the  usual  modus  operandi 
of  bodies  answerable  to  Government  for  their 
actions  and  findings  struck  me  as  being  parti- 
cularly apposite  to  the  occasion. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Ellen  B.  Kingsford. 

Granville  Road,  North  Finchley. 

COMING    EVENTS    CAST    THEIR    SHADOWS 
BEFORE    THEM. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — We,  the  undersigned  trained 
nurses,  desire  to  associate  ourselves  with  the 
Meeting  of  Protest  called  for  March  loth,  which 
our  duty  will  not  allow  us  to  attend.  We  strongly 
disapprove  of  the  new  rules  passed  by  the  G.N.C. 
on  February  17th,  and  endorse  the  three  resolutions 
agreed  upon  by  the  R.N.P.  Council,  excepting 
the  petition  to  the  Minister  of  Health  to  dissolve 
the  Council. 

Last  year,  certificates  were  lodged  out  of  our ' 
reach  for  some  time,  owing  to  house  moving,  etc. 
We  were  regretting  the  delay  in  Registering  thus 
caused.     Now  we  are  thankful  we  did  not  Register. 

We  feel  that  the  present  unsatisfactory  state 
of  our  professional  affairs  is  the  natural  consequence 
of  the  careless  inertia  that  the  majority  of  us  of 
the  rank  and  file  have  shown  with  regard  to  the 
profession  as  a  whole,  and  to  its  politics  and 
finances.  If  we  had  not  left  these  matters  con- 
cerning its  whole  status  as  a  great  National  Service, 
to  a  few  who  like  yourself  have  worked  and  fought 
so  long  for  the  organisation  of  our  profession, 
we  could  now  have  acquired  the  statutory  right 
to  self-government  already  possessed  by  various 
other  professions. 

We  feel  it  intolerable  that  our  governing  body 
should  be  composed  largely  or  persons  outside 
the  profession.  Their  advice,  particularly  that 
of  the  Medical  Profession,  would  no  doubt  be 
immensely  valuable  in  many  matters  and  upon 
many  occasions,  but  let  us  Seek  it  from  them  as 
members  of  their  profession  and  not  governors  of 
ours.  We  now  feel  that  the  goal  to  aim  at  is  the 
repeal  of  the  present  Registration  Act,  and  the 
passing  of  one  which  will  set  us  free  to  exercise 
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self-control.  In  so  aiming  we  are  not  ungrateful 
to  you  and  other  pioneers  in  these  matters,  but 
beginning,  let  us  hope,  to  be  more  appreciative  of 
your  labours  into  which  we  enter,  and  in  which 
we  hope  we  may  long  have  the  inspiration  of  your 
invaluable  experience  and  leadership. 
We  are  Madam, 

Yours  faithfully, 
Ethe^l  Pickering  (late  Q.V.J. I.N.) 
Grace  S.  Hardy  (N.U.T.N.) 
CO.  Miss  Pickering, 
Tongham  Vicarage, 
Farnham,  Surrey. 
[The  Act  need  not  be  repealed,  but  the  Schedule 
constituting    the    Council    will    no    doubt    need 
amendment  in  the  near  future.     Draft  a  Consti- 
tution for  a  Nurses'  Council  in  black  and  white, 
organise,  and  work  for  it.     Now  that  we  have  won 
legal  status,  the  Sex  Disqualiftcation   (Removal) 
Act,  1919,  should  make  it  possible  for  the  Nursing 
Profession  to  govern  itself,  as  the  Medical,  Bar, 
and  other  professions  do. — Ed.] 

SOUVENIR     AUX     INFIRMIERES. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing, 
Dear  Madam,- — I  beg  to  let  you  know  that  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  Belgian  Army,  have 
offered  as  a  souvenir,  to  all  nurses  who  have  been 
nursing  during  the  war  in  the  Belgian  Army,  a 
small  medal  called  "  Souvenir  aux  Infirmieres." 
I  am  in  possession  of  the  medals  given  to  nurses 
whose  names  are  mentioned  on  the  attached  list 
and  for  whom,  in  spite  of  my  researches,  I  have 
been  imable  to  find  their  whereabouts. 

I  should  be  very  much  obliged,  if  you  could  help 
me  to  trace  these  nurses'  addresses. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation. 
Believe  me,  Dear  Madam, 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  Maton, 
Colonel  071  the  Staff, 
Military  AttachS. 
Ambassade  de  Belgique,  L' Attache  Militaire. 
35,  Grosvenor  Place,  S.W.i. 

Medailles  Souvenir. 
We  print  below  the  names  of  those  nurses  with 
whom  the  Military  Attache  at  the  Belgian  Embassy 
desires  to  get  into  communication  : — 
AUejTie,  E.  Jenkins,  Elisabeth 

Backhouse,   Edith-Winifred      Kirby,  Rose 
Beatty,  Wilchmina  Ketteringham,    Ida   M. 

Carter,  F.  Limlsen,  Constance 

Cloflfort,  Catherine  MacDonald,  H. 

Crawley,  — •  MacGregor,   Lidy 

Davis,  Margaret  Nyblon,  Marie 

Dearberge,  E.  Pira,  Florence 

Dunne,  M.  S.  Phene,  Arthur 

Daley,  Topsy  D.  l^arker,  Caroline 

Darmar,  Molly  Reeve,  Ethel 

Evans,  Dora  Robyns,  Owen 

Gale,  Elsen  Spedding,  M. 

Goodchild,  —  Sim,  Ada 

Hawey,  M.  Smith-Lewis,  Frances 

HirtaU,  E.  A.  Sucken-Smith,  Winnie 

Hames,  Maud  Sewelt,  Ada 

Howe,  Elisabeth  Stevens,  Frances 

Holmberg,  Karin  Ward-Simpson.  Lilian 


KERNELS    FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

From  a  Panjandrum. — "  Enjoyed  meeting  im- 
mensely. Wish  more  Panjandrums  had  been 
present.  We  matrons  live  in  an  unwholesome 
atmosphere  and  are  far  too  autocratic." 

Miss  L.  Breay,  Hamilton,  Ontario. — "  The 
British  Journal  of  Nursing  is  very  interesting 
to  us.  I  pass  mine  on  to  graduate  nurses  who  are 
friends  of  mine,  and  they  enjoy  reading  it  very 
much.  They  are  so  pleased  that  you  have  Regis- 
tration, which  they  are  trying  to  get  here.  They 
have  raised  their  fees,  and  this  additional  fee  is 
the  amount  necessary  for  the  subscription  fee  for 
the  Canadian  Nurse  Magazine,  the  official  organ 
of  the  nursing  world  in  Canada.  Previous  to  this 
nurses  subscribed  as  they  saw  fit,  consequently 
the  Magazine  was  not  well  circulated.  They 
think  that  in  this  way  nurses  reading  the  Magazine 
will  become  more  interested  in  nursing  affairs, 
and  will  get  an  idea  of  what  those  higher  up  are 
trying  to  do  along  the  lines  of  Registration.  They 
expect  to  get  it  this  year,  as  it  has  been  promised 
to  them." 

REPLIES  TO   CORRESPONDENTS. 

To  Miss  M.  Vallance  :  We  do  not  know  whether 
it  will  be  worth  your  while.  Will  let  you  know 
later.     Read  Report  carefully. 

Miss  May  Sumner. — The  address  of  the  National 
Council  of  Lunacy  Reform  is  92,  Avenue  Chambers, 
Southampton  Row,  W.C.  The  Society  desires  to 
secure  for  early  cases  of  mental  and  nervous  dis- 
orders hospital  treatment  unconnected  with  lunacy 
administration,  and  is  strongly  opposed  to  "  putting 
those  in  the  early  stages  of  mental  instability 
into  the  atmosphere  and  conditions  of  a  lunatic 
asylum."  The  Council  is  also  pressing  for  addi- 
tional safeguards  against  wrongful  certification 
and  detention  and  other  reforms. 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

March  2=,th. — How  would  you  prepare  a  patient 
for  a  Rectal  or  Anal  operation  ?  Say  what  you 
know  of  the  nursing  of  Rectal  Cases, 

April  ist. — -Describe  the  nursing  of  a  patient 
who  has  been  operated  on  for  carcinoma  of  the 
rectum. 

April  8th. — Detail  the  nursing  of  a  patient 
suffering  from  a  fractured  pelvis.  What  comphca- 
tions  must  be  looked  for,  and,  if  present,  reported 
to  the  surgeon  ? 

April  15th.- — What  steps  would  you  take  as  a 
midwife  in  a  country  town  to  safeguard  the  health 
of  expectant  mothers  who  have  booked  you  to 
attend  them  when  their  babies  are  bom  ? 

April  22nd. — Detail  the  preparation  and 
administration  of  (a)  starch  and  opium  enema, 
{b)  a  stomach  wash-out,  (c)  a  bowel  wash-out. 


OUR  ADVERTISERS. 

Do  not  omit  to  buy,  as  far  as  possible,  every- 
thing you  need  from  "  Our  Advertisers,"  and 
to  recommend  them  to  your  friends.  They  are 
all  first-class  firms. 
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THE  MARRIAGE  SERVICE. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  differences  between 
tlie  Form  for  the  Solemnization  of  Matrimony 
used  at  the  marriage  of  the  Princess  Mary  and 
tliat  in  the  Authorised  Version  of  the  Book  of 


Common   Prayer. 

Old. 

First,  it  was  ordained 
for  the  procreation  of 
children,  to  be  brought  up 
in  the  fear  and  nurture  of 
the  Lord,  and  to  the  praise 
of  His  Holy  Name. 


New. 


Secondly,  it  was  ordained 
for  a  remedy  against  sin, 
and  to  avoid  fornication  ; 
that  such  persons  as  have 
not  the  gift  of  continency 
might  marry,  and  keep 
themselves  undcfiled  mem- 
bers of  Christ's  body. 


Thirdly,  it  was  ordained 
for  the  mutual  society, 
help,  and  comfort,  that  the 
one  ought  to  have  of  the 
other,  both  in  prosperity 
and  adversity. 


First,  it  was  ordained  for 
the  increase  of  mankind  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  God 
and  that  children  might  be 
brought  up  in  the  fear  and 
nurture  of  the  Lord,  and  to 
the  praise  of  His  Holy  Name. 

Secondly,  it  was  ordained 
in  order  that  the  natural  in- 
stincts and  affections,  im- 
planted by  God,  should  be 
hallowed  and  controlled ; 
that  those  who  are  not  called 
of  God  to  remain  unmarried 
should  live  chastely  in  matri- 
mony and  thus  in  holiness 
and  pureness  of  living  man- 
kind should  dwell  together 
in  families. 

Thirdly,  it  was  ordained 
for  the  mutual  society,  help, 
and  comfort,  that  the  one 
ought  to  have  of  the  other, . 
both  in  prosperity  and  ad- 
versity. 

These  alterations  have  been  approved  by 
Convocation,  although  they  have  not  yet  had  the 
assent  of  Parliament. 

THE  ANTENATAL  CARE  OF  THE 
PREGNANT  WOMAN. 

Dr.  Lily  A.  Baker,  F.R.C.S.I.  (Medical  OfiEcer 
to  the  University  Settlement  Mothers'  Schools, 
Bristol),  in  an  interesting  lecture  to  midwives, 
published  in  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  writes 
in    part  :— 

The  realisation  of  the  importance  of  supervising 
the  health  of  the  expectant  mother  and  of  keeping 
her  under  skilled  observation  during  the  whole 
period  of  her  pregnancy  is  an  advance  of  com- 
paratively recent  development  in  the  history  of 
medical  science.  The  more  or  less  universal 
establishment  of  antenatal  clinics,  maternity 
centres,  and  other  agencies  for  assisting  the 
welfare  of  the  pregnant  woman  has  come  about 
only  in  the  last  ten  years. 

Before  this,  our  efforts  for  the  well-being  of 
mother  and  child  were  chiefly  directed  to  the  post- 
natal period  in  order  to  combat  the  high  infantile 
mortality  existing,  especially  amongst  city  dwellers 
in  thickly  populated  industrial  areas.  "While,  how- 
ever, infantile  mortality  has  been  gradually,  but 
steadily  decreasing  in  recent  years,  maternal 
mortality  has  risen,  and  the  number  of  deaths 
from  puerperal  fever  in  the  last  ten  years  has 
been   greater   than   in   the   previous   decade. 


Early  in  the  twentieth  century  a  few  enlightened 
individuals  in  this  and  other  countries  had  begun 
to  make  isolated  efforts  to  deal  with  antenatal 
problems,  but  it  required  the  European  War  to 
awaken  more  general  interest  in  this  highly 
important  subject.  The  terrible  loss  of  life  from 
wounds  and  disease,  the  falling  birth-rate,  and  the 
changes,  economic  and  social,  wrought  by  the 
war,  make  thinking  people  begin  to  realise  the 
importance  of  dealing  with  the  welfare  of  the 
mothers  who  are  to  repopulate  Europe. 

France  has  fully  awakened  to  the  situation,  and 
last  September  a  prolonged  discussion  took  place 
in  Paris,  at  the  second  Congress  of  French-speaking 
Gynaecologists  and  Obstetricians,  on  the  problems 
connected  with  the  medical  and  social  protection 
of  the  pregnant  woman.  An  international  con- 
gress is  being  organised  by  La  Ligue  Centre  la 
Mortalite  Infantile,  which  will  meet  next  July  in 
Paris  to  discuss  the  same  problems. 

The  medical  supervision  of  the  pregnant  woman 
should  begin  in  the  early  months  of  pregnancy, 
whether  she  be  healthy  or  otherwise,  for,  though 
pregnancy  is  a  physiological  condition,  it  pro- 
vokes such  important  changes  in  the  entire 
organism  of  the  mother,  that  her  health  is  in 
a  state  of  unstable  equilibrium,  and  the  border- 
line between  health  and  disease  is  very  easily 
crossed.  We  have  only  to  consider  the  extra 
work  thrown  on  the  excretory  organs  by  the 
increased  quantity  of  toxins  circulating  in  the 
maternal  blood,   to  realise  this   fact. 

BIRTH    CONTROL    AS    AN    AID 
TO  DISARMAMENT. 

Dr.  Henry  E.  Jackson,  formerly  a  Presbyierian 
clergyman  of  Swarthmore,  Pa.,  created  a  mild 
sensation  in  Friends'  meeting  in  Washington  on 
Disarmament  Sunday,  when  he  advocated  birth 
control  as  an  aid  to  disarmament.  "  If  a  nation's 
population  were  regulated,  so  that  it  had  only 
as  many  people  as  it  could  support  in  decency 
and  security,"  said  Dr.  Jackson,  "  it  would  re- 
move the  pressure  of  population  and  the  conse- 
quent need  to  steal  other  territory  to  provide 
for  its  needless  surplus.  The  exportation  of  surplus 
population  is  as  much  a  menace'to  peace  as  the 
exportation  of  surplus  capital."  "  It  is  regarded 
as  illegal  and  irreligious  to  regulate  the  number  of 
people  born,  but  not  irreligious  to  kill  them  after 
they  are  born,  because  a  spiritual  aim  is  attributed 
to  all  wars  to  induce  men  to  fighfin  them.  This 
only  adds  hypocrisy  to  stupidity." — The  New 
Generation. 

A  majority  Socialist  motion  which  has  been 
accepted  by  the  Main  Committee  of  the  German 
Reichstag  provides  that  illegitimate  motherhood 
will  henceforth  not  be  a  ground  for  dismissal  or 
disciplinary  action  against  women  employed  on 
Government  service. 
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EDITORIAL. 

A    HUMBLE   ADDRESS    TO   HIS   MAJESTY. 

As  we  have  reported,  Major  Bamett,  to 
whom  the  profession  very  larg-ely  owes  the 
Nurses'  Reg-istration  Act,  consented  to  moive 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  March  2ist : — 

"That  a  Humble  Address  be  presented  to 
His  Majesty,  praying-  that  the  Rules  of  the 
General  Nursing-  Council  for  Engfland  and 
Wales,  laid  ibefore  Parliament  on  the  6th  day 
of  March,  1922,  in  pursuance  of  Section  3  (4)  of 
the  Nurses'  Reg'istration  Act,  1919,  and 
numbered  9  a  and  43  (2)  respectively,  may  be 
annulled." 

We  had  hoped  this  week  to  be  able  to  report 
the  result;  owingf,  however,  to  the  exig^encies 
of  Parliament,  Major  Barn ett's  motion  had  to 
be  postponed  until  Wednesday,  March.  22nd, 
too  late  to  publish  the  result  in  this  issue. 

Our  readers,  who  keep  themselves  abreast 
with  nursing-  politics,  are  aware  that  the 
majority  of  the  General  Nursing-  Council,  in- 
cludingf  the  lay  and  medical  members,  have 
drafted  two  new  Rules,  calculated  in  our  opinion 
tp  disorg^anise  the  work  of  Regfistration,  and  to 
penalise  certain  members  who  have  had  the 
temerity  to  oppose  their  autocratic  methods  of 
giQveming-  the  nurses. 

These  two  Rules,  sliortly  after  they  were 
passed,  received  the  approval  of  the  Minister  of 
Health,  and  without  further  inquiry  were  forth- 
with laid  before  Parliament.  Number  9  A  pro- 
vides for  an  alteration  with  respect  to  con- 
ditions of  admission  to  the  Reg^ister,  and  in 
our  opinion  is  a  distinct  breach  of  faith  with 
the  Nursing-  Councils  of  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
with  which  the  Eng-lish  Council  had  come  to  an 
ag-reement,  with  reg-ard  to  the  conditions  for 
reciprocal  reg-istration,  after  prolong-ed  neg-otia- 
tion ;  and,  in  the  determination  of  the  majority' 
of  the  members  of  the  Eng^lish  Council  to  thrust 
this  dangferous  Rule — proposed  by  Dr.  Goodall 
— throug-h  Parliament  at  the  earliest  possible 
^moment,  it  igTiored  the  provision  of  the  Act 
(Section  6  (3)),  and  did  not  consult  with  the 
Nursing-    Councils    of    Scotland    and    Ireland 


before  altering-  the  system  of  admission  to  the 
Reg-ister.  We  are  not  surprised,  therefore, 
that  the  Scottish  Nursing-  Council  takes  strong- 
exception,  not  only  to  the  methods  pursued  by 
the  English  Council  in  igfnoringf  its  rigfht  to  be 
consulted,  but  to  the  proposal  to  dispense  with 
documentary  evidence  of  a  nurse's  qualifica- 
tions. 

The  disastrous  results  of  Rule  43  (2)  to  the 
efficiency  of  State  Registration  and  standards 
of  Nursing  Education  have  already  been  amply 
emphasised  by  the  results  of  the  elections  by 
the  General  Nursing  Council  on  March  17th. 

As  usual  in  the  Nursing  World,  there  is  a 
strong  diversity  of  opinion  in  connection  with 
these  two  Rules.  The  laity,  doctors,  and 
matrons  are  in  favour  of  the  casual  compilation 
off  the  State  Register  upon  hearsay,  and  the 
nurses'  representatives  demand  a  system  of 
scrutiny  and  thoroughness  which  will  make  the 
compilation  of  a  correct  Register  possible. 

The  official  attitude  in  the  office,  which  has 
resented  the  thorough  system  of  scrutiny  and 
inspection  of  certificates  which  the  new  Rule  is 
calculated  to  avoid,  is,  in  our  opinion,  inde- 
fensible, and  we  have  no  hesitation  in  stating 
that  the  Nursing  Profession  should  have  some- 
thing to  say  when  called  upon  to  pay  anything 
from  ;i^i,ooo  upwards  for  the  printing  of  their 
Register. 

Whether  or  no  Major  Bamett,  in  his 
generous  advocacy  of  justice  to  nurses, 
will  persuade  Parliament  to  petition  His 
Majesty  to  annul  these  two  pernicious  Rules, 
has  not  transpired  as  we  go  to  press;  but  he 
has  the  admiration  and  gratitude  of  genuine 
State  Registrationists  for  his  efforts. 

Moreover,  the  spirit  which  inspires  tl^ose 
nurses  who  are  determined  to  oppose  stupid 
and  tyrannical  methods  of  Government  by  the 
General  Nursing  Council  is  what  counts.  That 
they  have  had  the  courage  to  appeal  through 
Parliament  to  the  King  in  Council  is '  proof 
positive  that  whatever  attempts  are  made  to 
suppress  their  sense  of  professional  responsi- 
bility will  ultimately  meet  with'  the  ignominy 
they  deserve.  r.->ftn;'-JFs'-,f  ot:'«^r       '         '' 


i8cr 


Zbc  »rit(0b  3ournal  of  IRureuiQ. 


March  25-,   1922 


NURSING    ECHOES. 


We  ask  our  readers  to  study  carefully  the 
Report  of  the  meeting-  of  the  General  Nursing- 
Council  held  at  the  Ministry  of  Health  on 
March  17th. 

The  reprisals  policy  of  the  majority  of  the 
Council,  of  whichi  we  have  notified  our  col- 
leagues, was  put  into  effect.  By  a  secret 
ballot,  instead  of  by  open  voting,  as  on  the 
previous  occasion  when  the  Standing  Com- 
mittees were  elected,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick 
was  ejected  from  the  Registration  Committee 
of  which  she  was  Chairman,  and  a  laywoman, 
totally  devoid  of  any  knowledg-e  of  the  subject 
— the  Hon.  Mrs.  Eustace  Hills — was  elected 
on  to  the  Committee  in  her  stead  by  a  very  care- 
fully pre-arrang-ed  vote.  Mrs.  Fenwick  was 
by  the  same  method  ejected  from  the  General 
Purposes  Committee,  the  duties  in  connection 
with  which  deal  with  the  supervision  of  the 
Office,  and  her  seat  was  given  to  the  same 
titled  woman. 


Miss  Maude  MacCallum,  who  has  been  sub- 
jected to  indefensible  impertinence  from  the 
Reg-istrar — which  she  has  suffered  with  admir- 
ajble  digfnity — has  also  been  removed  from  the 
General  Purposes  Committee. 


Miss  Susan  Villiers,  the  highly  experienced 
Matron  of  the  South-Western  Fever  Hospital, 
Stockwell,  was  penalised  in  the  same  manner. 
Miss  Villiers  was  removed  from  the  Education 
and  Examination  Committee,  in  which  her 
exi)ert  knowledg-e  of  the  important  branch  of 
Fever  Nursing*  has  been  invaluable,  for  the 
future  benefit  of  Fever  Nurses  and  the  public. 
This  expert,  trained  and  certificated  at  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  with  thirty  years' 
first-class  professional'  work  to  her  credit,  has 
been  ruthlessly  swept  off  this  hig^hly  technical 
Committee,  to  make  room  for  Lady  Hobhouse, 
another  laywoman,  whose  attempt  to  thrust 
upon  the  Nursing  Profession  a  Supplementary 
Register  of  Cottag^e  Nurses  has  been  her  chief 
claim  to  fame  during-  her  term  of  office 
on  the  Council — ^leaving  this  professional 
Committee  of  twelve  persons  without  any  re- 
presentative Fever  Nurse  upon  it  ! 

Comment  is  superfluous.  We  intend  to  deal 
with  the  whole  aspect  of  this  most  repre- 
hensible business  next  week.  In  the  meantime 
we  are  not  surprised  to  hear  that  Miss  Villiers' 
colleagues  under  the  Metropolitan  Asylums 
Board  are  taking  prompt  measures  to  express 
their  justifiable  indignation. 


It  will  be  interesting  to  certificated  nurses 
to  note  that  the  four  members  of  the  Registra- 
tion Committee  who  voted  to  omit  the  record 
of  certificates  on  the  State  Register — Miss 
Cox-Davies,  Miss  Dowbiggin,  Miss  Peterkin, 
and  Dr.  Goodall — were,  of  course,  re-elected 
on  to  the  Committee. 


At  a  meetings  of  the  Association  of  Hospital 
Matrons,  of  which  Miss  Lloyd  Still  is  Chair- 
man and  Miss  Cox-r3avies  Hon.  Secretary, 
held  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital  on  March  i8th, 
a  Resolution  was  carried  unanimously  express- 
ing the  entire  approval  of  the  Association  of 
the  recent  steps  taken  by  the  General  Nursing 
Council  in  amending  the  Existing  Rules,  and 
thanking  the  Minister  for  having  signed  these 
Rujes.  The  Resolution  was  proposed  by  Miss 
Musson,  R.R.C.,  and  seconded  by  Miss  E. 
Maude  Smith,  R.R.C.  In  view  of  the  motion 
standing  in  the  name  of  Major  Barnett  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  the  Association  is  asking 
members  to  oppose  it. 


Lord  Aberdare  presided  at  the  Annual 
General  Meeting  of  the  subscribers  to  Queen 
Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses,  held 
last  week  at  58,  Victoria  Street.  Sir  Harold 
Boulton,  who  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
Report,  said  he  feared  they  could  not  hope  to 
collect  so  much  money  this  year  as  last.  They 
were  grateful  to  all  those  who  had  helped  them 
so  splendidly.  They  were  especially  grateful 
to  Queen  Alexandra,  who  most  graciously 
wrote  a  special  letter  of  appeal  to  the  members 
of  her  committee  asking-  their  help  to  increase 
the  membership  of  the  committee  to  250,  and 
so  enable  the  sum  of  ;^2,5oo  to  be  handed  over 
to  the  Institute  instead  of  ;^2,ooo  as  formerly. 

Miss  A.  C.  Lowe,  who  presented  the  Report, 
drew  attention  to  the  splendid  sum  of  £3,342 
raised  by  the  Ball  organised  by  the  Mar- 
chioness Curzon  of  Kedleston.  It  was  stated 
that  the  Council  of  the  Queen's  Institute  is 
taking  steps  which  will  reduce  the  expenditure 
and  increase  the  settled  income  so  that  they 
may  be  broug-ht  more  into  accord  by  some- 
where about  ;^4,5oo.  This  will  still,  however, 
leave  a  normal  deficit  of  ;^5,ooo  on  the  year's 
working,  and  the  deficiency  will  be  greater  in 
1922,  as  the  economies  will  not  take  full  effect 
till   1923. 

The  Report  also  stated  that  the  bonus  given 
from  the  Queen's  Nurses'  Benefit  Fund  to 
Queen's  Nurses  on  retirement  after  at  least 
twenty-one  years'  service  had  been  much 
valued. 
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The  Board  of  Control  have,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  Sir  Alfred  Mond,  the  Minister  of 
Health,  appointed  the  following^  persons  as  a 
committee  to  consider  the  Nursing:  Service  »n 
county  and  iboroug-h  mental  hospitals,  and  in 
what  directions  it  can  be  improved  : — 

Dr.  C.  Hubert  Bond,  C.B.E.,  F.R.C.P. 
(chairman),  Commissioner  Board  of  Control. 

Dame  Louise  Gilbert  Samuel,  D.B.E.. 
member  of  the  Chelsea  Boroug^b  Council. 

Mrs.  How-Marty n,  chairman  of  the  Middle- 
sex County  Mental  Hospital'  (Wandsworth) 
Visiting-  Committee. 

E.  A.  Medus,  Esq.,  chairman  of  the  Surrey 
County  Mental  Hospital  (Netheme)  Visiting 
Committee. 

Dr.  H.  Wolsele>-Lewis,  F.R.C.S.,  Medical 
Superintendent,  Kent  County  Mental  Hospital, 
Maidstone. 

Dr.  G.  F.  Barham,  Medical  Superintendent, 
London  County  Mental  Hospital,  Claybur\\ 

The  name  of  a  matron  of  a  mental  hospital 
is  to  be  added. 


THE   GENERAL    NURSING    COUNCIL 
FOR    ENGLAND   AND    WALES. 


The  sting-  is  in  the  tail.  Surely,  if  this  Com- 
mittee is  to  consider  the  Nursing  Service  in 
Mental  Hospitals,  the  first  persons  who  should 
have  been  selected  were  the  exi>ert  mental 
nurses.  Anyway,  let  us  hope  the  omission  will 
soon  be  rectified.  The  Committee  has  most 
necessary  duties  before  it. 


The  nurses  of  the  Manchester  Royal  Infir- 
mar\'  are  organising  a  bazaar — at  the  Infir- 
mary— to  raise  the  first  ;^  10,000  towards  the 
building-  of  a  Nurses'  Home.  It  will  be  held 
on  the  first  three  days  of  November.  In  the 
meantime  an  appeal  is  made — especially  to 
former  patients  of  the  M.R.I. — for  help  either 
in  the  form  of  cash  donations  to  the  fund,  or 
by  the  sending  of  materials  and  goods  for  sale 
at  the  bazaar.  "  We  have  done  our  best  for 
you,"  say  the  members  of  the  nursing  staff; 
"please  do  your  best  to  help  us  in  our  efforts 
for  the  Infirmary." 


The  Annual  Meeting:  of  the  Scottish  Nurses' 
Club,  205,  Bath  Street  Glasgow,  will  be  held 
on  Saturday,  March  25th,  at  3  p.m.  The  chair 
will  be  taken  by  the  Marchioness  of  Ailsa, 
President  of  the  Club.  Tea  will  be  served  at 
4  p.m.  Miss  M.  R.  Stewart,  Secretary,  notifies 
that  all'  members  and  friends  interested  are 
invited.  The  Scottish  people  have  wonderful 
business  capacity,  and  the  management  of  the 
Scottish  Nurses'  Club  has  been  admirable  from 
its  inception. 


The  Twenty-second  Meeting  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales  was 
held  at  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Whitehall,  on 
Friday,  March  17th,  the  Chairman  of  the  Council 
(Sir  Wilmot  Herringham,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B.,  M.D., 
F.R.C.P.)    presiding. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  submitted 
for    approval. 

Dr.  Goodall  pointed  out  that  there  was  no 
record  on  the  minutes  of  the  Resolution  moved 
by  him  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  as  to 
the  amendment  of  Forms  i  (a)  and  i  (6)  in  the 
second  Schedule  to  the  Rules.  It  should  be 
inserted   after   Paragraph   229. 

The  Chairman  said  this  was  a  complemental 
alteration. 

With  this  addition,  the  minutes  were  agreed 
to  and  signed. 

The  Chairman  then  said  he  had  a  statement 
to  make  of  an  entirely  private  nature,  and  asked 
strangers   to    withdraw. 

Correspondence. 

On  the  re-admission  of  the  Press,  the  first 
business    taken    was    correspondence. 

The  Chairman  stated,  that  a  letter  had  been 
received  from  the  Minister  of  Health  stating  that 
he  had  approved  of  the  two  new  Rules  submitted 
to  him  after  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  and 
also  informing  the  Council  that  the  Instruction 
also  submitted  was  not  a  Rule  and  did  not  require 
his  approval. 

The  Chairman  stated  that  the  Draft  Rule  to 
cover  conjoint  training  in  men's  and  women's 
hospitals  was  somewhat  differently  worded  when 
returned  from  •  that  submitted  to  the  Minister. 
As  Sent  up  it  was  considered  that  there  might  be 
some  difficulty  of  interpretation. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Conference  on 
Child  Welfare  asking  the  Council  to  receive  a 
Deputation  in  regard  to  the  position  of  nurses 
trained  in  the  nursing  of  cripples,  and  stating 
that  the  Conference  was  well  attended  and  was 
representative  of  all  the  interests  of  the  Ortho- 
paedic   Hospitals. 

The  letter  was  referred  to  the  Education  and 
Examination  Committee. 

An  appUcation  was  received  from  the  Royal 
Free  Hospital  Nurses'  League  stating  that,  at  its 
last  meeting,  the  League  had  had  before  it  Rule  qa, 
asking  for  recognition  of  the  League  under  this 
Rule.  The  certificates  of  the  members  of  the 
League  were  produced  to  it  with  their  applica- 
tions, and  the  dates  of  the  certificates  verified. 

The  Chairman  expressed  the  opinion  that  this 
was  a  matter  pertaining  to  the  Registration 
Committee,  and,  on  the  proposition  of  Dr.  Goodall, 
seconded  by  Dr.  Bedford  Pierce,  was  referred  to 
that  Committee. 
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PROTESt    FROM    TfeE  '  EXECUTIVE    COMMITTEE 

OF  THE  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association. 

The  following  Resolution  sent  up  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses' 
Association,  and  which  appeared  to  afford  con- 
siderable amusement  to  lay  members  and  others, 
was  then  read  by  the  Chairman  : — 

"That  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Royal 
British  Nurses'  Association  hc(,ve  learnt  with  deep 
concern  of  the  decision  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  to  delegate  to  other  bodies  what  is  m,ani- 
festly  its  own  duty  and  responsibility — that  of 
examining  the  Certificates  of  Training  used  to 
support  the  claims  of  candidates  for  Registration. 
Such  Certificates  fornl  the  most  important  evidence 
a  nurse  can  produce  of  having  received  training  in 
hospital  and  therefore  the  decision  of  the  Council 
is  calculated  to  detract  from  the  quality  and 
prestige  of  the  Register.  The  Committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  decision  forms  a  dangerous  and 
unwarranted  precedent  on  the  part  of  a  Council 
charged  by  Parhampnt  with  the  duty  of  compihng, 
for  the  State,  an  Official  Register  of  Trained 
Nurses. 

"  Further  the  Committee  consider  that  profes- 
sional members  of  the  Council  have  not  shown 
a  due  appreciation  of  the  rights  and  status  of 
trained  nurses  in  deciding  that  the  salaried  official 
in  their  Registration  Office  is  to  divide  them  into 
two  classes  and  that  she  is,  apparently,  to  be  the 
sole  judge  as  to  whether  those  she  has  placed  in 
one  category  shall  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of 
registration.  The  Council's  '  instruction  '  is  calcu- 
tated  to  lead  to  misunderstandings  and  difficulties 
and  to  place  the  Registrar,  in  an  unfair  position 
when  those  arise." 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Resolution  be  received. 

Protest  from  the  Registered  Nurses'  Parlia- 
mentary Council. 
-f  The  Chairman  then  read  the  following  letter 
from  the  Hon.  Secretary  of .  the  Registered  Nurses' 
Parliamentary  Council :- — 

To    the    Chairman    General    Nursing    Council  for 

■  England:  and  Wales. 

"Sir, — In  accordance  with  the  direction  of  a 
Public  Meeting,  convened  by  the  Registered 
l^nrses'  Parliamentary  Council,  held  at  11,  Chandos 
Street,  London,  W.i,  on  March  loth,  and  com- 
posed largely  of  nurses,  I  beg  to  enclose  to  you 
a  copy  of  Resolutions  carried  at  that  meeting,  and 
further,  to  ask  you  ,to  be  good  enough  to  present 
them  to  the  meeting  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales  to  be  held  on 
March  17th. 

"  I  am,  Sir, 

;'  Yours  faithfully, 
J.    -<v  t'iCi     /"Margaret  Breay, 
.,■;,;     •  ■'  ;,         .        ".  Registered  Nurse, 

'  ,  "  Hon.  Secretary." 

The  Resolutions  enclosed,  namely,  those  carried 
at  the  Public  Meeting  ponvened  by  the  Registered 
Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council,  which  we  inserted 
last  week,  were  also  read  by  the  Chairman. 

Lady  Hobhouse  asked  how  many  members  the 
Society  comprised. 


Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick  said  the  question 
appeared  out  of  order ;  it  implied  authority  over 
the  Registered  Nurses'  ParHamentary  Council..  :  ; 

The  Chairman  said  it  was  his  duty  to  say  what 
was  out  of  order. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  replied  that  the 
Council  had  no  control  over  the  free  nurses' 
organisations. 

Miss  Cox-Davies  inquired  who  the  officials 
were,  and  the  Chairman  asked  whether  the 
Council  would  like  the  letter  referred  for  further 
information.  The  name  of  the  President  was 
printed  at  the  head  of  the  paper.  Councillor 
Beatrice  Kent,  and  the  letter  was  signed  by  the 
Hon.  Secretary,  Miss  Margaret  Breay. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  said  that  was  all  the  in- 
formation she  required. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  letter  be  received. 

Letter  from  the  Q.V.J. I. 

The  next  letter  considered  was  one  on  behalf 
of  the  Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute  Saying 
that  in  many  districts  of  Scotland,  notably  in  the 
Highlands  and  Islands,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
nurses  to  get  their  certificates  verified  by  tlie 
authorities  mentioned  in  the  English  Rule,  and 
expressing  the  opinion  that  if  they  were  verified  by 
the  Matron  of  their  training  school  it  would  be 
amply  sufficient.  It  was  desired  to  add  that  tlie 
desirabiUty  of  keeping  in  line  the  Rules  governing 
admissions  to  the  Register  in  the  two  countries 
was  quite  appreciated,  and  indeed  the  matter  was 
dealt  with  in  the  Act. 

The  Chairman  read  the  Rule  governing  the 
requirements  for  verification  of  certificates  in 
Scotland.  He  thought  the  Council  should  be 
very  careful  in  dealing  with  this  matter.  It 
would  be  unpleasant  to  have  a  dispute  with 
Scotland.  He  thought  they  should  say  that.il; 
was  a  matter  for  the  decision  of  the  Scottish 
Council. 

Dr.  Goodall  moved  and  Miss  Cox  Davies 
seconded  that  the  letter  should  be  referred  to  the 
Registration  Committee  for  consideration  and 
report.     This  was  agreed. 

The  General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotlan'p 
object  to  the  Proposed  New  Rule  (qa)  o^ 
THE  English  Council. 
The  Chairman  then  read  the  following  lettea: 
received  by  him  from  the  Registrar  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  Scotland  on  its  behalf  :— 

General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland. 
13,  Melville  Street, 

Edinburgh. 
4th  March,  1922., 
The  Chairman, 

General  Nursing  Council    ,  . 

for  England  and  Wales. 
12,  York  Gate, 

Regent's  Park,  London,  N.W.I. 
Dear  Sir, 

Reciprocity  Rule. 
Refferring  to  my  letter  of  21st  ult.,  I  submitted 
the  correspondence  between  us  to  a  meeting  of  nay 
Council  yesterday. 
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At  the  Same  time  the  attention  of  my  Council 
was  directed  to  a  Report  in  the  Press  of  a  new 
Rule  No.  9  (a),  adopted  by  your  Council  on  17th 
ult.,  under  which  you  propose  to  accept  from  an 
applicant,  in  lieu  of  an  original  Training  Certificate, 
a  declaration  by  a  Secretary  of  any  approved 
organised  body  of  nurses  that,  on  admission  of  the 
Applicant  to  Membership,  the  Certificate  or  a 
certified  copy  thereof  was  produced  to  that  body. 

My  Council  do  not  feel  able  to  pass  any  similar 
resolution.  They  are  not  aware  of  the  Hst  of 
organised  bodies  of  Nurses  whom  you  propose  to 
accept,  and  they  feel  that  in  any  event,  the  pro- 
posal forms  a  delegation  of  the  statutory  duties 
of  the  Council,  and  is  likely  to  lead  to  many  un- 
necessary diffi.culties.  I  am  instructed  to  state 
that  my  Council  trust  that  on  reconsideration, 
your  Council  will  withdraw  that  part  of  the  pro- 
posed new  Rule,  and  I  am  to  add  that  meantime 
my  Council  have  not  thought  fit  to  adopt  any 
reciprocity  rule.  It  is  obvious  that  to  do  so 
would  be  equivalent  in  the  present  state  of  your 
Rules,  to  allowing  Scottish  Nurses  to  register  in 
England  and  transfer  their  registration  here 
without  ever  producing  the  original  training 
Certificate,  or  even  a  duly  certified  copy  thereof. 
I  am. 

Yours  faithfully, 
(Sd.)  W.  Farmer, 

Registrar. 

It  was  proposed  by  Dr.  Goodall,  seconded  by 
Dr.  Bostock  Hill,  and  agreed  that  the  letter  be 
referred  to  the  Registration  Committee  for  con- 
sideration and  report. 

Report   of    Education    and    Examination 
Committee. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still,  Chairman  of  the  Education 
and  Examination  Committee  then  moved  that  its 
Report,  which  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Council, 
and  was  as  follows,  be  received  : — ■ 
•  The  Committee  has  met  three  times — February 
23rd,  March  2nd,  March  9th, 

(i)  To  recommend  that  when  the  Examination 
Syllabus  is  drawn  up,  representatives  of  the  Poor- 
Law  Nurse  Training  Schools  be  invited  to  a 
conference  to  discuss  it,  before  the  draft  is  sent 
to  the  Minister  of  Health  for  approval. 

(2)  To  report  that  the  Education  and  Examina- 
tion Committee  and  the  Mental  Nursing  Committee 
met  on  March  2nd  to  consider  the  letter  from  the 
London  County  Council  Asylums  and  Mental 
Deficiency  Department.  As  the  question  involved 
reciprocal  and  affiliated  training  and  the  schemes 
were  not  yet  complete,  the  matter  was  deferred, 
but  it  was  decided  to  recommend  the  following 
resolutions  : — 

"  That    the    three    years    training    for    the 

.   Supplementary  Register  for  Mental  Nurses  may 

.include  a  period  of  six  months  as  a  pupil  nurSe 

.  in  an  approved  General  Hospit^  or  Poor-Law 

Infirmary,"  ..,.  ,' 

For  Future  Nurses  : 

"  That  a  nurse  who  has  ,been  placed  on  the 
Supplementary  Part  of  the  Register  for  Mental 


Nui'ses  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  for  the  examina- 
tion of  the  General  Register  after  a  two  years' 
course  in  an  approved  General  Hospital  or  Poor- 
Law  Infirmary." 

(3)  To  recommend  that  the  following  are  the 
conditions  required  by  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  General  Hospitals  or  Poor-Law  Hospitals  to 
be  recognised  as  training  schools  for  nurses  : — 

General  Hospitals. 

I. — The  General  Nursing  Council  requires  that 
a  General  Hospital,  if  it  is  to  afford  such  a 
complete  training  as  would  fit  a  nurse  for, 
admission  to  the  General  Nurses'  Register, 
must  contain  100  beds  with  a  daily  average 
of  75  occupied  beds,  with  not  less  than  one 
resident  medical  officer  and  with  adequate 
training  material  in  the  four  main  services 
comprising  medical,  surgical,  gynaecological, 
and  children's  diseases. 

2. — The  General  Nursing  Council  is  prepared  to 
consider  schemes  by  which  hospitals  not 
fulfilling  these  conditions  may  be  grouped 
so  as  to  provide  sufficient  material  for  the^ 
complete  training  of  a  general  nurse,  e.g.,  a- 
Male  Hospital,  a  Women's  Hospital,  and  a 
Children's  Hospital,  if  of  adequate  size ;  or 
by  afi&liating  Special  Hospitals  to  Genenil 
Hospitals  with  interchange  of  nurses.  In  such 
a  case  the  General  Hospital  may  contain  less 
than  100  beds. 

3.— Before  any  General  Hospital  or  Group  of 
Hospitals  can  be  approved  for  the  training 
of  nurses,  the  G.N.C.  would  require  to  be 
satisfied  that  the  scheme  of  training  in  all 
cases  provided  an  adequate  staff  and  equip- 
ment for  teaching. 

4. — The  G.N.C.  considers  that  it  would  be 
greatly  in  the  interests  of  the  training  of 
nurses  if  Preliminary  Training  Schools  could 
be  instituted  in  various  centres  throughout 
England  and  Wales. 

Poor-Law  Hospitals. 

i.^ — -The  General  Nursing  Council  requires  that; 
a  Poor-Law  Hospital,  if  it  is  to  afford  such  a 
complete  training  as  would  fit  a  nurse  for 
admission  to  the  General  Nurses'  Register, 
must  contain  250  beds  with  not  less  than  one 
resident  medical  officer,  and  with  adequate 
training  material  in  the  four  main  services 
comprising  medical,  surgical,  gynaecological 
and  children's  diseases.  Such  hospitals  must 
not  be  under  the  control  of  the  Workhouse 
administration . 

2. — The  G.N.C.  is  prepared  to  consider  schemes 
by  which  Poor-Law  Hospitals  not  fulfilling 
these  conditions  may  be  grouped  so  as  to 
provide  sufficient  material  for  the  complete 
training  of  a  general  nurse,  with  recognised 
Poor-I^w  Hospitals  or  with  hospitals  that  can 
supply  the  special  need,  either  by  affiliation 
or  interchange  of  nurses. 

3. — Before  any  Poor-Law  Hospital  oi:  group  of 
hospitals  can  be  approved  for  the  training  of 
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nurses,  the  G.N.C.  would  require  to  be  satisfied 
that  the  scheme  of  training  in  all  caSes  provi- 
ded an  adequate  staff  and  equipment  for 
teaching. 
4. — The  General  Nursing  Council  considers 
that  it  would  be  greatly  in  the  interests  of 
the  training  of  nurses  if  Preliminary  Training 
Schools  could  be  instituted  in  various  centres 
throughout  England  and  Wales. 

The  items  were  then  taken  seriatim. 

Items  I  and  II  were  agreed. 

On  Item  III,  Miss  Seymour  Yapp  disagreed 
with  the  proposal  that  for  recognition  as  a  com- 
plete training  school  Poor  Law  Hospitals  must 
not  be  under  the  control  of  the  Workhouse  adminis- 
tration. It  would  shut  out  Some  of  the  largest 
Poor  Law  Training  Schools. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  asked  why  it  had  been 
inserted. 

Miss  Swiss  said  that  it  had  been  proposed  by 
Miss  Dowbiggin,  who  considered  it  was  in  the 
interests  of  better  nursing  education. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still  moved  that  it  be  referred 
back  to  the  Education  Committee  for  further 
consideration. 

With  this  exception  the  Report  was  adopted. 

Report  of   Registration    Committee. 

Mrs.     Bedford     Fenwick,     Chairman,     then 
moved  that  the  Report  of  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee be  received.     In  doing  so  she  said  that  she 
was  prepared  to  move  that  the  whole  Report  be 
received  for  discussion.     She  was  not  prepared  to 
move  that  items  XI  and  XII  be  approved. 
The  Report  was  as  follows  : — 
The  Registration  Committee  has  met  twice — 
on  March  3rd  and  loth,  1922. 
I. — To  report  that  the  letter  from  the  Chartered 
Society  of  Massage  and  Medical  Gymucistics, 
referred    by   the   Council   on   February    3rd, 
had    been    considered.     The    Privy    Council 
proposed    to   insert   an  asterisk  against    the 
names  of  Registered  Nurses  in  the  Register 
of  that  Society. 
II.- — To  recommend  that  a  letter  in  leaflet  form 
pointing  out  the  advantages  of  registration, 
be  sent  to  the  authorities  of  Mental,  Fever, 
and  Children's  Hospitals,  and  that  they  be 
asked  to  bring  the  letter  before  their  Staffs. 
III.— To  recommend  that  the  Registered  Nurses' 
Uniform  and  Badge  be  approved  as  follows  : — 

Uniform. — Coat  and  Hat. 

1 .  Coat. — Colour  :    Navy  blue.     Woven  badge 

on  Coat.    Distinctive  registered  material 
for  winter  wear  and  summer  wear. 
Trimming  :  Blue  braid.  Registered  buttons. 

2.  Hat. — Winter,  Felt. 

Summer,  Straw. 
And  a  Storm  Cap. 

Ribbon  :     Special    registered    blue    corded 
ribbon  with  badge  embroidered  on  it. 

3.  Shoes  or  Boots  :    Black  or  brown.    Stock- 

ings same  colour. 
Gloves  :    White  washing. 


4.  Badge  :    A    Pierced  Badge,  which  could  be 
copied  in  embroidery  (to  be  worn  either 
on  a  ribbon  or  a  brooch  pin),  similar  to 
that    of   Lady   Minto's    Indian   Nursing 
Association,     or     of     Queen     Victoria's 
Jubilee  Institute. 
Inscription  :    Status  of  Nurse,  England  and 
Wales,  and  G.N.C.  monogram  in  centre. 
Reverse  on  Garter  :    Name  in  full. 
Registered   number. 
Also  to  recommend  that  the  Admiralty  be  asked 
for  permission  to  use  the  letters  R.N.  for  shoulder 
straps. 

IV. — To  recommend  the  following  alterations  to 
the  Second  Schedule,  Form  I  (a)  and  (b)  : — 

Page  i. — At  the  top  of  the  page  to  print :  "  N.B. 
— Applicants  must  fill  in  this  Schedule  as  fully  as 
possible.  All  dates  must  be  accounted  for  from 
commencement  of  nursing  duties,  including  dates 
when  not  engaged  in  nursing  work." 

{5)  To  print  in  space  before  "  Places," 
"  Rank,"  and  on  bottom  line  to  print  "  Present 
position  and  address." 

Page  2. — Marginal  note  to  be  altered  as 
follows  : — 

Opposite   Name   and  Address   of  Referee   as   to 
Character. 
"  A  householder  not  being  a  relative  of  the 
applicant  who  has  known  her  personally  for  not 
less  than  three  years." 

Opposite  Referees  as  to  Character  and  Professional 
Efficiency. 
"  Matrons  of  Hospitals,  registered  Medical 
Practitioners,  or  other  responsible  persons, 
under  whom  the  applicant  has  worked  within 
the  three  years  prior  to  the  date  of  application." 

V. — To  recommend  : — - 

"  That  a  recommendation  be  drawn  up  to 
the  Minister  that  when  a  nurse  is  still  in  the 
service  of  the  Institution  where  she  was  trained, 
the  reference  of  the  Matron  shall  be  sufficient." 

VI. — To  report  that  the  revised  First  Schedule, 
Rule  9  (a),  Rule  9  (6)  (6),  Rule  43.  (2),  sub- 
mitted to  the  Minister  of  Health,  on  Feb- 
ruary loth  and  20th,  had  been  approved  and 
signed. 

VII. — To  recommend  that  the  following  Rule  9 
(i)  (fl)  be  substituted  for  that  approved  by 
the  Council  on  February  3rd,  1922  : — 
"  (aa)  A  certificate  or  certificates  that  the 
apphcant  has  before  the  ist  November,  191 9, 
had  not  less  than  two  years'  training  in  a 
Hospital  for  men  only  approved  by  the  Council 
for  training,  and  not  less  than  one  year's  train- 
ing in  a  hospital  for  women  only  similarly 
approved,  or  alternatively,  not  less  than  two 
years'  training  in  a  hospital  for  women  only 
approved  by  the  Council  for  training  and  not 
less  than  one  year's  training  in  a  hospital  for 
men  only  similarly  approved." 
Nurses  with  Intermediate  Qualifications. 
Additional    subsection    to    Rule    11   (i)  in  the 
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case  of  admission  to  the  General  Part  of  the 
Register. 
Same   Rule   omitting   the    words   "  before   the 
1st  November,    19 19." 

yill. — To  recommend  that  the  Chairman  be 
empowered  to  ask  the  Minister  of  Health  to 
defer  action  with  regard  to  the  Prescribed 
Scheme  for  the  Constitution  of  the  Council 
(Clause  4,  Schedule),  submitted  on  Feb- 
ruary 2oth,  until  the  system  of  voting  is 
considered  and  embodied  in  the  scheme. 

IX.- — To  recommend  that  the  Chairman  be  re- 
quested to  draw  up  a  letter  for  transmission 
to  the  Colonial  Office  re  reciprocal  regis- 
tration of  nurses  in  the  Crown  Colonies 
(Section  6  (2)  (o)  Nurses'  Registration  Act, 
1919). 

X. — ^To  report  that  from  February  nth  to 
March  loth,  541  applications  for  registration 
had  been  received  and  acknowledged — 

General  Register        . .  .  ,  .  .   460 

Supplementary  Registers     . .  .  .     81 

XI. — To  recommend  the  following  for  approval : — 
230  Applicants  ehgible.   (List  appended.) 
7         „  inehgible.  „ 

Eligible. 

General  Register.  Existing  . .  .  .  166 

Intermediate  . .  . .  11 
Stipplementary  Registers. 

Male 8 

Mental              . .          . .  , .  . ,  28 

Fever    . .          . .          . .  . .  . .  17 
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XII.- — ^To  recommend  to  the  Council : — 

"  That  applicants  who  have  complied  with 
the  requirements  set  forth  in  the  Rules,  whose 
applications  for  registration  are  approved  by 
the  Council,  shall  have  their  names  entered  by 
the  Registrar  in  the  appropriate  parts  of  the 
Register,  and  shall  be  granted  a  certificate,  and 
•  that  authority  is  hereby  given  to  affix  the  Seal 
of  the  Council  thereto." 

(Signed)         E.  G.  F. 

On  Item  I  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  read 
the  letter  stating  that  the  Lords  of  the  Council 
had  directed  that  the  Chartered  Society  of  Massage 
and  Medical  Gymnastics  had  not  the  power  to  insert 
Nursing  qualifications  on  its  Register  of  Masseuses, 
and  proposed  the  insertion  of  an  asterisk  against 
the  names  of  Registered  Nurses.  The  deletion 
of  the  note  referred  to  had  accordingly  been 
eft'ected,  and  an  asterisk  would  be  inserted. 

On  Item  II,  Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  said  that  a 
former  communication  sent  to  the  authorities  of 
Mental  Hospitals  had  been  sent  to  the  Clerks, 
and  had  not  reached  the  Medical  Superintendents, 
wliose  Department  was  a  distinct  one.  He  asked 
that  in  the  present  instance  the  letter  might  be 
sent  to  both  Clerks  and  Medical  Superintendents. 

In  moving  that  Item  III  be  agreed,  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick  pointed  out  that  it  was  a  most 
important  matter  to  the  nurses. 


Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  said  he  would  have  liked 
the  Registration  Committee  to  show  more  origina- 
lity in  regard  to  the  Badge. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Council  was  of  opinion 
that  permission  to  use  the  letters  R.N.  on  the 
uniform  would  not  readily  be  obtained  from  the 
Admiralty. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  pointed  out  that  in 
the  Dominions,  and  in  America,  where  Registration 
Acts  were  in  force,  the  letters  R.N.  were  used,  but 
English  Nurses  would  probably  be  denied  the 
privilege. 

On  Item  V,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that 
the  Committee  considered  that  if  a  nurse  was 
still  working  under  a  Committee  in  the  hospital 
in  which  she  had  been  trained  and  certificated, 
the  reference  of  the  Matron  of  the  Institution 
would  be  sufficient,  and  save  expense. 

Miss  MacCallum  dissented.  She  thought  it 
left  the  Nurse  in  the  hands  of  the  Matron.  If  the 
procedure  of  the  Army  were  adopted,  and  any 
adverse  Report  shown  to  the  Nurse,  she  had  no 
objection  to  offer. 

Mr.  Christian  elicited  that  a  nurse  was  free  to 
make  an  appUcation  in  the  ordinary  way,  but  the 
Matron's  recommendation  was  sufficient  if  she 
wished  to  avail  herself  of  it. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  was  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for  a  woman  in  the  employ  of  a 
hospital  to  have  a  report  made  upon  her  which 
would  preclude  her  from  admission  to  the  Register. 

Miss  MacCallum  reiterated  that  it  was  not 
fair  to  have  secret  Reports. 

On  Item  VII — the  new  Rule  sent  down  by  the 
Ministry  in  substitution  for  the  one  submitted — • 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  pointed  out  that  a 
matter  of  principle  had  been  involved  in  the  Rule 
as  originally  drawn.  Qualifying  Hospitals  for 
men  were  general  hospitals  for  that  sex,  whereas 
hospitals  for  women  dealt  mainly  with  diseases 
peculiar  to  women,  and  were  consequently  special 
hospitals.  There  was  no  such  conjoint  term  of 
training  as  premised  by  the  Ministry,  and  for  that 
reason  the  alteration  was  harmless. 

In  support  of  Item  IX,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick 
said  that  Rules  for  Reciprocal  Registration  with 
the  Crown  Colonies  were  necessary,  but  could  not 
be  put  in  force  without  action  by  the  Home 
Government,  aS,  unlike  the  Dominions,  they  were 
not  entirely  self-governing. 

On  Item  XI  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  moved 
that  it  be  received,  but  not  that  it  be  agreed 
and,  on  being  asked  by  the  Chairman  to  expleiin 
why  she  disagreed  Mrs.  Fenwick  said  that  forty- 
seven  of  the  names  recommended  for  approval 
were  those  of  applicants  of  whom  the  Registration 
Committee  knew  nothing,  as  they  had  not  in- 
vestigated the  professional  quahfications  or  testi- 
monials re  character  of  the  applicants,  and  she, 
as  Chair,  had  been  denied  access  to  them.  These 
apphcations  and  references  had  been  seen  only  by 
the  Registrar,  and  as  she  was  strongly  opposed  to 
this  delegation  of  pubUc  duty  by  the  Council,  she 
declined  to  recommend  for  registration  persons  of 
whose  qua"  ification  sand  character  she  knew  nothing. 
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Miss  Seymour  Yapp  proposed,  and  Dr.  Goodall 
seconded,  that  this  item  be  approved,  and  this  was 
agreed,  as  was  Item  XII  on  the  proposition  of  Dr. 
GooDALL,  seconded  by  Miss  Seymour  Yapp. 

Miss  MacCallum  enquired  whether  it  was  within 
the  power  of  the  Registrar  to  reject  applications. 
Were  all  rejected  applications  reported  to  the 
Council  ?  She  asked  for  further  details  concerning 
one  rejected  applicant  who  had  an  unsatisfactory 
matron's  reference  and  no  certificate  from  Bromp- 
ton  Hospital.  The  Registrar  stated  that  this 
applicant  left  the  hospital  to  join  the  Territorial 
Force  Nursing  Service.  She  had  no  certificate  of 
any  Sort.  The  seven  ineligible  applications  came 
before  the  Registration  Committee. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  stated  that  under  the 
first  Instruction  every  name  was  considered  by 
the  Registration  Committee  after  scrutiny  by  a 
member  of  the  Council.  Under  the  new  Instruc- 
tion no  such  precaution  was  taken.  The  Registra- 
tion Committee  was  now  limited  to  examining 
those  applications  which  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Registrar  were  doubtful,  and  it  had  to  submit  to  the 
Council,  without  examination,  all  applications 
which  the  Registrar  considered  to  be  in  order. 

The  Chairman  said  Mrs.  Fenwick  was  under  a 
misapprehe  nsion.  The  Registrar  only  presented 
those  cases  which  were  entirely  covered  by  previous 
decisions  and  where  the  applicant  fulfilled  the 
qualifications  for  registration. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  witli  all  due  deference 
to  the  chair,  differed  from  this  opinion.  When 
after  the  last  meeting  the  Chairman  decided  that, 
the  Instruction  passed  on  February  25th,  having 
been  sent  up  to  the  Minister,  it  did  not  come  into 
force  until  the  Minister's  reply  had  been  received, 
she  attended  at  the  office  and  scrutinised  a  number 
of  applications.  She  found  eight  cases  which  did 
not  conform  to  the  Rules  had  been  scrutinised  and 
marked  "  passed  "  by  the  Registrar.  She  referred 
them  back  for  further  inquiry.  The  Registrar 
did  not  apply  for  the  references  required,  and  when 
the  applications  came  before  the  Registration 
Committee  five  were  approved,  although  they  did 
not  conform  to  the  Rules,  and  three  were  referred 
back.  The  fact  that  the  Registrar  "  passed  "  the 
eight  applications  which  were  not  in  order  could 
be  verified  by  her  handwriting  on  the  schedules 
in  the  office. 

Miss  MacCallum  enquired  whether  the  Regis- 
tration Committee  had  any  power  to  inspect 
applications  "  passed  "  by  the  Registrar. 

The  Chairman  said  that  any  member  of  the 
Council  could  always  call  for  and  examine  a  set 
of  papers. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  under  Rule 
9A  the  Registrar  could  accept  and  recommend 
applicants  for  Registration  without  any  direct 
evidence  of  their  qualifications  being  submitted 
for  inspection. 

Miss  Macdonald  enquired  whether  a  member 
of  the  Registration  Committee  could  call  for  and 
examine  the  whole  of  the  applications. 

The  Chairman  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Christian  enquired  whether  it  was  intended 


that  only  the  members  of  the  Registration^Com- 
mittee  should  have  the  right  of  inspection. 
The  Report  was  then  agreed.  • 

Thus  47  applicants  whose  qualifications  ancl 
references  had  not  been  considered  by  any  menii- 
ber  of  the  Council,  were  placed  upon  the  Register. 

Report  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall,  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  then  presented  its  Report  and  moved 
that  it  be  received.     The  Report  was  as  follows  : — 

The  Finance  Committee  has  met  once — on 
March  gth. 

(i)  To  recommend  that  the  Bills  and  Claims 
submitted  for  payment  be  approved. 

(2)  To  recommend  that  the  estimate  of  A.  &  E. 
Walter,  Ltd.,  for  £^  2s.  be  accepted  for  5,000  copies 
of  the  Nurses  Chart  (General  4,500,  Sick  Children 
500)  and  covering  envelopes  at  12s.  6d.  per  1,000, 
and  that  the  charts  and  envelope  be  sold  at  3d. 
each,  exclusive  of  postage. 

(3)  To  recommend  that  extra  money  be  granted 
for  this  month's  postage,  if  necessary. 

(4)  To  recommend  that,  to  meet  the  cost  of 
sending  out  the  Registration  Certificates,  a  charge 
of  2S.  6d.  for  each  certificate  be  made  after  April 
ist'  1922.  (Signed)  T.  J.  V. 

On  Item  2,  Sir  Jenner  Verrall  pointed  out 
that  the  estimate  was  for  £^  2s.  per  1,000  copies, 
not  per  5,000,  as  stated  in  the  Report,  and  incor- 
porated this  amendment  in  the  recommendation. 

In  connection  with  the  packing  of  certificates 
the  Chairman  said  it  was  found  that  the  die  of 
the  Seal  of  the  Council  made  such  an  impression 
that  in  rolling  the  certificates  the  paper  cut  through. 
It  was  now  proposed  to  get  rid  of  the  tubes,  to 
get  a  satisfactory  substitute,  and  to  strengthen 
the  part  of  the  certificate  which  received  the 
impression  of  the  Seal  with  a  linen  patch.  To 
meet  the  additional  cost  it  was .  proposed  by  the 
Finance  Committee  to  make  a  charge  of  2s.  6d. 
for  the  certificates. 

The  Report  was  approved. 

The  Election  of  Standing  Committees. 

The  next  business  was  "  To  receive  nominations 
and  to  elect  Committees." 

Before  this  was  dealt  with  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  said  the  Chairman  was  no  doubt  aware 
that  Major  Barnett  proposed  to  move  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  March  21st  that  an 
Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty  praying  that 
new  Rules  9 a  and  43  (2)  now  Ij^ng  on  the  table  of 
the  House  be  annulled.  The  Chairman  replied  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  asked  whether,  as  the  Rules 
were  under  the  consideration  of  the  House,  it  was 
proposed  to  hastily  carry  them  into  effect,  or 
would  consideration  of  this  item  on  the  Agenda 
be  deferred  until  after  the  House  had  arrived  at  a 
decision  as  to  the  Address. 

The  Chairman  said  certainly  not,  and  then 
proceeded  to  explain  the  method  of  election  to 
the  Committees,  which  would  be  by  ballot.  He 
then  read  the  nominations  for  the  various  Cora-r 
mittees,   and  the  results. 


March  25,  1922 


^bc  Bnttsb  journal  of  'Wuretno. 


187 


The  Standing  Committees. 

The  result  of  the  ballot  was  as  follows  :— 

Finance  Committee. — No  change. 

Registration  Committee. — Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick 
was  the  only  member  eliminated  and  the  Hon. 
Mrs.  Eustace  Hills  elected.  Miss  Isabel  Mac- 
donald  declined  to  accept  nomination — ^Miss  Alice 
Cattell  was  elected. 

The  Registration  Committee  is  now  composed  as 
follows  : — Miss  Cattell,  Mr.  Christian,  Miss  Coulton, 
Miss  Cox-Da  vies.  Miss  Dowbiggin,  Dr.  Goodall, 
Hon.  Mrs.  Eustace  Hills,  Miss  Peterkin. 

Education  and  Examination  Committee.— Thirteen 
members  were  nominated.  Miss  Susan  Villiers 
was  eliminated.  New  members  on  the  Committee 
are  Dr.  Bostock  Hill,  Lady  Hobhouse,  and  Miss  E. 
Smith.  '  .    "^ 

Mental  Nursing  Committee.— i^o  change. 

General  Purposes  Committee.- — Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  and  Miss  MacCallum  were  eliminated,  and 
the  Hon.  Mrs.  Eustace  Hills,  Miss  Lloyd-Still,  and 
Miss  Peterkin  were  elected. 

Disciplinary  and  Penal  Committee. — ^New  mem- 
bers, Mrs.  Fenwick,  Miss  Swiss,  and  Miss  Villiers. 

Other  Business. 

On  the  Chairman  enquiring  whether  there  was 
any  other  business,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  stated 
that  as  she  so  strongly  disapproved  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Council  at  the^jresent  time,  she  must  decline 
to  sign  cheques  for  the  future,  as  She  had  been 
appointed  to  do  as  a  member  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. She  desired  that  someone  else  should  be 
appointed  for  this  duty. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  :  "I  don't  know  why  such 
an  arrangement  was  made." 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  :  "  Because  as  the  nurses 
entirely  finance  the  Council's  work  it  was  thought 
advisable  that  the  name  of  one  of  them  should 
appear  on  cheques." 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  undertook  to  sign  cheques. 

A  Generous  Offer. 

Miss  Alice  Cattell  asked  permission  to  retire 
from  the  Registration  Committee  in  favour  of  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick,  whose  services  she  considered 
indispensable  to  the  Committee. 

The  Chairman  said  in  that  case  they  must  take 
another  ballot.  • 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  thanked  Miss  Cattell  for 
her  generous  offer,  but  declined  to  avail  herself  of  it. 

The  meeting  then  terminated. 


THE    WAR   CHEST. 

Councillor  Beatrice  Kent  desires  to  express  her 
gratitude  for  generous  support  of  the  propaganda 
of  the  Registered  Nurses'  Parhamentary  Council, 
in  its  opposition  to  the  present  policy  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales. 
She  is  well  aware  that  many  nurses  can  ill  afford 
donations  for  such  a  purpose  and  sincerel}'  thanks 
them  for  their  self-denial  in  this  connection. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

March  15TH. 
Children's  Hospital,  Great  Ormond  Street. 

Mr.  a.  Short  asked  the  Minister  of  Health  if 
his  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that, 
within  the  past  month,  two  hospital  probationers 
have  been  reported  at  inquests  as  found  drowned,' 
one  in  the  Thames  and  one  in  the  Clyde  :  and  if 
he  will  have  some  inquiry  made  as  to  the  co!i- 
ditions  of  service,  hours  of  work,  &c.,  at  the 
Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Great  Ormond  Street, 
from  which  institution  Miss  Thyra  Pound  dis- 
appeared ? 

Sir  a.  Mond  :  I  have  made  inquiries  from  the 
Hospital  for  Sick  Children  and  find  nothing  to 
indicate  that  Miss  Pound's  death  was  in  any 
way  connected  with  her  hours  of  work  or  the 
other  conditions  of  service  at  the  hospital.  I 
have  no  information  with  regard  to  the  Scottish 
case  to  which  the  hon.  Member  refers. 

March  2ist.  .  J 

Registration  without  Direct  Documentary  '•> 

Evidence  of  Credentials.  '     ' 

On  Tuesday,  March  21st  : 

Major  Barnktt  asked  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land whether  he  is  aware  that  the  new  Rule  9  (a) 
passed  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales,  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health, 
and  now  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  House,  permits 
the  names  of  nurses  to  be  placed  on  the  State 
Register  of  Nurses  without  direct  documentary 
evidence  of  their  credentials  and  character, 
as  provided  for  under  the  existing  rule  ;  whether, 
as  is  required  by  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act  for 
England  and  Wales,  Section  6  (3)  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  Scotland  has  been  consulted 
as  to  this  rule  ;  whether  it  approves  of  the  compilar 
tion  of  the  State  Register  of  Nurses  upon  indirect 
information  supplied  by  secretaries  of  organised 
bodies  of  nurses  instead  of  upon  documentary 
evidence  supplied  direct  to  the  Council,  and  whether 
the  General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland  will  be 
prepared  to  admit  to  its  register,  under  the  reci- 
procity agreement  between  the  two  countries, 
nurses  who  have  obtained  admission  to  the  Register 
for  England  and  Wales  without  furnishing  such 
evidence. 

Mr.  Munro  :  The  answer  to  the  first  part  of 
the  question  is  in  the  affirmative.  As  regards  tlie 
second  and  third  parts  of  the  question,  I  under,- 
stand  that  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland 
has  not  been  consulted  in  regard  to  the  proposed 
rule,  and  does  not  approve  of  it.  In  answer  to  tlie 
fourth  part  of  the  question,  my  information  is 
that,  pending  the  adjustment  of  this  matter,  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland  has  not 
passed  any  rule  providing  for  the  re-registration 
on  the  Council's  Register  of  Nurses  already  on  the 
Register  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  fpr 
England  and  Wales. 

Major  Barnett  :  Is  the  right  hon,  Gentlemaja 
aware  that  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  Scot 
land  has  asked  for  this  rule  to  be  withdrawn  ? 
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Sir  C.  Kinloch-Cooke  :  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  there  are  other  institutions 
in  this  country  who  desire  it  to  be  retained  ? 

Mr.  Munro  :  Representations  in  both  senses 
have  reached  me. 

Mr.  Lyle  :  Is  not  the  whole  object  of  this 
Rule  9(a)  to  speed  up  registration,  and  is  not  that 
exactly  what  nurses  throughout  the  whole  country 
want  ? 

Mr.  Munro  :  I  did  not  hear  my  hon.  Friend. 
I  should  like  notice  of  any  further  questions. 

March   22nd. 
A  Dictatorship  Opens  the  Door  to  irregularities 
and  Evasions  of  the  Act. 
On  March  22nd  : 

Mr.  Kennedy,  To  ask  the  Minister  of  Health 
whether,  when  he  signed  the  rule  whereby  the 
majority  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  decided 
that  nurses  should  be  registered  without  the 
documentary  evidence  of  their  professional  creden- 
tials being  submitted  to  the  scrutiny  of  the  Council, 
and  also  one  dealing  with  the  matter  of  altering 
a  rule  agreed  to  by  Parliament  three  months 
before,  which  provided  that  standing  committees 
of  the  Council  should  continue  in  office  until  the 
present  Council  be  dissolved  in  December  next, 
he  was  aware  that  these  new  rules  were  carried 
by  the  majority  of  those  in  the  employers' 
interests  in  face  of  the  most  strenuous  opposition 
of  every  member  of  the  Council  who  represented 
working  nurses ;  whether  he  took  into  considera- 
tion the  fact  that  the  former  rule  practically 
instituted  a  dictatorship  and  delegated  the  business 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council  with  regard  to 
registration  to  one  person,  viz.,  the  Registrar,  a 
paid  official,  and  thus  opened  the  door  to  irregulari- 
ties and  evasions  of  the  Act ;  and  whether  he  will 
have  these  rules  reconsidered. 


NURSES'  MISSIONARY  LEAGUE. 


We  hope  to  publish  the  answer  to  this  quastion 
in  our  ne.xt  issue. 


THE  QUEEN  SEES  HOW  THE  POOR  LIVE. 


When  the  Queen  paid  a  visit  to  Shoreditch 
last  Saturday  to  see  how  the  poor  live — and  it 
must  have  made  her  sad  to  see  the  terrible  con- 
ditions under  which  some  of  them  are  housed — she 
also  paid  a  visit  to  St.  Leonard's  Hospital  (Shore- 
ditch  Infirmary),  and  saw  the  memorial  erected 
to  Nurse  Cavell,  who  was  for  some  time  Assistant 
Matron.  Her  Majesty  took  tea  with  Miss  Inglis 
(the  Matron),  and  after  visiting  the  wards  took 
leave  of  the  Mayor  and  the  members  of  the  Council 
and  Board  of  Guardians,  who  had  accompanied 
her  round  the  borough,  and  expressed  her  delight 
with  the  welcome  she  had  received.  The  esti- 
mated cost  to  pull  down  and  rebuild  the  area 
condemned  ten  years  ago  is  estimated  at  a  million 
sterling.     The  money  would  be  well  spent. 


A  quiet  day  for  prayer  and  meditation  will  be 
held  on  Tuesday.  March  28th  (by  kind  permission 
of  the  Rector),  at  Holy  Trinity  Church,  St. 
Marylebone,  conducted  by  the  Rev.  H.  G.  Peile, 
M.A.  The  three  Sessions  will  be  :  10.30 — ■12.30, 
3.15 — J. 30  and  6—7. 

It  is  hoped  that  Nurses  will  make  their  Com- 
munion in  their  Hospital  Chapels,  distance  making 
it  almost  impossible  to  arrange  a  corporate 
Communion.  General  subject :  "  The  Drama  of 
Divine  Love.''  The  addresses  will  be  given  at 
the  following  times  : — 

Scene  i.  A  Charge  Room. 

Scene  2.  A  Room  in  Pilate's  House. 

Scene  3.  A  Condemned  Cell. 

Scene  4.  A  Barrack  Room. 

Scene  5.  A  Place  of  Execution. 


10.30 
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There  will  be  periods  for  Prayer  and  silent 
Meditation  after  each  address. 

The  conductor  hopes  that  those  attending  the 
Quiet  Day  will  bring  note- books.  He  will  be  in 
Church  to  give  spiritual  help  or  advice  at  the 
following  times:  it — •ii.3">,  2.45 — 3.5,  and 
5-30—6. 


THE  NURSES'  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHINA. 


in  1909,  a  group  of  Seven  or  eight  missionary 
nurses  met  together  on  a  mountain  resort  in 
Central  China  and  discussed  what  they  could  do  to 
forward  the  work  of  the  nursing  profession  in 
China.  Out  of  that  little  gathering  has  grown 
the  present  well-known  Nurses'  Association  of 
China,  which  has  accomplished  great  things  in 
many  directions  in  China. 

All  questions  regarding  salaries.  Status,  examina- 
tions, etc.,  are  decided  by  this  Association  for  the 
whole  of  this  vast  country.  It  gives  a  much 
sought-after  nursing  diploma,  also  a  midwifery 
diploma  equal  to  the  British  C.M.B.  There  are 
at  present  more  than  three  hundred  American  and 
European  trained  nurses  engaged  in  medical 
missionary  work  in  China,  the  majority  of  these 
are  training  Chinese  Nurses  along  the  lines  of 
Western  training  schools.  The  standard  de- 
manded of  these  native  nurses  is  just  as  high  as 
that  of  Europeans,  and  the  examination  is  much 
harder  in  many  cases.  Year  by  year  the  number 
of  young  Chinese  nurses  who  gain  this  certificate 
increases,  thus  proving  their  ability  to  do  the 
work.  In  the  middle  of  January,  1922,  this 
Association  held  a  conference  in  Hankow,  Central 
China,  and  about  130  nurses  met  together  from 
thirteen  provinces  of  China.  There  were  about 
seventy  or  eighty  American  nurses,  ten  or  twenty 
British  nurses,  a  sprinkling  of  Swedish  and 
Norwegian  nurses,  and  about  twenty  Chinese 
nurses. 


March  25,   1922 


XTbc  3Brltt0b  3ournal  of  'Wureinfl 


189 


Six  Chinese  nurses  came  from  far  Canton  in  the 
South,  six  from  Peking  in  the  North.  The 
Governor  of  the  Canton  Province  helped  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  journey  of  the  six  delegates 
from  that  province. 

The  proceedings  were  opened  by  a  Reception 
in  a  Church  Hall  which  had  been  lent  for  the 
Conference. 

The  address  of  welcome  was  given  by  Miss 
Booth,  a  nurse  from  Birmingham,  who  has  worked 
for  many  years  in  the  city  of  Hankow.  The 
President  of  the  Conference  is  an  American  nurse. 
Matron  of  a  large  hospital  in  North  China,  the 
Vice-President  is  a  British  nurse  who  was  trained 
at  the  London  Hospital.  The  opening  devotional 
meeting  of  the  Conference  was  conducted  by  the 
Bishop  of  Hankow.  The  meetings  afterwards 
were  mainly  devoted  to  business.  Almost  every- 
thing to  do  with  the  training  of  nurses  and  the 
running  of  hospitals  was  discussed,  making  the 
meetings  of  thrilhng  interest  to  those  present. 

It  was  a  great  inspiration  particularly  to  lonely 
up-country  matrons  and  nurses. 

Several  steps  forward  were  taken  by  this 
Conference,  the  estabUshing  and  granting  of  an 
operative  midwifery  certificate  after  a  second 
year  of  midwifery  training  being  one. 

In  this  country  of  indescribable  sickness  and 
suffering  amongst  the  masses,  with  an  appalling 
dearth  of  medical  workers,  it  is  imperative  that 
Something  be  done  to  lessen  the  incredible  per- 
centage of  infant  mortality,  also  the  percentage  of 
deaths  amongst  young  mothers. 

So  that  the  estabUshing  of  a  separate  operative 
midwifery  course  for  trained  nurses,  who  have  also 
the  normal  midwifery  certificate  is  a  great  step 
forward,  welcomed  by  all  who  yearn  to  see  some 
alleviation  for  the  Sufferings  of  the  people. 

A  full-time  paid  Secretary  for  the  Association 
was  also  appointed  for  the  first  time.  One  part 
of  her  duty  will  be  to  inspect  all  the  registered 
training  schools  during  the  next  two  years,  a 
task  which  will  involve  months  of  hard  travelling 
over  amazing  distances.  The  hospitals  are  separ- 
ated by  hundreds  of  miles  from  each  other. 

One  meeting  of  the  Conference  was  conducted 
in  the  Mandarin  language.  The  body  of  the 
hall  was  full  of  Chinese  probationers  and  nurses. 
At  the  conclusion  the  Military  Governor  (who  is 
virtually  King  of  the  Province),  also  the  Civil 
Governor,  with  one  of  the  Consuls,  came  to  greet 
the  Conference.  The  Governor  made  a  speech  in 
which  he  spoke  of  the  honour  of  having  the  nurses 
in  Conference  in  Hankow,  the  importance  with 
which  he  regarded  the  work  of  the  nursing  pro- 
fession, and  expressed  his  wilhngness  to  help 
in  any  way  he  could.  This  visit  was  a  great 
encouragement  to  the  missionary  nurses  present, 
proving  how  far  we  have  advanced  beyond  the 
early  days  of  medical  missionary  work,  when 
nursing  work  was  considered  only  fit  for  cooUes. 

Gladys  E.  Stephenson. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 


The  Wooley  Sanatorium,  Northumberland  County 
Ciuncil,  near  Hexham,  Northumberland. — Miss  £. 
Mackenzie  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Southwark  Infirmary,  East  Dulwich, 
and  has  been  Staff  Nurse  at  the  Ear  and  Throat 
Hospital,  Gray's  Inn  Road,  Ward  Sister,  Monsall 
Fever  Hospital,  Manchester,  also  at  Firvale  Hospital, 
Sheffield,  Night  Superintendent  at  the  Tolworth 
Isolation  Hospital,  Surbiton,  and  Belvidere  Hospital, 
Glasgow,  Home  Sister,  City  Sanatorium,  Birmingham, 
and  City  Hospital,  Newcastle,  and  Matron,  Wounded 
Allies  ReUef  Hospital,  Kragiejevatz,  Serbia,  and  of 
Lynwood  Convalescent  Hospital  for  Ex-Service  Men, 
Newcastle. 

Miss  Mackenzie  holds  the  Serbian  Cross  of  Mercy, 
the  Order  of  St.  Sava,  Class  V,  the  British  War  and 
Victory  Medals,  also  the  Medal  awarded  by  the  Tyne- 
side  Garrison  for  services  rendered  locally.  A  galaxy 
of  Orders  and  Medals  of  which  she  has  every  right 
to  be  proud — as  recognition  of  arduous  work  for  King 
and  Country. 

Lynwood  Convalescent  Hostel  for  Ex-Service  Men, 
Jesmond  Park,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Miss  K.  V.  Balshaw 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Wigan,  and  has  been  Staff  Nurse 
at  Townley's  Military  Hospital,  Sister  at  the  City 
Hospital,  Walkergate,  Newcastle,  and  for  the  past 
year  Sister  at  the  Lynwood  Convalescent  Hostel, 
Newcastle. 

ASSISTANT    MATRON. 

Horton   Mental   Hospital    (L.C.C.),  Epsom.— Miss  A. 

Allan  has  been  appointed  Assistant  Matron.  She 
was  trained  at  the  London  County  Council  Mental 
Hospital,  Bexley,  and  at  the  City  of  Westminster 
Infirmary,  Fulham  Road.  She  at  present  holds  the 
position  of  Assistant  Matron  at  the  Nottingham  City 
Mental  Hospital.  She  holds  the  Certificate  of  the 
Medico- Psychological  Association,  and  of  the  Brompton 
Hospital  for  Consumption,  and  is  a  Certified  Midwife. 

SISTER. 

Lynwood  Convalescent  Hostel  for  Ex-Service  Men, 
Newcastle. — Miss  Hepple  has  been  appointed  Sister. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

QUEEN    ALEXANDRA'S    MILITARY    NURSING 
SERVICE   FOR   INDIA. 

The  following  ladies  have  been  appointed  to  Queen 
Alexandra's  MiUtary  Nursing  Service  for  India  in 
the  grade  of  Staff  Nurse  (Temporary)  : — -Miss  P.  A. 
Bishop,  Miss  D.  Dalton,  Miss  J.  E.  T.  Montgomery, 
Miss  R.  E.  Morrison. 

QUEEN    VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE      INSTITUTE. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 

Miss  Florence  E.  Underhill  is  appointed  to  Northants, 
as  Assistant  County  Superintendent ;  Miss  Annie  L. 
BaUey,  to  Hanley ;  Miss  Lellen  Butler,  to  St.  Hilda's, 
East  Leeds ;  Miss  Hilda  W.  Goadby,  to  Enfield  ; 
Miss  Beatrice  Haidon,  to  Chapel  End  ;  Miss  Agnes  M. 
Harris,  to  Three  Towns  ;  Miss  Edith  B.  Kelley,  to 
Brigg  ;  Miss  Ellen  E.  Lacey,  to  Hanley  ;  Miss  EUen  L. 
Lewis,  to  Long  Buckb'y  ;  Miss  Constance  M.  Macey, 
to  Woolwich ;  Miss  Fanny  E.  Pike,  to  Tettenhall ; 
Miss  Dorothy  Provis,  to  Worsborough  Dale. 
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ROYAL  BRITISH  NURSES' ASSOCIATION. 

On  Saturday,  March.  25th,  at  8.15  p.m.,  Mr. 
Herbert  Paterson,  C.B.E.,  F.R.C.S.,  is  to  give  an 
informal  talk  on  "  Things  a  Nurse  Should  Know." 
We  have  not  heard  precisely  what  subjects  are  to 
be  discussed  but  they  are  to  be  such  as  to  provide 
the  nurse  with  a  good  deal  of  useful  knowledge 
which  does  not  come  into  the  ordinary  hospital 
curriculum.  We  expect  quite  an  entertaining  and 
profitable  evening  on  the  25th. 

SICK  MEN    MURDERED   IN    HOSPITAL 
WARDS. 

We  do  not  care  what  their  politics  may  be,  but 
masked  men  who  visit  hospital  wards  and  murder 
sick  men  in  their  beds  should  hang  as  high  as 
Haman,   and   that   Soon. 

Whilst  the  nurses  were  at  supper,  four  masked 
men  entered  St.  Bride's  Home — a  private  hospital 
in  Galway — riddled  two  sergeants  with  bullets, 
and  wounded  a  constable  in  four  places. 

Three  masked  men  also  entered  the  workhouse 
hospital  and  shot  dead  a  farmer  who  had  been 
employed  as  an  official  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board. 

No   arrests   were   made. 


MISS  JENTIE   PATERSON  AT  THE 
ANTIPODES. 

Miss  Jentie  Paterson  is  thoroughly  enjoying  her 
visit  to  the  Antipodes,  and  is  having  a  most 
dehghtful  visit  and  instructive  time ;  but  was 
not  too  busy  after  reading  her  copy  of  the  B.J.N. 
to  cable  the  Minister  of  Health  :  ' '  Register  useless 
unless  Certificates  included.  Is  profession  to  be 
sacrificed  for  St.  Thomas'  Hospital.  Paterson, 
Certificated  Guys."  It  is  such  prompt  action 
which  carries  conviction.  Miss  Paterson  will  by 
now  have  learned  that  the  Minister  has  signed  the 
Schedule  making  this  right  secure  ;  at  least  for 
the  moment— with  Rules  approved  one  day  and 
squandered  by  collusion  the  next — there  is  at 
present  under  the  G.N.C.  no  security  what- 
ever for  nurses  who  register  under  its  authority. 
The  Kaiser  was  not  in  it  with  "  scraps  of  paper  " 
in  competition  with  our  irresponsible  autocrats — 
here  to-day  a,nd  gone  to-tnorrow  ! 

But  to  return  to  Miss  Paterson's  interesting 
letter.  She  writes  : — "  1  met  Miss  Gretta  Lyons  in 
Melbourne.  She  is  a  very  strong  supporter  of  Dr. 
Truby  King,  and  on  the  Committee  for  Welfare 
Centres  here  on  his  lines  in  Melbourne.  (He 
opened  the  first  Truby  King  Centre  at  Coburg 
during  his  lecture  tour  in  Australia  in  1919,  and 
the  report  a  year  later  was  that  infant  mortality 
was  greatly  reduced,  quite  the  lowest  of  Melbourne 
districts,  falling  from  13*43  to  9"75). 

Dr.  King  had  written  her  of  my  arrival  at 
Melbourne,  so  she  sent  down  to  the  boat  to  meet 
me.  We  knew  one  another  through  the  Journal, 
the  doctor  had  arranged  a  Royal  welcome  for  me 
in  Australia,  and  many  of  her  personal  friends 


were  asjied,  to  meet  me  and  show  me  round.  And 
although  in  the  middle  of  the  Summer  Christmas 
hohdays  Dr.  King  travelled  up  from  the  South 
Island  to  meet  me  on  the  quay  at  Wellington  ;  also 
Miss  Pattrick,  the  New  Zealand  Matron  I  trained 
under  at  Earl's  Court. 

"  In  N.Z.  the  Plunket  Society  (Dr.  King  founder 
and  medical  director)  is  stated  to  have  reduced 
the  death-rate  from  80  to  40  per  thousand.  There 
is  an  obvious  opening  for  a  similar  decrease  in  the 
infantile  death-rate  in  Melbourne. 

"  The  Royal  Society  for  the  Welfare  of  Mother- 
hood in  New  South  Wales  has  opened  a  hospital 
and  training  school  in  Sydney  similar  to  Karitane 
hospitals  in  N.Z.,  after  which  the  school  in  London 
is  also  fashioned.  The  M.O.  in  charge  was  sent 
over  here,  and  the  Matron,  daughter  of  Sir  William 
McMillan,  Sydney,  who  served  with  the  Australian 
Army  Nurse  Force  during  the  war,  trained  in 
Dr.  King's  methods  at  Earl's  Court  prior  to  leaving 
England.  She  became  temporary  Matron  at  the 
original  Karitane  Hospital  in  Dunedin,  and  then 
assumed  the  Matronship  of  the  newly-opened 
hospital  in  Sydney. 

*  *  * 

"  Just  had  an  enjoyable  and  instructive  trip 
over  part  of  the  W.  and  N.W.  of  South  Island. 
I  joined  Miss  Pattrick,  Director  of  the  Plunket 
Nurses,  on  her  visiting  tour  to  the  nurses.  The 
word  inspections  could  not  be  used,  as  the  "  calls  " 
were  for  mutual  help  and  information.  We  left 
Christchurch,  took  train  to  Otera,  where  we  should 
have  driven  over  the  high  pass,  but  owing  to  a  big 
landslip  we  had  to  travel  five  miles  through  the 
half-finished  railway  tunnel  in  contractor's  trucks  ! 
It  was  an  experience.  Magnificent  scenery, 
towering  snowclad  mountains.  The  weather  is 
not  what  I  expected  in  N.Z.  The  people  who 
keep  Saying  Dr.  Truby  King's  work  is  all  very 
well  in  N.Z.  with  its  climatic  conditions  should 
come  out  and  sample  it  !  At  Westport  we  put 
up  at  the  same  hotel  as  Miss  Maclean,  Matron-in- 
Chief  of  N.Z.  Nursing,  and  when  Miss  Pattrick 
spoke  to  Westport  mothers  on  the  objects  of  the 
R.N.Z.S.  for  health  of  women  and  children,  and 
the  right  and  wrong  ways  to  rear  children.  Miss 
Maclean  was  present,  so  also  was  Miss  Dunsford, 
Matron  of  Westport  Hospital,  a  charmingly- 
situated  well-equipped  place.  The  following  day 
I  said  it  was  the  nursing  world  on  wheels,  because 
I  motored  over  the  most  gorgeous  country  and 
through  the  Buller  gorge  with  Miss  Pattrick  on 
one  side  and  Miss  Maclean  on  the  other.  Did  ever 
a  visiting  nurse  have  Such  opportunities  ?  " 

Miss  Paterson  was  to  have  returned  home  this 
spring,  but  we  hear  from  Miss  Gretta  Lyons  that 
Dr.  Truby  King's  book,  with  which  she  is  helping, 
is  to  be  published  in  six  months'  time,  and  there  is 
a  contemplated  tour  of  the  Dominions,  Australia 
and  South  Africa,  and  she  will  accompany  Dr. 
King. 

We  are  all  for  the  "  great  adventure  "  for  the 
young,  and  have  quite  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
what  is  wrong  with  our  training  schools  is  that 
they  are  controlled  by  untra veiled  minds. 
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When  time  is  of   value 


SOLOID 


BRAND 


Antiseptics 

provide  the  means  of  making  fresh  anti- 
septic solutions  of  precise  strength  and 
uniform  activity  with  the  minimum  of 
trouble.  No  weighing  necessary.  Solu- 
tions made  in  a  moment. 


EXAMPLE:— 

'  Soloid'  Corrosive  Sublimate,  gr.  8 "7 5 
1  in  one  pint  of  water  =  1  :  1000  solution 

'Soloid'    Antiseptics   include   suitable    strengths 
of  all  regularly-used  agents. 

Burroughs    Wellcome    &    Co.,    London 

COPVR IG  HT 


SIMPLY    ADD 

THE     PRODUCT 

TO    THE 

REQUIRED 

AMOUNT    OF 

WATER 


The  Registered 
Nurses'  Society 

431,   OXFORD 

LONDON,  W.  I 


Telegraphic  Address    "SOROR:  LONDON. 


Telephone  No.  5138 


The  Society  has  been  in  existence  for  twenty-seven 
years  and  only  accepts  on  its  staff  Nurses  who 
have  had  at  least  three  years'  training  in  a  good 
general  Hospital,  and  who  are  registered  by  the 
General   Nursing    Council  for  England  and   Wales. 
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BOOK  OF   THE   WEEK. 


SEARCH. 


A  trag'ic  story  enough !  Briefly,  it  tells  of  a 
man  married  to  a  beautiful  girl,  though  girl  does 
not  fully  convey  to  the  mind  the  austere,  virginal, 
aloof  personality  that  called  herself  the  wile  of 
Jim  Stonehouse.  Alice,  the  "instinctive  spinster," 
regarded  the  male  sex,  including  her  husband, 
with  a  faint  disgust ;  and  the  man,  ten  years  her 
senior,  who  worshipped  her  physical  beauty,  might 
have  perhaps  found  contentment  by  her  side  had 
she  not  consistently  repelled  him  by  her  serene 
coldness.  Jim  Stonehouse  had  not  brought  to  his 
wife  his  first  love.  There  had  been  a  tragic  affair 
with  the  young,  unhappy  wife  of  his  neighbour, 
Harry  Clowes,  five  years  before — the  horror  of 
her  removal  to  a  mental  hospital  and  her  subse- 
quent death  there. 

The  incident  had  left  Jim  sore  and  bruised,  and 
Alice  was  not  the  woman  to  bring  him  healing 
even  after  those  long  years  had  elapsed.  The 
memory  of  Betty  Clowes  was  always  an  unhealed 
place  in  his  mind. 

He  tried  to  unburden  his  conscience  to  Alice  in 
the  early  days  of  their  engagement. 

"  You're  not  a  baby,  Alice;  you  must  learn  to 
face  facts.  ...  I  have  loved  someone  before  you. 
I  have  been  what  you  would  call  bad.  You  must 
understand  this  and  forgive  me  before  I  can  let 
you  marry  me." 

She  tells  him  with  distaste  that  she  does  not 
wish  to  know  all  the  horrible  things  he  had  done, 
and  turned  the  conversation  to  carpets  and  cur- 
tains and  suchlike  things,  hoping  their  colours 
would  not  clash. 

Looking  at  the  long  oval  of  her  face,  her  bright 
lashed  eyes,  the  restored  animation  of  her  whole 
aspect,  Jim,  with  rather  a  weighted  heart,  replied, 
"1  hope  nothing  will  clash;  I  leave  it  in  your 
hands."  The  allegory  of  his  remark  was  too 
obscure  for  her. 

It  was  Sophy,  Alice's  little  sister,  that  healed 
the  old  ache  in  Jim's  heart,  but,  alas !  only  by 
creating  another  more  cruel  and  enduring.  "  He 
did  not  pause  to  analyse  the  enjoyment  he  himself 
drew  from  that  young  companionship.  He  sup- 
posed vaguely  that,  sisterless,  she  filled  an  un- 
recognised void,  with  a  completeness  extraordi- 
narily satisfying,  in  spite  of  the  disparity  of  age. 

She  was  at  that  period  ten  years  old.  He  loved 
to  watch  her  small  face  controlling  the  transports 
of  her  receptive  soul. 

He  recognised  in  his  own  soul  a  flame  of  desire 
for  the  transplanting  of  Sophy's  nature  to  the 
body  of  her  si«ter.  Alice's  dear  face  and  Sophy's 
heart.  .  .  .  What  a  woman  might  be  made  of  such 
a  blend.  At  seventeen  Sophy  left  school  and  came 
home  to  live  with  her  father,  Mr.  Channing,  close 
at  hand. 

Her  old  childish  adoration  for  her  brother-in-law 

*  By  Margaret  Rivers  Jarminie.  Chatto  & 
Windus. 


had    not   diminished   during    her   school    years    in 
Germany, 

"  Those  golden  brown  eyes  of  hers  (when  he 
met  her  by  the  train)  had  at  once  their  old  special 
smile  for  him  as  he  drew  near,  and  his  uneasiness 
occasioned  by  the  fear  that  she  might  be  some- 
what a  stranger  to  him,  faded  in  the  dear  fami- 
liarity of  her  regained  fondness,  which  was  like 
an  aura  stretching  out  before  him. 

There  was  nothing  gross  in  the  unfolding  of 
Jim's  love  for  the  girl,  which  he  did  his  best  to 
keep  in  its  proper  relationship,  but  his  heart, 
starved  by  his  wife,  responded  hungrily  to  the 
innocent  devotion  of  his  young  sister-in-law.  It 
was  not  until  later  that  Sophy  learned  whither 
they  were  both  drifting. 

The  closing  chapters  of  this  ;book  are  written 
with  force  and  power,  and  with  strong  appeal  to 
the  emotions. 

Sophy  had  decided  to  make  Tod  happy  by  be- 
coming his  wife  before  he  went  to  the  Front,  and 
on  the  day  of  their  marriage  Alice  died  in  giving 
birth  to  her  second  child. 

We  presume  that  the  culminating  point  of  this 
tragedy  is  intended  to  be  that  Alice's  death  came 
just  too  late  to  remove  the  barrier  between  Jim 
and  Sophy,  but  in  our  opinion  the  barrier  was  an 
insurmountab'e  one.  We  greatly  ad;mire  Jim  for 
his  self-restraint  and  loyalty  to  his  wife,  and 
though  we  feel  intense  sympathy  for  both  him  and 
Sophy,  we  are  glad  that  the  denouement  is  as  it 
is.  leaving  us  to  resp>ect  them  both. 

On  the  day  of  Alice's  funeral,  sitting  alone,  he 
thought  of  his  little  daughter  sleeping  untroubled 
upstairs,  and  his  heart  grew  dimly  warm  at  the 
prospect  of  undivided  ownership  of  that  young 
thing. 

In  his  lonely  soliloquy  he  says  "  that  greatly  to 
desire  anything  and  find  that  it  exists  is  better 
than  all  the  possessing.  .  .  .  All  my  life  I've 
w^anted  what  in  your  heart  you've  given  me.  I 
have  you  safe  and  can't  ever  lose  you,"  meaning, 
of  course,  Sophy. 

There  are  other  interesting  personalities  in  the 
story.  Jim's  homely  old  father  and  mother  and 
fussy,  irritable  Mr.  Channing  are  studies  in  con- 
trast. The  literary  style  of  this  author  is  of  a 
high  order.  H.  H. 

COIMINO     EVFNTS. 

March  25th. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association's 
Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  Informal  Talk. 
"  Things  a  Nurse  Should  Know,"  by  Mr.  Herbert 
Paterson,  C.B.E.,  F.R.C.S.     8.15  p.m. 

March  ^ist. — Professional  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses.  Annual  General  Meeting,  "  Plane  Tree," 
106,  Great  Russell  Street,  W.C.i.  Admission  by 
1922  Membership  card.     5.30  p.m. 

April  4th  to  jth. — Nursing  and  Midwifery 
Exhibition  and  Conference.  11  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 
Royal  Horticultural  Hall,  S.W.i 

April  22nd. — The  Lady  Mayoress  (Lady  Bad- 
deley)  "  At  Home,"  to  meet  the  Past  and  Present 
Nurses  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  The 
Mansion  House,  London.     Music  4  to  6  p.m. 


March  25,   192^ 


Zbt  StitM  ^ouriml  of  Tluretno^ 


193 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subpcts  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

FLATTENED    OUT. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — I  read  the  splendid  report  of 
the  Protest  Meeting  convened  by  the  Registered 
Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council,  and  was  heartily 
in  accord  with  all  the  Resolutions  and  speeches — 
especially  with  that  of  our  dear  Miss  Breay, 
most  gentle  and  valiant  of  nurses,  in  her  detesta- 
tion of  "  secret  attacks  "  as  "  dangerous,  treach- 
erous, cruel  and  un-British,"  and  in  her  demand 
that  it  is  high  time  every  penny  of  that  eighteen 
thousand  guineas  taken  from  nurses  for  State 
Registration  by  the  College  of  Nursing  Ltd. 
was  "  disgorged  "   and  returned  to  them. 

And  this  leads  me  to  express  amazement  at  the 
ethical  standards  which  apparently  guided  the  four 
or  five  College  nurses  present  who  voted  against 
the  Resolutions  at  the  Meeting.  It  is  not  possible 
that  they  could  reaUse  what  they  approved,  in 
voting  against  the  principles  incorporated  in  the 
Resolutions^,  unless  they  were  merely  inspired  by 
party  feeling. 

What  they  really  voted  for  in  voting  against 
the  Resolutions  was  : — 

1.  For  depriving  some  30,000  nurses  of  the 
record  of  their  certificates  of  proficiency  against 
their  names  on  the  State  Register  in  sympathy 
with  the  votes  of  MiSs  Cox-Davies,  Dr.  Goodall, 
Miss  Dowbiggin,  and  Miss  Peterkin.  and  also 
pubUcly  advocated  by  Miss  Lloyd-Still  and  Miss 
Sparshot. 

2.  In  support  of  neglect  of  their  duties  by 
members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  ten 
weeks — thus  wasting  valuable  time  and  the 
nurses'  money. 

3.  For  the  method  of  "  poison  gas  "  and  stabs 
in  the  back — practically  secret  defamation  of 
a  colleague's  character. 

4.  For  depriving  the  General  Nursing  Council 
of  authority  to  perform  its  duty  to  the  profession, 
and  accepting  the  responsibility  for  the  errors  of  a 
paid  official  by  constituting  the  Registrar  a  Dic- 
tator in  compiling  the  Register. 

5.  For  the  dissolution  of  Committees  in  order 
to  remove  from  office  those  members  of  the 
Council  who  protest  against  the  indefensible 
policy  of  the  ladies  of  title,  parsons,  doctors  and 
matrons^  and  who  will  not  submit  without  protest 
to  this  betrayal  of  trust. 

After  having  been  "  flattened  out  "  in  hospital 
for  three  or  four  years  nurses  have  not  an  ounce 
of  courage  or  conscience  left  ! 

At  least  it  would  seem  so — if  the  attitude  of 
the  College  members  who   attended  the  Meeting 


on    February    17th,    is    typical    of    their    20,000 
colleagues. 

Believe  me,  dear  Madam, 

Yours  sincerely, 
Mary  Burr,  Registered  Nurse. 
East  View,  Lydd,  Kent. 

THE  "SPECIAL  SCHEME"  FOR  THE  DIRECT 

REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  NURSES  ON  THE 

GENERAL    NURSINQ   COUNCIL. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — I  have  carefully  scanned  the 
proposed  representation  of  Nurses  on  the  future 
Council,  and  I  think  General  Hospital  Matrons 
are  in  excess.  If  six  seats  are  allotted  to  past 
and  present  Matrons,  why  not  two  for  General 
Hospitals,  one  for  Poor  Law  Infirmaries,  one  for 
the  Matron  of  a  Fever  Hospital,  one  for  the 
Matron  of  a  Children's  Hospital,  and  one  for  the 
Matron  of  a  Mental  Hospital  ?  It  seems  fairer. 
Otherwise,  unless  elected  by  nurses  on  the  Supple- 
mentary Registers  there  will  be  no  Matron  of  a 
Fever  Cliildren's  or  Mental  Hospital  on  the  Council. 
From  what  I  can  gather  of  the  feelings  of  the  free 
nurses  they  are  so  angry  with  the  present  group 
of  College  Matrons  on  the  Council,  that  they  would 
prefer  to  have  none  on  the  future  Council  at  all. 
On  the  other  hand,  many  matrons,  especially 
those  in  M.A.B.  Hospitals,  are  our  very  good 
friends,  and  we  should  much  regret  to  lose  the 
services  of  a  woman  like  Miss  Villiers,  who  has 
stood  fearlessly  for  the  interests  of  the  nurses 
throughout  her  term  of  office. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Sister  Fever  Hospital. 

[Since  receiving  this  lette  ■  Miss  VilUers  has  been 
eliminated  from  the  Education  Committee  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council,  leaving  the  Fever 
Nurses  with  no  expert  upon  it. — Ed.1 

KERNELS    FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Work  Appreciated. 
Miss  Louie  Thompson,  Tamboers  Kloof  Nursing 
Home,  Cape  Town. — "  I  have  received  my  Regis- 
tration Certificate  and  am  very  pleased  with  it. 
I  fully  appreciate  the  way  in  which  you  have 
worked  to  get  this  position  for  Trained  Nurses. 
Please  accept  my  very  grateful  thanks  for  all  you 
have  so  kindly  done  for  us." 

REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Tlie  Editor  thanks  Miss  K.  EckerSley,  Miss 
Nora  Saunders,  Miss  M.  Lowe  and  Miss  T.  Green, 
for  kind  expressions  of  appreciation  of  B.J.N. 
when  sending  their  subscriptions.  "  I  appreciate 
our  Professional  Journal  and  all  it  stands  for," 
writes  Miss  Eckersley. 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

April  1st. — Describe  the  nursing  of  a  patient 
who  has  been  operated  on  for  carcinoma  of  the 
rectum. 

April  8th. — Detail  the  nursing  of  a  patient 
suffering  from  a  fractured  pelvis.  What  complica- 
tions must  be  looked  for,  and,  if  present,  reported 
to  the  surfjeon  ? 
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THE  MIDWIFE'S  RESPONSIBILITIES. 


One  of  the  chief  distinctions  between  a  profession 
and  a  trade  is  that,  beyond  the  carrying  out  of 
skilled  work  for  payment  received,  the  members 
of  a  profession  realise  that  by  reason  of  that  mem- 
bership they  have  public  duties  which  are  not  to 
be  estimated  in  terms  of  pounds,  shillings  and 
pence. 

Regarded  from  this  point  of  view,  midwifery 
may  certainly  claim  to  be  a  profession,  for  the 
best  type  of  midwife  realises,  and  endeavours  to 
discharge,  public  responsibilities  of  a  highly 
important  character. 

The  physical  care  of  the  mother  before,  during, 
and  after  parturition,  and  also  of  the  infant, 
is  part  of  the  recognised  duty  of  the  midwife  as 
a  public  health  servant,  or  in  private  practice ; 
but  the  conscientious  midwife  does  not  consider 
that  her  duty  ends  there.  Most  women,  during 
the  time  they  are  in  a  midwife's  care  are  particu- 
larly amenable  to  advice,  and  the  pains  taken  in 
studying  the  patient — lier  point  of  view,  her 
special  needs,  and  then  in  giving  her  the  necessary 
guidance — is  work  which,  while  not  strictly  in  the 
bond,  is  of  the  greatest  public  utility,  and  fre- 
quently bears  fruit  of  the  utmost  importance. 

That  is  in  the  legitimate  practice  of  her  profes- 
sion in  the  pursuit  of  which  many  a  midwife 
finds  a  satisfjdng  life's  work,  and  consequently 
happiness. 

The  Destruction  versus  The  Saving  of  Life  ' 

But  there  is  another  direction  in  which 
the  influence  of  a  midwife  can  be  potently 
exerted  for  good.  The  frequency  of  criminal 
abortion  oh  the  part  of  women  who  have  "  got 
into  trouble,"  or  who  do  not  desire  that  the 
children  they  have  conceived  should  come  to  full 
term,  is  well  known.  And  to  midwives,  as  well  as 
to  members  of  the  medical  profession,  overtures 
are  made  to  apply  their  professional  skill  for  the 
purpose  of  the  destruction  instead  of  the  preserva- 
tion and  saving  of  life. 

The  midwife  will,  of  course,  at  once  repudiate 
any  connection  with  such  criminal  practices ; 
but  more  than  that,  those  who  thus  come  to  her 
are  by  no  means  always  radically  bad,  but  women 
■ — often  young  girls — in  sore  trouble,  distracted 
with  the  result  of  wrong  doing  and  fearful  of  its 
consequences,  the  burden  of  which  they  have  not 
sufficient  moral  courage  to  shoulder.  There  is 
the  midwife's  opportunity  to  point  out  that  two 
wrongs  do  not  make  a  right.  Nor  should  she  stop 
there ;  any  amount  of  care  and  trouble  will  be  well 
spent  if  she  can  help  a  woman  at  her  first  lapse, 
so  that  she  becomes  once  again  a  useful  member 
of  society,  instead  of  sinking  down — as  can  be 
done  with  such  fatal  facility^ — into  the  abandoned 
and  criminal  classes,  earning  her  bread  iji  shame, 


and  becoming  a  temptress  to  others  and  a'menace 
to  the  youth  of  the  country. 

To  what  better  end  can  a  midwife  turn  her 
professional  knowledge  and  influence,  or  discharge 
her  responsibilities  as  a  member  of  a  profession, 
than  by  raising  moral  standards,  and  throwing 
all  the  weight  of  her  considerable  influence  in 
the  struggle  against  criminal  abortion  and  prostitu- 
tion } 

A  Perpetual  Open  Sore  in  the  Body  Corporate 
OF  the  Nation. 

On  Monday  last  the  Lord  Mayor  presided  at  a 
meeting  at  the  Mansion  House  in  aid  of  the  London 
Diocesan  Council  for  Rescue  Work,  which  he  said 
had  primarily  its  religious  and  spiritual  side,  but 
was  also  a  work  of  great  civic  and  national  impor- 
tance. The  existence  of  the  social  evils  which 
rescue  work  was  out  to  combat  was  a  perpetual 
open  sore  in  the  body  corporate  of  the  nation. 
The  association  aimed  at  saving  from  a  life  of 
shame,  and  from  conditions  which  made  them  a 
danger  to  the  community,  women  and  girls 
who,  but  for  the  help  offered  them  through  the 
Society,  must  inevitably  sink  lower  and  lower  into 
the  depths.  It  also  aimed  at  saving  for  Society  the 
children  of  unmarried  mothers,  who  were  terribly 
handicapped  in  the  race  for  life.  Very  large  sums 
were  already  raised  and  expended,  and  the  Ministry 
of  Health  has  given  generous  grants  in  aid,  but 
much  wider  interest  and  support  were  necessary 
it  these  evils  were  to  be  adequately  coped  with. 

The  Bishop  of  London  said  the  Association  was 
out  to  help  the  large  number  of  girls  brought  into 
London  year  after  year  on  a  promise  of  marriage 
and  seduced,  and  then  deserted  by  their  lovers. 
They  were  not  abandoned  creatures  at  all,  but 
mostly  young  girls  whose  lovers  had  tired  of  them, 
broken  their  promise  to  marry  them,  and  flung 
them  on  to  the  London  streets.  They  saw  them 
dying  in  rows  in  the  London  Lock  Hospital,  year 
after  year — dying  in  agony,  few  of  them  over 
26  years  of  age. 

The  Bishop  of  Kensington  said  notwithstanding 
the  immense  benefit  of  the  work  of  the  Diocesan 
Council  to  the  public,  they  were  completely  unable 
to  get  people  to  take  an  interest  in  rescue  work, 
with  the  result  that  the  Council  was  starving  for 
money.  It  was  a  disgusting  subject  according  to 
the  ordinary  man,  and  he  wanted  to  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it.  The  Bishop  shocked  the  consciences 
of  his  audience  when  he  spoke  of  children  between 
the  ages  of  4  and  13  who  were  the  victims  of  the 
male  parent,  and  said  that  112  of  such  had  passed 
through  the  rescue  workers'  hands  in  a  year.  It 
was  not  economy  to  take  money  from  this  work. 

Again,  to  what  better  use  could  a  midwife  put 
her  professional  influence  than  to  help  on  the 
work  of  such  a  Society  as  the  Diocesan  Conference 
for  Rescue  Work  ? 
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EDITORIAL. 


CHIEF     NURSE. 

So  kind,  so  duteous,  diligent, 

So  tender,  over  his  occasions,  true, 

So  feat. 

Shakespeare. 

Several  times  of  late  our  post  bag"  has  con- 
tained letters  which  have  made  us  realise  the 
lasting"  influence  which  a  g-ood  Matron  exercises 
over  the  probationers  who  pass  through  the 
Nurse^Training"  School  of  which  she  is  the 
head,  an  influence  which  is  felt  not  only  by 
those  upon  whom  it  is  directly  exercised,  but 
through  them  upon  succeeding-  generations  of 
nurses. 

Here  is  a  sample  of  our  letters  : — ' '  I  'm  glad 
I  went  to  Bart.'s  in  1908.  I  can  still  see  Miss 
Isla  Stewart  as  she  addressed  us  junior  nurses ; 
she  did  make  one  feel  nursing*  was  the  grandest 
profession  in  the  world  !  *  Always  remember 
you  are  women,  always  remember  you  are 
nurses.'  " 
•  No  better  definition  of  what  a  Matron  should 
be  has  ever  been  g-iven  than  that  by  Miss 
Florence  Nightingale,  who  has  laid  down  that 
the  Matron  should  herself  be  "  the  best  nurse 
in  the  hospital,  the  example  and  leader  of  her 
nurses  in  all  that  she  wishes  her  nurses  to  be, 
in  all  that  training  is  to  make  her  nurses." 

And  when  we  wish  to  find  out  what  are  the 
qualities  which  every  nurse  should  possess,  and 
which  should  be  exhibited  pre-eminently  by  the 
Matron  or  Chief  Nurse,  we  turn  for  guidance 
to  the  same  authority,  who  tells  us  :  "A  really 
good  nurse  must  needs  be  of  the  highest  class 
of  character.  It  need  hardly  be  said  that  she 
must  be  (i)  chaste  in  the  sense  of  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount :  a  good  nurse  should  be  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount  in  hers?lf ;  (2)  sober  in 
spirit ;  (3)  honest ;  (4)  truthful ;  (5)  trustworthy  ; 


(6)  punctual  to  a  second,  and  orderly  to  a  hair ; 

(7)  quiet  yet  quick,  quick  without  hurry,  gentle 
without  slowness,  discreet  without  self-im- 
portance, no  gossip;  (8)  cheerful,  hopeful; 
(9)  cleanly  to  the  point  of  exquisiteness,  neat 
and  ready ;  (10)  thinkings  of  her  patient  and  n(>t 
of  herself,  *  tender  over  his  occasions  or  wants., 
cheerful  and  kindly,  patient,  ingenious  and 
feat.'  " 

That  is  what  Miss  Nig'htingale  expected 
every  nurse  to  be  as  a  matter  of  course,  and 
from  the  Matron  or  Chief  Nurse  she  expected 
a  particularly  perfect  demonstration  which 
would  be  a  model  to  her  subordinates. 

On  more  than  one  visit  to  America  we  have 
been  particularly  struck  with  the  aptness  of  the 
American  Matrons  in  fulfillingf  Miss  Nig^htin- 
gale's  ideal  of  their  position  as  Chief  Nurses. 
The  discipline  in  the  hospitals  is  not  one  whit 
less  effective  than  in  our  own,  but  the  distance 
between  the  Matron  and  the  nurse  is  much  less. 
The  former  frankly  realises  and  accepts  her 
position  as  Chief  Nurse  and,  while  possessed 
of  a  strong  professional  pride,  fulfils  Miss 
Nig-htingale's  ideal  of  being  "  without  self- 
importance."  There  are  Matrons  in  this 
country  also — we  number  many  amongst 
our  personal  friends — who  in  their  conception 
of  the  duties  of  their  office,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  discharg"e  them,  strive  to  fulfil  Miss 
Nigfhtingale's  ideal ;  but  the  general  tendency 
is  to  maintain  much  more  personal  state  than 
is  the  case  with  our  American  colleagues. 

Of  this  we  are  sure,  that  for  Matrons  to 
regard  themselves  as  a  superior  class  apart  is 
wrong-  in  spirit  and  in  practice.  They  can  best 
demonstrate  their  rig-ht  of  place  by  coming 
freely  into  contact  with  other  nurses,  and 
proving,  by  comparison,  their  special  fitness  for 
their  responsible  duties. 
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THE    BIOLOGICAL    ACTION 
OF  SUNLIGHT. 


The  most  priceless  thing-g  in  the  world  are, 
by  nature's  plan,  free  to  all.  Fresh  air,  pure 
water,  and  sunlig-ht.  But  our  modern  civilisa- 
tion tends  to  deprive  all  but  the  wealthy  of 
fresh  air  and  sunlight,  and  to  make  a  plentiful 
supply  of  pure  water  extremely  difficult  of 
access,  with  the  result  that  our  sunless,  airless 
slums  and  crowded  tenements  are  the  breeding- 
places  of  tuberculosis,  which  is  essentially  orie 
of  the  diseases  of  darkness.  We  are  in  entire 
agreement  with  the  Medical  Correspondent  oi 
the  Observer,  who,  in  a  most  interesting 
article,  entitled  "  Sunlight  against  Death," 
writes  that  "the  restoration  of  sunlight  to  our 
malurbanised  millions,  now  mostly  bleached, 
blackened,  and  blighted  in  slums  and  smoke, 
is  the  next  great  task  of  hygiene  in  our 
country." 

In  1913  we  drew  attention  to  the  marvellous 
effects  of  the  sun  cure  of  tuberculosis  as  prac- 
tised by  Dr.  RoUier  at  Leysin,  and  we  have 
also  frequently  referred  to  the  successful  woik 
in  the  treatment  of  various  forms  of  tuber- 
culosis carried  on  at  Lord  Mayor  Treloar's 
Hospital  at  Alton,  and  now  also  at  Hayling 
Island,  under  the  highly  expert  and  sym- 
pathetic direction  of  Sir  Henry  Gauvain. 

Our  contemporary  points  out,  in  this  rela- 
tion, that  "the  facts  are  indisputable,  and 
of  the  highest  importance,  but  no  one  can 
explain  them,  and  it  is  clear  that  the  funda- 
mental physiology  of  the  subject  has  not  been 
explored.  Empirical  results  of  such  a  kind  as 
these  are  admirable  enough,  in  all  conscience ; 
but  to  elucidate  the  biological  principles  on 
which  they  depend  would  certainly  enable  us 
to  extend  the  powers  of  hygiene  and  thera- 
peutics incalculably. ' ' 

We  therefore  welcome  the  announcement 
that  the  Medical  Research  Council  has  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  guide  it  upon  re- 
searches into  the  biological  action  of  sunligl^t 
and  other  forms  of  light  in  relation  to  human 
health  and  disease,  with  Professor  W.  M. 
Bayliss,  of  University  College,  as  chairman. 
"  At  this  moment  the  most  wonderful  cures 
of  desperate  disease  anywhere  recorded  are 
being  regularly  obtained  wherever  the  sun 
cure  is  practised,  and  no  one  knows  the 
alphabet  of  their  modus  operandi." 

The  Influence  of  Light  on  Nutrition. 
Another  astonishing  fact  recently  brought  to 
light  by  Dr.  A.  F,  Hess  and  his  fellow- 
workers  at  Columbia  University,  New  York, 
and  embodied  in  a  series  of  papers  to  which 
our  contemporary   refers,    is  the   influence   of 


light  on  nutrition.     Its  Medical  Correspondent 
writes  on  this  subject  :  "  Already  Dr.  Sonne,  of 
the  Finsin  Institute,  Copenhagen,   has  shown 
that  sunlight  can  be,  and  is,  absorbed  by  the 
blood     and     made    available    as    heat     in     a 
curiously  specific  manner,  due  to  the  fact  that 
unique  absorptive  affinity  exists  between  blood 
and  sunlight.     But  the  American  workers  have 
found  that  sunlight  is  more  definitely  still  the 
equivalent  of  food.      By  a  long  series  of  ex- 
periments  upon    the  lower   animals,    and   ob- 
servations on  human  infants,  they  have  shown 
that  sunlight  can  prevent  or  cure  rickets,  even 
when  the  diet  is  such  as  otherwise  invariably 
produces  the  disease.     We  are  not  to  say  that 
'fat-soluble    vitamin    A,'     accepted    by    our 
Medical  Research  Council  as  the  anti-rachitic 
factor,   is  unworthy  of  attention,  but  we  are 
to  recognise  that,  even  in  its  absence,  sunlight 
will    have    an    efficient    and    equivalent    anti- 
rachitic   action,    and    that,    in    darkness,    an 
abundance    of    vitamin    A    may    not    prevent 
rickets.      Further,  these  authors  can  indicate 
a    measurable    equivalence    between     certain 
doses  of   sunlight  and  certain  doses  of  cod- 
liver  oil  in  their  influence  on  nutrition;  and^ 
for  the  first  time,   they  have  demonstrated  a 
chemical     (as    distinguished    from    a    merely 
calorific  or  heating)  action  of  sunligh*:  on  the 
blood,  in  terms  of  the  blood  content  of  phos- 
phorus, which  is  most  markedly  increased  by 
sunlight.     These  discoveries  are  of  the  most 
fascinating     kind,     from     the     standpoint    of 
science;  they  are  of  the  most  important  kind, 
from  the  standpoint  of  applied  poiblic  health ; 
and  they  furnish  an  entirely  new  warrant  for 
my  inclusion  of  rickets,  in  these  columns  two 
years   ago,    in   my   category   of    '  diseases   of 
darkness.'  " 

Another  offence  against  modern  hygiene  and 
therapeutics,  against  which  the  Smoke  Abate- 
ment Society  is  striving,  is  the  coal  smoke 
curse.  The  Minister  of  Health  recently  re- 
ceived a  deputation  on  the  subject,  and  was 
"  evidently  in  instructed  sympathy  with  the 
objects  of  the  deputation.  But  Sir  Alfred 
Mond  did  not  promise  to  draft  a  Bill  nor  to 
adopt  the  Bill  of  the  Coal  Smoke  Abatement 
Society,  which  is  to  be  congratulated  on  its 
responsibility  for  the  deputation.  The  deputa- 
tion were  sent  away  with  expressions  of  sym- 
pathy, but  without  promise  of  help.  Mean- 
while," says  the  Medical  Correspondent  of  the 
Observer,  "  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  the 
prince  of  the  powers  of  darkness,  remains  a 
costly  and  tragic  farce  in  this  country;^  a 
mixture  of  blindness  and  cruelty  about  which 
words  too  mordant  and  too  bitter  could  not  be 
used." 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  begs  to  thank  her 
numerous  friends  for  their  kind  and  indig-nant 
letters.  As  new  Rule  43  (2)  was  proposed  by 
Miss  Coulton  for  the  special  purpose  of  making 
it  possible  to  remove  her  from  the  Chair  of  the 
Reg"istration  Committee,  and  this  has  now 
been  done,  Mrs. 
Fenwick  will 
make  a  Statement 
to  an  open  meet- 
ing- on  April  8th, 
at  5  p.m.,  at  the 
Medical  Society's 
Rooms,  II, 
Chandos  Street, 
Cavendish 
Square,  as  she  is 
of  opinion  that 
the  whole  truth 
should  be  made 
public  in  connec- 
tion with  this 
matter. 


Lady  Baddeley, 
the  L  a  d  }• 
Mayoress  of  Lon- 
don, a  member 
of  the  Leagaie 
of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital 
Nurses,  has  an 
"  At  Home  "  on 
April  22nd,  from 
4  to  6,  at  the 
Mansion  House, 
E.C.,  to  meet 
Past  and  Present 
Nurses,  of  St. 
B  a  r  t  h  olomew's 
Hospital.  This 

will  be  quite  a 
unique  function 
in  the  Nursing 
World,  as  it  is 
very  improbable 
that  a  Graduate 
Nurse     will     ever 

a^ain  reign  at  the  Mansion  House  of  the  City 
of  London. 


MISS     L.     L.     DOCK. 


Miss  Lavinia  L.  Dock,  one  of  the  "  Early 
Leaders  of  American  Nursing-,"  who,  throug-h 
the  International  Council  of  Nurses  belong-s 
not  only  to  America  but  to  the  whole  Nursing 
World,  is  one  of  the  gfreatest  gfeniuses,  whose 


many  and  versatile  g-ifts  have  been  poured  out 
without  measure  in  its  service.  After  twenty 
years  of  wonderful,  inspiring-,  and  most  suc- 
cessful work  as  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Inter- 
national Council,  Miss  Dock  is  resigfningf  this 
position,  and  thoug-h  many  gfood  women  and 
true  will  no  doubt  succeed  her,  those  who  have 
watched   the  upbuilding-  of   the  Council   from 

its  small  begin- 
ning's know  that 
no  one  can  ever 
take  the  very 
special  place 
which  is  hers 
alone  both  in  the 
fabric  of  the 
Council  and  in 
the  affectionate 
admiration  of  its 
members.  W  e 
who  know  her  as 
an  intensely 
human,  lovable, 
and  most  inspir- 
ing" writer  and 
speaker  in  several 
langiiagfes,  do  not 
all  know  her  as 
"  a  painter  with 
charming"  skill, 
and  a  pianist  of 
much  ability. " 
But  we  know  heir 
as  a  loyal,  straig-ht 
and  fearless 
friend,  and  the 
g-reatest  little 
woman  in  the 
nursing  profes- 
sion. 

A  Public  Meet- 
ing- convened  by 
the  Society  for 
the  Suppression 
of  the  Opium 
Trade  will  be  held 
at  the  Central 
Hall,  Westmin- 
ster, on  April  5th, 
at  5  p.m.  Sir 
Matthew  Dodsworth  will  preside,  and  Miss 
EUen  La  Motte,  of  New  York,  will,  v^dth 
others,  address  the  Meeting-.  We  want 
B.J.N,  readers  to  interest  themselves  in  this 
crusade,  because  our  country  is  a  great 
offender  in  the  traffic  of  this  drug,  which 
in  various  forms  is  ruining"  thousands  of 
lives   annually.      We   are   proud   that    it   is   a 
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graduate  nurse  who  is  playing  the  part  of 
Peter  the  Hermit  in  this  our  century,  and  hope 
her  colleagues  in  Europe  will  rang^e  themselves 
under  her  banner.  Few  of  us  can  have  failed  to 
come  in  touch  with  the  "dope"  tragedy,  and 
to  realise  its  demoralising  horrors. 

The  Programme  of  the  Conference  which  is 
being-  held  next  week  in  connection  with  the 
Nursing  and  Midwifery  Exhibition  at  the  Royal 
Horticultural  Hall,  Westminster,  S.W.,  will  be 
found  on  the  back  pagfe  of  the  cover  of  this 
Journal.  The  first  session  of  the  Conference 
will  be  held  on  April  4th,  at  8  p.m.,  and  the 
last  at  the  same  time  on  April  7th. 


The  new  Nurses'  Home,  attached  to  the 
General  Hospital,  Nottingham,  "Erected  by 
Public  Subscription  as  a  Memorial  to  the  Noble 
Men  and  Women  of  the  City  and  County  who 
fell  in  the  Great  War,"  is  rapidly  nearing 
completion.  As  the  present  equipment  of  the 
nurses'  quarters  will  be  insiufficient  for  the  new 
Home,  a  bazaar  is  to  be  held  at  the  hospital 
on  November  ist,  2nd,  and  4th,  in  aid  of  the 
furnishings  of  the  Home.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
stalls  will  be  very  representative  of  the  widely 
spread  districts  whence  patients  are  treated  in 
the  hospital.  Entertainments  of  various  kinds 
have  been  promisied,  and  the  Sisters  and 
Nurses  have  already  made  excellent  headway 
with  the  provision  for  their  own  stalls. 

The  Matron  (Miss  H.  M.  Kendall)  feels  that 
former  members  of  the  Nursing  Staff,  who  are 
now  working  elsewhere,  may  like  to  give  some 
help  to  their  old  hospital ;  she  would  be  very 
pleased  to  answer  any  inquiries  on  the  subject, 
and  to  receive  any  donations  in  money  or  kind. 

The  General  Hospital,  Nottingfham,  is 
situated  on  a  lovely  site — rigfht  up  on  the  top 
of  the  hill,  close  to  where  the  Castle  (now  a 
museum)  stands  overlooking-  the  g-reen  valley 
of  the  Trent.  Since  we  lived  opposite  as  a 
nurse  pupil  at  the  Children's  Hospital  in  1878 
wonderful  progress  and  improvements  have 
been  effected  at  the  "  General,"  and  it  is  now 
one  of  the  finest  hospitals  in  the  provinces, 
with  one  of  the  leading-  Nurse  Training 
Schools  attached.  We  are  greatly  pleased  to 
know  that  the  new  Nurses'  Home  is  nearing 
completion,  and  in  memory  of  many  happy 
hours  spent  with  the  kind  Matron  of  our  day, 
and  "  Sister  Clendon,"  who  remembered  us 
in  her  will — leaving  us  her  signed  Nightingale 
copy  of  "  Notes  on  Nursing  " — ^we  shall  hope 
to  be  permitted  to  send  some  little  gift  to  the 
present  Matron,  for  sale  at  the  Bazaar. 


The  Committee  of  the  General  Hospital, 
Birmingham,  in  their  Annual  Report  for  1921, 
just  issued,  acquaint  the  Governors  that  "  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and 
Wales,  appointed  under  the  Nurses'  Registra- 
tion Act  of  1919,  has,  during  the  past  year, 
issued  a  Syllabus  of  Training,  which,  after 
considerable  criticism  by  the  Board  of  this 
Hospital  and  of  most  others,  has  now  been 
adopted,  with  certain  modifications." 

The  General  Hospital,  Birmingham,  is  a 
very  fine  training  school,  offering  a  wide 
variety  of  experience,  and,  we  are  of  opinion, 
will  afford  the  necessary  facilities  for  teaching 
the  subjects  laid  down  in  the  Syllabus  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council. 

The  Report  also  records  the  appointment  of 
Sister  P.  M.  Lodge  as  Tutor  Sister,  in  succes- 
sion to  Sister  D.  M.  Davis. 

The  Gold  Medal  for  the  year  1921,  and  Mr. 
Beckwith  Whitehouse's  prize  for  the  nurse 
who  passes  first  in  the  Gynaecological  Exami- 
nation, were  both  awarded  to  Nurse  G.  I. 
Marshall.  

The  trial  at  Mons  is  now  proceeding  of 
Armand  Jeannes,  who  is  charged  with  having 
denounced  to  the  Germans  during  the  war  a 
number  of  Allied  intelligence  organizations, 
including  that  to  which  Miss  Edith  Cavell  was 
attached. 

Jeannes  is  33  years  old,  and  was,  before  the 
war,  a  commercial  traveller.  It  is  alleged  that 
he  was  in  the  pay  of  the  German  police 
throughout  the  war,  and  was  employed  at 
Ghent,  Mons,  Maubeuge,  Brussels,  Lidge, 
Charleroi,  and  Namur.  ♦ 

His  counsel  read  a  written  defence  drawn 
up  by  Jeannes  himself,  but  before  doing  so 
declared  that  he  took  no  responsibility  for 
what  the  document  contained.  He  defended 
himself  energetically,  and  denied  having  par- 
ticipated in  any  of  the  arrests  enumerated  in 
the  charge,  and  particularly  in  that  of  Nurse 
Cavell.       The  trial  may  last  three  weeks. 


Miss  Alice  Fitzgerald,  who  was  sent  to 
Europe  in  191 5  as  the  Edith  Cavell  Nurse, 
later  serving  as  the  representative  of  the 
Nursing  Service  on  the  American  Red  Cross 
Commission  to  Europe,  from  which  she  went 
to  the  League  of  Red  Cross  Societies  as 
Director  of  Nursing  Service,  has  now  accepted 
an  appointment  in  the  Philippines.  Miss  Fitz- 
gerald's special  mission  will  be  the  study  of 
schools  of  nursing  in  the  islands  with  a  view 
to  introducing  courses  in  public  health  nursing 
and  the  establishment,  under  Government  aus- 
pices, of  public  health  nursing. 
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INTERNATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  NURSES. 

We  regret  to  learn  from  Copenhagen  that  the 
Danish  Council  of  Nurses  do  not  propose  to  admit 
fraternal  delegates  to  the  Meetings  of  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Nurses  to  be  held  May  24th- 
27th.  The  Council  has  issued  invitations  to  four 
Ofi&cial  Delegates  from  each  country  affiliated,  to  be 
its  official  guests  for  the  three  days  of  the  Meeting. 
The  following  ladies  have  been  invited  to  represent 
the  National  Council  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  : 
Miss  H.  L.  Pearse,  Superintendent  London  County 
Council  School  Nurses ;  Miss  Beatrice  Cutler, 
Hon.  Secretary  National  Council ;  Miss  Kathleen 
A.  Smith,  R.R.C.,  Matron,  London  Temperance 
Hospital ;  and  Miss  M.  Steuart  Donaldson, 
Matron,  Royal  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  nominated 
by  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary  Nurses'  League. 

The  following  are  the  two  routes  recommended, 
with  approximate  cost.  Presumably  all  four 
delegates  will  wish  to  travel  together  : — 

Via  Esbjerg. 

Route  I. — Leave  Liverpool  Street  3.20  p.m. 
Leave  Harwich  6  p.m.  Arrive  Esbjerg  7  following 
evening.  Arrive  Copenhagen  8.15  a.m.  next 
morning.  Smgk  fare,  £7  i8s.  lod.  First-class 
train  and  boat. 

Via  Folkestone  and  Flushing. 

Route  2% — Leave  Victoria  8  p.m.  Arrive  at 
Hamburg  10.24  P-ni.  following  day.  Leave 
Hamburg  8.40  a.m.  Arrive  Copenhagen  7  p.m. 
Single  fare,  £^  19s.,  second  class. 


THE  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE    FOR  THE 
STATE    REGISTRATION    OF    NURSES. 

A  Meeting  of  the  Central  Committee  for  the 
State  Registration  of  Nurses  will  be  held,  by  kind 
permission  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  429,  Strand,  W.C,  on  Saturday, 
April  1st,  at  2.30  p.m.  It  is  hoped  the  delegates 
of  each  constituent  Society  will  endeavour  to  be 
•      present.  ■• 

PENALISED  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GENERAL 

NURSING  COUNCIL  TO  PUBLICLY 

STATE   THEIR    CASE. 

The  Regpistered  Nurses'  Parliamentary  Cour- 
cil,  in  co-operation  with  other  Nurses'  Orgfani- 
sations,  which  form  the  Central  Committee 
mentioned  in  the  Nurses'  Reg^istration  Act,  will 
hold  a  Meeting:  at  11,  Chandos  Street, 
Cavendish  Square,  London,  W.,  on  Saturday, 
April  8th,  at  5  p.m. 

Councillor  Beatrice  Kent  will  preside. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  and  other  members 
of  the  General  Nursing-  Council  for  Engfland 
and  Wales  will  present  Statements  to  the 
members  of  the  conjoint  Societies,  which  re- 
commended them  to  the  former  Minister  of 
Health  for  nomination  on  to  the  General 
Nursing-  Council  for  England  and  Wales. 


Such  action  will  be  taken  as  the  Meeting 
shall  think  fit. 

Only  members  of  the  constituent  Societies 
will  be  eligfible  to  vote,  i.e.,  the  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association,  the  Matrons'  Council  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  Registered 
Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council,  the  Fever 
Nurses'  Association,  and  the  National  Union 
of  Trained  Nurses. 

The  Professional  Union  of  Trained  Nurses, 
which  was  invited  by  the  Minister  of  Health 
to  recommend  for  nomination  to  the  General 
Nursing-  Council,  will,  through  Miss  Maude 
MacCallum,  present  a  Statement  and  be  asso- 
ciated for  voting  purposes  with  the  other 
Nurses'  Organisations. 

The  Meeting  will  be  open  to  the  public  and 
the  press.  •» 

THE   GLASGOW   ROYAL   INFIRMARY 
NURSES'    LEAGUE. 

We  are  officially  informed  that  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary 
Nurses'  League,  held  on  Tuesday,  March  21st, 
Miss  Steuart  Donaldson,  Matron  of  the  Infirmary, 
and  Miss  Marjory  McGilUvray  were  appointed  as 
delegates  of  the  League  on  the  National  Council 
of  Trained  Nurses. 

The  Committee  was  much  gratified  to  learn  that 
Miss  Donaldson  Avill  act  as  one  of  the  official 
delegates  of  the  National  Council  of  Trained 
Nurses  at  the  Meeting  of  the  International  Council 
of  Nurses  at  Copenhagen  in  May. 

Important  Business. 
A  Meeting  has  been  called  for  Tuesday,  April  4th, 
1922,  at  8  p.m.,  in  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary  of 
all  Members  of  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary 
Nurses'  League.  This  meeting  has  very  important 
business  to  lay  before  the  members  and  anyone 
trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary  and  interested  in 
the  movement  is  urgently  invited  to  be  present. 

Notice. 
An  Entertainment  consisting  of  Drama-tic  and 
Musical  Items  will  take  place  in  the  Theatre  of  the 
Pathological  Department,  Glasgow  Royal  In- 
firmary, on  Tuesday,  May  2nd,  at  7.45  p.m.,  in  aid 
of  the  funds  of  the  Nurses'  Sports  Club. 
QTickets,  price  2s.  6d.  and  is.  each,  can  be 
ootained  from  the  Matron  or  any  of  the  Members 
of  the  Nursing  Staff  Tennis  Club  Committee  at  the 
Infirmary.  ,, 

TRUE  TALE  WITH  A  MORAL. 

At  a  Women's  Meeting. 

Nurse  to  Policewoman  :  "  I  see  you  have  enlisted 
the  sympathy  in  the  House  of  our  Major  Bamett." 

Policewoman  to  Nurse :  "  Yes,  it  is  indeed 
refreshing  to  have  the  support  of  so  chivalrous  a 
man." 

Nurse  to  Policewoman  :  "  Our  pet  name  for 
him  is  Major  Bayard  !  " 

Very  descriptive  indeed. 
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THIS  SUPPLEMENT  BEING  THE  OFFICIAL  ORGAN  OF  THE  CORPORATION. 


LECTURE. 


MENTAL    NURSING   ALONG    THE    LINES  OF 

SUGGESTION    AND    CONSTRUCTIVE 

THOUGHT. 

By  Miss  A.  E,  Macdonald. 

Miss  Macaulay,  O.B.E.,  R.R.C,  Matron  of  the 
Kent  County  Mental  Hospital,  presided  at  the 
Lecture  given  by  Miss  A.  E.  Macdonald  on  the 
above  subject  on  Saturday,  the  nth  ult.  Miss 
Macaulay  referred  to  the  importance  of  the 
lecture,  and  said  how  great  was  the  pleasure 
which  it  gave  her  to  take  the  Chair  on  that 
afternoon. 

Miss  Macdonald,  after  a  few  introductory 
remarks,  spoke  first  of  the  mental  invalid  and  his 
needs.  She  said  "  Man  is  a  threefold  entity  ; 
made  up  of  body,  soul,  and  spirit,  or  body,  mind 
and  spirit ;  and  the  most  advanced  thought  of 
to-day  teaches  that  these  three  are  co-related 
so  closely  that  they  affect  each  other  in  health 
and  disease.  In  other  words  the  mental  health 
affects  the  body,  and  the  physical  health  affects 
the  mind  ;  and  both  are  dominated  by  the  Spirit. 
Therefore  we  approach  the  subject  with  reverence. 
The  mental  invalid  is  perhaps  the  most  pathetic 
figure  on  God's  fair  earth  ;  his  very  helplessness 
and  entire  dependence  upon  those  about  him 
appeals  to  the  finest  and  most  chivalrous  instincts 
we  possess.  Yet,  his  is,  withal,  a  comphcated  and 
contradictory  study.  He  lives  in  a  world  of  his 
own  ;  and  in  many  of  his  seeming  incoherencies, 
there  is  wisdom. 

"  Psycho- Analysis  and  Psycho-Therapy  teach 
that  in  the  sub-conscious  mind  are  stored,  not 
only  the  tragedies  and  disappointments  of  life, 
but  also  the  '  Shppery  Stones  '  of  our  ancestry  ; 
and  there  are  other  causes  besides  (here  the  lecturer 
gave  a  hst  of  such  causes).  .  .  .  One  may 
almost  say  that  excess  is  one  of  the  most  fertile 
causes  of  mental  instabihty,  whether  that  excess 
consists  of  too  much  dancing,  or  drink,  too  much 
frivolity,  too  much  speculative  thought,  or  too 
many  religious  meetings.  All  are  alike  harmful. 
.  .  .  Education  is  their  dominant  need.  An 
old  farmer  once  said  '  If  you  want  to  clean  up  a 
bit  of  weedy  ground,  plant  something  in  it." 
So  by  implanting  wholesome  worthy  thoughts, 
unworthy     and     unwholesome     ones     disappear. 


No  use  taking  up  the  chilling  negative  theory 
'  You  must  not  do  this  or  that  because  it  is- 
wrong ' — the  patient  knows  where  he  has  erred 
whether  mentally  or  physically ;  but  if  you  can 
help  him  to  realise  that  in  that  very  mind  which 
has  been  violated  by  excess  is  the  power  to  over- 
come, his  common-sense  will  enable  him  to  rise  tO' 
it.  It  is  all  right  to  assert  '  God  will  help  you ' 
but  far  more  helpful  to  convince  him  of  the  Divine 
power  within  himself.  ...  I  am  bound  to  say 
the  most  difficult  mental  cases  are  those  in  which 
the  prognosis  is  bad  through  Heredity.  .  .  . 
The  nurse  for  a  mental  invalid  should  be  possessed 
of  qualities  to  meet  his  needs  ;  a  cultivated  mind 
and  refined  instincts,  strong  and  practical  sym- 
pathy, accurate  knowledge  and  skill,  and  with 
that  broad  outlook  which  sees  in  every  patient, 
no  matter  how  demented,  the  object  of  tender 
solicitude  and  care.     .     .     . 

"  What  then  do  we  mean  by  Suggestion  Treat-  . 
ment  ?  A  colleague  said  to  me  one  day  :  '  I 
don't  think  there  is  really  much  in  those  methods 
you  advocate.  In  nursing  we  apply  the  remedies 
prescribed  by  the  doctor,  in  faith,  believing  those 
will  be  effective.  Isn't  that  the  essence  of 
Suggestion  Treatment  ?  '  To  which  I  replied  : 
'  What  you  speak  of  is  applied  faith  rather  than 
any  scientific  measure.  Of  course  we  apply  our 
remedies,  hoping,  even  praying,  these  may  be 
effective ;  but  in  Suggestion  we  hold  the  thought 
of  that  ReUef  definitely  and  exclusively  for  a 
given  time.  This  Concentration  of  Thought  (not 
easy  in  itself)  is  calculated  to  produce  a  certain 
effect  upon  the  patient.  In  other  words  :  Your 
thought  reaches  through  his  thought  centres 
and  is  absorbed  there.  Of  course  physical 
invalids  appropriate  the  thoughts  of  those  who 
minister  to  them  at  once  ;  for  thought  is  common 
property.  .  .  .  Suggestion  is  the  regular  and 
systematic  application  of  Constructive  and  Affir- 
mative Thought  to  the  Sub-Conscious  mind  of  the 
invalid.  What  do  we  mean  by  constructive 
thought  ?  Constructive  thought  is  thought  which 
affirms  and  upbuilds.  .  .  .  Let  your  thought 
embody  his  need,  whether  of  body  or  mind  and 
hold  tenaciously  and  it  will  yield  fruit.  In 
suggestive  treatment  the  mental  attitude  of  the 
nurse  should  be  assurance,  confidence,  certainty 
of  success  ;  for  any  hesitation  or  fear  is  at  once 
communicated   to   your   patient   to   his   undoing* 
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^  ,  .  I  knew  of  a  case  which  was  really  hindered 
by  the  mental  attitude  of  the  nurse  ;  in  other 
words  she  was  half-hearted  in  her  work. 

Nursing  by  suggestion  so  trains  the  observation 
that  every  gUmpse  of  returning  normality  is 
noticed,  and  made  a  stepping  stone  to  further 
•effort.  The  process  is  slow,  weeks,  even  months 
may  elapse  without  much  result,  but  all  the  while 
the  patient  is  being  influenced  by  your  thought 
for  him.  Periods  of  concentration  may  be  morning, 
midday  and  night,  three  to  five  minutes  each  time, 
and  that  is  a  long  time  to  hold  one  thought  poised 
in  your  mind  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others.  Of 
course  the  length  of  treatment  will  be  longer, 
according  to  the  patient's  needs.  Concentration 
upon  '  Sleep '  at  bedtime  takes  longer ;  or  on 
"  Rest '  during  the  day.  ...  I  need  scarcely 
say  that  the  patient's  physical  needs  must  always 
have  the  most  careful  attention  ;  morning  bath, 
iplenty  of  fresh  air  continuously,  day  and  night, 
■massage,  exercise  always,  liberal  lavage,  strict 
attention  to  diet,  etc.,  etc.  The  importance 
.and  benefit  of  massage  to  the  mental  invaUd  is 
scarcely  appreciated  as  it  ought  to  be.  Co- 
ordinated with  Suggestion  it  is  invaluable."  (Here 
the  lecturer  described  several  forms  of  massage, 
emphasising  the  importance  of  concentrating 
"the  mind  on  the  results  desired.) 

"  Another  important  factor  is  '  atmosphere.' 
Suggestion  creates  an  atmosphere  in  which  normal 
resolves  and  impulses  can  grow.  It  is  needful, 
too,  to  surround  the  patient  by  quietness,  beauty, 
harmony  and  serenity  ;  to  protect  him,  for  a  time 
at  least,  by  complete  isolation.  His  mind  is  so 
bruised  it  feels  every  jar,  both  in  surroundings 
and  people.  Sometimes  this  is  difficult  in  nursing 
privately ;  but  it  is  usually  overcome  by  tactful 
-explanation.  In  this  connection,  however,  let 
me  say  that  the  patient's  own  home  (all  things 
being  equal)  is  the  best  place  to  nurse  him,  where 
■one  can  get  the  privacy,  concentration  and  atmos- 
phere which  is  not  possible  in  a  busy  nursing  home 
or  hospital.  .  .  .  Does  suggestion  make  men- 
«  tal  nursing  easier  ?  No  !  but  it  makes  it  intensely 
interesting  and  not  the  nebulous  business  we 
often  found  it  in  the  old  days.  Still,  we  must 
.admit,  '  the  road  winds  uphill  all  the  way  ; 
yes  !  to  the  very  end.'  ....  May  I  give 
here  just  a  word  or  two  by  way  of  advice  to  mental 
-or  other  young  nurses  present  to-day.  There  is 
no  better  antidote  to  the  strain  of  nursing  (specially 
nerve  and  mental  cases)  than  to  have  another 
interest  upon  which  you  must  concentrate  your 
whole  attention.  Sevnng  and  knitting  and  fancy 
work  are  all  very  well,  but  even  the  fascinating 
'  jumper  '  is  not  sufficient  to  keep  your  mind  from 
straying  to  your  work.  Reading — the  daily  news- 
papers, a  good  book;  keep  abreast  of  the  times. 
Nurses,  don't  get  stale^ — talk  about  anything 
except  your  work. 

"  And  now,  friends,  my  last  point  gives  the 
keystone  of  the  bridge  across  which  we  travel 
in  all  our  life  and  work,  of  whatever  kind,  viz., 
the  Divinity  controlling  all — whatever  our  con- 
-ceptions  of  the  Divine  in  ourselves  and  in  the 


world  those  view  points  converge  at  some  given 
point :  '  Mankind  comes  to  Me  by  many  paths ; 
and  by  whatsoever  path  he  comes  I  welcome  him— 
for  all  paths  are  Mine.'  We  agreed  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  lecture  that  man  is  a  three-fold  entity, 
and  as  mental  nursing  deals  with  that  part  of 
the  entity  so  nearly  akin  to  spirit,  it  follows, 
does  it  not,  that  our  weapons  should  also  be 
spiritual  ?  I  offer  no  criticism  regarding  other 
methods  of  healing  on  the  material  plane,  but 
would  suggest  to  my  hearers  that  treating  ethical 
ills  by  mere  animal  magnetism  is  illogical.  Deep 
in  the  subconscious  mind  of  the  patient  lie  un- 
tapped sources  of  spiritual  supply  (for  there  is  a 
spiritual  being)  and  the  spiritual  or  ethical  in 
those  who  minister  calls  up  the  Spiritual  in  the 
patient.  As  we  said  already  :  Give  him  back  his 
lost  ideals  ;  re-educate  him  to  realise  that  it  is 
worth  while,  and  you  will  '  iron  out  the  creases 
of  his  soul '  ;  and  the  only  way  I  know  of  to  do 
this  effectually  is  to  put  self  aside  and  let  the 
Divine  work  ;  nor  do  I  know  any  other  way  to 
conserve  our  energies  and  strengthen  us  for  this 
work.  The  constant  strain  would  discourage  the 
stoutest  heart,  unless  somewhere  the  voice  of 
comfort  was  heard  bidding  us  '  be  strong  and  of  a 
good  courage,'  and,  harmonising  with  the  call 
to  service,  was  heard  the  clarion  note  of  victory. 

"  Every  mental  invaUd  is  a  child  of  God  ;  and, 
as  such,  has  a  right  to  his  heritage  ;  and  we  can 
help  him  in  his  quest,  by  enabUng  him  to  see  the 
Divine  in  himself, 

"  There  is  nothing  in  the  world  we  cannot 
achieve  or  become  by  steady,  clear  thought; 
by  brave  action  founded  on  thought,  in  the 
service  of  God  and  man." 


ASSOCIATION    OF     TRAINED     NURSES 
IN    PUBLIC    HEALTH    WORK. 

Lecture. 
To-day  (Saturday,  April  ist),  at  3  p.m.,  Dr- 
Sloan  Chesser  will  lecture  on  Venereal  Disease 
at  194,  Queen's  Gate.  The  subject  is  one  of  the 
greatest  importance  at  the  present  time,  and  we 
trust  that  there  will  be  a  large  attendance  of  nurses. 

DONATIONS. 

Club  Fund. — Miss  C.  Liddiatt,  £6  ;  Miss  C.  A. 
Little,  £1  ;  Miss  M.  I.  Little,  £1  ;  Miss  H.  B. 
Hart,  IDS.  6d.  ;  Mrs.  Wates,  los.  ;  Mrs.  Sherhker 
and  Miss  E.  Mayou,  5s.  ;  Miss  E.  Freear,  2s.  6d. ; 
Miss  B.  McDougall,  is. 

Helena  Benevolent  Fund. — Miss  C.  M.  Eve,  15s.  ; 
Miss  S.  E.  Underbill,  ids.  ;  Misses  E.  CHfford, 
C.  Ford,  N.  Stewart  and  M.  Waters,  5s.  ;  Misses 
E.  A.  Aspinall,  E.  Dickson,  M.  Drakard,  E.  Freear, 
E.  Munson,  L.  Wilson,  2S.  6d. ;  Miss  R.  M.  Steer, 
2s.  ;  Miss  S.  Sulivan,  is.  6d.  ;  Misses  G.  Blomfield, 
A.  Crowsley,  B.  Filley,  E.  Fenning,  E.  Hanrahan, 
A.  James,  C.  Maclean,  B.  McDougall,  F.  Pardey, 
N.  Winter,  M.  Wade,  Mrs.  Holdsworth,  Mrs. 
Lefever,  is. 

Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 
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NURSING  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

THE     NEW     RULES     OF     THE     GENERAL 
NURSINU     COUNCIL. 


In  the  House  of  Cgmmons,  at  11  p.m.  on 
March  22nd,  Major  Barnett  moved  that  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty  praying  that 
two  new  Rules  of  the  General  Nursing  Council, 
Rules  9A  and  43  (2),  may  be  annulled.  We  print 
below  the  official  report  (abridged)  from  the  Par- 
liamentary Debates. 

Major  Barnett  :  I  beg  to  move, 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty 
praying  that  the  Rules  oi  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  W»-les,  laid  before  Parliament  on  the 
6th  day  of  March,  1  22,  in  pursuance  of  Section  a  (  ) 
of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act,  1  1  ,  and  numbered  9a 
and  ^6  (2)  respectively,  may  be  annulled." 
This  arises  under  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act 
passed  at  the  end  of  1919.  .1  want  to  economise 
the  time  of  the  House  as  much  as  possible,  and  I 
am  going  to  take  a  preliminary  point  of  law  which, 
I  think,  the  Minister  of  Health  will  admit  is  fatal 
to  the  two  Rules  to  which  we  are  objecting  this 
evening.  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  makes  that 
concession,  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  and 
my  friends  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  Rules. 
The  Act  of  1919  first  set  up  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  and  the  second  Clause  provided  for  the 
registration  of  the  nurses.  The  third  Clause  pro- 
vided that  the  Council  should  make  Rules  for 
various  purposes,  including  Rules  for  regulating 
the  conditions  of  admission  to  the  Register.  When 
these  Rules  are  made  by  the  General  Nursing 
Council  they  are  submitted  to  the  Minister  of 
Health,  and  if  they  receive  his  approval  they  at 
once,  subject  to  a  memorial  presented  to  His 
Majesty  within  21  days  after  the  Rules  are  laid 
on  the  Table  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  have 
the  force  of  law.  No  one  will  deny  that  it  is  the 
province  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  to  make 
Rules  with  regard  to  the  admission  of  nurses  to 
the  Register.  The  first  Rule  to  which  I  am  taking 
exception  is  Rule  ga,  which  says : 

"  Notwithstanding  anything  in  these  Rules  the  Coun- 
cil may  accept  in  place  of  a  certificate  a  copy  of  a 
certificate  certified  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  a  barrister 
or  a  solicitor  to  be  a  true  copy  thereof,  or  where  the 
applicant  is  a  member  of  any  organised  body  of  nurses 
recognised  for  this  purpose  by  the  Council,  a  declaration 
signed  by  the  Secretary  or  other  responsible  officer  of 
that  body  that  on  the  admission  of  the  applicant  to 
membership  a  certificate  or  a  certified  copy  thereof  was 
produced  and  was  verified  by  that  body." 

I  am  not  going  to  deal  with  the  merits  of  that, 
but  I  am  going  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  subsequent  Section  of  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Act,  Section  6  (3),  which  provides 
that, 

"  In  the  event  of  provision  being  hereafter  made  for 
the  establishment  of  a  register  of  nurses  in  Scotland  or 
Ireland." 

there  shall  be  reciprocity,  as  it  is  very  desirable 
'hat  nurses  registered  in  one  country  shall  be  able 


to  join  the  Register  in  another  country.  The  Sub- 
section goes  on,  therefore  : 

"  The  Council  shall  make  rules  under  this  Act  enabling 
persons  registered  as  nurses  in  Scotland  or  Ireland,  as 
the  case  may  be,  to  obtain  admission  to  the  register 
of  nurses  established  under  this  Act." 

Now  I  ask  particular  attention  to  these  words  : 
"  and  with  a  view  to  securing  a  uniform  standard  of 
qualification  in  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  the 
Council  shall,  before  making  any  rules  under  this  Act 
with  respect  to  the  conditions  of  admission  to  the 
register,  consult  with  any  Nursing  Councils  which  may 
be  established  by  Parliament  for  Scotland  and  Ireland 
respectively." 

That  has  not  been  done.  These  Rules,  which  now 
lie  on  the  Table  of  this  House,  were  not  sub- 
mitted by  my  right  hon.  Friend  to  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  Scotland,  or  to  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  Ireland,  and  that  fact,  by  a 
fortunate  use  of  the  procedure  of  this  House,  I 
was  able  to  elicit  from  my  right  hon.  Friend  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  yesterday.  .  .  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland 
has  asked  that  this  Rule  might  be  withdrawn. 

The  MixiSTF.R  OF  Health  (Sir  Alfred  Mond) : 
When  ? 

Major  Barnett  :  They  asked  the  General  Nurs- 
ing Council  of  England  in  a  letter  which  they 
wrote  to  them  on  the  4th  March,  and  of  which  I 
have  seen  a  copy.  I  am  naturally  anxious  to  save 
the  time  of  the  House,  and  am  not  arguing  the 
merits  of  these  Rules,  though  I  am  prepared  to 
do  so ;  but  I  should  like  at  this  stage,  if  I  may, 
to  ask  my  right  hon.  Friend  whether,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  they  are  plainly  ultra  vires,  and, 
would  be  so  held  by  any  court  in  the  country,  he 
proposes  to  persist  in  them  ?  I  would  ask  him  to 
answer  that  before  I  sit  down. 

Sir  a.  Mond  :  On  a  point  of  Order.  If  I  deal 
with  that  point,  shall  I  be  able  to  deal  with  the 
full  case  later? 

Mr.  Speaker  :  The  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
had  better  move  his  Motion,  so  that  it  may  be 
before  the  House. 

Major  Barnett  :  I  was  endeavouring  to  elicit 
from  my  right  hon.  Friend  a  reply  on  the  point  of 
law,  because  a  discussion  of  the  merits  will 
obviously  take  a  considerable  time.  I  beg  to 
move. 

Mr.  James  Wilson  :  I  beg  to  second  the  Motion. 

Sir  a.  Mond  :  I  will  deal  with  the  legal  point 
first.  This  is,  of  course,  the  greatest  mare's  nest 
that  has  ever  been  produced  in  this  House.  It  is 
not  likely  that  I  should  sanction  Rules  unless  I 
had  legal  advice  as  to  the  competence  of  the  action 
I  was  taking  and  the  powers  which  I  had  under 
the  Act  in  question.  My  legal  adviser,  in  a  written 
opinion,  states  : 

"  There  is  no  doubt  at  all  on  this  point.  Section  6  (3) 
of  the  Act  requires  the  General  Nursing  Council,  with 
a  view  to  securing  a  uniform  standard  of  qualification 
in  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  to  consult  with 
the  Scottish  and   Irish   Nursing  Councils  before  making 
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any  Rules  under  the  Act  with  respect  to  conditions  of 
admission.  It  is  abundantly  plain  that  the  conditions 
of  admission  to  the  register  have  reference  to  the  qualifi- 
cations of  nurses  which  the  Council  may  prescribe.  They 
cannot  refer  to  the  procedure  or  machinery  by  which 
the  names  of  nurses  who  possess  the  necessary  qualifica- 
tions actually  become  inscribed  upon  the  register." 

Rule  9a  has  nothing-  whatever  to  do  with  the 
qualification  of  nurses.  It  is  purely  a  machinery 
Rule,  which  does  no  more  than  prescribe  the 
evidence  which  nurses  are  to  adduce  of  their  quali- 
fications. The  new  rule  neither  raises  nor  lowers 
the  standard  of  qualifications,  which  are  prescribed 
by  other  Rules,  and  remain  precisely  the  same  as 
before  the  new  Rule  was  made.  The  legal  point 
is  absolutely  clear,  and  even  if  it  were  challenged 
I  would  point  out  that  Parliament  never  passed 
an  Act  of  such  an  absurd  nature  as  to  put  the 
English  Nursing  Council,  and  the  Minister  respon- 
sible for  it,  in  the  position  of  being  incapable  of 
carrying  out  the  Act  in  England  except  by  the 
consent  of  the  Scotch  Nursing  Council.  I  have 
consulted  the  Scotch  Nursing  Council  on  several 
occasions,  and  if  the  necessity  arises  I  am  quite 
ready  to  consult  them  again,  but  it  is  a  different 
thing  to  say  you  ought  to  consult  someone  and  to 
say  the  Rule  is  ultra  vires  because  you  have  not 
consulted  them.  The  law  is  clear  on  that  point. 
The  provision  regarding  consultation  is  directory, 
and  if  it  is  not  done  it  does  not  legally  invalidate 
the  Rule.  So  much  for  the  legal  argument.  Now 
I  ought  to  pass  to  the  merits  of  the  case. 

Major  Barnett  :  On  a  p>oint  of  Order,  I  asked 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  give  an  answer  before  I 
concluded  my  remarks  on  the  legal  point  to  save 
the  time  of  the  House,  and  I  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  deal  with  the  merits. 

Mr.  Speaker  :  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
concluded  his  speech  by  moving.  He  cannot  speak 
a  second  time. 

Major  Barnett  :  I  specially  asked  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  to  answer  while  I  was  speaking. 

Mr.  Speaker  :  The  right  hon.  Baronet  could  not 
speak  unCil  there  was  some  question  before  the 
House.  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  to  have  the 
Motion  moved  and  seconded  before  the  Minister 
could  speak. 

Sir  a.  Mond  :  I  thought  that  would  be  the 
position.  I  feel  I  must  deal  with  the  whole  facts 
fully.  This  is  really  a  very  old-standing  squabble, 
which  really  ought  not  to  trouble  the  House.  Any- 
one, who  knows  the  history  of  tbe  story,  knows 
what  a  long  feud  there  was  between  two  different 
nursing  associations,  one  championed  by  the  hon. 
Member  who  is  asking  the  House  to  reject  the 
Rules,  the  other  by  another  body  of  people.  So 
long  did  the  feud  go  on,  that  no  Rules  came  into 
existence  at  all.  My  p>redecessor  in  office  got  a 
Bill  passed,  a  Council  has  been  set  up,  and  I  have 
been  doing  my  best  to  get  it  to  work.  On  the 
Council,  unfortunately,  the  old  feud  has  been  pur- 
sued by  a  very  small  minority,  which  is  now  trying 
to  destroy  the  Rules,  which  I  have  sanctioned  be- 
cause they  are  the  only  way  in   which  nurses  in 


this  country,  numbering  some  50,000,  will  ever  get 
on  the  register  in  their  lifetime.  What  is  the 
{xjsition  in  which  I  have  been  placed?  A  crisis  in 
the  Nursing  Council,  resignation  of  the  chairman, 
resignation  of  16  out  of  21  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. I  have  now  an  able  chairman,  and  I  have 
got  the  bulk  of  the  committee  to  go  back  on  the 
understanding  that  I  would  support  them.  They 
have  introduced  a  Rule.  The  purpose  is  two-fold. 
One  is  that,  instead  of  a  nurse  having  to  send 
her  original  nursing  certificate  to  London  to  be 
certified,  s^he  can  get  a  certified  copy  and  send  it 
up  under  proper  conditions  and  have  it  entered. 
That  is  done  because  we  have  found  from  experi- 
ence that  nurses  have  the  greatest  objection  to  part 
with  their  original  papers.  They  are  afraid  they 
may  get  lost  or  mislaid.  They  are  the  one  vital 
document  in  their  possession,  and  they  would 
sooner  not  be  registered  at  all.  The  second  point 
is  that  there  are  two  big  organisations  which  have 
been  in  existence  for  many  years  before  this  Act 
came  into  force,  the  College  of  Nurses  and  the 
Royal  British  Nursing  Association.  Out  of  50,000 
nurses,  over  19,000  are  registered  in  the  College  of 
Nurses'  Register.  Their  qualification  is  more  severe 
than  the  other.  They  require  three  years'  training 
instead  of  one.  What  are  we  doing  under  these 
Rules?  We  are  enabling  the  Registrar  of  the 
Nursing  Council  to  go  and  examine  copies  of  the 
certificates  of  the  Royal  College  of  Nurses,  who 
have  the  roll,  whenever  an  application  is  made,  to 
satis'fy  himself.  The  same  will  be  done  with  the 
other  nursing  associations.  There  is  no  favour 
shown  to  anybody. 

I  will  tell  the  House  why  I  have  been  anxious 
to  take  this  action,  and  why  it  is  essential  to  speak 
this  evening.  In  the  four  months  since  the  date 
when  the  Register  came  into  existence  in  Novem- 
ber, 3,235  actual  cases  were  received  and  only  984 
were  completed.  Applications  were  coming  in  at  the 
rate  of  800  a  month,  and  less  than  one-third  have 
been  finally  passed  by  the  Council.  The  present 
Council  must,  according  to  the  Act,  come  to  an 
end  not  later  than  the  23rd  November  next.  Out 
of  50,000  nurses  you  have  only  1,500  on  the 
Register,  and  unless  between  now  and  the  23rd 
November  next  you  get  a  large  number  of  quali- 
fied nurses  on  the  Register,  you  will  be  in  the 
absurd  position  of  having  the  Council  for  the  next 
three  years  elected  by  quite  a  small  number  of  the 
50,000  nurses.  Therefore  it  is  important  and  neces- 
sary to  have  a  speeding  up  of  the  machinery  which 
will  put  nurses  on  the  Register  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  That  will  do  away  with  the  meticulous 
and  ridiculous  manner  in  which  this  matter  has 
been  treated  up  to  now.  It  is  impossible  for  the 
Chairman  of  the  Registration  Committee  to  go 
into  long  details  of  every  one  of  these  certificates, 
and  to  start  a  cross-examination  in  every  case.  If 
he  did  so.  many  of  the  nurses  would  be  dead  and 
buried  before  they  got  on  the  Register.  These  are 
the  reasons  why  I  have  sanctioned  this  procedure. 
It  is  machinery.  The  Nursing  Council,  which 
ought  to  understand  its  business,  has  passed  it  by 
a  ma'jority  of  16  to  6.     The  Matrons'  Association 
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of  Great  Britain,  representing  the  Matrons  of  the 
leading  London  and  Provincial  hospitals,  are  en- 
tirely in  favour  of  the  Rules,  and  I  can  only  say 
that  if  the  Rules  were  rejected,  there  would  be  no 
other  course  left  open  for  me  than  to  move  the 
repeal  of  the  Act,  do  away  with  the  Register  alto- 
gether, and  the  whole  thing  would  become  a  farce. 

Mr.  R.  Richardson  :  I  speak  for  neither  of  the 
two  associations  referred  to  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  but  for  the  nurses  who  are  members 
of  a  trade  union,  and  who  are  entirely  opposed  to 
the  action  taken  by  the  Nursing  Council.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  spoken  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  that  Council.  What  we  said  when  the  Bill 
was  in  Committee  upstairs  has  come  to  pass.  We 
said  that  it  would  be  an  unworkable  Council. 
Twenty-one  of  the  people  on  the  Council  belong  to 
the  employing  side,  leaving  five  or  six  for  the  rest 
of  the  Nursing  Profession.  Those  people  for  whom 
the  Act  was  passed,  the  nurses  who  were  to  be 
protected  by  the  Act,  are  left  with  only  four  repre- 
sentatives to  see  that  their  rights  are  protected. 

Sir  a.  Mono  :  Wall  the  hon.  Gentleman  explain 
what  he  means  by  the  employing"  side? 

Mr.  Richardson  :  The  medical  profession  and 
the  matrons. 

Sir  a.  Mond  :  Matrons  are  nurses  as  much  as 
anybody  else. 

Mr.  Richardson  :  I  claim  to  have  had  as  much 
experience  of  municipal  hospital  work  as  most 
p>eople,  and  I  know  the  iron  hand  of  the  matron. 
I  know  that  often  if  a  nurse  claims  to  have  a  soul 
of  her  own  she  has  to  leave  practically  the  next 
day.  She  is  thrown  on  the  street  without  a  penny. 
I  put  my  experience  against  the  advice  offered  to 
the  Minister  of  Health.  The  continuation  of  this 
Council  is  entirely  wrong.  Because  these  p>eople 
did  not  get  all  they  were  insisting  on  being  done 
they  went  on  strike.  I  have  had  something  to  do 
with  strikes  and  lock-outs,  but  this  is  the  very  first 
strike  I  have  ever  known  in  which  the  strikers 
drew  their  pay  while  they  were  on  strike,  and  they 
helped  themselves  to  ;^Soo  during  the  ten  weeks. 
These  are  the  people  who  are  in  power  on  the 
Nurses'  Council.  There  were  no  salaries  deducted. 
These  things  are  hapi>ening,  and  the  nurses  are 
claiming  that  they  have  some  right  to  say  that  the 
money  which  they  are  subscribing  should  be  dis- 
tributed for  the  work  which  they  are  doing  in  an 
efficient  manner. 

Sir  a.  Mond  :  No  members  of  the  Council  get 
any  payment  whatsoever. 

Mr.  Richardson  :  If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  make  inquiries  he  will  find  that  what  I  am 
saying  is  correct,  that  they  were  paid  in  salaries 
to  the  staff  without  the  Council  being  working. 

Sir  a.  Mond  :  The  hon.  Member  said  that  the 
Council  went  on  strike.     That  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  Richardson  :  I  submit  that  that  does  not 
alter  the  position  one  bit  if  there  is  no  work  to  be 
done,  and  the  Act  has  been  annulled  by  their 
sction  and  cannot  be  worked  for  the  staff  inside 


that  office.  Lcl  me  tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  immediately  they  came  back  they  set  about 
driving  the  others  off  every  committee,  and  leaving 
them  with  no  power  whatever.  They  drove  off  one 
committee  a  woman  who  has  had  more  experience 
than  any  other  woman  on  that  Council,  and  put 
on  another  woman  who  would  act  according  to 
their  dictates,  thus  taking  away  the  only  friend  on 
that  committee  which  the  working  nurses  had. 
Again,  they  drove  off  a  committee  a  matron  who 
was  the  only  matron  who  knew  anything  of  the 
training  of  nurses  in  one  important  special  branch, 
and  another  lady  was  put  in  her  place,  and  so  they 
iiave  gone  on.  Some  protection  ought  to  be  given 
to  these  people.  Their  livelihood  depends  on  it. 
This  Act  was  passed  for  the  sake  of  safeguarding 
the  nurses  and  the  general  public.  .  .  Young  women 
who  have  given  three  years  of  their  lives  to  train- 
ing ought  to  have  some  protection.  Therefore  we 
are  claiming  that  this  thing  is  not  on  right  lines, 
and  that  if  justice  is  to  be  done  both  sides  ought 
to  have  sufficient  members  on  the  Council.  They 
might  prevent  a  strike  if  working  nurses  had  a 
sufficient  number  on  the  Council  to  form  a  quorum, 
for  there  would  then  be  no  use  in  these  people 
refusing  to  come  and  act  and  to  get  these  nurses 
on  the  Register  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
so  anxious  should  be  compiled,  with  which  I  am 
in  entire  agreement.  .  .  We  want  these  people  to 
have  a  real  say  in  the  working  out  of  their  own 
salvation.  Surely  the  time  has  passed  when 
women  should  have  to  work  12  hours  a  day  for 
;^"'30  a  year.  It  is  a  shame.  The  very  best  women 
we  have  in  the  country  should  be  able  to  take  up 
the  nursing  pwofession.  It  is  in  some  ways  of 
vastly  more  importance  than  the  medical  profes- 
sion, for  the  nurse  is  continually  with  the  patient, 
and  must  know  what  is  best  to  be  done  at  any 
moment  to  save  human  life. 

Mr.  Lyi,e  :  .  .  The  statement  has  been  made 
that  the  object  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  is 
to  do  some  damage  to  nurses.  My  hon.  Friend 
has  waxed  eloquent  about  the  nurses  managing' 
their  own  affairs,  but  he  has  missed  the  whole 
ix>int.  This  Council  is  only  a  temporary  Council, 
nominated  to  carry  on  until  sufficient  nurses  have 
registered. 

Mr.  Richardson  :  Does  the  hon.  Member  say 
that  the  whole  of  the  registration  is  to  be  done 
before  the  nurses  get  a  Register  at  all  ? 

Mr.  Lyle  :  The  nurses  are  not  registering  as 
had  been  expected.  The  object  of  these  Rules, 
passed  by  a  large  majority  of  the  temporary 
Council  and  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health, 
is  to  enable  nurses  to  register,  and  when  sufficient 
nurses  have  registered  they  can  manage  their  own 
affairs.  It  is  precisely  with  that  object  that  the 
Rules  are  placed  on  the  Table.  Just  now  nurses 
are  not  registering  because  there  is  so  much  diffi- 
culty in  sending  up  their  certificates.  Under  the 
present  scheme  the  certificate  of  a  nurse  has  to  be 
verified  and  to  be  sent  to  the  Registrar.  There  is 
no  question  of  a  nurse  getting  through  without 
proper    qualifications.      The    scheme    is    designed 
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merely  to  enable  a  nurse  more  easily  to  have  her 
certificates  sent  and  approved. 

.  .  1  do  not  want  the  House  to  have  a  wrong 
imipression  as  to  the  merits  of  this  case,  nor  to 
think  that  this  is  merely  a  question  of  a  statement 
on  the  one  side  by  my  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  as 
representing  the  nurses  of  the  whole  of  this 
country,  and  the  Minister  of  Health  and  other 
unscrupulous  people  who  are  trying  to  get  the 
better  of  the  nurses.  I  do  not  want  them  to  think 
that,  because  there  are  other  bodies,  infinitely 
greater  numbers  of  nurses  than  any  of  the  societies 
that  have  been  petitioning  hon.  Members  and  have 
so  successfully  taken  in  some — not  all — of  my 
friends  on  the  Labour  benches.  It  is  by  no  means 
the  unanimous  wish  of  the  nurses  that  these  Rules 
now  lying  on  the  Table  should  not  come  in  as  part 
of  the  law  of  the  Registration  Act.  .  .  My  hon. 
and  gallant  Friend  wants  the  nurses  to  run  their 
own  profession,  and  the  only  way  to  do  that  is  to 
get  on  the  Register  as  soon  as  possible.  They  are 
not  getting  on  it.  There  are  only  1,500  on  the 
Register,  and  the  object  of  these  Rules  is  to  enable 
them  to  get  on  the  Register  without  all  the  for- 
malities they  have  to  go  through  now.  .  . 

Captain  Elliot  :  .  .  The  question  of  law  raised 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Debate  seems  to  have 
received  very  perfunctory  attention  from  the 
Minister  of  Health.  The  Minister  is  a  man  of 
strong  personality,  who  has,  so  far,  received  ver>' 
little  opposition  in  any  of  the  vigorous  steps  which 
he  has  taken  in  remodelling  the  health  services  of 
the  country,  and  he  is,  perhaps,  a  little  inclined  to 
brush  aside  opinions  which  do  not  exactly  coincide 
with  his  own.  It  seems  to  me,  even  if  we  take 
it  on  the  simplest  point  of  all,  that  he  is  availing 
himself  of  a  legal  technicality  to  escape  from  the 
dilemna,  in  which — it  seems  to  me  as  an  ordinary 
layman — he  is  placed  by  the  words  of  the  Act. 
The  words  are  mandatory  : 

"  The  Council  shall,  before  making  any  rules  under 
this  Act  with  respect  to  the  conditions  of  admission  to 
the  register,  consult  with  any  Nursing  Councils  which 
may  be  established  by  Parliament  for  Scotland  and 
Ireland  respectively." 

That  is  with  a  view  to  a  subsequent  establishment 
of  reciprocity.  It  is  all  very  well  for  the  Minister 
to  say  that  the  supplying  of  evidence  is  not  part 
of  the  conditions  of  admission  to  the  Register,  but 
it  is  considered  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  of 
Scotland  as  being  so  germane  to  the  subject  under 
discussion  that  they  say  they  cannot  allow  for 
reciprocity  as  long  as  Rule  9a  is  permitted  to 
stand  on  the  English  Register.  .  .  When  it  says  it 
cannot  give  reciprocity  on  the  conditions  and  the 
Rules  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  I 
submit  to  the  Minister  that  even  though  he  may 
be  in  order,  on  the  technical  legal  question  in- 
volved, he  is  not  so  on  the  broader  question  as 
to  what  was  intended  by  Parliament  when  it 
passed  the  Act.  We  debated  the  question  at  some 
length,  as  I  well  remember,  and  the  general  inten- 
tion was  that  in  order  to  provide  reciprocity 
between   the  Councils   in    England  and    Scotland 


respectively,  these  Councils  should  consult  each 
other  and  make  sure  that  admission  to  the  one 
Register  would,  ipso  facto,  mean  admission,  with 
a  few  technical  changes,  to  the  other  Register. 
...  I  claim  that  the  broad  object  of  this  Section 
of  the  Act  is  not  being  fulfilled  by  the  Rules  at 
l^resent  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  House,  because 
the  prime  governing  consideration,  namely,  that 
the  two  Registers  should  be  similar  and  parallel 
in  all  resipects,  is  not  being  fulfilled.  Therefore  I 
do  beg  of  the  Minister  to  reconsider  the  matter, 
not  from  the  inerely  legal  point  of  view  .  .  but  to 
take  the  broader  view  of  what  was  intended  by 
this  House  when  it  placed  the  Act  on  the  Statute 
Book,  namely,  that  the  Scottish  and  the  English 
Councils  should  consult  with  each  other  before 
passing  Rules  about  the  admission  of  nurses,  so 
that  this  unfortunate  contretemps  which  has 
occurred  might  be  avoided.  The  very  purpose  of 
the  Act  is  being  defeated  by  this  ruling.  .  .  I  do 
claim  that  the  Scottish  nurses  are  very  closely 
concerned  in  this  matter.  The  protest  has  come, 
not  from  any  party  or  one  section  of  nurses  or 
another  section  of  nurses,  but  from  the  body 
legally  set  up  under  an  Act  passed  by  this  House. 
Can  a  protest  of  that  nature  be  brushed  aside  in 
the  perfunctory  manner  in  which  the  Minister  of 
Health  has  attempted  to  dismiss  it?  I  protest 
against  a  reasoned  letter  from  the  Registrar  of  the 
Scottish  Council  being  dismissed  as  a  mare's  nest. 

Sir  a.  Mond  :  I  have  received  no  comanunica- 
tion  whatsoever  from  the  Soottisli  Nursing 
Council, 

Captain  Elliot  :  It  may  be  so.  I  do  think  that 
goes  to  prove  the  fact  that  this  consultation,  which 
was  desired  by  the  House  when  it  passed  this 
parallel  Act,  has  not  been  carried  out.  The  fact 
that  there  is  such  a  protest  is  not  in  dispute. 
Everybody  admits  it.  Many  other  Scottish  Mem- 
bers have  received  protests.  The  very  lack  of  co- 
ordination which  this  Section  in  the  Act  is  in- 
tended to  prevent 

Sir  A.  Moxd  :  It  is  the  fault  of  the  Scottish 
Council. 

Captain  Elliot  :  I  do  claim  that,  in  passing  a 
new  Rule,  the  onus  of  proof  lies  on  the  man  who 
wishes  to  change  the  law.  .  .  I  forget  what  exact 
official  position  the  Minister  holds  on  the  Nursing 
Council,  or  in  relation  to  that  Council,  but  he 
holds  an  official  position  in  virtue  of  his  office,  and 
the  Registrar  of  the  Scottish  Council  has  surely 
acted  very  rightly  in  indicating  the  decision  of 
his  Council  to  the  corresponding  body  in  England. 
At  any  rate,  that  that  dispute  has  arisen  and  that 
that  protest  has  been  communicated  to  the  English 
Council  are  not  in  dispute,  and  we  do  beg  the 
Minister,  at  any  rate,  to  meet  us  in  this  matter, 
or  else,  with  the  greatest  reluctance  in  the  world, 
we  may  be  forced  to  divide  the  House  on  this  very 
important  matter,  because  it  brings  up  the  ques- 
tion of  principle.  I  am  sorry  to  detain  the  House, 
but  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance,  both  to  the 
medical  profession  and  the  nursing  profession,  and 
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I  have  spent  many  years  of  my  life  in  that  service, 
and  have  its  interests  very  keenly  at  heart.  .  .  I  do 
not  wish  to  argue  the  merits  of  the  case,  except  to 
say  that  for  any  State  body  to  accept  entrants  at 
second  hand,  unless  laid  down  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, is  surely  a  rather  unusual  innovation  in  the 
compiling-  of  the  State  Registers,  and  that  any 
Register  which  takes  such  entrants  is  weakening 
its  position  in  the  eyes  of  the  nursing  profession 
and  of  the  public.  Therefore,  I  do  beg  of  the 
Minister  to  reconsider  the  position  which  he  has 
announced  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Spencer  :  I  want  to  lodge  a  protest  against 
the  absence  from  this  House  of  a  legal  representa- 
tive of  the  Government  when  we  are  dealing  with 
an  important  question  in  which  a  legal  issue  is 
raised.  I  distinctly  remember  that,  when  we  were 
dealing  with  this  question  upstairs,  a  very  great 
deal  of  apprehension  was  expressed  with  regard  to 
the  Councils  we  are  discussing  to-night,  and  I  am 
thoroughly  convinced  that,  so  far  as  the  legal 
aspect  of  the  question  is  concerned,  the  legal 
opinion  which  has  been  expressed  by  the  Minister 
who  is  defending  his  action  to-night,  is  an  opinion 
that,  to  put  it  most  mildly  and  moderately,  can  be 
questioned  by  this  House.  I  had  some  previous 
experience  with  regard  to  opinion  which  lias  been 
given  by  the  legal  representative  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  when  questions  have  been  either  before 
this  House  or  Committee.  May  I  give  one  instance 
to  show  how  great  is  the  difference  between  the 
legal  opinion  just  laid  down  by  tbe  Minister  and 
the  actual  practice;  and,  after  all,  the  Minister 
gave  his  legal  decision,  and  then  said  it  could  not 
be  enforced  !  .  .  .  I  want  to  make  this  point,  so  far 
as  the  word  "  sliall  "  is  concerned.  I  understand 
the  fKJsition  of  the  Minister  is  this  :  that  this  word 
"  shall  "  is  purely  an  instruction — that  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  word,  an  instruction  that  the  English 
Council  "  sliall  "  consult,  and  if  they  do  not  con- 
sult, when  the  Minister  has  done  so  and  so. 
it  does  not  invalidate  anything  that  has  been 
done  by  the  Council.  However  he  can  place  such 
an  interpretation  on  the  law  passes  the  compre- 
hension of  the  English  lay  mind. 

I  want  to  say  just  a  word  or  two  in  regard  to 
tlie  position  of  nurses  in  this  country  and  in  Scot- 
land. Nothing  should  be  done  in  this  House  which 
will  make  it  more  difficult  to  interchange,  or  accept 
and  recognise  the  validity  of  registration  and  the 
certificate  on  the  other  side  of  the  border,  or  to 
encourage  a  system  under  which  the  nurses  of  this 
country  may  be  registered,  tlien  perhaps  go  over 
into  Scotland  and  find  that  their  English  registra- 
tion is  not  accepted  as  valid.  If  we  refuse  to  accept 
the  humble  petition  we  are  setting  up  a  state  of 
affairs  in  which  we  are  going  to  have,  not  only  a 
dual  authority,  but  a  dual  form  of  registration,  in 
which  on  one  side  of  the  border  it  will,  and  on  the 
other  side  it  will  not,  be  recognised.  (Hon.  Mem- 
bers :  "Agreed.")  Any  system  of  that  dharacter, 
in  my  opinion,  will  be  most  detrimental  to  the 
nurses  of  the  country. 

Major  Barnett  :  By  leave  of  the  House  T  should 
like  to  make  one  point  in  reply  to  the  right  hon. 


Baronet.  He  says  that  Rule  9a  deals,  not  with 
qualification,  but  with  the  conditions  of  admission 
to  the  Register.  I  agree,  but  according  to  Sec- 
tion 6  (3)  of  the  Act  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales  must  consult  with  the 
Scottish  and  Irish  Councils  before  imaking  Rules 
"  with  respect  to  the  conditions  of  admission  to 
the  Register."  My  right  hon.  Friend  says  that 
qa  is  "merely  a  macninery  Rule."  Surely  the 
question  of  what  evidence  of  nurses'  qualifications 
shall  be  required  is  vital !  There  have  been  cases 
of  nurses  in  this  country  with  forged  certificates 
who  have  carried  on  practice. 

If  the  Scottish  Council  insists  upon  seeing  cer- 
tain certificates,  or  certified  copies  of  them,  is  not 
that  a  material  point  of  admission  to  the  Register. 
The  Scottish  Council  declines  to  accept  hearsay 
evidence,  and  insists  upon  the  production  of  the 
original  training  certificate,  or  at  least  a  certified 
cx>py  of  such  certificate.  A  majority  of  the  English 
Council  now,  apparently,  take  a  different  view, 
and  are  satisfied  with  a  declaration  that  the  train- 
ing certificate,  or  a  certified  copy  of  it,  was  pro- 
duced at  some  earlier  date  to  other  people.  How 
can  there  be  reciprocity  under  such  conditions? 
A  nurse  who  failed  to  satisfy  the  prudent  Rules 
imposed  by  the  Scottish  Council  might  come  to 
England,  register  under  the  looser  provisions  of 
the  English  Council,  and  then  claim  to  register 
in  Scotland  under  the  reciprocity  Rule.  I  say  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  law  is  bad  law,  and 
Rule  9a  is  ultra  vires.  If  my  right  hon.  Friend 
does  not  see  his  way  to  drop  these  Rules  I  propose 
to  take  the  opinion  of  the  House. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :  Ayes,  49 ;  Noes,  64. 


AYES. 


\damso.n,  Rt.  Hon.  William 
.'\mmon,  Charles  George 
Balfour,   G.    (Hampstead) 
Barker,      G.      (Monmouth, 

Abertillery) 
Barnes,    Major    H.     (New- 
castle,   E.) 
Bell,   James  (Lancaster, 

Ormskirk) 
Bowyer,  Captain  G.  W.  E. 
Brown,  J.  (Ayr  and  Bute) 
Carter,     W.     (Nottingham, 

Mansfield) 
Davies,   Evan   (Ebbw  Vale) 
Davies,    Rhys   John   (West- 

houghton) 
Davies,     Sir     W.      Howell 

(Bristol,   S.) 
Edwards,     C.     (Monmouth, 

Bedwillty) 
Elliot,    Caiptain    Walter    E. 

(Lanark) 
Erskine,     James      Malcolm 

Monteith 
Gillis,  William 
Griffiths,     T.     (Monmouth, 

Pontvpool) 
Grundy,  T.  W. 
Guest,    J.    (York,    W.    R., 

Hemsworth) 


Halls,  Walter 
Hartshorn,  Vernon 
Hayday,   Arthur 
Herbert,   Dennis  (Hertford, 

Watford) 
Hirst,  G.  H. 
Hopkins,  John  W.  W. 
Jones,   Morgan   (Caerphilly) 
Lawson,  John  James 
MacVeagh,  Jeremiah 
Molson,  Major  John  Elsdale 
Naylor,   Thomas  Ellis 
O'Grady,   Captain  James 
Raflfan,  Peter  Wilson 
Richardson,  R.  (Houghton- 

le-Spring) 
Rose,   Frank  H. 
Royce,  William  Stapleton 
Shaw,  William  T.  (Forfar) 
Short,  Alfred  (Wednesbury) 
Sitch,  Charles  H. 
Smith,  W.  R.  (Welling- 
borough) 
Spencer,   George  A. 
Strauss,    Edward  Anthony 
Sutton,   John   Edward 
Swan,  J.  E. 
Thomson,  T.  (Middles- 
brough, West) 
Tillett,   Benjamin 
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A  YES — (Continued). 
Walsh,  Stephen  (Lancaster,   Watts-Morgan,     Lieut.-Col. 

I  nee)  I      D. 

Warner,  SirT.  Courtenay  T.  I  Young,   Robert  (Lancaster, 
I      Newton) 

Tellers     for     the     Aya^. 
Major    Barnett    and    Mr.   James  Wilson. 

NOES. 


Agg-Gardner,   Sir  J.   Tynte 
Barker,    Major    Robert    H. 
Barlow,   Sir  Montague 
Barnston,  Major  Harry 
Bell,  Lieut.-Col.  W.  C.   H. 

(Devizes) 
Bird,    Sir    R.    B.    (Wolver- 
hampton, W.) 
Breese,  Major  Charles  E. 
Brown,  Major  D.  C. 
Bruton,  Sir  James 
Buckley,   Lieut.-Col.   A. 
Edge,  Captain  Sir  William 
Edwards,    Major   J.    (Aber- 

avon) 
Evans,  Ernest 
Fildes,  Henry 
Ford,    Patrick  Johnston 
Forrest,  Walter 
Fraser,   Major  Sir  Keith 
Fremantle,      Lieut.-Col. 

Francis  E. 
Gibbs,   Col.   G.   Abraham 
Gilmour,  Lieut.-Col.  Sir  J. 
Green,  Joseph  F.  (Leicester, 

W.) 
Greenwood,  W.  (Stockport) 
Hailwood,    Augustine 
Hall,    Lieut.-Col.    Sir   F. 

(Dulwich) 
Hannon,  Patrick  Joseph  H. 
Hilder,   Lieut.-Col.    Frank 
Hinds,  John 
Hope,   J.  D.   (Berwick  and 

Haddington) 
Jameson,  John   Gordon 
Jones,   J.    T.    (Carmarthen, 

Llanelly) 
King,  Capt.  Henry  Douglas 
Lloyd-Greame,  Sir  P. 
Lort-Williams,   J. 
Lowther,  Maj.-Gen.  Sir  C. 

(Penrith) 
Ix>yd,  A.  T.   (Abingdon) 

Tellers     for     the     Noes. 
Col.    Leslie    Wilson    and    Mr.  Dudley  Ward. 

KERNELS     OF     THE     DEBATE. 

Quite  a  number  of  nurses  were  in  the  Members' 
Gallery  to  listen  to  the  Debate  on  Major  Bamett's 
Motion,  and  were  sincerely  grateful  to  him  for  his 
able  advocacy.  That  it  was  only  lost  by  a  15  Minis- 
terial majority  was  a  moral  victory  for  those  who  are 
determined  not  to  submit  to  despotism. 

The  debate  and  voting  were  instructive — in  the 
main  a  clash  between  employer  and  employed, 
Aristocracy  and  Democracy.  The  tellers  for  the  Free 
Nurses  were  Major  Barnett,  Coalition  Unionist,  and 
associated  wdth  him  Mr.  James  Wilson,  Labour. 

For  the  employers'  interests  Lieut. -Colonel  Leslie 
Wilson,  Coalition  TJnionist  (Joint  Parliamentary  Secre- 


Lyle,  C.  E.  Leonard 
Macdonald,     Sir     Murdoch 

(Inverness) 
Manville,    Edward 
Mond,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Alfred 

Moritz 
Moore,    Major-General    Sir 

Newton  J. 
Moore-Brabazon,         Lieut.- 
Col.  J.  T.  C. 
Nail,   Major  Joseph 
Neal,  Arthur 
Newman,  SirR.  H.  S.  D.  L. 

(Exeter) 
Newson,   Sir  Percy  Wilson 
Nicholson,    Reginald   (Don- 
caster) 
Parker,    James 
Parkinson,    Albert   L. 

(Blackpool) 
Perkins,  Walter  Frank 
Perring,   William   George 
Pollock,     Rt.     Hon.     Sir 

Ernest  Murray 
Robinson,    S.    (Brecon    and 

Radnor) 
Sanders,    Col.    Sir    Robert 

Arthur 
Seddon,  J.  A. 
Steel,  Major  S.  Strang 
Sugden,   W.    H. 
Sutherland,  Sir  William 
Thomson,  Sir  W.  Mitchell- 

(Maryhill) 
Thorne.  W.  (West  Ham, 

Plaistow) 
Wheler,     Col.     Granville 

C.  H. 
Williams,   C.   (Tavistock) 
Windsor,  Viscount 
Wise,  Frederick 
Young,   Sir  Frederick  W. 

(Swindon) 


tary.  Treasury)  and  Mr.  Dudley  Ward,  Coalition 
Liberal  (Vice-Chamberlain  of  the  Household). 

The  Free  Nurses  were  supported  by  Labour,  34  ; 
C.U.,  6  ;   C.L.,  4  ;   L..  2  ;   C.L.N.,  i  ;    Ind..  i  ;   Nat.,  i. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  by  Coalition  Unionists,  46  ; 
Co.-Liberals,  13  ;  Labour,  2  (one  a  Lord  of  the 
Treasury);    C.N.D.P..  2  ;    D.S.S.,  i. 

The  Ministry  had  the  support  of  the  Controller,  the 
Vice-Chamberlain  and  the  Treasurer  of  His  Majesty's 
Household,  the  Solicitor-General,  four  Lords  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury.  So  the  Prime  Minister's  Department 
was  well  to  the  fore. 

An  Inaccurate  Brief. 

We  wonder  who  briefed  the  Minister  of  Health.  He 
was  very  ill  served.  It  led  him  to  make  statements  to 
the  House  which  were  not  true,  and  which  we  shall 
proceed  to  disprove  next  wee"k. 

Suffice  it  to  say  the  true  reason  for  the  delay  in  con- 
sidering applications  for  Registration  is  not  the 
"  meticulous  and  ridiculous  manner  in  which  the 
matter  has  been  treated  until  now,"  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Registration  Committee — -th^  excuse  submitted 
— but  the  disastrous  lack  of  efficient  organisation 
in  compiling  the  Register;  on  wnich  upwards 
of  3,000  nurses  have  been  placed  instead  of  1,500  as 
stated  by  the  Minister,  and  Mr.  Leonard  Lyle, 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd. 

Threat  to  Repeal  the  Act. 

The  threat  of  the  Minister  of  Health  that  if  the  two 
new  disastrous  Rules  were  rejected  there  would  be 
"  no  other  course  left  open  to  me  than  to  move  the 
repeal  of  the  Act  and  do  away  vnth  the  Register 
altogether "  has  naturally  aroused  a  deep  sense  of 
injury  and  indignation  upon  the  part  of  the  women 
who  fought  vested  interests  for  thirty  years  to  obtain 
legal  status,  which  campaign  cost  them  not  less  than 
£30,000  in  hard  cash.  There  is  another  course  open 
to  the  Minister. 

The  Act  provides  that  he  has  power  to  dissolve 
the  Council,  and  for  the  Nurses  to  elect  their 
own  representatives.  This  should  have  been  the 
policy  of  the  Ministry  upon  the  strike  of  the  majority 
of  the  Council ;  instead  of  which  these  autocrats,  after 
secretly  making  an  ex-parte  statement  to  the  Ministry, 
have  been  thrust  back  upon  us,  and  given  a  free  hand 
to  suppress  freedom  of  speech  and  action. 

Women    M.P.s   Shirk  Duty  to   Nurses. 

Where  were  the  women  M.P.s  during  this  debate 
on  a  question  on  which  one  would  have  imagined  they 
would  have  taken  the  trouble  to  acquaint  themselves 
and  record  their  votes.  Lady  Astor  was  in  the  House 
and  voted  with  the  majority  in  two  Divisions  on  the 
Army  Estimates — and  deliberately  walked  out  before 
the  Nursing  Question  was  discussed.  Why  ?  How 
about  her  Coercion  of  Wives'  Bill  ?  May  we  remind 
her  ladyship  that  what  may  be  termed  the  "  hob- 
nailed "  argument  is  not  a  whit  more  strong  than  the 
"  expediency  ticket,"  where  the  coercion  of  wdves  is 
concerned.  Anyway  it  appears  the  Nursing  Profession 
when  under  discussion  in  the  House  of  Commons,  may 
save  themselves  the  trouble  of  attempting  to  educate 
or  interest  either  Lady  Astor  or  Mrs.  Whitringham  in 
this  important  branch  of  national  service — -skilled 
nursing  is  nothing  less — or  in  the  educational  and  econo- 
mic conditions  of  registered  nurses. 


"  The  fox  is  full  of  tricks ;    the  hedgehog  has 
only  one,  but  it  is  a  good  one." 

— Greek  Epigram. 
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APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 

War  MemoriallT Cottage  Hospital,  Alford,  Lincoln- 
shire.— Miss  Rhoda  Metherell  has  been  appointed 
Matron.  She  was |  trained  for  three  years  at  the 
Bridgwater  Hospital,  and  had  further  experience  at 
the  EUzabeth  Garrett  Anderson  Hospital  (then  the 
New  Hospital  for  Women)  in  the  Euston  Road,  N.W. 
After  working  for  some  years  on  the  staff  of  the 
Registered  Nurses  Society,  431,  Oxford  Street,  London, 
W.,  she  was  appointed  Matron  of  the  Cottage  Hospital, 
Freshford,  near  Bath,  which  post  she  has  held  for 
five  years. 

Cottage  Hospital,  Chippenham. — Miss  E.  S.  Newton 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Royal  Northern  Hospital,  Holloway  Road,  N.,  and  has 
held  the  position  of  Night  Sister  at  Newbury  District 
Hospital,  Sister  at  the  Tiverton  General  Hospital, 
Matron  at  the  Cottage  Hospital,  Ottery  St.  Mary. 
She  has  had  experience  of  private  nursing,  and  of  war 
nursing  as  a  member  of  Q.A  I.M.N. S.R. 

Burgh  Hospital,  Peterhead. — Miss  Christian  Low 
has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  in 
Fever  Nursing  at  the  Bristol  Fever  Hospital  and 
Sanatorium,  and  in  General  Nursing  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Glasgow. 


PRESENTATION. 

Her  many  friends  in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow  and 
•elsewhere  will  hear  with  regret  of  the  retirement,  at 
a  comparatively  early  age,  owing  to  indifferent  health, 
of  Miss  Damey,  Lady  Superintendent,  Glasgow  Royal 
Mental  Hospital.  On  February  23rd,  Dr.  Henderson, 
Physician-Superintendent,  on  behalf  of  the  staff, 
presented  Miss  Damey  with  a  silver  inkstand  and  pen, 
along  with  a  cheque,  as  a  mark  of  their  respect  and 
■esteem.  Miss  Damey  gracefully  acknowledged  the 
:gifts,  and  thanked  the  staff  for  the  ready  help  which 
they  had  always  accorded  her. 

MISS  MARGARET  H.  DARNEY. 
An  Appreciation. 

In  the  year  1894,  at  a  time  when  the  work  was 
little  known,  little  appreciated,  and  badly  paid,  there 
stepped  into  the  arena  of  mental  nursing  a  lady  who 
■was  destined  to  become  a  power  for  good.  That  lady 
was  Miss  Damey. 

Widely  travelled,  widely  read,  endowed  with  parti - 
■cular  qualities  of  heart  and  brain,  possessed  with  a  keen 
but  kindly  insight  into  human  nature,  she  devoted 
herself  unsparingly  to  the  work.  Trained  at  Glasgow 
Royal  Mental  Hospital,  and  serving  for  a  time  under 
Dr.  Clouston  at  Craig  House,  Miss  Darney  became  in 
•due  course  Lady-Superintendent  of  her  training  school. 
Slowly,  unostentatiously,  but  nevertheless  surely,  she 
raised  the  standard  of  mental  nursing.  She  possessed 
the  power  of  getting  in  her  subordinates  the  spirit  of 
■esprit-de-corps — that  spirit  of  self-sacrifice  and  unity 
which  is  so  necessary  to  a  smooth  administration. 
The  acme  of  gentleness,  neatness,  thoroughness,  and 
punctuaUty,  she  unconsciously  set  the  standard. 
Happily,  Miss  Damey's  influence  did  not  end  at 
•Gartnavel.  There  emerged  from  the  hospital  a  band 
of  women,  imbued  with  her  own  lofty  aims  and  high 
ideals,  who  have  held  important  posts  in  many  lands. 

It  is  hoped  that  a  complete  rest  may  restore  Miss 
Damey's  health.  But  whatever  hfe  may  hold  in  the 
way  of  new  interests,  those  who  know  her  best  realise 
that  the  cause  that  will  always  be  dearest  to  her  heart  is 
that  of  the  mentally  afflicted.  Surely,  in  the  front  rank 
•of  her  profession  stands  the  name  of  Margaret  Damey. 


ANOTHER  LARGE  FORTUNE  FOR  A 
NURSE. 

It  transpires  that  Miss  Margery  Sinclair  McKay, 
of  Aberdeen,  to  whom  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Suther- 
land left  a  large  fortune,  is  a  trained  nurse,  although 
she  had  been  acting  for  many  months  as  his 
private    secretary. 

The  gifts  to  Miss  McKay  are  :  ^10,000  and  one- 
half  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  7,  Buckingham 
Gate  ;  freehold  property  in  Buckingham  Mews  ; 
household  effects,  motor  cars,  &c.  ;  and  may 
amount  to  anything  over  ;^30,ooo.  Miss  McKay 
was  trained  at  the  Sheffield  Royal  Hospital, 
and  nursed  in  a  military  hospital  in  Suffolk.  About 
two  years  ago  she  became  nurse-companion  to  the 
late  Lady  Sutherland,  and  after  her  death  was 
asked  by  Sir  Thomas  to  act  as  his  private  secretary. 
Sir  Thomas  left  the  residue  (about  ;^40o,ooo)  to 
King  Edward's  Hospital  Fund  for  London,  but 
this  will  have  to  bear  practically  all  the  duties, 
nearly  ^250,000. 

»>     II 

MATERNITY  CASES  SENT  TO  FEVER 
HOSPITALS. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  West  Willesden  Ratepayers' 
Association,  on  Monday  night,  in  support  of  their 
candidates  at  the  Council  election  next  Saturday, 
strong  protests  were  made  against  the  Fever 
Hospital  being  used  for  maternity  and  other  cases 
owing  to  the  danger  of  infection. 

The  meeting  strongly  condemned  the  present 
system  of  public  health  in  Willesden,  and  unani- 
mously decided  to  support  the  Association's 
candidates,  who  demand  that  in  the  Isolation, 
Hospital  only  fever  or  isolation  cases  should  be 
dealt  with,  and  that  maternity  and  all  other  cases 
should  be  treated  in  the  Park  Royal  Hospital,  now 
in  the  occupation  of  the  Board  of  Guardians.  They 
advocate  co-operation  between  the  two  bodies. 


NO     WOMAN      DIETITIAN      INCLUDED. 

The  Board  of  Control  have,  with  the  approval 
of  Sir  Alfred  Mond,  the  Minister  of  Health, 
appointed  a  committee,  to  consider  the  dietaries 
in  county  and  borough  mental  hospitals,  and  to 
report  what  changes,  if  any,  are  desirable  and 
whether  a  minimum  dietary  scale  should  be  fixed. 

No  woman  dietitian  was  appointed  on  it. 


BRAIN     DIET. 

A  common-sense  feeding  system  in  public  schools 
and  other  educational  institutions  where  students 
live  in  is  being  advocated  by  the  Food  Education 
Society.  Investigations  have  shown  that  at 
schools  in  which  particular  attention  is  paid  to  diet 
the  general  Standard  of  achievement  is  highest. 

On  Friday,  April  7th,  at  5.30  p.m.,  Miss  Mun- 
caster  is  to  lecture  in  the  Council  Chamber,  Caxton 
Hall,  Westminster,  S.W\,  on  the  subject  of  feeding 
in  institutions,  with  special  reference  to  school  diet. 
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THE  HOSPITAL  WORLD. 


King  Edward's  Hospital  Fund  for  London  has 
undertaken  the  organisation  of  an  appeal  on 
behalf  of  the  voluntary  hospitals  for  London,  with 
the  aid  of  the  Hospital  Saturday  Fund,  the  Joint 
Council  of  the  Order  of  St.  John  and  the  British 
Red  Cross  Society,  the  League  of  Mercy,  the 
London  Regional  Committee  of  the  British  Hos- 
pitals Association,  the  Metropohtan  Hospital 
Sunday  Fund,  and  the  hospitals  themselves. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  has 
approved  of  his  name,  as  President  of  the  King's 
Fund,  being  used  in  connection  with  the  appeal. 

The  Duke  of  York  has  given  his  patronage  to  a 
ball  in  aid  of  the  Queen's  Hospital  for  Children, 
Hackney  Road,  which  will  be  held  on  May  27th 
at  the  Hotel  Russell. 


We  abominate  street  collections  so  far  as 
nurses  are  concerned,  but  presumably  they  are 
permissible  for  charitable  purposes ;  anyway, 
according  to  the  official  list  just  issued  by  Scotland 
Yard  in  365  street  collections  last  year— one  for 
every  day — ;^i2i,i85  2s.  6d.  was  raised  for  charity, 
and  of  the  sum  available  for  distribution  hospitals 
received  £53,550,  charitable  societies  ;^26,242, 
unemployed  organisations  /io,244,  societies  for 
welfare  of  women  and  children  ;^7,474.  The 
question  for  the  pubhc  is,  why  is  there  such  a  very 
great  difference  in  cost  in  making  these  collections. 
That  for  the  National  Children's  Home  and 
Orphanage,  wliich  collected  /6,300,  was  3^  per 
cent.,  whilst  the  cost  of  Alexandra  Day,  which 
gathered  in  ;^37,47i,  was  ij'l  per  cent.,  or  at  the 
rate  of  3s.  6d.  in  every  pound  collected  ! 

Where  it  is  thought  that  the  expenses  are  too 
heavy  in  proportion  to  the  amounts  received, 
the  pohce  have  the  power  to  refuse  any  further 
permits.  This  regulation  came  into  force  in  1917. 
•  We  consider  the  excessive  cost  of  making  the 

Rose  Day  Collection  should  be  enquired  into, 
and  that  MisS  C.  May  Beeman,  the  organiser, 
would  do  well  to  issue  an  audited  financial  state- 
ment showing  who  gets  this  3s.  6d.  in  the  pound, 
and  what  is  her  own  remuneration  in  connection 
with  the  Fund. 


The  late  Miss  E.  RatclifE  left  /lo.ooo  to  the 
Burton-on- Trent   General    Infirmary. 

m  m 

Miss  J.  D.  I.  Waugh  has  been  appointed  Clinic 
Nurse  on  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Staff 
at  Leeds.  She  was  trained  at  Charing  Cross 
Hospital  and  the  City  of  London  Maternity 
Hospital.  She  holds  the  C.M.B.  Certificate, 
Health  Visitors  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  Examina- 
tion Board  Certificate.  She  is  at  present  Senior 
Health  Visitor  at  the  Royal  College  of  Saint 
Katharine,  Poplar.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Royal 
British  Nurses'  Association. 


THE   MODERN    HEALTH  CRUSADE 
AND  NUTRITION. 

It  is  well  to  remember  that  "  the  victory  over 
tuberculosis  may  be  won  by  advances  on  other 
fronts."  We  all  believe  that  "  prevention  is  better 
than  cure  "■ — not  for  tuberculosis  alone,  but  for 
disease  in  general. 

The  Modern  Health  CruSade,  by  its  unique 
method  of  instructing  children  in  health  habits 
by  practice  rather  than  precept,  teaches  prevention 
of  disease.  Through  the  faithful  performance  and 
recording  of  the  "  health  chores  "  over  a  stretch 
of  fifteen  consecutive  weeks,  divided  into  five- 
week  periods,  the  youthful  Health  Crusader 
becomes  first  a  squire,  then  a  knight,  and  finally 
a  knight  banneret  in  health  chivalry. 

Recently,  the  National  Tuberculosis  Association, 
the  sponsor  of  the  Crusade,  has  prepared  a  set  of 
health  chores  designed  particularly  for  mal- 
nourished children.  The  performance  and  record- 
ing of  special  chores  for  these  children  are  required 
in  like  manner  as  the  chores  designed  for  general 
use.  In  addition,  provision  has  been  made-  on 
the  nutrition  chore  record  for  the  charting  of  the 
child's  weight  line.  Another  feature  of  the 
Crusade  nutrition  course  is  the  requirement  of  a 
physical  examination.  Every  child  before  he 
begins  the  course  must  have  such  an  examination, 
and  complete  medical  supervision  is  advocated 
throughout  the  course.  As  a  preliminary  to  the 
chores,  the  child  is  asked  to  hand  in  a  list  of  all 
the  foods  that  he  eats  in  two  consecutive  days, 
and  also  a  statement  of  the  number  of  hours 
actually  given  in  a  usual  day  to  sleeping,  plajdng, 
studying,  working,  and  eating  meals.  This  state- 
ment and  the  list  of  foods,  together  with  the 
finds  of  the  examining  physician,  give  a  basis  for 
any  special  directions  that  may  be  necessary. 

In  preparing  the  Crusade  nutrition  material, 
the  policy  has  been  to  adhere  to  essentials  on 
which  the  great  majority  of  authorities  agree,  and 
to  avoid  minor  points  on  which  a  difference  of 
opinion  is  general. 

The  Crusade  system  has  now  been  officially 
adopted  by  twelve  States  as  a  part  of  their  regular 
school  curriculum.  In  practically  every  State 
some  of  the  county  or  city  school  systems  are 
using  the  Crusade.  A  total  of  more  than  6,000,000 
school  children  in  the  country  are  enrolled  as 
Crusaders. 

Mollie  Utz,  of  the  Salt  Lake  County  (Utah) 
Health  Department,  tells  a  story  of  a  much 
harassed  school  nurse  who,  upon  finding  Johnny's 
hands  in  a  disgracefully  dirty  state — a  state  in 
which  she  had  found  them  many  times^ — said  in 
desperation,  "  Johnny,  what  would  you  say 
to  me  if  I  should  come  to  school  with  such  hands  ?" 
Johnny  replied,  thoughtfully,  "  Miss  Nurse,  I'd 
be  ter  polite  ter  mention  it."  Miss  Utz  goes  on  to 
state  that  there  is  something  to  be  said  for  Johnny's 
point  of  view,  but  with  the  Health  Crusade  taking 
the  responsibiUty  of  the  inspection  off  the  nurse's 
shoulders  and  placing  it  on  Johnny's,  where  it 
belongs,   there  is  no  necessity  for  the  nurse  to 
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enact  the  role  of  censor.  Her  time  is  saved 
because  the  inspection  has  been  made  and  the 
results   recorded  for  her. 

In  a  South  Dakota  school,  where  the  Crusade 
has  been  conducted  for  more  than  three  years, 
a  comparison  of  the  physical  examinations  made 
at  the  beginning  and  at  the  end  of  a  three-year 
period  showed  that  almost  half  of  the  physical 
defects  found  at  the  beginning  had  disappeared. 
Only  a  very  few  were  corrected  by  surgery.  This 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  practice  of  the 
health  habits  inculcated  by  the  Crusade  was 
responsible  for  the  disappearance  of  many  of  these 
defects,  which  are  so  often  the  cause  of  mal- 
nutrition   in    children. 

The  following  publications  and  insignia  of  the 
Modern  Health  Crusade  can  be  obtained  from  the 
National  Tuberculosis  Association,  370,  Seventh 
Avenue,  New  York  City,  or  through  any  of  its 
affiliated  -state  associations :  Chore  records, 
primary,  intermediate,  senior  and  nutrition 
editions  ;  certificate  of  enrolment ;  prompter 
and  hygienic  inspection  blank  ;  brief  explanation 
circular  ;  manual ;  tournament  guide ;  tourna- 
men  report  form  ;  roll  of  Health  Knighthood  and 
weight  record  chart ;  "  Keep  Well  "  Guide  chart  ; 
Knights'  buttons  and  Knights'  Banneret  buttons 
and  pins.  The  cost  of  the  Crusade  per  child  for 
a  thirty-week  course  is  from  four  and  three- 
quarters  cents  to  ten  and  three-quarters  cents. 
American  Journal  of  Nursing. 


COMING     EVENTS. 

April  1st. — Central  Committee  for  the  State 
Registration  of  Nurses  Meeting.  Council  Cham- 
ber, British  Medical  Association,  Strand.    2.30  p.m. 

April  4th.- — Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary  Nurses' 
League.  Meeting,  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary. 
8  p.m. 

April  4th  to  jth. — Nursing  and  Midwifery 
Exhibition  and  Conference.  11  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 
Royal  Horticultural  Hall,  Vincent  Square,  S.W.i. 

April  5^/1.— Society  for  the  Suppression  of  the 
Opium  Trade.  Public  Meeting.  Miss  Ellen  N.  La 
Motte  of  New  York  will  speak.  Central  Hall, 
Westminster.     5  p.m. 

April  8th.- — Meeting  of  Members  of  the  Nurses' 
organizations  affiliated  in  the  Central  Committee 
for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses.  11,  Chandos 
Street,  Cavendish  Square,  W.  5  p.m.  Councillor 
]3eatrice  Kent  in  the  chair. 

April  22nd. — The  Lady  Mayoress  (Lady  Bad- 
deley)  "  At  Home,"  to  meet  the  Past  and  Present 
Nurses  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  The 
Mansion  House,  London.     Music  4  to  6  p.m. 

A     WORD     FOR     THE     WEEK. 

"  Saying  and  doing,  we  stand  on  a  rock. 

Saying,  not  doing,  we  stand  on  the  sand. 
Both  shall  be  tried  by  the  storm  and  the  shock ; 

Only  the  rock  that  will  stand." 

Bring  me  my  bow  of  burning  gold  ! 

Bring  me  my  arrows  of  desire  ! 
Bring  me  my  spear  ;    O  clouds,  unfold ! 

Bring  me  my  chariot  of  fire  ! 


THE    NURSING    AND    MIDWIFERY 
EXHIBITION     AND     CONFERENCE. 


The  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Exhibition  which 
will  be  held  at  the  Horticultural  Hall,  Westminster, 
S.W.,  from  April  4th-7th  inclusive  will  be  open 
daily  from  11  a.m.  to  9  p.m.  The  first  session  of 
the  Conference  will  be  held  at  8  p.m.  on  April  4th. 
For  details  as  to  both  Exhibition  and  Conference 
see  the  back  cover  of  this  journal^ 

Nursec^  with  only  limited  time  at  their  disposal 
cannot  always  visit  all  the  stands.  We,  therefore, 
give  briefly  a  list  of  those  which  should  not  be 
missed. 

The  Medical  Supply  Association,  Ltd... 
167-183,  Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C. — Nurses  and 
midwives  will  find  that  all  their  requirements  can 
be  supplied  by  this  firm,  and  they  may  be  sure  of 
promptitude  and  courtesy.  We  specially  commend 
to  notice  the  "  Eclipsal  "  Registered  Nurse.^'  Case  ; 
this  has  two  separate  compartments,  and  when 
open  all  the  contents  are  exposed,  enabling  the 
nurse  to  take  out  any  particular  article  she  requires 
immediately.  It  is  supplied  in  black  or  brown 
cowhide  ;  also  in  Rexine.  Ask  to  See  the  Easirede 
Pelvimeter.     It  will  interest  you. 

Messrs.  J.  G.  Ingram  &  Sons,  London  Rubber 
Works,  Hackney  Wick,  E.g,  whose  world-wide 
reputation  has  behind  it  three-quarters-of-a- 
century  of  good  work  will  show  their  rubber  goods, 
including  their  noted  enema  syringes,  and  their 
patent  band  teat  and  valve,  which  once  used  is 
always  used  for  infants'  bottles. 

Messrs.  John  Bell  &  Croydon,  Ltd.  (incor- 
porating Arnold  &  Sons),  50,  Wigmore  St.,  W.i, 
make  a  speciality  of  accouchment  outfits  in  patent 
hermetically  sealed  metal  drums,  moderate  in 
price,  convenient  in  use,  and  being  Sterilised  by 
the  firm  are  safe  for  the  mother.  Nurses  and 
midwives  should  make  a  point  of  seeing  them. 

Horlick's  Malted  Milk  Co.,  Slough,  Bucks. — 
Needless  to  say,  Horlick's  Malted  Milk  will  be 
there.  We  should  feel  defrauded  if  we  visited 
the  Exhibition  and  did  not  find  this  dehcious 
and  nutritious  beverage  to  revive  us  when  weary. 

Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  37,  Lom- 
bard Street,  E.C.3. — The  stands  of  Messrs.  Allen 
&  Hanburys  are  i,  2,  3.  A  visit  to  them  is  sure 
to  be  exceptionally  well  worth  while. 

Colman  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Wincarnis  Works,  Norwich, 
will  exhibit  their  well-known  speciality,  Wincarnis, 
a  wine  with  which  is  incorporated  a  standardised 
amount  of  nutriment. 

Surgical  Manufacturin;-,  Co.,  Ltd.,  Mortimer 
Street,  W. — This  firm  are  showing  their  surgical 
appliances  and  many  other  specialities.  Their 
Cheltenham  improved  chair  for  taking  patients 
up  and  down  stairs  is  specially  worthy  of  note. 

Virol,  Ltd.,  Hanger  Lane,  Ealing,  W.5. — ^The 
Virol  stand  is  always  attractive  to  nurses  and 
midwives  who  well  know  its  value  as  a  restorative, 
and  a  food  for  all  ages,  from  the  infant-in-arms 
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THE  STILWELL  TWINS. 


Virol  enabled  me  to  nurse  twins 

16,  Hampstead  Hill  Gardens,  N.W.3. 
Sir,  Jst  December. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  your  Virol,  which  has 
enabled  me  to  nurse  my  Twin  babies  for  i  o  months  without 
feeling  the  strain. 

As  you  will  see  by  their  Photograph  they  are  sturdy 

and  happy,  and  I  recommend  all  expectant    and  nursing 

mothers  to  try  your  food  ;it  is  splendid  for  mother  and  babe. 

Yours  truly  (Sgd.)    HELEN    STILWELL. 


A  remarkable  fortifier  against  colds  and  chills  at  all  ages. 
A  great  restorative  against  influenza. 


S.H.B. 


VIROL 

In  Glass  and  Stone  Jars :  1/3,  2/-  &  3/9 ;  i-Gallons,  15/-. 
Virol    Limited,    Hanger    Lane,    Ealing,    London,    W.5. 
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to  aged  grandparents.  Nor  should  they  over- 
look the  merits  of  Virolax,  a  nutrient  laxative, 
supplied  by  the  same  firm,  of  high  merit. 

Messrs.  Cadbury,  Ltd.,  Bournville,  Birming- 
ham.— The  purity,  quality  and  flavour  of  the 
goods  supplied  by  Messrs.  Cadbury,  Ltd.,  are  known 
to  the  world,  whether  they  are  the  various  cocoas 
which  can  be  prepared  as  beverages,  or  their 
delicious  confectionery.  Their  stand  is  sure  to 
be  a  most  popular  one. 

BovRiL,  Ltd.,  152,  Old  Street,  E.G.— Bovril 
is  a  household  word,  and  few  householders  would 
be  without  it.  Both  ordinary  and  Invalid  Bovril 
-will  be  found  on  the  firm's  stand. 

The  National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses.^ — 
The  N.U.T.N.  will  be  represented  and  their  exhibit 
as  usual  is  sure  to  be  practical,  informative  and 
interesting.     Do  not  pass  it  by. 

The  British  Journal  of  Nursing.- — Be  sure 
to  call  at  the  stand  of  the  British  Journal  of 
Nursing  (Stand  5b).  Buy  a  Journal  for  a 
friend,  if  you  already  have  your  own,  get  all 
the  latest  Registration  news,  and  look  at  the 
various  interesting  pamphlets,  &c.,  which  will  be 
on  sale. 

The  Glaxo  Annexe. — One  of  the  most  popular 
features  of  the  Exhibition  is  always  the  Glaxo 
Annexe,  arranged  by  Glaxo  (J.  Nathan  &  Co., 
Ltd.)  56,  Osnaburgh  Street,  N.W.,  as  a  Rest  Room. 
Here  you  can  rest  in  a  comfortable  chair,  and  in  the 
meanwhile  partake  of  delectable  dainties  made  with 
Glaxo,  which  is  so  nutritious  and  so  delicious. 
But  choose  the  time  of  your  visit  wisely  or  you 
may  find  the  Annexe  crowded  out. 

The  Gas  Light  &  Coke  Co.  Annexe.— In  the 
Annexe  of  the  Gas  Light  &  Coke  Co.  (Horseferry 
Road),  are  to  be  seen,  moot  conveniently  and 
attractively  arranged,  the  latest  appliances  and 
devices  for  economising  household  labour,  for 
abolishing  extravagant  ranges,  and  for  providing 
a  brilliant  illuminant  at  a  reasonable  cost  This 
is  an  exhibit  no  one  should  miss, 

NAMES    AND    ADDRESSES    TO    NOTE 
AND    REMEMBER. 

Messrs.  Charles  Griffin  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Exeter 
Street,  Strand,  W.C.2,  are  the  pubUshers  of  that 
popular  "Manual  of  Nursing,  Medical  and 
Surgical,"  by  Laurence  Humphry,  now  in  its  38th 
edition.  "  Foods  and  Dietaries,"  by  Sir  R.  W. 
Burnet,  K.C.V.O.,  F.R.C.P.,  is  also  deserving  of 
careful  study. 

Messrs.  H.  K.  Lewis  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  136,  Gower 
Street,  W.C.i,  have  a  wide  selection  of  books, 
among  which  should  be  noted  the  "  Theory  and 
Practice  of  Nursing,"  by  Sister  M.  A.  Gullan, 
and  "  Lectures  on  Tuberculosis  to  Nurses,"  by 
Mr.  Oliver  Bruce,  M.R.C.S. 

Messrs.  G.  P.  Putnams,  24,  Bedford  Street, 
Strand,  W.C.2. — Their  list  includes  "  A  Short 
History  of  Nursing,"  by  Lavinia  L.  Dock  and 
"  The  Psychology  of  Nursing,"  by  Aileen  Cleve- 
land Higgins,  which  should  be  on  the  bookshelves 
of  the  library  of  every  Nurses'  Home. 


OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 


The  People's  King. 

Last  week  the  King  was  slightly  indisposed, 
and  wisely  he  kept  indoors  during  the  spell  of 
icy  weather.  "We  feel  sure  His  Majesty  would 
have  appreciated  the  affectionate  anxiety  ex- 
pressed by  many  of  his  subjects  could  he  have 
overheard  their  remarks.  The  Times  comes  up 
with  our  early  cup  of  tea,  and  we  are  usually 
greeted  by  a  very  human  maid  with  the  cream 
of  the  news. 

Last  week  it  was  "  Sad  news  this  morning  ; 
our  King  isn't  hisself ;  forbidden  to  leave  the 
Palace — a  rare  to  do,  I've  no  doubt." 

Next  day — "  Queen  Mary's  to  act  as  King 
to-day,  opening  Waterloo  Station ;  glad  she's 
kept  the  King  at  home — he's  one  in  a  thousand, 
a  real  people's  King." 

The  following  day,  with  triumph,  "  On  the 
high  way  to  recovery — you  know  who  I  mean  ; 
no  doubt  that's  why  the  sun's  a  shining." 

Physical  Education  of  Girls. 

The  Joint  Committee  on  the  Physical  Education 
of  Girls,  of  which  the  Chairman  is  Dr.  G.  F.  Still, 
and  the  Hon.  Secretary  Miss  M.  Bennell,  B.A., 
which  has  its  headquarters  at  the  College  of 
Preceptors,  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C.  i,  is  very 
anxious  to  obtain  evidence  from  nurses  as  to  the 
effects,  immediate  and  remote,  of  the  present 
system  of  physical  education  for  girls  and  women, 
whether  favourable  or  otherwise.  The  Committee 
feel  the  importance  of  the  subject  can  hardly  be 
exaggerated,  and  wish  to  get  as  much  evidence 
as  possible  on  both  sides  of  the  question. 

"rhe  Bodies  represented  on  the  Joint  Committee 
are  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons,  the  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion, the  Medical  Women's  Federation,  the  British 
Association  for  Physical  Training,  the  Ling 
Association,  the  National  Union  of  Women 
Teachers,  the  Association  of  Assistant  Mistresses 
in  Secondary  Schools,  the  Private  Schools  Associa- 
tion (Incorporated),  and  the  College  of  Preceptors. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  nurses,  especially  those 
engaged  in  PubUc  Health  Work,  including  school 
nursing,  could  supply  valuable  information,  which 
would  be  of  public  utility,  and  we  hope  some  of 
them  will  respond  to  the  invitation. 

A  form  of  questionnaire  will  be  sent,  on  applica- 
tion to  the  Hon.  Secretary,  if  desired. 


WHAT   TO    READ. 

"  A   Pastorale,"     by  Charles   Simpson. 

"  Little  Essays  of  Love  and  Virtue,"  by 
Havelock  Ellis. 

"  The  Love  Story  of  Aliette  Brinton,"  by 
Gilbert  Frankau. 

"  Short  Shipments,"    by  Elinor  Mordaunt. 

"  The  Garden  Party,"    by  Katharine  Mansfield- 

"  The  Jews,"     by  Hilaire  Belloc. 
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BOOK  OF  THE  WEEK. 

"MOUNTAIN    BLOOD.'* 

Those  of  our  readers  who  are  already  acquainted 
with  the  novels  by  Mr.  Hergesheimer  will  be  pre- 
pared for  the  stormy  atmosphere  that  prevails 
throughout  the  book  now  under  discussion.  One 
might  almost  say  that  nothing  tender  or  true  finds 
place  here,  if  we  except  the  rough  consideration 
of  Gordon  Makimmon  for  his  invalid  sister  wliose 
life  terminates  early  in  the  story. 

It  is  in  the  main  a  chronicle  of  unscrupulous 
men  pitted  one  against  the  other,  and  allowing 
neither  honour  nor  consideration  to  stand  in  the 
way  of  their  desires.  Love,  or  anything  worthy 
of  its  name,  finds  no  place  here.  Lettice's  attrac- 
tion to  Gordon  would  have  resulted  in  disaster 
had  lie  had  any  real  feeling  towards  her,  and  their 
subsequent  marriage  was  the  result  of  the  girl's 
pliability  where  he  was  concerned,  and,  on  his 
side,  avarice  of  her  father's  wealth. 

Soon,  very  soon,  she  felt  for  him  only  a  cold 
contempt,  and  he  a  weariness  of  her  somewhat 
colourless  character. 

The  scene  is  laid  in  Virginia,  and,  as  might  be 
expected,  local  colour  is  not  the  least  fascinating 
part  of  the  book,  which  holds  one,  while  it  repels ; 
for  of  the  power  and  force  of  the  writer  there  can 
be  no  question. 

Gordon  Makimmon  had  been  the  driver  of  the 
stage  for  many  years,  and  the  opening  chapters 
describe  a  particular  journey,  introducing  many  of 
the  characters  which  loom  in  the  story. 

"  The  driver  lunged  forward,  skilfully  picking 
flies  with  his  whip  from  the  horses'  backs.  He 
had  a  smooth  countenance,  deeply  tanned,  and 
pale,  clear  blue  eyes.  He  had  known  Lettice 
Hollidew,  now  speaking  in  little  girlish  rushes  be- 
hind him,  since  her  first  appearance  in  a  baby 
carriage,  nineteen  or  twenty  years  back.  He  had 
watched  lier  without  any  particular  interest,  the 
daughter  of  the  richest  man  in  Greenstream,  grow 
out  of  sturdy,  bare-legged  childhood,  into  the  girl 
he  had  now  for  five  years  been  driving  in  early 
summer  and  fall,  to  and  from  the  boarding  school 
at  Stenton.  She  was  different,  he  noticed,  from 
the  other  girls  lie  drove;  there  was  neither  banter 
nor  invitation  in  her  tones  as  she  addressed  him." 
By  her  side  sat  Buckley  Simmons,  whose  father 
kept  the  store,  and  who  closely  ran  Lettice's  father 
in  the  matter  of  wealth. 

"  He  was  elaborately  garbed  in  grey  serge,  re- 
lentlessly shaped  to  conform  with  an  exaggerated 
passing  fasliion,  a  flaring  china  silk  tie,  with  a 
broadly  displayed  handkerchief  to  match.  Gordon, 
with  secret  dissatisfaction,  compared  himself  with 
this  sartorial  model.  His  own  attire  was  purely 
serviceable,  not  to  say  slovenly.  He  relieved  his 
feelings  before  the  end  of  the  drive  by  laying  open 
Buckley's  face  with  his  wtiip.  They  had  walked 
up  the  hill  to  ease  the  horses,  and  Buckley  per- 
suaded Lettice  to  try  a  short  cut  through  the  wood. 
Gordon    was   surprised   to   see   the   girl   re-appear 

*  Joseph  Hergesheimer.     (Heinemann.) 


shortly  alone.  Her  face  that  had  been  so  creamily 
pale,  placidly  composed,  was  now  hotly  red ;  her 
eyes  shone  widh  angry  unshed  tears.  A  mounting 
anger  against  Buckley  possessed  Gordon.  She 
had  been  in  his,  Gordon  Makimmon 's,  care.  The 
anger  touched  his  pride,  his  self-esteem,  and  grew 
cold,  deliberate.  He  watched  with  contracted  jaw 
for  Simmons  appearance. 

"  '  Why,'  he  exclaimed  in  a  lowered  voice,  '  that 
lown  tore  your  pretty  shirtwaist?  '  " 

"  A  httle  shiver  ran  over  her.  '  He  .  .  .  held  me 
and  kissed  .  .  .  hateful  I  '  " 

Gordon  swung  himself  on  to  the  stage  at  Buck- 
ley's re-appearance.  He  grasped  the  whip,  swept 
the  heavy  thong  in  a  vicious  circle.  It  whistled 
above  the  horses,  causing  them  to  plunge,  and  the 
lash,  stopped  suddenly,  drew  across  Buckley  Sim- 
mons' face.  This  same  man  stopped  at  the  stores 
on  the  way  home  to  buy  (on  account)  a  pair  of 
entirely  unsuitable  but  pretty  shoes  for  his  un- 
attractive sister. 

One  hoped  from  these  incidents  to  find  under- 
neath this  primitive  man  instincts  of  chivalry  and 
protectiveness,  but  such  hopes  are  dispelled  by  his 
'heartless  marriage  and  subsequent  treatment  of 
Lettice,  who  died  at  the  birth  of  her  child  in  con- 
sequence of  his  neglect.  The  marriage  perhaps 
might  have  turned  out  differently  but  for  the  inter- 
vention of  the  teacher,  Meta  Beggs,  one  of  the 
most  brazenly  wanton  women,  surely,  in  fiction. 

The  meeting  of  t!he  two  women  at  the  sap-boil- 
ing, a  ceremony  which  lasted  all  night,  and  where 
Gordon  had  arranged  to  meet  Meta,  his  wife  being 
near  her  time,  is  described  in  forceful  and  arresting 
language.  Lettice  having  become  suspicious,  and 
full  of  fear  at  her  approaching  trial,  follows  him 
in  the  buggy  in  the  early  morning. 

Standing  in  the  flooding  blue  flame  of  day  they 
opposed  to  each  other  the  forces  fatally  locked  in 
the  body  of  humanity.  Lettice,  with  her  unborn 
child,  her  youth  haggard  with  appreihension  and 
pain,  the  prefigurement  of  the  agony  of  birth, 
gazed,  dumb  and  bitter  in  her  sacrifice,  at  the 
graceful,  cold  figure  that,  as  irrevocably  as  her- 
self, denied  all  tliat  Lettice  affirmed. 

She  charges  Gordon  with  the  gift  of  pearls  to 
Meta,  and  he  cannot  deny. 

"  Why  .  .  .  why  that's  bad,  Gordon.  You're 
married  to  me:  I'm'  your  wife.  Miss  Beggs 
oughtn't  .  .  .  she  isn't  anything  to  you." 

Remorse  seizes  Gordon,  and  the  desire  of  Meta 
fades  during  the  long  drive  with  his  young  wife, 
with  the  pains  of  childbirth  upon  her. 

On  the  night  of  her  death  "  he  stood  gazing 
absently  into  the  darkened  valley  at  the  few  lights 
of  Greenstream  village,  the  stars  like  clusters  of 
silver  grapes  on  high,  ultra-blue  arbours.  The 
whip-poor-Wills  throbbed  from  beyond  the  stream, 
t^e  stream  itself  whispered  in  pervasive  monotone. 
But  no  other  Makimmon  would  ever  listen  to  the 
persistent  birds,  the  eternal  whisper  of  the  water, 
because  he,  the  last,  had  killed  his  wife  ...  he  had 
killed  their  child." 

The  storv  concludes  with  his  tragic  death. 

H.  H. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

LAY  versus  PROFESSIONAL  CONTROL. 

To  the  Editor  of  Th:e  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — The  account  in  this  week's 
British  Journal  of  Nursing  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council  is  sorry  reading. 
I  am  filled  with  shame  and  indignation  on  two 
counts  and  do  not  know  which  I  feel  the  more 
acutely — the  studied  insult  to  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick,  or  the  grievous  deprivation  the  cause 
of  Nursing  suffers  from  the  treatment  meted  out 
to  her. 

Here  is  a  woman  of  outstanding  abilities,  en- 
dowed, moreover,  with  that,  to  our  sex,  rare  gift, 
a  legal  mind  ;  a  woman  who  has  devoted  her 
time,  energies,  powers  and  means  for  more  than 
forty  years  to  the  task  of  raising  nursing  to  the 
rank  of  a  profession  and  of  safeguarding  the  rights 
of  nurses  ;  a  woman  whose  name  is  a  household 
word  in  European  and  American  nursing  circles, 
who  at  every  international  meeting  of  organised 
trained  nurses  is  acclaimed  a  persona  grata,  and 
who  has  indubitably  done  more  for  her  profession 
and  generation  than  any  other  woman  in  the  land. 
The  Chair  of  the  Registration  Standing  Committee 
of  the  General  Council  of  Nursing  seemed  to  be  hers 
by  right  of  service  and  of  qualification.  While 
she  occupied  it  we  felt  that,  in  spite  of  difficulties 
all  would  be  well  for  us,  and  we  expected  for  her 
loyal  appreciation  from  the  members  serving 
under  her.  Instead  of  this  she  has  been  ousted 
from  the  Committee,  and,  to  add  as  fine  a  point 
as  possible,  a  lay  woman  has  been  elected  instead. 
Hamlet  without  the  Prince  indeed  ! 

The  Registration  Standing  Committee  is  the 
body  responsible  for  far-reaching  decisions  of  vital 
moment,  affecting  the  profession  of  Nursing  both 
now  and  for  the  future,  and  the  nurses  of  England 
and  Wales  are  in  a  lamentably  defenceless  position 
with  their  interests  in  the  hands  of  that  Com- 
mittee as  now  constituted.  To  six  of  its  eight 
members  I  take  grave  exception.  In  October  last 
four  of  these  shook  our  confidence  by  moving  and 
voting  for  a  motion  to  compile  the  State  Register 
without  records  of  qualifying  certificates ;  a 
disaster  we  have  only  now,  with  great  difficulty, 
averted.  The  motion  was  entirely  at  variance 
with  the  rules  the  Committee  was  expected  to 
administer,  and  was  calculated  to  be  economically 
gravely  detrimental  to  the  working  nurses.  After 
such  dereliction  of  duty  and  flouting  of  our  rights 
what  confidence  can  be  reposed  in  either  Miss 
Cox-Davies  (mover).  Miss  Dowbiggin,  Dr.  Goodall 
or  Miss  Peterkin  ?  The  fifth  is  Miss  Coulton,  who 
was  responsible  for  the  motion  to  nullify  Rule  43  (2) 
to  get  permission  to  recast  the  Standing  Com- 
mittees, obviously  in  order  to  engineer  the  vital 


change  on  the  Registration  Standing  Committee, 
the  reason  tendered  being  so  entirely  inadequate 
and  inept  that  it  could  not  mislead  the  most 
puny  intelUgence.  The  sixth  is  the  Hon.  Mrs. 
Eustace  Hills,  my  contention  being  that,  as  a  lay- 
woman,  there  is  no  place  for  her  on  this  particular 
Standing  Committee.  She  cannot  supply  what  is 
requisite — the  exercise  of  expert  professional 
knowledge. 

I  feel  pretty  certain  that  the  Minister  of  Health 
would  have  realised  what  havoc  was  being  made 
of  our  safety  and  interests  had  he  come  into  direct 
touch  with  the  Minority  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council.  He  might  then  have  been 
in  a  position  to  weigh  the  relative  value  to  him, 
as  well  as  to  us,  of  the  persons  who  resigned  office 
after  sacrificing  our  certificates  and  of  those  who 
fought  for  them. 

We  nurses  owed  our  knowledge  of  the  trend  of 
events  solely  to  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing, 
and  that  free  organ  in  the  Press  we  owe  in  more 
than  one  sense  to  the  woman  who  has  been  hounded 
out  of  office.  To  her  I  tender  heartfelt  and 
respectful  thanks  on  my  own  behalf  and  on  behalf 
of  those  who,  for  the  sake  of  their  bread  and 
butter,  dare  not  put  their  views  in  print.  Our 
thanks  are  due  not  only  for  what  she  does,  but  for 
what  she  suffers  on  our  behalf.  It  is  grievous 
that  her  splendid  powers  have  still  to  be  expended 
in  needless  fight  for  bare  rights.  We  thought, 
when  the  Act  was  passed,  a  congenial  sphere  of 
constructive  organisation  lay  before  her,  and  we 
knew  what  integrity  and  ripe  judgment  she  would 
bring  to  the  task  and  confidently  hoped  great 
things. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Ellen  B.  Kingsford. 

Fallow  Corner,  N.  12. 

THE   NEW   FIGHT  FOR  JUSTICE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — It  is  with  the  utmost  indigna- 
tion that  I  read  in  The  British  Journal  of 
Nursing  of  the  reactionary  conduct  of  the ' '  strike  " 
section  of  the  General  Nursing  Council.  Disgust 
and  contempt  are  words  that  very  inadequately 
describe  what  all  honourable  minded  members  of 
the  Nursing  Profession  and  the  PubUc  must  feel 
on  reading  the  record  of  such  "  devious  "  policy. 

We  all  know  the  lady  against  whom  the  cabal 
in  the  General  Nursing  Council  are  working,  and 
hold  her  in  the  highest  veneration  and  affection. 
Personally  I  do  not  care  to  be  under  a  General 
Nursing  Council  of  which  she  is  not  a  member. 

One  of  my  thoughts  on  reading  an  account  of 
the  meeting  of  the  Registered  Nurses  ParUamentary 
Council  in  our  Journal  of  March  i8th,  and  of  that 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council  in  the  issue  of 
March  25th,  was  that  I  did  not  care  much  whether 
my  name  was  on  the  State  Register  or  not,  if  the 
conduct  of  affairs  was  not  in  the  hands  of  the  right 
people — meaning  of  course  our  professional  leaders 
— but  my  State  Certificate  has  just  been  returned 
from  being  framed,  and  I  have  changed  my  mind  ; 
for  on  it.  as  Chairman  of  the  Registration  Com  - 
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mittee,  is  the  name  of  our  great  leader  for  whom  I 
have  always  cherished  intense  loyalty,  admiration, 
and  affection,  and  chiefly  for  that  reason  I  shall 
treasure  my  State  Certificate. 

With  warmest  good  wishes  for  Success  in  the 
new  fight  for  justice. 

I  am,  Yours  sincerely, 

Emily  Dinnie, 
Registered  Nurse. 
A  GRAVE  INJUSTICE  TO  FEVER  NURSES. 
To  the  Editor  o/The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Madam, — I  am  writing  to  express  the  indigna- 
tion Fever  Nurses  feel,  at  the  removal  of  Miss 
Villiers  from  the  Education  Committee  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council. 

Seeing  that  Fever  Nursing  is  a  very  important 
factor  in  the  PubUc  Health  Department,  I  and  my 
colleagues  think  that  it  is  most  important  that 
we  retain  the  services  of  a  woman  like  Miss  VilUers. 
Who  more  capable  than  she  to  suggest  the 
standard  of  education  required  for  a  Fever  Nurse 
Probationer,  and  to  watch  our  interests  on  the 
Council  when  we  have  gained  our  certificate  ? 
Yours  faithfully, 

Catherine  Relihan, 

Fever  Nurse. 
South  Western  Fever  Hospital, 
Stockwell. 

KERNELS    FROM  CORRESPONDENCE. 

A  Breach  of  Faith  With  Nurses  on  English 
Register. 
Miss  Jean  Lawson. — "  Some  of  us  Scottish 
nurses  in  England  think  we  had  better  register  in 
Scotland,  as  the  standard  is  to  be  higher  than  in 
England.  We  don't  care  to  place  our  names  on 
a  Register  over  which  the  Council  has  no  practical 
supervision,  and  where  nursscs  can  be  admitted 
without  first-hand  documentary  evidence.  This 
new  Rule  is  a  distinct  breach  of  faith  with  nurses 
already  on  the  English  Register." 
In  the  Nursery  Eating  Curds  and  W^hey, 
A  Contemptible.- — "  In  the  years  to  come,  when 
we've  all  passed  over,  'twill  be  forgotten  who  ran 
with  the  hare  and  barked  with  the  hounds  ;  but 
Registration — your  imperial  vision,  and  all  that 
it  impUes — will  be  a  lasting  monument  to  the 
names  of  two  who  brought  real  spirit  into  the 
Nursing  World— Isla  Stewart  and  Ethel  Bedford 
Fenwick.  For  the  present  we  may  be  swamped 
by  filthy  lucre  =  "  Nation's  Fund ";  if  so, 
we'll  go  down,  like  Kiphng's  "  Jollies,"  to 
the  "  Birkenhead  Drill,"  as  women  who  consider 
their  profession  second  only  to  that  of  matrimony, 
and  not  to  be  used  as  a  rung  in  the  ladder  for 
climbers  to  "  Social  Success."  No  wonder  Lords 
Birkenhead- and  Buckmaster  speak  disparagingly 
of  our  sex  ;  look  at  present-day  Nurses.  Psycho- 
logically they  are  still  in  the  nursery  eating  curds 
and  whey ;  they  haven't  the  energy  to  run  away 
from  the  spider,  much  less  cultivate  the  great 
force  their  Creator  gave  them  as  women.  The 
essence  of  Love  is  Freedom,  and  what  woman 
exercising  such  failed  to  keep  her  husband  and 
her  sons  ?  " 


Professional  Damage  would  result  from 
Publicity. 

S.T.M.- — "  I  am  the  father  of  a  nurse  and  she 
often  consults  me  on  matters  of  business.  We  have 
read  the  reports  of  the  controversy  on  the  various 
matters  under  dispute  in  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  and  the  very  able  correspondence  which 
has  appeared  in  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing 
upon  it.  In  this  connection,  I  would  venture  to 
ask,  do  the  ladies  who  sign  their  names  hold 
hospital  appointments,  or  are  they  economically 
free  to  express  an  opinion  ?  How  about  Councillor 
Beatrice  Kent,  Mary  Burr,  Julia  Hurlston,  S.  J. 
Rossiter,  Ellen  B.  Kingsford,  Ethel  Pickering,  and 
Grace  S.  Hardy  ?  May  I  also  ask  if  letters  sent 
signed  with  a  nam  de  plume,  which  you  exclude, 
are  from  those  working  under  lay  authority— z.e.. 
Hospital  and  Infirmary  Boards  ?  This  is  an 
interesting  point.  From  reports  which  have 
reached  me,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  system  of  secret  communication  between 
Matrons  which  makes  or  mars  a  nurse's  career  is 
a  system  of  active  terrorism  which  Should  not  be 
permitted  in  any  profession— and  which  largely 
accounts  for  the  boasted  20,000  members  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  I  advised  my  daughter  to 
join  it,  as  I  felt  sure  she  would  be  discriminated 
against  at  her  training  school  if  she  did  not." 

[Only  one  of  the  nurses  named  is  working  in 
a  hospital,  the  others  are  free  from  economic 
control.  The  majority  of  the  letters  received 
signed  with  a  nom  de  plume  are  from  dependent 
nurses,  who  are  certainly  under  the  impression  that 
professional  damage  would  result  from  publicity. 
We  do  not  approve  of  the  "  advice  "  given  to  "  my 
daughter  "  by  our  correspondent ;  in  our  opinion, 
it  is  calculated  to  corrupt  her  integrity.- — Ed.] 

REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Several  private  nurses  have  written  to  us  to 
ask  what  professional  letters  they  may  legally 
print  on  their  cards  for  doctors  and  the  public. 

Our  reply  is  that  they  are  not  entitled  to  use 
any  "  letters."  Under  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Act  the  titles  in  full,  "  Registered  Nurse,"  "  Regis- 
tered Male  Nurse,"  "Registered  Sick  Children's 
Nurse,"  "  Registered  Mental  Nurse,"  and  "  Regis- 
tered Fever  Nurse,"  may  be  printed.  Under  the 
Midwives'  Act  the  legal  title  is  "  Certified  Midwife." 
The  use  of  the  letters  "  C.M.B."  has  been  refused. 
We  hope  the  letters  "  R.N."  will  be  allowed. 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

April  8th. — Detail  the  nursing  of  a  patient 
suffering  from  a  fractured  pelvis.  What  compUca- 
tions  must  be  looked  for,  and,  if  present,  reported 
to  the  surgeon  ? 

April  15th. — What  steps  would  you  take  as  a 
midwife  in  a  country  town  to  safeguard  the  health 
of  expectant  mothers  who  have  booked  you  to 
attend  them  when  their  babies  are  born  ? 


We  regret  we  cannot  award  a  prize  this  week. 
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THE  BRITISH  HOSPITAL  FOR  MOTHERS 


AND  BABIES,  WOOLWICH. 

Those  who  have  watched  with  sympathetic 
interest  the  foundation,  growth  and  aims  of  the 
British  Hospital  for  Mothers  and  Babies  at 
Woolwich  and  its  Training  School  for  Midwives, 
are  glad  that  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  last  week 
honoured  it  by  opening  the  new  building. 

It  was  a  disappointment  that  Princess  Christian, 
President  of  the  Hospital,  was  prevented  from 
being  present.  In  Her  Royal  Highness's  absence, 
the  Queen  was  received  by  the  Countess  of  Stam- 
ford, Vice-President  of  the  Hospital,  and  Mrs. 
Nevill  Hodgson,  Vice-Chairman,  the  Mayor,  the 
Town  Clerk  of  Woolwich,  Miss  Alice  Gregory,  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Hospital,  and  Mrs.  Parnell,  the 
Matron. 

There  was  a  Short  service  of  dedication,  and  then 
came  the  actual  opening  ceremony  by  Her  Majesty, 
with  the  words  ' '  I  have  great  pleasure  in  declaring 
this  hospital  for  mothers  and  babies  open,"  after 
which  a  sonnet  written  by  Sir  Richard  Temple, 
"  The  Greeting  of  the  Woolwich  Mothers  to  their 
Queen,"  illuminated  on  vellum,  was  offered  for  Her 
Majesty's  acceptance.  The  presentation  of  purses 
which  followed  was  a  pretty  ceremony,  and  then 
the  Queen  made  a  tour  of  inspection  of  the  building 
and  expressed  cordial  approval  of  the  arrangements. 

Before  leaving  Her  Majesty  took  tea  in  the 
Matron's  room. 

CENTRAL  MIDWIVES*  BOARD. 

A  meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  was 
held  at  the  Offices,  i,  Dartmouth  Street,  West- 
minster, S.W.,  on  Thursday,  March  23rd,  Sir 
Francis  Champneys,  Bart,  presiding. 

Report  of  Standing  Committee. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee the  applications  of  the  following  midwives 
for  approval  as  teachers  were  granted  : — Midwives 
Gertrude  Louise  Burnett  (No.  48,282),  AUce 
Maria  Moxhey  (No.  19,207),  Dorothy  Rigby 
(No.  53.384). 

Falsified  Certificates  of  Birth. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  presentation,  by  two 
candidates  for  examination,  of  certificates  of  birth 
which  had  been  tampered  with. 

It  was  decided  in  one  case  that  the  candidate  be 
not  admitted  to  any  examination  of  the  Board 
prior  to  that  of  December,  1922,  and  to  admit  the 
other  to  the  forthcoming  examination. 

Admission  to  the  Roll, 
Applications  were  considered  from  two  Irish 
midwives  to  be  certified  by  the  Board  under 
Section  10  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1918,  by  reason  of 
holding  the  Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  for  Ireland,  obtained  in  virtue  of  the 
possession  of  the  Certificate  of  the  Coombe  Hospi- 


tal, Dublin,  obtained  after  training  and  examina- 
tion by  that  hospital,  »^   j 
On  the  recommendation  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee it  was  resolved  : — 

That  the  standard  of  training  undergone  by  the 
above  women  at  the  Coombe  Hospital,  Dublin, 
and  the  examination  at  that  hospital  passed  by 
them,  and  accepted  by  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  for  Ireland,  being  equivalent  to  the  standard 
adopted  by  the  Board,  their  names  be  entered  on 
the  Midwives'  Roll,  and  a  certificate  granted  to 
each  of  them  on  payment  of  the  fee  of  one  guinea, 
in  accordance  Avith  the  terms  of  the  Midwives 
Act,  1918,  Section  10. 

The  Standing  Committee  also  reported  that, 
in  conformity  with  the  Board's  Resolution  of 
July  25th,  1918,  the  Secretary  had  placed  on  the 
Roll  the  names  of  two  Scottish  Midwives,  holding 
a  certificate  of  having  passed  the  examination  of 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Scotland. 
Voluntary  Removal  from  the  Roll, 

The  application  of  three  midwives  for  the 
removal  of  their  names  from  the  Roll  on  the 
grounds  of  ill-health  and  old  age  were  granted 
and  the  Secretary  directed  to  remove  their  names 
from  the  Roll  of  Midwives  and  to  cancel  their 
certificates. 

Revision  of  Lists. 

The  Lists  of  Examiners  and  of  Lecturers  sub- 
mitted by  the  Secretary  were  approved  for  the 
year  ensuing  April  ist,  1922. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee the  List  of  Institutions,  Homes  and  Mid- 
wives  at  which,  and  under  whom  pupil  nurses  may 
be    trained,    submitted    by    the    Secretary    was 
approved  for  the  year  ensuing  April  ist,  1922. 

It  was  decided  that  one  midwife  be  not  re- 
approved  as  a  teacher  of  pupil  midwives. 


PRACTICAL    GRATITUDE, 

In  answer  to  a  letter  from  the  proprietor  of  the 
Shetland  News,  requesting  information  on  behalf 
of  his  wife  and  child,  the  Matron  of  "  The  Mother- 
craft  Training  School,"  London,  we  are  informed, 
wrote  summarising  Dr.  Truby  King's  methods 
and  indicating  the  Une  of  treatment  adopted 
by  him.  As  usual,  when  these  methods  are  care- 
fully followed,  success  is  ensured  and  resulted 
in  Mr.  Manson  offering  the  Matron  one-and-a-half 
columns  weekly  in  his  valuable  paper  to  spread 
what  he  rightly  considered  matter  of  vital  import- 
ance for  the  parents  of  the  Empire.  The  articles 
written  for  this  paper  have  since  been  published 
by  cordial  consent  in  other  Scottish  papers,  and, 
we  hear,  are  also  to  appear  in  the  South  African 
press,  Mr.  Manson  has  just  cause  to  pride  himself 
on  being  the  first  newspaper  propri3tor  in  Great 
Britain  to  offer  space — and  space  in  a  prominent 
part  of  his  weekly^ — for  matter  the  importance  of 
which  is  only  too  little  understood. 
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EDITORIAL. 

THE     LABOUR    MOVEMENT    AND    THE 
HOSPITAL    CRISIS. 

In  a  closely  reasoned  pamphlet,  entitled 
*'  The  Labour  Movement  and  the  Hospital 
Crisis  :  A  Scheme  for  a  Hospital  Service,"  the 
Labour  Party  puts  forward  a  complete  and 
well-thought-out  scheme  for  the  future  organi- 
sation of  a  Hospital  Service. 

1.  The  Labour  Movement,  recognising  the 
importance  of  health  to  individual  and  national 
well-being,  considers  that  all  hospitals,  both 
special  and  general,  together  with  allied  insti- 
tutions, should  be  so  organised  under  one 
authority  as  to  form  the  foundation  on  which 
a  complete  hospital  system  for  the  nation,  with 
sufficient  accommodation  to  deal  with  all  cases 
requiring  institutional  treatment,  can  be  built. 

2.  It  would  establish  treatment  centres  in 
outlying  districts,  local  or  cottage  hospitals 
in  the  smaller  towns,  one  or  more  county  hos- 
pitals conveniently  situated  in  each  public 
health  area,  and  national  hospitals  in  London 
and  Edinburgh  and  other  University  Towns. 

3.  It  would  organise  intimate  co-operation 
between  all  the  hospitals  in  each  public  health 
area,  and  also  between  them  and  the  nearest 
national  hospital.  It  would  make  arrange- 
ments for  easy  and  rapid  transference  of 
patients  from  one  hospital  to  another,  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  and  requirements  of  the  case. 

4.  It  would  organise  intimate  co-operation 
between  the  medical  staffs  of  the  various  hos- 
pitals and  also  between  them  and  general  prac- 
titioners, making  the  participation  of  the  latter 
an  essential  feature  of  the  hospital  scheme. 

5.  It  would  provide  the  health  authorities 
with  sufficient  beds  under  their  own  control  to 
deal  with  all  patients  for  whom  they  have 
already  undertaken  the  responsibility  (patients 
suffering  from  tuberculosis  or  venereal  dis- 
eases ;  children  from  the  school  clinics ;  mothers 
and  infants  from  the  maternity  and  child  wel- 
fare centres;  and  adults  under  the  National 
Health  Insurance  scheme). 

6.  It  would  introduce  the  necessary  legisla- 
tion for  the  transference  of  the  Poor  Law 
Infirmaries  from  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  to 


the  Local  Health  Authorities,  thus  placing  at 
their  disposal  many  beds  now  vacant.  It  would 
remodel  these  infirmaries,  where  necessary, 
equipping  them  and  conducting  them  in  every 
way  on  the  lines  of  the  best  existing  General 
Hospitals. 

7.  It  would  give  Voluntary  Hospitals  the 
option  of  being  taken  over  by  the  health 
authorities  entirely,  of  remaining  on  a  volun- 
tary basis  entirely,  or  of  receiving  grants  from 
public  funds  conditional  on  efficiency  and  the 
representation  of  the  local  health  authority  on 
the  boards  of  management.  It  would  secure 
close  co-operation  between  those  remaining  on 
a  voluntary  basis  and  the  public  hospitals. 

8.  It  would  relieve  pressure  on  hospital  beds 
in  the  cities  and  towns  by  acquiring  convales- 
cent homes  in  the  country,  into  which  should 
be  admitted  cases  of  threatened  breakdown, 
and  patients  no  longer  requiring  hospital  treat- 
ment, but  not  sufficiently  recovered  to  return 
home. 

9.  It  would  establish  free  dental  clinics  con- 
nected with  all  hospitals,  believing  that  super- 
vision and  treatment  of  the  teeth  are  essential 
to  health. 

10.  It  would  also  arrange  a  scheme  for  visit- 
ing nurses  and  home  helps  in  connection  with 
the  hospital  system,  and  lays  special  stress  on 
the  importance  of  skilled  supervision  and  after- 
care of  patients  who  have  recovered,  or  par- 
tially recovered,  from  illness. 

11.  It  would  make  all  public  hospitals  free 
and  open  to  everyone  who  would  be  likely  to 
derive  benefit  from  institutional  treatment. 

12.  While  doing  this  it  would  insist  on  the 
treatment  offered  being  equal  to  that  of  the 
best  Voluntary  Hospitals  in  efficiency. 

13.  It  would  endeavour  to  forestall  the 
necessity  for  so  many  hospital  beds  by  a  for- 
ward social  policy  generally,  and  in  particular 
by  establishing  a  "national  minimum,"  by 
abolishing  all  slums,  and  by  undertaking  a 
comprehensive  housing  scheme. 

That  is  the  scheme  in  broad  outline,  but  the 
pamphlet  should  be  read  in  its  entirety.  It 
may  be  obtained  from  the  office  of  the  Labour 
Party,  33,  Eccleston  Square,  S.W.i  ;  price  is. 
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OUR     PRIZE   COMPETITION. 


DETAIL    THE    NURSING    OF    A    PATIENT  SUFFERING 
FROM    A    FRACTURED     PELVIS        WHAT    COMPLICA- 
TIONS   MUST    BE     LOOKED    FOR.    AND     IF    PRESENT 
REPORTED  To  THE  SURGEON? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Mrs.  G.  Firth  Scott,  Ladbroke  Grove, 
W.io. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Fortunately  cases  of  fractured  pelvis  are 
somewhat  rare,  as  the  condition  is  a  very 
critical  one  to  nurse.  Falling"  from  a  heig^ht, 
crushes,  or  in  rare  instances  other  accidents 
causes  fracture  of  one  or  more  of  the  pelvic 
bones.  A  dislocation  of  the  pubic  joint  is  not 
unknown,  and  for  all  practical  purposes  is 
nursed  as  a  fractured  pelvis.  The  patient  is 
kept  flat  in  bed  with  fracture  boards  below 
the  mattress,  the  latter  being  very  carefully 
protected  by  mackintosh  from  accidental  soil- 
ing. Any  lifting-  must  be  upwards,  and  not 
from  side  to  side,  or  half  up.  Nurses  should 
stand  on  each  side  of  patient,  and  clasp  their 
hands  beneath  the  shoulders  and  just  below 
the  buttocks  and  raise  gently,  keeping 
patient's  pelvis  in  a  straight  line.  Another 
assistant  attends  to  the  bed  or  toilet  as  the 
case  may  be.  Ustially  the  legs  are  tied  tc 
gether  for  the  first  few  weeks,  as  the  pelvic 
bones  must  be  kept  rigidly  at  rest  and  free 
from  strain.  The  patient  should  have  a  very 
nourishing-  but  digestible  diet,  in  which  raw 
fruit  should  have  a  prominent  place,  not  only 
because  it  maintains  a  daily  "  B.O.,"  but  for 
the  vitamines  it  contains  and  the  mineral  salts. 
The  feet  and  leg's  will  need  keeping-  warm  by 
means  of  hot  bottles,  and  probably  bed  socks 
also,  the  circulation  being  very  restricted 
owing  to  position  and  lack  of  movement.  If 
there  has  been  a  bone-g-rafting-  operation,  of 
course  both  the  main  pelvic  wound  and  the 
operation  wound  caused  by  removing-  a  bone 
for  grafting  need  the  usual  aseptic  surgical 
care,  but  on  this  each  surg-eon  gives  his  own 
directions.  Pain  will  be  extremely  severe 
during  the  first  week,  and  hypodermics  of 
some  hypnotic  drug"  will  probably  be  ordered. 

The  complications  are  :  (i)  Sepsis  of  original 
or  secondary  wounds;  (2)  sore  back,  heels,  or 
shoulders;  (3)  thrombosis  of  femoral  or  other 
large  vessels ;  (4)  peritonitis ;  (5)  inability  to 
micturate  in  prone  position ;  (6)  digestive 
crouibles;  (7)  stiffness  of  knee  joints  or  flatfoot 
as  a  result  of  legfs  tied  tog-ether  and  motion- 
less ;  (8)  sores  in  groins,  or  in  women  swelling 
and  soreness  of  external  genitals. 

(i)  Sepsis  of  either  wound  should,  of  course, 


never  occur,  but  if  there  is  any  suspicion  of  it 
the  surgeon  should  be  at  once  informed. 

(2)  Bedsores  can  be  prevented  only  by  ex- 
treme watchfulness  and  care  on  the  nursie's 
part.  The  back  will  require  gfently  rubbings 
with  spirit  of  witch-hazel,  and  then  powdering^ 
twice  daily  and  whenever  the  bedpan  is  used. 
The  heels  and  shoulders  also.  The  sheets  kept 
smooth  and  free  from  crumbs. 

(3)  Thrombosis,  or  a  coagulation  of  blood 
in  one  of  the  veins,  usually  of  the  lower  ex- 
tremity, must  be  suspected  if  the  leg^  swells, 
the  vein  becomes  tender  to  touch,  or  the 
patient  complains  of  a  dull  ache  in  the  limb, 
varied  by  "  shooting"  pains  along  the  course 
of  the  vessels.  The  surgeon  will  order  treat- 
ment, but  absolute  rest  of  the  limb  is  essential. 

(4)  Peritonitis  may  follow  sepsis  of  pelvic 
wound,  or  an  injury  to  the  peritoneum  itself 
by  a  piece  of  the  fractured  bone. 

(5)  Difficult  micturition  may  be  eased  by 
placing  a  bedpan  ("Perfection"  shape  for 
preference)  containing  boiling-  hot  water  be- 
neath patient  and  letting  warm  water  trickle 
over  the  vulva,  or  placing^  a  warm  wet  pad 
over  the  bladder.  China  tea  and  barley  water 
may  also  be  given  in  larg-e  quantities. 

(6)  Chiefly  caused  by  proneness  and  lack  of 
exercise. 

(7)  Avoid  weight  of  bedding-  over  the  feet, 
and,  as  soon  as  surgeon  permits.,  massage 
joints  with  olive  oil. 

(8)  Only  prevented  by  meticulous  (pace  Sir 
A.  Mond  in  House  of  Commons  debate  !)  care 
and  cleanliness  on  the  part  of  those  responsible 
for  nursing-  the  case. 

These  cases  are  great  tests  of  the  nurse's 
ability,  and  are  difficult  in  many  ways.  For 
the  patient  they  are  a  very  severe  ordeal,  and 
take  many  months  to  recover  from,  even  in 
favourable  circumstances. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following-  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  H.  Ballard,  Miss  J. 
Robinson,  Miss  James,  Miss  I.  MacGregor. 

Miss  Ballard  writes: — "Shock  will  be 
present  to  some  extent,  and  may  need  treat- 
ment before  much  else  can  be  done.  Warmth 
applied  by  hot-water  bottles  well  protected,  and 
blankets,  saline  intravenouisly,  willi  probably 
disturb  patient  less  than  any  other  treatment ; 
and  stimulants  may  be  ordered  according  to 
severity  of  shock." 

QUESTION   FOR     NEXT    WEEK. 

What  steps  would  you  take  as  a  midwife  in 
a  country  town  to  safeguard  the  health  of 
expectant  mothers  who  have  booked  you  to 
help  them  when  their  babies  are  born  ? 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


Dr.  E.  W.  Goodall,  Medical  Superintendent 
of  the  North- Western  Fever  Hospital,. has  been 
appointed  Chairman  of  the  Reg-istration  Com- 
mittee of  the  General  Niirsing-  Council  in  place 
of  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick.  A  medical  oligarchy 
is  rapidly  being*  established  in  the  Council. 
The  Council  Chair  and  the  chairs  of  thiree  of 
the  most  important  Standing  Committees  have 
now  been  allotted  to  medical  men.  Hou^  about 
self-government  for  the  Nursingf  Profession? 
The  College  Matrons  who  are  encouraging  this 
depreciation  of  our  status  in  our  own  Govern- 
ing Body  are  proving  themselves  our  enemies 
indeed.  Nothing  can  he  more  indefensible  than 
to  crush  out  the  justifiable  aspirations  of  poorly 
paid  professional  women,  such  as  trained 
nurses  are.  And  men  have  no  right  to  wield 
unlimited  power  in  women's  corporations  for 
which  women  pay.  There  is  a  sound  old 
proverb  to  this  effect. 


The  first  disastrous  result  of  placing  a 
medical  man,  instead  of  a  Registered  Nurse, 
in  the  Chair  of  the  Registration  Committee  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council  will  be  that  the 
Certificates  authorising  members  of  the 
Nursing  Profession  to  use  the  title  of  "  Regis- 
tered Nurse  "  will  be  issued,  sig-ned  by  two 
medical  men,  and  without  the  signature  of  a 
nurse-member  of  the  General  Nursing  Council, 
which  was  secured  by  placing  a  Registered 
Nurse -in  the  Chair  of  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee. This  is  a  most  serious  depreciation  of 
the  recognition  of  Nursing  as  a  legally  con- 
stituted  profession.  A  Certificate  of  Training 
from  a  hospital  which  omits  the  signature  of 
the  Matron  is  universally  discredited,  and  little 
valued  in  the  nursing  world ;  and  the  monopoly 
of  power  on  our  Registration  Committee  by 
a  medical  man  deprives  the  Nursing  Profession 
of  rightful  recognition  by  substituting  a 
medical  for  a  nursing  signature. 

Moreover,  just  at  present  the  Registration 
Committee  has  under  consideration  the  ques- 
tion of  the  uniform  for  a  Registered  Nurse  ! 
Are  we  living  in  the  twentieth  century  or  not? 
We  feel  sure  our  readers  will  appreciate  the 
indignity  of  the  whole  situation. 


Replying^  to  the  toast  of  his  health  at  a 
luncheon  given  at  the  Guildhall,  recently, 
by  Mr.  A.  Stanley-Stone,  chairman  of  the 
Bridge  House  Estates  Committee,  to  his  col- 


leag^ues,  the  Lord  Mayor  said  that  a  Lx>rd 
Mayor  was  often  asked  to  assist  in  the  re- 
building of  various  institutions,  but  on  the 
previous  day  the  Lady  Mayoress  (a  certificated 
Bart,  's  nurse)  had  been  asked  by  the  governors 
of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  to  take  part  in 
the  destruction  of  a  building.  The  governors 
had  decided  to  demolish  the  present  nurses' 
quarters,  and  replace  them  with  a  more 
modern  structure.  "  The  Lady  Mayoress  has 
been  asked,"  added  the  Lord  Mayor,  " — and 
I  believe  she  is  going  to  do  it — to  mount  the 
chimney  stack  of  the  old  building-,  and  take  off 
the  first  brick  in  connection  with  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  structure.  And  I  am  going  up  to 
support  her,"  concluded  the  Lord  Mayor,  amid 
cheers. 


On  Tuesday  afternoon  the  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Paiddington  and  St.  Marylebone  District 
Nursing-  Association  was  held  at  the  Home, 
117,  Sutherland  Avenue,  Maida  Vale,  the 
chairman  being  Mr.  E.  B.  Turner,  F.R.C.S., 
ex-Chairman  of  the  Execative  Committee  of 
the  Central  Council  for  District  Nursing  in 
London.  The  speakers  were  the  Rev.  Charles 
Knight,  Vicar  of  Holy  Trinity  Church',  Pad- 
dington ;  Dr.  Charles  Porter,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  .St.  Marylebone;  and  Dr. 
Reginald  Dudfield,  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  Paddington,  who  spoke  warmly  of  the  g^ood 
work  accomplished  by  Miss  Marsters  and  her 
staff.  Tea  after  the  meeting  was  a  pleasant 
function  which  was  much  enjoyed,  and  the 
friends  of  the  Home  took  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  and  admiring  its  arrangements. 


As  will  be  seen  from  our  advertisement  pag^es, 
the  Matronship  of  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Pad- 
dington, is  now  vacant.  The  hospital  is  one  of 
the  twelve  large  London  Hospitals  with  Medical 
Schools  attached,  and  there  is  also  a  large 
Nurse-Training  School',  so  that  the  position  is 
one  of  considleralble  importance. 


On  pag-e  ii  of  our  cover  will  be  found  a 
picture  of  the  beautiful  drawing-room  at  the 
Club  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association, 
194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.7.  The  Club  is  well 
situated  close  to  Kensington  Gardens,  the 
Albert  Hall,  and  High  Street,  Kensington.  For 
further  particulars,  application  shouldl  be  made 
to  the  Secretary  at  the  above  address,  who  will 
be  pleased  to  g'ive  every  information. 


Viscountess    Novar    of    Raith    is    evidently 
keeping  up  her  interest  in  skilled  nursing,  and. 
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as  Chairman  of  the  Fife  County  Nursing 
Association,  explained  at  a  recent  meeting-  at 
Cupar  a  comprehensive  scheme  for  providing 
Queen's  Nurses  for  a  complete  domiciliary 
service  over  the  whole  county  ;  they  aimed  at 
a  minimum  of  65  nurses.  Finance  was,  of 
course,  of  immediate  importance. 

Lady  Novar  explained  that  there  had  been 
great  developments  in  the  county  since  they 
last  met.  It  was  satisfactory  that  the  simi  of 
;£'5,ooo  had  been  handed  to  the  Association 
by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society.  In  the  year 
1918  over  ;^35,ooo  had  been  subscribed  to  the 
Red  Cross,  and  as  the  war  had  ceased  that 
year,  the  money  was  refunded  to  the  various 
Associations.  That  was  Fife's  share  of  the 
refund.  Sir  Michael  Nairn  had  handed  over  a 
nice  cottage  in  Kirkcaldy,  easily  accessible 
from  the  station, 
for  the  use  of 
the  lady  superin- 
tendent  of 
the  Association, 
Miss  Watt,  and 
he  had  added 
further  to  his 
generosity  by 
having  the  cot- 
tage papered 
and  painted. 
Miss  Watt  had 
made  a  thorough 
survey  of  the 
county,  and  had 
been  greatly 
helped  by  the 
Vice-Presidents, 
who  had  given 
her  transport, 
and,  where 
necessary, 
hospitality. 

We  hope  "  Queen's  Nurses'  "  standards  will 
be  maintained,  so  that  Fife  and  other  counties 
in  Scotland  will  in  time  appoint  Registered 
Nurses  only  for  the  service  of  the  sick. 


Our  readers  will  note  from  the  little  snap- 
shot on  this  page  that  the  Florence  Night- 
ingale School  for  Nurses  at  Bag-atelle,  Bor- 
deaux— the  gift  of  American  Nurses — is  near- 
ing  completion,  and  there  is  a  hope  that  it  may 
be  ready  for  an  opening  ceremony  on  May 
1 2th,  for  which  we  have  received  a  most  kind 
invitation  we  sincerely  regret  it  is  not  possible 
to  accept.  We  are  glad  to  know  that  Dr. 
Anna  Hamilton,  Directress,  is  recovered  some- 
what from  her  serious  illness,  and  well  enough 
to  be  planting  a  garden  which  is  to  provide 
the  Home  and  Hospital  with  all  vegetables  and 
fruit  required.  That  is  a  tall  order  when  we 
think  how  deliciously  vegetables  and  fruits  are 
served  in  France. 


Miss    Charlotte    R.     Mill,     formerly     Lady 


The  proposal  to  establish  a  Nursing  Council 
for  Registration  in  Northern  Ireland  (Ulster) 
does  not  meet  withi  much  favour  with  Irish 
nurses,  especicilly  those  working  near  the 
border;  but  we  note  that  Dr.  Robert  Henry, 
Comber,  wants  all  the  authority  in  the  matter 
possible.  He  is  not  enamoured  of  Dublin 
officialdom,  and  wishes  to  keep  both  salaries 
and  control  in  their  own  sphere.  Everyone 
seems  to  forget  that  "  the  nurses  pay  "  for 
these  Nursing  Councils,  and  should  retain 
power  in  their  own  hands. 


ECOLB  FLORENCE  NiaHTINQALE,  BAGATELLE,  BORDEAUX. 


Superintendent  of  St.  George's  Hospital, 
Bombay,  writes  us  re  Registration  in  India  : — 
"We  had  Registration  for  many  years  in  the 
Bombay  Presidency,  where  the  Rules  are  quite 
•Strict.  Registration  was  not  general  through- 
out the  Presidencies,  but  they  hoped  to  get  it. 
I  hope  that  many  Indian  nurses  will  join.  I 
am  so  glad  they  can,  foir  the  training  is  very 
good,  and  it  will  encourage  them  so  much  to 
know  they  can  register  in  England.  I  hope 
that  it  will  be  made  quite  clear  to  them  that 
they  can  do  this.  ...  If  you  write  again  to 
India  do  impress  upon  the  authorities  to 
inform  the  nurses  who  are  already  trained  and 
registered  there  to  register  at  once.  There  is 
often  much  delay." 
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THE  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE 
STATE  REGISTRATION  OF  NURSES. 

A  Meeting  of  the  Central  Committee  for  the 
State  Registration  of  Nurses  was  held  at 
429,  Strand,  W.C.,  on  Saturday,  April  ist, 
at  2.30  p.m.  Miss  Helen  L.  Pearsie  was  in 
the  Chair. 

The  following  Nurses'  Organisations  were 
represented  :  The  Royal  British  Nurses'  Asso- 
ciation, the  Matrons'  Council  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  the  Registered  Nurses'  Parlia- 
mentary Council,  the  Fever  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion, and  the  National  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses.  Apologies  were  received  from  dele- 
gates of  the  Scottish  Nursesi'  Association  and 
Irish  Nurses'  Association  at  inability  to  attend. 

Record  of  Certificates  Secured. 

The  correspondence  between  the  Committee 
and  the  Minister  of  Health  on  the  question  of 
depriving  Registered  Nurses  of  the  record  of 
their  Certificates  on  the  State  Register  was 
read.  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  Hon.  Secretary, 
reported  that  an  amended  First  Schedule  pro- 
viding for  the  record  of  Certificates  was  pro- 
posed by  her,  and  agreed  to  by  the  General 
Nursing  Council  at  its  meeting  on  February 
3rd.  This  amended  Schedule  had  been  signed 
by  the  Minister,  and  agreed  to  by  Parliament, 
so  that  the  prompt  action  of  the  Free  Nurses' 
organisations  had  averted  a  very  grave 
injury  to  Existing  and  Intermediate  Certifi- 
cated Nurses,  advocated  by  Miss  Cox-Davies, 
Miss  Dowbiggin,  Miss  Peterkin,  and  Dr. 
Goodall. 

This  announcement  was  received  with  ap- 
plause. 

Ejection  OF  the  Committee's  Nominees  from 
THE  Registration  Committee  and  the 
Education  Committee,  General  Nursing 
Council. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  presented  a  Report.  It 
dealt  with  the  policy  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  in  framing  two  new  Rules — (i)  9  (a), 
with  the  object  of  admitting  to  the  Register 
members  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  as 
second-hand  entrants,  excusing  such  entrants 
from  producing  documentary  evidence  of  their 
professional  qualifications  to  the  Council,  thus 
risking  the  correctness  of  the  Register,  and 
together,  by  special  Instruction  from  the 
Council,  giving  the  Registrar  power  to 
"  pass  "  such  applicants  for  registration  with- 
out any  investigation  by  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee. 

And  (2)  43  (2)  designed  to  eject  two  of  the 
nominees  of  the  Central  Committee  from  office 


on  the  Standing  Committees  of  the  Council — 
a  policy  which  had  been  ruthlessly  put  into 
force.  At  the  Meeting  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  held  on  March  17th  Mrs.  Fenwick  had 
been  (by  secret  ballot)  removed  from  the 
Registration  Committee,  and  a  laywoman  sub- 
stituted, and  Miss  Susan  Villiers  had  been 
ejected  from  the  Education  and  Examination 
Committee  and  a  laywoman  substituted,  thus 
depriving  Fever  Nurses  of  expert  representa- 
tion on  the  Committee,  as  provided  for  in  the 
Schedule  of  the  Act  for  the  Constitution 
Off  the  Council,  which  states  that  "The 
Minister,  in  making  appointments  under  this 
provision,  shall  have  regard  to  the  desirability 
of  including  in  the  Council  persons  having 
experience  in  the  various  forms  of  nursing  "— 
a  provision  honourably  fulfilled  by  Dr.  Addi- 
son when  he  appointed  Miss  Villiers,  an  ex- 
pert, to  represent  the  exceedingly  important 
branch  of  Fever  Nursing  on  the  Council. 

The  indignation  of  many  members  present 
was  expressed,  and  the  Report  was  warmly 
acclaimed  and  adopted,  and  it  was  directed 
that  it  should  be  placed  on  the  Minutes. 

Resolutions. 

The  following  Resolutions  were  unani- 
mously adopted,  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  was 
directed  to  forward  copies  to  the  Minister  of 
Health,  to  the  Chairman  of  the  General  Nurs- 
ing Council,  and  certain  members  of  Parlia- 
ment and  organs  of  the  press  : — 
Resolution  I. 

That  this  meeting  desires  to  recordTits  warm 
approval  of  the  policy  of  its  nominees  on  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales, 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  and  Miss  S.  Villiers,  and  to 
offer  them  a  very  cordial  vote  of  thanks  for  the 
firm  stand  they  have  taken  in  protecting  the 
best  interests  of  nurses,  and  the  prestige  of  the 
Nursing  Profession  during  the  recent  crisis  in 
theX^ouncil.  -  t 

Furthermore  the  Meeting  desires  to  express  its 
strong  disapproval  of  the  methods  by  which  the 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  Council  agreed  to 
deprive  Mrs.  Fenwick  and  Miss  Villiers  of  office 
on  the  Registration  and  Education  Committees 
of  the  Council,  and  the  profession  of  their  in- 
valuable expert  services,  and  calls  upon  the 
Minister  of  Health  to  make  a  searching  enquiry 
into  the  whole  conduct  of  business  by  the  General 
Nursing  Council. 

Resolution  II. 
That  this  Meeting  has  learned  with  indignation 
of  the  threat  made  by  the  Minister  of  Health  in 
the  House  of  Commons  on  Wednesday,  March  22nd, 
that  if  new  Rules,  obnoxious  to  large  numbers 
of  nurses  were  not  agreed,  he  would  move  the 
repeal  of  the  Nuraes'  Registration  Act  for  England 
and  Wales. 
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Further  this  meeting  respectfully  informs  the 
Minister  of  Health  that  the  Central  Committee 
for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses  will  resist, 
by  every  means  in  its  power,  any  attempt  to 
deprive  the  Nursing  Profession  of  the  legal  status 
and  other  privileges  granted  to  them  by  Parlia- 
ment. 

FEVER  MATRONS  ADDRESS  THE 
MINISTER  OF  HEALTH. 

We  learn  that  the  Matrons  ot  the  Metropolitan 
Asylums  Board  supported  by  the  Matrons  of  Fever 
Hospitals  outside  its  jurisdiction,  have  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  Minister  of  Health  on  the  disastrous 
results  of  the  reorganisation  of  the  Standing 
Committees  of  the  General  Nursing  Council,  in  so 
far  as  the  interests  of  Fever  Nurses  are  concerned, 
on  the  Education  and  Examination  Committee. 
From  this  important  Committee  Miss  Villiers, 
expert  in  Fever  nursing,  has  been  eliminated  and 
a  laywoman  elected  in  her  place  Fever  Nurses 
naturally  resent  this  action  of  the  majority  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council,  and  have  invited  the 
serious  consideration  of  the  Minister  of  Health  to 
this  grave  injury  to  their  important  branch  of 
nursing. 

MEETING  OF  FRbE  NURSES' 
ORGANISATIONS. 

Don't  omit  to  attend  the  Open  Meeting"  con- 
vened by  the  Free  Nurses'  Orgfanisations,  at 
II,  Chiandos  .Street,  Cavendish  Square,  on 
Saturday,  April  8th,  at  5  p.m.  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  will  make  a  Statement  on  the 
policy  of  the  minority  on  the  General  Nursingf 
Council,  and  on  the  many  mis-statements 
madle  in  Parliament  and  elsewhere  concern- 
ing: it,  and  a.  Resolution  will  be  movetl 
pledgfing-  the  Free  Nurses  to  demand  and 
work  for  "  Self-government  for  Reg'istered 
Nurses  l>y  Registered  Nurses."  As  Miss 
Rosisiter  reminds  uis  in  her  admirable 
letter  in  another  ooluimn,  "  nurses  are  free, 
enfranchised  women  with  a  duty  to  the  com- 
munity first,  and  next  to  their  professiion ;  and 
in  the  immediate  future  lies  their  gfoJden  oppor- 
tunity." Until  our  profession  wrenches  itself 
free  from  the  demoralisingf  tyranny  of  which 
we  have  had  an  astounding-  exhibition  in  the 
General  Nursing-  Council  of  late,  the  lives  and 
status  of  nursels  are  not  worth;  a  row  of  pins. 
We  are  not  to  be  intimidated  by  an  unconstitu- 
tional majority,  and  this  can  only  be  proved  by 
unflinching-  resistance  to  their  methods.  Our 
post-bag"  proves  the  intense  feeling"  aroused 
by  recent  eventsi  in  the  ranks  of  nurses 
free  from  economic  pressure.  Now  is  the  time 
to  show  ourselves!  insipired  by  professional  iself- 
respect. 


THE  REGISTERED  NURSES' 
PARLIAMENTARY  COUNCIL. 

Councillor  Beatrice  Kent,  the  President  of  the 
R.N.P.C,  conveyed  the  thanks  of  the  Council  to 
Major  Barnett  and  the  Members  of  Parliament 
who  voted  for  his  Motion  on  March  22nd  last. 
She  addressed  the  following  letter  to  membei^s  who 
voted  against  it.  Some  interesting  replies  have 
been  received  :• — ■ 

Sir, — I  deeply  regret  to  note  that,  on  March  22  nd 
last,  you  voted  in  the  House  of  Commons  against 
Major  Barnett's  motion  praying  His  Majesty  to  annul 
two  new  Rules  signed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  on 
behalf  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and 
Wales.  I  feel  sure  that  had  you  realised  the  methods 
by  which  these  Rules  have  been  thrust  upon  the 
Nursing  Profession  of  this  country,  and  the  opening 
for  tyrannical  control  which  they  provide,  you  would 
have  hesitated  to  inflict  further  disabilities  upon  a 
class  of  professional  women  to  whom  the  public  ewe 
protection,  and  who  are  zdready  sufficiently  oppressed. 

The  members  of  my  Council  strongly  resent  the 
threat  made  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  the  Minister 
of  Health,  that,  in  the  event  of  the  Rules  being  rejected, 
he  would  move  the  repeal  of  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Act,  granted  to  British  Nurses  by  the  King,  Lords 
and  Commons  of  this  Realm. 

I  am  Sir, 
Yours  faithfully, 

Beatrice  Kent. 
President. 


THE    PROFESSIONAL    UNION    OF 
TRAINED    NURSES. 

At  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Professional 
Union  of  Trained  Nurses,  held  on  March  31st, 
1922,  a  great  deal  of  business  was  got  through, 
and  various  resolutions  passed. 

VOTES  OF  THANKS. 

To  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  with  Acclamation  : 

"  That  this  Union  of  Free  Nurses,  wishes  to 
express  to  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  its  very  great 
gratitude  for  the  firm  stand  she  has  taken  on  their 
behalf  on  the  General  Nursing  Council.  They 
fully  realise  that  but  for  The  British  Journal 
OF  Nursing,  the  record  of  their  certificates 
might  have  been  taken  from  them  without  their 
knowing  it,  until  too  late  to  protest.  They  are 
also  most  indignant  that  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick, 
the  only  real  expert  in  Nursing  affairs  on  the 
Registration  Committee,  should  have  been  turned 
off  to  give  place  to  a  lay  woman,  who  has  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  nursing  quaUfications, 
They  bind  themselves  to  do  their  utmost  to 
hasten  the  time  when  the  General  Nursing  Council 
has  no  member  upon  it  who  is  not  a  Registered 
Nurse." 

To    Major    Barnett,    Mr.    James    Wilson, 

Mr.  Richardson,  Captain  Elliot,  and  Mr. 

Spencer  : — 

"  That  this  Union  of  Working  Nurses  wishes  to 

thank     most     gratefully.     Major     Barnett     (who 

moved),    Mr.     James    Wilson     (who    seconded). 
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and  Mr.  Richardson,  Captain  Elliot,  and  Mr. 
Spencer  (who  supported)  the  humble  Address  to 
His  Majesty  the  King  in  the  House  of  Commons 
bn  March  22nd,  1922  They  have  proved  that 
the  days  of  chivalry  have  not  yet  passed." 

To  THE  •  Parliamentary  Secretary  of  the 
Labour  Party,  who  was  never  too  Busy 
TO  Help  : — 

"  That  this  Union  of  Trained  NurSes  wishes 
to  express  itb  very  great  appreciation  of  the  help 
afforded  to  Nurses  by  Mr.  Lindsay,  on  every 
occasion  when  they  sought  it,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  his  duties  are  so  onerous  and  his  time  so 
taken  up  with  other  matters." 

To  the  thirty-four  Labour  Party,  six  Coalition 
Unionists,  four  Coalition  Liberals,  two  Liberal, 
C.L.N. ,  Independent,  and  Nationalist  Members  :■ — ■ 

"  The  heartiest  thanks  of  this  Union  to  the 
Members  who  remained,  in  spite  of  the  lateness 
of  the  hour,  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  March 
22nd,  1922,  to  support  the  Nurses  in  their  humble 
Address  to  His  Majesty  the  King." 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  forward  the 
resolutions  to  each  of  those  concerned.  Others, 
which  must  be  held  over  till  next  week,  were  also 
moved. 

Maude  MacCallum. 
Hon.  Secretary. 

NURSINQ  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

New  Rule  9  (a)  :    The  Legal  Argument. 

In  the  few  hurried  "  pars  "  when  going  to 
press  last  week,  we  observed  that  we  were  of 
opinion  that,  in  his  reply  to  Major  Barnett  on  the 
illegal  methods  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales,  Sir  Alfred  Mond  (Minister 
of  Health)  had  been  very  badly  briefed,  because 
Ministers  rely  upon  others  for  the  accuracy  of 
statements  they  make  to  the  House,  and  because 
•  it  is  not  presumable  that  a  Minister  of  the  Crown 
would,  upon  his  own  initiative,  make  the  erroneous 
statements,  and  personal  attacks  evidently  inspired 
by  keen  personal  animus,  presented  to  the  House 
of  Commons  on  March  22nd. 

We  will  take  Sir  Alfred  Mond's  statements 
sericUim. 

I.  Major  Barnett  advanced  that  the  new  Rule 
9  (fl)  was  ultra  vires  because  the  EngUsh  Council 
had  failed  to  consult  the  Scottish  and  Irish  Councils 
as  provided  in  Section  6  (3)  of  the  Registration 
Act,  and  alluded  to  the  letter  from  the  Scottish 
Council,  in  which  it  had  given  notice  that,  pending 
the  withdrawal  of  the  delegation  of  the  statutory 
duties  of  the  EngUsh  Council  to  organised  bodies 
of  nurses,  the  Scottish  Council  had  not  thought  fit 
to  adopt  any  reciprocal  rule  for  registration. 

Sir  Alfred  Mond,  who  owned  he  knew  nothing 
of  the  attitude  of  the  Scottish  Council  on  the 
question — (why  had  not  his  advisers  brought  it 
to  his  notice  ?) — described  this  legal  point  as  a 
"  mare's  nest,"  and  produced  an  opinion  from  his 
legal  adviser  that  the  new  rule  did  not  deal  with 


qualifications,  and  was  merely  "  machinery  "  ; 
and  he  pooh-poohed  the  argument  tliat  "  shall  " 
means  "  shall  "  as  stated  in  the  Act.  According 
to  the  Minister,  the  Scottish  Council  was  "  in 
fault "  for  the  action  of  the  English  Council, 
of  which  it  was  never  apprised.  An  argument  to 
which  Captain  Elhot  repUed,  "  I  do  claim  that, 
in  passing  a  new  rule,  the  onus  of  proof  hes  on  the 
man  who  wishes  to  change  the  law."  "  So  much 
for  the  legal  argument,"  to  quote  Sir  Alfred  Mond, 
before  he  passed  on  to  make  erroneous  statements 
concerning  the  constitutional  minority  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  and  his  attack  on  entirely  false 
premises  on  the  methods  of  the  Chairman  (Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick)  of  the-  Registration  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Thirty  Years' Struggle  for  Legal  Status, 
Educational  and  Economic  Rights. 

To  hark  back  to  the  immemorial  battles  between 
the  State  Registrationists  (the  free  nurses  and 
their  supporters)  and  the  "  antis "  (hospital 
governors  and  their  medical  staffs  and  matrons). 
This  great  civic  and  economic  struggle  of  the 
workers  for  legal  status  and  State  organised 
education  against  vested  interests,  which  permitted 
chaotic  conditions  of  educational  standards, 
sweated  hours  of  work — often  detrimental  to 
health — and  miserably  inadequate  pay,  was 
described  by  Sir  Alfred  Mond  as  "  a  very  old 
standing  squabble  which  really  ought  not  to 
trouble  this  House."  (We  noted  the  grin  on  the 
Labour  benches  at  this  argument  of  a  Minister  of 
the  Crown  that  the  enfranchised  nurSe  citizen  has 
apparently  no  civic  rights.) 

Sir  Alfred  further  described  this  now  historic 
struggle  between  capital  and  labour  as  a  "  feud," 
and  made  the  untrue  statement  that  "  so  long 
did  the  feud  go  on,  that  no  RuleS  came  into 
existence  at  all  .  .  .  and  the  old  feud  has 
been  pursued  by  a  small  minority  which  is  now 
trying  to  destroy  the  Rules." 

Goodwill  and  Public  Spirit  of  the  Minority. 

The  facts  are  that  by  every  means  in  their  power 
the  "  minority"  entered  whole-heartedly  and  in 
the  most  conciliatory  spirit  upon  the  work  of 
the  Council  when  appointed  in  May,  1920  ;  and 
from  documentary  evidence  which  we  have  care- 
fully filed  it  can  be  proved  that  the  draft  Con- 
stitution, and  the  whole  code  of  Rules  owed  vastly 
more  to  the  expert  knowledge  of  the  "  minority  " 
than  to  all  the  other  members  of  the  Council  put 
together ;  the  large  majority  of  whom  were 
totally  ignorant  of  how  the  organisation  of  the 
profession  of  nursing  by  the  State  was  to  be 
accomplished.  Indeed,  many  of  these  persons  had 
either  never  studied  the  question  of  State  Regis- 
tration of  Nurses,  or  had  for  so  long  vigorously 
opposed  it  that  the  aspirations  of  the  minority 
found  little  response  in  their  reactionary  minds. 
It  speaks  well  for  the  pacific  policy  of  the  "  minor- 
ity," that  owing  to  incessant  work,  especially  in 
the  Registration  Committee,  Rules  containing  52 
Clauses,  together  with  four  Schedules  and  various 


224 


^be  Britteb  Journal  of  flureing. 


April  8,    1922 


Forms  were  drafted,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Council 
in  ten  weeks  and  sent  to  the  Minister  for  his 
approval  by  the  end  of  July,  1920,  most  of  which 
Rules  were  returned  approved  by  September,  1920. 

True  Reason  For  Delay. 

That  these  Rules  were  held  up  for  twelve  months 
and  not  signed  until  July,  192 1,  was  not,  as  stated 
by  Sir  Alfred  Mond,  because  of  any  "  feud  "  in  the 
Council,  but,  aS  everyone  knows,  because,  in 
conforming  to  Section  6  (3),  of  the  long-drawn-out 
negotiations  between  the  English  and  the  Scottish 
Councils  on  a  reciprocity  Rule  for  registration, 
and  because  the  Enghsh  Council  could  not  concede 
the  claim  of  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health  to  place 
Fever  Nurses  on  the  General  Register. 

In  the  Reciprocal  Rule  agreed  between  the 
three  Councils,  the  Statutory  Application  Forms 
for  nurses  desirous  of  being  placed  on  the  Registers 
formed  a  part,  and  it  is  this  Form  which  has  now 
been  scrapped  by  the  English  Council  in  connection 
with  the  new  Rule  9  (a)  which,  we  contend,  is 
a  grave  breach  of  agreement  and  faith  with  the 
Scottish  and  Irish  Councils,  and  to  which  Scotland 
takes  strong  exception,  stating  what  is  quite  true, 
that  "  it  is  obvious  that  to  do  so  (that  is,  agree  to 
the  second-hand  entrant  scheme)  would  be 
equivalent  in  the  present  state  of  your  Rules  to 
allowing  Scottish  Nurses  to  register  in  England 
and  transfer  their  Registration  here  without  ever 
producing  the  original  training  Certificate,  or  even 
a  duly  certified  copy  thereof." 

Moreover,  when  it  is  realised  that  the  claim  of 
the  Registrar  of  the  English  Nursing  Council  for 
absolute  power  (now  accorded  to  her  by  an  Instruc- 
tion of  the  Council)  to  place  applicants  on  the 
State  Register  whose  credentials  and  references 
she  alone  inspects,  and  that  she  has  authority  to 
withhold  such  documents  from  the  inspection 
of  the  Registration  Committee,  and  the  irregu- 
larities and  mistakes  which  may  result  from  such 
unrestricted  power,  the  attitude  of  the  Scottish 
Council  must  be  conceded  as  eminently  reasonable, 
and  that  of  the  Minister  of  Health  and  his  advisers 
sincerely  to  be  deprecated  and  resented. 

{To  be  continued.) 


TRUE  TALE  WITH  A  MORAL. 

C'est  la  Guerre. 

One  Member  to  another  in  the  House  : — "  Well, 
you  got  hold  of  Addison  and  we've  got  hold  of 
Mond." 


NURSES'  MISSIONARY  LEAGUE. 

A  meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  April  12th, 
at  7.45  p.m.,  in  the  Chapel  of  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Glasgow. 

Speaker,  Miss  Macguire  of  Calabar. 

Any  nurses  from  Glasgow  or  the  neighbourhood 
who  are  interested  are  invited. 

Tea  and  coffee  after  the  meeting. 


PROGRESS  IN  OUR  TRAINING  SCHOOLS. 

GENERAL    HOSPITAL,    NOTTINQHAM. 

Matron's  Report  for  the  Year  Ending 
December  31ST,  1921. 
Preliminary  Training  School. 

During  the  3''ear  286  apphcations  from  Candi- 
dates for  training  aS  Nurses  were  received,  of 
whom  41  were  admitted  to  the  School.  Of  these 
30  were  admitted  to  the  Hospital  and  the  re- 
mainder either  failed  in  the  necessary  examination, 
or  were  found  to  be  unsuitable  for  the  work. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  School  in 
November,  191 8,  106  Pupils  have  been  admitted, 
of  whom  62  have  been  drafted  to  the  Hospital  for 
training. 

Personnel  of  Staff. 

The  Staff .  now  numbers  103,  consisting  of  i 
Matron,  i  Assistant  Matron,  i  Home  Sister, 
I  Tutor  Sister,  i  Night  Sister,  i  Housekeeping 
Sister,  14  Ward  Sisters,  11  Staff  Nurses,  and  72 
Probationers  in  training.  In  addition  6  Masseuses 
are  at  work  on  Pensioners  and  5  on  the  Civil 
Patients. 

Training  of  Nurses, 

In  addition  to  the  Lectures  given  by  the  Tutor 
Sister,  courses  of  Lectures  were  kindly  given 
during  the  year  by  Dr.  Wallace  on  Medical  work,, 
and  Mr.  Neil  and  Mr.  Webber  on  Surgical  Work. 

The  results  of  the  Examinations  of  Nurses  held 
in  the  year  were  31  passed  and  2  failed. 

The  Senior  Nurses'  Examination  resulted  in 
Nurses  Coope  and  McDonald  heading  the  list  with 
an  equal  number  of  marks,  and  both  were  awarded 
prizes  of  equal  value. 

The  Junior  Nurses'  Examinations  resulted  in 
Nurses  Guyler,  Hallam  and  Parsons  gaining  the 
largest  number  of  marks. 

Two  courses  of  Lectures  on  Sick  Room  Cookery 
was  given  by  Miss  I.  Liddle,  the  Assistant  Matron, 
in  the  Spring  and  Autumn,  and  12  first  class 
Certificates  were  granted  to  the  successful  candi- 
dates in  the  examinations  held  by  Miss  H.  Hannath, 
R.R.C.,  Matron  of  the  General  Hospital,  Wolver- 
hampton. 

The  Syllabus  of  Training  for  Nurses,  as  laid 
down  by  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act,  and 
prepared  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  of 
England  and  Wales,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  was  adopted  by  the  Monthly 
Board  and  is  being  carried  out. 

Appointments  and  Promotions. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Nursing  Com- 
mittee the  following  Appointments  were  made  : — 

Miss  Mary  Dickens,  Sister  of  the  Pensioners  Huts. 

Miss   Hackney,    Sister   of   Division    i. 

Miss  Alice  Love,  as  Home  Sister. 

Miss  Nancy  Robinson,  Sister  of  Division  7. 

Miss  May  Stevens,  Night  Sister. 

Miss  Mary  A.  Thornborrow,  Sister  of  Division  4. 

Resignations. 
The  following  resignations  were  received  with 
regret : — 

Miss   Muriel   Duesbury,    Sister   of   Division    7, 
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upon  her  appointment  as  Assistant  Matron  to  the 
Royal  Southern  Hospital,  Liverpool. 

Miss  Grace  M.  Hooper,  Home  Sister,  upon  her 
appointment  as  Assistant  Matron  to  the  Stockport 
Infirmary. 

Miss  Marion  Stoneley,  Out-Patient  Sister,  upon 
her  appointment  as  Matron  of  tne  Cottage  Hospital, 
Skegness. 

Miss  Laura  Trimming,  Sister  of  Division  i,  to 
take  up  Fever  work  in  a  London  hospital. 

Miss  Marie  V.  Winters,  Tutor  Sister,  upon  her 
appointment  as  Matron  to  the  Royal  Cornwall 
Infirmary,  Truro. 

School  of  Massage. 
On  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical  Com- 
mittee, the  Monthly  Board  agreed  to  the  opening 
of  a  School  of  Massage,  but  it  is  recorded,  with 
much  regret,  that  so  far  no  suitable  applications 
for  the  post  of  Teacher  have  been  received.  It 
is  hoped,  however,  to  open  this  new  Department 
as  quickly  as  possible. 

New  Nurses'  Home. 

The  New  Nurses'  Home,  "  Erected  by  PubMc 
Subscription  as  a  Memorial  to  the  Noble  Men  and 
\^'omen  of  the  City  and  County  who  fell  in  the 
Great  War,"  is  in  course  of  erection,  and  it  is 
hoped  will  be  ready  for  occupation  by  the  end  of 
1922. 

Furnishing  of  the  New  Nurses'  Home. 

As  the  present  equipment  of  the  Nurses'  quarters 
will  be  insufficient  for  the  New  Home,  a  Bazaar 
will  be  held  at  the  Hospital  on  November  ist,  2nd 
and  4th,  1922,  in  aid  of  the  furnishing.  A  provi- 
sional Committee  has  been  formed,  to  which 
Mr.  E.  B.  Stocker  and  Captain  A.  S.  Bright  have 
kindly  consented  to  act  aS  Honorary  Secretaries. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  Stalls  will  be  representative 
of  the  widely-spread  Districts  whence  patients 
are  treated  in  the  Hospital.  Entertainments  of 
various  kinds  have  been  promised,  and  the  Sisters 
and  Nurses  have  already  made  excellent  headway 
with  the  provision  for  their  own  Stalls.  An 
Appeal  is  made  to  former  members  of  the  Nursing 
Staff,  who  are  now  working  elsewhere,  to  give 
some  help  to  the  object,  either  in  money  or  in  Idnd. 

Christmas  Entertainment  Fund. 

In  response  to  a  Special  Appeal  for  funds  to 
this  object,  a  very  handsome  sum  was  reahsed, 
which  made  it  possible  for  each  Patient  and 
Member  of  the  Staff  to  receive  a  suitable  and 
serviceable  gift,  in  addition  to  providing  the 
whole  of  the  Christmas  Fare  and  various  Enter- 
tainments on  a  more  liberal  scale  than  heretofore, 
without  calhng  upon  the  Hospital  Funds.  It  is 
desired,  therefore,  to  accord  most  grateful  thanks 
to  the  old,  and  large  number  of  new,  donors,  who 
so  wilhngly  and  generously  helped  with  money, 
and  to  many  other  kind  friends  who  helped  by 
their  seasonable  gifts  in  kind  and  personal  service, 
to  make  this  Christmas  one  of  the  happiest  that 
have  been  held  in  the  Institution. 


Thanks  to  Staff. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  say  that  despite  a 
busy  and  difficult  year,  my  Assistants  and  Nurses 
have  performed  their  work  most  faithfully  and 
ably,  and  to  express  my  grateful  thanks  to  them 
for  their  loyal  devotion  to  the  Institution ;  tlie 
splendid  spirit  of  harmony  and  co-operation  being 
responsible  to  a  great  extent  for  whatever  success 
we  may  have  achieved  during  the  year. 

(Signed)  H.  M.  Kendall, 

Matron. 


COLLEGE  OF  NURSING,  LTD. 


BIRMINGHAM    AND    THREE    COUNTIES 
CENTRE. 

On  March  21st,  in  the  Lecture  Theatre  of  the 
General  Hospital,  Birmingham  (by  kind  per- 
mission of  the  Governors),  Dr.  Leonard  Parson, 
M.D.,  gave  the  third  of  his  interesting  series  of 
lectures  on  "  Diseases  of  Children." 

The  lecturer  selected  for  his  theme  "  Acute 
Rheumatism,"  and  impressed  upon  his  audience 
that  all  treatment  must  have  for  its  basis  the 
prevention  of  heart  disease. 

Acute  rheumatism  in  children  is  unknown 
before  the  age  of  two  years,  is  extremely  rare 
before  five,  and  usually  shows  itself  between 
seven  and  ten ;  there  is  often  a  history  of  family 
predisposition,  the  temperature  is  low,  there  are 
no  joint  swellings,  and  no  acid  sweats.  The 
characteristic  symptoms  are  recurrent  sore  throat, 
muscular  pain,  nodules  in  the  tendons  and  fascia, 
headache,  chorea  and  nervous  symptoms,  slight 
arthritis,  sub-normal  temperature,  anaemia,  and 
heart  symptoms,  usually  myocarditis. 

The  treatment  consists  of  rest  in  bed  varying 
from  three  to  six  months  after  the  acute  attack 
has  subsided,  and  in  the  administration  of  sali- 
cylate of  soda  with  equal  doses  of  bicarbonate  of 
soda,  from  30-120  grains  in  twenty- four  hours. 

The  lecturer  regarded  chorea  as  being  entirely 
the  result  of  rheumatism — the  nervous  instability, 
the  lack  of  muscular  control,  the  inabiUty  to  fix 
the  glance,  the  quick  smile  being  symptoms  of  the 
disease,  and  in  the  more  severe  type  loss  of  speech 
or  restlessness  and  shouting. 

The  eventual  heart  lesion  is  usually  mitral 
stenosis.  The  only  treatment  is  rest  in  bed,  hot 
packs  or  sponging,  and  massage  to  induce  sleep. 
Chloral  and  bromide  may  be  given,  and  saUcylate 
of  soda. 

The  lecturer  did  not  advocate  arsenic  owing  to 
the  danger  of  peripheral  neuritis,  but  as  con- 
valescence advances  massage  and  re-educational 
exercises  to  correct  the  habit-spasms.  School  is 
contra-indicated  for  at  least  six  months. 

Latent  rheumatism  may  be  diagnosed  in 
fidgety  children  complaining  of  occasional  head- 
ache, and  occasionally  running  a  temperature. 

G.  M  E.  Jones,  Hon.  Press  Sec. 
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NURSING    SERVICE    OF    MENTAL 
HOSPITALS. 

The  following  persons  have  been  added  by  the 
Board  of  Control  to  the  Committee  to  consider 
the  Nursing  Service  in  county  and  borough 
mental  hospitals,  and  in  what  directions  it  can  be 
improved.  Mr.  E.  Sanger,  ex-Chairman  of  the 
London  Asylums  Committee ;  Mrs.  Hnsent, 
Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Control;  Miss 
M.  M.  Thorburn,  Matron  of  the  Horton  Mental 
Hospital^(L.C.C.),  Epsom. 

APPOINTMENTS. 


QUEEN    ALEXANDRA'S    MILITARY     NURSING 
SERVICE. 

The  following  ladies  have  been  appointed  to  Queen 

Alexandra's     Military     Nursing     Service     for     India 

(temporary)  as  Staff  Nurses  : — Miss  E.  M.  Cole,  Miss 

E.  Stables,  Miss  M.  A.  Taylor,  and  Miss  M.  E.  Williams. 

MATRON. 

Lenham  Sanatorium,  Kent. — Miss  C.  Goodwin  has 
been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the 
General  Hospital,  Birmingham,  and  previously  for  two 
years  in  Fever  and  Tuberculosis  Nursing  at  the  Metro- 
politan Sanatorium.  Miss  Goodwin  has  held  the 
previous  appointments  : — Health  Visitor  Smethwick  ; 
Sister,  Tuberculosis  Wards,  Smethwick  Isolation  Hos- 
pital ;  and  Sister  and  Matron  of  Moxley  Sanatorium, 
Staffordshire. 

Parish  Council,  Dumfries. — -Miss  Beatrice  Evans  has 
been  appointed  Matron  of  the  Rose  vale  Hospital. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester, 
and  has  been  Sister  at  the  Coventry  and  Warwickshire 
Hospital,  Theatre  Sister  at  the  Guest  Hospital,  Dudley, 
Night  Sister  at  the  Cumberland  Infirmary,  Carlisle, 
and  Matron  of  the  Municipal  Maternity  Home,  War- 
rington. She  has  done  war  nursing  abroad,  and  is  a 
Certified  Midwife. 

Morrenside  Sanatorium,  N.B. — Miss  Stevens  has  been 
appointed  Matron.  She  was  until  recently  Matron 
of  the  Peterhead  Borough  Hospital. 

ASSISTANT    MATRON. 

Royal  Hospital,  Cliesterfield. — Miss  E.  M.  Salmon  has 
been  appointed  Assistant  Matron.  She  was  trained 
at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh,  and  has  been 
Sister  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Dundee,  Night  Sister 
at  the  West  London  Hospital,  Hammersmith,  Ward 
Sister  and  Home  Sister  at  the  General  Hospital, 
Northampton,  and  has  done  war  nursing  abroad.  She 
is  a  Certified  Midwife. 

SUPERINTENDENT    NURSE. 

Solihull  Infirmary,  Birmingham. — Miss  J.  Woodford 
has  been  appointed  Superintendent  Nurse.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Infirmary,  Blackburn,  where  she  was 
later  Senior  Sister.  She  has  been  Sister-in-Charge  of 
Ambulance  Rooms  at  a  Northern  Shell  Factory, 
Sister-Midwife  at  the  Robson  Maternity  Hospital, 
Stockton-on-Tees,  and  Superintendent  of  the  Selby 
Union  Hospital,  Yorkshire.  She  is  a  Certified  Midwife. 
NIGHT  SISTER. 

Royal  Hospital,  Chesterfield. — Miss  E.  Bowker  has 
been  appointed  Night  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Huddersfield,  where  she  later  held 
the  position  of  Sister,  and  has  since  held  positions  of 
responsibility  at  Fort  Pitt  Military  Hospital,  Chatham, 
the  Royal  South  Hants.  Hospital,  Southampton,  the 
General  Hospital,  Northampton,  and  the  Royal  In- 
firmary, Wigan.     She  is  a  Certified  Midwife. 


OVERSEAS    NURSING    ASSOCIATION. 

The  Overseas  Nursing  Association,  Imperial  Institute, 
S.W.,  has  since  November  last  made  a  number  of  new 
appointments. 

Private  Posts. 

Nurses  have  been  sent  to  the  Teheran  Nursing  Asso- 
ciation, the  Mauritius  Branch  of  the  O.N.A.,  the  King 
Edward  VII  Order  of  Nurses,  South  Africa,  the  Singa- 
pore Nursing  Association,  the  Shanghai  Municipal 
Council  (12),  Bangkok  Nursing  Home  (Matron), 
Ceylon  Nursing  Association. 

Hospitals  not  under  Government. 

British  and  American  Hospital,  Valparaiso,  Singa- 
pore MunicipaUty,  Jesselton  Hospital,  British  North 
Borneo. 

Government  Hospitals. 

Gold  Coast  Government  Hospitals,  Kenya  Colony 
Government  Hospitals,  Tanganika  Territory  Hospitals 
(5),  St.  Ann's  Lunatic  Asylum,  Trinidad,  Colonial 
Hospital,  Trinidad,  Ceylon  Government  Hospitals, 
Hong  Kong  Civil  Hospital,  Palestine  Government 
Hospitals  (Matron),  Bethlehem  Mental  Hospital 
(Matron),  Government  Hospitals,  Zanzibar,  Colonial 
Hospital,  Gibralter,  Government  Hospitals,  Straits 
Settlements,  Nigeria  Government  Hospitals,  Uganda 
Government  Hospitals,  and  Cyprus  Government 
Hospitals. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE     INSTITUTE. 

Examination  for  the  Roll  of  Queen's 
Nurses,  March  i6th,  1922. 

1.  What  would  cause  you  to  suspect  defective 
drains  ?  What  steps  would  you  take  to  get  the 
mischief  remedied  ? 

2.  If  called  in  an  emergency  to  a  woman  in 
labour  what  would  make  you  think  that  the 
patient  was  in  danger  of  eclampsia  ?  How  would 
you  deal  with  the  caSe  pending  the  arrival  of  the 
doctor  ? 

3.  What  parts  of  the  body  are  usually  infected 
by  tuberculosis  {a)  in  children,  (6)  in  adults  ? 
What  are  the  common  predisposing  causes  ?  In 
dealing  with  such  cases  what  advice  would 
you  give  to  the  patient  and  friends  as  to  th 
precautions  that  should  be  taken  ? 

4.  What  are  the  general  and  special  signs  of 
malnutrition  in  a  child  ?  Explain  the  significance 
and  importance  of  this  condition. 

5.  A  mother  wishes  to  give  up  breast-feeding 
her  child,  owing  to  insufficiency  and  poorness  of 
milk,  what  would  j'^ou  advise  and  what  would  you 
do  before  allowing  her  to  take  this  serious  step  ? 

6a.  What  is  meant  in  district  nursing  by  the 
term  "  putting  a  room  in  nursing  order  "  and  how 
would  you  set  about  it  ?     Or 

6b,  What  personal  characteristics  and  qualifica- 
tions (apart  from  professional  skill)  do  you  consider 
it  necessary  that  a  nurse  should  possess  in  order 
that  she  may  be  a  success  in  district  work  ? 


"REGISTERED     NURSE." 

In  sending  in  notices  of  appointments  the 
Editor  advises  that  the  legal  title  of  "  Registered 
Nurse  "  should  be  notified  by  those  nurses  regis- 
tered by  either  of  the  three  General  Nursing 
Councils  in  the  same  manner  as  the  title  of  Certified 
Midwife  is  recorded. 
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NURSES    AND    UNEMPLOYMENT 
INSURANCE. 


In  the  House  of  Commons,  on  April  4th,  the 
Unemployment  Insurance  Bill  was  under  the  con- 
sideration of  Standing  Committee  B. 

On  March  30th  Major  Barnett,  always  on  the 
alert  as  to  the  Nurses'  interests,  supported  by 
Captain  Elliot  and  Mr.  Hopkins,  had  down  on  the 
Orders  of  the  Day  the  following  motion  to  exempt 
Nurses  from  the  provisions  of  the  Act : — 

To  move  the  following  Clause  : — 

Part  II  of  the  First  Schedule  to  the   principal    Act, 

as  amended  by  the  Second  Schedule  to  the  Act  of  192 1, 

shall  have  effect  as  though  there  were  inserted  therein, 

after  paragraph  (b),  the  following  new  paragraphs  : — 

(bb)  Employment  as  a  Nurse  for  the  Sick  registered 

under  the  provisions  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act, 

1 91 9,  or  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  (Scotland)  Act, 

1919; 

(b  b)  Employment  as  a  Nurse  Probationer  in  any 

hospital  or  infirmary. 

Later,  Mr.  Leonard  Lyle  also  put  down  a  motion 
providing  for  nursing  to  be  an  exempted  employ- 
ment, which  was  subsequently  amended  in  a  way 
which  brought  it  more  nearly  into  line  with  Major 
Barnett 's  motion. 

On    Tuesday,    April    4th,    Mr.    Lyle's    motion 
appeared  on  the  Orders  for  the  Day  as  follows  : — 
To  move  the  following  Clause  : — ■ 

(1)  Part  II  of  the  First  Schedule  to  the  principal  Act 
shall  have  effect  as  though  there  were  inserted  therein 
after  paragraph  (b)  the  following  new  paragraph  : — 

(bb)  Employment  as  a  female  professional  Nurse 
for  the  sick  or  as  a  female  Probationer  undergoing 
training  for  employment  as  such  a  Nurse. 

(2)  This  section  shall  come  into  operation  on  the 
first  day  of  July,  nineteen  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

On  Major  Barnett  rising  to  move  his  motion, 
Mr.  Leonard  Lyle  asked  on  a  point  of  order 
whether  his  motion  would  be  out  of  order  if  Major 
Bamett's  were  carried. 

The  Chairman  said  both  motions  dealt  with  the 
same  thing. 

Major  Barnett  said  that  his  object  was  to 
include  in  the  list  of  those  excepted  from  the 
provisions  of  the  Act,  Registered  Nurses  and 
Nurse  Probationers..  For  the  first  time,  in  con- 
nection with  nursing  matters,  he  found  himself 
more  or  less  in  agreement  with  the  member  for 
West  Ham  (Mr.  Leonard  Lyle).  There  was  only 
this  between  them  :  his  friend  wished  to  leave 
out  the  provision  that  exempted  nurses  should  be 
Registered  Nurses.  But  it  was  the  policy  of  the 
State  to  have  a  Register  of  Nurses.  Was  it  too 
much  to  ask  a  nurse  if  she  were  qualified  to  go 
on  the  State  Register  to  do  so,  and  so  make  herself 
eUgible  for  exemption  ?  There  they  were  on  firm 
ground.  From  the  time  what  was  known  as  the 
"  loose  clause  "  for  the  admission  of  nurses  to  the 
Register  ended  there  would  be  a  great  gulf  between 
the  registered  and  unregistered  nurses.  He 
wanted  to  appeal  to  his  friends  of  the  Labour 
Party,  who  had  been  the  very  good  friends  of  the 
nurses  in  the  House  and    the  Lobby,  to  support 


the  exemption  of  nurses  from  the  provisions  of 
this  Act.  Why  slaould  probationers  in  training, 
who  had  no  chance  of  being  out  of  employment, 
pay  out  of  their  meagre  salaries  to  Support  this 
Act  for  insurance  against  non- employment  ? 
When  they  came  to  consider  who  should  be 
exempted,  if  tlie  Committee  thought  the  wider 
Clause  better,  and  this  view  was  supported  by  the 
Minister,  he  made  his  submission  to  the  Minister, 
and  would  accept  it. 

Dr.  Macnamara,  Minister  of  Labour,  said  that 
every  time  one  got  a  proposal  to  make  a  breach 
in  an  Act,  it  made  it  more  difficult  to  resist  others, 
but  it  was  represented  that  this  was  an  almost 
exceptional  case,  and  the  Acts  did  provide  for  a 
number  of  exceptions,  i.e.,  domestic  servants  and 
teachers.  He  thought  there  was  justification  for 
a  basis  of  exclusion  in  some  form  or  other.  If  one 
looked  at  tlie  whole  field  of  the  number  of  nurses 
unemployed,  last  year  950  made  application  to 
Labour  Exchanges.  When  they  came  to  consider 
who  should  be  included  in  a  provision  for  exemp- 
tion he  thought  the  qualification  of  registration 
was  too  narrow  ;  there  were  too  many  outside 
the  Register.  If  you  were  going  to  exclude 
nurses,  you  must  exclude  them.  The  plirase 
"  professional  nurse  for  the  sick  "  had  its  diffi- 
culties. The  Minister  might  have  to  decide  as  to 
a  claim  in  the  event  of  an  appHcant  not  being 
exempted,  and  an  appeal  from  his  decision  might 
be  made  to  the  High  Court.  On  the  whole, 
however,  he  was  inclined  to  accept  this  definition. 
Major  Barnett  accepted  the  Minister's  view, 
and  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  Lieut-Colonel 
Fremantle  also  withdrew  an  amendment  he  had 
put  down. 

Mr.  Leonard  Lyle  then  moved  the  Amendment 
standing  in  his  name.  He  thanked  the  Minister 
of  Labour  for  receiving  the  Amendments  so 
sympathetically,  and  the  member  for  South-West 
St.  Pancras  for  meeting  him  in  this  matter.  He 
was  glad  they  were  united.  It  was  very  necessary 
to  make  the  terms  of  the  Amendment  of  wider 
appUcation  than  that  of  the  nurses  on  the  State 
Register,  as  that  Register  was  a  voluntary  one, 
and  many  nurses  would  never  go  on  to  it. 

Mr.  William  Graham,  who  seconded  the  Resolu- 
tion, said  his  attention  had  been  drawn  to  the 
question  under  discussion  by  a  great  number  of 
Ms  constituents. 

Mr.  Hay  day,  who  spoke  warmly  of  the  value  of 
the  services  of  nurses,  did  not  approve  of  the 
principle  of  exemptions,  on  the  ground  that  if  you 
kept  taking  the  best  lives  out  of  a  scheme  you  had 
the  residue  left,  and  that  meant  the  amount  they 
paid  for  insurance  had  to  be  increased,  and  those 
who  could  afford  to  pay  least  had  to  pay  more. 
It  was  making  the  positions  for  the  residue  more 
desperate.  Those  who  were  in  employment  should 
help  the  unemployed.  He  had  thought  it  right 
to  say  this,  but  he  hoped  he  should  not  be  mis- 
understood to  be  saying  anything  antagonistic 
to  the  nurses. 

The  motion  providing  that  nursing  should  be  an 
exempted  employment  was  then  cajxied,  and  will 
come  before  the  House  upon  the  Report  stage. 
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THE    NURSING    EXHIBITION 

The  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Exhibition  opened 
on  Tuesday  last  at  the  Royal  Horticultural  Hall, 
W^estminster. 

As  usual,  in  Anhexe  A,  the  Gas  Light  &  Coke 
Co.,  Horseferry  Road,  S.W.,  have  a  very  complete 
and  attractive  exhibit.  The  gas  fire  fitted  wdth 
griller  for  the  preparation  of  light  meals  is  just 
the  thing  for  a  bed-sitting  room. 

Our  old  friend,  Glaxo,  Osnaburgh  Street,  N.W., 
is  to  be  found  in  Annexe  B,  which  is  arranged  as 
a  Rest  Room.  As  usual  this  is  a  popular  meeting 
place  for  nurses. 

The  sterilized  Accouchement  Sets  shown  by 
John  Bell  &  Croyden,  Ltd.,  of  50,  "Wigmore 
Street,  "  Lysohd  "  or  solid  Lysol,  and  "  Maryle- 
bone  "  Teats,  are  some  of  their  many  interesting 
exhibits. 

The  Surgical  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd., 
83,  Mortimer  Street,  W.,  are  making  a  special 
feature  of  Nurses'  fitted  bags  ;  also  of  a  Portable 
Emergency  Operating  Set,  and  the  "  Servic " 
Portable  High  Pressure  Sterilizers. 

J.  G.  Ingram  &  Son,  Ltd.,  Hackney  Wick, 
have  a  very  complete  exhibit  of  Surgical  India 
Rubber  Goods  which  is  well  worth  a  visit. 

Bovril,  Ltd.,  Old  Street,  E.G.,  Purveyors  by 
Special  Appointment  to  the  King,  is  of  course, 
well  represented. 

We  commend  to  the  attention  of  nurses  a  new 
preparation  of  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys, 
Ltd.,  i.e.,  their  Diabetic  Flour.  Bread  made 
from  this  flour,  which  is  free  from  carbohydrates, 
is  palatable  and  attractive,  can  be  prepared  at 
home  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Councillor  Beatrice  Kent,  assisted  by  Miss 
A.  E.  Hulme,  as  usual,  is  presiding  over  The 
British  Journal  of  Nursing  Stand,  with 
unique  ability. 

A  conspicuous  feature  at  the  stand  of  Virol, 
Ltd.,  is  the  tasteful  arrangement  of  the  ingredients 
which  go  to  the  making  of  this  valuable  food. 
A  sample  of  Virolax,  prepared  for  use,  demon- 
strates how  finely  it  is  emulsified. 

WiNCARNis  (Coleman  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Norwich),  is 
of  course  well  to  the  fore.  It  is  a  choice  wine 
combined  Avdth  extract  of  meat  and  extract  of 
malt. 

The  Medicated  Plasters,  of  Charles  Zimmer- 
MANN  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  St."Mary-at-Hill,  E.C.,  are  of 
much  interest. 

The  delicious  cocoa  obtainable  at  the  Stand 
of  Cadbury  Bros.,  Ltd.,  is  high  testimony  to  the 
excellency  of  the  specialities  of  this  well-known 
firm. 

NujOL  (Anglo  -  American  Oil  Co.,  Ltd.),  an 
intestinal  lubricant  of  exceptional  merit  is  to  be 
found  at  Stand  B  17. 

The  Medical  Supply  Association,  Ltd.. 
of  Gray's  Inn  Road,  E.C.,  are  making  special 
features  of  their  Eclipsall  Nurses'  Case,  and  their 
Ante-Natal  Test  Outfit,  which  is  both  neat  and 
portable. 

The  Stand  of  The  National  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses,  is  very  attractive. 


OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 


Why  Of  Course. 

In  an  application  heard  at  Lambeth  County 
Court,  for  the  ejection  of  a  tenant  in  South  Lambeth 
Road,  it  was  stated  that  there  were  14  people 
sleeping  in  two  rooms,  seven  in  each  room. 
In  both  rooms  there  was  a  person  suffering  from 
tuberculosis. 


Wives'  Nationality. 

A  Bill  to  provide  that  British  women  shall 
retain  their  British  nationality  on  marrying  an 
alien  has  been  introduced  into  the  House  of 
Commons  by  Sir  John  Butcher.  He  mentioned 
tliat  it  was  supported  by  29  women's  organisations 
in  the  United  Kingdom  and  others  abroad. 

It  is  also  provided  by  the  Bill  that  alien  women 
marrying  British  subjects  shall  not  by  so  doing 
acquire  British  nationality. 


St.  Joan  of  Arc  has  been  proclaimed  Second 
Patron  Saint  of  France  by  the  Pope,  in  fulfilment 
of  one  of  the  last  wishes  of  Pope  Benedict  XV. 


The  Union  House  of  Assembly,  South  Africa, 
has  rejected  the  Woman's  Enfranchisement  Bill 
on  the  second  reading  by  55  votes  to  51. 


GOOD     FRIDAY,    A.D.  1. 

Ask  of  that  cheerful  robin  how  he  came. 
To  wear  red  feathers  and  a  tell-tale  name  ? 

"  One  fateful  day  on  Calvary,  'tis  said. 

Long,  long  ago,  that  one  of  us  was  there, 

And  fought  those  brutal   nails  and  tried  to  tear 

Them   vainly    out.      And   ever    since,    the    red 

Of  th^t  sweet  Blood  that  for  your  saving  flowed. 

Upon  our  breasts  indelible  has  glowed." 

C.  B.  M. 

COMINQ    EVENTS. 

April  8th. — Meeting  of  Members  of  the  Nurses' 
Organizations  affiliated  in  the  Central  Committee 
for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses.  11,  Chandos 
Street,  Cavendish  Square,  W.  5  p.m.  Councillor 
Beatrice  Kent  in  the  chair.  Meeting  open  to 
nurses  and  the  public. 

April  12^^.— Nurses'  Missionary  League.  Meet- 
ing.    Royal  Infirmary,  Glasgow.     7.45. 

April  '22nd. — The  Lady  Mayoress  (Lady  Bad- 
deley)  "  At  Home,"  to  meet  the  Past  and  Present 
Nurses  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  The 
Mansion  House,  London.     Music  4  to  6  p.m. 

April    2'jth. — ^Central    Midwives    Board.  i. 

Queen  Anne's  Buildings,  Westminster,  S.W. 

WORD    FOR    THE    WEEK. 

The  sweetest  music  is  not  in  oratorios,  but  in 
the  human  voice  when  it  speaks  from  its  instant 
life  tones  of  tenderness,  truth  and  courage. — 
Emerson. 


April  8,   1922 


Cbe  :iSrtti0b  journal  of  IRursina. 


ii9 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

THE  FUTURE  HOLDS  OUR  GOLDEN 
OPPORTUNITY. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing 

Dear  Madam, — When,  in  December,  1919, 1  read 
of  the  passing  of  Dr.  Addison's  Bill  for  Nurses, 
I  thought  your  magnificent  fight  of  years'  standing 
was  victoriously  ended  ;  it  seems  now  that  it  only 
then  began,  with  just  this  difference — the  first 
fight  partly  gained  its  end,  I  say  partly  because 
I  know  that  the  Government  Bill  did  hot  embody 
all  that  the  fully-trained  nurse  had  hoped  for. 
Nevertheless,  we  were  grateful  for  this  said  Bill. 
The  second  fight  is  to  hold  on  to  that  which  was 
won. 

Sir  Alfred  Mond,  in  his  utterances  on  March 
22nd,  refers  to  this,  our  fight,  as  an  "  old-standing 
squabble  "  which  should  not  have  troubled  the 
House.  Surely,  this  is  not  the  attitude  to  be  taken 
by  the  Minister  of  Health  towards  a  matter  which 
concerns  that  section  of  the  community  so  vital 
to  the  National  Ministry  of  Health,  i.e.,  the  nursing 
profession.  Sir  Alfred  had  a  great  opportunity  to 
serve  that  section  on  March  22nd,  and  to  display 
his  interest  in  and  knowledge  of  the  rights  of  that 
profession.  Instead,  he  gave  the  House  (i)  a 
questionable  legal  point  for  excuse ;  (2)  an  ad- 
mission of  ingorance  of  a  most  important  com- 
munication from  the  Scottish  Nursing  Council, 
which  had  not  only  been  read  and  discussed  in 
Council,  but  had  appeared  in  the  nurses'  press  ; 
(3)  an  inaccurate  statement  of  numbers  of  nurses 
already  registered  ;  (4)  an  implied  threat  to  repeal 
the  Act  uAless  two  rules,  objected  to  by  a  large 
number  of  nurses  who  have  contributed  to  the 
upkeep  of  the  Register,  and  by  that  right  alone 
are  entitled  to  a  voice  in  this  their  affair,  are 
accepted  ;  and  (5)  {and  not  least  of  his  offences) 
his  opinion  that  the  thorough  work  of  the  Chairman ' 
of  the  Registration  Committee  who  has  insisted 
on  the  original  conditions  of  registration  being 
complied  with,  as  "  meticulous  and  ridiculous." 
So  much  for  his  standard  of  obligation  and  responsi- 
bility. Before  I  conclude  I  would  like  to  remind 
nurses  that  they  are  free  enfranchised  women 
with  a  duty  to  the  community  first  and  next  to 
their  profession,  and  in  the  immediate  future  lies 
their  golden  opportunity. 

Yours  always  loyally, 

S.  F.  ROSSITER. 
Sisters'  Quarters,  Haslar. 

KERNELS     FROM     CORRESPONDENTS 

Coercion  v.  Cricket. 
E.   Shekleton,    Ebury   Street,    S.W. — "  Will   you 
kindly  send  me  the  address  of  the  Registrar  of  the 


Nursing  Council  for  Ireland  ?  As  an  Irishwoman, 
trained  in  England,  I  want  to  know  if  I  may 
register  in  Ireland.  I'm  proud  to  belong  to  the 
Commonwealth  of  Nations  known  as  the  British 
Empire,  and  had  hoped  to  see  my  name  on  what 
one  considered  the  Mother-Register,  but  I  Should 
prefer  to  remain  unregistered  (and  you  know  what 

that  means  to  a  member  of  the  I^eague  of 

Nurses),  than  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
Council  which,  with  a  few  exceptions,  seems  to 
date  from  the  coercive  reigns  of  King  Canute 
and  King  Ina.  One  hoped  that  at  least  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales 
would  be  above  politics,  and  administer  justice 
impartially.  I've  lived  in  Australia,  Switzerland 
and  France  (before,  during,  and  since  the  war), 
and  when  in  Denmark,  some  time  ago,  was  told 
by  a  Matron  who  had  travelled  much  that  English 
Nurses  were  tied  up  in  "  red  tape  "  to  an  extent 
the  women  of  no  other  country  would  stand. 
Small  wonder  Matrons  can't  get  the  applicants 
they  want.  A  modern  College  should  teach 
cricket  !  " 

R.  A.  Conway,  Weld  Road,  Southport. — "  I  am 
furiously  angry  at  these  presumptuous  retrogrades  ; 
anything  more  low-down  mean  could  not  have 
been  conceived.  I  mean  the  tricks  which  have 
resulted  in  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick's,  Miss  Villiers' 
and  Miss  MacCallum's  removal  from  Committees 
of  the  G.N.C.  But  they  are  not  to  have  it  their 
own  way,  their  way  being  all  wrong  for  the 
workers.  If  only  the  workers  would  keep  together 
and  try  and  understand.  I  feel  that  you  mil 
pardon  my  giving  way  to  my  feelings." 

[We  are  only  too  thankful  to  note  honourable 
indignation  and  to  give  it  expression  in  this 
Journal. — Ed.] 

One  of  Many. — "  I  am  boiling  over  the  latest 
iniquity  of  the  9  (a)  and  43  (2)  scandal  and  the 
treatment  of  you  and  others  who  protest.  What- 
ever should  we  do  without  our  staunch  B.J.N.  ?  " 

[No  profession  can  exist  for  a  day  without  an 
organ  in  the  Press.  Its  spirit,  conscience,  genius 
and  progress  would  be  inevitably  crushed  out — by 
financial  exploiters — subsidised  by  employers. — 
Ed.] 

We  regret  to  hold  over  dozens  of  letters  on  this 
matter. — Ed. 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

April  isth. — What  steps  would  you  take  as  a 
midwife  in  a  country  town  to  safeguard  the  health 
of  expectant  mothers  who  have  booked  you  to 
attend  them  when  their  babies  are  born  ? 

April  12nd. — Detail  the  preparation  and 
administration  of  [a)  starch  and  opium  enema, 
(6)  a  stomach  wash-out,  (c)  a  bowel  wash-out. 

April  2gtk. — Give  some  practical  hints  on  the 
application  of  plaster  casts. 
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LEICESTER    AND    LEICESTERSHIRE 
MIDWIVES'    ASSOCIATION. 

Dr.  Gertrude  Austin  presided  recently  at  the 
Eightli  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Leicester  and 
Leicestershire  Mid  wives'  Association,  of  which  she 
is  a  Vice-President,  the  President  being  Miss 
Elinor  Pell  Smith. 

The  Report  stated  that  the  Association  con- 
tinues to  make  steady  progress  and  to  gain  new 
members.  The  Lectures  given  during  the  year 
have  been  particularly  interesting  and  instructive. 
The  resignation  of  Miss  Stanion,  as  Secretary, 
has,  it  is  reported,  been  received  with  mingled 
feelings.  Her  keen  interest  and  readiness  to  help  in 
all  that  concerns  the  Association  makes  her  a 
delightful  colleague,  so  that  it  deeply  regrets 
her  leaving,  but  it  is  more  than  pleased  that  the 
reason  is  her  approaching  marriage,  for  it  knows 
that  from  her  home  sympathy  and  strength  will 
radiate. 

In  Mrs.  Richardson,  the  new  Secretary,  the 
Association  gains  one  willing  to  give  of  her  best. 
With  the  help  of  that  hidden  power.  Miss  Mearns, 
who  unknown  to  many,  and  little  realised  by 
herself,  does  so  much  to  help  on  the  secretarial 
work,  it  is  anticipated  that  all  will  be  as  satisfactory^ 
as  in  past  years. 

"  For  the  rest  of  us,"  says  the  report  "it  is 
in  the  power  of  the  least  favoured  to  be  loyal, 
sisterly  and  gentle." 

An  alteration  has  been  made  in  the  Constitution, 
viz.,  that  Vice-Presidents  do  not  serve  on  the 
Committee  in  virtue  of  their  office,  but  elected 
members  only. 

The  Benevolent  Fund  has,  as  usual,  been  well 
supported.  Members  are  aSked  to  give  notice 
of  any  cases  of  sickness  amongst  their  colleagues, 
so  that  they  may  be  visited,  and  helped  if  help 
is  needed. 

On  the  subject  of  finance,  the  Report  states  that 
the  small  balance  at  the  bank  is  due  not  to  any 
decline  of  membership,  or  failure  of  members  to 
pay  the  Annual  Subscription,  but  to  the  almost 
doubling,  and  sometimes  more  than  doubling  of 
expenses  of  hiring  the  room,  printing,  and  postage. 
The  Treasurers  and  Officers  feel  that  if  the  Associa- 
tion can  pay  its  way  and  keep  out  of  debt,  they 
must  be  content,  as  long  as  it  is  doing  the  useful 
and  good  work  amongst  the  Midwives  of  the 
Town  and  County  it  is  doing  at  present. 

A  Resolution  was  carried,  proposed  by  Nurse 
Wood  and  seconded  by  Nurse  Richardson,  ex- 
pressing the  opinion  that  the  Notification  of  Births 
Act  should  be  amended,  and  that  instead  of  the 
person  in  attendance  within  six  hours  after  the 
birth,  the  person  in  attendance  at  the  time  of 
birth  should  notify,  so  that  cases  of  unqualified 
persons  doing  the  work  of  a  Midwife  may  be 
traced. 


L.C.C.    MIDWIVES'    ACT   COMMITTEE. 

Mrs.  Wilton  Phipps,  J.P.,  has  been  elected 
Chairman,  and  Brigadier- General  R.  J.  Cooper, 
C.B.,  C.V.O.,  to  be  Vice- Chairman. 


THE  ROYAL   NEW    ZEALAND   SOCIETY 

FOR  THE    HEALTH    OF    WOMEN    AND 

CHILDREN. 

The  Royal  New  Zealand  Society  for  the  Health 
of  Women  and  Children  have  a  very  attractive 
way  of  getting  into  touch  with  the  mothers  of  the 
Dominion.  Here  is  a  specimen  of  a  circular  letter 
sent  out  by  a  Plunket  Nurse  working  in  connection 
with  the  Wellington  Branch  of  the  Society. 
Enclosed  is  a  stamped  and  directed  envelope  for 
reply,  with  space  for  indicating  the  best  days,  and 
the  most  convenient  time  for  the  nurse  to  call. 

Letter. 

Dear  Mrs 

Notice  has  just  reached  us  of  your  baby's  birth, 
and  as  you  may  be  losing  the  help  of  your  own 
nurse  about  this  time,  we  wish  to  let  you  know 
that  you  are  more  than  welcome  to  the  services 
of  the  Plunket  Nurse.  Can  we  advise  or  help 
you  in  anj'^  wa^"^  ? 

The  whole  aim  and  purpose  of  the  Society  is 
"  To  help  the  Mothers  and  Save  the  Babies." 

If  you  would  like  me  to  call,  you  need  only  fill 
in  and  post  the  enclosed  stamped  card,  or  you  can 
arrange  matters  by  telephoning  to  the  Central 
Plunket  Rooms,  No.  21-931,  at  any  time  between 
10  a.m.  and  4  p.m.,  from  Monday  to  Friday. 


VOLUNTARY    RESTRICTION    OF 
FERTILITY. 

Dr.  Christopher  Rolleston,  County  Medical  Officer 
for  the  Soke  of  Peterborough,  writes  in  his  Annual 
Report  to  the  Peterborough  Count)'-  Council : — 

"  Gradually  the  voluntary  restriction  of  fertility 
is  spreading  to  all  classes  of  the  community.  Re- 
striction is  practised  in  all  the  most  progressive 
countries.  In  Russia  and  China  the  infant  mor- 
tality and  the  general  death  rate  are  enormous, 
while  in  New  Zealand,  where  fertility  is  low,  the 
death  rate  is  lower  than  anywhere  else,  and  it  can 
be  said  that  the  troops  raised  from  this  colony  and 
Australia  were  the  finest,  physically,  among  the 
belligerent  nations,  and  j^erhaps  the  most  mentally 
alert.  Unrestricted  fertility  undoubtedly  leads 
to  much  Suffering  amongst  women,  and  its  warmest 
advocates,  be  it  noted,  are  celibate  bishops.  In 
the  light  of  experiences  it  may  be  well  to  re- 
consider views  formerly  held,  and  to  institute  a 
svstem  of  birth  control." 


iimc 
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EDITORIAL. 

A    DEFENCE    OF    THE    MODERN 
PROBATIONER. 

The  modern  probationer  could  not  wish  that 
Tier  defence  should  be  in  abler  hands  than  those 
of  Mrs.  Paul,  Chairman  of  the  Professional 
Union  of  Trained  Nurses,  the  last  speaker  at 
the  Nursing-  and  Midwifery  Conference  at  the 
Royal  Horticultural  Hall  last  week. 

Mrs.  Paul  was  particularly  well  qualified  for 
the  task,  asi  she  herself  trained  as  a  nurse  in 
a  leading-  London  Hospital  some  thirty  years 
ago,  and  at  the  present  time  she  has  a 
daughter  who  is  a  probationer  in  a  hospital. 
She  thus  comes  into  contact  not  only  with  the 
point  of  view  of  her  daughter,  but  with  that  of 
her  friends  also. 

The  speaker  said  that  when  asked  to  defend 
the  modern  probationer  she  inquired  of  what 
she  is  accused,  and  was  told  that  she  is  said 
to  be  frivolous,  fond  of  pleasure,  and  that  she 
thinks  more  of  herself  than  of  her  work. 

Mrs.  Paul  confessed  to  some  sympathy  with 
the  outlook  of  Shakespeare  : 

"  Youth  I  do   adore  thee, 
Age  I  do  abhor  thee." 

Her  first  comment  was  that  the  outlook  of 
the  modern  g-irl  was  different  to  that  of  her 
predecessors  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago. 
Formerly  nursing-  and  teachings  were  almost 
the  only  occupations  open  to  g-irls  of  the 
middl-e  classes.  Now  they  have  a  much 
greater  choice  of  occupations,  and  it  is  pre- 
sumable that  they  enter  a  hospital  for  training 
because  nursing-  has  some  attractions  for  them. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  the  modern  girl 
when  she  enters  a  hospital  has  not  left  her 
school  days  very  far  behind ;  the  hospital 
seems  to  her  rather  like  a  school,  and  the 
Sisters  and  senior  officials  like  schoolmis- 
tresses. 

In  the  modern  school  a  girl  is  taught  that 


the  only  true  discipline  is  self-discipline,  and 
with  this  upbringing  she  enters  a  hospital. 
"Put  yourself,"  said  Mrs.  Paul,  "in  the 
modern  g-irl 's  place.  The  attitude  with  which 
she  was  met  was,  *  What  have  you  done  to 
come  here?  '  so  that  it  seemed  to  her  almost 
as  if  she  had  entered  a  reformatory." 

It  was  not  playing-  the  game  to  enforce 
discipline  by  means  of  petty  tyranny ;  for  in- 
stance, a  probationer  may  not  be  allowed  a 
key  to  her  bedroom,  and  she  may  be  liable  to 
have  the  door  of  the  room  opened  at  any  time 
from  the  outside.  Hours  off  duty  were  not 
always  arranged  beforehand,  and  proba- 
tioners were  unable  to  make  arrang-ements  to 
visit  friends  whom  they  wished  to  see.  They 
compared  this  most  unfavourably  with  the 
position  of  their  friends  who  were  typists,  or 
in  other  employments  who  were  able  to  do  so, 
and  who  regularly  had  Saturday  afternoon  and 
Sunday  free.  Of  what  use  was  a  day  off  to 
a  probationer  if  she  was  only  informed  that 
she  was  to  have  it  at  ten  o'clock  the  nig-ht 
before?  If  she  had  no  home  in  Lx>ndon  she 
did  not  know  where  to  g-o,  and  she  probably 
spent  it — well,  not  in  a  way  her  mother  would 
like. 

Again,  her  day  off  was  generally  arranged 
for  lecture  day,  so  that  she  had  to  be  back  by 
six  o'clock. 

Mrs.  Paul  contended  that  hospital  discipline 
was  not  in  accordance  with  that  of  modern 
times.  The  probationer  Avas  squashed,  sat 
upon,  made  to  feel  a  perfect  worm.  It  was  an 
atmosphere  in  which  she  was  not  comfortable  ! 

The  nurses'  superior  officers  of  the  last 
generation  might  be  harsh,  they  mig^ht  be 
stern,  but  they  were  not  vulgar.  Could  as 
much  be  always  said  at  the  present  day? 

We  hope  there  are  not  many  hospitals  where 
discipline  is  enforced,  and  days  off  arrang^ed, 
in  the  manner  described. 
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OUR     PRIZE   COMPETITION. 


WHAT  STEPS    WOULD  YOU   TAKE  AS    MIDWIFE  IN  A 

COUNTRY    TOWN    TO    SAFEGUARD    THE    HEALTH    OF 

EXPECTANT  MOTHERS  WHO    HAVE   BOOKED  YOU   TO 

ATTEND  THEM  WHEN  THEIR  BABIES  ARE  BORN? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  E.  Muddiman,  St.  Luke's  Hos- 
pital, Halifax. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

In  all  cases  when  it  is  not  the  first  preg- 
nancy   inquire   as  to   the   course  of   previous 
.  pregnancies,   confinements,   and   puerperia ;   if 
any     abnormality    or    complication    occurred, 
advise  to  consult  a  doctor. 

Endeavour  to  gain  the  confidence  of  the 
patient.  Visit  the  home,  with  her  consent,  to 
discover  if  there  are  any  insanitary  conditions 
which  can  be  put  right;  also  advise  as  to  per- 
sonal and  general  arrangements  for  the  con- 
finement. 

Note  if  patient  is  working  too  hard,  having 
proper  and  sufficient  food,  or  if  she  needs 
assistance.  Where  possible  persuade  her  to 
attend  ante-natal  centre. 

If  patient  is  nervous,  reassure  her ;  explain 
that  the  majority  of  pregnancies  are  unaccom- 
panied by  any  danger,  and  nature  is  fully  cap- 
able of  bringing-  them  to  a  perfectly  easy  and 
successful  termination. 

When  there  have  been  previous  miscar- 
riages, advise  rest  at  the  time  of  menstrual 
flow. 

Diet. — Usual  diet,  if  sensible;  probably  a 
larger  quantity  after  quickening  has  occurred. 
Meat  only  once  daily.  Avoid  rich  dishes  and 
highly  seasoned  food.  Patient  should  take 
both  raw  and  cooked  fruit,  brown  bread,  and 
green  vegetables,  &c.  ;  drink  plenty  of  water. 
Stimulants  are  unnecessary. 

Dress.  —  A  pregnant  woman  should  be 
loosely  clad;  suitable  clothing  should  be  worn, 
both  as  regards  texture  and  warmth.  Woollen 
underclothing-  is  advisable,  skirts  and  petti- 
coats suspended  from  the  shoulders;  abandon 
co'rsets.  For  lax  abdominal  wall  an  abdominal 
belt  may  be  worn.  Garters  are  injurious,  as 
they  cause  swollen  veins.  If  patient  has  en- 
larged veins,  bandag-e  legs  and  instruct  her 
to  keep  up  feet  when  resting. 

Exercise. — Athletic  and  strenuous  exercises 
should  be  avoided,  but  patient  must  have 
plenty  of  fresh  air  and  should  take  walking 
exercise  daily. 

Stooping-,  reaching-,  and  lifting  heavy 
weights  must  be  avoided.  Theatres  and  even- 
ing entertainments  in  crowded  rooms  should 
also  be  avoided,  as  they  involve  fatigue,  late 
hours,  and  a  hot  and  stuffy  atmosphere. 


Rest. — Recommend  early  hours.  A  preg- 
nant woman  should  have  long  refreshing 
nights,  and  not  rise  too  early  in  the  morning. 
If  possible,  a  rest  should  be  taken  in  the  after- 
noon, when  she  should  lie  down  with  her  feet 
raised. 

Baths. — A  warm  bath  should  be  taken  daily, 
special  attention  being  given  to  breasts  and 
vulva. 

Breasts. — Nipples  should  be  washed  daily, 
and  a  little  eau-de-Cologne  or  spirit  applied  to 
harden  the  tender  skin,  and  so  avoid  cracked 
nipples  later.  If  flattened,  nipples  can  be 
drawn  out  with  some  simple  apparatus  or  with 
the  fingers,  and  a  shield  should  be  worn  over 
breasts  to  prevent  pressure. 

Regulation  of  Bowels. — Constipation  is 
common  during-  pregnancy.  Advise  fruit  and 
veg^etables  as  part  of  the  diet,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, a  mild  vegetable  aperient  must  be  taken. 
Strong  purgatives  should  be  avoided. 

Morning  Sickness. — This  can  be  checked,  if 
not  excessive,  by  taking  a  little  food  before 
rising.  The  patient  should  stay  in  bed  until 
the  feeling-  of  nausea  has  passed.  If  very 
troublesome  a  doctor  must  be  consulted. 

Urine  should  be  tested  every  fortnight  after 
the  sixth  month.  If  scanty,  or  albumen  is 
present,  a  doctor  should  be  consulted. 

Teeth  must  be  taken  care  of,  as  there  is  a 
tendency  to  decay. 

Headache.  —  When  persistent  a  doctor 
should  be  consulted. 

The  pregnant  woman  must  be  advised  to 
seek  the  advice  of  a  registered  medical  practi- 
tioner in  all  illness,  abnormality,  or  complica- 
tion, such  as  :  Deformity  or  stunted  growth ; 
loss  of  blood  ;  abortion  or  threatened  abortion  ; 
excessive  sickness;  puffiness  of  hands  or  face; 
fits  or  convulsions;  dangerous  varicose  veins; 
purulent  discharg-e ;  sores  of  the  genitals. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Mrs.  Firth  Scott,  Miss  H. 
Ballard,  Miss  M.  Robinson,  Miss  P.  Thomson, 
Miss  B.  MacdoinaJd,  Miss  Mary  Gillami,  Miss 
Jessie  White. 

Mrs.  Firth  Scott  writes  :  "  If  one  can  per- 
suade a  preg-nant  woman  to  leave  off  corsets 
it  is  much'  better.  The  corset  presses  the 
growing-  child  against  the  intestines,  and  these 
compress  the  nerves  of  the  spine,  causing-  sick- 
ness and  other  bad  effects. ' ' 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

Detail  the  preparation  and  administration  of 
(a)  a  starch  and  opium  enema;  (b)  a  stomach 
wash-out ;  (c)  a  bowel  wash-out. 
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CARE  OP  THE  MOUTH  IN  EARLY  LIFE. 

By  Joseph  H.  Marcus,  M.D.,  Atlantic 
City.  N.J. 

Before  the  eruption  of  the  teeth  the  normal 
secretions  of  the  mouth  are  quite  sufficient  in 
maintaining-  the  proper  cleanliness  of  the 
mouth.  There  really  is  no  scientific  indication 
for  washing  the  mouth  of  the  infant  in  con- 
junction with  either  artificial  or  breast  feed- 
ings if  the  rubber  nursing-  nipples  and  bottles 
are  kept  scrupulously  clean  for  the  artificially 
fed,  and  the  breast  nipples  of  the  mother  or 
the  wet  nurse  be  cleansed  with  a  solution  of 
boric  acid  before  and  after  nursing.  Thrush 
or  stomatitis  will  thus  be  avoided.  Under 
ordinary  circumstances  the  attendant  should 
not  introduce  her  finger  into  the  infant's 
mouth,  either  to  cleanse  it  or  otherwise.  A 
vigorous  protest  should  be  made  against  the 
manner  in  which  the  nurse  and  others  who 
come  in  contact  with  the  infant  put  their 
fingers  into  its  mouth.  It  would  seem  as 
thoug'h  the  infant's  mouth  were  especially  con- 
sidered by  those  who  ought  to  display  more 
intellig-ence  as  something-  that  should  be  felt. 

A  nurse  should  be  instructed  that  she  is 
never  to  kiss  the  infant  on  the  mouth,  or  to 
allow  anyone  else  to  do  so.  Micro-organisms 
of  disease  can  easily  be  transmitted  in  this 
manner,  and  cause  a  great  deal  of  havoc  that 
well  could  have  been  avoided.  The  fing-ers  and 
hands  of  the  infant  should  not  be  kissed,  as 
they  are  more  or  less  constantly  going-  into  its 
mouth.  Bednar's  Apthse  and  simple  and 
gonorrhoeal  stomatitis  have  been  introduced 
into  the  mouth  of  the  baby  by  means  of  the 
nurse's  fingers. 
^  Epstein  has  conclusively  demonstrated  that 
■washing  the  mouths  of  infants  causes  infec- 
tious ulcerations  of  the  buccal  mucous  mem- 
brane, as  well  as  the  means  by  which  ex^ 
traneous  infections,  such  as  gonorrhoea  and 
sprue,  are  engfrafted  on  the  mucous  membrane. 
In  the  newborn,  bacteria  may  gain  access  to 
the  circulation  through  these  ulcerations,  and 
thus  cause  general  sepsis. 

After  the  teeth  have  erupted  they  may  be 
kept  clean  by  washing-  once  daily,  preferably 
in  the  morning,  with  cotton  moistened  vvith 
milk  of  mag-nesia,  or  with  a  solution  of  boric 
acid.  The  cotton  is  wrapped  around  a  tooth- 
pick, and  no  force  should  be  used  in  the  cleans- 
ing process.  Children  should  be  taught  to  use 
the  tooth  brusih  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  Primary-  teeth  should,  by  all  means, 
receive  the  same  attention  as  the  permanent 
teeth. — From  American  Journal  of  Nursing. 


NURSING    ECHOES. 


An  opportunity  for  important  and  interesting- 
work  in  the  ibea,utif ul  city  of  Montreal  is  offered 
by  the  Victorian  Order  of  Nurses  for  Canada, 
who  are  anxious  to  obtain  a  District  Superin- 
tendent for  the  Montreal  Association  of  the 
Order.  For  the  requirements  we  may  refer 
our  readers  to  our  advertisement  columns, 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  a  nurse  of  the 
hight-st  standing-,  and  of  extensive  experience 
is  required.  We  learn  from  Mrs.  Hannington, 
the  Chief  Superintendent  of  the  Order,  that 
the  lady  appointed  will  have  a  gfreat  oppor- 
tunity for  g-ood  work,  and  that  she  will  need 
a  knowledge  of  modem  methods,  as  well  as 
broad  vision,  to  meet  the  problems  with  which 
she  will  be  confronted. 

Mrs.  Reford,  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Governors  of  the  Victorian  Order,  is  at  present 
in  Europe,  and  will  later  interview  candidates. 

The  activities  of  the  Victorian  Order  are  : 
firstly,  actual  nursing-,  and  instructions  with 
a  view  to  prevention ;  and  secondly,  the 
training-  of  specialists  in  district  and  public 
health  nursing*.  To  a  nurse  of  the  rig^ht  type 
the  opportunity  offers  fine  service  in  the  g-reat 
Dominion.     The  salary  is  good. 


The  Thirty-First  Annual  RepK>rt  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Manag-ement  of  the  Nurses'  Co- 
operation, 22,  Lang-ham  Street,  Portland  Place, 
London,  W.,  to  the  members,  and  nurses  on 
the  staff  of  the  Co-operation,  shows  that  there 
are  now,  385  nurses  on  the  General'  Staff,  and 
thirty-five  Asylum  Trained  Nurses  who  take 
mental  cases  only,  about  100  less  than 
formerly. 

The  Committee  wish  to  point  out  that 
althoug-h  there  is  a  considerable  decrease  in  the 
amount  of  fees  received  in  comparison  with 
the  three  previous  years,  this  is  not  so  disturb- 
ing- as  may  at  first  appear,  and  in  a  great 
measure  is  explained  by  the  g-ood  health  of  the 
country  and  the  altered  circumstances  of  many 
who  now  find  themselves  unable  to  afford  the 
expense  of  a  private  nurse. 

The  Report  records  the  resignation  by  Miss 
Hoadley  of  the  position  of  Lady  Superinten- 
dent, and  the  election  as  her  successor  of  Miss 
J.  M.  Jackson,  O.B.E.,  R.R.C.,  "  whobroug^ht 
with  her  the  hig-hest  credentials,  and  sp>ecial 
experience  in  the  manag-ement  of  a  Nursing- 
Staff." 


Probationer  nurses  at  the  Westminster 
Infirmary  are  to  pay  a  penalty  of  ;)Cio  if  they 
fail  to  stay  at  the  institution  for  three  years. 
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In  addition,  they  will  be  deprived  of  a  testi- 
monial, and  their  uniform  will  remain  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Westminster  Guardians. 

We  wonder  what  is  the  probation  period  of 
probationers  at  this  Infirmary.  It  should  be 
for  a  sufficient  term,  if  a  financial  penalty  is  to 
be  insisted  upon.  In  the  future,  when  the 
G.N.C.  State  Examination  is  in  force,  proba- 
tioners will  have  a  much  g-reater  inducement  to 
fulfil  their  contracts  of  training-,  as  the  State 
Certificate  of  Nursing,  carrying*  with  it  legal 
status,  will,  let  us  hope,  do  much  for  the 
stability  of  the  profession — at  present  in  such 
an  unsatisfactory  condition. 


After  the  opening  of  the  beautiful  new 
Nurses'  Home  there  is  to  be  another  great 
ceremony  when  the  stone  of  the  new  hospital 
is  laid  at  Bagatelle  of  the  Maison  de  Sant6 
Protestante,  now  doing  such  fine  work  in  its 
cramped  quarters  in  Bordeaux. 


At  the  eleventhl  conference  held  in  Calcutta 
in  January  last,  it  was  agreed  that  the  "  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Nursing  Superintendents  of 
India  "  and  the  "  Trained  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion "  should  amalgamate  and  be  known  in 
future  as  "  The  Trained  Nurses'  Association  of 
India."  Communications  should  be  addressed 
to  Miss  E.  Griffin,  Farhat  Manzil,  Nicholson 
Road,  Delhi. 


The  lack  of  self-government  in  Australia  has 
produced  a  very  sad  spl'it  in  the  professional 
ranks  of  the  nurses.  The  Royal  Victorian 
Trained  Nurses'  Association  has  for  years 
done  good  voluntary  Registration  work,  but 
it  has  been  practically  controlled  by  medical 
men,  and,  together  with  hospital  managers, 
they  have  opposed  Registration  by  the  State. 
Th'uis  the  more  progressive  nurses  in  the  State 
formed  a  Guild  and  appealed  to  the  Arbitration 
Court  for  registration  as  an  industry,  which 
many  of  their  colleagnes  consider  infra  dig. 
But  nurses  found  that,  when  working  with 
members  of  other  registered  crafts,  including 
domestic  workers  in  public  and  private  hos- 
pitals, when  their  hours  were  up  the  un- 
organised and  unprotected  nurse  was  compelled 
to  finish  their  jobs. 

The  Guild  was  granted  Registration  in 
February  on  condition  it  amended  its  constitu- 
tion to  exclude  emploj'ers.  The  Royal'  Vic- 
torian Trained  Nurses'  Association  have  power 
of  appeal  to  the  Higher  Court  on  their  claim 
that  "  Nursing  is  not  an  Industry." 

The  delay  in  "speeding  up  State  Registra- 
tion "    has    thus    ended    disastrously    for    the 


members  of  the  Association,  and  the  best 
thing  to  do  is  to  join  up  with  the  Guild  and 
together  demand  a  State  Registration  Act ; 
otherwise  Victorian  Nurses  are  not  eligible  to 
register  under  our  Imperial  Acts. 


THE  INIERNATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF 
NURSES. 

We  hope  the  official  Delegates  appointed  by 
the  National  Council  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  to  attend  the  Executive  Meeting  and 
Conference  of  the  International  Council  of 
Nurses  at  Copenhagen  on  May  22nd,  23rd, 
and  24th  next,  are  fixing  up  their  plans.  It  is 
proposed  the  four  Delegates  should  travel  to^ 
gether,  and  Miss  J.  C.  Child,  who  is  to  repre- 
sent the  South  African  Trained  Nurses'  Asso- 
ciation, will  no  doubt  join  the  party. 

Miss  Edris  Griffin,  the  Hon.  Secretary  of 
the  Trained  Nurses'  Association  of  India, 
notifies  Miss  L.  L.  Dock,  Hon.  Sec.  I.C.N. , 
that  it  has  nominated  Miss  Darbyshire, 
R.R.C. ,  who  was  President  of  the  Association 
last  year,  to  act  as  its  official  Delegate  at 
Copenhagen,  and  to  ascertain  if  it  is  possible 
when  she  arrives  in  London.  There  should 
be  no'  difficulty  about  this  arrangement,  and 
we  shall  be  pleased,  as  Hon.  President  of  the 
I.C.N.,  to  give  any  further  information  re- 
quired by  Miss  Darbyshire. 

Miss  H.  L.  Pearse,  the  Isla  Stewart  Dele^ 
gate,  will  introduce  the  question  of  "  The 
Necessity  for  an  International  Standard  of 
Nursing  Education  "  at  the  Meeting  on  May 
24th,  a  question  which  should  arouse  great 
interest  and  instructive  discussion. 

It  is  interesting  to  find  that  two  of  our  four 
National  Delegates  have  the  R.R.C.  These 
decorations,  with  others,  will,  we  hope,  be 
worn  at  the  official  and  social  gatherings  during 
the  International  Meeting. 


NURSING     AN     EXEMPTED 
EMPLOYMENT. 

The  Unemployment  Insurance  Bill,  as 
amended  in  Standing  Committee  B,  has  now 
been  read  a  third  time  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  without  alteration  to  the  amend- 
ment making  Nursing  one  of  the  exempted 
employments  (Clause  9  (i)  (bh)).  Unless, 
therefore,  any  alteration  is  made  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  nurses  will  be  excluded  froim  the 
irritating  provisions  of  this  Bill,  which  is  quite 
unsuited  to  the  requirements  of  trained  nurses. 
We  heartily  congratulate  our  Profession. 
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QUEEN'S  SUPERINTENDENTS 
CONFERENCE. 


IN 


MGEriNG    OF    SELF-Q0VERN1N6 
SOCIETIES    OF    NURSES. 


The  Annual  Conference  was  held  on  Thursday, 
April  6th,  at  the  Westminster  Technical  Institute, 
where  an  excellent  lunch  was  also  provided, 
prepared  by  the  L.C.C.  students  ;  the  menu  and 
the  waiting  were  carried  out  by  boys  who  are  being 
trained  to  become  chefs  and  waiters,  and  the 
arrangements   were   admirable. 

The  chair  was  taken  by  Mrs.  Bruce  Richmond, 
and  morning  and  afternoon  sessions  were  held. 
The  subjects  discussed  included  the  Status  of  the 
Village  Nurse,  the  Nursing  of  Insured  Persons, 
Unemployment  Insurance,  Superannuation  Scheme 
and  other  subjects  affecting  district  nursing 
organisations. 

About  sixty  Queen's  Superintendents  took  part 
in  the  discussions,  which  were  both  helpful  and 
stimulating.  After  the  Conference,  tea  was  pro- 
vided at  the  office,  58,  Victoria  Street,  by  kind 
invitation  of  the  Council  of  Q.V.J. I.  The  occasion 
was  one  of  great  pleasure  to  many  old  friends  who 
had  not  recently  had  the  opportunity  of  meeting 
one  another  owing  to  the  distance  at  which  they 
work.  ,, 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

April  3rd. 
General  Nursing  Council. 

Mr.  T.  Griffiths  asked  the  Minister  of  Health 
whether,  when  he  informed  the  Section  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council,  representing  the  em- 
ployers' interests,  that  he  was  prepared  to  sanction 
any  rules  consistent  with  the  Act  which  the 
Council  thought  necessary,  it  was  within  his 
knowledge  that  this  section,  consisting  of  10 
matrons,  five  medical  men,  and  four  lay  members, 
formed  the  overwhelming  majority  of  those  upon 
the  Council,  and  that  by  reason  of  this  unequal 
representation  there  was  a  possibility  of  the 
interests  of  the  workers  being  brushed  aside  in 
favour  of  those  of  the  employers  ? 
H  Sir  i^.  MoND  :  I  have  given  no  such  pledge  as 

is  stated  by  the  Hon.  Member.  I  intimated  to 
the  chairman  that  I  would  approve  such  rules 
consistent  with  the  Act  as  the  council  thought 
necessary  to  meet  the  serious  difficulties  wliich  had 
arisen,  and  to  speed  up  registration  and  secure 
an  adequate  electorate  within  the  time  allowed 
under  the  Act.  I  was,  of  course,  acquainted  with 
the  personnel  of  the  council,  and  I  must  once 
again  demur  in  the  strongest  manner  to  any 
suggestion  that  any  one  section  of  the  council  is 
less  anxious  than  another  to  do  what  is  best  in 
the  interest  of  the  workiner  nurses. 


NOTICE. 

We  shall  continue  our  criticism  of  the  Minister's 
brief  from  which  he  made  his  statements  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  March  22nd  in  our  next 
issue,  as  we  think  he  ought  to  know  both  sides  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council  controversy.  Better 
late  than  never. 


DEMAND    FOR    A    GENERAL    NURSING 
COUNCIL  OF  REGISTERED    NURSES. 

The  Meeting  convened  by  the  Registered 
Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council  of  the  members  of 
nurses'  societies  affiliated  in  the  Central  Committee 
for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses,  held  at  11, 
Chandos  Street  on  April  8th,  was  crowded  to  the 
door.  Councillor  Beatrice  "Kent  presided,  and 
the  special  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  hear 
Statements  from  members  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  whom  these  societies  had  nominated  to 
the  Minister  of  Health  for  appointment  on  to  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales. 

In  opening  the  meeting.  Councillor  Beatrice 
Kent  said  she  was  sorry  and  glad  that  a  meeting 
had  been  summoned  so  soon  by  the  Registered 
Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council.  Sorry  that  it 
should  be  necessary  to  show  disapproval  of  certain 
recent  events,  glad  that  the  members  of  self- 
governing  societies  of  nurses  should  come  eagerly 
in  such  large  numbers  to  learn  from  members  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council  what  the  position 
was. 

The  ground  on  which  those  present  should  take 
their  stand  was,  she  thought,  that  of  uncompromis- 
ing opposition  to  partiality,  self-interest  and 
autocracy  on  the  Statutory  Council.  The  type  of 
mind  which  permitted  them  was  the  antithesis  of 
what  we  had  a  right  to  expect  on  such  a  Council 
for  the  word  statute  implied  justice. 

The  General  Nursing  Council  was  responsible 
to  the  nurses,  it  was  not  established  for  personal 
but  for  national  purposes.  The  success  of  any 
Act  depended  upon  the  way  in  which  it  was 
administered,  and  it  was  for  our  General  Nursing 
Council  to  exhibit  a  high  sense  of  duty  and  respon- 
sibility. One  of  the  main  purposes  of  our  demand 
for  State  Registration  had  been  the  protection  of 
the  public,  and  nurses  knew  that  there  were  cases 
of  both  forged  and  stolen  certificates.  Under  the 
Rules  under  which  the  Council  had  worked  hitherto 
original  certificates  when  possessed,  or  other 
documentary  evidence,  had  to  be  produced  to 
the  Council  direct.  Now,  by  a  new  Instruction 
this  was  no  longer  required,  and  the  burden  of 
responsibility  of  recommending  to  the  Council 
applicants  for  registration  was,  in  the  majority 
of  cases,  placed  not  upon  the  members  of  the 
Council  forming  the  Registration  Committee, 
but  upon  the  Registrar,  an  official  not  responsible 
to  the  nursing  profession  and  to  Parliament,  but 
to  the  Council,  nor  was  the  production  of  original 
certificates,  or  of  certified  copies  of  such  certfficates 
any  longer  necessary.  The  Council  had  decided 
to  accept  second-hand  information,  and  no  first- 
hand documentary  evidence  need  be  in  its  posses- 
sion for  compiling  the  Register,  or  for  filing  for 
future  reference. 

Most  careful  scrutiny  of  documents  was  the 
only  way  to  ensure  the  compilation  of  a  correct 
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Register.  When  we  thought  of  the  labour,  energy, 
money,  self-sacrifice,  and  health  expended  to 
gain  our  Registration  Act,  it  behoved  us  to  jeal- 
ously guard  the  purity  of  the  Register. 

The  chairman  expressed  the  opinion  that  in 
approving  the  Rule  (Rule  9 a)  which  authorised 
the  new  procedure  the  Minister  of  Health  was 
acting  unconstitutionally,  as  the  Act  provided  that 
"  the  Council  shall,  before  making  any  Rules 
under  this  Act  with  respect  to  the  conditions  of 
admission  to  the  Register  consult  with  any 
Nursing  Councils  which  may  be  established  by 
Parliament  for  Scotland  and  Ireland  respectively." 
This  had  not  been  done  in  the  present  instance, 
and  if  the  law  maker  became  the  law  breaker 
what  security  was  there  for  the  rightful  adminis- 
tration of  the  Act  ? 

Statement  by  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick. 

Nominee    to    the    Minister   of   the    Central 

Committee  for  the  State  Registration 

OF   Nurses. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  who  was  the  first 
speaker,  presented  an  exhaustive  Statement,  sur- 
ve3n.ng  the  cause  for  the  whole  controversy  in 
the  General  Nursing  Council. 

We  give  here  the  briefest  outline,  as,  by  request 
of  a  large  number  of  her  colleagues,  this  Statement 
will  be  reprinted  in  extenso,  so  that  the  truth 
may  be  made  known. 

She  prefaced  her  remarks  by  saying  that  the 
history  of  the  movement  for  the  State  Registration 
of  Nurses  before  the  passing  of  the  Nurses'  Regis- 
tration Acts  on  December  23rd,  191 9,  was  within 
the  cognisance  of  the  members  of  the  Nurses' 
Societies  affiliated  to  the  Central  Committee,  on 
behalf  of  which  the  Bill,  which  was  drafted  in  191  o, 
was  introduced  annually  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons until  1 914.  It  was  therefore  only  necessary 
to  recall  the  outstanding  facts  since  that  date. 

I.  In  1916  a  Company  of  Laymen,  Limited  by 
Guarantee,  was  formed  known  as  the  CoUege  of 
Nursing'  Ltd.,  the  constitution  of  which  was  almost 
identical  with  that  drawn  up  by  Sir  Cooper  Perry 
and  others  for  an  earlier  society.  Its  initial 
purpose  was  not  to  obtain  State  Registration  of 
Nurses  ;  but,  realising  the  feelings  of  the  Nurses, 
it  speedily  adopted  this  policy,  and  drafted  a  Bill 
with  this  object,  which  proposed  that  the  Council 
of  the  College  should  be  incorporated  in  the  Bill 
as  the  Governing  Body  of  the  Nursing  Profession. 

It  was  important  to  remember  this  fact,  because 
the  causus  belli  in  the  Nursing  Profession  to-day 
was  the  arrogant  claim  of  the  CoUege  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  to  assume  its  entire  control.  Although 
Parliament  denied  the  right  of  the  Council  of  the 
College  to  become  the  Governing  Body  of  the 
Nursing  Profession,  and  provided  for  an  inde- 
pendent and  impartial  General  Nursing  Council  in 
the  Nurses'  Registration  Act,  the  officials  of  the 
College  had  never  ceased  to  use  their  social 
influence  in  furthering  their  previous  demand. 
The  College  also  desired  to  control  the  affairs  of  the 
profession  on  its  economic  and  benevolent  sides, 
and  to  these  claims  the  Free  Nurses  would  never 
submit. 


Moreover,  trouble  was  bound  to  arise  in  the 
General  Nursing  Council  when  members  of  that 
Statutory  Body  were  also  on  the  Governing  Body 
of  a  Limited  Liability  Company  running  a  rival 
Register.  It  appeared  impossible  for  them  to  be 
loyal  to  both. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  said  that  the  members  of  the 
nurses'  societies  might  rest  assured  that  she  and 
the  three  other  members  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  belonging  to  societies  affiliated  to  the 
Central  Committee — Miss  Villiers,  Miss  Macdonald , 
ani  Miss  Cattell — ^were  actuated  solely  by  the 
consideration  that,  as  members  of  a  Nursing 
Council,  set  up  under  a  Nursing  Act,  it  was 
their  duty  to  secure  as  much  professional  recog- 
nition as  possible  for  the  Profession  of  Nursing. 
That  was  their  guiding  principle  throughout. 

Unfortunately,  the  Council  was  not  composed 
exclusively  of  nurses,  out  of  a  membership  of 
twenty-five  persons  there  were  nine  lay  and 
medical  members  over  whom  the  nursing  profession 
had  no  control,  although  they  had  to  pa^'^  their 
attendance  expenses.  But  after  giving  hours  and 
hours  of  anxious  consideration  to  the  construction 
of.  the  Constitution  and  the  Rules,  they  were 
satisfied  when  the  Minister  of  Health  signed  the 
Rules  on  July  14th,  192 1,  that  they  were  just 
and  as  good  as  they  could  hope  to  make  them. 

The  troubles  that  had  since  arisen  in  the 
Council  have  been  caused  : — 

1.  By  the  proposal  of  Miss  Cox  Da  vies  to 
deprive  Nurses  of  the  record  of  their  certificates 
on  the  State  Register,  a  proposal  to  which 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  immediately  took  strong 
exception,  and  which  was  eventually  defeated. 

2.  By  the  new  Rule  proposed  by  Dr.  GoodaU, 
authorising  the  acceptance  by  the  Council  of 
second-hand  entrants. 

3.  By  the  new  Rule,  proposed  by  Miss  Coulton, 
providing  for  the  re-constitution  of  the  Standing 
Committees  ;    and 

4.  By  the  Instruction,  proposed  by  Miss  Cox 
Davies,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  deprive  the 
Registration  Committee  of  the  power  to  examine, 
and  present  to  the  Council  for  approval,  the 
credentials  and  references  of  applicants  for  regis- 
tration other  than  those  which  the  Registrar,  in 
her  discretion,  permitted  them  to  inspect,  the 
effect  of  the  Instruction  being  to  give  absolute 
power  to  the  Registrar  to  withhold  from  the 
Committee  any  applications  which  she  considered 
in  order,  and  to  place  the  members  of  a  Statutory 
Body  in  a  most  invidious  position,  by  denying  to 
them  authority  to  carry  out  the  responsibilities 
entrusted  to  them  by  Parliament. 

5.  The  pre-arranged  elimination  of  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  from  the  Registration  Committee  and  its 
chair,  and  of  Miss  Villiers,  the  only  expert  in 
Fever  Nursing,  from  the  Education  and  Exami- 
nation Committee,  and  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  and 
Miss  MacCaUum  from  the  General  Purposes 
Committee,  which  recommends  of&cials  and  con- 
trols office  expenditure. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  pointed  out  that  the  effect  of 
placing  Dr.  GoodaU  in  the  Chair  of  the  Registra- 
tion Committee  was  that  the  certificates  authorising 
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Ntirses  to  practice  their  profession  as  Registered 
Nurses  were  now  signed  by  two  medical  men,  and 
that  the  signature  of  a  nurse  member  of  the  Council 
did  not  appear  upon  them.  A  laywoman  had  also 
been  placed  in  the  chair  of  the  General  Purposes 
Committee.  Thus  out  of  the  six  Standing  Com- 
mittees constituted  under  the  General  Nursing 
Council  the  only  professional  chairman  remaining 
was  Miss  Lloyd-Still,  Chairman  of  the  Education 
and  Examination  Committee.  The  nominees  of 
the  Nurses'  societies  affiliated  to  the  Central 
Committee  who  had  jealously  safeguarded  efficient 
standards  of  general  and  financial  management, 
and  rightful  professional  representation  on  their 
Governing  Body,  and  who  had  guarded  the  rights 
of  individual  nurses  who  pay  the  whole  cost  of 
administering  the  Act,  against  a  powerful  caucus 
of  their  employers,  who  pay  nothing,  had  thus 
been  severely  penalised. 

It  was  for  the  Free  Nurses  of  this  country  to 
decide  whether,  having  won  legal  status,  they  were 
going  to  submit  to  this  treatment,  or  to  subject 
their  representatives  who  had  stood  unflinchingly 
for  the  protection  of  their  interests  to  a  continua- 
tion of  such  reprehensible  methods  of  intimidation. 

Statement  by  Miss  Isabel    Macdonald. 

Nominee  to  the  Minister  of  the  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association. 

Miss  Isabel  Macdonald  said  that  the  disaster 
in  connection  with  the  General  Nursing  Council 
was  that  the  members  of  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  who  sat  upon  it  had  two  masters  to 
serve. 

The  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  set  out  to  be  the 
Governing  Body  of  the  Nursing  Profession,  its 
educational  authority,  its  mouth-piece  in  the  body 
politic,  and  the  almsgiving  authority.  They  came 
in  to  serve  this  body  and  the  State  constituted 
authority,  too  ;  it  could  not  be  done,  all  along 
they  could  not  be  quite  disinterested. 

The  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association  was  very 
much  against  applications  not  being  scrutinized 
by  members  of  the  Registration  Committee.  In 
^  regard  to  the  new  Instruction,  she  was  very  much 
surprised  that  the  Registrar  was  willing  to  take 
such  responsibility,  as  it  imposed  upon  her. 
Personally,  nothing  would  have  induced  her  to 
do  so.  During  the  time  that  the  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association  maintained  a  Register  they 
had  several  times  been  threatened,  by  people  whose 
applications  had  not  been  accepted.  She  was 
always  able  to  say  that  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee was  responsible.  She  did  not  consider  that 
the  onus  of  the  decision  should  rest  upon  any  one 
person.  Moreover,  the  members  of  the  Council 
had  the  right  to  the  fullest  information  as  to 
applications. 

In  regard  to  the  Resolution  reconstituting  the 
Committees,  the  whole  atmosphere  of  the  Council 
Room  vibrated  with  treachery.  The  Resolution 
cloaked  a  purpose  which  was  not  advanced,  and 
the  woman  who  moved  the  Resolution  knew  it. 

Mrs.  Fen  wick  had  referred  to  the  active  part 
taken  by  members  of  the  Council  in  the  framing 
of  the  Rules,  but  it  was  only  fair  to  say  that  every 


word  in  those  Rules  had  either  been  drafted  or 
most  carefully  considered  by  Mrs.  Fenwick  herself, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Registration  Committee. 
She  did  that  enormous  piece  of  work  for  the  nurses, 
and  it  was  right  that  the  profession  should  know  it. 

Statement   by  Miss  Alice  Cattell. 

Nominee  to  the  Minister  of  the  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association. 
Miss  Cattell  said  that  she  endorsed  everything 
that  had  been  said.  Hardly  anyone  on  the  Council 
was  reaUy  out  for  the  nurses.  If  the  Register 
was  compiled  as  at  present  proposed,  it  would  not 
be  worth  the  paper  it  was  written  on. 

Statement  by  Miss   Maude   MacCallum. 

Nominee  to  the  Minister  of  the  Professional 
Union  of  Trained  Nurses. 

Miss  MacC\llum  endorsed  what  had  been 
said  by  the  previous  speakers.  She  also  emphasised 
what  the  nurses  owed  to  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick. 
No  one  had  any  idea  how  she  had  worked  for  them 
who  had  not  worked  with  her. 

The  Minister  of  Health,  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, had  referred  to  the  present  situation  in 
the  General  Nursing  Council  as  "an  old  standing 
squabble"  between  two  societies.  She,  therefore, 
wished  to  say  that  she  herself  came  into  nursing 
politics  only  a  few  years  ago,  knowing  nothing, 
but  from  the  first  moment  she  had  entered  a 
hospital,  she  had  met  with  injustices  (not  to 
herself)  every  step  of  the  way.  She  went  on  the 
General  Nursing  Council  loyally  intending  to  do 
her  duty,  and  she  found  there  one  person  who 
reaUy  understood  the  question  and  knew  what 
was  required  to  build  up  the  profession  of  nursing 
through  State  Registration,  and  that  was  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick.  She  had  been  falsely  accused 
of  holding  up  Registration,  whereas  she  had 
worked  devotedly  to  put  applications  through. 
Miss  MacCallum  said  that,  owing  to  pressure  of 
other  work,  she  was  herself  not  able  to  give  a  great 
deal  of  time  to  scrutinizing  applications,  but,  on 
each  occasion  she  had  attended,  she  could  have 
worked  one,  two,  or  three  hours  longer  had  the 
work  been  prepared  for  scrutiny.  This  was  not 
done,  in  spite  of  the  large  staff  in  the  office.  She 
would  like  here  and  now  to  say  that  it  was  a  lie 
to  say  the  work  of  registration  had  been  held  up 
by  the  methods  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Regis- 
tration Committee.  Her  methods  were  thorough 
and  expeditious. 

Another  point  she  made  was  that  the  only 
people  never  considered  were  the  nurses.  She  had 
never  yet  heard  one  member  of  the  Council  outside 
the  six  nurses'  representatives  ask  what  would  be 
the  nurses'   point  of  view. 

Miss  MacCallum  referred  to  the  re-constitution 
of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  and  the 
elimination  of  the  nurse  representatives.  She 
found,  as  a  member  of  that  Committee  that  when 
she  made  suggestions  in  the  interests  of  economy 
as  to  the  office  arrangements  they  were  resented. 
Now  a  titled  lady  had  been  placed  in  the  chair, 
and  there  was  no  nurse  other  than  a  Matron  upon  it 

What  other  profession,  she  asked,  would  submit 
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to  having  its  professional  diplomas  signed  by 
two  members  of  another  profession.  If  anyone 
suggested  to  teachers  or  doctors  that  their  dip- 
lomas should  be  signed  by  two  archbishops,  or 
archangels,  or  nurses,  would  they  not  lead  him 
out  of  the  room  and  get  a  keeper  for  him  ?  Would 
anyone  dare  to  make  such  a  suggestion  except  to 
down-trodden  nurses  ? 

Miss  Bertfa  Cave,  who  said  she  was  a  member 
of  both  the  R.B.N.A.  and  the  College,  saw  no 
reason  why  certificates  should  be  signed  by  a 
matron. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  replied  that  if  the  nurses  had  a 
scrap  of  professional  self-respect  they  would 
demand  that  a  Registered  Nurse,  as  Chairman  of 
the  Registration  Committee,  should  sign  the 
Certificates.  The  medical  profession  had  no 
jurisdiction  over  the  nursing  profession  outside 
the  sick  room.' 

Mi  s  St  .■{AH  an  said  she  would  not  take  office  on 
that  Committee  as  at  present  handicapped  if  she 
was  paid  ;^i 0,000  a  year.  The  members  were 
deprived  of  the  power  of  performing  their  duties 
at  the  instance  of  those  who  were  too  ignorant  to 
know  what  they  were  doing,  or  too  idle  to  perform 
the  work. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The  following  Resolutions  were  then  proposed : — 

Resolution   I. 

That  this  Meeting  desires  to  record  its  warm  approval 
of  the  policy  of  its  nominees  on  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick, 
Miss  S.  Villiers,  Miss  Isabel  Macdonald,  and  Miss  A. 
Cattell,  and  to  associate  with  them  Miss  Maude  Mac- 
Callum  and  Mr.  Christian,  and  to  offer  them  a  very 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  for  the  firm  stand  they  have 
taken  in  protecting  the  best  interests  of  nurses,  and 
the  prestige  of  the  Nursing  Profession  during  the  recent 
crisis  in  the  Council. 

Furthermore,  the  Meeting  desires  to  express  its 
strong  disapproval  of  the  methods  by  which  the 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  Council  agreed  to 
deprive  Mrs.  Fenwick,  Miss  Villiers,  and  Miss  MacCal- 
lum  of  office  on  the  Registration,  Education,  and 
General  Purposes  Committees  of  the  Council  and  the 
Profession  of  their  expert  services,  and  offers  them 
sincere  sympathy  on  the  indignities  to  which  they 
have  been  subjected. 

Miss  Gladys  le  Geyt,  in  moving  the  first  Resolu- 
tion, congratulated  the  members  of  the  free  self- 
constituted  nurses'  societies  on  the  wisdom  with 
wliich  they  had  made  their  selection  of  nominees 
for  the  General  Nursing  Council.  Month  in,  month 
out,  they  had  served  the  interests  of  the  nurses 
and  guarded  their  liberties  and  rights.  Theirs  was 
creative  brain-work,  manifested  in  that  book  of 
Rules  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  down  to 
spade-work  and  the  dull  routine  of  conscientious 
methodical  examination  of  the  genuine  evidence  of 
certificates  and  testimonials  placed  before  them,  in 
the  interests  of  the  Nursing  Profession,  and  the 
public  whom  it  serves. 

What  was  happening  to-day,  when  by  secret 
ballot  our  trusted  representatives  had  been  deprived 
of  office  on  the  Committees  she  had  named.  It 
needed  looking  into. 


Miss  le  Geyt  reminded  the  meeting  that,  in  sup- 
porting the  Resolution,  they  were  not  only  protect- 
ing themselves,  but  guarding  the  liberties  and  econo- 
mic status  of  those  thousands  of  voiceless,  innocent 
fellow-workers  in  training  to-day.  If  "we  allowed 
the  new  Rules  to  go  forth  unchallenged,  and  with- 
out protest,  the  precedent  would  have  been  estab- 
lished whereby  the  Certificate  of  Registration  might 
for  all  time  be  sent  out  without  the  signature  of 
a  single  nurse-member  of  the  Council.  You  could 
not  dip  into  history  without  finding  on  every  other 
page  the  fight  to, break  down  precedent  in  England. 

By  their  presence  at  the  meeting  the  members  of 
the  self-governing  societies  had  vindicated  their 
right  to  be  remembered  in  the  history  of  Nursing 
as  those  who  vehemently  protested  against  the  auto- 
cratic treatment  of  the  Nursing  Profession  by  the 
members  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  on  the 
General  Nursing  Council,  and  also  demanded  that 
the  government  of  the  nurses  should  be  by  the 
nurses  themselves  and  not  by  any  other  profession. 

Our  loyalty  was  wholeheartedly  at  the  service  of 
the  medical  profession  when  we  served  them  at  the 
post  of  duty,  but  we  insisted  that  in  the  manage- 
ment of  nursing  affairs  nurses  must  voice  their 
own  needs  and  their  own  rulings.  She  therefore 
asked  the  meeting  to  supp>ort  the  Resolution. 

Miss  Stewart  Bryson  seconded  the  Resolution, 
and  spoke  of  the  wonderful  example  the  Nursing 
Profession  had  in  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  and  her 
splendid  work.  Everyone,  by  working  sincerely, 
could  do  something  to  further  the  cause.  Mrs. 
Fenwick  had  shown  them  daylight,  and  they  also 
must  work  to  show  their  gratitude. 

Miss  Villiers,  one  of  the  most  respected  Matrons 
In  the  Fever  Nursing  Service,  was  one  under  whom 
she  had  served  as  Assistant  Matron,  and  from 
whom  she  had  learnt  much.  Miss  Villiers  had  a 
strong  sense  of  justice,  and  always  Insisted  that 
every  nurse,  down  to  the  most  junior  probationer, 
must  have  justice. 

Miss  Bryson  concluded  by  saying  that  she  could 
not  express  how  grateful  she  was  to  the  pioneers 
of   nursing  organisation. 

The  Resolution  was  then  put  to  the  vote  and 
carried  unanimously. 

Resoiution   II. 

That  this  Meeting  has  learned  with  indignation  of  the 
threat  made  by  the  Minister  of  Health  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  Wednesday,  March  22nd,  that  if  new 
Rules,  obnoxious  to  large  numbers  of  nurses  were  not 
agreed,  he  would  move  the  repeal  of  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Act  for  England  and  Wales. 

Further,  this  Meeting  respectfully  informs  the 
Minister  of  Health  that  the  societies  of  free  nurses 
affiliated  in  the  Central  Committee  for  the  State 
Registration  of  Nurses  will  resist,  by  every  means  in 
their  power,  any  attempt  to  deprive  the  Nursing 
Profession  of  the  legal  status  and  other  privileges 
granted  to  them  by  Parliament,  for  which  they  have 
worked  for  30  years  and  paid  upwards  of  ^^30,000  to  win. 

Miss  G.  Lord,  in  moving  the  Resolution,  said 
that  she  wished  that  all  in  the  audience,  and,  in- 
deed, all  thinking  nurses  who  had  acquainted 
themselves  with  the  history  of  the  long  struggle 
for  State  Registration,  had  been  in  the  House  of 
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Commons  on  March  22nd.  She  was  certain  that 
even  those  who  had  "  wobbled  "  would  have  had 
their  indignation  raised  to  white  heat,  and  have 
longed,  as  she  did  (though  not  accustomed  to 
public  speaking)  to  be  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
of  Commons  for  even  five  minutes,  had  they  heard 
the  Minister  of  Health  endeavour  lightly  to  brush 
aside  our  champion's  (Major  Barnett's)  protest 
with  the  remark,  "  this  is  really  a  very  old  stand- 
ing squabble  which  really  ought  not  to  trouble 
the  House,"  and,  continuing,  make  statements 
showing  he  had  not  taken  the  trouble  to  inform 
himself  of  the  history  of  our  prolonged  fi^t  for 
State  Registration.  One  would  imagine  he  thought 
it  began  when  the  College  of  Nursing  came  into 
existence  in  1916. 

How  dare  he  declare  his  partiality  for  one  p>oint 
of  view  and  tell  the  House  he  had  got  those  who 
"  downed  tools  "  to  go  back  by  promising  them 
his  support ! 

The  constitutional  method  was  provided  for  in 
the  Act,  and  a  previous  meeting  has  pointed  it  out 
to  the  Minister  in  praying  him  to  dissolve  the 
Council  and  let  the  Registered  Nurses  elect  their 
own  representatives. 

.Another  point  :  The  Minister  explained  that 
nurses  were  not  registering  as  was  hoped  because 
of  the  insecurity  of  the  postal  arrangements,  and 
he  sympathised  with  that.  A  fine  oligarchy  we 
had  got!  What  was  the  real  reason?  It  was 
that  nurses  do  not  trust  the  present  General 
Nursing  Council,  or  understand  why  a  certificate 
and  guinea  sent,  for  instance,  in  November  last, 
had  not  yet  brought  forth  a  certificate  of  Regis- 
tration. 

The  Central  Committee,  said  Miss  Lord,  could 
not  be  treated  lightly.  It  was  recognised  in  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Act,  and  the  societies  of 
nurses  affiliated  to  it  would  resist  any  attempt  to 
deprive  the  Nursing  Profession  of  legal  status  and 
other  privileges.  Our  pioneers  should  not  have 
worked  in  vain.  The  ;^30,ooo  already  exp>ended 
was  not  lightly  got  or  given.  Nor  was  it  collected 
from  'charitable  persons,  or  applied  for  the  donors' 
%        own  particular  benefit. 

To  many  of  those  who  had  worked  for  the 
Nurses'  Act  it  was  too  late  to  be  of  use,  but  their 
work  and  their  money  was  their  gift  to  the  present 
and  future  members  of  their  profession.  Was  this 
to  be  lightly  thrown  away  by  those  who  cared  less 
for  principle  fhan  for  gaining  their  own  way? 

It  was  well  to  remember  that  many  of  our 
opponents  signed  a  public  manifesto  against  State 
Registration  not  many  years  ago,  a  copy  of  which 
could  be  seen  at  the  office  of  the  N. U.T.N. 

Lastly,  said  Miss  Lord,  it  was  no  use  to  say 
that  we  would  resist  unless  every  individual  mem- 
ber of  the  societies  went  into  the  matter  heart  and 
soul.     We  were  up  against  a  very  stiff  fight. 

Miss  H.  Hawkins,  P.L.G.,  in  seconding  the 
resolution,  said  that  in  the  early  days  of  the  war 
many  men  went  out  to  fight  sorely  against  their 
inclinations ;  they  were  men  of  peace  and  goodwill, 
who  asked  nothing  better  than  to  be  left  to  follow 
their  own  avocations  in  peace. 


But  something  within  them  whispered  that  such 
peace  would  be  a  dishonour. 

It  was  so,  she  was  sure,  with  most  of  those 
gathered  together  that  evening.  We  had  so  hoped 
that  the  long  strife  was  ended,  and  that  those  who 
had  fought  so  long  and  so  well  would  now  be  able 
to  rest  on  their  well-deserved  laurels. 

But,  alas  !  once  more  the  battle-cry  had  sounded, 
and  we  must  once  more  rally  to  the  colours. 

The  unworthy  threat  of  His  Majesty's  Minister 
uttered  in  His  Commons  must  perforce  arouse  in 
our  breasts  the  instinct  of  self-preservation.  If  it 
were  not  an  idle  threat  uttered  to  bring  our  leaders 
to  heel,  then  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  warning 
note,  like  the  boom  of  the  guns  preceding  an  air 
raid. 

As  we  could  not  suppose  that  a  serious  Minister 
would  waste  the  time  of  the  Commons  in  futility, 
we  must  consider  this  utterance  in  all  seriousness. 
What  about  it? 

Well,  of  course,  we  must  be  prepared  to  resist 
by  all  means  in  our  power  usch  a  monstrous  course 
of  action. 

In  our  Journal  this  week  someone  asked  :  "  Are 
we  a  free  nation  or  are  we  not?  "  She  would  leave 
someone  else  to  answer  that,  but  we  had  it  on  the 
Highest  Authority  that  "  only  the  Truth  can  make 
us  free." 

To  fight  for  truth  and  justice  would  mean  self- 
sacrifice.  It  must  mean  above  all  that  we  shunned 
the  lure  of  popularity  as  we  shunned  the  devil. 

She  imagined  the  pursuit  of  it  had  caused  more 
secession  in  the  ranks  of  those  who  once  fought 
the  good  fight  alongside  of  us  than  any  other  cause. 

Right  did  not  always  win,  but  we  must  not  let 
that  daunt  us.  Rather  let  us  take  for  our  motto 
the  words  of  the  Roman  matron  to  her  son  on  the 
eve  of  battle  :  "  Return  with  your  shield  or  upon 
it." 

In  absolute  confidence  she  said  that  those  words 
were  engraven  deep  on  the  hearts  of  our  champion 
leader,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  of  her  able  ally, 
Miss  Margaret  Breay,  and  of  those  other  fighters 
for  the  right  whose  names  they  had  heard.  It 
was  with  great  pleasure  that  she  seconded  the 
Resolution. 

The  Resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

Resolution  III. 

That  this  Meeting  protests  against  a  medical  man 
being  placed  in  the  Chair  of  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee, because  (i)  it  is  most  undesirable  that  medical 
practitioners  should  grasp  any  further  executive  power 
over  the  interdependent  Profession  of  Nursing  in  its 
own  General  Nursing  Council,  and  (2)  because  by  omit- 
ting the  signature  of  a  Registered  Nurse-member  of  the 
Council  from  the  certificate  authorising  holders  to  use 
the  title  of  "  Registered  Nurse,"  the  status  of  Nursing 
as  a  Profession  will  be  ignored  and  depreciated. 

This  meeting  also  protests  against  a  laywoman 
having  been  elected  by  Matrons  to  the  important 
position  of  Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee, which  Committee  regulates  and  supervises  the 
work  of  the  professional  and  clerical  stafif  in  the  Office 
(the  cost  of  which  Office  is  upwards  of  /s.ooo  a  year) 
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as   the   whole   of   the    money  is   contributed   by   the 
Registered  Nurses. 

This  Meeting  is  of  opinion  that  such  appointments 
should  be  limited  to  Registered  Nurses. 

Miss  Kathleen  A.  Smith,  R.R.C,  in  moving 
the  third  Resolution,  said  she  had  read  recently 
that  nothing  which  was  worth  while  was  wrought 
suddenly,  and  that  was  true  of  this  fight  of  ours. 
The  struggle  had  gone  on  so  long  for  the  uplifting 
of  our  profession,  which  was  the  best  anyone 
could  have,  and  we  thought  we  had  won  the  victory. 
But,  no.  Why  not  ?  Because  some  of  our  own 
profession  whom  we  thought  we  could  trust  had 
failed  us. 

Our  leaders  had  stood  for  all  that  was  best  and 
highest  in  the  profession,  but  some  who  had 
not  given  so  much  time  and  thought  to  the  matter 
were  of  opinion  that  nurses  could  not  govern 
themselves  ;  personally  she  thought  the  women 
who  had  done  this  thing  had  betrayed  their 
profession.  They  had  shown  they  had  no  confid- 
ence in  their  colleagues,  yet  some  who  had  done 
this  were  the  heads  of  training  schools,  having, 
themselves,  great  responsibility.  Did  they  not 
feel  competent  to  scrutinize  applications  for 
registration  ?  By  their  vote  a  medical  man  had 
been  placed  in  the  chair  of  the  Registration 
Sl:anding  Committee  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  and  they  had  thereby  shown  a  lack  of 
confidence  in  themselves.  What  did  the  nurses 
think  about  it  ? 

What  did  they  think  about  voting  a  lay  woman 
into  the  chair  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  ? 
It  was  a  scandal.  No  lay  woman  should  hold  such 
a  position  in  the  General  Nursing  Council,  a 
Registered  Nurse  should  have  been  placed  there. 
She  went  further  and  said  no  lay  woman  should 
ever  have  been  allowed  to  have  a  seat  on  the 
General  Nursing  Council.  It  should  have  been 
composed  entirely  of  nurses. 

Miss  Smith  referred  to  "  that  splendid  pioneer 
of  nursing,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  whose  signature 
she  was  proud  to  say  she  had  on  her  certificate.  ' 
She  earnestly  hoped  that  the  certificates  would 
again  bear  the  signature  of  a  Registered  Nurse 
Member  of  the  Council. 

Miss  Trevena,  who  seconded  the  Resolution, 
said  Miss  Smith  had  put  the  case  so  clearly  that 
there  was  little  for  her  to  say.  As  a  working  nurse, 
and  one  who  had  suffered  grievously  from  lay 
and  medical  control,  she  would  like  to  thank  her 
as  a  Matron  for  standing  by  the  workers.  What 
struck  her  most  was  that  the  majority  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  did  not  realise  that  the 
State  Register  was  not  financed  on  charity 
though  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  was  subsidised, 
it  was  financed  from  the  hard  earnings  of  the 
nurses.  In  her  view  it  almost  amounted  to  serfdom 
to  contribute  this  money  in  order  that  lay  people 
might  try  to  manage  our  affairs. 

The  Resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

Resolution    IV. 

That  owing  to  the  determination  upon  the  part  of 
the  lay  and  medical  element  of  the  General  Nursing 


Council,  supported  by  the  College  Matrons,  to  deprive 
the  Profession  of  Nursing  of  expert  help  on  the  Stand- 
ing Committees  of  the  Council,  the  members  of  the 
free  nurses'  organisations  affiliated  to  the  Central 
Committee  for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses  invite 
the  Registered  Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council  to  pro- 
ceed at  the  earliest  possible  date  to  include  in  its  con- 
stitution the  object  of  working  for  a  General  Nursing 
Council  composed  of  Registered  Nurses,  upon  the  same 
professional  basis  as  that  of  the  General  Medical 
Council,  which  can  alone  secure  professional  self- 
government. 

Mrs.  Paul,  in  moving  the  fourth  Resolution, 
remarked  that  a  lady  in  the  audience  had  stated 
that  her  massage  and  midwifery  certificates  were 
not  signed  by  matrons,  but  two  wrongs  never 
made  a  right.  Nurses  should  show  a  little  more 
spirit. 

She  would  like  to  impress  on  those  present  the 
necessity  for  working  for  the  reform  advocated 
in  the  Resolution.  One  did  not  achieve  things 
by'  merely  grumbling,  or  by  reproaching  the 
medical  members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
with  patronage.  They  must  get  to  work  to 
organize,  and  to  find  the  money  to  support  their 
propaganda,  for  the  Free  Nurses  supported  their 
own  organizations,  they  were  not  subsidised  by 
charitable  doles. 

The  old  Local  Government  Board  had  a  rule 
by  which  people  in  receipt  of  relief  were  dis- 
franchised. She  commended  it  to  attention. 
She  had  much  pleasure  in  moving  the  Resolution, 
and  endorsed  the  principle  which  it  incorporated — 
the  government  of  nurses,  by  nurses,  for  the  benefit 
of  nurses. 

Miss  C.  A.  Little  (Hull)  seconded,  and  re: 
marked  that  thirty  years  ago,  when  she  was  a 
probationer  in  training,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick 
came  down  to  the  hospital  where  she  was  working 
to  speak  on  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses. 
She  considered  it  a  great  honour  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  paying  tribute  to  her  to-day. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  State  Registration 
movement  the  majority  of  hospital  authorities 
were  against  it,  and  the  matrons  followed  the  line 
of  least  resistance.  Miss  Little  expressed  great 
faith  in  the  judgment  of  public  opinion,  and 
illustrated  her  belief  by  an  anecdote  of  a  youth 
who  not  long  since  kicked  over  an  old  lady's 
flower  basket  in  the  middle  of  the  road  and  fled. 
She  threatened  him  with  dire  penalties.  Who 
did  the  public  sympathise  with  ?  The  flower 
seller  of  course  ;  and  if  Sir  Alfred  Mond  put  his 
foot  under  our  flower  basket,  public  opinion  would 
be  with  us.  She  had  much  pleasure  in  seconding 
the  Resolution. 

Miss  Isabel  Macdonald  said  that  a  few  hundred 
years  ago  people  were  subjected  to  physical 
torture  on  the  rack.  Now  physical  torture  was 
out  of  date,  but  persecution  through  the  intellect, 
the  method  adopted  to-day,  was  almost  as  cruel. 
It  was  that  form  of  persecution  to  which  Mrs. 
Fenwick  had  been  subjected. 

Almost  the  most  important  part  of  the  Resolu- 
tion was  the  constructive  policy  which  it  advocated 
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of  working  for  a  General  Nursing  Council  com- 
posed of  Registered  Nurses. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick  asked  the  meeting  not 
to  think  that  they  had  gained  nothing.  In  spite  of 
present  difficulties,  they  had  won  legal  status 
by  the  passing  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act. 
Before  that  we  were  building  on  sand,  now  we 
were  building  on  a  rock. 

The  present  generation  might  not  see  the 
establishment  of  a  General  Nursing  Council 
composed  of  nurses  only.  It  was  a  revolutionary 
proposal  in  this  land  of  privilege  and  prejudice, 
but  the  younger  generation  if  they  were  faithful 
would  see  it.  At  any  rate  we  would  begin  next 
week  to  work  for  it.  Eventually  the  Free  Nurses 
would  win.  It  would  entail  sacrifice,  but  they 
would  enter  into  this  new  fight  "  tails  up."  It 
was  perfectly  certain  that  this  polyglot  Council 
was  ridiculous.  It  was  dangerous  to  personal 
liberty,  tyrannical  and  out  of  date.  They  must 
substitute  something  worthy  of  respect  in  its  place. 
The  Resolution  was  carried  enthusiastically  and 
unanimously. 

Resolution   V. 

That  the  members  of  the  free  nurses'  organisations 
present  at  this  Meeting  pledge  themselves  to  combine 
for  self  protection,  and  for  the  protection  of  such 
privileges  as  have  been  granted  them  by  Parliament  in 
the  Nurses'  Registration  Act.  And  they  hereby 
further  pledge  themselves  to  work  for  the  estabUsh- 
ment  of  a  Nursing  Council  composed  of  Registered 
Nurses  (analogous  to  the  General  Medical  Council  which 
is  composed  exclusively  of  Registered  Medical  Practi- 
tioners) for  the  organisation  and  self-government  of  the 
Nursing  Profession. 

Miss  H.  L.  Pearse  in  moving  the  last  Resolution, 
said  it  focussed  that  which  had  gone  before. 
She  desired  to  emphasise  the  pledge  which  it 
contained.  One  way  of  carrying  out  this  pledge 
was  to  strengthen  the  self-governing  Associations 
of  nurses,  and  she  suggested  that  every  member 
should  endeavour  to  get  two  other  meijibers, 
and  further,  work  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Nursing  Council  composed  of  Registered  Nurses. 
By  this  means  we  should  get  order,  and  good, 
out  of  the  present  disturbance.  If  we  meant  to 
attain  this  end  then  every  member  of  Parliament 
must  be  put  wise.  There  would  before  long  be  ah 
opportunity.  The  speaker  also  urged  nurses 
to  use  their  votes  for  the  election  of  the  16  nurse 
members  of  their  own  Council  wisely  when  that 
election  took  place. 

The  Resolution  was  seconded  by  Miss  A.  E. 
HuLME,    and    carried    unanimously. 

The  Chairman  emphasised  the  importance  of 
co-operation,  organization,  and  articulation,  and 
the  meeting  terminated,  after  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  speakers,  and  to  the  Chairman  for 
the  admirable  manner  in  which  she  had  presided. 
■     >» 

WORD    FOR    THE    WEEK. 

He  who  wants  to  do  good  knocks  at  the  gate  ; 
He  who  loves  finds  the  gate  open. 

"  Happiness  is  a  species  of  energy." — Aristotle. 


FEVER  MATRONS  ADDRESS  THE 
MINISTER  OF  HEALTH. 

The  following  letter  has  been  addressed  to  the 
Minister  of  Health  by  Matrons  of  Infectious 
Hospitals  under  the  Metropohtan  Asylums  Board 
and  others. 

To  THE  Right  Hon.  Sir  Alfred  Mond,  Bart., 
P.C,   M.P.,   Minister   of  Health. 

Sir, — ^We,  the  undersigned  Matrons  of  Infectious 
Hospitals,  beg  to  bring  to  your  notice  one  disas- 
trous result  of  the  re-organisation  of  the  Standing 
Committees  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales  which  took  place,  by  ballot, 
at  its  meeting  on  March  17th. 

On  the  Education  and  Examination  Committee 
which  has  the  responsibihty  of  deahng  with  the 
whole  future  curriculum  of  every  branch  of 
nursing,  our  very  able  and  experienced  colleague. 
Miss  Susan  A.  VilUers,  Matron  of  the  South- 
western Hospital,  Stockwell,  was  ehminated,  a 
lay  woman  without  any  practical  experience  of 
professional  nursing  being  elected  in  her  place, 
leaving  no  expert  Fever  Nurse  upon  this  Committee 
of  twelve  persons,  and  therefore  ignoring  the 
important  branch  of  the  nursing  of  infectious 
diseases — a  most  serious  omission  upon  the  part 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council. 

When  the  importance  of  the  education  of 
Fever  Nurses  for  the  benefit,  and  safety,  of  the 
pubhc  is  fully  realised,  we  feel  sure  that  you,  as 
Minister  of  Health,  will  sympathise  with  our 
motives  for  inviting  your  serious  consideration 
to  this  matter.  We  venture  to  hope  that  steps 
may  be  taken  to  rectify  this  action  on  the  part 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council. 

It  may  be  argued  that  because  the  Medical 
Superintendent  of  a  Fever  Hospital  has  a  seat 
on  the  Committee,  that  it  meets  our  needs,  but  we 
would  respectfully  submit  that  a  knowledge  of  a 
special  branch  of  medical  science  in  no  way 
compensates  us  for  the  loss  of  an  expert  in  Fever 

N^^'^^S^-  We  are.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

F.  M.   Ambler   Jones,  Matron  of  South-Eastem 

Hospital,  S.E.I 4. 
J.     H.    Balsillie,    Matron    of    Park    Hospital, 

S.E.13. 
R.      Butler,     Matron     of     Southern     Hospital, 

Dartford. 
N.     H.     Thorpe,     Matron    of    River    Hospitals, 

Dartford. 
E.  WoRSELDiNE,   Matron    of   Eastern   Hospital, 

E.g. 
C.    R.    Gooding,    Matron   of   Western   Hospital, 

S.W.6. 
E.    E.    Owen,    Matron    of    High    Wood,    Brent- 
wood, Children's     Hospital    for     Pulmonary 

Diseases. 
S.    Hellesen,   Matron    of   Goldie   Leigh   Homes 

for  Ringworm  of  Scalp  and  Skin  diseases. 
E.    Stevens,     Matron    of     Downs     Sanatorium, 

Sutton. 
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E.  Mearns,  Matron  of  St.  Margaret's  Hos- 
pital. 

L.  M.  HoLROYDE,  Matron  of  The  London 
Fever  Hospital. 

Minnie  Drakard,  Matron  of  Plaistow  Fever 
Hospital,  E.13. 

Isabel  Millar,  Matron  of  Ilford  Isolation 
Hospital  and  Sanatorium. 

A.  Stewart  Bryson,  Matron  of  Northern 
Hospital,  Winchmore  Hill. 

Dorothea  Webb,  Matron  of  Southgate  Hos- 
pital, Palmer's  Green. 

Irene  Webb,  Matron  of  Hornsey  Isolation 
Hospital,  Muswell  Hill. 

Janet  McFadyen,  Matron  of  Isolation  Hos- 
pital,   Winchmore    Hill. 

F.  Morrison,      Matron    of    Isolation      Hospital, 

Norwich. 
M.    Stevenson,    Matron    of     Croydon     Borough 
Hospital. 

CHARTERED     ASSOCIATIONS. 

On  the  motion  for .  the  third  reading  in  the 
House  of  Lords  of  the  Bill  for  the  protection  of 
names,  uniforms,  and  badges  of  associations  in- 
corporated   by    Royal    Charter  :■ — 

Viscount  Burnham,  who  had  charge  of  the 
Bill,  said  that  an  agreement  had  been  arrived 
at  in  regard  to  the  Bill  which  he  hoped  would 
facilitate  its  passage  through  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


OVERHEARD      AT     A     NURSES'     CLUB. 

The  "  Fell-swoop  System.  ' ' 

Nurse  1  :  "  No  need  to  bother  now  ;  all  you 
have  to  do  is  to  fill  in  the  Form,  and  leave  the  rest 
to  the  Registrar." 

Nurse  2  :  "  Do  you  mean  we  can  register  without 
producing  evidence  of  training.  It  doesn't  sound 
a  very  wise  system." 

Nurse  i  :  "  That  is  so.  It's  the  '  fell  swoop  ' 
system.  The  Minister  says  the  Registrar  is  to 
hop  around  and  examine  copies  of  certificates 
somewhere,  seen  by  someone  at  some  time,  or  take 
her  word  for  it.  We  might  also  call  it  the  hide- 
and-seek  system." 

Nurse  2  :  "  But  how  about  documentary 
evidence  for  compiling  our  Register  ?  " 

Nurse  i  :  "  Now  don't  you  become  '  meticulous 
and  ridiculous,'  or  you'll  find  yourself  hoofed  off 
the  Register  in  no  time." 

Secretary  of  Club  :  "I  don't  intend  to  have  any 
'  fell  swooping  '  amongst  the  records  in  this  institu- 
tion, and  I  hope  no  member  will  encourage  such 
muddling  methods.  Off  you  go  and  copy  your 
certificates  and  post  the  lot." 

Nurse  i  :  "  Not  if  we  know  it.  We  are  not 
going  to  be  treated  as  they  have  treated  our  trusted 
leaders.  When  we  have  a  Council  in  power  we  can 
respect,  time  enough  to  register.  No  '  fell  swoop  ' 
for  us,  either  on  or  off  the  Register." 


ASSISTANT    MATRON    AND   HOUSEKEEPER 

Heatherwood  Hospital,  Ascot. — Mrs.  E.  Lambert  has 
been  appointed  Assistant  Matron  and  Housekeeper. 
She  was  trained  at  the  London  Hospital  and  did  four- 
and-a-half  years'  war  service  with  the  British  Expe- 
ditionary Force,  amongst  the  positions  she  held  being 
those  of  Home  Sister  and  Night  Superintendent. 
Since  demobilization  she  has  held  an  administrative 
post  as  Office  Sister  in  the  Ministry  of  Pensions. 

East  Dulwich  Hospital  (Southwark  Union). — Miss 
E.  Yorke  has  been  appointed  3rd  Assistant  Matron, 
She  was  trained  at  the  City  Hospital,  Leeds,  and  the 
Bagthorpe  Infirmary,  Nottingham,  and  has  held  the 
positions  of  Ward  and  Theatre  Sister  at  the  Royal 
Hospital  for  Children,  Glasgow,  and  was  on  the  Staff 
of  the  2nd  Northern  General  Hospital,  Leeds.  She 
has  been  Sister  at  the  Queen's  Hospital  for  Children, 
Hackney  Road,  E.,  Night  Sister  at  the  Shell  Shock 
Hospital,  Golder's  Green,  and  Night  Sister  at  Whipp's 
Cross  Hospital.  She  holds  the  Roj^al  Red  Cross 
(Second  Class),  and  is  a  Certified  Midwife. 
NIGHT  SISTER. 

Heatherwood  Hospital,  Ascot. — Miss  A.  E.  F.  Wood- 
forde  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Great  Northern  Hospital,  Holloway 
Road,  N.,  and  for  three  years  was  Sister  of  a  Children's 
Ward  in  the  same  Institution,  and  afterwards  Sister- 
in-Charge  of  the  Women's  Hospital  for  Children  in  the 
Harrow  Road,  W. 

SISTER. 

Heatherwood  Hospital,  Ascot. — -Miss  E.  Bright 
Robinson  has  been  appointed  Ward  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  the  London  Hospital,  and  did  war  service 
for  four  years  and  five  months,  chiefly  in  France,  since 
which  time  she  worked  first  for  nine  months  in  a,  hospital 
for  mentally  deficient  children,  and  then  in  a  small 
centre  for  children  under  the  L.C.C. 

Queen  Alexandra's  Military  Nursing  Service  for 
India. — The  following  ladies  have  been  appointed  to 
Queen  Alexandra's  Military  Nursing  Service  for 
India  (temporary),  in  the  grade  of  Staff  Nurse : — 
Miss  H.  M.  Caistor,  Miss  E.  G.  Coakill,  Miss  M.  K. 
Hunt,  Miss  S.  G.  Johnson,  Miss  E.  Newton,  Miss 
D.  E.  Taylor. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE     INSTITUTE. 
Transfers  and  Appointments. 

Miss  Isabella  Bradley  is  appointed  to  Higham 
Ferrers ;  Miss  Agnes  M.  Harris,  to  Three  Towns  ; 
Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Holt,  to  Leicester ;  Miss  Muriel  H. 
Hudson,  to  Blandford  ;  Miss  Norah  E.  McNamee,  to 
Three  Towns  ;  Miss  Rosetta  R.  Mercer,  to  Uttoxeter  ; 
Miss  Sophia  Morrow,  to  Warrington  ;  Miss  Lucy  A. 
Naylor,  to  Hyde ;  Miss  Ella  Parker,  to  Lindfield ; 
Miss  Lilian  M.  Robins,  to  Clowne ;  Miss  Rachel  A. 
Storey,  to  Cannock  Chase. 


THE    PASSING    BELL. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  we  record  the  death,  on 
April  6th,  at  7,  St.  Mary's  Place,  Shrewsbury,  of  Miss 
Elizabeth  Mary  Jones,  H.M.  Inspector — Ministry  of 
Health — for  Wales  and  Border  Counties,  and  formerly 
for  many  years  Lady  Superintendent  and  Matron  of 
the  Liverpool  Royal  Infirmary.  Miss  Jones  possessed 
great  personal  charm,  and  was  one  of  the  supporters 
of  the  movement  for  State  Registration  of  Nurses, 
with  both  personal  interest  and  financial  help,  when 
such  supporters  were  in  the  minority. 


April 
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MEDICO-PSYCHOLOGICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Convalescent     Fund     for     Mental     Nurses. 

The  object  of  the  Fund  is  to  assist  Mental 
Nurses  in  obtaining  necessary  rest  and  change 
at  health  resorts  during  convalescence  from  illness. 

All  Mental  Nurses,  male  or  female,  actually 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  their  profession,  whether 
in  mental  hospitals,  institutions  for  mental  defec- 
tives, or  in  private  nursing,  are  eligible  for  grants 
from  the  Fund,  usually  £^,  for  a  fortnight's  ex- 
penses. 

Applications  for  grants  should  be  made  person- 
ally in  writing  to  the.  General  Secretary,  M.P.A., 
II,  Chandos  Street,  Cavendish  Square,  W.,  or  to 
Dr.  J.  F.  Powell,  Mental  Hospital,  Caterham, 
Surrey,  enclosing  a  medical  certificate  (made  out 
on  the  official  form,  copies  of  which  can  be  obtained 
from  the  General  Secretary,  or  from  Dr.  J.  F. 
Powell),  signed  by  the  Medical  Superintendent 
or  other  medical  officer  in  charge  ;  or,  in  the  case 
of  private  nurses  of  the  insane  or  mental  defec- 
tives, by  the  medical  practitioner  who  has  been  in 
attendance. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Association  will  be  em- 
powered to  draw  cheques  on'  the  Fund  for  the 
amount  of  grants  which  may  be  decided  upon  by 
the  Committee,  or  by  the  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  receive  applications  for  grants. 


THE  HOSPITAL  WORLD. 


FEMALE  ATTENDANTS. 

In  evidence  before  the  Committee  on  the 
Administration  of  Mental  Hospitals,  Dr.  Peachill, 
Superintendent  of  an  asylum  in  Dorset,  said 
that  he  found  great  difficulty  in  attracting  and 
retaining  the  right  type.  Female  attendants  were 
not  giving  such  conscientious  work  as  they  did 
before  the  war. 

Also  it  was  stated  young  attendants  would  not 
attend  scientific  lectures — they  preferred  the 
cinema.  We  hear  of  one  Mental  Hospital  where 
twelve  well-educated  Danish  girls  are  in  training. 


The  first  move  in  the  great  combined  appeal  for 
the  united  voluntary  hospitals  of  Greater  London, 
more  than  100  in  number,  is  to  be  taken  on  Easter 
Tuesday,  when  some  950  banks,  inclusive  of  head 
offices  and  branches,  will  open  donation  accounts. 
The  banks  will  themselves  issue  official  receipts 
on  behalf  of  the  Trustees  and  Treasurers.  The 
launching  of  the  appeal,  with  which  H.R.H.  the 
Prince  of  Wales  is  identified  as  President  of  the 
Council  of  the  King's  Fund,  will  thus  afford  the 
opportunity  for  its  support  by  Easter  offerings. 

Speaking  at  the  Annual  Council  of  Governors  of 
the  Royal  Northern  Hospital,  Holloway,  on  Tues- 
day, March  28th,  Mr.  Stuart  de  la  Rue  (Chairman 
of  the  Finance  Committee)  said  that  at  one  time 
they  had  great  hopes  they  would  get  a  considerable 
proportion  of  the  surplus  of  ;/^8, 000,000  which  was 
in  the  hands  of  the  Approved  Societies,  and  it 
was  only  perfectly  fair  that  the  hospitals  should 
have  a  substantial  part  of  that  surplus  because  it 
really  was  only  created  and  obtained  for  the 
Approved  Societies  very  largely  by  the  work  that 
was  done  for  their  people  by  the  hospitals.  The 
hospitals  keep  their  people  well,  and  in  the  mean- 
time the  Approved  Societies  retained  the  money. 
Their  hopes  had  not  been  reaUsed,  and  the  total 
amount  received  last  year  was  four  guineas,  whicli 
did  not  seem  much  out  of  eight  millions.  Again, 
they  had  wliat  might  be  termed  a  grievance 
against  the  Approved  Societies  because  they  had 
undertaken  now  in  certain  cases  to  pay  a  guinea 
per  week  when  their  people  were  admitted  to 
hospital.  That  sounded  very  nice  so  far  as  it 
went,  but  they  had  attached  to  it  this  condition, 
that  they  would  only  give  that  guinea  providing 
the  patient  himself  contributed  nothing,  and  as  the 
cost  was  over  four  pounds  and  as  a  great  many 
patients  could  pay  more  than  one  guinea,  it  was 
not  entirely  an  asset. 


A  SAD  FATALITY. 

The  sad  story  of  a  young  probationer's  frenzied 
rush  through  the  corridor  of  Romford  Cottage 
Hospital  with  her  clothing  alight  was  told  at  an 
inquest  at  Romford  on  Saturday  last,  on  Elsie 
Goodchild,  18. 

A  housemaid  said  that  while  the  girl  was 
standing  in  front  of  the  fire  in  the  dining  room 
her  clothes  caught  alight.  She  threw  her  burning 
apron  at  witness  and  then  dashed  down  the 
corridor. 

The  matron  said  she  heard  screams  and  saw 
Nurse  Goodchild  afire  in  the  corridor.  She  se- 
cured blankets,  but  the  nurse  ran  away.  Witness 
caught  her,  and  put  the  fire  out,  and  every 
attention  was  given  her  by  the  medical  staff. 

The  coroner  said  he  was  satisfied  everything 
possible  was  done,  but  at  the  request  of  the 
father  adjourned  the  inquiry  that  he  might  be 
legally  represented. 


As  the  Chairman  of  the  Trained  Women  Nurses' 
Friendly  Society  we  cannot  consider  it  fair  of 
hospitals  to  commandeer  our  savings,  secured 
from  untiring  work  and  good  management.  At 
the  same  time,  we  have  every  sympathy  with  the 
hospitals.  A  guinea  a  week  goes  no  way  to  cover 
cost  of  in-patients,  and  should  be  considerably 
increased  by  those  Societies  which  profess  to  pay 
for  their  members.  We  believe  in  a  comprehensive 
system  of  Sick  Insurance  for  all  classes  who  use 
public  hospitals,  and  this  will  come  when  hospitals 
managers  co-operate. 


Colonel  Bingham  Mildmay,  M.P.,  presiding  at 
a  meeting  at  Middlesex  Hospital,  said  the  accounts 
had  been  adversely  affected  by  the  determination 
of  the  hospital  to  improve  the  hours  of  work 
and  the  rates  of  pay  of  the  nursing  stafif  and  to 
return  to  pre-war  dietary. 

The  beds  of  the  Middlesex  Hospital  had  been 
very  fully  occupied  during  the  year,  and  it  was 
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satisfactory  to  record  that  in-patients  contributed 
;^io,363  towards  the  expenses. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Pinewood  Sanatorium,  "Wokingham,  after  having 
been  closed,  is  now  being  re-opened  for  the  recep- 
tion of  early  cases  from  the  London  County 
Council.  This  has  necessitated  an  increase  of  the 
nursing  and  domestic  staff. 


It  was  announced  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
South  London  Hospital  for  Women,  Clapham 
Common,  that  some  friends  of  tlie  hospital,  who 
wished  to  remain  anonjonous,  had  purchased  and 
presented  to  the  institution  the  freehold  of  a  large 
detached  house  adjoining.  They  recognised  the 
pressing  need  for  the  extension  of  the  present 
hospital,  and  their  gift  will  enable  thirty  additional 
beds  for  surgical  cases,  as  well  as  quarters  for  the 
nursing   and   domestic   staffs,    to   be   provided. 


JOHN    BOND'S    CRYSTAL    PALACE 
MARKING  INK. 

We  have  much  pleasure  in  drawing  the  attention 
of  our  readers  to  the  desirability  of  safeguarding 
then:  hnen  from  theft,  loss,  or  mistake  by  using 
John  Bond's  "  Crystal  Palace  Marking  Ink,"  which 
is  suppUed  to  the  Royal  Households,  and  all  the 
large  official  users  throughout  the  world,  and  in 
ever-increasing  quantities. 

The  public  can  be  suppUed  in  two  forms,  the 
original  preparation,  which  was  invented  over  a 
century  ago,  which  requires  heat  to  indeUbly  fix 
the  mark,  or  the  new  non-heat  variety,  which 
requires  no  heating  or  preparation. 

It  can  be  obtained  from  all  stationers,  chemists 
and  stores  in  6d.  and  is.  bottles,  or  in  larger  size 
bottles  to  meet  the  requirements  of  those  who  have 
large  quantities  of  articles  to  mark. 

"DAFFADOWNDILLY    HAS     COME    TO   THE 
TOWN.  " 

We  heard  you  calling,   calling. 

Rooks  in  the  leafless  trees. 
And  tho'  the  snow  was  falling. 

And  April  tried  to  freeze. 
We  came,  oh  !    dusky  brothers. 

For  such  rebuffs  too  strong  ; 
We're  here  with  countless  others, 

A  green  and  golden  throng. 
We  deck  the  well-known  places 

Our  kindred  filled  before  ; 
And  with  our  sunny  faces 

England's  aglow  once  more  ! 

C.  B.  M.,  April  8th,  1922. 

COMING     EVENT5. 

April  2.1st. — General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales.  Ministry  of  Health,  White- 
hall, S.W.     2.30  p.m. 

April  22nd. — The  Lady  Mayoress  (Lady  Bad- 
deley)  "  At  Home,"  to  meet  the  Past  and  Present 
Nurses  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  The 
Mansion  House,  London.     Music  4  to  6  p.m. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  he 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

COUNCILLOR    KENT  QIYES  THANKS. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing, 

Dear  Madam, — My  hopes  and  belief  that  the 
meeting  convened  by  the  Registered  Nurses' 
Parliamentary  Council,  on  Saturday,  April  8th, 
would  be  well  attended  were  abundantly  fulfilled. 
My  only  regret  was  that  the  Minister  of  Health  was 
not  present ;  it  would  have  done  him'  good,  he 
would  have  returned  to  his  work  at  the  Ministry 
with  more  wisdom  and  knowledge  than  he  at  pre- 
sent possesses  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  question, 
and  perhaps  his  conversion  would  have  been  so 
'  complete  that  he  would  have  realised  that  our 
scrupulous  observance  of  the  law  is  less  "  meti- 
culous and  ridiculous  "  than  he  had  believed  ! 
I  own  to  a  great  omission  at  that  meeting,  and  I  so 
regret  it  that  I  should  like  the  fact  of  it  made 
known  in  the  B.J.N.  Miss  Little,  Lady  Superin- 
tendent of  the  HuU  Association  of  Trained  Nurses, 
whose  speech  in  seconding  the  fourth  Resolution 
must  have  appealed  to  the  audience  by  its  charm 
and  picturesqueness,  had  with  many  others  made 
long  expensive  journeys  on  purpose  to  attend  the 
meeting  !  Such  practical  proof  of  enthusiasm  in  a 
good  cause  ought  to  have  been  mentioned  from 
the  chair,  an  act  of  courtesy  due  to  them, 
and  a  very  good  thing  for  the  audience  to  know. 
Those  of  us  who  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
Miss  Little  know  her  to  be  one  of  the  "  Pillars 
of  the  House  "  among  matrons,  and  a  devoted 
adherent  to  the  cause  of  State  Registration  for 
Trained  Nurses.  In  conclusion,  I  should  like 
to  thank  the  members  of  the  audience  who 
subscribed  so  generously  to  our  funds ;  there 
were  several  Treasury  notes  and  plenty  of  silver 
and  very  few  coppers  in  the  collection.  What  does 
this   prove  ? 

Yours,  &c., 

Beatrice  Kent, 

President         Registered 

Nurses'    Parliamentary 

Council. 

NURSES    SUBMERGED    IN    THEIR   OWN 
GOVERNING    BODY. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — I  returned  to  England  ten  days 
ago,  after  several  months'  absence,  and  fully 
intended  calling  at  an  early  opportunity  at  the 
offices  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  with  a  view 
to  applying  for  Registration. 

But  since  my  arrival  in  London  I  learn  with 
astonishment  and  indignation  that  the  Registration 
Rules  have  been  tampered  with  ;  that  our  leader, 
with  her  wealth  of  brains  and  experience  inNursing 
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Organization  has  been  evicted  from  the  Committee 
over  which  she  has  so  ably  presided,  and,  in 
addition,  the  expert  on  Fever  Nursing  has  also 
been  removed,  and  to  crown  it  all  the  Government 
of  the  Nursing  Profession  in  the  future  will  be 
directed  by  a  "  caucus  of  College  of  Nursing  " 
Matrons  and  two  lay  women,  both  of  whom  have 
been  elected  to  fill  the  positions  from  which  our 
able  professional  representatives  have  been  evicted. 
In  making  further  inquiries  from  every  indignant 
nurse  I  meet  I  learn  that  the  Minister  of  Health, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  act  at  all  times  impartially,  and 
who  is  therefore  bound  to  sift  this  "  crying  injustice 
to  its  very  source,"  has  taken  no  action  in  the 
matter,  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  agreed  to  support 
the  laity,  doctors  and  Matrons  who  have  stabbed 
their  co-workers  in  the  back,  and  are  too  cowardly 
to  make  their  accusations  in  open  Council. 

Since  my  return  to  town  I  have  met  many 
nurses,  but  have  not  yet  met  one  who  intends  to 
register. 

"  There  is  no  one  now  that  we  can  trust,"  is  the 
cry  ;    and  can  you  wonder  ? 

Yours  faithfully, 

Annie  E.  Hulme. 

KERNELS    FROM    CORRESPONDENTS. 

Alien  Methods  of  Attack. 
Elizabeth  K.  Tomkins. — "  I  suppose  we  shall 
now  return  to  (i)  College  Serf  Clause  ;  (2)  Certi- 
ficate confiscation  ;  (3)  Nurses  allowed  to  register 
by  their  salaried  official ;  (4)  Nurses'  money  spent 
in  first-class  fares  and  allowances  for  attendance  at 
numerous  Committees  as  well  as  Council  meetings 
for  the  laity  who  know  nothing  of  their  affairs  ; 
(5)  CoUege  policy  of  street  cadging  to  make  up 
deficit.  A  nice  programme  for  the  "  benefit  "  of 
self-respecting  and  working  (but  rather  poor- 
spirited)  subjects  of  the  King  !  Anyway,  my  name 
and  guinea  will  not  be  at  the  disposal  of  those  who 
stab  a  colleague  in  the  back  ;  nor  under  a  Ministry 
which  approves  such  alien  methods  of  attack." 
Miss  Susan  Townsend. — "  Don't  tell  me.  Once 
•  an  '  anti '  always  an  '  anti.'  The  G.N.C.  is  over- 
crowded with  them.  Lord  Crewe  said  in  the 
'  Lords  '  years  ago  that  '  The  Registration  Act 
should  be  carried  out  by  those  who  had  promoted 
■  it,  and  believed  in  the  principle.'  Sound  sense. 
Now  I  note  we  are  to  be  governed  by  doctors 
and  ladies  of  title  elected  by  '  anti  '  matrons. 
College  snobbery  !  " 

The  Point  of  View. 
E.  E.  P.,  Dorking. — "  I  have  recently  heard  a 
nurse  thus  described — By  a  bishop  :  "  Nurses  are 
the  workmen  who  keep  in  repair  the  Temple  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  "  ;  By  a  vicar  ess  (a  Mrs.  Proudie)  : 
"  Nurses  are  merely  housemaids  "  ;  By  a  chronic  : 
"  You  nurses  get  your  living  by  disease." 

Are  Our  Modern  Nurses  Callous  ? 
A  Nurse  Patient. — "  I  have  just  recovered  from 
a  serious  operation ;  I  feel  I  can  Speak  from  a 
very  first-hand  experience.  This  sort  of  thing 
does  give  one  the  patient's  point  of  view,  which 
is  not  always  the  same  as  the  nurses,   I  fear  I 


When  one  lies  absolutely  helpless,  it  is  somewhat 
of  a  jar  for  one's  nurse  to  turn  round  and  tell  one 
that  she  '  has  no  time  to  be  constantly  changing 
wet  and  soiled  bandages,'  yet  this  is  what  I  ex- 
perienced ;  also  great  difficulty  in  keeping  warm, 
as  there  was  '  no  time  '  to  be  filling  hot  water 
bottles  as  soon  as  they  are  cold.  I  do  feel  our 
hospitals  need  more  imaginative  and  intelligent 
women  as  nurses ;  so  many  ol  the  present-day 
"girls  seem  quite  callous  and  only  interested  in 
their  own  httle  affairs,  and  what  they  do  off  duty. 
It's  rather  sad,  isn't  it  ?" 

[We  regret  we  often  receive  such  complaints. 
It  is  sad,  indeed.  Our  experience  is  that  modern 
women  are  much  less  kind  and  sympathetic  than 
those  of  a  past  generation.  Is  it  a  sort  of  instinc- 
tive resentment  for  former  suppression  and 
njustice  ?     We   wonder. — ■Rv.'] 

The   Call  of   the  East. 

Miss  M.  E.  Baker,  Napance,  Canada. — "  In 
the  B.J.N.,  February  4th,  there  is  an  extract 
from  Miss  Evelyn  Miller's  paper  '  The  Call  of  the 
East,'  in  which  I  am  very  much  interested.  I 
have  been  thinking  for  a  long  time  that  if  there 
was  any  way  in  which  we  could  go  to  the  East, 
in  the  employ  of  the  East,  that  it  would  be  a  great 
opportunity  which  I  should  dearly  love  to  take, 
and  when  I  read  that  article  it  seemed  the  very 
thing  I  had  been  looking  for.  But  to  whom 
should  I  write  for  information  ?  " 

[We  should  advise  our  correspondent  to  write 
to  the  President  of  the  Nurses'  Association  of 
China,  who  is  an  American  lady,  the  matron  of  a 
large  hospital  in  North  China ;  address  the  letter 
under  cover  to  Miss  Gladys  E.  Stephenson, 
Wesleyan  Mission,  Men's  Hospital,  Anlu-Fu,  Hupeh, 
China,  and  ask  her  for  information  on  the  whole 
question  as  to  ways  and  means.  We  published  a 
report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Association  held  at 
Hankow  in  January  last,  in  our  issue  of  March 
25th,  a  really  wonderful  gathering,  when  the 
body  of  the  Church  Hall  was  full  of  Chinese 
probationers  and  nurses.  A  Western  nurse's 
first  duty  in  the  East  is  to  help  to  train  and  fit 
the  women  to  perform  their  own  national  duties, 
so  that  in  time  they  may  rise  to  the  highest  execu- 
tive office  and  control  their  own  professions. 
American  nurses  are  taking  the  lead  in  teaching 
in  the  Near  and  Far  East  because  they  them- 
selves are  emancipated  professionally,  whilst  recent 
events  have  demonstrated  that  the  nurses  of 
Britain  are  in  a  very  demoralising  servitude. — Ed.] 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

April  22nd. — ^Detail  the  preparation  and 
administration  of  (a)  starch  and  opium  enema, 
(6)  a  stomach  wash-out,  (c)  a  bowel  wash-out. 

April  2gth. — Give  some  practical  hints  on  the 
application  of  plaster  casts. 

May  6th. — ^When  a  child  is  in  a  state  of  apparent 
asphyxia,  describe  how  you  would  endeavour  to 
establish  regular  respiration. 
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THe   Midwife. 


COUNTY    PALATiNc   OF   DURHAM. 


TRAINED    MIDWIFERY    SCHEME. 

The  Council  of  the  County  Palatine  of  Durhaip 
have  adopted  the  following  recommendations  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  T.  Eustace  Hill, 
O.B.E.  :— 

(i)  The  County  Council  to  guarantee  to  every 
approved    trained    midwife    devoting    her    whole 
time  to  the  work  of  midwifery  a  salary  of  £120 
per  annum. 

(2)  In  addition,  such  midwife  to  be  guaranteed 
a  bonus  of  4s.  per  case  up  to  150  cases  per  annum. 
The  bonus  would  ensure  that  a  midwife  attending 
150  cases  per  annum  would  have  a  total  income 
of  ;^i50,  and  would  be  an  inducement  to  the  mid- 
wife to  increase  the  number  of  her  patients. 

(3)  The  midwife,  except  in  strictly  necessitous 
cases,  to  charge  a  fee  of  los.  6d.  for  each  confine- 
ment which  it  wiU  be  her  duty  to  collect  and  which 
will  be  set  against  the  income  guaranteed  by  the 
Council. 

(4)  The  midwife  to  attend  all  women  who  need 
her  services  within  the  area  in  which  she  practises. 

(5)  The  midwife  to  attend  as  a  maternity  nurse 
under  a  medical  practitioner  when  her  services  are 
so  required,  and  to  charge  a  minimum  fee  of  5s. 
for  such  services,  the  Council's  bonus  of  4s.  being 
also  payable  in  respect  of  each  such  case. 

(6)  The  midwife  to  act  under  the  directions  of 
the  County  Medical  Officer,  and  to  co-operate 
with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  of 
the  district  in  which  she  practises,  so  far  as  the 
interests  of  the  mothers  and  infants  under  her 
care  require  it. 

(7)  The  midwife  to  be  allowed  two  weeks' 
holiday  each  year,  and  to  at  once  report  absence 
from  duty  owing  to  illness  or  other  cause  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer. 

(8)  An  agreement  embodying  the  whole  and 
any  other  necessary  conditions  to  be  entered  into 
between  the  County  Council  and  the  midwife, 
renewable  annually  and  determinable  at  any  time 
in  case  of  negligence,  incompetence  or  misconduct 
on  the  part  of  the  midwife. 


CEMTRAL   MIDWIVES    BOARD. 


Penal  Cases. 
At  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  for  the  hearing  of  charges  alleged  against 
four  midwives,  on  March  30th,  the  following 
were  struck  off  the  Roll  and  their  certificates 
cancelled.  Midwives  Elizabeth  Green  (No.  3180), 
Bertha  Ellen  Hudson  (No.  31035),  Ann  Wales 
(No.  1 1 165),  who  were  also  prohibited  from  attend- 
ing upon  maternity  cases  in  any  capacitv,  and 
Midwife  Charlotte  Unwin  (No.  ^5067  C.M.B. 
Examination) . 


HIGH  STANDARDS  FOR  MIDWIVES  IN 
NEW   ZEALAND. 

Dear  Madam, — In  the  report  of  the  meeting  of 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  on  Thursday,  Novem- 
ber 17th,  given  in  your  issue  of  November  26th, 
1 92 1,  I  notice  the  opinion  given  by  the  Board  that 
the  standard  of  midwifery  in  New  Zealand  is  not 
equivalent  to  the  standard  adopted  by  the  Board, 
and  the  reasons  given  for  this  opinion. 

When  one  compares  the  short  training  given 
under  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board — 
viz.,  6  months  (not  long  ago  only  three) — to  a 
woman  without  previous  training  as  a  nurse,  with 
that  given  under  the  New  Zealand  Midwives  Act — 
viz.,  6  months  for  registered  nurses  and  12  months 
for  untrained  women,  which  it  is  proposed  by  an 
amendment  of  the  Act  to  raise  to  1 8 — it  is  obvious 
that  the  standard  of  the  latter  is  very  much  higher. 
The  minimum  number  of  lectures  laid  down  are 
twelve  from  the  medical  officer  during  each  term 
of  six  months,  and  the  twelve  nionths'  trainees  have 
the  benefit  of  attending  the  double  course.  The 
minimum  number  is  invariably  exceeded  ;  and 
as  well  as  the  lectures  the  pupils  are  set  examina- 
tion papers  periodically,  and  given  bedside  in- 
structions. All  this  by  the  medical  officer.  And 
what  about  the  Matron,  whose  part  in  the  training 
of  the  pupils  appears  to  be  ignored  by  the  Central 
Midwives  Board,  but  to  whom  in  the  opinion  of 
nurses  themselves  a  major  part  of  both  practical 
and  theoretical  instruction  is  due. 

The  Board  has  also  assumed  that  the  medical 
practitioner  giving  lectures  is  not  necessarily 
approved  by  the  midwifery  authority.  In  this 
it  is  mistaken,  as  all  the  heads  of  training  schools, 
both  for  general  and  midwifery  nurses,  must  be 
so  approved.  In  the  past  the  application  of 
midwives  holding  the  C.M.B.  certificate  for  regis- 
tration in  New  Zealand  have  been  too  generously 
accepted,  and  it  is  scarcely  fair  to  those  training 
in  our  institutions  to  continue  to  register  women 
with  only  half  the  period  of  training  required  in 
New  Zealand,  especially  in  view  of  the  Board's 
decision  re  reciprocal  registration  of  New  Zealand 
midwives.  I  have  ascertained  that  under  the 
Victorian  and  the  Queensland  Acts  a  full  equivalent 
term  has  to  be  made  up  and  the  examination 
passed,  by  midwives  from  overseas,  from  schools 
under  authorities  with  whom  a  reciprocal  agree- 
ment has  not  been  arrived  at. 

This  is  only  just,  and  I  think  New  Zealand 
should  make  the  same  requirement. 

I  hope  you  will  publish  this  letter,  as  the  report 
to  which  I  refer  conveys  an  erroneous  impression 
regarding  the  training  of  midwives  in  this  Do- 
minion.— I  am,  Yours  faithfully, 

H.  Maclean. 
Director,  Division  of  Nursing. 

Department  of  Health, 

Wellington,  New  Zealand. 
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EDITORIAL. 

THE  PROFESSION  OF   NURSING. 

"  The  fault,  dear  Brutus,  is  not  in  our  stars 
But  in  ourselves  that  we  are  underlings." 

Mr.  R.  Richardson,  Member  for  Houg^hton- 
le-Spring-,  asked  the  Minister  of  Health,  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  Wednesday,  April 
1 2th,  a  very  important  question,  which  we 
print  on  page  250,  as  to  his  knowledgfe  of 
recent  events  in  the  General  Nursing-  Council. 
And  we  regret  that  by  his  written  reply  the 
Minister  showed  himself  both  misinformed  and 
out  of  touch  with  the  views  of  trained  nurses. 

He  first  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  Nurse 
Members  of  the  Council  seemed  to  him  to-  be 
fairly  represented  on  the  new  Committees. 
The  question  which  the  nurses  have  the  right 
to  ask  is,  Are  the  Members  appointed  best 
calculated  to  serve  their  interests?  He  further 
stated  that  of  the  nurse  members  who  have 
ceased  to  serve  on  the  Registration  and  Educa- 
tion Committees,  the  only  one  now  in  active 
practice  represented  fever  nursing-,  and  "  this 
branch  of  nursing  is  already  represented  on 
both  Committees  by  the  Superintendent  of 
an  important  fever  hospital,"  wherein  the 
^  Minister  shows  a  fundamental  lack  of  grip  of 
the  question.  Nursing  has  never  been  an 
inferior  branch  of  medicine,  and  is  now  a 
legally  constituted  profession,  which  can  only 
be  "  represented  "  by  its  own  members.  That 
is  a  p)oint  which  cannot  be  too  strongly 
stressed,  for  it  is  vital. 

The  Minister  said  further  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  Committees  is  wholly  within  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Council,  and  that  he  does  not 
propose  to  make  representations  as  to  the 
desirability  of  replacing  a  representative  fever 
nurse  upon  the  Education  Committee.  We 
agree  with  the  first  part  of  this  statement,  but 
the  Nurses'  Registration  Act  enjoins  the 
Minister  to  have  regard  to  the  desirability  of 
including  in  the  Council  persons  having  experi- 
ence in  the  various  forms  of  nursing,  and  it 
was  not  too  much  to  hope  that  he  would  sup- 
port the  same  principle  in  the  constitution  of 
the  Committees. 


When,  under  the  Nurses'  Registration  Acts 
of  1919,  Nursing  was  legally  constituted  a  Pro- 
fession, the  promotion  of  the  honour  and 
prestig^e  of  the  new  Profession  was  the 
objective  kept  consistently  before  a  section,  at 
least,  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales.  Parliament  had  granted 
wide  powers  to  nurses,  and  they  included  in 
their  ranks  those  who  could  wield  them  wisely 
and  well.  On  the  initiative  of  Mr®,  Bedford 
Fenwick,  Standing  Committees  were  set  up 
to  deal  with  the  large  amount  of  detailed  work 
with  which  the  Council  had  to  cope,  and  much 
valuable  work  has  been  performed  by  them. 
These  Committees  deal  with  Education  and 
Examination,  Registration,  Mental  Nursing, 
Disciplinary  and  Penal  Cases,  Finance,  and 
General  Purposes.  The  Nurse  Members  of  the 
Council  rightly  kept  in  their  own  hands  the 
Chair  of  the  Registration  Committee,  electing 
thereto  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  who  has  made 
a  lifelong  study  of  this  question  ;  the  Chair  of 
the  Education  and  Examination  Committee, 
electing  to  this  position  Miss  Lloyd-Still,  head 
of  the  Nightingale  Training  School  at  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital ;  and  the  Chair  of  the 
General  Purposes  Committee,  involving  the 
supervision  of  the  Office  of  the  Council,  to 
which  they  elected  Miss  S.  A.  VilHers,  the 
\erv'  experienced  Matron  of  a  large  fever  hos- 
pital. These  positions  carry  both  responsibility 
and  power. 

Tbe  cabal  within  the  Council  of  College 
Matrons  and  Medical  and  lay  members,  the 
disruption  as  a  result  of  the  Committees,  the 
eviction  of  expert  nurses  from  the  highly  tech- 
nical Registration  and  Education  Committees, 
and  the  substitution  of  laA^vomen  who  can 
contribute  little  or  nothing  of  value  to  their 
deliberations,  are  now  matters  of  history.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Registration  Committee  has 
been  replaced  by  the  Medical  Superintendent 
of  a  Fever  Hospital,  the  Chairman  of  the 
General  Purposes  Committee  by  a  laywoman. 
Of  the  six  Standing  Committees  the  only  one 
which  now  has  a  Registered  Nurse  as  Chair- 
woman is  the  Education  and  Examination 
Committee,  so  determinediv  has  the  great  be- 
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traj^al  of  the  interests  of  the  rank  and  file  been 
consummated. 

These  appointments  could  not  have  been 
made,  and  this  power  grasped  by  medical  and 
lay  members  on  the  nurses'  professional  body, 
to  the  upkeep  of  which  they  contribute  nothing-, 
without  the  participation  of  the  College 
Matrons  on  these  Committees. 

The  situation  is  not  one  which  is  likely  to 
be  long  tolerated.  The  writing  on  the  wall  is 
clear  :  * '  Weighed  in  the  balances  and  found 
wanting." 

PRACTICAL    PSYCHOLOGY. 

THOUGHT    TRANSFERENCE. 

All  sending  out  ol  thought,  determined  or  in- 
voluntary, is  primarily  thought  transference, 
whether  by  speech,  by  symbols  such  as  the  written 
or  printed  word,  pictures,  or  by  silent  thought 
vibration  ;  and  the  impression  made  by  thought 
depends  on  its  intensity.  We  are  immersed  in  an 
ocean  of  thought,  waking  or  sleeping.  Our 
desires,  our  actions  are  moulded  by  it,  for  good  or 
ill  according  to  the  selection  the  Self  makes.  When 
we  merely  drift  idly  on  the  thought- currents 
around  us  we  are  at  the  mercy  of  whatever  evil  we 
may  chance  to  encounter.  Should  Such  evil  gain 
admittance  to  our  minds  and  finally  result  in 
disaster  many  of  us  are  disposed  to  regard  it  as 
fate.  But  it  is  only  the  latter  in  the  senSe  that 
when  in  ignorance  we  yield  to  evil  influences  the 
Self  needs  the  painful  experience  which  follows  in 
order  to  become  wise  on  that  particular  point.  Or 
if  we  yield  in  full  knowledge,  through  indolence  or 
desire,  the  lesson  must  be  driven  home  once  more 
to  make  us  remember.  In  Emerson's  phrase. 
Character  is  Destiny  ;  and  character  is  moulded  by 
the  quality  of  the  thoughts  we  receive  and  foster  in 
our  minds. 

The  work  of  a  nurse  entails  continuous  recog- 
nition of  the  destructive  force  of  thought  on  three 
planes  of  existence,  physical,  mental  and  moral. 
Some  have  realised  the  healing  power  of  bene- 
ficent, rightly  directed  thought,  though  this  can 
only  be  projected  from  a  trained,  well-controlled 
mind,  as  indefinite,  casual  thought  carries  no 
power  with  it. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  thought  receptivity,  one 
the  result  of  weakness,  the  other  due  to  deliberate 
reception  of  the  higher  influences  the  mind  meets. 
Minds  ordinarily  vigorous  often  become  feeble  and 
more  receptive  in  a  weak  sense  during  illness, 
and  this  condition  accentuates  the  importance  of 
both  harmonious  and  inharmonious  thought  in  the 
patient's  surroundings.  Though  a  vague  thought 
when  good  is  helpful  it  represents  only  a  fraction 
of  the  help  that  may  be  given  to  a  patient  by 
thought  sent  to  him  from  a  strong  and  steady  mind, 
to  which  distance  is  no  barrier,  particularly  in 
those  cases  which  result  from  bad  habits  such  as 
drink  or  drugs.  Nothing  can  be  gained  by  an 
attempt  to  control  the  patient's  will,  because  though 
in  this  way  one  bad  habit  might  be  cured,  the  evil 
tendency  which  first  caused  it  will  only  be  directed 
to  some  other  outlet.     The  aim  should  be  to  axouse 


the  intelligence  to  action  ;  to  purify  the  emotions. 
The  best  method  is  to  lay  before  the  patient  clear 
mental  images  of  the  evil  results  of  his  weakness. 
This  can  be  more  effectively  done  when  he  is  asleep. 
By  this  means  he  may  be  enabled  to  grasp  ideas 
and,  with  further  help,  to  carry  them  out  and  so  to 
find  a  cure.  A  protective  thought  of  concentration 
and  intensity  will  act  generally.  Strong  thoughts 
of  peace  or  consolation  create  an  atmosphere  of 
serenity  about  the  object  of  the  thought. 

The  mind  responds  to  those  thoughts  which 
correspond  to  its  own  nature,  and  needs  training 
in  the  habit  of  assuming  a  negative  attitude  to  good 
and  a  positive  one  to  evil  thoughts.  It  is  the 
habitual  attitude  of  mind  on  which  our  decisions 
turn  when  crises  arise  in  the  life.  If  we  dwell  only 
on  that  which  reason  and  conscience  tell  us  is 
desirable  ;  if  we  repel  each  intruding  thought  which 
we  recognise  as  undesirable,  the  mind  soon  comes 
to  exercise  this  selective  function  automatically, 
and  evil  thoughts  are  repelled  the  instant  they 
touch  it.  As  a  great  psychologist  has  said  :  The 
mind  attracts  the  thoughts  which  are  congruous 
with  its  normal  activities. 

Those  who  have  not  learnt  to  watch  and  control 
their  thoughts  may  at  first  regard  this  basic  form 
of  discipline  as  a  tiresome  restraint,  likely  to 
interfere  with  their  enjoyment  of  life.  But  such 
is  far  from  being  the  case,  for  it  is  the  undisciplined 
mind  that  inflicts  torture  on  the  indolent  Self, 
who  often  has  to  writhe  in  helpless  agony  under 
the  tyrannous  and  tormenting  thoughts  which, 
carelessly  admitted,  have  established  themselves 
securely  in  his  mind,  and  can  only  be  ejected  after 
a  long  wear5dng  battle.  To  go  about  radiating 
sunlight  on  sorrow  and  suffering  is  worth  the 
struggle  its  attainment  costs,  and  the  mind  which 
has  acquired  the  habit  of  Sending  out  helpful 
thought  serves  as  a  perpetual  benediction. 

In  helping  a  weaker  mind  by  thought  it  should 
be  realised  that  frequent  repetition  is  necessary, 
just  as  in  the  teaching  of  children,  A  strong 
thinker  can  shape  thoughts  in  the  mind  of  another, 
but  if  these  are  quite  new  to  him  they  cannot  be 
reproduced  at  will  by  the  Self  until  they  have  been 
shaped  for  him  several  times.  Just  as  when 
reading  an  unfamiliar  type  of  music  or  a  book  on 
a  subject  new  to  us,  we  have  to  vibrate  in  these 
ways  a  number  of  times,  or,  as  we  say,  go  over 
the  ground  again,  before  we  can  reproduce  the 
vibrations  from  within  instead  of  from  without, 
so  we  must  aid  the  sick  and  weak  mind  Striving  to 
vibrate  in  a  new  way.  Many  fail  to  profit  by 
lectures  through  this  cause,  "They  can  reproduce 
the  thought  while  receiving  the  vibrations  from  a 
strong  thinker  ;  but  the  following  day  they  are 
unable  to  reproduce  it.  For  this  reason  lectures 
on  subjects  difficult  to  weak  thinkers  need  repeti- 
tion, either  by  speech  or  the  printed  word  if  the 
teaching  is  to  be  received.  Direct  personal  contact 
with  the  mind  to  be  influenced  is  more  effective 
than  speech,  as  the  silent  vibrations  from  the 
teacher's  mind  are  continuously  moulding  the 
mind  of  the  taught  in  the  right  manner,  until 
the  Self  becomes  equal  to  the  task  of  controlling 
his  thought  vibrations  unaided, 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


In  the  House  of  Lords  on  April  12th,  by 
Royal  Commission,  the  Royal  Assent  was 
given  to  the  Uniemployment  Insurance  Act. 
By  this  Act  Nursing-  becomes  one  of  the 
exempted  employments,  a  matter  for  con- 
gratulation, as  the  provisions  of  the  principal 
Act  were  in  no  way  suited  to  the  needs  of 
trained  nurses. 

The  serious  illness  of  the  Crown  Princess  of 
Greece,  formerly  the  beautiful  Princess  Eliza- 
beth of  Roumania,  who  is  suffering  from 
enteric  fever  at  Athens,  is  causing  much 
anxiety  in  the  Royal  Families  of  Greece  and 
Roumania. 

Sister  Dumvill,  of  the  Registered  Nurses' 
Society,  is  helping  to  nurse  the  Princess  on 
day  duty,  and  as  nothing  responds  more  to 
good  nursing  than  enteric  fever,  we  may  be 
sure  that  all  possible  will  be  done  to  save  this 
precious  young  life. 


ment  they  received  (i)  by  sending  money  to  the 
Manchester  Royal  Infirmary  Nurses'  Home 
Bazaar ;  (2)  by  sending  material  for  making  up 
into  articles;  (3)  by  sending  goods  of  all  kinds 
for  sale  (priced) ;  (4)  by  coming  to  buy. 


Sir  Harold  Boulton,  Chairman  of  the 
Council  of  Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute 
for  Nurses,  has  received  from  Sir  Henry 
Streatfeild,  private  secretary  to  Queen  Alex- 
andra, Patron  of  the  Institute,  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  Report  for  1921.  The  letter  states 
that  Her  Majesty  rejoices  to  liearn  that  through 
the  special  efforts  of  the  Council  the  great 
work  undertaken  by  the  Queen's  Institute  has 
been  so  satisfactorily  carried  on  during  the 
year.  She  fully  realises  the  many  difficulties 
with  which  the  Institute  has  to  contend  during 
these  critical  times,  but  most  sincerely  trusts 
•  that  the  steady  progress  recorded  will  be  fully 
maintained.  The  report  is  so  embracing  and 
full  of  interest  that  Her  Majesty  is  unable  to 
touch  on  all  the  points  mentioned,  but, 
amongst  others,  notes  all  that  is  said  about 
the  good  services  of  the  staff  of  Inspectors. 
The  letter  expresses  Her  Majesty's  continued 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Institute,  con- 
gratulates the  Council  on  the  success  of  their 
labours,  and  expresses  her  warmest  hope  that 
the  difficulties  in  carrying  on  the  work  which 
she  has  so  much  at  heart  will  gradually  be 
surmounted. 

As  we  have  reported,  the  nurses  of  the 
Manchester  Royal  Infirmary  intend  to  have  a 
bazaar  at  the  Infirmary  in  November  next,  by 
which  they  hope  to  raise  the  first  ;iCio,ooo 
towards  the  building  of  a  nurses'  home.  They 
..have  issued  an  appeal  to  former  patients  to 
show  their  gratitudie  for  the   care  and   treat- 


We  are  glad  to  note  that  the  Directors  of 
the  Irish  Nurses'  Co-operative  Hostel  Co., 
Ltd.,  34,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin,  were 
able  to  present  a  very  satisfactory  report  to 
the  shareholders  at  its  Annual  Meeting.  They 
recommended  the  payment  of  a  Dividend  on 
Share  Capital  of  5  per  cent.,  and  carried  for- 
ward a  substantial  balance. 

The  Report  states  that  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1921  there  was  comparatively  little 
work  (which  is  not  surprising  considering  the 
disturbed  state  of  the  country),  but  during  the 
summer  months  the  Nurses  were  busier,  and 
from  the  end  of  the  year  they  have  been  well 
employed.  Many  more  country  cases  have 
been  booked.  We  congratulate  the  Company 
on  its  prosperity. 


The  new  Nurses'  Home  at  the  General  Hos- 
pital, Hereford,  which  has  been  erected  at  a 
cost  of  ;;^i5,ooo,  of  which  the  Herefordshire 
Branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  con- 
tributed ;;^4,5oo,  was  opened  on  April  7th  by 
the  Honble.  Violet  Biddulph. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  Sir  Geoffrey 
Comewall,  the  Vice-Chairman,  the  Dean  of 
Hereford,  presided,  and  a  large  number  of 
representative  persons,  including  the  Bishop 
of  the  Diocese,  were  present  on  the  platform 
and  took  part  in  the  proceedings.  Amongst 
those  on  the  platform  were  the  present  Matron 
of  the  Hospital,  Miss  C.  Keys-Wells,  and  four 
former  Matrons  (Miss  Bell,  Miss  Blake,  Miss 
Steers,  and  Miss  Tidman). 

After  Miss  Biddulph  had  cut  the  silk  ribbon 
which  barred  the  main  doorway,  a  little  girl 
patient  presented  her  with  a  beautiful  bunch 
of  pink  carnations,  and  a  baby  in  arms,  carried 
by  Sister  Calcott,  offered  some  lovely  flowers 
for  the  Matron's  acceptance. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremony  a  large 
company  were  entertained  to  tea  in  a  marquee. 

The  new  Home  will  accommodate  32  nurses. 


Extraordinary  scenes  have  taken  place  at 
the  Notts  County  Asylum,  Radcliffe-on-Trent, 
where  67  nurses  and  attendants  struck  work 
on  April  loth  as  a  protest  against  the  increase 
of  their  hours  of  work  in  place  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  their  salaries.  The  staff  contended  that 
this   was  unjust   as  they   worked   60  hours  a 
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week.  For  the  Committee  it  is  asserted  that 
their  hours  did  not  average  more  than  48  a 
week  as  they  had  a  month's  holiday  in  the 
year.  Some  of  the  strikers  locked  themselves 
in  their  quarters,  whilst  other  officials  regarded 
them  from  afar  through  field  glasses.  On 
Thursday,  April  13th,  they  received  notice  to 
quit,  but  instead  of  leaving,  locked  themsielves 
in  the  wards  with  the  patients.  It  took  five 
hours  for  a  large  force  of  bailiffs  and  police  to 
evict  them. 

The  bailiffs,  armed  with  crowbars,  sys- 
tematically attacked  one  ward  at  a  time,  and 
encountered  fierce  opposition,  especially  in  the 
female  wards,  where  the  nurses  had  to  be 
draggled  out.  The  patients  became  intensely 
excited,  and  in  the  refractory  ward  for  male 
patients  they  sided  with  the  attendants  and 
smashed  the  windows.  One  patient  bit  the 
hand  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Police  so 
severely  that  he  had  to  be  medically  attended. 

We  cannot  believe  that  such  a  condition  of 
things  would  have  occurred  had  representa- 
tives of  the  Committee  of  the  Asylum  and  of 
the  Nursing  Staff  conferred  together.  Too 
often  highhandedness  is  the  cause  of  rebellion. 
We  are  glad  for  the  honour  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales  that 
those  who  took  part  in  the  recent  strike  did  not 
have  to  resort  to  such  extremes. 


with  the  drafting  of  a  constitution,  which  will 
be  submitted  for  adoption  at  a  further  meet- 
ing, at  which  the  Coimmittee  will  be  elected. 
The  new  section  will  be  for  the  whole  of  the 
province. 


Preliminary  steps  were  taken  for  the 
organisation  of  a  Public  Health  Nurses'  sec- 
tion of  the  Association  of  Registered  Nurses 
of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  when  about 
twenty-five  nurses  engaged  in  that  phase  of 
work  assembled  at  the  offices  of  the  Canadian 
Nursing  Association,  638A,  Dorchester  Street 
West.  Miss  Fraser,  of  the  social  welfare 
workers,  presided. 

In  the  discussion  which  took  place  it  was 
shown  that  with  the  development  of  various 
phases  of  social  welfare  work  by  voluntary 
agencies,  such  as  the  Victorian  Order  of 
Nurses,  the  Child  Welfare  Association,  the 
Royal  Edward  Institute,  the  Canadian  Na- 
tional Committee  for  Mental  Hygiene,  the 
welfare  department  of  hospitals,  departmental 
stores  and  industrial  plants,  and  the  city  health 
department,  the  need  had  arisen  for  a  special 
section  in  the  nursing  professional  organisa- 
tion which  would  concern  itself  with  their 
interests. 

A  provisional  committee  of  three,  including 
Miss  Fraser,  Miss  Matthew,  of  the  Iverley 
Settlement,  and  Miss  Hall,  of  the  Royal 
Edward  Institute,  together  with  Miss  Delaney, 
superintendent  of  the  V.O.N.,  was  entrusted 


Many  nurses  in  Victoria  are  very  dis- 
appointed and  irate  in  again  being  "jockeyed  " 
over  their  Registration  Bill  last  Session.  After 
all  sorts  of  promises  it  was  never  debated  at 
all,  and  Dr.  Vance,  the  President  of  the  Royal 
Victorian  Trained  Nurses'  Association,  has 
given  offence  by  publicly  stating  that  he  was 
opposed  to  the  measure,  as  the  Association 
would  maintain  a  higher  standard  of  training. 
This  may  be  true  at  first,  but  without  legal 
status  Victorian  nurses  are  in  a  helpless  posi- 
tion. The  Association  has  done,  and  is  doing, 
fine  work,  but  it  is  a  private  body,  and  mem- 
bership of  it  does  not  qualify  Victorian  nurses 
for  reciprocal  registration  in  Britain.  Appli- 
cations for  registration  in  England  have  to  be 
turned  down  until  such  time  as  a  Registration 
Act  is  law  in  Victoria. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


GENERAL    NUR5INQ    COUNCIL. 

Standing  Committees. 

The  Minister  of  Health  gave  a  written  reply  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  on  April  12th,  to  the 
following  question  : — 

Mr.  R.  Richardson  (Lab.,  Houghton-le-Spring) 
asked  the  Minister  of  Health  whether  he  is  aware 
that  in  the  reconstitution  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittees of  the  General  Nursing  Council  expert 
nurses  have  been  taken  off  and  laywomen  of  title 
with  no  knowledge  of  nursing  education,  or  regis- 
tration have  been  elected  in  their  places  ;  and 
whether  he  will  make  representations  as  to  the 
desirability  of  replacing  upon  the  Education  Com- 
mittee a  representative  fever  nurse  ? 

Sir  a.  Mond  :  The  nurse  members  of  the  Council 
seem  to  me  to  be  fairly  represented  on  the  new 
committees,  and  I  must  demur  most  strongly  to 
the  hon.  Member's  reference  to  two  ladies  who  have 
given  much  time  to  the  work  of  the  Council  during 
the  past  two  years.  Of  the  nurse  members  who 
have  ceased  to  serve  on  the  Registration  and 
Education  Committees  the  only  one  now  in  active 
practice  represented  fever  nursing,  and  I  find  that 
this  branch  of  nursing  is  already  represented  on 
both  Committees  by  the  Superintendent  of  an 
important  fever  hospital.  The  appointment  of 
committees  is  wholly  within  the  discretion  of  the 
Council,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  adopt  the  course 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member. 
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THE  G.N.C,  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF 
COMMONS. 

The    General    Nursing    Council    and    New 
Rules  9  (a)  and  43  (2). 

{Continued  from  page  224.) 

In  reviewing  the  statement  made  by  Sir  Alfred 
Mond  (Minister  of  Health),  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  March  22nd,  when  advocating  the 
new  Rules  9  (a)  and  43  (2),  we  proved  in  our  issue 
of  April  8th  that  the  brief  prepared  for  him  was 
inspired  by  keen  personal  animus,  and  was  untrue 
in  many  particulars.  We  touched  on  the  Legal 
argument,  the  Thirty  Years  Struggle  for  Legal 
Status  and  Educational  and  Econoniic  Rights 
against  vested  interests,  described  by  the  Minister 
as  a  "  squabble  "  and  a  "  feud."  We  proved  that 
through  the  goodwill  and  public  spirit  of  the 
Minority,  with  expert  knowledge,  they  had  done 
better  constructive  work  in  framing  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  Rules  than  the  whole  of  the 
ignorant  majority.  And  then  we  disproved  the 
false  reason  given  to  the  Minister  for  the  dis- 
organisation and  delay  in  the  office  in  registering 
applicants,  many  of  whose  application  forms 
were  put  aside  for  months  before  the  necessary 
references  were  applied  for,  because  the  work 
was  not  efficiently  arranged  and  distributed  by 
the  Registrar,  although  a  large  staff  of  courteous 
and  most  willing  workers  were  provided  for  the 
purpose. 

The  Real  Reason  for  "  Speeding  up  Regis- 
tration." 
Very  inaccurate  figures  were  evidently  given  to 
the  Minister,  presumably  from  Headquarters. 
For  instance,  he  told  the  House  of  Commons  that 
"  out  of  50,000  nurses  you  have  only  1,500  on 
the  Register.'  There  were,  in  fact,  upwards  of 
3,000  nurses  on  the  Register,  and  1,400  waiting 
for  their  references  to  be  secured.  We  quite  agree 
with  the  Minister  when  he  said,  "  It  is  important 
•  and  necessary  to  have  a  speeding  up  of  the 
machinery  which  wiU  put  nurses  on  the  Register 
as  rapidly  as  possible,"  but  when  he  put  forward 
the  gratuitous  insult  that  such  lack  of  speed 
resulted  from  the  conscientious  scrutiny  of  the 
applications  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Registration 
Committee  acting  under  instruction,  he  was  repeat- 
ing a  false  statement,  calculated,  we  presume,  to 
exonerate  the  real  culprit,  and  to  make  the  College 
policy  possible — a  policy  to  make  it  easy  for 
nurse  members  of  the  College  to  place  their  names 
on  the  State  Register  without  trouble  to  them- 
selves, and  to  whitewash  the  male  Executive 
Of&cers  of  the  College  who  drafted  the  now 
notorious  pledge,  that  if  nurses  registered  with  the 
CoUege  and  paid  a  guinea  they  would  be  placed 
automatically  on  the  State  Register  when  the 
Bill  was  passed,  without  further  fee.  The  fact 
was  the  College  nurses  in  large  numbers  resented 
the  broken  pledge,  and  were  determined  to  take 
no  further  trouble  in  the  matter,  and  as  the 
Election  was  drawing  nigh,  if  the  College  Matrons 
were  to  be  returned  to  power,  it  was  imperative 


that  their  followers  should  be  passed  on  to  the 
State  Register  without  delay,  and  with  the  least 
possible  trouble  to  themselves.  Here  comes  in 
Dr.  Goodall's  system  of  second-hand  entrants, 
incorporated  in  new  Rule  9  (a),  which  provides 
that  the  General  Nursing  Council  may  stultify 
the  past  efficient  method  of  registration,  and 
substitute  for  it  a  shoddy  system  by  which 
accuracy  is  to  be  sacrificed  to  speed,  and 
make  the  College  claim  secure.  The  Supple- 
mentary Rule  43  {2)  was  drafted  to  remove  persons 
from  office  on  the  Registration  Committee  who, 
it  was  weU  known,  would  have  contested  this 
job.  With  Dr.  Goodall's  new  Rule  in  force 
and  himself  in  the  Chair  of  the  Registration 
Committee,  the  nurses  have  been  ruthlessly 
deprived  of  rightful  recognition  and  of  the  pres- 
tige of  a  professionally  signed  Certificate. 

Ignorance  is  a  cardinal  offence,  and  so  far  as 
professional  nursing  is  concerned,  ignorance  is 
responsible  at  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  its  present 
intolerable  policy.  Its  officials  do  not  even  realise 
that  Nursing  is  an  independent  Profession,  com- 
posed of  citizens  with  the  same  rights  and  civic 
responsibilities  as  the  Profession  of  Medicine. 
Nursing  is  not  subordinate  to  Medicine.  In  the 
sick-room  the  nurse  works  under  the  direction  of 
the  medical  practitioner,  but  outside  the  sick- 
room the  nurse  is  a  free  British  subject,  and  the 
medical  practitioner  is  not  responsible  for  her 
personal  life  and  discipline.  Apparently  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  its  medical  nominees  on 
the  General  Nursing  Council  have  still  to  grasp 
this  fact.  Anyway,  it  must  be  made  plain  to 
them  that  outside  institution  life,  trained  nurses 
are  free  citizens  enjoying  political  rights  and 
privileges,  and  they  intend  that  the  State 
Departments  shall  recognise  them  as  such. 
•  » 

EXAMINATIONS    AND    PRIZES. 

At  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  the 
prizes  awarded  as  a  result  of  the  "  Heath"  exami- 
nation were  presented  to  the  prize-winners.  All  35 
candidates  satisfied  the  examiners,  as  did  25  who 
entered  for  the  Cookery  examination.  The  maximum 
marks  for  the  Heath  examination  were  240  and  for  the 
cookery  examination  100.  The  percentage  gained  was 
much  higher  than  in  the  previous  year. 

The  following  nurses  were  the  prize-winners  : — 
Heath  Examination. 

I,  Catherine  Tyzack  (207  marks),  medal,  £10.  and 
Heath  certificate  ;  2,  Nellie  Nesbit  (192),  ^5  ;  3,  Sarah 
Jane  Anderson  (189),  £^  ;  4,  Maggie  Smith  (188),  U) 
5,  Mary  Annie  Alton  (186),  ;^3  ;  6,  Jean  McGechan  (185), 
£■2  ;  7,  (equal),  Jean  Gourlay  (184),  £1,  and  Florence 
Harrison  (184),  £1  ;  9,  Murie  Grace  Gurden  (183),  £1  ; 
10,  Agnes  Downie  Anderson  (182),  ;^i  ;  n,  Kathleen 
Alice  Briggs  (181),  £1.  Certificates  only.— 12,  Alice 
Logan  (178),  13,  EUzabeth  Ann  Staveley  (177)  ;  14. 
(equal),  Eva  May  Barfield  (173)  and  Elsie  May  Dodds 
(173)  ;  16  (equal),  Isabella  Dickinson  (172)  and  Connie 
Bella  Cranwell  (172)  ;  18  (equal),  Helen  Ann  Harvey 
(171)  and  Jean  M'Vicar  Anderson  (171). 
Cookery  Examin.\tion. 

I,  Ruth  AUce  Groom  (86),  /2  ;  2,  Katherine  Hutchin- 
son (84),  £1  ;  3.  EUen  Crow  (83),  £1  ;  4  (equal),  Olga 
M.  Hodgson  (82),  los..  and  R.  M.  Braunton  (82),  los. 
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THIS    SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE   OFFICIAL   ORGAN   OF   THE   CORPORATION. 


THE    ASSOCIATION     OF     TRAINED 
NURSES    IN    PUBLIC   HEALTH   WORK. 


LECTURE    ON     VENEREAL    DISEASE. 

By  Dr.  Sloan  Chesser. 

Miss  Wise  occupied  the  chair  at  the  lecture  on 
Venereal  Disease,  which  was  delivered  under  the 
auspices  of  the  above  Association,  at  the  R.B.N. A. 
Club,   on   Saturday,    nth   ult. 

Dr.  Sloan  Chesser  stated  that  the  National 
Council  for  Combating  Venereal  Disease  was 
formed  before  the  war,  and  the  result  of  its  investi- 
gations showed  that  a  very  large  percentage  of 
blindness  and  of  abdominal  operations  on  women 
were  due  to  gonorrhea,  and  also  that  large  numbers 
of  patients  in  hospitals  and  asylums  were  there 
from  the  effects  of  syphilis.  A  great  proportion  of 
loco  motor  ataxia  could  be  traced  to  this  source 
and  all  cases  of  a  general  paralysis  of  the  insane. 
Now,  there  were  new  educational  propaganda,  and 
the  speaker  said  that  quite  recently  she  had 
lectured  to  two  hundred  girls  and  women  aided 
by  films,,  showing  the  process  of  reproduction  in 
plant  life  and  human  life.  She  had  since  been 
advised  that,  though  the  film  was  excellent  and 
helpful,  even  that  did  not  go  far  enough  for  real 
enlightenment.  There  were,  she  stated,  800,000 
new   cases   of   venereal  disease   every  year. 

Often  she  was  asked  rather  absurd  questions 
as  to  the  reason  of  contracting  the  disease,  e.g., 
could  it  arise  from  want  of  cleanliness  ?  This  was 
clearly  impossible,  since  it  was  due  to  a  specific 
organism,  as  were  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  &c. 
By  far  the  most  frequent  cause  of  the  disease  was 
sexual  intercourse,  although  innocent  cases  of 
syphilis  have  been  known  to  be  contracted  by 
kissing  and  by  the  use  of  infected  drinking  vessels. 
In  like  manner,  girl  children  have  been  infected 
with  gonorrhea  by  coming  in  contact  with  infected 
clothing. 

Dr.  Sloan  Chesser  proceeded  to  specify  some  of 
the  disastrous  after-effects  on  women  who  have 
contracted  gonorrhea,  very  probably  from  no 
fault  of  their  own.  Persons  who  had  suffered 
from  venereal  disease  should  not  marry  unless 
they  had  been  certified  free  from  the  disease  by  a 
competent   specialist. 

The  speaker  then  briefly  dealt  with  the  various 
stages  of  syphilis,  and  incidentally  remarked  that 


she  had  herself  examined  many  thousands  of 
people  who  suffered  from  venereal  disease. 

After  touching  upon  congenital  syphiUs,  the 
lecturer  discussed  the  methods  of  prevention  of 
venereal  disease,  of  which  she  considered  the 
instruction  of  the  young  on  sex  matters  to  be  of 
the  first  importance.  Direct,  simple  teaching  of 
quite  young  children  she  held  to  be  the  best 
method.  She  traced  the  psychological  and 
physiological  instincts  bearing  upon  this  impor- 
tant subject  from  the  earliest  stages  of  infant 
life.  The  baby  was  at  first  intensely  self-centred  ; 
next  came  the  mother-phase  and  then,  if  a  boy, 
the  father-phase  ;  next  came  the  child  at  school 
with  its  devotion  to  its  chums  ;  and  so  on,  till 
the  first  calf  love  of  the  boy  for  the  girl. 

Dr.  Chesser  spoke  with  indignant  protest  against 
the  lie  that  prostitution  was  a  necessary  evU. 
Was  it  fair  or  reasonable  to  suppose  that  one 
class  of  citizen  should  be  sacrificed  in  order  that 
another  class  might  be  protected  ? 

After  a  lecture  given  recently  to  a  large  number 
of  girls,  she  wa^  asked  if  it  were  true  what  their 
boys  told  them,  that  the  sexual  act  was  necessary 
to  their  health.     She  replied,     "  It's  a  lie." 

One  of  the  best  ways  to  combat  this  evil,  con- 
tinued the  doctor,  has  been  provided  by  the 
Scout  and  Girl  Guide  movements,  where  boys  and 
girls  "  played  at  being  good."  But  the  greatest 
preventive  of  all  would  be  the  provision  of  decent 
houses  for  the  people. 

At  the  close  of  the  lecture,  there  was  a  very 
interesting  discussion,  and  then  Miss  Wise  thanked 
Dr.  Sloan  Chesser  for  what  had  proved  one  of  the 
most  interesting  lectures  ever  given  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Association  of  Trained  Nurses  in 
Public  Health  Work. 

LECTURES. 


The  lectures  of  Professor  McGregor  Morris  and 
Mr.  Herbert  Paterson,  although  among  the  most 
interesting  and  enjoyable  of  any  we  have  had, 
cannot  receive  justice  in  a  report  as  they  both 
consisted,  to  a  very  great  extent,  of  practical 
demonstrations . 

The  Professor  arrived  during  the  morning  and 
was  for  hours  engaged  in  setting  up  all  sorts  of 
electrical  apparatus,  for  his  lecture  on  "  Thunder 
and  Lightning,"  and  in  connecting  it  to  the 
installation  at  the  Club  ;      the  lecture  was  also 
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illustrated  by  a  series  of  very  fine  lantern  views  as 
well  and  we  certainly  gained  much  enlightenment 
and  many  popular  fallacies  were  dissipated,  such 
as  that  which  relates  that  a  person's  hair  will 
sometimes  stand  on  end  through  fear  during  a 
thunderstorm.  The  Professor  explained  that  the 
condition  was  brought  about  by  the  pulling  effect 
of  electricity  on  the  hair.  It  was  shown  also 
that  the  mystery  of  the  finding  of  thunderbolts 
after  such  a  storm  would  not  bear  the  light  of 
research  and  careful  examination.  One  of  the  ex- 
periments which  excited  the  greatest  interest  was 
that  in  which  the  Professor  put  a  current  of 
electricity,  upon  a  twig  (attached  to  his  apparatus) 
to  show  what  takes  place  when  a  tree  is  struck  by 
lightning.  The  pictures  put  on  the  screen  showing 
clouds  during  a  thunderstorm  and  wonderful 
examples  of  lightning  flashes  added  immensely 
to  the  wonders  of  the  lecture. 

Mr.  Paterson's  lecture  was  very  greatly  enjoyed 
though  sometimes  he  had  to  submit  to  a  lively 
heckling  as  when,  after  showing  by  practical 
experiment  what  changes  take  place  in  the  albumen 
of  an  egg  cooked  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  after  carry- 
ing through  his  experiment  both  with  an  egg  and 
with  the  albumen  of  one  in  a  test  tube,  the  audience 
insisted  upon  themselves  dissecting  the  egg  in 
order  to  prove  that  his  theories  were  true.  From 
him  also  we  had  to  suffer  the  destruction  of  many 
pet  theories,  though  doubtless  the  scientific 
truths  which  replaced  them  should  lead  to  a 
clearer  and  more  intelligent  attitude  in  respect 
to  invalid  feeding ;  if,  too,  we  are  able  to 
remember  aU  the  valuable  instruction  given  in 
connection  with  the  repair  of  electrical  apparatus, 
we  ought  to  be  very  useful  members  of  society, 
indeed,  when  in  these  days  we  are  apt  to  be 
plunged  in  darkness  just  when  we  are  most  depend- 
ing on  our  supply  of  electricity. 

NOTICE    WILL    BE    GIVEN. 

Now  that  the  lighter  days  are  coming  nurses  will 
wish  to  be  much  out  of  doors,  and  so  it  has  been 
decided  not  to  have  our  regular  Saturday  afternoon 
gatherings,  but  when  any  special  lecture,  confer- 
ence or  entertainment  is  to  take  place  at  the  Club, 
due  notice  of  this  will  be  given  to  the  members 
through  our  official  organ. 

THE     GENERAL    COUNCIL. 

Nominations  will  shortly  be  made  for  election 
of  Members  of  the  General  Council,  and  we  shall 
be  glad  if  the  members  will  forward  to  us  the 
names  of  members  of  the  Association  which  they 
wish  to  have  placed  on  the  voting  paper  lists. 
These  nominations  should  reach  the  office  before 
April  30  th. 

THE     NAPOLEON     COTERIE. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Napoleon  Coterie 
a  lecture  will  be  given  at  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.7, 
on  Friday,  May  5th,  at  3  p!m.  The  date  fixed 
upon  is  the  anniversary  of  Napoleon's  death,  and 
we  learn  from  the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the 
Coterie  that  Sir  Arnold  Chaplin  is  to  be  asked  to 
give  the  lecture  and  that,  if  he  consents,  the 
subject  of  it  will  be  "  The  Autopsy  of  Napoleon." 


This  famous  medical  man  is  a  great  authority  on 
Napoleonic  history,  and  we  may  look  forward  to 
a  very  wonderful  lecture  indeed  if  he  accedes  to 
the  request  of  the  Coterie.  If  he  is  unable  to  do 
so  some  other  Member  of  the  Coterie  will  lecture. 

STUDY     GROUP. 

Miss  Ina  Macleod  has  written  suggesting  that 
we  should  have  a  study  group  which  would  meet 
once  in  each  week.  We  shall  be  very  glad  to 
have  the  names  of  nurses  who  would  like  to  join 
it.  Miss  Macleod  thinks  that  psychology  would 
be  a  suitable  subject  for  study,  and  we  agree 
with  her  as  it  is  one  which  must  always  prove 
most  helpful  to  nurses  and,  at  the  present  time, 
it  is  of  increasing  importance  when  so  many  aspects 
of  treatment  have  been  brought  forward  in  which 
a  knowledge  of  psychology  plays  a  special  part. 
It  is  suggested  that  Wednesdays  evenings  would 
be  very  suitable  for  the  group  meetings,  and  we 
shall  be  glad  to  see  any  nurses  for  the  first,  which 
will  take  place  on  May  3rd,  at  8  p.m. 

GIFTS    TO    THE    CLUB. 

Miss  L.  Bennett,  snowdrops  ;  Miss  Cure,  eggs  ; 
Miss  E.  Eden,  snowdrops  ;  Mrs.  Franke,  mimosa  ; 
Mrs.  Langham,  eggs  ;  Miss  Murdoch,  carnations  ; 
Mrs.  Janette  Smith,  azalea  ;  National  Union  of 
Trained  Nurses,  books  ;  Mrs.  Hayes  Palmer,  illus- 
trated papers  ;  Miss  Bishop,  tulips  and  Devonshire 
Cream ;  Miss  Liddiatt,  oak  tray ;  Miss  Cox 
Sinclair,  apples  and  eggs. 

Lady  Bowden  Smith,  box  at  the  Albert  Hall ; 
Miss  G.  Anderson,  eggs  ;  Miss  Bishop,  daffodils  ; 
Miss  Bylett,  dog ;  Miss  Butcher,  plant  and  dog 
basket ;  Mrs.  Hall,  daffodils  ;  Mrs.  Hayes  Palmer, 
illustrated  papers  ;  Miss  Gilligan,  eggs  ;  Miss 
Holies,  cake  ;  Miss  Howard,  tulips  ;  Miss  Kidd, 
carnations  and  ferns  ;  Miss  Rowson,  azalea  ; 
Miss  Trevena,  carnations. 

DONATIONS. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer  acknowledges  with  thanks 
the  following  donations  : — 

General  Purposes  Fund :  Miss  E.  Randall, 
£1  IS.  ;  Miss  F.  Archer,  Miss  C.  Brunt,  i6s.  ;  Miss 
M.  Groom,  6s.  6d.  ;  Miss  M.  Wooler,  6s.  4d.  ; 
Anon,  Misses  Anthony,  Cowie,  Darrington,  Pear- 
son, Pledger,  Seymour,  Whatling,  5s.  ;  Miss  E. 
Wilson,  3s.  9d.  ;  Misses  Glover,  Cross,  B.  Kent, 
Mitchel,  Thompson,  and  Mrs.  Miller,  2s.  6d.  ; 
Misses  Fidler,  Forsyth,  F.  M.  Hart  and  Workman, 
IS.  6d.  ;    Miss  J.  Ware,  Miss  M.  Treble,  is. 

Settlement:  Fund :  Miss  M.  Atkinson,  5s.  ; 
Miss  C.  Clarke,  Mrs.  Collett,  2s.  6d.  ;  Mrs.  Cook,  is. 

Helena  Benevolent  Fund  :  Miss  M.  Colborne, 
IDS.  ;  Miss  A.  Dorrell,  6s.  ;  Misses  Atkinson,  C. 
CatteU,  E.  Chippendale,  M.  Tait,  E.  P.  Todd,  5s.  ; 
Misses  A.  Bird,  B.  Kent,  M.  Phelps,  Mrs.  Collett, 
2s.  6d.  ;  Misses  Heap,  Humphrey,  Ramos,  2S.  ; 
Misses  Bath,  Clarke,  Fidler,  is.  6d.  ;  Misses  Col- 
ville,  Douglas,  Edwards,  Forsyth,  Groom,  Haynes, 
M.  Smith,  Williams,  and  Mrs.  Cook,  is. 

Isabel  Macdonald, 
Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 
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THE  REGISTERED    NURSES'   PARLIA- 
MENTARY   COUNCIL    AND     SYSTEMS 
OF  REGISTRATION. 


The  dangerously  inefficient  system  of  Registra- 
tion in  England  and  Wales  by  which  the  General 
Nursing  Council  have  authorised  a  salaried  official 
to  compile  our  Statutory  Register,  prompted  the 
President  of  the  R.N.P.C.  to  ask  for  information 
as  to  their  systems  from  the  Registrars  of  the 
Scottish  and  Irish  Nursing  Councils,  to  which  she 
has  received  courteous  replies. 

The  Registrar  of  the  Scottish  Council  writes  : — 
"  I  have  to  inform  you  that  my  Council  require 
the  production  of  (i)  an  Applicant's  original 
Training  Certificate,  or  (2)  a  copy  of  the  same 
certified  as  correct  by  a  Minister  of  Religion, 
Registered  Medical  Practitioner,  or  other  respon- 
sible person,  subject,  in  the  latter  alternative, 
to  my  being  able  to  have  the  facts  in  the  copy 
Certificate  verified  by  reference  to  the  Hospital 
Authorities." 

The  Registrar  of  the  Irish  Council  writes  : — 
"  The  evidence  required  by  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  Ireland,  when  apphcants  desire  regis- 
tration, is,  as  a  rule,  the  original  Certificate  of 
hospital  training.  Sometimes,  however,  applicants 
find  it  difficult  to  forward  the  original  Certificates, 
or  are  afraid  to  trust  them  in  the  post.  In  such 
cases,  I  require  them  to  send  me  a  copy  of  the 
original  authenticated  by  a  doctor  or  a  clergy- 
man." 

It  will  be  seen  that  it  remains  for  the  Enghsh 
Nursing  Council  to  attempt  to  ruin  our  Register 
by  accepting  entrants  second  hand  without  the 
production  of  direct  documentary  evidence  of 
training  to  the  Council.  Whether  this  system  of 
mischievous  muddle  emanated  from  the  brain  of 
the  Registrar  or  of  Dr.  Goodall,  who  thrust 
Rule  9A  upon  us — or  from  the  tools  of  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd. — remains  to  be  proved. 
Anyway,  the  nursing  profession,  whicli  will  have 
to  pay  in  cash  for  the  colossal  ignorance  of  our 
Council,  and  in  honour  for  the  breach  of  faith 
with  the  Scottish  and  Irish  Councils,  is  not  going 
to  foot  the  bill  without  protest. 


THE    PROFESSIONAL    UNION    OF 
TRAINED    NURSES. 

At  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Pro- 
fessional Union  of  Trained  Nurses,  held  on 
March  31st,  the  following  resolutions  were  passed 
unanimously  : — 

To  THE  Minister  of  Health  : 
"  That  this  Union  of  Independent  Nurses,  outside 
the  control  of  Eniploj'ers,  wishes  to  express  to  the 
Minister  of  Health  its  indignation  that  he  should  have 
secretly  agreed  with  a  section  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales,  to  sign  the  new 
Rules  9  (a)  and  43  (2).  They  consider  such  methods 
entirely  unconstitutional^  and  wish  to  point  out  that 


the  majority  of  the  Matrons  on  the  General  Nursing 
Council  are  members  of  the  College  of  Nursing 
(Limited),  a  Society  which  stands  isolated  and  alone 
with  regard  to  the  policy  of  altering  these  Rules,  for 
the  Matrons'  Association  is  a  body  just  lately  formed, 
consisting  mostly  of  members  of  the  College  of 
Nursing  (Limited)  ;  all  other  independent  Nursing 
Societies  having  combined  against  it. 

"  The  members  of  the  Free  Nurses'  Organisations, 
which  compose  the  Central  Committee  for  the  State 
Registration  of  Nurses  (mentioned  in  the  Schedule  of 
the  Act),  are  holding  a  meeting  on  April  8th  to  receive 
an  official  statement  on  the  whole  question.  This 
Central  Committee,  whose  constituent  societies  are 
the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association,  the  Matrons' 
Council  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  Registered 
Nurses'  Parliamentary  Committee,  the  Fever  Nurses' 
Association,  and  the  National  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses,  is  also  supported  in  its  policy  by  the  Pro- 
fessional Union  of  Trained  Nurses,  the  National  Asylum 
Workers'  Union,  and  the  Nursing  Section  of  the  Poor 
Law  Workers'  Trade  Union.  The  action  of  the 
Minister  in  this  matter  has  done  much  to  impair  the 
confidence  of  Nurses  in  the  impartiality  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

"  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Minister  deprecates 
the  suggestion  that  Matrons  on  the  Council  represent 
the  interests  of  the  Employers,  the  fact  that  they 
engage  and  practically  discharge  all  those  under  their 
jurisdiction,  gives  them  an  employer's  powers  without 
his  responsibilities,  and  practically  the  same  status 
as  a  foreman  or  a  forewoman  in  industry." 

To   THE  Majority  of   the   General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales  : 

"  That  this  Union  of  Free  Members,  whose  policy 
cannot  be  controlled  by  those  representing  the  Em- 
ployers' interests,  passes  a  vote  of  censure  upon  the 
Majority  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales  for  their  action  in  turning  out  of  the 
Registration  Committee  a  Nurse  who  is  an  expert  in 
professional  affairs,  and  substituting  in  her  place  a 
lady  who  can  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the 
qualifications  necessary.  The  Working  Nurses  most 
strongly  object  to  be  governed  by  the  laity,  especially 
as  there  are  members  of  their  own  profession  more 
fitted  for  the  task. 

"  They  also  most  strongly  object  to  pay  the  first- 
class  fare  and  expenses  of  a  lady  of  title  from  Bath 
in  order  that  she  may  sit  on  the  Education  and 
Examination  Committee  in  place  of  the  only  Matron, 
who  is  a  Fever  expert,  on  the  Council,  and  who  has 
been  turned  off  this  Committee." 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  TRAINED  NURSES. 

A  meeting  of  the  London  Branch  will  be  held 
(by  kind  permission  of  Miss  Marsters)  at  117, 
Sutherland  Avenue,  Maida  Vale,  W.g  (Warwick 
Avenue  Station,  or  Bus  No.  6),  on  Friday,  May 
5th,  at  7.30  p.m. 

Miss  Pye  has  kindly  consented  to  give  an  address 
on  Child  Welfare  Work  in  Austria. 

R.S.V.P.  to  the  Secretary,  N.U.T.N.,  38-9, 
Parliament  Street,  Whitehall,  Westminster,  S  W.i. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Council  will  be  held 
at  46,  Marsham  Street,  Westminster,  S.W.i  (by. 
kind  permission  of  Miss  Carson),  on  Saturday 
May  6th,  at  2.30  p.m. 
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PRESS  OPINIONS  ON  THE  Q.N.C. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  that  several  papers  are 
admitting  the  truth  re  the  G.N.C.  scandal  to 
appear.  Time  and  Tide,  the  Manchester  Guardian 
and  the  Yorkshire  Post  are  giving  publicity  to  this 
matter,  so  important  to  the  community.  Miss, 
Isabel  Macdon aid's  admirable  reply  in  the  latter 
paper  to  the  usual  misleading  article  by  "A 
Nursing  Expert  "  will,  we  hope,  help  the  Nursing 
Profession  and  the  public  to  realise  the  manner  in 
which  the  expert  nurses'  representatives  are  being 
treated  by  the  lay,  medical,  and  Matron  majority 
of  the  Council — supported  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

THE  HOSPITAL   WORLD. 


The  Lady  Mayoress,  on  Tuesday,  April  25th,  at 
II  a.m.,  will  perform  an  interesting  ceremony  at 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  London,  E.C.,  in 
connection  with  the  demolition  of  the  old  houses 
in  Little  Britain,  preparatory  to  the  erection  of  the 
First  Wing  of  Queen  ]\Iary's  Home  for  St. 
Bartholomew's  Nurses. 


The  Ministry  of  Health  has  had  under  considera- 
tion the  number  of  patients  in  mental  hospitals  and 
epileptic  colonies  who  have  received  injuries  by 
falling,  and  has  asked  the  Metropolitan  Asylums 
Board  to  give  the  matter  its  consideration,  as  the 
number  is  considerable  and  appears  to  be  increas- 
ing. In  particular,  the  Ministry  has  asked  whether 
the  floors  of  the  institutions  are  being  over- 
polished. 


The  Blackburn  and  East  Lancashire  Royal 
Infirmary  benefits  to  the  extent  of  ;^6o,ooo  by 
the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Ward,  of  "  The 
Kennels,"    Blackburn,  a  well-known  brewer. 


The  New  South  Wales  Labour  Government  is 
about  to  introduce  legislation  to  abolish  what  is 
described  as  "  the  humiliating  method  of  cadging 
money  from  the  public  by  the  medium  of  '  charity 
days  '  for  the  upkeep  of  the  hospitals." 

A  scheme  of  compulsory  contributions  is  to  be 
inaugurated,  under  which  every  individual  will 
be  ta:xed  according  to  his  means. 

It  is  estimated  that  a  penny  a  week  from  every- 
body would  be  enough  to  maintain  the  hospitals 
adequately.  Then  those  who  need  medical  skill 
and  nursing  in  a  hospital  will  not  feel  that  they 
are  objects  of  charity,  but  subscribers  who  are 
entitled  to  the  benefits  they  receive. 

Sooner  or  later  we  shall  either  maintain  our 
hospitals  by  a  direct  tax — or  by  a  system  of  com- 
pulsory insurance,  which  amounts  to  the  same 
thing.  As  patients  now  pay  towards  their  ex- 
penses in  hospitals,  the  claim  that  these  institu- 
tions are  voluntary  no  longer  stands.  But 
hospital  managers  in  this  country  are  clinging 
tenaciously  to  unrestricted  power — ^and  they 
can't  have   it  both  ways. 


The  rush  on  the  part  of  the  feminine  population 
of  London  to  view  Princess  Mary's  wedding 
presents  has  so  far  resulted  in  a  profit  of  upwards 

of    ;^I0,000. 

She  proposes  to  devote  the  whole  of  this  sum 
to  King  Edward's  Hospital  Fund  for  London, 
with  a  special  request  that  as  much  as  possible 
shall  be  devoted  to  those  hospitals  dealing  more 
particularly  with  women  and  children. 


At  the  149th  anniversary  meeting  of  the 
Governors  and  subscribers  of  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Leicester,  held  in  the  "  Edward  Wood  "  Recreation 
Room  of  the  Nurses'  Home  recently,  when  Mr. 
T.  Fielding  Johnson,  J. P.  (Chairman  of  the  Board) 
presided,  very  high  praise  was  expressed  of  the 
work  done  by  the  institution,  by  the  Mayor,  the 
High  Sheriff  (Mr.  A.  E.  Hawley),  the  Bishop  of 
Peterborough,  and  others.  The  principal  points 
of  interest  were  the  generous  gift  of  ^^20,000  from 
the  Saturday  Hospital  Society  ;  the  continuation 
of  the  extensions,  in  spite  of  the  financial  difficulty 
because,  as  the  Chairman  put  it,  they  were  not 
running  a  business,  and  had  to  consider  the  health 
of  the  people  more  than  the  state  of  the  balance- 
sheet  ;  the  decision  to  vote  to  each  of  the  thirteen 
members  of  the  Hon.  Staff  ;^50  per  annum  for 
out-of-pocket  expenses,  and  they  will  ialso  give 
a  percentage  of  certain  sources  of  income  for 
particular  cases.  Mr.  Fielding  Johnson  was 
elected  to  the  vacant  vice-presidency,  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  great  services  to  the  institution.  Lastly, 
the  Mayoress  handed  to  the  chairman  a  cheque 
for  £571  given  by  the  inhabitants  of  Leicester 
towards  the  endowment  of  a  bed  in  commemora- 
tion of  Princess  Mary's  wedding  day,  which,  with 
Her  Royal  Highnesses'  consent,  is  to  be  called  by 
her  name. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 

Women's  Hospital,  Rotten  Row,  Glasgow. — Miss 
Alice  Frisby  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Ecclesall  Infirmary,  and  has  been  nurse 
at  the  Lock  Hospital  (now  the  Women's  Hospital), 
Glasgow;  Theatre  and  Ward  Sister  at  the  Jubilee 
Hospital.  Port  Glasgow  ;  Sister  of  the  Venereal  Wards 
at  the  Firvale  Infirmary,  Sheffield ;  and  Assistant 
Matron  at  the  Glasgow  Lock  Hospital. 

City  Mental  Hospital,  Humberstone,  Leicester.— Miss 
Mary  Scott  Seymour  has  been  appointed  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  Bethlem  Royal  Hospital,  at  St. 
Mary's  Hospital,  Paddington,  and  at  the  East  End 
Mother's  Home,  Commercial  Road,  E.  She  has  held 
the  position  of  Sister  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Pad- 
dington ;  and  of  Night  Superintendent  and  Home 
Sister  at  the  West  London  Hospital,  Hammersmith. 
She  is  a  Certified  Midwife. 

THEATRE    SISTER. 

St.  Mary  (Islington)  Iniirmary,  Highgate. — Miss 
Ethel  T.  Smith  has  been  appointed  Theatre  Sister. 
She  was  trained  at  the  New  Infirmary,  Bishop  Auck- 
land, and  the  Firvale  Hospital,  Sheffield.  She  did 
war  nursing  at  home  and  abroad,  and  has  recently 
liad  experience  of  private  nursing. 


2^6 


^bc  Brttteb  Journal  of  Burstng. 


April  22,    1922 


REGISTERED  NURSES' PARLIAMENTARY 
COUNCIL. 

A  Meeting  will  be  held  at  431,  Oxford  Street, 
London,  W.,  on  Saturday,  April  29th,  at  4.30  p.m., 
to  discuss  "  A  General  Nursing  Council  composed 
of  Registered  Nurses  for  the  Government  of  the 
Nursing  Profession,"  with  a  view  to  including  it  as 
an  object  of  the  R.N.P.C, 

A  FEW  NOreS  ON  PERSONAL  HYGIENE. 

Very  few  people,  said  Dr.  Leonard  Williams  at 
the  recent  Nursing  Conference,  at  the  Royal  Horti- 
cultural Hall,  Westminster,  have  normal  eyesight. 
The  human  being  has  only  a  certain  amount  of 
energy,  and  this  must  be  evenly  distributed  over 
the  body.  To  strain  the  eye,  is  using  up  undue 
energy.  Trouble  to  the  eyes  in  a  nurse  may  give 
trouble  not  only  to  herself,  but  to  the  patient, 
because  it  may  produce  irritability,  headache  and 
indigestion.  The  lecturer  considers  that  the 
fashion  of  bobbing  the  hair  is  sensible  for  nurses. 
He  suggests  that  nurses  should  strike  against  the 
prevailing  style  of  uniform,  which  in  various 
aspects  is  bad  and  unsuitable  ;  there  is  great  need 
for  reform,  he  remarked,  especially  in  respect  of 
the  veil  and  the  high  tight  collar — ^the  latter  he 
specially  condemned  as  impeding  free  circulation. 
The  doctor  does  not  approve  of  flannel  garments 
being  worn  next  the  skin,  giving  as  a  reason  that  it 
does  not  absorb  moisture ;  linen  or  cotton  is 
preferable.  His  suggested  treatment  for  insomnia 
may  be  good,  but  is  certainly  not  very  attractive — 
namely,  to  lie  on  one's  face  ! 

Referring  to  Monsieur  Coue,  the  doctor  declared 
that  we  are  all  preachers  of  suggestion,  and  that 
a  nurse  may  do  a  great  deal  by  suggestion  ;  by 
creating  complete  mental  and  physical  relaxation  in 
herself  she  can  do  the  same  in  others.  He  laid 
great  stress  on  the  importance  of  the  personality 
of  the  nurse  in  respect  of  her  patient. 

WORD    FOR    THE    WEEK. 

For  Adoration,  in  the  skies. 
The  Lord's  philosopher  espies 

The  Dog,  the  Ram,  and  Rose  ; 
The  planet's  ring,  Orion's  sword  ; 
Nor  is  his  greatness  less  ador'd 

In  the  vile  worm  that  glows. 

— Christopher  Smart. 

TRUE  TALES  WITH  A  MORAL. 

Nursing  Ethics. 

Headquarters  G.N.C.  Trade  Nursing  journals 
liberally  displayed  in  Registrar's  Office. 

Eminent  Professor  of  Nursing  from  U.S.A.  : 
"  Oh,  we  always  place  those  unethical  publications 
in  the  waste-paper  basket !  " 

Overheard  at  Nursing  Exhibition. 

At  stall  of  National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses. 
Two  nurses  listening  eagerly  to  propaganda  re  the 
value  of  such  a  professional  self-governing  Union 
to  trained  nurses. 

"  Oh  !    here  comes  Matron  !  " 

Nurses  scuttle. 


OUR  FOREIGN  LETTER. 

THE    TRAINED    NURSES   ASSOCIATION 
OF    INDIA. 

The  Eleventh  Annual  Conference  of  the  Associa- 
tion of  Nursing  Superintendents  of  India  and 
Trained  Nurses'  Association  of  India  was  opened 
in  the  Lady  Minto's  Nursing  Association  Rooms, 
Calcutta,  on  January  5,  1922.  Miss  Darbyshire, 
the  President,  presided  over  all  the  sessions  of  the 
conference.  She  gave  a  short  opening  address, 
and  afterwards,  by  her  kind  invitation,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Conference  were  entertained  to  tea. 

The  principal  business  meeting  of  the  Conference 
was  on  the  following  morning.  The  amalgamation 
of  the  two  associations  was  discussed  and  passed. 
The  new  association  to  be  called  the  T. N.A.I.  It 
was  felt  that  a  united  body  would  be  stronger  and 
have  more  weight  behind  it  in  approaching  any 
governing  body  with  schemes  for  the  improvement 
of  nursing  in  India.  It  was  mentioned  that  there 
are  many  matters  whidh  affect  Nursing  Superin- 
tendents only  and  which  it  would  not  be  expedient 
to  discuss  always  at  a  united  gathering.  Out  of 
this  arose  the  suggestion  to  form  a  Council  of 
Nursing  Superintendents,  to  be  elected  by  Nursing 
Superintendents  who  are  members  of  the  T.N.A.I. 
The  subscription  to  the  amalgamated  association 
to  be  Rs.  5,  and  voluntary  donations  above  that 
amount  are  asked  for,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  an 
effort  is  to  be  made  to  issue  the  Journal  monthly. 
The  question  of  the  Association  having  a  full-time, 
paid  Secretary,  was  next  discussed.  The  funds  are 
not  yet  available,  and  to  get  a  Government  grant 
for  sudh  a  f>erson,  some  definite  scheme  for  raising 
the  standard  of  Indian  nurses  must  be  on  foot 
before  Government  could  be  approached.  A  non- 
recurring grant  is  what  may  be  hoped  for  first. 
Government  might  be  willing  to  grant  this  for 
one  year  in  order  that  some  person  could  pre- 
pare statistics  to  be  brought  before  Government 
when  they  are  considering  Registration.  The 
establishment  of  Provincial  centres  was  suggested 
so  that  the  Association  could  get  more  into  touch 
with  nurses.  If  keen  members  in  the  various  Pro- 
vinces would  start  such  centres,  it  would  be  part 
of  the  Secretary's  work  to  visit  and  encourage 
these,  and  to  link  them  up  with  each  other,  and 
keep  up  interest  in  nursing  matters  all  over  the 
country. 

The  members-hip  of  the  Association  ought  to  be 
very  materially  increased  if  it  is  going  to  be  a 
power  at  all  in  India.  It  was  suggested  that  a 
pamphlet  should  be  drawn  up  and  circulated  to 
matrons  of  all  large  hospitals,  bringing  the  objects 
and  aims  of  the  Association  to  their  notice,  and 
asking  them  to  join  and  to  encourage  their  trained 
nurses  to  do  so  also.  In  this  connection  it  was 
mentioned  with  regret  that  many  matrons  of 
large  hospitals  in  India  are  not  trained  nurses. 
Membership  of  the  Association  must  be  strictly 
confined  to  nurses  who  hold  certificates  of  a  three- 
years'  training  from  a  recognised  training  school 
in  any  country. 

The  oflRce  bearers  for  the  year  were  then 
appointed.     It  was  with  very  great  regret  that  Miss 
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Darbyshire's  resignation  as  President,  owing  to 
her  approaching  departure  from  India,  was  re- 
ceived. Lady  Edwards  was  appointed  in  her  place. 
Miss  Griffin,  Delhi,  was  appointed  Secretary  and 
Treasurer.  The  election  resulted  in  an  equal  repre- 
sentation of  Mission  and  non-Mission  hospitals. 

The  afternoon  session  was  devoted  to  the  Delhi 
Health  School.  Miss  Griffin  read  a  most  interest- 
ing paper  giving  particulars  of  the  work  there. 
Afterwards  there  was  discussion,  and  samples  of 
the  needlework  of  the  students  and  mothers  were 
shown.  The  course  extends  for  one  year  from 
October  to  August.  Only  fully  trained  midwives 
are  accepted  for  the  Health  Visitors'  training,  and 
fully-trained  nurses  are  preferred,  but  that  is  not 
insisted  upon.  A  good  knowledge  of  English  and 
of  at  least  one  vernacular  is  required,  therefore 
only  girls  with  a  good  education  are  eligible. 
Seventh  standard  girls  are  taken,  but  the  Matricu- 
lation standard  is  f>referred.  All  candidates  must 
be  21  years  of  age.  The  work  of  Health  Visitors 
is  to  supervise  the  dais,  and  instruct  mothers  in 
the  rearing  of  children.  They  are  not  there  actu- 
ally to  conduct  labour  cases,  but  they  must,  if 
possible,  be  present  at  the  delivery  and  visit  after- 
wards. The  training  includes  First-Aid,  home- 
nursing,  care  of  healthy  children,  cooking,  food- 
values,  needlework,  sanitation,  and  tropical 
diseases.  The  Health  Officer  gives  lectures  in 
hygiene  and  sanitation,  and  visits  are  made  to 
public  buildings,  dairies,  wells,  &c.,  so  that  prac- 
tical sanitation  is  demonstrated.  Lectures  are 
given  by  lady  doctors,  and  the  Superintendents  of 
the  school,  Miss  Griffin  and  Miss  Graham,  do  the 
practical  instruction.  Visits  are  paid  to  infant 
welfare  centres  and  the  students'  work  there.  A 
most  important  branch  of  the  training  is  the  dais 
classes,  and  students  are  trained  to  hold  classes  for 
them.  Private  pupils  are  taken  who  pay  Rs.  75 
per  mensem  for  training.  They  are  free  at  the  end 
of  the  course.  Ordinary  pupils  receive  a  salary 
of  Rs.  40  per  mensem,  out  of  which  they  must 
provide  for  their  board,  excluding  servants.  These 
^  pupils  must  agree  to  serve  wherever  they  are  re- 
quired for  three  years  after  training.  The  final 
examination  (written,  oral,  and  practical)  is  con- 
ducted by  an  examining  board.  Diplomas  are 
granted  in  two  grades:  "A,"  75%  and  over,  and 
"  B,"  below  75%.  "B"  grade  pupils  may  take 
the  examination  again  after  some  years'  work. 
"  A  "  grade  pupils  receive  a  salary  of  Rs.  150  to 
Rs.  250  per  mensem,  and  "  B "  grade  Rs.  75, 
rising  to  Rs.  150.  Europeans,  Hindus  of  all  castes, 
Mohammedans,  and  Anglo-Indians,  are  accepted 
as  pupils. 

Discussion,  led  by  Miss  Darbyshlre,  on  Registra- 
tion, occupied  Saturday  morning.  The  difficulties 
In  the  way  were  first  brought  forward  :  the  lack  of 
proper  training,  and  the  shortage  of  nurses,  leading 
to  the  employment  of  untrained  people;  also  the 
shortage  of  Government  money.  To  overcome  this 
Improvement  must  take  place  from  within.  It 
rests  with  those  who  are  fully  trained  to  agitate 
for  better  training  and  for  better  prospects.  Nurs- 
ing must  be  looked  up>on  as  a  profession,  not  as  a 


trade,  and  public  opinion  created  to  look  upon  it 
in  that  Jight.  The  medical  services,  then  the  Pro- 
vincial Governments,  and  after  that  the  Govern 
ment  of  India  must  be  approached  to  take  a 
higher  view  of  nursing  and  to  do  something  for  its 
improvement.  We  have  for  our  guidance  the  his- 
tory of  Registration  in  England.  We  have  many 
more  difficulties  in  India — the  caste  system  and  the 
national  want  of  respect  for  nurses — but  in  spite  of 
these  we  hope  that  Registration  may  be  an  accom- 
plished fact  in  a  much  shorter  time  than  it  has 
taken  to  become  so  in  England.  Undesirables  will 
in  time  be  weeded  out  of  the  profession,  pyrovided 
that  a  supply  of  properly  trained  nurses  can  be 
provided.  Lady  Reading  has  proposed  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  nursing  service  for  Indian  girls  much 
on  the  lines  of  the  Lady  Minto's  Association.  She 
proposes  to  establish  centres  of  training  for  Indian 
girls  in  'hospitals  in  which  women  only  are  nursed, 
and  after  training  they  will  be  required  to  nurse 
women  only.  Conditions  being  as  they  are  at 
present,  Indian  girls  of  good  family  will  not  go 
where  they  are  exf>ected  to  nurse  men. 

The  methods  suggested  were  that  the  T.N. A. I. 
do  all  in  its  f>ower  to  strengthen  itself,  and  get 
matrons,  medical  officers,  and  educational  depart- 
ments interested  in  the  subject.  It  would  be  a 
good  thing  if  the  Association  could  form  branches 
in  the  Provinces  and  get  Provincial  Registration, 
then,  later  on,  link  up  the  Provinces  and  get 
Government  of  India  Registration,  the  vastly  dif- 
fering conditions  which  pwevail  in  the  various  Pro- 
vinces being  kept  in  mind.  Other  State  Registra- 
tion rules  would  be  a  guide,  especially  the  Austra- 
lian ones.  Moral  character  would  need  to  be  a 
specially  important  point.  The  benefits  would  first 
of  all  be  to  the  nurses  themselves.  They  would 
have  improved  status;  pay  and  prospects  would  be 
clearly  defined,  and  training  would  be  in  accord- 
ance with  a  prescribed  syllabus.  The  general 
status  being  improved,  a  better  class  of  girls  would 
naturally  be  attracted  to  the  profession.  The  benefit 
would  also  be  to  the  public.  They  would  have  a 
guarantee  whether  the  person  employed  was  a 
trained  nurse  or  not.  They  would  also  be  protected 
from  untrained  people  charging  exorbitant  fees. 

The  Saturday  afternoon  discussion,  led  by  Dr. 
Curjil,  was  on  the  Improvement  of  maternity  work 
in  India.  The  usual  questions  of  inadequate  train- 
ing and  the  lack  of  suitable  candidates  were  again 
brought  forward.  What  is  specially  lacking  In  the 
case  of  midwives  is  organisation  and  supervision 
of  them  after  they  leave  training  centres.  In  towns 
this,  in  a  measure,  can  be  done,  and  hostels  fwo- 
vided  for  them;  but  in  the  villages  and  large 
country  districts  the  difficulties  are  very  great,  but 
the  need  is  also  greater. 

The  outcome  of  the  conference  seemed  to  me 
very  much  to  be  to  impress  upon  us  all  the  crying 
need  for  a  stronger  united  body  of  trained  nurses 
who  would  be  keen  to  work  for  better  training  of 
nurses,  better  conditions  of  work,  and  who  would 
educate  public  opinion  to  recognise  that  nurses 
belong  to  an  honourable  profession. 

Helena  W.  Sutherland. 
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BOOK  OF  THE  WEEK. 


THE    QREY    ROOM.* 

"  The  guns  were  returning,  and  eight  men  with 
three  women  arrived  at  thfe  lofty  gates.  On^  of 
the  party  rode  a  grey  pony,  and  a  woman  walked 
at  each  side  of  him.  They  chatted  together,  and 
the  little  company  of  tweed-clad  people  passed  into 
Chadlands  Park  and  trudged  forward,  where  the 
manor  house  rose  half  a  mile  ahead." 

Sir  Walter  Lennox  was  fifth  baronet  grown  old, 
with  archaic  principles,  great  wealth,  invincible 
kindness  of  heart,  a  jwpular  and  resjx^cted  man. 
The  house-party  consisted  of  his  lately  married 
daughter  and  her  husband,  a  naval  captain — still  a 
devoted  pair  of  lovers — his  nephew  and  heir,  Harry 
Lennox,  and  one  or  two  other  intimate  friends. 

Upon  the  pleasant  circle  of  these  everyday  folk 
was  destined  to  break  an  event,  unique  and  extra- 
ordinary. A  very  trivial  and  innocent  remark  was 
prelude  to  the  disaster. 

At  eleven  the  master  of  the  house  rose. 

"  Will  anyone  have  another  whiskey?  "  he 
asked. 

It  was  ordinarily  the  signal  for  departure  to  their 
various  rooms,  but  to-night  it  was  delayed.  Tom 
May,  his  son-in-law,  spoke  : 

"  Fayre-Mitchell  has  never  heard  the  ghost-story 
governor,"  he  said,  "  and  Mr.  Travers  badly  wants 
another  drink." 

So  after  a  psychical  discussion.  Sir  Walter  told 
the  history  of  the  grey  room,  which  we  give  in 
brief. 

A  death  had  occurred  in  the  room  when  he  was 
a  child,  which  caused  a  vague  feeling  against  it, 
and  it  was  finally,  although  beautifully  furnished 
with  antiques,  for  which  Sir  Walter  had  no  feeling, 
relegated  to  a  sort  of  store  room  for  unwanted 
articles. 

One  Christmas  an  old  aunt  unexpectedly  arrived 
and  strained  the  resources  of  the  house.  The 
strong-minded  old  lady  insisted  on  occupying  the 
grey  room. 

In  the  morning  she  was  found  dead  on  the  floor. 
As  she  was  eighty-eight  the  doctor  found  her  end 
in  no  way  unusual.  This  increased  the  prejudice 
against  the  room. 

Twelve  years  after,  when  Mary  was  a  child,  she 
had  a  serious  illness,  and  a  trained  nurse  was 
engaged.  As  the  grey  room  was  closely  adjacent 
to  the  nursery,  the  nurse  laughingly  said  she  was 
not  afraid  of  ghosts,  and  that  she  must  be  near 
her  patient.  She  was  a  fearless  little  woman,  and 
chaffed  the  butler  and  the  maids  as  they  made  the 
room  comfortable  and  lighted  the  fire. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  nurse  retired,  leaving  the 
sleeping  child  in  charge  of  her  own  nurse,  directing 
that  she  should  be  called  at  seven. 

Sir  Walter  was  aroused  next  morning  by  his 
man  telling  him  the  nurse  had  been  called  accord- 
ing to  her  direction,  but  had  not  responded. 

The  door  was  forced  open.  Nurse  Forrester  was 
apparently  lying  awake,  but  she  was  not  awake ; 

*  By  Eden  Phillpotts.     (Hprst,  Blackett  &  Co.) 


she  slept  the  sleep  of  death.  Her  eyes  were  open 
but  glazed,  and  she  was  already  cold.  Yet,  save 
for  a  slight  but  hardly  unnatural  pallor,  not  a 
trace  of  death  marked  the  poor  httle  creature.  An 
expression  of  wonder  seemed  to  sit  on  her  features, 
otherwise  she  was  looking  much  as  when  she  said 
"  good  night." 

At  the  post-mortem  no  trace  of  physical  trouble 
solved  the  mystery.* 

At  the  conclusion  of  Sir  Walter's  recitation  of 
these  events,  the  guests,  \\  ho  now  consisted  only 
of  men,  the  ladies  having  retired  some  time  before, 
expressed  a  desire  to  see  the  grey  room,  and  Sir 
Walter  consented. 

It  was  a  fascinating  room,  with  nothing  sinister 
in  its  aspect. 

The  description  of  it  would  appeal  to  lovers  of 
antiques  had  we  space  to  quote  the  passages. 

Tom  May  made  "  a  sporting  offer  "  : 

"  Let  me  sleep  in  this  room  to-night,  and  I'll 
report  a  clean  bill,  and  you  can  throw  it  open  and 
announce  that  it's  forgiven  without  a  stain  on  its 
character." 

But  Sir  Walter  would  not  hear  of  it,  handed  his 
nephew  the  keys  to  lock  it  up,  and  retired  to  bed. 

The  two  young  men,  left  to  themselves,  decided 
to  brave  the  element,  whatever  it  might  be,  and 
after  some  argument,  tossed  for  the  privilege  of 
sleeping  there.  Tom  May  won,  and  clothing  him- 
self in  his  pyjamas,  and  armed  with  a  rug,  the 
stalwart  sailor  shut  himself  in  the  fateful  room. 

In  the  morning,  Harry  Lennox,  who  at  the  last 
moment  had  tried  to  dissuade  his  friend,  rose  early, 
and,  strolling  in  the  garden,  he  looked  up  at  the 
oriel  window  of  the  grey  room.  To  his  surprise 
he  saw  Tom  May,  still  in  his  pyjamas,  kneeling 
on  the  cushioned  recess,  looking  out  at  the  morn- 
ing. He  made  no  response  to  his  friend's  saluta- 
tion. History  repeated  itself,  and  brave  Tom  May 
was  dead,  without  any  physical  reason  being  re- 
vealed. 

We  must  leave  it  to  our  readers  to  read  for 
themselves  the  fate  of  the  famous  detective  and 
the  old  clergyman,  who  both  tried  to  solve  the 
mystery  from  their  own  point  of  view. 

We  will  not  spoil  the  thrill  of  suspense  by  any 
explanation  of  the  phenomenon,  as  we  expect  we 
have  said  enough  to  make  all  interested  in  mystery 
procure  the  book  for  themselves. 

We  defy  anyone,  however,  to  unravel  the  ex- 
planation before  it  is  given  at  the  close  of  the 
book.  H.  H. 


COMINQ    EVENTS. 

April  22nd. — The  Lady  Mayoress  (Ladv  Bad- 
deley)  "  At  Home,"  to  meet  the  Past  and  Present 
Nurses  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital.  The 
Mansion  House,  London.     Music  4  to  6  p.m. 

April  2yth.- — ^Central  Midwives  Board.  Monthly 
Meeting,  i,  Qneen  Anne's  Gate  Buildings,  West- 
minster, S.W. 

April  2qth. — Registered  Nurses  Parliamentary 
Council.  Meeting  to  discuss  extension  of  Objects. 
431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.     4.30  p.m. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible ^or  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

TKTE    MONTEE. 
To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — The  Association  of  Hospital 
Matrons  have  solemnly  expressed  their  "  very- 
general  disapproval  at  the  attitude  taken  at  a 
meeting  held  on  March  loth,  under  the  auspices  of 
a  society  recently  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
pubUc,  bearing  the  title  of  '  The  Registered 
Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council.',' '  It  sounds  rather 
hke  a  benediction  doesn't  it,  "^coming  from  the 
quarter  it  does  ?  If  the  large  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  Association  of  Hospital  Matrons 
had  not  been  "  wandering  in  the  anti-registration 
wilderness  "  while  a  certain  gallant  Uttle  Society 
was  busy  winning  the  war,  they  would  know  that 
the  Council  is  an  old  friend — or  enemy — with  a 
new  name,  and  that  the  Society  for  the  State 
Registration  of  Trained  Nurses  having  successfully 
attained  the  one  object  for  which  it  had  striven  for 
17  years,  namely,  "  To  obtain  *n  Act  of  Parliament 
for  the  legal  Registration  of  Nurses  "  had  taken 
the  advice  of  the  late  Minister  of  Health  (Dr. 
Addison)  and  reconstituted  itself,  so  that  all  the 
ParUamentary  experience  it  had  gained  should 
not  be  lost. 

As  to  its  Constitution — well,  at  any  rate,  the 
Association  of  Hospital  Matrons  may  be  assured  of 
one  thing,  the  R.N.P.C.  has  sufficient  originality 
and  conscience  to  draft  one  for  itself,  and  does  not 
— as  the  Association  of  Hospital  Matrons  did — 
lift,  word  for  word,  without  acknowledgment,  the 
constitution  of  a  pioneer  Society  (The  Matrons' 
Council  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland)  or  write  rude 
letters  to  the  Press,  when  chagrined  at  this 
lack  of  the  creative  faculty  on  the  part  of  its 
officials  being  pointed  out. 
'  Yours  truly, 

Margaret  Breay 
{Hon.  Secretary  R.N.P.C.) 
CRUSHED  AT  ALL  COSTS. 
To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Dear  Madam, — I  learn  that  the  fiat  went  forth 
that  "  Mrs.  Fenwick  was  to  be  crushed  at  all 
costs  ' '  ;  hence  the  mendacious  brief  supphed  to, 
and  used  by,  the  Minister  of  Health  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  on  March  22nd.  Glad  to  see  you 
in  such  fine  fettle  at  our  rousing  and  representative 
meeting  at  Chandos  Street,  on  April  8th.  May 
you  live  many  years  "  to  frustrate  their  knavish 
tricks,"  and  help  us  to  realise  the  ambition  of 
every  self-respecting  nurse  to  secure  an  elected 
General  Nursing  Council  composed  of  "  Registered 
Nurses  "  alone,  free  from  lay  and  medical  domina- 
tion. American  nurses  are  professionally  free ; 
and  compose  their  own  Registration  Boards ; 
why  are  British  nurses  still  treated  like  toads 
under  a  harrow  ?  , 

Yours  very  truly, 

Mary  S.  Broadbent. 


KERNELS   FROM    CORRESPONDENTS. 

Sex  Domination  in  the  G.N.C. 
Miss  Amy  Tate. — "  After  listening  to  the  ad- 
mirable speeches  at  the  .meeting  in  Chandos  Street 
on  April  8th,  exposing  a  condition  of  affairs  in 
the  mismanagement  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  I  voted  wholeheartedly  for  Resolution  V, 
by  which  the  meeting  pledged  itself  to  combine  for 
self-protection,  and  for  the  protection  of  such 
privileges  as  have  been  granted  to  nurses  by 
Parliament.  There  wiU  never  be  peace  until  we  are 
free  from  the  interference  and  patronage  of  the 
laity  and  of  the  second-rate  type  of  medical 
practioner  who  assume  authority  (to  which  they 
have  no  right)  over  trained  nurses.  The  sooner  the 
R.N.P.C.  gets  to  work  the  better — not  only  for 
nurses  but  the  public.  Nurses  who  do  not  possess 
any  professional  self-reliance  will  find  the  treat- 
ment they  prefer  as  members  of  the  College — ^where 
a  small  number  of  men  control  its  policy — and,  if 
I  am  not  mistaken,  are  busy  initiating  this  sex 
domination  in  the  G.N.C.  If  they  succeed  it 
means  the  degradation  of  our  profession — and 
death  to  all  our  higher  aspirations.  Those  of  us 
who  are  alive  to  this  danger  must  resist  with  all 
the  spiritual  and  physical  force  we  possess." 

An  Abominable  Cabal. 
Member  Bart.'s  League. — "  I  cannot  express  to 
you  how  disgusted  I  feel  at  the  reprehensible  con- 
duct of  the  majority  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
in  agreeing  to  remove  you  from  office,  and  that  we 
nurses  are  to  be  deprived  of  your  unique  experi- 
ence on  the  Registration  Committee,  and  nobody 
on  it  but  '  antis '  and  'indifferents '  left  to 
depreciate  our  Register.  To  my  mind  the  Certifi- 
cates will  be  of  little  value  now.  I  should  feel 
regret  at  having  '  registered '  were  it  not  for 
having  your  signature  on  my  certificate,  which  will 
always  carry  weight  the  world  over.  Personally, 
I  have  never  heard  of  any  of  the  little  clique  who 
now  run  our  Register  in  bO  far  as  they  are  per- 
mitted to  do  so  under  the  bureaucratic  method  in 
vogue  in  the  office,  nor  anyone  else  outside  their 
immediate  circle.  The  worst  thing  to  me  ib  that 
two  of  my  colleagues  on  the  Bart.'s  League  have 
taken  a 'leading  part  in  this  abominable  cabal. 
College  tactics  we  free  nurses  so  bitterly  detest." 

Scant  Civility. 

Matron. — "  Why  is  a  nurse  kept  at  the  G.N.C. 
office  an  hour-and-a-half  before  she  receives 
attention,  and  treated -with  scant  civility  at  that  ? 
Is  there  any  remedy  ?" 

[None,  we  fear,  under  existing  conditions. — Ed.] 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

April  2gth. — Give  some  practical  hints  on  the 
application  of  plaster  casts. 

May  6th. — ^When  a  child  is  in  a  state  of  apparent 
asphyxia,  describe  how  you  would  endeavour  to 
establish  regular  respiration. 

We  regret  we  are  unable  to  award  a  prize  this 
week. 
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THe   Mid^rife. 


MIDWIVES  IN  ANTIQUITY. 

In  the  course  of  a  paper  read  at  the  recent 
Nursing  and  Midwifery  Conference  at  the  Royal 
Horticultural  Hall,  Westminster,  S.W.,  Miss  Gilli- 
gan  referred,  as  follows,  to  midwives  in  antiquity : — 

Everyone  knows  that  midwives  (Shiprah  and 
Puah)  are  mentioned  in  the  Bible,  and  there  is  no 
more  familiar  incident  than  the  story  of  Moses  in 
the  bulrushes. 

But  midwives  can  authoritatively  lay  claim 
to  an  even  greater  historical  antiquity.  There 
exists  in  proof  of  this  an  Egyptian  midwifery 
primer,  which  has  been  deciphered — the  Ebers 
Papyrus  (date  1550  B.C.).  The  management 
of  normal  labour  by  the  skilled  Egyptian  midwives 
(accustomed  to  the  tedious  parturitions  of  their 
effete  patients)  is  not  considered  worth  inclusion. 
But  the  manual  contains  prescriptions  for  promot- 
ing labour,  curing  Uterine  displacements,  and, 
I  regret  to  add,  procuring  abortions. 

Throughout  classical  antiquity,  irrespective  of 
the  degree  of  intellectual  advancement,  culture, 
wealth  or  civilisation  attained,  midwifery  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  midwives. 

In  Greece,  in  400  B.C.,  when  Hippocrates,  the 
"  father  of  Medicine,"  wrote  and  flourished,  it  is 
clear  that  midwifery  was  as  separate  a  branch  as 
are  now  the  two  professions  of  surgery  and  of 
medicine.  Among  his  writings,  accounted  genuine, 
are  instructions  and  considerations  trea.ting  of 
sterility,  gestation  symptoms,  the  expulsion  of 
the  placenta  and  abortifacients. 

About  the  reign  of  Augustus,  Celus  says  that 
Roman  surgeons  were  called  in  by  women  attend- 
ants, to  deliver,  without  destruction  of  the  infants, 
by  turning. 

Before  quitting  the  subject  of  midwives  in 
antiquity,  I  must  refer  to  one  who  was  born 
the  son  of  a  midwife  in  the  year  when  Greece  was 
so  highly  cultured  that  the  plays  of  Aristophanes 
were  being  performed,  and  who  was  the  most 
influential  Athenian  citizen  at  about  the  death  of 
Pericles  ;  a  man  who  died,  at  the  decree  of  that 
much-misguided  State,  at  the  age  of  80,  possessed 
at  that  ripe  age,  of  all  faculties,  as  befitted  the 
son  of  a  midwife.  I  refer,  of  course,  to  Socrates. 
As  sons  derive  from  their  mothers,  I  like  to  think 
it  probable  that  it  was  from  her  Socrates  learnt  to 
teach  by  questioning  and  let  the  answerer  find  out 
truth  for  himself  ;  that  it  was  from  her  he  learnt 
and  taught  that  nothing  should  be  taken  for 
granted  ;  that  life  is  deceptive,  and  only  the  soul 
lives. 


THE  CHANGES  IN  MILK  UNDER 
CERTAIN  CONDITIONS. 

A  constant  reader  writes,  "  I  wonder  if  you 
could  find  room  in  your  invaluable  paper  for  two 
questions  on  the  subject  of  milk  :  (i)  What  is 
the  difference  between  ordinary  cow's  milk  and 


pasteurized  milk  after  being  kept  for  two  days  ?  (2) 
What  chemical  change  takes  place  in  burnt  milk  ? 

I  have  looked  up  numberless  articles  on  milk, 
but  have  not  yet  found  an  adequate  answer  to 
these  questions.  The  B.J.N,  has  helped  me  in 
lots  of  ways,  and  I  feel  quite  confident  that  I 
am  appealing  to  the  most  reliable  source  of 
information." 

A  medical  correspondent  kindly  contributes  the 
following  note  : — 

"  Unboiled  cow's  milk  contains  bacteria  of 
many  kinds.  Some  of  these  ferment  the  milk 
sugar,  and  produce  lactic  acid  (souring);  others 
attack  the  proteins  and  produce  putrefaction. 

It  will  therefore  be  easily  understood,  that  after 
milk  has  stood  for  two  days — in  warm  weather — 
souring,  putrefaction  and  prolifraction  of  bacteria 
will  occur. 

In  pasteurizing  milk,  all  non-spore-bearing 
organisms  are  destroyed.  Therefore,  provided  the 
milk  is  kept  in  the  vessel  in  which  it  was  pasteurized 
and  from  aerial  contamination,  there  will  be  no 
putrefaction  or  souring  at  the  end  of  two  days. 

In  burnt  milk  the  milk  sugar  is  caramelised 
and  the  proteins  become  insoluble." 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES  BOARD. 

EXAMINATION     QUESTIONS. 

The  following  is  the  Examination  Paper  set  by 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  at  its  examination 
on  April  3rd,  1922  : — 

1.  Describe  the  vagina,  its  orifice,  and  the 
perinaeum.  What  changes  do  these  undergo 
during  labour,  and  how  do  you  protect  the  perin- 
aium  from  laceration  ? 

2.  What  investigations  would  you  make  of  a 
woman  advanced  in  pregnancy  who  has  had 
previous  labours  ?  State  the  reasons  for  these 
investigations. 

3.  What  is  meant  by  the  second  stage  of  labour  ? 
What  symptoms  would  lead  you '  to  consider  it 
to  be  unduly  prolonged  ?  What  are  the  common 
causes  of  delay  ? 

4.  Describe  the  care  of  the  breasts  during  the 
lying-in  period.  What  difficulties  may  arise, 
and  how  would  you  deal  with  them  ? 

5.  What  are  the  causes  of  retention  of  urine 
during  {a)  pregnancy,  {b)  labour,  and  (c)  the  lying- 
in  period  ?  How  would  you  recognise  it  ?  What 
would  you  do  in  each  case  ? 

6.  Describe  a  case  of  inflammation  of  the 
infant's  eyelids.  What  are  the  causes,  and  how 
may  it  be  prevented  ?  What  are  the  requirements 
of  the  Board  in  such  a  case   ? 


The  Tenth  Annual  Postgraduate  Week  will 
be  held  at  the  General  Lying-in  Hospital,  York 
Road,  Lambeth,  S.E.,  May  22nd  to  26th,  inclusive. 
Further  particulars  can  be  obtained  from  Miss 
K.  V.  Coni,  Secretary  to  Post-Graduate  Week. 
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THE    DREAM   THAT    CAME    TRUE. 

It  was  all  like  a  fairy  ston'— a  true  fairy 
story.  Once  upon  a  time  a  girl  with  City  tra- 
ditions in  her  blood  entered  the  nurse-training 
school  at  St.  Barthodomew's  Hospital  in 
the  City  of  London,  which  has  seen  dose 
on  800  years  of  splendid  service  for 
humanity,  and  learnt  there  the  pride  of 
craft,  the  joy  of  comradeship,  the  happi- 
ness of  helpfulness,  and  much  more  be- 
sides. And  she  lived  for  three  years  and  up- 
wards in  the  dilapidated  group  of  houses  called 
for  politeness  sake  by  the  authorities  the 
"  Nurses'  Home  "  ;  while  if  you  spoke  to  the 
nurses  they  would  tell  you,  "  I  sleep  in  the 
horse-boxes,"  or  "  up-the-cork  screw, "  or  "in 
the  Wild  West,"  as  the  case  might  be.  They 
were  young  and  ardent,  and  made  little  account 
of  a  few  hardships.  Moreover,  have  not  Bart's 
nurses  for  the  past  forty  years  been  promised 
that  new  Home  which  is  to  be  ai  paradise  of 
convenience?  It  was  a  comforting,  if  some- 
what unsubstantial,  dream  for  succeeding 
•generations  of  nurses,  but  it  is  small  wonder 
that  the  late  Treasurer's  nights  were  disturbed 
when  he  thought  of  the  nurses  sleeping  at  the 
"  top  of  the  corkscrew,"  and  visualised  what 
would  happen  if  a  fire  broke  out  in  those 
ricketty  old  tenements.  In  due  time  our  proba- 
tioner, herself  the  daughter  of  a  Sheriff  of  the 
City  of  London,  married  one  of  its  Aldermen 
— Sir  John  Baddeley — ^who  is  this  year  Lord 
Mayor,  and  so  the  stage  was  set  for  the  next 
scene  in  the  play. 

It  was  fitting  that  when  at  last  the  house- 
breakers were  to  begin  their  work  on  the  old 
building  that  the  Lady  Mayoress  should  be 
asked  to  inaugurate  it.  And  it  was  an 
especially  happy  coincidence  that  she  should 
be  a  certificated  nurse  of  the  hospital.     So  it 


came  to  pass  that  on  Tuesday  morning  last 
there  rolled  up  to  the  hospital  that  beautiful 
array  of  old-world  coaches,  superb  horses,  and 
splendid  paraphernalia  which  Londoners  know 
and  love  so  well,  associated  with  the  Pageantry 
of  the  "  Lord  Mayor  in  State  "—Sheriff,  City 
Chamberlain,  mace-bearer  and  all  complete. 
A  star  cast,  indeed,  with  the  Lady  Mayoress 
as  the  leading  lady. 

Then  they  diescended  from  the  coaches  of 
crystal,  and  crimson,  and  gold,  and  after  being 
received  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  hospital  (Lord 
Stanmore),  the  Almoners,  members  of  the 
Medical  Staff,  Clerk  to-the  Governors,  and 
Matron,  they  disappeared,  and  after  a  space 
appeared  again  on  the  flat  roof  of  the  old  build- 
ing (surely  a  fairy  must  have  guided  the  party 
up  that  steep  ladder  to  the  roof),  where  there 
materialised  the  Lord  Mayor  in  his  robes 
of  State,  the  Lady  Mayoress  and  the  rest  of 
the  picturesque  party.  At  a  given  signal  the 
Lady  Mayoress,  with  a  handle  (which  later  the 
fairies  transformed  into"  the  pedestal  of  a 
beautiful  lamp,  delicately  decorated,  and  bear- 
ing the  arms  of  the  Cit}'  and  of  the  hospital — 
a  charming  memento  of  a  great  occasion),  gave 
the  needed  impetus  to  send  a  chimney  stack 
toppling  over  into  the  court  below.  And  so 
the  good  work  was  inaugurated,  which  a  year 
hence  we  hope  will  have  materialised  in  bricks 
and  mortar  as  the  first  wing  of  Queen  Mary's 
Home  for  St.   Bartholomew's  Nurses. 

The  first  step  towards  the  erection  of  the 
new  Home  was  taken  when  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen  laid  the  foundation  stone  of  the  new 
wing  last  spring,  the  second  is  the  beginning 
of  the  actual  work  of  demolition  by  the  Lady 
Mayoress.  Before  long,  we  may  now  reason- 
ably hope,  the  Home  which  so  many 
Bart's  nurses  have  ardently  desired  will  not 
merely  be  the  Home  of  their  dreams,  but  the 
dream  that  came  true. 
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OUR     PRIZE   COMPETITION. 


aiVE  SOME   PRACTICAL  HINTS  ON  THE  APPLICATION 
OF    PLASTER    CASTS, 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Amy  Phipps,  Council  Office, 
South  Street,  Romford. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

The  ultimate  success  of  the  application  of  a 
plaster  cast  depends  to  a  great  extent  upon 
the  skill  and  experience  of  all  those  assisting^ 
in  the  operation.  In  consequence,  special 
tuition  in  this  branch  of  work  oug-ht  always 
to  be  gfiven  in  training"  schools,  to  enable  the 
nuise  to  do  her  necessary  part  in  obtaining 
good  results. 

Some  practical  points  in  connection  with 
plaster  work  will  include  the  following  : — 

1.  The  person  in  charge  of  the  preparations 
and  operation  should  see  that  each  assistant 
knows  what  is  expected  of  her  in  detail.  This 
is  particularly  important  in  connection  with 
holding  a  limb  which  is  to  be  plastered.  The 
one  to  whom  this  duty  is  allotted  must  com- 
mence her  part  in  such  a  position  that  will 
cause  the  minimum  of  fatigue,  for  this  is 
always  an  onerous  task,  and,  as  is  well  known, 
any  movement  after  the  work  has  well  com- 
menced may  mean  that  it  is  rendered  valueless. 
She  must  hold  the  limb,  therefore,  exactly  as 
she  is  directed,  and  must  give  her  whole  atten- 
tion to  maintaining  the  same  position  as  long 
as  necessary. 

2.  Everything  needed  must  be  in  readiness 
before  the  work  is  commenced,  and  this  will 
depend,  to  a  certain  extent,  upon  the  wishes 
and  uses  of  the  pairticular  surgeon,  and  upon 
the  part  to  be  plastered.  Success  depends  to 
a  great  extent  upon  quick  and  prompt  work. 
The  things  to  be  in  readiness  will  probably  in- 
clude : — Soap  and  water,  spirit  and  powder 
and  shaving  necessities  to  prepare  the  part  ; 
cotton-wool  and  domette  bandages  (or  a 
woollen  stocking  may  be  preferred),  needle  and 
thread,  plaster  of  Paris  and  butter  muslin  or 
prepared  plaster  bandages,  plenty  of  hot  and 
cold  water,  bowls,  sheets  to  protect  floor  and 
bed  (these  are  usually  kept  for  the  purpose 
where  much  plastering  is  done),  rubber  gloves, 
vaseline,  a  sharp  scalpel  and  dissecting  forceps, 
liquid  paraffin  and  coloured  lead  pencil.  In 
addition,  if  there  is  a  wound,  a  dressing  must 
be  in  readiness,  and  exact  measurements  of 
the  part  where  a  "  window  "  is  to  be  made  for 
dressing  the  wound  must  be  recorded. 

3.  The  plaster  or  plaster  bandages  must  be 
fresh  and  perfectly  dry,  must  have  been  stored 
in   air-tight  tins,   and   must  be  handled   care- 


fully to  prevent  losing  the  plaster  of  Paris 
from  them ;  a  large  supply  should  be  close  at 
hand,  but  should  be  kept  out  of  the  actual  field 
of  operation.  After  applicatiom,  all  edges 
should  be  trimmed,  a  "  window  "  cut  if  neces- 
sary, and  all  edges  sealed  with  plaster  cream. 
The  cast  is  usually  painted  with  liquid 
paraffin  to  prevent '  soiling  and  absorption, 
especially  in  connection  with  children.  Pre- 
vious to  this,  the  whole  cast  is  rubbed  well 
with  plaster  cream  on  a  pladget  of  wool,  to 
fill  any  surface  cracks.  If  the  plaster  cast  is 
to  be  hinged  and  laced,  it  must  be  cut  through 
at  one  side  and  partly  through  on  the  other, 
and  holes  punched  for  lacing  before  it  is  com- 
pletely dry.  For  this  kind  of  cast,  house 
flannel  cut  to  shape  is  always  used. 

The  date  of  application  and  plasterer's 
initials  are  usually  written  in  coloured  lead  on 
the  completed  cast. 

4.  The  plasterer  and  assistants  will  find  it 
useful  to  vaseline  the  hands,  and,  if  desired,  to 
wear  strong  rubber  gloves.  Frequent  plaster 
work  has  a  deleterious  eff'ect  upon  the  hands, 
w^hich  is  very  undesirable. 

5.  The  cast  must  not  be  dried  near  a  fire^ 
otherwise  it  will  crack. 

An  expert  plasterer  with  good  materials  will 
often  make  a  light  cast,  yet  strong  enough  for 
almost  any  purpose,  which  will  dry  almost  as 
quickly  as  it  is  applied. 

6.  Stand  the  plaster  bandages  in  warm 
water,  on  end,  until  bubbles  cease  to  form, 
then  carefully  lift  them  out  and  hand  to  the 
plasterer;  have  the  next  always  ready  imme- 
diately when  needed.  The  powder  must  be  free 
from  lumps. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honourable 
mention  : — Miss  P.  James,  Miss  J.  Evans, 
Miss  Mary  O'Brien,  Miss  F.  Anderson. 

Miss  P.  James  writes:  "Although  the  ap- 
plication of  plaster  of  Paris  is  a  simple  matter, 
easily  performed,  various  contretemps  may 
occur  if  care  is  not  exercised.  The  plaster 
bandages  may  have  been  soaked  too  long  and 
become  hard  and  useless;  they  may  not  have 
been  soaked  long  enough,  in  which  case  the 
plaster  is  liable  to  fall  out.  If  the  crinoline 
of  which  the  bandages  are  made  is  not  careh 
fully  selected,  it  may  not  '  take  '  the  plaster. 
Furthermore,  the  probationer,  if  not  warned, 
may  put  the  unused  '  cream  '  down  the  sink, 
and  so  plug  the  pipes. ' ' 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

When  a  child  is  in  a  state  of  apparent 
asphyxia,  describe  how  youi  would  endeavour 
to  establish  regular  respiration. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


We  hope  many  members  of  the  Registered 
Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council  will  make  a 
p>oint  of  attending-  the  meetings  on  .Saturday, 
April  29th,  at  431,  Oxford  Street,  W.,  as  very 
interesting-  and  important  business  will  be 
under  discussion.  An  amended  and  extended 
Constitution  will  be  considered,  and  the 
foundation  laid,  we  hope,  of  a  strong-,  uplifting 
Council,  inspired  with  high  ethical  standards, 
to  secure  in  the  future  freedom  of  action  and 
conscience  for  Registered  Nurses. 


The  Twenty-second  Annual  Meeting,  and 
the  Fourteenth  Annual  Dinner,  of  the  Guy's 
Hospital  Nurses'  League  is  to  be  held  in  the 
Nurses'  Home  on  Friday,  May  5th.  Dinner 
will  be  at  7  o'clock,  and  the  Annual  Meeting 
at  8  o'clock.  Competitive  Exhibitions  of 
Photographs  and  Needlework  will  be  held  as 
usuail,  and  they  add  much  to  the  interest  of 
the  Annual  Meeting.  Prizes  have  been  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  judges,  and  awards  will 
be  made  in  the  different  Classes  should  entries 
be  sufficient.  Tickets  for  the  Dinner,  at  the 
incredibly  low  price  of  is.  each,  may  be  ob- 
tained by  members  of  the  League  from  the 
Hon.  Secretary,  and  applications  should  be 
made  to  her,  at  the  Matron's  Office  at  the 
Hospital,  not  later  than  Wednesday,  May  3rd. 

The  Dinner  of  the  Guy's  League  is  such  a 
pleasant  and  friendly  function  that  we  are 
impeiHted  to  wonder  why  it  holds  the  field  in 
thiis  respect.  So  far  as  we  know,  no  other 
League  has  an  annual  dinner,  yet  the  Guy's 
League  has,  for  fourteen  years,  afforded  an 
admirable  object  lesson. 


"  Our  Daughters'  Future,"  discussed  in  the 
Times,  has  shown  that  Nursing  as  a  Pro- 
fession does  not  count.  We  quote  "  An  Old 
Bart's  Woman  "  : — 

"  As  an  old  and  constant  reader  of  The  Times, 
and  as  a  woman  worker,  I  have  been  keenly- 
interested  in  the  correspondence  respecting  em- 
ployment for  girls.  I  notice  that  so  far  there 
has  been  no  mention  of  nursing  as  a  means  of 
livelihood  for  educated  women.  This  does  not 
surprise  me.  Although  I  have  been  actively 
occupied  in  hospital  work, for  the  last  20  years, 
having  been  trained  in  the  oldest  London  hospital, 
and  having  held  various  important  posts  in  both 
London  and  provincial  hospitals,  I  do  not  con- 
sider it  suitable  work  for  those  young  women 
who  are  well  educated  and  wish  to  make  a  living 
wage.  The  reforming  and  physical  energy  in- 
volved is  very  great ;  the  life  is  one  of  constant 
hardship  and  very  harrowing,  and  the  pecuniary 
return  almost  nil. 


"  This,  of  course,  applies  to  what  may  be  called 
the  painful  process  of  climbing  to  the  top.  Once 
there  the  line  of  vision  changes  at  once,  and  the 
Matron's  post  is  one  of  constant  interest  and  full 
of  scope  ;  but  it  takes  years  to  arrive.  As  a 
Matron  one  finds  more  and  more,  as  years  go  on, 
that  girls  fight  shy  of  nursing  as  a  profession, 
and,  alas  !  it  is  rapidly  falling  into  the  hands  of  a 
great  majority  made  up  of  much  poorer  material, 
both  socially  and  physically.  It  gives  us  pause, 
for  these  women  will  eventually  be  the  heads  of  a 
vast  number  of  women  occupied  through  various 
sources  in  nursing.  Will  they,  being  of  a  class 
who  hesitate  not  to  attain  a  proper  remuneration 
for  their  services,  arrive  at  the  really  living  wage 
which  would  have  changed  the  nursing  profession 
so  greatly  at  this  difficult  period  of  living  ? 

"  There  is  no  question,  and  never  has  been, 
as  to  the  best  being  qualified  to  be  in  charge 
of  hospitals  and  kindred  institutions,  and  it 
is  a  thousand  pities  that  the  allurement  of  these 
posts  is  weak  with  so  many  daughters." 


Very  heartfelt  indeed  is  the  regret  every- 
where expressed  amongst  the  inhabitants  of 
Mallow  at  the  departure  from  amongst  them 
of  Miss  Gillespie,  who  for  nearly  a  quarter  of 
a  century  as  Jubilee  nurse  under  the  Mallow 
District  Nursing  Association  has  rendered  such 
splendid  service  to  the  sick  poor  of  the  town, 
by  whom  she  has  been  regarded  with  a  warmth 
of  affection  which  could  not  be  expressed  in 
words,  and  by  whom  she  will  long  be  remem- 
bered for  her  kindly  interest  in  their  welfare 
at  all  times,  especially  during  times  of  sickness 
and  trouble.  How  assiduously  she  has  carried 
out  her  duties  may  be  judged  from  the  fact 
that  the  executive  committee  of  the  District 
Nursing  Association  has  heard  of  her  resigna- 
tion with  profound  regret,  and,  as  showing 
their  appreciation  of  the  noble  work  she  has 
done  in  the  homes  of  the  poor  when  sickness 
and  suffering  and  trouble  called  for  her  minis- 
trations, the  people  of  Mallow  have  decided  to 
present  her  with  a  testimonial  which  would  be 
worthy  of  the  town  and  worthy  of  Nurse  Gil- 
lespie and  the  cause  to  which  she  has  devoted 
her  life.  It  is  not,  therefore,  surprising  to 
hear  that  the  fund  is  being  subscribed  to 
generously  and  promptly.  Mr.  William 
O'Brien,  writing  to  the  Testimonial  Com- 
mittee, said  :  "  Her  departure  will  be  nothing 
short  of  a  calamity  for  the  poor  of  Mallow. 
In  any  other  department  of  public  service  her 
labours  for  the  sick  and  suffering  for  more 
than  ai  quarter  of  a  century-  would  be  rewarded 
with  a  generous  pension. ' ' 

It  must  indeed  be  a  great  joy  to  Miss 
Gillespie  to  find  how  her  devotion  to  duty  is 
appreciated. 


264 


XTbe  »rtti0b  3ournal  of  IRursino. 


April  29,    1922 


BART.'S  NURSES  AT  THE  MANSION 
HOUSE. 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF 
NURSES. 


Trained  nurses  have,  on  various  occasions, 
received  the  hospitahty  of  the  Mansion  House  of 
the  City  of  London.  During  Sir  George  Wyatt 
Truscott's  year  of  office,  the  late  Lady  Truscott 
entertained  the  International  Council  of  Nurses 
in  the  genial  and  delightful  way  which  endeared 
her  to  so  many  people,  and  on  several  occasions 
before  the  war.  Territorial  nurses,  with  their  spurs 
yet  to  win,  spent  several  most  enjoyable  evenings 
there.  But  the  party  given  by  Lady  Baddeley, 
the  present  Lady  Mayoress,  on  April  22nd,  was  a 
particularly  friendly  happy  gathering,  for,  on  her 
invitation,  past  and  present  nurses  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital  foregathered  there,  and  there  is 
probably  no  stronger  bond  than  that  which  unites 
the  nurses  of  the  same  Training  School.  Moreover, 
Bart.'s  nurses  are  pleased  and  proud  that  one  of 
their  number  should  be  reigning  at  the  Mansion 
House,  and  greatly  appreciated  her  invitation  to 
be  her  guests  there. 

The  League  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  now 
numbers  over  1,000  certificated  nurses  of  the  Hos- 
pital, and  though  many  are  abroad  over  700  invi- 
tations were  issued,  and  a  large  majority  of  those 
invited  accepted  the  invitation. 

The  guests  included  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  Miss 
Annie  Mcintosh,  Matron  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  Miss  Beadsmore  Smith,  Matron-in-Chief 
of  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing 
Service,  Miss  H.  L.  Pearse,  Superintendent  of  School 
Nurses  under  the  London  County  Council,  Miss 
Beatrice  Cutler,  late  Assistant  Matron,  Miss  H.  T. 
Baines,  now  Assistant  Matron,  and  many  dis- 
tinguished pupils  of  the  School.  They  were  received 
by  the  Lady  Mayoress,  who  was  accompanied  by 
the  wives  of  the  Sheriffs,  Mrs.  de  Courcy  Moore  and 
Mrs.  Mills  McKay,  in  the  State  Drawing-Rooms, 
and  tea  was  served  in  the  Egyptian  Hall,  laid  on 
tables  attractive  with  dainty  linen  and  beautiful 
flowers,  at  which  groups  of  friends  foregathered, 
enjoyed  the  rare  intercourse  so  much  prized  by 
busy  people,  and  admired  the  gold  plate  for  which 
the  Mansion  House  is  famous. 

The  delightful  music  was  also  greatly  enjoyed, 
and  it  may  be  that  the  cold  and  blustering  weather 
outside  made  the  genial  atmosphere,  the  brightness 
of  the  beautiful  crystal  chandeliers,  the  interest  of 
the  historic  centre  of  the  life  of  the  City  of  London 
all  the  more  attractive.  At  any  rate  Lady  Bad- 
deley's  guests  one  and  all  thoroughly  enjoyed 
themselves. 

It  was  an  added  interest  that  the  plans  of  the 
new  Nurses'  Home  at  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital 
were  exhibited  and  explained  by  the  architect, 
Mr.  H.  E.  Mathews,  a  brother  of  the  Lady  Mayoress, 
and  one  wondered  how  much  the  many  convenient 
arrangements  owed  their  inclusion  to  suggestions 
from  the  Lady  Mayoress,  who  knows  by  pei'sonal 
experience  how  much  they  will  add  to  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  the  nursing  staff. 


It  has  been  decided  that  the  Delegates  of 
our  National  Council  of  Nurses,  tog^ether  with 
Miss  J.  C.  Child,  Delegfate  of  the  South 
African  Trained  Nurses'  Association,  will 
leave  London  on  Thursday,  May  i8th,  and 
travel  viai  Harwich!  and  Esbjergf  to  Copen- 
hagen, where  they  hope  to  arrive  on  Saturday, 
May  20th,  in  time  to  present  their  ofhcial 
Papers  to  the  President  of  the  Danish  Council 
of  Nurses,  before  the  opening  of  the  Executive 
Meetings  of  the  International  Council  to  be 
held  on  May  22nd,  23rd,  and  24th. 

All  five  ladies  will  be  the  guests  of  the 
Danish  Council  of  Nurses  for  the  three  days' 
Conference.  During  the  Meetings  there  will 
be  delightful  social  functions  :  Luncheon  and 
a  Formal  Reception  on  May  22nd  ;  Luncheon 
and  Banquet  on  May  23rd;  and  Luncheon  on 
the  24th.  The  Delegates  will  have  special 
facilities  for  seeing  the  leading  hospitals  and 
scientific  work  in  Copenhagen,  and  after  the 
Meetings  will  no  doubt  take  the  opportunity 
of  visiting  the  numerous  interesting  places  in 
the  neighbourhood,  of  which  there  are  many 
of  historic  interest  and  great  beauty. 


Miss  L.  L.  Dock,  whose  resignation  as  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  I.  C.  N.  is  so  deeply  deplored, 
regrets  that  Canada  and  New  Zealand  will 
not  be  represented  at  Copenhagen.  Mrs. 
Henny  Tscherning's  resignation  as  President 
wall  also  be  regretted,  as  during  her  term  of 
office  the  war  interfered  with  the  InternationaJ 
Nursing  Congress  anticipated  to  be  held  in 
Denmark.  A  well-known  American  leader  of 
Nursing,  widely  travelled  in  Europe  and 
universally  beloved,  will,  we  hope,  stand  for 
election  as  President.  Should  she  consent, 
nurses  East  and  West  will  rejoice.  An  Inter- 
national Council  of  Nurses  is  unthinkable  with- 
out an  American  Hon.  Officer.  To  be  asso- 
ciated with  free  American  Nursing  organiza- 
tions is  aU-important  to  European  nurses,  so 
that  we  may  have  courage  to  follow  in  their 
footsteps  and  shed  the  miserable  servitude 
under  which  our  profession  is  at  present 
degraded. 


Miss  S.  Strahan  asks  us  to  explain  that  in  our 
report  of  the  meeting  convened  by  the  Registered 
Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council,  held  at  11,  Chandos 
Street,  on  April  8th,  the  remark  attributed  to  her 
was  really  the  answer  to  a  question  put  by  her. 
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GENERAL  NURSING  COUNCIL  FOR 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


The  twenty-third  meeting  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales  was  held  at  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  Whitehall,  on  Friday,  April 
2 1  St.  In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
Council,  Dr.  Goodall  proposed  that  the  Rev.  G.  B. 
Cronshaw  take  the  chair, 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  considered  that  the 
chair  of  the  Nursing  Council  should  be  taken  by 
a  Registered  Nurse.  She  proposed  that  Miss  Lloyd 
StiU  take  the  chair.  Miss  Lloyd  Still  declined,  and 
seconded  Dr.  Goodall's  proposal.  The  chair  was 
then  taken  by  the  Rev.  G.  B.  Cronshaw. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  submitted 
for  approval. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  drew  attention  to  the 
omission  from  the  minutes  of  any  record  of  the 
savage  anonymous  attack  made  by  the  Chairman 
upon  a  member  of  the  Council  who  was  allowed  no 
right  of  reply.  Why  had  this  been  omitted  by  the 
Registrar  ? 

The  Chairman  suggested  the  matter  might  be 
deferred  until  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  was 
present.  Mrs.  Fenwick  considered  business  should 
be  dealt  with  as  it  arose. 

It  was  agreed,  upon  the  proposal  of  Miss  Cox- 
Davies,  that  a  reply  to  this  question  should  be 
deferred  until  the  Chairman  returned. 

Correspondence. 

The  correspondence  included  : — 

The  Use  of  the  Letters  R.N. 

1.  A  letter  from  the  Admiralty  in  reply  to  one 
from  the  General  Nursing  Council  as  to  the  use  of 
the  letters  R.N.  on  the  shoulder  straps  of  the 
Registered  Nurses'  uniform,  stating  the  opinion 
of  the  Lords  Commissioners  that  the  use  of  the 
letters  R.N.  would  be  misinterpreted,  and  they 
would  be  glad  if  the  General  Nursing  Council  could 
see  its  way  to  adopt  some  other  letters. 

Referred  to  the  Registration  Committee. 

Amended  Rules. 

2.  Letters  from  Mr.  L.  G.  Brock,  on  behalf  of  the 
Minister  of  Health — 

Stating  that  the  Minister  had  approved  Forms 
I A  and  IB  to  Second  Schedule  as  submitted. 
Stating  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  Minister  Rule  8 
was  not  free  from  ambiguity. 

Also  in  reference  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Council  that  when  a  nurse  is  still  in  the  service  of 
the  Institution  where  she  was  trained  the  reference 
of  the  Matron  shall  be  sufficient,  the  Minister  was 
prepared  to  accept  the  testimony  of  the  Matron 
as  to  professional  efficiency,  but  was  of  opinion 
that  another  name  should  be  given  as  a  referee  as 
to  character. 

Approving  Rule  9  i  (a)  as  submitted  by  the 
Council  after  its  last  meeting  in  substitution  for 
that  approved  on  February  3rd. 

Also  the  addition  to  Rule  11  (i)  dealing  with 
conjoint  training. 


Also  agreeing  to  the  request  of  the  Council  that 
the  Minister  defer  action  with  regard  to  the 
Prescribed  Scheme  for  the  Constitution  of  the 
Council  submitted  on  February  20th  until  the 
system  of  voting  is  considered  and  embodied  in 
the  scheme. 

Registration    in    the    Crown    Colonies. 

3.  A  letter  from  the  Colonial  Office  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  Secretary  Churchill,  stating  that  he  had 
asked  to  be  informed  as  to  legislation  providing  for 
the  registration  of  Nurses  in  Canada,  Newfound- 
land, the  Australian  States,  New  Zealand  and 
South  Africa,  and  to  be  supplied  with  copies  of 
any  legislation  in  force.    , 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  the  letter 
agreed  at  the  last  meeting  to  be  addressed  to 
the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  was  not  in  reference 
to  legislation  in  the  self-governing  Dominions, 
but  that  some  legislation  should  be  introduced  by 
the  Colonial  Office  for  the  registration  of  nurses  in 
the  Crown  Colonies. 

It  was  agreed  to  ask  for  further  information  re 
the  Crown  Colonies. 

Protest  from  the  Central  Committee  for  the 
State  Registration   of  Nurses. 

4.  A  letter  from  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  Central  Committee  for  the  State 
Registration  of  Nurses  enclosing  copies  of  Resolu- 
tions carried  unanimously  at  a  meeting  of  that 
Committee  held  in  London  on  April  ist.  (Copies 
of  these  Resolutions  appeared  in  our  issue  of 
April  8th). 

On   Behalf   of   the   Professional   Union    of 
Trained  Nurses. 

5.  A  letter  addressed  to  the  Minister  of 
Health  and  the  Chairman  .pf  the  General  Nursing 
Council : — 

Dear  Sir,— At  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of 
the  Professional  Union  of  Trained  Nurses,  which 
was  duly  convened  on  March  31st,  1922,  the  follow- 
ing letter  was  put  before  the  members  by  the 
President.  The  Officers  of  the  Union  were 
instructed  to  sign  and  forward  it  on  behalf  of  the 
members  to  the  Minister  of  Health  and  the  Chair- 
man of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales. 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  W.  Paul,  Chairman. 

Sir, — ^We,  the  undersigned,  desire  to  offer  a 
very  strong  protest  on  behalf  of  the  Hon.  Secretary 
of  this  Union — Miss  Maude  MacCallum — ^for  the 
way  in  which  she  has  been  treated  by  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  of  which  she  is  a  member.  We 
are  not  deceived  by  the  reason  given  by  Miss 
Coulton  for  moving  a  Resolution,  substituting  a 
a  new  rule  for  Rule  43  (2),  by  which  all  Standing 
Committees  (other  than  the  Standing  Committee 
of  the  whole  Council)  should  go  out  of  office,  and 
new  Committees  be  appointed.  The  result  of  the 
subsequent  election  to  those  Committees  is 
abundant  proof  that  the  true  reason  was  to  deprive 
the  minority,  who  are  opposed  to  the  policy  of  the 
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majority,  of  office.  Our  Hon.  Secretary — whose 
unselfish  and  disinterested  labours  on  behalf  of 
the  Nursing  Profession  are  valued  by  us — has 
been  removed  from  the  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee by  this  exceedingly  mean  method.  We 
consider  it  a  direct  insult,  and  resent  it  as  such. 
The  Rules  were  only  made  and  put  into  book 
form  four  months  ago,  and  nurses  have  pur- 
chased them  for  their  guidance. 

We  desire  to  inform  you,  Sir,  that  we  are  so 
disgusted  and  disappointed  with  the  recent  actions 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council,  that  we  have  lost 
all  confidence  in  it  as  a  whole.  Six  members  only 
have  won  our  confidence  and  respect,  and  among 
them  is  Miss  Maude  MacCallum. 
We  beg  to  remain,  Sir, 

Yours   faithfully, 
(Signed)     Beatrice  Kent,  President. 

WiNiFREDE  Paul,  Chairman. 

L.  A.  Parsons,  Treasurer. 

M.  M.  O'DwYER,  Trustee. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  asked  the  number  of 
members  of  this  Union. 

Miss  MacCallum  declined  to  give  it.  She 
did  not  consider  it  a  question  in  which  the  members 
of  the  Council  had  any  right  to  interfere.  They 
were  all  subscribing  members. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  considered  it  a  relevant 
question. 

Lady  Hobhouse  said  this  was  the  second  time 
that  the  size  of  a  body  sending  letters  to  the 
Council  had  been  asked  for  and  no  reply  had  been 
given.  The  Council  was  ready  to  receive  com- 
munications from  authenticated  bodies,  but  she 
thought  that  to  consider  letters  from  bodies  the 
membership  of  which  was  not  known  was  waste  of 
time. 

Necessity    for    Fever    Nursing    Expert    on 
Education  Committee. 

6.  A  letter  from  Miss  Ambler  Jones,  Matron  of 
the  South-Eastern  Fever  Hospital  (Metropolitan 
Asylums  Board),  enclosing  the  copy  of  an  influenti- 
ally  signed  letter  sent  to  the  Minister  of  Health 
relative  to  the  elimination  of  Miss  Villiers,  the  only 
Fever  Nursing  Expert,  from  the  Education  and 
Examination  Committee  of  the  Council. 

(This  letter  was  printed  in  our  issue  of  April 
15th.) 

Training  in  Prisons. 

7.  A  letter  from  the  Home  Office  giving  particu- 
lars as  to  the  training  and  experience  of  the  Prison 
Nursing  Staff,  on  behalf  of  the  Prison  Com- 
missioners, and  enquiring  whether  these  would 
render  them  eligible  for  registration  as  Existing 
Nurses. 

Also  stating  that  the  Male  Hospital  Staff  in 
Prisons  were  mostly  ex-R.A.M.C.  men  or  ex- 
members  of  the  Sick  Berth  Staff  of  the  Royal  Navy, 
and  further  stating  that  the  Prison  Commissioners 
would  be  glad  to  know  whether  the  Council  would 
recognise  the  hospital  at  Parkhurst  Prison  as 
a  training  school  for  male  nurses. 

Referred   to   the   Registration   Committee. 


Weekly  Return  Required  by  Minister  of 
Health. 

8.  A  letter  from  Mr.  L.  G.  Brock  asking  for  a 
weekly  statement  to  be  sent  to  the  Minister  of 
Health  as  to  applications  for  Registration. 

College    of    Nursing   and    Second-Hand 
Entrants. 

9.  A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.,  stating  that  she  was  directed  bv 
the  Council  of  the  College  to  apply  for  recognition 
under  Rule  qa,  forwarding  a  copy  of  its  Register 
for  191 6- 1 92 1,  and  stating  that  the  Register  for 
1922  would  be  published  shortly.  Also  that  all 
information  as  to  members  of  the  College  would 
be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  Registrar  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council. 

Referred   to   the   Registration   Committee. 

Protest  from  Nurses'  Organisations. 

10.  A  letter  from  Councillor  Beatrice  Kent, 
President  of  the  Registered  Nurses'  Parliamentary 
Council,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  Resolutions 
carried  unanimously  at  a  meeting  convened  by 
that  Council,  supported  by  members  of  other 
Nurses'  organizations  affiliated  to  the  Central 
Committee  for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses, 
held  at  11,  Chandos  Street,  Cavendish  Square, 
London,  W.,  on  April  8th. 

These  Resolutions  appeared  in  our  issue  of 
April    15th   last. 

Resolution  i  recorded  warm  approval  of  the 
policy  of  the  six  nurses'  representatives  on  the 
Council  and  expressed  strong  disapproval  of  the 
unconstitutional  methods  by  which  the  majority 
of  the  Council  had  agreed  to  deprive  these  members 
of  office  on  the  Standing  Committees. 

Resolution  2  expressed  indignation  at  the  threat, 
of  the  Minister  of  Health  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  March  22nd,  that  if  the  new  Rules  were  not 
agreed  he  would  move  the  repeal  of  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Act,  and  respectfully  informing  the 
Minister  that  the  Societies  of  Free  Nurses  would 
resist  any  such  attempt  by  every  means  in  their 
power. 

Resolution  3  protested  against  a  medical  man 
being  placed  in  the  Chair  of  the  Registration 
Committee  and  signing  the  Certificates  instead  of 
a  nurse  member  of  the  Council,  and  against  a  lay 
woman  assumuag  the  important  position  of  Chair- 
man of  the  General  Purposes  Committee,  thus 
depriving  the  Nursing  Profession  of  its  rightful 
responsibility  and  authority  in  its  own  Goverxi- 
ing  Body. 

Resolution  4  announced  the  determination  of 
the  Free  Nurses  organisations  to  invite  the  Regis- 
tered Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council  to  include  in 
its  constitution  the  object  of  working  for  a  General 
Nursing  Council  composed  of  Registered  Nurses  ; 
and 

Resolution  5  pledged  the  members  of  the  Free 
Nurses'  organisations  to  combine  for  self -protection 
and  for  the  protection  of  the  privileges  granted 
them  by  Parliament  under  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Act,  including  the  establishment  of  a  Nursing 
Council  composed  of  Registered  Nurses. 
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Miss  Seymour  Yapp  said  that  certificates  were 
signed  by  the  Registrar,  who  was  an  ex-Matron. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  the  Registrar 
was  not  a  member  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales.  She  signed  certificates  as 
the  head  official  of  its  Secretarial  Department, 
not  as  a  trained  nurse. 

Resignations  from  Committees  from  which 
Members  have  been  Ejected  by  Uncon- 
stitutional Methods  by  the  Majority 
of  the  Council. 

II .  A  letter  from  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  enclos- 
ing on  behalf  of  the  signatories  the  following  letter 
from  six  members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council : 

To   the   Chairman   of   the   General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales. 

Sir, — We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales, 
most  strongly  deprecate  the  methods  whereby 
the  personnel  of  the  Standing  Committees  has  been 
changed,  as  we  consider  it  entirely  unconstitu- 
tional that  the  business  of  the  Council  should  be 
considered  and  arranged  by  a  Section  of  the 
Council  outside  the  Council  Chamber. 

We,  the  undersigned,  therefore  decline  to 
accept  office  on  any  Standing  Committee  from 
which  one  or  more  of  our  number  have  been 
excluded,  under  the  new  Rule  43  (2),  i.e.,  from  the 
Registration  Committee,  the  Education  Committee, 
and  the  General  Purposes  Committee,  and,  as  we 
do  not  desire  to  impede  the  conduct  of  business 
of  the  Committees  by  non-attendance,  we 
hereby  resign  from  the  said  Committees  as 
follows  : — 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  from  the  Education 
Committee,  owing  to  the  exclusion  of  Miss  Villiers. 

Miss  Alice  Cattell  and  Mr.  Christian  from 
the  Registration  Committee,  owing  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick. 
^  Miss  Villiers  from  the  General  Purposes 
Committee,  owing  to  the  exclusion  of  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  and  Miss  MacCallum. 

We  also  decline  to  accept  nomination  to  fill 
any  vacancy  occasioned  by  such  resignations. 

Ethel  G.  Fenwick. 
Susan  A.  Villiers. 
Isabel  Macdonald. 
Alice  Cattell. 
Tom  Christian. 
Maude  MacCallum. 

Dr.  Good  all  moved  that  the  resignations  be 
accepted,  and  that  the  vacancies  be  filled  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council.  This  was  seconded 
by  Miss  Cox  Davies,  and  carried. 

Report  of  the  Education  and  Examination 
Committee. 

Miss  Lloyd  Still,  Chairman  of  the  Education 
and  Examination  Committee,  then  moved  that  its 
Report  which  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Council, 
and  was  as  follows,  be  received  : — 


The  Committee  met  on  March  i6th,  23rd,  30th, 
and  on  April  6th. 

1.  To  report  that  Miss  Lloyd  StiU  has  been  re- 
appointed Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

2.  To  report  that  the  Committee  received  a 
deputation  from  the  Society  of  Superintendents  of 
Tuberculosis  Institutions  on  March  i6th,  which  was 
of  opinion  that  a  curriculum  should  be  drawn  up 
for  special  training  on  Tuberculosis  and  that  nurses 
from  those  special  Institutions  which  undertook  to 
give  systematic  training  and  lectures  should  be 
allowed  some  reduction  in  their  time  of  general 
training. 

The  deputation  was  asked  if  the  Society  would 
submit  a  scheme  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Council  on  the  understanding  that  the  training 
received  would  conform  so  far  as  it  went,  to  that 
laid  down  in  the  Syllabus. 

3.  To  report  that  the  conditions  required  by 
the  General  Nursing  Council  with  regard  to  Poor 
Law  Hospitals  to  be  recognised  as  Training  Schools 
for  nurses  had  been  reconsidered.  The  Com- 
mittee had  been  in  consultation  with  experts  from 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  asks  the  Council's  per- 
mission to  reconsider  the  whole  of  the  previous 
report. 

4.  To  recommend  that  the  preliminary  List  of 
Hospitals  appended  be  approved  by  the  Council 
as  Training  Schools. 

5.  To  report  that  the  Education  and  Examina- 
tion Committee  sees  no  objection  to  the  proposal 
to  be  put  forward  bj'^  the  Mental  Nursing  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Report  was  agreed. 

Preliminary  List  of  Approved  Hospitals. 

London. — Charing  Cross  Hosp.,  Guy's  Hosp., 
Great  Northern  Central  Hosp.,  Hampstead  General 
and  N.W.  London  Hosp.,  King's  College  Hosp., 
London  Temperance  Hosp.,  London  Homoeopathic 
Hosp.,  London  Hosp.,  Metropolitan  Hosp.,  Middlesex 
Hosp.,  Miller  General  Hosp.  (Greenwich),  Prince  of 
Wales  General  Hosp.,  Poplar  Hosp.,  Queen  Mary's 
Kosp.  (Stratford),  Royal  Free  Hosp.,  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hosp.,  St.  George's  Hosp.,  St.  Mary's  Hosp.,  St. 
Thomas'  Hosp.,  University  College  Hosp.,  Westminster 
Hosp.,   West  London  Hosp.   (Hammersmith). 

Provinces. — Ashton-under-Lyne  Dist.  Inf. ;  Barrow- 
in-Furness,  North  Lonsdale  Hosp. ;  Bath,  Royal  United 
Hosp.;  Birkenhead,  Borough  Hosp.;  Birmingham, 
General  Hosp. ;  Birmingham,  Queen's  Hosp. ;  Bolton 
Inf.  ;  Bootle  Borough  Hosp. ;  Bournemouth,  Royal 
Victoria  and  West  Hants  Hosp. ;  Bradford  Royal  Inf. ; 
Brighton,  Royal  Sussex  County  Hosp.  ;  Bristol, 
General  Hosp.  ;  Bristol,  Royal  Inf.  ;  Burnley,  Victoria 
Hosp. ;  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  West  Suffolk  General 
Hosp. ;  Cambridge,  Addenbrooke's  Hosp.  ;  Canter- 
bury, Kent  and  Canterbury  Hosp.  ;  Cardiff,  King 
Edward  VII's  Hosp.  ;  Cheltenham,  General  Hosp.  ; 
Chester,  Royal  Inf.  ;  Chesterfield  and  North  Derby- 
shire Hosp.  ;  Chichester,  Royal  West  Sussex  Hosp.  ; 
Colchester,  Essex  County  Hosp.  ;  Coventry  and 
Warwickshire  Hosp.  ;  Croydon,  General  Hosp.  ; 
Darlington  Hosp. ;  Derby,  Derbyshire  Royal  Inf.  ; 
Exeter,  Royal  Devon  and  Exeter  Hosp.  ;  Gloucester, 
Gloucestershire  Royal  Inf.  ;  Guildford,  Royal  Surrey 
County  Hosp.  ;  HaUfax,  Royal  Inf.  ;  Hemel  Hemp- 
stead, West  Herts  Hosp. ;  Hereford,  Herefordshire 
General    Hosp. ;     Huddersfield,    Royal    Inf. ;     Hull, 
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Royal  Iiif.  ;  Ipswich  East  Suffolk  and  Ipswich  Hosp.  ; 
Leamington  Spa,  Warneford  General  Hosp.  ;  Leeds, 
General  Inf.  ;  Leicester,  Royal  Inf.  ;  Lincoln,  County 
Hosp.  ;  Liverpool,  David  Lewis  Northern  Hosp.  ; 
Liverpool,  Royal  Inf. ;  Liverpool,  Royal  Southern 
Hosp.  ;  Liverpool,  Stanley  Hosp.  ;  Manchester, 
Ancoats  Hosp.  ;  Manchester,  Royal  Inf.  ;  Mansfield 
and  District  Hosp.  ;  Middlesbrough,  North  Ormsby 
Hosp.  ;  Middlesbrough,  North  Riding  Inf.  ;  New- 
castle-on-Tyne,  Royal  Victoria  Hosp.  ;  Newport, 
Royal  Gwent  Hosp.  ;  Northampton,  General  Hosp.  ; 
Norwich,  Norfolk  and  Norwich  General  Hosp.  ; 
Nottingham,  General  Hosp.  ;  Oldham,  Royal  Inf.  ; 
Oxford,  Radcliffe  Inf.  and  County  Hosp.  ;  Peasley 
Cross  St.  Helen's  Hosp.  ;  Plymouth,  South  Devon  and 
East  Cornwall  Hosp.  ;  Portsmouth,  Royal  Portsmouth, 
Portsea  and  Gosport  Hosp.  ;'  Preston  and  County  of 
Lancashire,  Queen  Victoria  Royal  Inf.  ;  Reading, 
Royal  Berkshire  Hosp.  ;  Rochester,  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hosp.  ;  Salisbury,  General  Inf.  ;  Sheffield,  Royal 
Hosp.  ;  Sheffield,  Royal  Inf.  ;  Southampton,  Royal 
South  Hants  and  Southampton  Hosp.  ;  Shrewsbury, 
Royal  Salop  Inf. ;  Stafford,  Staffordshire  General  Inf.  ; 
Stockport  Inf.  ;  Stoke-on-Trent,  North  Stafiord.shire 
Inf.  ;  .Sunderland,  Royal  Inf.  ;  Swansea,  General  and 
Eye  Hosp.  ;  Taunton,  Taunton  and  Somerset  Hosp.  ; 
Torquay,  Torbay  Hosp.  ;  Wakefield,  Clayton  and 
Wakefield  General  Disp.  ;  Walsall  and  District  Hosp.  ; 
Warrington  Inf.  ;  West  Bromwich  and  District  Hosp.  ; 
Weymouth,  Princess  Christian  Hosp.  ;  Wigan,  Royal 
Albert  Edward  Inf.  ;  Winchester,  Royal  Hampshire 
County  Hosp.  ;  Worcester,  General  Inf.  ;  York, 
County  Hosp. 

Report  of  the  Registration  Committee. 

The  Report  of  the  Registration  Committee  was 
presented  by  the  Chairman,  Dr.  E.  W.  Goodall, 
as  follows,  who  moved  that  it  be  received  : — 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  the 
Committee  has  met  twice — on  March  24th  and 
April  7th. 

1.  The  Committee  has  to  report  that  it  has 
elected  Dr.  Goodall  as  its  Chairman. 

2.  Application  of  the  League  of  Royal  Free 
Hospital  Nurses  to  be  recognised  under  Rule  g\ 
as  an  organised  body  of  nurses. 

This  application  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
by  the  Council.  The  Committee  has  made  enquiry 
concerning  the  League  and  has  ascertained  that 
it  was  founded  in  1910.  At  the  present  time  it  has 
a  membership  of  178.  The  qualification  for  mem- 
bership is  the  possession  of  the  certificate  of  the 
Royal  Free  Hospital  that  the  member  has  under- 
gone a  training  of  at  least  three  years  in  the 
Hospital.  References  as  to  character  are  required 
in  respect  of  those  applicants  who  have  left  the 
hospital.  Members  are  required  to  pay  an  annual 
subscription.  The  objects  of  the  League,  as  set 
forth  in  the  articles  of  its  constitution,  are  by 
union  to  encourage  the  members  to  maintain  a 
high  standard  of  work  and  conduct ;  to  afford 
mutual  help  and  social  intercourse  ;  to  further 
as  far  as  possible  the  professional  interests  of 
nurses  ;  to  establish  a  benevolent  fund  to  assist 
by  grants  or  loans  such  members  as  may,  by 
ill-health  or  other  misfortune,  be  in  temporary 
difficulties.  The  affairs  of  the  League  are  mana- 
ged by  an  Executive  Committee  chosen  from  its 
members  by  postal  ballot. 


The  Committee  recommends  : 

(a)  That  the  League  of  Royal  Free  Hospital 
Nurses  be  recognised  by  the  Council  under 
Rule  9\  as  an  organised  body  of  nurses. 

3.  In  connection  with  the  application  of  nurses 
for  registration  under  the  latter  portion  of  Rule  g\ 
it  will  be  necessary  to  employ  certain  forms. 
Suggested  copies  of  these  forms  are  appended 
(Forms  v  and  vi). 

The  Committee  recommends : 

(b)  That  Forms  v  and  vi  be  approved  for  use 
in  dealing  with  applications  under  the  latter 
part  of  Rule  qa. 

4.  Letters  from  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
Scotland,  dated  March  \th,  1922,  with  reference  to 
{a)  certified  copy  certificates,  and  (b)  reciprocity  rule. 
A  copy  of  the  first  letter  is  appended  to  this 
report ;  copies  of  the  second  letter  were  circulated 
with  the  agenda  paper  of  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council,  and  the  letter  is,  therefore,  not  reproduced 
here. 

The  Committee  has  considered  these  two  letters 
by  the  instruction  of  the  Council,  and  begs  to 
report  that  now  that  regulations  ensuring  "  a 
uniform  standard  of  qualification  in  all  parts  of 
the  United  Kingdom  "  have,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Act,  been  agreed  upon  by  the 
three  General  Nursing  Councils,  it  must  be  left 
to  each  Council  to  determine  for  itself  what 
evidence  it  will  require  or  accept,  that  such 
regulations  have,  in  fact,  been  complied  with ; 
that  to  comment  upon  the  Scotch  Rule  21a  would 
therefore  be  outside  the  province  of  the  English 
Council ;  that  the  English  Rule  qa  appears  to  fall 
under  the  same  category,  and  that  it  is  unnecessary 
for  the  English  Council  to  ask  the  Scotch  Council 
to  comment  upon  it. 

The  Committee  recommends  : 

(c)  That  a  letter  in  the  sense  of  this  report 
be  written  to  the  Scotch  Council,  and  that  no 
action  be  taken  under  the  Reciprocity  Rule 
for  nurses  registered  in  Scotland  until  the  Scotch 
Council  notifies  that  it  has  passed  a  correspond- 
ing Rule  for  nurses  registered  in  England. 

3.  The  attention  of  the  Committee  has  been 
drawn  to  the  applications  for  registration  of  certain 
nurses  trained  at  the  London  Hospital.  The 
Committee  finds,  however,  that  these  nurses  are 
not  eligible  for  registration  under  the  rules  either 
as  Existing  or  as  Intermediate  Nurses,  for  the 
following  reason.  The  nurses  in  question  began 
a  two  years'  training  in  191 7,  and  completed  it  in 
1 91 9,  but  they  did  not  complete  the  necessary 
training  and  experience  before  November  ist,  1919. 
They  are,  therefore,  not  eligible  as  Existing  Nurses. 
In  order  to  be  eligible  as  Intermediate  Nurses 
they  must  have  obtained  a  certificate  of  a  three 
years'  training  completed  before  July,  1924. 
Now,  up  to  December  31st,  19 19,  the  authorities 
of  the  London  Hospital  awarded  certificates  of  a 
two  years'  training  only,  even  to  those  nurses 
who  remained  in  the  service  of  the  hospital  and 
worked  in  its  wards  for  a  third  year  or  longer,  as 
the  nurses  whose  cases  are  now  under  consideration 
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have  done.  While,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee,  these  nurses  have  undergone  a 
training  and  experience  which  should  entitle  them 
to  register  as  Existing  Nurses  they  are,  for  the 
reason  just  given,  not  eligible.  The  Committee  is 
of  opinion  that,  under  the  circumstances,  the 
applications  of  these  nurses  should  be  treated  as 
an  exception  to  the  rule  laid  down,  and  therefore 
recommends  : 

{d)  That,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Minister  of  Health,  the  training  and  experience 
of  the  nurses  referred  to  in  this  report  be  con- 
sidered to  be  adequate  for  the  purpose  of  their 
registration  as  Existing  Nurses,  provided  that 
their  references  are  satisfactory.  The  number 
of  these  nurses  who  have  so  far  applied  for 
registration  has  been  three  only ;  but  the 
Committee  has  reason  for  believing  that  others, 
though  not  in  very  large  numbers,  may  apply 
if  they  learn  that  their  applications  conform  to 
this  recommendation. 

6.  The  Committee  has  to  report  that,  from 
March  nth  to  April  nth,  706  applications  for 
registration  have  been  received  and  acknowledged 
as  follows  : — 

General  Register  . .  . .   644 

Supplementary  Registers  .  .     62 

7.  Lists  of  807  applicants  for  registration,  whose 
applications  have  been  found  to  be  in  conformity 
with  the  rules  are  appended,  as  also  are  lists  of 
152  applicants  whose  applications  are  not  in 
conformity  with  the  rules. 

The  Committee  recommends  : 

(a)  That  the  807  applicants  whose  applications 
have  been  found  to  be  in  order  be  approved  for 
registration,  and  that  the  Registrar  be  instruc- 
ted to  enter  their  names  in  the  appropriate 
parts  of  the  Register. 

(/)  That  the  appropriate  certificate  be  granted 
to  each  of  these  applicants,  and  that  authority 
be  hereby  given  to  affix  the  Seal  of  the  Council 
to  each  certificate. 

(Signed)  E.  W.  Good  all. 

Chairman. 

Discussion  on  the  Registration  Report. 

In  reference  to  the  application  of  the  Royal  Free 
Hospital  Nurses'  League  for  recognition.  Miss 
MacCallum  enquired  who  were  the  President  and 
Hon.  Secretary.  After  some  demur  as  to  the 
necessity  for  furnishing  any  such  information 
and  Miss  MacCallum  urging  that  the  Council 
had  the  right  to  the  information,  Miss  Cox  Davies 
said  that  she  was  the  President  and  the  Sister- 
Tutor  at  the  Royal  Free  Hospital  the  Secretary. 
Miss  MacCallum  asked  whether  the  Sister  Tutor 
had  had  any  training  in  secretarial  work.  She 
found  that  secretaries  of  societies  who  had  were 
averse  to  assuming  the  responsibility  imposed 
upon  them  by  Rule  9  (a). 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick  deprecated  this  little 
unofficial  League  of  178  members  being  accepted 
for  recognition  when  all  its  members,  who  are 
certificated  nurses,  were  eligible  to  apply  to  come 


on  in  the  ordinary  way.  She  had  received  a  com- 
munication from  a  Royal  Free  Nurse,  who  regarded 
this  new  Rule  as  the  first  wedge  with  regard  to 
coercion.  The  Register  was  a  voluntary  one, 
and  the  nurses  should  be  left  entirely  free  to  register 
or  not  as  they  chose.  It  was  absurd  that  the 
Council  should  have  to  go  to  the  expense  of  pro- 
viding special  forms  for  people  to  come  on  the 
Register  as  second-hand  entrants  when  they  were 
eligible  to  make  direct  application. 

Miss  Swiss  did  not  consider  the  Rule  would 
have  the  effect  anticipated. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  said  the  Rule  provided 
for  a  simpler  way  of  registering,  and  she  thought 
it  should  be  accepted  without  further  controversy. 

Correspondence  with  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  Scotland. 

The  letter  received  from  the  Registrar  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland,  on  its 
behalf,  enclosed  the  copy  of  a  Rule  adopted  by 
that  Council,  and  stated  that  before  the  Council 
submits  the  Rule  to  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health 
they  wiU  be  pleased  to  receive  any  comments 
which  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales  desire  to  make  upon  it. 

The  General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland 
further  intimated  their  opinion  that  it  is  very 
desirable  that,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Rules  of  the 
two  countries  in  regard  to  admission  to  the  Register 
should  be  kept  in  line.  They  feel  that  this  would  be 
done  more  easily  if  the  Council  making  a  new  Rule 
were  to  submit  the  same  to  the  other  Council 
before  sending  it  up  for  approval  to  their  Minister 
of  Health,  and  they  will  be  glad  if  the  English 
Council  can  arrange  for  this.  They  pointed  out, 
further,  that  the  matter  is  specially  dealt  with 
in  the  Registration  Act  of  each  country,  but  that 
hitherto  they  have  learned  of  new  Rules  made  by 
the  English  Council  principally  through  the  Press 
after  the  Rule  had  been  sent  for  approval  to  the 
Minister. 

The  Rule  submitted  for  observation  by  the 
Scottish  Council  was  as  follows  : — 

Rule  21  (a). 

Notwittistanding  anytliing  in  the  last  preceding  Rule, 
the  Council  may  accept  In  place  of  a  Certificate  of 
Training  a  copy  of  same  certified  to  be  a  true  copy 
thereof  by  a  Minister  of  Religion,  Registered  Medical 
Practitioner,  or  other  responsible  person,  provided  that 
the  Registrar  Is  able  to  verify  the  accuracy  of  the  said 
certified  copy  by  reference  to  the  Hospital  Authorities. 

Discussing  the  clauses  in  the  report  Dr. 
Goodall  said  : — 

In  regard  to  certified  copies  of  certificates  and 
the  Scottish  Council,  the  points  upon  which  the 
General  Nursing  Councils  were  required  to  confer 
were  defined  in  Section  6  (3)  of  the  Act  for  England 
and  Wales,  and  Section  3  (3)  of  the  Scottish  Act. 
What  the  Councils  had  to  confer  about  was  a 
uniform  standard  of  qualification,  not  to  agree 
as  to  the  manner  prescribed  for  giving  evidence  of 
holding  this  qualification.  This  was  the  view 
of  the  Minister  of  Health,  as  stated  in  the  House 
of  Commons  after  consultation  with  his  legal 
advisers. 
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If  the  Reciprocity  Rule  of  the  EngHsh  Council 
were  taken  it  would  be  seen  that  the  position  it 
took  up  was  defined  there.  For  months  past  the 
Scottish  Council  had  been  going  on  accepting 
copies  of  certificates.  Now,  they  found  they  were 
wrong,  and  they  proposed  to  make  a  fuss  with  the 
English  Council.  Each  Council  could  have  its 
own  methods  of  ascertaining  the  validity  of 
certificates,  and  it  was  not  in  the  province  of  the 
English  Council  to  criticise  Rules  made  for  the 
purpose  by  the  Scottish  Council,  or  for  the  Scottish 
Council  to  criticise  the  English  ones.  If  the  Rules 
had  the  approval  of  the  Minister  there  was  no 
need  for  the  Council  to  worry  itself.  The  Scottish 
Council  might  disapprove  of  their  delegating 
their  statutory  duties  to  other  people,  but  it 
was  a  matter  of  administration  not  in  the  province 
of  the  Scottish  Council  to  criticise.  Eventually 
all  Registered  Nurses  would  have  to  pass  the 
examination  set  by  the  Council. 

The  Scottish  Council  which  was  now  criticising 
them  was  the  very  Council  which  wanted  to  put 
wholesale  on  to  the  General  Register  all  sorts  of 
nurses — fever  nurses.  This  was  the  Council 
which  was  now  coming  down  on  the  English 
Council  and  its  methods. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  disagreed  with  Dr. 
Goodall.  Form  16,  the  Application  Form,  was  a 
Statutory  Form,  and  Forms  v  and  vi  under  discus- 
sion would  presumably  be  approved  and  signed 
by  the  Minister  before  being  incorporated  in  the 
Rules.  Scotland  had  agreed  with  England  on 
the  Reciprocity  Rule  under  the  Rules  then  in 
force,  and  should  have  been  consulted  before  it 
was  submitted  to  the  Minister  for  alteration. 
Dr.  Goodall  had  misrepresented  the  action  of  the 
Scottish  Council  in  regard  to  the  registration  of 
fever  nurses,  and  said  the  Scottish  Council  had 
desired  to  place  fever  nurses  on  to  the  General 
Part  of  the  Register.  This  was  not  so.  The 
General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland  was  very 
much  opposed  to  such  action.  It  was  the  Scottish 
Board  of  Health  which  urged  that  its  certificated 
Fever  Nurses  be  placed  on  the  General  Register, 
and  the  English  Council,  by  opposing  this  claim, 
had  helped  the  Scottish  Council  to  combat  this 
undesirable  procedure. 

Rule  9A  affected  the  Scottish  Council,  inasmuch 
as  it  evaded  the  standard  of  evidence  it  required 
for  registration.  It  was  obvious  it  was  possible 
for  Scottish  Nurses  who  did  not  conform  to  the 
Scottish  requirements  to  register  in  this  country 
under  Rule  qa  as  second-hand  entrants  and  then 
under  the  Reciprocity  Rule  to  obtain  admission  to 
the  Scottish  Register.  In  regard  to  the  Registration 
system,  Scotland  was  right  in  objecting  to  the 
admission  to  the  Register  of  second-hand  entrants 
on  verbal  instead  of  on  verified  documentary  evi- 
dence, and  she  was  glad  to  hear  Scotland  was  taking 
action  for  the  protection  of  its  own  method. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  asked  whether  Scotland 
had  not  accepted  copies  of  certificates  ? 

Dr.  Goodall  did  not  know. 

Miss  MacCallum  said  the  English  Council  had 
done  so. 


Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  during  the 
time  she  was  Chairman  of  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee it  was  the  rule  that  certified  copies  of 
certificates  should  be  verified  from  the  institution 
issuing  them. 

Dr.  Goodall  said  that  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick 
had  already  spoken  once. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  claimed  the  right  to 
speak  again,  and  said  that  the  question  had  been 
raised  in  the  early  days  of  the  Council,  and  the  late 
Chairman  had  decided  that  free  speech  was  to  be 
permitted. 

Miss  Macdonald  emphasised  the  importance  of 
verifying  documentary  evidence  for  registration. 

On  the  vote  being  taken  on  Item  4,  four  voted 
against  it,  and  the  majority  in  favour. 

On  Recommendation  5  (d)  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  said  that  other  cases  might  arise  of  nurses 
not  trained  at  the  London  Hospital  but  in  a  similar 
position.  She  thought  this  recommendation  should 
be  framed  so  as  to  include  these  nurses. 

On  Recommendation  7  the  consideration  of 
applications  for  registration  was  deferred  for  con- 
sideration in  camera  at  the  end  of  business. 

The  Rejx)rt  was  agreed. 

Report  of  the  Finance  Committee- 

In  the  absence  of  Sir  Jenner  Verrall,  Chairman 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  its  Report  was  pre- 
sented by  Lady  Hobhouse  as  follows : — 

The  Finance  Committee  has  met  once — on 
April  6th,  1922. 

1.  To  report  that  Sir  Jenner  Verrall  was  re- 
appointed Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

2.  To  recommend  that  the  Bills  and  Claims 
submitted  for  payment  be  approved. 

3.  To  recommend  that  from  this  date  onwards 
third-class  fares  instead  of  first-class  fares  should 
be  paid  to  members  of  the  Council  attending 
Council  and  Committee  meetings. 

4.  To  recommend  that  the  Report  of  the 
General  Purposes  Committee  be  approved  with 
the  exception  that  in  Para.  4  six  weeks'  sick  leave 
on  full  pay  should  be  granted  in  place  of  three 
months. 

5.  To  recommend  that  in  future  all  claims 
under  ;^500  should  be  met  by  cheque  on  the 
London  Joint  City  &  Midland  Bank,  Ltd. 

Discussion  on  tlie  Finance  Report. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  inquired  why  the 
Council  had  not  been  provided  with  slips  up  to 
date  giving  the  number  of  applicants  and  fees  for 
Registration  as  usual. 

She  elicited  that  the  number  of  applicants  to 
date  was  5,023. 

Miss  MacCallum  asked  that  the  members  of  the 
Council  might  be  supplied,  with  copies  of  the  weekly 
returns  sent  to  the  Minister. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  asked  to  whom  the 
Minister's  letter  had  been  addressed  asking  for 
weekly  returns,  and  was  informed  by  the  Chairman 
that  it  had  been  addressed  to  the  Council. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  said  she  objected  to  such  letters 
being  intercepted  and  acted  upon  before  they  had 
been  submitted  to  the  Council. 
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Dr.  Goodall  said  he  took  entire  responsibility 
for  sending  the  returns  to  the  Minister,  and  said 
the  Minister  had  power  to  dissolve  the  Council  at 
any  time. 

Voice  :   "  The  sooner  the  better." 

He  believed  it  was  in  this  connection  that  the 
Minister  required  these  returns. 

The  Report  was  agreed. 

Report  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee. 

The  Report  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee 
was  presented  by  the  Honble.  Mrs.  Eustace  Hills. 

It  stated  that  Mrs.  Hills  had  been  appointed 
Chairman  of  the  Committee.  That  the  Chairman 
of  the  Council  had  in  an  emergency  authorised  the 
Registrar  to  obtain  a  substitute  in  place  of  one  of 
the  chief  typists,  and  recommended  that  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  a  similar  emergency  might  occur  at 
any  time  that  the  Registrar  be  empowered  to  take 
emergency  steps  to  obtain  such  help  as  required 
and  report  to  the  Committee.  It  further  recom- 
mended that  every  case  of  sickness  or  accident 
should  be  considered  on  its  own  merits,  and,  unless 
otherwise  decided,  three  months'  sick  leave  on  full 
pay  be  granted  to  members  of  the  permanent  staff 
if  occasion  arose,  and  that  those  who  received 
Insurance  Benefit  should  refund  this  to  the  Council. 

The  Committee  also  recommended  that  having 
reviewed  the  personnel  and  the  duties  of  the 
present  clerical  staff,  they  did  not  see  their  way  to 
recommending  any  reduction  of  the  same,  though 
they  viewed  with  great  anxiety  the  future  financial 
position  of  the  General  Nursing  Council. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  took  exception  to  the 
Registrar  being  empowered  to  engage  substitutes. 
The  General  Purposes  Committee  could  be  called 
together  at  a  few  hours'  notice.  It  involved  the 
principle  of  the  expenditure  of  money  and  selection 
of  staff  by  an  official,  without  the  authority  of  the 
Committee  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp,  Miss  Lloyd  Still  and 
Dr.  Goodall  supported  the  proposal. 

Miss  Swiss  thought  the  Council  ought  to  be 
ashamed  to  overwork  the  staff  as  it  did. 
•         Miss  Cox  Da  vies  said  that  on  the  evidence  they 
received  as  the  result  of  their  enquiries  it  might  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  increase  the  staff. 

The  Report  was  agreed. 

Report  of  the  Mental  Nursing  Committee. 

The  Report  of  the  Mental  Nursing  Committee 
was  presented  by  Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  who  moved 
that  it  be  received. 

It  stated  that  Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  had  been 
re-appointed  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  that 
the  Syllabus  and  Schedule  of  Training  were 
considered  and  approved,  but  before  asking  the 
Council  to  approve  it,  it  was  decided  to  print  a 
few  copies  of  a  confidential  draft  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  representatives  of  the  Mental 
Hospitals  Association,  and  of  selected  persons 
with  special  experience  in  mental  deficiency 
training. 

It  was  further  reported  that  an  informal  confer- 
ence was  being  arranged  for  May  3rd  with  the 
above. 

The  Committee  had  considered  the  position  of 


mental  nurses  engaged  as  artizans,  and  had  sent 
up  a  recommendation  to  the  Education  Committee 
that  one  year's  ward  experience  and  two  years' 
responsible  care  of  patients  engaged  in  occupations, 
should  be  recognized  as  qualifying  for  training  as 
an  Existing  Nurse. 

They  also  recommended  that  holders  of  the 
Medico-Psychological  Association  Certificate  be 
eligible  for  admission  to  the  General  Nursing 
Council's  examination  for  admission  to  the  General 
Register  if  they  have  had  two  years'  additional 
training  in  a  General  Hospital  or  Poor-Law 
Infirmary  approved  by  the  Council. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  asked  whether  this 
recommendation  referred  to  existing,  intermediate 
or  future  nurses. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  said  it  must  refer  to  future 
nurses  as  the  examinations  were  for  them. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  presumed  that  the 
Council  would  hold  its  own  examination  and  grant 
its  own  certificate  for  Mental  Nurses  in  the  future, 
as  in  the  case  of  other  classes  of  nurses.  To  agree 
to  the  recommendation  as  worded  would  pledge 
the  Council  to  accept  the  M.P.A.  Certificate  for 
future  nurses. 

The  recommendation  was  referred  back  for  the 
definition  of  a  time  limit. 

The  Report  was  agreed. 

Other  Business. 

Miss  MacCallum  drew  attention  to  the  case  of 
a  nurse  who  had  been  officially  notified  of  Regis- 
tration as  a  Mental  Nurse,  whereas  she  had  never 
had  any  mental  training. 

The  Registrar  explained  that  the  notice  was 
a  clerical  error,  the  nurse  had  not  been  entered  on 
the  Mental  Register,  and  she  had  written  and 
explained  to  the  candidate. 

Mention  was  also  made  of  letters  sent  to  the 
office  receiving  no  replies. 

The  Registrar  then  alluded  to  the  incident  of 
a  nurse  being  kept  waiting  at  the  office  for  over 
an    hour.     It    was    an  oversight.     She  explained 

that  Miss  ,  when  going  out  for  lunch,  omitted 

to    inform   Miss   that  a   nurse    was  in  the 

waiting  room. 

Miss  Cox-Davies  proposed  that  no  letters 
should  be  brought  up  to  the  Council  excepting 
through  the  Committee  concerned. — No  action 
was  taken. 

The  applications  for  Registration  were  then 
considered  in  camera. 


ROYAL  BRITISH  NURSES'  ASSOCIATION. 

On  Friday,  May  5th,  the  anniversary  of  the 
death  of  Napoleon,  the  Napoleon  Coterie  are  to 
hold  a  meeting  at  194,  Queen's  Gate.  It  is 
expected  that  several  very  eminent  authorities  on 
this  great  character  in  European  history  will  speak. 
The  first  address  will  commence  at  4.30  p.m.,  and 
the  speakers  will  lead  up  to  the  hour  of  six,  that 
at  which  Napoleon  died,  when  the  audience  will 
rise  and  there  will  be  silence.  The  meeting  is 
likely  to  be  a  very  wonderful  one  and  the  nurses 
are  cordially  invited  to  attend.  Tea  will  be 
served  before  the  meeting  at  a  queirter  to  four. 
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THE  SCOTTISH  NURSES'  ASSOCIATION. 


We  print  below  two  letters  sent  by  the  Scottish 
Nurses'  Association  on  the  subject  of-  Rule  9  (a) 
passed  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales  and  approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health, 
without  reference  to  the  General  Nursing  Councils 
for  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

Letter  Sent  to  the  General  Nursing  Council 
FOR  Scotland. 
Scottish  Nurses'  Association, 
Glasgow. 

Af)ril  loth,  1922. 
The  Secretary,  -^'^ 

The  General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland, 
13,  Melville  Street,  Edinburgh. 

The   Register   of  the  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales. 

Sir, — We  are  instructed  by  the  Executive  of  the 
Scottish  Nurses'  Association  to  express  our  sense 
of  the  danger  that  the  new  Rule  9  (a\  passed  by  the 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales,  offers  a 
doorway  for  the  admission  to  the  English  Register 
of  Nurses  who  do  not  reach  the  standard,  which 
the  Scottish  Council  takes  special  pains  to  guard, 
and  to  express  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  that 
an  unyielding  attitude,  in  reference  to  this  Rule, 
would  be  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the 
great  body  of  Scotish  nurses. 
We  are.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

(Signed)     J.  McGregor-Robertson,  President. 
C.  H.  McAra,  Secretary. 

Letter    Sent    to    the    Scottish    Members    of 
Parliament. 

Glasgow,  April  i^th,  1922. 

Sir, — -We  are  instructed  by  the  Executive  of  the 
Scottish  Nurses'  Association  to  beg  your  serious 
attention  to  the  danger  threatening  Scottish  Nurses 
by  the  operation  of  a  new  Rule — No.  9(a) — -adopted  by 
the  General  Nursing  Council  of  England  and  Wales, 
and  added  to  their  Regulations  for  admission  to  the 
Register. 

In  accordance  with  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act, 
the  General  Nursing  Councils  ought  to  consult  one 
another  in  reference  to  the  rules  for  registration.  This 
new  rule  was  adopted  by  the  English  Council  without 
consultation  with  the  Scottish  Council ;  and,  if  reci- 
procity is  maintained,  nurses  admitted  to  the  English 
Register  will  be  entitled  to  be  admitted  to  the  Scottish 
Register,  if  they  wish,  without  further  scrutiny  of  their 
qualifications. 

Now  by  the  new  rule 

"  the  Council  may  accept  .  .  .  where  the  applicant 
is  a  member  of  any  organised  body  of  nurses  recog- 
nised for  this  purpose  by  the  Council,  a  declaration 
signed  by  the  Secretary  or  other  responsible  officer 
of  that  body  that,  on  the  admission  of  the  applicant 
to  membership,  a  certificate  or  a  certified  copy 
thereof  was  produced  and  was  verified  by  that 
body." 

This  permits  the  delegation  of  the  scrutiny  of  a  nurse's 
qualifications  to  an  official  of  a  nurses'  organisation, 
which  may  be  a  purely  political  body,  and  thus  there 


may  easily  be  admitted  to  the  Register,  in  large  num- 
bers, nurses  of  a  lower  standard  than  would  be  admitted 
after  scrutiny   by  the   Council   itself. 

In  Scotland  a  nurse's  certificates  of  qualification  are 
carefully  scrutinised  by  the  Registrar  and  a  Committee 
of  the  Nursing  Council,  and,  if  need  be,  verified  by 
inquiry. 

Under  the  new  Rule  nurses  could  evade  this  scrutiny, 
if  members  of  an  English  Nursing  Organisation,  by 
gaining  admission  to  the  English  Register  and  then, 
by  the  reciprocity  rule,  applying  for  transfer  to  the 
Scottish  Register.  It  would  thus  be  even  possible 
for  a  nurse,  rejected  by  the  Scottish  Council's  scrutiny, 
in  spite  of  it  to  gain  access  to  the  Scottish  Register. 

In  any  case  the  delegation  to  other  organisations 
would  inevitably  lead  to  the  degradation  of  the 
qualifying  standard.  It  could  not  be  expected  that  a 
nurses'  organisation  would  guard  the  standard  as  the 
Nursing  Council  itself  would  be  expected  to  do.  'The 
temptation  to  enlarge  their  membership  by  being 
able  to  boast  of  a  large  number  placed  on  the  Register 
could  not  be  resisted. 

But  there  is  a  more  immediate  and  still  more  grave 
danger.  The  present  Council  is  a  nominated  one, 
holding  office  till  a  Register  has  been  created,  by  the 
votes  of  whose  members  an  elected  Council  will  replace 
the  nominated  one.  Under  the  Act  this  election 
should  take  place  in  November.  It  will  be  possible 
under  the  new  Rule — -9  (a) — for  a  nurses'  organisation 
with  a  large  membership  to  rush  on  to  the  Register 
a  sufficient  number  of  voters  to  swamp  the  election. 

It  is  not  open  to  doubt  that  this  is  one  of  the  main 
objects  of  those  who  have  promoted  the  adoption  of 
the  new  Rule  ;  it  is  a  renewal  of  the  old  fight,  which 
everyone  desirous  of  the  real  interests  of  nurses, 
apart  from  school  or  party,  had  hoped  was  ended  by 
the  passing  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act. 

It  cannot  be  forgotten  that  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.,  promoted  a  Bill  for  constituting  themselves  the 
Nursing  Authority,  not  for  England  and  Wales  only 
but  for  the  United  Kingdom.  By  the  operation  of 
the  new  Rule  they  hope  to  be  able  to  dominate  the 
Enghsh  Council  by  their  nominees  and  so  secure,  in 
this  indirect  way,  a  large  part  of  what  Parliament 
refused  to  grant.  There  is  no  other  nurses'  organisa- 
tion which,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Registra- 
tion Act,  could  boast  of  a  register  of  16,000  members, 
members  secured  by  the  pledge  that,  on  the  passing 
of  the  Act, 

"  If  you  are  on  the  College  Register  you  will 
automatically  and  without  further  fee  be  placed  upon 
the  State  Register  when  the  Nurses'  Ftegistration 
Bill  is  passed." 

Such  a  disaster  in  England  to  the  nurses'  cause,  which 
the  passing  of  the  Act  was  supposed  to  have  rendered 
secure,  could  not  fail  very  seriously  to  affect  the 
interests  of  Scottish  nurses  also ;  and  the  Scottish 
Nurses'  Association,  therefore,  begs  and  hopes  that 
Scottish  Members  of  Parliament  will  bring  such  pres- 
sure to  bear  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  majority 
of  the  English  Nursing  Council  to  bring  their  new  Rule 
into  operation. 

We  are,  Sir,  your  obedient  servants, 
J.  McGregor-Robertson,  M.A.,  M.B.,  F.R.S.E., 

President. 
C.  H.  McAra  (Registered  Nurse), 
Secretary. 

We  congratulate  the  Scottish  Nurses'  Association 
on  the  exceedingly  able  manner  in  which  they  have 
set  out  their  case. 
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APPOINTMENTS. 

MATRON. 

Belfast  Corporation  Hospital.  Graymount. — Miss 
Gertrude  M.  Matthews  has  been  appointed  .Vatron. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Belfast, 
and  holds  the  position  of  Matron  at  the  Meath  Home, 
■Godalming. 

HOME     SISTER. 

St.  Mary  Islington  Infirmary,  Highgate. — Miss 
Margaret  M.  Travers  has  been  appointed  second 
Home  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  St.  James's  Hospital, 
Balham,  and  has  held  the  position  of  Nurse  under  the 
Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  at  the  Park  and  Southern 
Hospitals,  and  of  Maternity  Sister  at  the  Hammersmith 
Infirmary,  Charge  Nurse  at  the  Military  Hospital, 
Shepherd's  Bush,  and  Night  Sister  and  Relief  Home 
Sister,  at  the  Ministry  of  Pensions'  Hospital,  Shepherd's 
Bush. 

SISTER. 

Queen  Mary's  Hospital  for  Children,  Carshalton. — Miss 
Alice  Elsie  Noble  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  the  above  hospital,  and  also  at  Guy's  Hospi- 
tal, and  has  had  experience  of  private  nursing.  She  is 
a  certified  midwife  and  a  certificated  masseuse. 

Miss  Edith  Catherine  King  has  also  been  appointed 
Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  Plaistow  Fever  Hospi- 
tal, obtaining  the  certificate  of  the  Fever  Nurses' 
Association,  and  also  at  Guy's  Hospital  ;  for  fifteen 
months  she  was  night  superintendent  at  the  Croydon 
Mental  Hospital  and  is  a  certified  midwife. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Staines.— Miss  Ethel  Bowden  has 
been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  Kendray 
Hospital,  Barnsley,  and  has  been  Night  Superintendent 
at  Lincoln  City  Hospital,  and  at  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
East  Ham. 

Ancoats'  Hospital  Convalescent  Home,  Great 
Warford,  Alderley  Edge. — Miss  Olive  M.  Coates  has 
been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  Ancoats 
Hospital,  Manchester,  and  has  been  Matron  of  the 
Meath  Home,  Godalming. 
LECTURER  ON   HYGIENE  AND  INFANT  WELFARE. 

Staffordshire  County  Council  Education  Committee. — 

Miss  C.  Alice  Barling  has  been  appointed  Lecturer  on 
Hygiene  and  Infant  Welfare  by  the  Staffordshire 
County  Council.  She  was  trained  at  St.  Mary's 
Hospital,  Paddington,  and  has  been  Sister  at  the 
Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Folkestone,  and  Matron 
of  Ilford  Isolation  and  other  Fever  Hospitals,  Super- 
•  intendent  of  Handsworth  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare 
Centre,  and  Lecturer  on  Health  and  Moral  Subjects  to 
Long  Lane  Institute,  West  Bromwich.  Miss  Barling 
is  a  certified  Midwife  and  a  certificated  Masseuse  by 
private  tuition. 

SCHOOL  NURSE. 
County  Borough  of  Blackburn. — Miss  Sarah  N. 
Hodgson  has  been  appointed  School  Nurse.  She 
was  trained  at  Hartlepool  Hospital,  and  has  been 
Staff  Nurse  at  the  Brompton  Hospital  for  Consumption, 
and  School  Nurse  under  the  London  County  Council. 
She  has  also  had  experience  of  private  nursing. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S     JUBILEE     INSTITUTE. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 
Miss  Mary  A.  Jones  is  appointed  to  Leicester,  as 
Assistant  Superintendent  ;  Miss  Sarah  E.  Bailey  is 
appointed  to  Leeds  (Holbeck)  ;  Miss  Annie  L.  Lord, 
to  Leicester ;  Miss  Lucy  A.  Nay  lor,  to  Hyde  ;  Miss 
Mary  A.  Parker,  to  Stevenage  ;  Miss  Amelia  E.  Rapson, 
to  Portsmouth,  as  Senior  Nurse  ;  Miss  Ruth  E.  Towse, 
to  Marsden  ;  Miss  Mary  Turner,  to  Redditch ;  Miss 
Minnie   Ward,   to  Leicester. 


PRIZES  AT   ISLINGTON    INFIRMARY. 


The  Annual  Distribution  of  Prizes  to  the  Nurses 
and  Probationers  took  place  at  the  Islington  Infirmary, 
on  the  loth  inst.,  and  they  were  gracefully  presented 
by  Lady  Dundas  Grant  as  follows  :- — 

Smali.ey  Prizes. — i.  Nurse  Aubrey;  2,  Nurse 
Prior ;    3,  Nurses  Fuller  and  Fletcher. 

Marshall  Prizes. — i.  Nurse  Chapman  ;  2,  Nurse 
Camp ;    3,   Nurse  Worrall. 

Junior  Prizes. — Nurses  Cunningham,  Ladd,  Birch, 
Ketch,  Shambrook. 

Sir  James  Dundas  Grant,  K.B.E.,  M.D.,  in  con- 
gratulating those  nurses  who  had  passed  the  exami- 
nations, gave  them  some  very  good  advice.  Cleanli- 
ness he  said  should  be  almost  a  religion.  They  should 
be  discreet  in  talk — "  look,  listen,  and  hold  their 
tongues,"  and  never  talk  about  gruesome  things,  or 
about  their  patients. 

Mr.  W.  Finnimore,  Chairman  of  the  Infirmary' 
presided  for  the  last  time,  and  Dr.  Robinson 
the  Medical  Superintendent,  and  Miss  Cordell,  the 
Matron,  proposed  and  seconded  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
him  in  which  they  expressed  appreciation  for  his 
many  kindnesses ;  he  had  entered  into  their  pleasures 
heart  and  soul. 

The  Chairman  said  he  greatly  appreciated  their 
kind  remarks  and  the  assistance  he  had  always  received 
from  the  staff. 


•* MISSING   WORD"    COMPETITION. 


RESULT. 


The  result  of  the  above  Competition  held  in  con- 
nection with  the  recent  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Exhi- 
bition and  Conference  at  the  Royal  Horticultural 
Hall,  is  as  follows  : — 

1st  Prize. — £5  5s.,  presented  by  Universal  Exhi- 
bitions, Ltd.  Awarded  to  Miss  M.  C.  Costello,  i, 
Bedford  Gardens,  Kensington. 

2nd  Prize. — £2  2s.,  presented  by  The  Gas  Light  & 
Coke  Co.,  Awarded  to  Nurse  R.  W.  Anstee,  10, 
Smyrna  Road,  West  Hampstead. 

■^rd  Prize. — £1  is.,  presented  by  HorUcks  Malted 
Milk  Co.  Awarded  to  Miss  K.  M.  Banks,  Paget 
House,   59,  Loughborough  Park,   S.W. 

4<A  Prize. — £1   is.,  presented  by  Messrs.  Callard  & 
Co.     Awarded    to    Miss    E.    E.    Hilberd,    St.    Mary' 
Hospital  for  Women  and  Children,  Plaistow,  E.13. 

5th  Prize. — Gold  Mounted  Self-filling  Fountain  Pen, 
presented"  by  Messrs.  Oxo,  Ltd.  Awarded  to  Miss 
E.  E.  Macauley,  Bermondsey  Medical  Mission,  S.E.i. 

6th  Prize. — -Gold  Mounted  Self-filHng  Fountain 
Pen,  presented  by  Messrs.  Oxo,  Ltd.  Awarded  to 
Nurse  Sherwood,  90,  Lichfield  Road,   East  Ham,  E. 

7/A  Prize. — Gold  Pencil  Case,  presented  by  The  West 
Surrey  Central  Dairy  Co.,  Ltd.  Awarded  to  Nurse  L. 
E.  Riley,  65,  Blenheim  Terrace,  N.W^S. 

Hth  Prize. — Midwives'  Case,  presented  by  Messrs. 
W.  H.  Bailey  &  Son.  Awarded  to  Miss  W.  H.  Burnett, 
2X1.  Well  Hall  Road,  Eltham,  S.E. 

gth  Prize — A  selection  of  Toilet  Goods,  presented 
by  Messrs.  D.  &  W.  Gibbs,  Ltd.  Awarded  to  Nurse 
P.  G.  Moores,  114,  Gosberton  Road,  Balham. 

10th  Prize. — A  Pair  of  Ward  Shoes,  presented  by 
The  Benduble  Shoe  Co.  Awarded  to  Nurse  Frier, 
76,  Benthal  Road,  Stoke  Newington. 

11th  Prize: — A  Case  of  Perfume,  &c.,  presented 
by  Dr.  Bengue  &  Co.  Awarded  to  Nurse  M.  Ferguson, 
Twilight    Sleep    Home,    Streatham. 
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12th  Prize. — A  xMonthly  Supply  of  Tooth  Paste  and 
Powder  for  one  year,  presented  by  Messrs.  Eucryl,  Ltd. 
Awarded  to  Nurse  R.  L.  Riley,  ()5  Blenheim  Terrace, 
N.W.8. 

13th  Prize. — 20  min.  Record  Hypo.  Syringe,  presented 
by  The  Surgical  Manufacturing  Co.  Awarded  to 
Miss  E.  Devenish-Meares,  Bexley,  Kent. 

THE  METROPOLITAN  ASYLUMS  BOARD 
AND  NURSES'  REGISTRATION. 

The  following  questionnaire  has  been  sent  by  the 
Clerk  to  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  to  the 
heads  of  institutions  employing  Nurses  : — 

General    Nursing   Council — Registration    of 
Nurses. 

Adverting  to  my  Memorandum  of  October  T5th 
last,  enclosing  copy  of  the  Rules  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  will  you  please  let  me  know — 

(a)  How  many  nurses  at  your  institution  are 
now,  prima  facie,  qualified  to  be  registered  ? 

(b)  Of  these,  how  many  have  actuall  y  become 
registered  ? 

It  is  understood  that  at  some  institutions  nurses 
are  showing  some  reluctance  in  the  matter.  Is 
this  your  experience  ? 

Have  any  steps  been  taken  at  your  institution 
in  connection  with  the  matter  ?  Do  you  wish  to 
make  any  suggestions,  please  ? 


We  gather  that  many  nurses  object  to  be  com- 
pelled to  register  on  the  Fever  Nurses'  and  the 
Children's  Supplementary  Registers.  Many  so 
trained  are  at  present  doing  General  Nursing  and 
they  fear  loss  of  means  of  livelihood.  Others 
strongly  object  to  placing  themselves  under  the 
General  Nursing  Council  as  at  present  constituted 
and  managed,  and  Fever  nurses  justly  resent  the 
elimination  of  their  trusted  leader  and  expert, 
Miss  Susan  Villiers,  from  the  Education  and 
Examination  Committee,  to  make  room  for  a  titled 
laywoman,  who  knows  nothing  of  their  educational 
requirements  or  special  work. 


THE  HOSPITAL  WORLD. 

The  people  of  Shotley  Bridge  have  presented 
a  "  Princess  Mary  Cot  "  to  the  Royal  Victoria 
Hospital,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  in  commemoration 
of  Princess  Mary's  wedding  day. 


Lord  Bessborough,  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Evelina  Hospital,  Southwark  Bridge  Road, 
S.E.,  called  attention  to  the  desperate  straits  of 
this  hospital,  the  largest  children's  hospital  in 
south  and  south-east  London.  The  annual  expen- 
diture is  ;^i3,ooo  and  the  income  far  short  of  this 
amount  and  the  committee  are  desirous  of  increas- 
ing it  by  at  least  ;^3,ooo.  Last  year  the  deficit 
was  between  ;^3,ooo  and  ;^4,ooo,  which  is  owing 
to  the  bankers,  and  ;^5,ooo  is  needed  for  painting 
and  renovations  long  overdue. 


Combined  Appeal  of  one  thousand  guineas.  The 
Lord  Mayor  opens  his  Mansion  House  Fund-in-Aid 
on  May  ist. 

OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 


The  sympathy  of  the  Profession  will  be  extended 
to  Her  Royal  Highness  Princess  Beatrice  at  the 
loss,  after  an  operation,  of  her  son.  Lord  Leopold 
Mountbatten,  on  Sunday  last.  Owing  to  delicacy 
of  health,  this  young  Prince  has  suffered  much, 
although  he  has  borne  pain  with  great  fortitude, 
and  lived  an  active  and  travelled  life.  Handsome, 
brave  and  chivalrous,  his  death  will  be  regretted 
by  many. 

Princess  Beatrice  has  been  called  upon  to  suffer 
much  tribulation.  The  loss  of  her  young  husband 
in  the  Ashantee  campaign,  and  of  her  youngest 
greatly  beloved  son  in  the  Great  War,  gives  her 
a  special  place  in  the  hearts  of  patriotic  nurses. 


The  Medical  Correspondent  of  the  Times  writes 
that  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Physical  Educa- 
tion of  Girls  has  addressed  an  important  question- 
naire to  members  of  the  medical  profession.  The 
questions  are  to  be  answered  before  the  end  of  this 
month. 

The  doctors  are  invited  to  state,  under  seal  of 
secrecy,  what  effects,  if  any,  they  have  observed 
from  physical  education,  including  games  and 
sports,  on  (0)  unmarried  girls  over  12  years  of  age, 
and  [b]  married  women.  They  are  asked  to  detail 
any  departure  from  health  which  seemed  attribut- 
able to  physical  education,  and  whether  experience 
has  suggested  that  there  are  any  individual  sports 
which  should  be  modified  or  avoided  altogether  by 
girls  in  their  teens.  The  answers  to  these  ques- 
tions will  be  awaited  with  great  general  interest. 


The  Malthusian  League,  in  the  work  of  which 
many  nurses  are  interested,  holds  a  Public  Meeting 
at  Kensington  Town  Hall,  on  Birth  Control  and 
National  Efficiency,  on  April  27th  at  8.30  p.m. 
Mrs.  B.  I.  Drysdale  will  be  in  the  chair.  The 
official  organ  of  the  League  is  a  sixpenny  monthly 
called  The  New  Generation,  the  tone  of  which  is 
thoroughly  patriotic  and  reasonable. 


Mr.  Stuart  de  la  Rue  has  so  far  given  the  largest 
individual  donation  to  the  Hospitals  of  London 


COMING     EVENTS. 

April  20th. — Registered  Nurses'  Parliamentary 
Council.  Meeting  to  discuss  extension  of  Objects. 
431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.     4.30  p.m. 

May  5th. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  Lecture  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Napoleon  Coterie  on  "  The  Autopsy 
of  Napoleon."     4.30  p.m. 

May  5th. — Guy's  Hospital  Past  and  Present 
Nurses'  League.  Dinner,  the  Nurses'  Home,  7  p.m. 
Tea  and  coffee,  7.30  p.m.     Annual  Meeting,  8  p.m. 

May  5th. — National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses. 
Meeting  of  London  Branch,  117,  Sutherland 
Avenue,  Maida  Vale.     7.30  p.m. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

LE     ROY    LE    VEULT. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Dear  Madam, — The  King  wills  it.  So  runs  the 
quaint  old  Norman  French,  in  which  the  King's 
Assent  is  given  to  Acts  of  Parliament  that  they 
may  become  law. 

The  King  wills  that  the  Nurses  for  the  Sick  in 
the  United  Kingdom  shall  be  raised  to  the  dignity 
of  a  Profession  having  legal  status.  That  was 
the  proud  privilege  conferred  by  the  Royal  Assent 
on  Nurses  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  Tuesday, 
December  23rd,  1919. 

Members  of  the  Profession  sang  a  Te  Deum, 
hoping  that  at  last  they  were  to  be  free  to  manage 
their  own  affairs.  Their  rejoicing  was  premature, 
however,  and  their  disappointment  is  in  proportion 
exceeding  bitter  now  that  they  find  the  Medical 
Profession  intend  to  manage  for  them .  Certificates 
are  at  present  being  sent  out  to  nurses  from  the 
General  Nursmg  Council  signed  by  two  medical 
men  alone ;  the  signature  of  no  one  Registered 
Nurse  Member  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
upon  them,  and  this,  although  the  Council  has 
sixteen  registered  nurse  members.  These  ladies  are 
not,  apparently,  deemed  capable  of  appending 
their  signature  to  so  important  a  document. 

Nurses  do  not,  as  a  rule,  look  upon  the  majority 
of  doctors  as  their  best  friends  ;  what,  therefore, 
is  their  feeling  now,  when  they  see  their  last  chance 
of  freedom  taken  from  them,  and  that  even 
although  the  King  wills  that  the  Nurses  for  the 
Sick  be  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a  Profession,  they 
are  only  to  be  a  sort  of  side  show  to  the  Medical 
Profession.  Some  even  want  to  know  whether 
their  Certificate  comes  from  the  General  Nursing, 
or  the  General  Medical  Council ! 

The  medical  men  on  the  General  Nursing  Council 
would  not  be  unwise  enough  to  try  and  force 
such  an  arrangement  on  University  Students,  or  • 
Medical  Students,  or  any  other  Students,  'i.e., 
that  Members  of  another  profession,  no  matter 
how  eminent,  sign  their  diplomas.  It  is  only  the 
unfortunate  women  who  are  over-worked  and 
under-fed  till  they  have  neither  time  nor  energy 
to  fight  their  own  battles,  that  can  be  treated  in 
so  contemptuous  a  manner.  Let  them  remember, 
however,  that  but  for  the  College  Matrons  upon 
the  Council,  who  have  sold  not  only  their  own 
birthright,  but  that  of  the  rank  and  file  as  well, 
such  things  could  not  have  been  possible,  and  let 
them  determine  to  remedy  these  abuses. 
Yours  faithfully, 

WiNiFREDE  Paul, 
Chairman   Professional    Union   of 
Trained  Nurses. 
Room  17,  Evelyn  House, 
62,  Oxford  Street.  W. 


THE     CHARITY     TAINT. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Dear  Editor, — The  study  of  the  "  Ayes  "  and 
"  Noes  "  on  the  annulment  of  Rules  9A  and  43  (2) 
is  most  instructive  from  another  point  of  view. 
The  "  Ayes  "  include  seven  men  of  Army  rank, 
the  "  Noes  "  23. 

Mr.  Lyle,  Chairman  of  Queen  Mary's  Hospital, 
Stratford,  resents  the  impression  that  Matrons 
are  "  representing  the  so-called  employers  "  ;  so 
do  we.  We  hold  that  nursing  is  the  highest  pro- 
fession an  unmarried  woman  can  qualify  for,  seeing 
its  importance  to  the  nation,  and  that  the  Matron 
who  is  capable  of  rousifig  the  right  spirit  for  this 
profession  in  hundreds  of  young  women  whose 
ideals  are  most  impressionable  during  their  first 
years  m  hospital,  is  worthy  of  the  highest  rank  in 
Army  or  Navy.  The  trouble  is,  we  wanted  the 
General  Nursing  Council  of  England  and  Wales  to 
be  free  from  politics,  just  as  we  considered  that 
a  College  with  real  education  at  heart  should  be  so 
too.  The  present  "  College  "  has  not  come  up  to 
scratch,  and  one  doubts  its  influence  on  the  G.N.C. 
when  we  consider  its  Matrons,  who  should  be  our 
leaders,  have  "  let  us  down  "  over  the  "  Nation's 
Fund  "  on  which  the  College  is  founded. 

Do  Army  officers  with  their  love  of  discipline 
and  fair  play,  approve  of  the  impression  given  by 
the  "  Cheero,  Nursey  !  "  book,  and  of  the  hat 
being  sent  round  for  shillings  to  the  men  we'd 
gladly  have  died  for  ?  making  us  feel  like  monkeys 
on  barrel-organs  !  The  Matrons  of  the  College 
must  have  felt  as  we  did  over  the  question — they 
are  women  at  heart.  One  can  only  conclude  they 
are  not  free  women,  or  they'd  have  voiced  the 
matter. 

An    Ex-Member    of    the    B.R.C.S.    and 

St.  J.  A.S.  AND  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  (1914- 

1919)- 
The  Imperial  Nurses'  Club,  S.W.i, 

REPLIES  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

Old  Nurse  :  The  address  you  require  is  Hazel- 
wood  House,  Glasgow  ;  it  is  the  Nurses'  Memorial 
to  King  Edward.  It  is  to  be  opened  this  summer, 
and  terms  of  admission  can  be  procured  from 
Miss  E.  E.  Taylor,  16-18,  Sardinia  Terrace,  Glas- 
gow, W. 

Canadian  Nurse. — How  delightful  to  see  London 
for  the  first  time  ;  but  to  make  the  best  of  two 
weeks  you  should  know  a  little  of  its  history. 
Read  Burrow's  Guide  to  London;  use  the  top  of 
motor-'buses,  north,  south,  east  and  west,  to  get  a 
general  idea  of  the  vastness  of  this  glorious  city ; 
and  make  plans  for  each  day  overnight.  To  do 
London  thoroughly  a  year  would  not  be  too  long, 
as  it  is  a  place  to  wander  in,  and  not  to  rush  around. 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

May  6th. — ^When  a  child  is  in  a  state  of  apparent 
asphyxia,  describe  how  you  would  endeavour  to 
establish  regular  respiration. 

May  13th. — ^What  are  the  principal  glands  of  the 
body,  and  what  are  their  functions  ? 
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THe   Midwife. 


THE    PRACTISING   MIDWIFE. 


Local  Supervising  Authorities,  which  frequently 
means  in  actual  fact  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 


Miss  GiUigan,  whose  remarks  on  Midwives  in 
Antiquity  at  the  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Confer- 
ence we  printed  in  our  last  issue,  had  much  of 
interest  to  say  also  in  regard  to  the  practising 
midwife.  The  name  of  midwife  is  synonymous 
with  that  of  the  German  "  Birth  helper,"  the 
Italian  "  Deliverer,"  and  the  French  "  Wise- 
woman,"  and  is  a  Middle  English  term  made  up 
from  the  preposition  "  Med,"  equals  with,  and  the 
substantive  "  Wyf,"  equals  woman.  It  is  interest- 
ing to  compare  the  meaning  of  this  homely  term 
for  such  a  utilitarian  person  with  that  of  the  male 
specialist,  "  obstetrician,"  derived  from  the  Latin, 
and  meaning,  literally,  one  who  stands  in  front. 

The  midwife  is  unique  among  professional 
workers  because  she  is  responsible  for  at  least  two 
hves  for  ten  days.  Like  a  doctor,  she  "  dehvers  " 
the  patient ;  she  also  attends  upon  the  patient 
and  infant.  The  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  to  which  she  is  subject  regulate  her  training, 
examination,  practise,  inspection,  and  removal 
from  the  RoU.  Midwives  attend  about  80  per 
cent,  of  the  total  births.  Unlike  doctors,  they 
may  not  employ  an  unqualified  substitute  The 
RoU  of  Midwives  contains  upwards  of  50,000 
names,  yet  only  51  cases  were  tried  by  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  in  1921,  and  of  these  only  27  were 
struck  off  the  Roll. 

The  Central  Midwives,  Board  being  recently 
petitioned  by  the  Federation  of  Medical  Women 
and  others  to  prevent  to  Midwives  the  use  of 
opium  and  pituitrin,  replied  it  had  never  known 
a  midwife  to  use  a  drug  improperly. 

Miss  GiUigan  says  that  graduaUy  the  influence, 
the  status,  and  the  income  of  the  midwife  in  this 
country  wUl  be  raised.  Amongst  the  means  to 
accomplish  this  end  are,  she  considers  : — Longer 
training,  given  by  more  efficient  trainers.  There 
ought  to  be  a  higher  standard  of  education,  and 
definite  qualifications  for  the  high  and  responsible 
task  of  training  of  midwives.  Post-graduate 
courses  to  midwives  whose  names  are  already  on 
the  RoU,  such  as  have  been  organised  by  the  L.C.C. 
and  various  training  schools.  The  slackness  of 
many  of  the  profession  in  availing  themselves  of 
opportunities  offered  is  regrettable.  They  are 
content  to  go  on  in  the  old-fashioned  grooves, 
unprogressive,  ultra  conservative.  Improved 
economic  conditions. 

The  keeping  of  the  C.M.B.  Rules  and  the 
inspection  of  midwifery  are,  she  points  out, 
intended  alike  for  the  safety  of  the  pubUc  and  the 
midwife.  Midwives  can  have  no  complaint  against 
the  Central  Midwives  Board,  consisting  as  it  does 
of  well-known  experts  accredited  to  it  from  bodies 
of  experts.  The  Local  Authorities  (such  as  the 
L.C.C.  and  the  County  CouncUs)  are  the  midwives' 


OBSTETRICAL    SHOCK. 


Various  accidents,  due  to  political  unsettlement, 
have  hitherto  prevented  reaching  this  country  any 
report  of  the  Obstetrical  Section  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Medicine  in  Ireland  held  last  Decem- 
ber, rhe  Lancet  now  gives  the  foUowingjinteresting 
report.  "  At  this  meeting.  Prof.  Hastings  Tweedy 
made  an  important  communication  upon  obstet- 
rical shock.  H.  H.  Dale  and  other  workers  had, 
he  said,  conclusively  proved  that  a  poison  gener- 
ated in  bruised  muscle  was  a  potent  factor  in 
obstetrical  shock.  Other  protein  material  could 
generate  this  poison  and  obstetricians  had  every 
opportunity  of  observing  that  it  could  arise  in 
freshly  effused  blood.  Ruptured  tubal  pregnancy, 
concealed  accidental  haemorrhage,  and  haematoma 
of  the  vulva  all  suppUed  evidence  of  this  fact. 
Liquid  blood  was  more  poisonous  than  that  which 
was  clotted  and  thus  hoematocele  could  be  ac- 
counted for.  If  the  woman  survived  the  initial 
toxic  dose  the  blood  would  have  time  to  clot. 
Shock  was  associated  with  a  general  elongation  of 
aU  muscle  fibres.  The  pupils,  the  anus,  the 
bladder,  the  intestines,  and  the  cheeks  demon- 
strated this.  The  veins,  and  at  a  later  stage  the 
arteries,  seemed  to  be  also  affected  ;  indeed,  a 
great  dilatation  in  the  capillaries  and  veins  might 
account  for  the  phenomena  of  shock.  In  the 
uterus  this  elongation  was  better  demonstrated 
than  in  any  other  organ,  and  the  condition  was 
evidently  one  of  "  retraction  reversed."  Contrac- 
tion, a  temporary  shortening  of  muscle  fibre,  was 
under  the  control  of  the  nervous  system  ;  retrac- 
tion was  a  property  inherent  to  the  muscle  itself ; 
it  took  place  in  a  flabby  inert  muscle  and  was 
the  chief  factor  in  preventing  haemorrhage.  The 
process  was  slowly  reversed  during  the  growth  of 
a  pregnant  uterus  and  rapidly  reversed  in  shock. 
Accidental  haemorrhage,  Prof.  Tweedy  contended, 
was  of  toxic  origin  ;  if  the  blood  did  not  quickly 
escape  its  products  caused  shock,  which  led  to 
dilatation  of  the  uterus.  The  condition  was, 
therefore,  not  due  to  a  diseased  atonic  uterus,  and 
the  faUacy  of  hysterectomy  for  its  relief  was  ap- 
parent. Caesarean  section,  with  a  smaller  mortality, 
was  more  effective  in  the  control  of  haemorrhage. 
Uterine  inertia  was  no  contra-indication  for 
deUvery  by  forceps,  for  inertia  was  no  bar  to 
retraction.  It  was  shock  and  not  inertia  that  was 
to  be  dreaded.  Lastly,  Prof.  Tweedy  reminded  his 
hearers  that  the  '  retraction  reversed  '  fibre  was 
quite  capable  of  contraction,  and  this  was  probably 
the  condition  found  in  the  arteries  during  the 
early  stages  of  shock." 
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EDITORIAL. 

MAY  DAY,  1922— WHERE  IS  MERRIE 
ENGLAND? 

During-  the  years  of  the  war  we  watched, 
often  with  ming-led  feeling-s,  cornpanies  of 
khaki-clad  men  pass  along-  our  streets,  well 
fed,  comfortably  clothed,  marching-  withi  a 
swing,  in  the  eyes  of  many  of  them  the  exalta- 
tion spring^ing^  from  the  inspiration  of  a  great 
ideal.  Voluntarily  they  went,  at  g-reat  peril, 
to  fig-ht  for  the  freedom  of  the  world,  for  the 
defence  of  Empire  and  home.  Our  hearts 
were  sad  as  we  realised  that  many  would  not 
return,  while  we  knew  that  the  honour  of  their 
country  was  safe  in  their  keeping-.  All  the 
world  knows  what  proof  they  g^ave  of  their 
manhood,  with  what  indomitable  courag-e  they 
faced  the  enemy,  with  what  g-aiety  they  made 
lig-ht  of  hardship.  In  their  hearts  was  the 
belief  in  ultimate  victory  over  the  enemy,  and 
they  looked  forward  with  confidence  to  re- 
turning- to  homes  "  fit  for  heroes  to  live  in." 

On  Monday  last  a  procession  including 
many  of  the  same  men  passed  along-  Oxford 
Street,  in  fours  as  of  old,  and  with  banners 
and  flag's  flyingf.  But  what  a  difference  !  Rank 
upon  rank  of  shabby,  ill  clad,  spiritless,  g-aunt, 
hung-ry  men,  in  their  eyes  the  hopelessness  of 
these  deprived  of  the  power  of  self-support, 
the  power  to  support  their  nearest  and  dearest. 
It  was  not  good  to  look  upon  the  faces  of  those 
men  who  marched  down  Oxford  Street, 
wearily,  hopelessly,  police  at  intervals  on  either 
side ;  and  in  w^ag-ons  in  the  rear,  not  the  im- 
pedimenta accompanying-  men  proceeding"  on 
active  service,  but  women  and  little  children, 
wives  and  families  of  some  of  those  who  were 
demonstrating-  in  so  peaceable  and  orderly  a 
fashion. 

None  better  than  nurses  know  the  British 
working:  man — his  sturdy  independence,  his 
strong"  sense,  his  patience — and  we  hope  that 
even  througfh  the  present  troubles  he  will  hold 
on  undaunted  until  the  dawn  of  a  brig^hter  day. 
But    need    we    be    surprised    if    alien    revolu- 


tionaries find  the  moment  oppjortune  for  sowing- 
their  insidious  seed,  that,  as  a  contemporary 
points  out,  "  many  are  working-  hard  to  stir 
up  the  spirit  of  revolution  in  this  country,  and 
that  they  mean  by  revolution  the  real  authentic 
thing- — burning-  houses,  looted  shops,  and 
dead  men  in  plenty  in  the  streets." 

There  are  in  our  view^  none  who  render  g^reater 
social  service  than  those  members  of  our  pro^ 
fession  who  live  among;  the  poor,  and  bring-  to 
them  the  practical  help  and  sympathy  which 
never  fails  of  a  response,  and  which  is  a  power- 
ful agent  in  allaying-  class  hatred. 

A  striking-  example  of  this  is  the  work  of 
the  East  End  Mothers  Home.  Listen  to  what 
the  Resident  Lady  Superintendent,  Miss 
Marg-aret  Anderson,  writes  in  her  Report  for 
1 92 1.  "  The  social  condition  of  our  people 
does  not  improve.  The  homes  g^et  yearly 
poorer  and  barer.  The  usual  occupation  of  the 
husband  is  '  looking"  for  work. '  Twenty-five 
per  cent,  of  the  men  are  receiving-  the  unem- 
ployment benefit,  25  per  cent,  are  doing-  casual 
w  ork,  while  the  remainder  are  on  the  parish 
dole.  It  is  an  appalling-  state  of  affairs,  and 
sad  to  witness  the  downfall  of  those  upstand- 
ing- men  who  returned  from  the  war  full  of 
pride  and  energ-y,  eager  to  work,  now  fast 
receding-  into  the  ranks  of  the  unemployable. 
Nothing-  saps  energfy  and  life  like  dependence 
on  others,  and  many  hig-hly  respectable  work- 
ing- people  have  either  to  starve  or  g-o  on  the 
parish,  with  disastrous  result  to  their  moralte, 
poor  souls.  There  is  apparently  no  immediate 
prospect  of  hauling-  them  out  of  this  sloug-h  of 
despond  and  setting-  their  feet  upon  firm 
g-round." 

What  is  true  of  the  East  End  of  London  is 
true  of  many  other  districts.  What  do  we 
mean  to  do  to  redeem  the  pledgfes  g-iven  to  the 
men  who  saved  this  country  from  the  fate  of 
Belg'ium  and  the  invaded  provinces  of  France? 
Both  honour  and  public  safety  demand  that 
present  conditions  should  not  continue,  lest  in 
their  despair  their  eyes  turn  to  the  Eldorado 
promised  by  alien  agfitators  seeking  the  hurt 
of  this  country  and  Empire. 
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OUR     PRIZE   COMPETITION. 


WHEN    A    CHILD    IS      IN     A     STATB     OF     APPARENT 

ASPHYXIA  DESCRIBE  HOW  YOU  WOULD  ENDEAVOUR 

TO    ESTABLISH     REGULAR    RESPIRATION? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Cross,  Woolwich 
Home  for  Ailing  Babies,  Eglinton  Road, 
Plumstead,  S.E.18. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

The  most  common  asphyxia  in  a  child  is 
"Asphyxia  Neonatorum"  (asphyxia  or  suffo- 
cation of  the  newly-born),  caused  by  interfer- 
ence with  the  foetal  circulation  due  to  : 

1.  Premature  separation  of  the  placenta. 

2.  Pressure  on  the  head  or  cord, 

3.  Interference  with  respiration  due  to  pre- 
mature efforts  at  breathing,  especially  in  a 
breech  presentation,  or  to  obstructed  respira- 
tion. 

Asphyxia  neonatorum  is  of  two  kinds — 
white  asphyxia,  or  "asphyxia  pallida";  blue 
asphyxia,  or  "asphyxia  livida."  White 
asphyxia  is  the  most  dangerous  to  the  child  ; 
when  born  it  is  white  all  over  andi  very  limp, 
makes  no  attempt  to  breathe,  cord  pulsating 
weakly  if  at  all,  face  still  and  motionless. 

Treatment. — In  the  absence  of  medical 
assistance  handle  the  child  as  gently  as  pos- 
sible;  the  cord  should  be  tied  and  divided 
immediately ;  all  mucus  removed  from  the 
mouth  and  nose.  At  once  start  artificial 
respiration,  Sylvester's  method,  as  follows: 
Place  the  child  on  its  back  on  a  warm  blanket, 
with  the  head  well  back;  get  assistance  if 
possible  to  take  hold  of  the  infant's  feet;  the 
tongue  must  be  pulled  out.  Stand  behind  the 
child,  take  hold  of  both  elbows,  then  draw 
the  arms  above  the  head  with  a  sweeping 
movement  outwards  as  far  as  they  will  come. 
Hold  them  in  this  position  whilst  counting 
two,  then  carry  them  down  to  the  sides  again, 
and  press  them  firmly  on  the  ribs  whilst  count- 
ing two  more ;  continue  these  movements  regu- 
larly at  the  rate  of  twenty  to  thirty  a  minute 
or  until  breathing  commences.  If  this  fails, 
one  might  try  placing  a  clean  handkerchief 
over  the  baby's  mouth  and  blowing  down  its 
throat. 

Place  the  child  in  a  hot  bath  (temperature 
100°  F.) ;  after  it  has  been  immersed  for  a 
few  seconds  remove  and  dry  and  again  per- 
form Svlvester's  method  of  artificial  respira- 
tion. Feel  if  the  heart  is  beating ;  if  so,  con- 
tinue the  hot  bath  and  artificial  respiration 
alternately.  The  infant  must  be  kept  as  warm 
as  possible,  and  a  few  drops  of  brandy  may 


be  poured  down  its  throat.  When  the  child 
starts  to  breathe  it  should  be  placed  in  a  tepid 
bath  alternately  with  the  hot  until  it  changes 
colour.  Never  give  up  performing  artificial 
respiration  until  the  heart  of  the  infant  has 
ceased  to  beat  altogether  for  some  time.  In- 
fants have  often  been  rescued  after  thirty  or 
sixty  minutes'  treatment.  Respiration  being 
well  established,  the  baby  should  be  warmly 
wrapped  up  and  placed  on  its  side,  and  care- 
fully watched  in  case  it  should  have  a  relapse. 

In  blue  asphyxia  the  child  is  born  cyanosed, 
firm,  tries  to  breathe,  umbilical  cord  pulsating 
strongly  and  regularly,  facial  contortions  pre- 
sent. 

Treainient. — Turn  infant  on  to  its  abdomen, 
clear  air  passages,  encourage  respiration  by 
smacking  the  buttocks,  or  rubbing  the  spine 
briskly  with  cold  water,  which  nearly  always 
brings  the  infant  round.  If  this  fails  the  cord 
must  be  at  once  tied  and  the  infant  separated; 
perform  artificial  respiration  alternately  with  a 
hot  bath,  rub  the  chest  with  brandy ;  an  ounce 
of  saline  or  plain  sterile  warm  water  can  be 
injected  into  the  rectum  whilst  in  the  bath. 

Asphyxia  may  also  be  caused  by  escape  of 
ordinary  gas,  smoke  from  a  burning  house, 
fumes  from  a  well  or  sewer  containing  car- 
bonic acid  gas,  or  carbon  monoxide  from 
mines,  drowning,  or  from  strangulation  by 
hanging. 

The  treatment  will  be  similar  in  each  case  : 
loosen  garments  round  the  neck  and  waist,  see 
all  air  passages  are  free,  remove  to  fresh  air 
if  possible,  commence  artificial  respiration  at 
once,  get  medical  aid. 

After-treatment  consists  of  rest  in  bed, 
warmth,  fresh  air,  and  good  food.  A  strict 
look-out  for  relapses  and  complications,  such 
as  pleurisy,  pneumonia,  and  heart  trouble. 

Asphyxiation  may  be  caused  by  choking, 
from  a  foreign  body  getting  into  the  trachea,  or 
what  is  commonly  spoken  of  as  something 
going  the  wrong  way.  Hold  the  child  up  by 
the  legs,  with  the  head  hanging  down. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  M.  M.  Beilby,  Miss  J. 
Adams,  Miss  N.  Thornton,  Miss  P.  Thomson, 
Miss  James. 

Miss  Bielby  writes:  "Blue  asphyxia  is  a 
common  result  of  prolapsed  cord,  and  the  con- 
sequent pressure  upon  the  cord,  which:  inter- 
rupts circulation.     This  is  thei  simplest  form.'^ 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

What  are  the  principal  glands  of  the  body, 
and  what  are  their  functions? 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


We  desire  to  remind  our  readers  that  appli- 
cations for  the  fK>st  of  District  Superintendent 
for  the  Montreal  Association  of  the  Victorian 
Order  of  Nurses  for  Canada,  particulars  con- 
cerning- which  appear  on  page  i  of  our  adver- 
tisement supplement,  should  be  sent  in  to  Mrs. 
Reford,  c/o  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  431, 
Oxford  Street,  London,  W.  i,  not  later  than 
May  8th.  The  appointment  is  an  attractive 
one,  affording-  scope  for  a  woman  of  ability 
and  executive  capacity.  The  salary  is  equiva- 
lent to  ;i(^468  in  Eng-lish  money. 


The  public  is  still  worrying-  in  the  Times 
what  to  dc  with  sons  and  daughters.  Why 
not  let  thtm  "  do  "  for  themselves?  A  Mother 
writes  : — 

"  I  was  extremely  interested  in  the  letter  written 
by  a  late  St.  Bartholomew's  nurse  in  The  Times  on 
the  subject  of  'Our  Daughters'  Careers.'  Would 
that  a  Florence  Nightingale  would  arise  to  cham- 
pion the  cause  of  the  nurse  as  that  great  lady  did 
that  of  the  sick  and  wounded.  My  own  daughter, 
educated  at  a  public  school,  the  child  of  a  medical 
man,  and  possessed  of  a  good  brain,  quick  sym- 
pathy, and  splendid  health,  chose  to  go  as  a  nurse 
*o  one  of  our  largest  hospitals.  The  result  is  that 
half  way  through  her  training  she  is  absolutely  dis- 
couraged. The  amount  of  menial  work  demanded, 
the  long  hours  of  continuous  standing  and  scurry- 
ing hither  and  thither,  the  complete  lack  of  social 
amenities,  and  the  extremely  poor  prospects  as  re- 
gards pay  and  social  status  demand  that  a  girl 
should  possess  the  temperament  of  a  martyr  before 
she  enters  upon  such  a  life  of  self-abnegation ;  a 
nun's  is  easy  compared  with  a  nurse's,  because  she 
does  not  have  to  slave  as  well  as  deny  herself." 

,  All  this  will  continue  until  the  nurses  them- 
selves combine  to  better  conditions.  At  pre- 
sent they  are  the  most  spiritless  class  of 
workers  in  the  country.  Nothing  has  amazed 
us  more  than  the  ruthless  attitude  of  autocracy 
assumed  by  the  ' '  combine ' '  on  the  G.  N.  C.  The 
bitter  animus  with  which  we  and  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  have  been  maligned  and 
persecuted  because  we  opposed  the  policv  to 
depreciate  the  status  of  reg-istered  nurses,  and 
deprive  them  of  power  in  their  own  Council, 
is  a  disg'race  to  civilisation. 


News  comes  from  Florence  that  Miss  Villiers 
is  enjoying  a  lovely  holiday  in  Italy,  and  well 
she  deserves  it  after  her  strenuous  year's  work 
as  Matron,  and  her  conscientious  performance 
of  duty  as  a  member  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  where  her  vote  has  always  been  cast 


in  support  of  efficiency  and  in  the  best  interests 
of  the  Nursing  Profession.  The  g^ross  insult 
offered  to  Miss  Villiers,  and  through  her  to 
every  Fever  Nurse  in  the  country,  by  removing- 
her  from  the  Standings  Committee  on  Educa- 
tion and  Examination,  to  make  a  place  for 
a  woman  of  social  influence,  would  amaze 
nurses  in  any  other  country  than  this,  where 
such  persons  arrogate  to  themselves  the 
rigfht  to  dictate  to  hig-hly  educated  expert  pro- 
fessional women,  who  earn  an  honourable  living, 
and  contribute  to  the  nation's  wealth  and 
efficiency. 


At  a  meeting-  of  the  Hastings  Board  of 
Guardians  recently  it  was  decided  to  refer  to 
a  Committee  consideration  of  a  suggestion  by 
the  Clerk  that  three  nurses  who  had  been  ap^ 
pointed  at  the  last  meeting  and  had  declined  to 
take  up  the  posts,  should  be  required  to  pay 
a  month's  salary.  It  was  sug-g-ested  by  Coun- 
cillor Henbrey  that  most  of  the  applications 
they  recelived  were  merely  "  levers  to  gfet  in- 
creases. ' '  We  are  of  opinion  that  nurses  should 
realise  that  a  business  contract  is  binding-,  and 
that  it  is  not  only  a  matter  of  business,  but 
a  matter  of  honour  to  take  up  an  appointment 
when  accepted. 


At  the  close  of  an  inquest  at  Manchester 
last  week  on  a  patient  who  died  at  the  Crumj> 
sall  Institution  after  fallingf  out  of  bed,  a 
coroner's  official  reported  that  the  nurse,  who 
had  given  evidence  in  the  case,  refused  to  sign 
her  statement.  Nurse  Shanahan,  in  extenua- 
tion, said  she  objected  tO'  the  way  in  which  the 
inspector  had  addressed  her. 

The  Coroner,  addressing-  the  nurse,  said  : 
"  I  have  been  shocked  by  your  behaviour  to- 
day, and  I  saw  you  laug^hingf  with  another 
nurse.  I  don't  think  you  are  fit  to  be  a  nurse 
if  you  behave  in  this  manner,  when  an  inquiry 
is  being-  made  into  someone's  death.  In  not 
signing  your  evidence  and  going-  away  you 
have  behaved  very  badly." 

The  nurse  left  the  court  after  signing  the 
depositions. 

It  seems  almost  impossible  that  a  nurse 
should  behave  in  the  manner  described,  and 
bring  down  upon  herself  a  well-merited  rebuke 
from  the  coroner. 


It  is  incredible  that  Miss  George,  the  villagfe 
nurse  who  went  to  care  for  the  dying  child 
of  the  landlady  of  the  local  inn  at  WeMow,  near 
Bath,  should  have  lost  her  appointment  be- 
cause tongues  waggled  so  busily  on  the  subject 
of  her  frequenting-  an  undesirable  place.     Yet 
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it  is  credibly  asserted  that  this  happened,  and 
leading"  residents  have  shown  their  sympathy 
with  her  by  presenting-  her  with  a  g"oId  bracelet, 
a  wristlet  watch,  a  handbag,  and  a  purse  of 
money  subscribed  for  by  almost  every  family 
in  the  countryside. 

The  Vicar  of  Wellow,  who  presided,  said  he 
could  hardly  realise  people  had  been  so  unjust 
and  unfair  as  to  treat  a  woman  as  Nurse 
George  had  been  treated,  and  the  Vicar's  wife, 
who  made  the  presentation,  said  :  "  Our  little 
nurse  has  been  an  ang-el  of  mercy.  She  did  not 
keep  her  relig-ion  for  Sundays  only,  but  carried 
Christianity  into  her  daily  work.  We  all  know 
what  a  small  villag-e  is,  and  how  people  will 
gfossip.  It  was  said  the  nurse  was  in  the  habit 
of  sitting-  in  an  undesirable  place.  That  was 
untrue.  She  went  to  a  public-house,  but  it  was 
to  Slit  at  the  bedside  of  a  dying  child." 

It  was  announced,  amid  cheers,  that  Mrs. 
Cooke  Hurle,  head  of  the  Somerset  Nursing- 
Association,  had  offered  Nurse  Georg^e  a  good 
position. 


We  fear  the  short-term  training-  of  "  Nurse 
Attendants  "  in  Canada  and  the  United  States, 
who  are  "registered,"  is  going-  to  undercut 
standards  and  fees  for  genuine  professional 
nurses.  When  the  arrangement  was  ag-reed 
we  felt  sure  that  the  profession  was  trifling 
with  its  economic  •stability.  We  note  from  our 
press  cutting^s  from  abroad  that  these  "atten- 
dants "  have  assumed  the  complete  white 
uniform  of  the  professional  nurse.  The  Young 
Women's  Christian  Association  is  responsible 
for  turning  out  these  "graduates"  in  Mont- 
reail,  but  we  are  told  "  their  training  is  not 
considered  complete  until  they  have  been  in 
attendance  upon  a  certain  number  of  patients." 
Let  us  hope  such  patients  are  not  charged  for 
"  trained  "  services. 


The  Federation  of  Women's  Clubs  in  the 
U.S.A.  urges  members  to  encourage  young 
women  to  take  up  nursing,  and  we  are  glad 
to  note  that  Mrs.  Harry  G.  B.  Dayrell,  of 
New  York,  writes  : — 

"  Do  not  encourag-e  young  women  in  taking 
short  courses  of  a  few  weeks  or  months,  but 
urge  training  in  a  reputable  nursing-  school. 
Do  help  recruit  for  nursing,  but  look  for  the 
candidate  with  the  necessary  qualifications, 
remembering  that  to  make  a  good  nurse  one 
musit  have  an  alert  and  understanding-  mind, 
good  judgment,  refined  and  wholesome  taste. 

"  No  diploma  is  a  guarantee  of  these  quali- 
fications, but  we  know  they  are  rarely  found 


except  among  women  with  a  fair  amount  of 
education  who  have  had  the  advantagfes  of  a 
good  home. 

"  Clubwomen,  encourage  your  young  friends 
and  daughters  to  prepare  themselves  for  nurs- 
ing-, because  :  (i)  It  is  a  woman's  profession, 
which  offers  opportunities  to  educated,  socially 
minded  young  women.  (2)  It  is  a  profession 
which  educates  for  life.  Every  normal  girl 
looks  forward  to  a  home  and  her  own  children. 
A  nurse-mother  is  equipped  with  an  invaluable 
education  for  her  profession  of  home-making- 
and  motherhood.  (3)  The  public  health  nurse 
and  nurse  citizen  becomes  familiar  with  all  the 
problems  of  poverty  and  ignorance  as  well  as 
those  of  disease,  and  has  an  enviable  back- 
ground of  knowledge  for  civic  work.  (4)  When 
the  nurse's  training  is  finished  she  can  begin 
her  work  at  once,  and  does  not  have  to  face 
competition  with  men.  As  long-  as  health  lasts 
she  has  an  assured  income." 

Very  sound  reasons  indeed. 

Would  that  our  own  Clubwomen  could 
realise  the  value  of  trained  nursing-  instead  of 
pushing  V.A.D.s,  and  depreciating!  know- 
ledg-e  and  skill  by  excluding-  trained  nurses,  as 
such,  from  membership. 


INTERNATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  NURSES. 


We  know  that  after  years  of  strug-gfle  in 
attempting  to  raise,  the  standard  of  Nursing- 
in  Belg"ium,  a  Bill  has  settled  the  question  that 
all  nurses  shall  henceforth  g-o  throug-b  three 
years  of  training-  before  being-  qualified  for 
Reg-i  strati  on,  and  we  may  rejoice  to  know  that 
the  Federation  Nationale  des  Infirmi^resi  Beiges, 
which  united  nursing"  org-anisations  after  the 
war  and  which  has  headquarters  at  Brussels, 
is  actively  engfagfed  in  educating^  puiblic  and 
medical  opinion  on  the  necessity  for  long-  pro- 
fessional education. 

This  Federation  is  now  most  anxious  to  join 
the  International  Council  of  Nurses,  and  the 
Danish  Council  of  Nurses  has  invited  four  re- 
presentatives to  attend  the  meeting-  of  the 
International  Council  at  Copenhagen  on  May 
22nd  to  24thi  as  visitors.  A  leader  of  the 
Federation  writes  us:  "  We  are  very  anxious 
to  be  allowed  to  join  the  International  Council. 
We  feel  that  if  we  were  admitted  it  would  be 
the  greatest  step  ever  taken  in  raisiing-  the 
status  of  Nursing-  in  Belg-ium." 

Wei  feel  surei  a  very  warm  welcome  awaits  our 
Belgian  colleagues  in  the  International  from 
British  and  American  nurses. 
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THE    REGISTERED    NURSES    PARL1A= 
MENTARY    COUNCIL. 


A  largely  attended,  earnest,  and  enthusiastic 
meeting  of  the  Registered  Nurses  Parliamentary 
Council  was  held  at  431,  Oxford  Street,  London, 
W.,  on  Saturday  last,  April  29th,  at  which  Coun- 
cillor Beatrice  Kent  presided.  A  large  amount  of 
business  was  discussed  and  put  through. 

Correspondence. 

A  number  of  letters  from  heads  of  Government 
Departments  and  Members  of  Parliament  were 
presented  by  the  Hon.  Secretary. 

Many  letters  of  regret  at  inability  to  attend 
were  received. 

Miss  L.  C.  Cooper  wrote  : — 

"  I  sincerely  hope  our  Members  of  Parliament 
will  be  able  to  see  before  too  late  the  injustice 
to  our  profession  if  the  medical  men  and  laity 
are  still  to  govern  us.  Who  have  the  medical 
profession  to  govern  them  in  their  Councils  ? 
Not  nurses  or  the  outside  public.  Therefore  why 
should  they  be  thrust  on  us  ?" 

Letter  sent  by  Councillor  Beatrice  Kent,  Presi- 
dent OF  the  Registered  Nurses'  Parliamentary 
Council  to  the  Minister  of  Health. 

The  following  letter,  sent  by  the  President  to 
the  Minister  of  Health,  was  read,  and  is  here 
printed  by  s  pecial  request : — 

431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.r, 

March  28th,  1922 . 
To  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Alfred  Mend. 

Sir, — I  was  in  the  Members'  Gallery  of  the  House  of 
Commons  on  Wednesday  night,  March  22,  when 
Major  Bamett  moved  an  address  to  His  Majesty  to 
annul  the  new  Rules  passed  by  the  majority  on  the 
General  Nursing  Council. 

It  was  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  hear  the  subject 

matter  of  actions,  fundamentally  and  morally  wrong, 

exposed   to  the  light  of  criticism  in   "  The   People's 

House."     Allow  me  to  draw  your  attention  to  a  few 

^     important  facts  : — 

(i)  The  Nurses'  Registration  Act  for  England  and 
Wales  was  placed  on  the  Statute  Book  for  two  specific 
purposes  :  (a)  For  the  benefit  of  the  sick  public,  and  (6) 
to  safeguard  the  interests  of  trained  nurses.  Any 
attempt  to  disregard  these  principles  must  and  will  be 
resisted  by  conscientious  persons  on  the  General  Nursing 
Council. 

To  call  such  resistance  a  "  mare's  nest  "  will  not 
dispose  of  a  matter  of  such  vital  importance. 

(2)  There  is  no  "  Royal  College  of  Nurses  "  as  you 
stated  in  the  House,  but  there  is  a  limited  liability 
company  called  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  Also  there 
is  a  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association,  the  only  Associa- 
tion of  Nurses  possessing  a  Royal  Charter,  and  which 
was  in  existence  many  years  before  the  Company 
alluded  to  was  heard  of. 

(3)  The  Register  of  the  College  of  Nursing  is  valueless 
in  respect  of  Rule  qa,  for  the  following  reason  :— The 
names  of  persons  not  holding  certificates  of  professional 
proficiency  are  entered  upon  the  Register  as  possessing 
them  ;  therefore,  in  view  of  this  fact,  we  hold  the  view, 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  is 


not  competent  to  determine  by  a  signed  declaration 
to  the  General  Nursing  Council,  whether  or  not  a 
nurse  is  eUgible  for  the  State  Register,  therefore  : — • 

(4)  Rule  9 A  is  quite  obviously  open  to  many  abuses. 

(5)  The  Nurses'  Registration  Act  for  England  and 
Wales  has  been  violated  by  the  majority  on  the  General 
Nursing  Council.  See  Section  6  (3)  and  Major  Barnett's 
speech  proving  it. 

(6)  You  remarked  in  the  House  that :  "  The  New 
Rule  (9a)  neither  raises  nor  lowers  the  standard  of 
qualifications."  No,  not  in  a  direct  manner,  but  it 
makes  it  easily  possible  for  persons,  not  having  the 
necessary  qualifications,  to  be  placed  on  the  Register, 
as  I  have  just  proved  to  you. 

Of  the  many  things  that  astonished  me,  which  were 
spoken  in  the  House  on  the  night  in  question,  two 
remarks  from  yourself  stand  out  in  my  memory  as 
supremely  amazing,  namely  : — {a)  "  I  have  now  an 
able  chairman  and  I  have  got  the  bulk  of  the  Committee 
to  go  back  on  the  understanding  that  I  would  support 
them." 

The  impUcation  of  your  words  is  quite  unmistakable  • 
You  consented  to  receive  a  deputation  from  a  Statutory 
Council,  who  came  to  you  without  the  knowledge  or 
consent  of  their  colleagues,  and  you  promised  to  support 
them  !  Persons  who  went  on  strike  for  ten  weeks,  and 
by  making  a  quorum  impossible,  prevented  the  con- 
scientious minority  from  doing  their  duty  !  And  you 
are  surprised.  Sir,  that  nurses  are  not  coming  on  to 
the  Register  ! 

Your  other  astonishing  revelation  was  that  you 
threatened  the  House  that  you  would  move  to  repeal 
the  Act  ! 

If  our  form  of  Government  has  become  a  dictatorship, 
the  electors  must  know  it  and  insist  upon  constitution- 
alism, otherwise  the  •oft-threatened  revolution  will 
certainly  come. 

I  remain.  Sir,  yours  truly, 

Beatrice  Kent. 

The  attention  of  the  Council  was  drawn  to  the 
fact  that  Lieut.-Col.  Leslie  O.  Wilson,  who  acted 
as  one  of  the  tellers  for  the  Noes  in  the  House 
of  Commons  on  March  22  nd  in  the  division  on 
Major  Barnett's  motion  "  that  an  humble  address 
be  presented  to  His  Majesty  praying  that  two  new 
Rules  of  the  General  Nursing  Council,  Rules  qa 
and  43  (2)  may  be  annulled,"  proposed  to  contest 
the  St.  George's  Division  of  Westminster,  in  which 
the  headquarters  of  the  Registered  Nurses  Parlia- 
mentary Council  are  situated,  at  the  next  General 
Election. 

In  view  of  the  fact  of  this  active  opposition  of 
Colonel  Wilson  to  the  interests  of  the  nurses,  it 
was  decided  that  the  policy  of  the  Council  should 
be  to  oppose  his  candidature,  and  to  support  that 
of  the  present  member,  Mr.  James  Monteith 
Erskine,  who  went  into  the  Division  Lobby  with 
Major  Barnett. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
Mr.  Erskine,  in  an  address  to  his  constituents, 
writes  :  "  You  have  to  choose  between  myself 
(a  Conservative  independent  of  the  Coalition)  and 
a  St.  George's  man  with  no  personal  axe  to  grind, 
as  against  a  Lloyd  George  Conservative  who  is 
an  utter  stranger  to  the  constituency,  and  who 
draws,  I  believe,  a  salary  of  ,1^2,000  a  year  to  help 
to  keep  the  Coalition  in  power." 
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Amended   Constitution. 

The  principal  item  on  the  Agenda  was  the 
consideration  of  an  amended  Constitution  and 
AppHcation  Form,  which,  after  full  discussion 
were  unanimously  adopted. 

Two  Resolutions,  passed  at  the  public  meeting 
of  Free  Nurses'  organisations  in  London  on  April 
8th,  were  received  as  follows  : — 

Resolution  I. 
That,  owing  to  the  determination  upon  the  part  of 
the  lay  and  medical  element  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  supported  by  the  College  Matrons,  to  deprive 
the  profession  of  nursing  of  expert  help  on  the  Standing 
Committees  of  the  Council,  the  members  of  the  free 
nurses'  organisations  affiliated  to  the  Central  Committee 
for  the  State  Registration  of  Nurses  invite  the  Regis- 
tered Nurses'  ParUamentary  Council  to  proceed  at  the 
earliest  possible  date  to  include  in  its  Constitution  the 
object  of  working  for  a  General  Nursing  Council  com- 
posed of  Registered  Nurses  upon  the  same  professional 
basis  as  that  of  the  General  Medical  Council,  which  can 
alone  secure  professional  self-government. 

Proposed  by  Mrs.  Paul,  Chairman  of  Council, 

Professional  Union  of  Trained  Nurses. 
Seconded    by   Miss    C.   A.   Little,  Member 
Royal  British  Nurses  Association. 

Resolution  II. 
That  the  members  of  the  free  nurses'  organisations 
present  at  this  meeting,  pledge  themselves  to  combine 
for  self  protection,  and  for  the  protection  of  such 
privileges  as  have  been  granted  them  by  Parliament 
in  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act.  And  they  hereby 
further  pledge  themselves  to  work  for  the  estabUshment 
of  a  Nursing  Council  composed  of  Registered  Nurses 
(analogous  to  the  General  Medical  Council  which  is 
composed  exclusively  of  Registered  Medical  Practi- 
tioners) for  the  organisation  and  self-government  of 
the  Nursing  Profession. 

Proposed  by  Miss  H.  L.  Pearse,  President  of 

National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses. 
Seconded  by  Miss  A.  E.  Hulme,  Hon.  Secre- 
tary, Matrons'  Council  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland. 

New  Object  No.  3. 

It  was  proposed  and  unanimously  agreed  that 
the  following  new  Object  should  be  added  to  the 
Objects  of  the  Council. 

3.  To  obtain  an  amendment  to  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Act,  1919  (Constitution  of  Council), 
providing  that  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales  shall  consist  of  Registered 
Nurses. 

The  Constitution,  as  amended,  was  unanimously 
adopted  as  follows  : — 

THE     REGISTERED    NURSES     PARLIA- 
MENTARY   COUNCIL. 

Office:    431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W.  i. 
{Founded  in  1902  as  the  Society  for  the  State  Regis- 
tration of  Trained  Nurses). 

The  Constitution. 

ARTICLE    I. 
Name. 
The  name  of  the  Society  shall  be  "  The  Regis- 
tered Nurses  Parliamentarv  Council." 


ARTICLE    II. 
Objects. 

1.  To  initiate,  if  necessary,  legislation  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Nursing  Profession. 

2.  To  consider,  and  take  action,  on  any  proposed 
legislation,  and  on  the  application  of  any  Act  of 
Parliament  affecting  the  Nursing  Profession. 

3.  To  obtain  an  amendment  to  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Act,  1919  (Constitution  of  Council), 
providing  that  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales  shall  consist  of  Registered 
Nurses. 

4.  To  consider  questions  of  National  Health 
before  Parliament. 

5.  To  use  and  support  the  British  Journal 
of  Nursing  as  the  official  organ  of  the  Council. 

ARTICLE    HI. 

Membership. 

Membership  is  open  to  all  Nurses  registered  by 
the  General  Nursing  Councils  of  England  and 
Wales,  Scotland,  and  Ireland. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

Hon,  Officers. 

The  Hon.  Officers  must  be  members  of  the 
Council,  and  there  shall  be  a  President,  five  Vice- 
Presidents,  and  an  Hon.  Secretary  who  shall  act 
as  Treasurer. 

ARTICLE    V. 

Election  of  Hon.  Officers. 

The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  and  the  Hon. 
Secretary  shall  be  elected  by  the  members  in 
Annual  Meeting  assembled,  and  shall  be  eligible 
for  re-election. 

ARTICLE    VI. 

Government — The  Executive  Committee. 

The  Council  shall  be  governed  by  an  Executive 
Committee  composed  of  the  Hon.  Officers,  and 
duly  appointed  Delegates  from  Sections  of  Nurses 
registered  on  the  General  Register  and  on  the  Supple- 
mentary Registers  of  Male,  Mental,  Sick  Children's 
and  Fever  Nurses,  4  to  be  nominated  by  the 
General  Nurses'  Section  and-  2  by  each  of  the 
Supplementary  Nurses'  Sections,  and  of  members 
specially  invited  to  act. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  elect  the 
members. 

ARTICLE    VIL 
Regulation  of  Business. 

The  members  shall  meet  annually,  and  from 
time  to  time  as  required. 

The  members  shall  at  the  Annual  Meeting  elect 
the  previously  nominated  Delegates  and  members, 
to  form  with  the  Hon.  Officers  the  Executive 
Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  monthly, 
or  as  often  as  required. 

Special  Meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee 
may  be  called  by  the  President  at  three  days' 
notice. 
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Emergency  Meetings  may  be  called  by  the 
President  to  deal  with  urgent  business  notified  on 
the  Agenda. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

Each  member  shall  pay  an  Annual  Subscription 
of  one  shilling,  payable  on  the  ist  of  January,  or  a 
composite  fee  of  five  shillings  for  five  years. 
Donations  will  be  gratefully  accepted. 

Officers  and  Committee. 

A  very  representative  list  of  Hon.  Officers, 
Official  Sectional  Delegates,  and  specially  invited 
members  were  nominated  to  form  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Council,  whose  names  will  be 
announced  later,  as  they  consent  to  act.  Many 
members  present  consented  to  act.  Councillor 
Beatrice  Kent  and  Miss  Margaret  Breay  remain 
President  and  Hon.  Secretary. 

The  Application  Form. 

The  Application  Form  was  agreed  and  together 
with  copies  of^the  Constitution  will  be  available 
at  an  early  date. 

Taxation  Without  Control. 

The  following  Resolution  was  agreed  unani- 
mously and  the  Hon.  Secretary  was  directed  to 
send  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Minister  of  Health  and  to 
the  Chairman  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales. 

"  That  the  members  of  the  Registered  Nurses 
Parliamentary  Council  very  strongly  object  that 
Registered  Nurses  should  be  compelled  to  finance  the 
attendance  and  other  expenses  of  the  lay  and  medical 
members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales,  whom  they  do  not  elect,  especially  as 
these  persons  have  now  monopolised  so  much 
power  on  the  Standing  Committees,  to  the  exclusion 
of  expert  nurses,  and  in  some  instances  have  to 
attend  such  Committees  weekly  from  long  distances, 
instead  of  the  monthly  Council  meetings  only. 

"  And  as  such  expenses  are  a  very  serious  tax  upon 
the  limited  resources  of  the  Registered  Nurses,  this 
Council  petitions  the  Minister  of  Health  to  take  into 
^  consideration,  at  the  earUest  possible  date,  the  advisa- 
bility of  the  expenses  of  the  nominated  lay  and  medical 
members  of  the  Council  being  charged  to  his  Depart- 
ment." 

Other  questions  of  great  interest  to  the  profession 
as  a  whole  were  informally  discussed,  and  the 
members  present  were  determined  to  claim  for  the 
Nursing  Profession  the  self-government  enjoyed 
by  other  professions  having  legal  status,  and  to 
oppose  by  every  means  in  their  power  any  further 
despotic  irregularities  upon  the  part  of  the  lay  and 
medical  members  of  the  nominated  General 
Nursing  Council,  whose  unconstitutional  conduct 
of  business,  and  neglect  in  the  supervision  of 
compiling  the  Nurses'  Statutory  Register,  was  in- 
dignantly condemned. 

It  was  agreed  to  hold  another  meeting  at  an 
early  date  to  receive  the  replies  from  Registered 
Nurses  nominated  as  officers  and  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Margaret  Breav,  Hon.  Secretary. 


NURSES   AND    UNEMPLOYMENT 
INSURANCE. 

We  note  that  Major  Barnett,  M.P.,  has  written 
to  the  Nursing  Mirror  to  correct  an  erroneous 
report  of  the  Parliamentary  Proceedings  of  the 
Committee  Stage  of  the  Unemployment  Insurance 
Bill,  published  in  that  paper  on  April  13  th. 

The  following  letter  appears  in  the  issue  of 
April  22nd  : — 

"  Major  R.  W.  Bamett,  M.P.,  writes  from  the 
House  of  Commons  :  '  Will  you  allow  me  to 
correct  an  error  which  has,  I  am  sure  unwittingly, 
crept  into  your  report  of  the  Parliamentary  pro- 
ceedings in  this  matter  ?  You  describe  the  pro- 
posed new  clause,  which  stood  in  the  names  of 
Captain  Elliot,  Mr.  Hopkins  and  myself,  as  '  a 
counter-amendment '  to  that  of  Mr.  Lyle.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  our  clause  to  exempt  registered 
nurses  and  nurse  probationers  from  unemploy- 
ment insurance  was  handed  in  at  the  Table  early 
on  Thursday,  March  30th,  and  officially  printed 
on  the  following  day,  while  it  was  only  on  the 
Saturday  that  Mr.  Lyle's  new  clause  (subsequently 
withdrawn)  appeared  for  the  first  time  on  the 
paper.  On  Monday,  April  3rd,  just  before  the 
Standing  Committee  met,  a  second  edition  of  Mr. 
Lyle's  clause  was  published,  which  adopted  the 
form  of  my  clause,  while  extending  to  all  '  female 
professional  nurses  '  the  exemption  from  unem- 
ployment insurance.  In  moving  my  clause  I 
expressly  stated  that,  if  the  Committee  thought 
it  too  narrow,  I  was  prepared  to  withdraw  it  in 
favour  of  the  wider  clause  moved  by  my  honourable 
friend,  the  Member  for  Stratford,  and  this  was 
eventually  done.  But  apart  from  the  difficulty 
of  defining  '  professional  nurses,'  it  must  be 
remembered  that — even  if  '  nurses  still  ineligible 
for  State  Registration  '  are  '  often  the  least  well 
paid  ' — it  was  at  least  open  to  argument  that 
this  class  might  benefit  from  Unemployment 
Insurance,  and  the  Minister  of  Labour  confirmed 
my  statement  that  700  nurses  are  actually  in  receipt 
of  unemployment  benefit  at  the  present  time." 

It  behoves  trade  nursing  journals  to  be  correct 
and  just ;  as  a  matter  of  fact  they  are  neither,  and 
Major  Barnett,  the  vigilant  friend  in  the  House 
of  Commons  in  regard  to  nurses  and  their  needs, 
has  been  constrained  to  point  out  the  error  which 
he  gallantly  refers  to  as  having  "  crept  into  "  the 
above  report. 

Major  Barnett  in  his  well  reasoned  letter  shows 
clearly  that  he  is  alive  not  only  to  the  interests 
of  trained  nurses,  but  to  the  prestige  of  Registered 
Nurses,  and  to  the  line  of  demarcation  there  must 
be  between  Registered  and  Unregistered  in  the 
near  future. 


To  commemorate  her  twenty-eight  years'  work 
among  the  miners  of  Newton  Cap,  Bishop  Auckland, 
Nurse  Violet  Wood  has  purchased  a  house  in 
.  Bridge  Street,  had  it  renovated  at  her  own  expense, 
and  given  it  to  the  Newton  Cap  Miners'  Lodge  as 
an  aged  miners'  home. 
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THIS    SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE   OFFICIAL    ORGAN    OF   THE   CORPORATION. 


ASSOCIATE    MEMBERS    OF 
R.B.N.A.     CLUB. 


THE 


The  Council  have  decided  that  nurses  in  training 
shall  be  eligible  for  election  as  Associate  Members 
of  the  Club  on  a  system  of  quarterly  payments 
extending  over  the  course  of  three  years'  general 
training.  The  sum  of  such  payments  shall  amount 
to  £5  5^-  (in  quarterly  instalments  of  8s.  gd.) 
or  ;^3  3s.  (in  quarterly  instalments  of  5s.  3d.). 
On  the  completion  of  her  training  a  nurse  shall, 
if  her  payments  have  reached  the  sum  of  five 
guineas,  be  eligible  for  election  as  a  Life  Member 
of  the  Association  and  an  Annual  Member  of  the 
Club  ;  or,  if  her  payments  amount  to  /3  3s.,  she 
shall  be  eligible  for  election  as  an  Annual  Member 
of  the  Association  and  of  the  Club,  without 
further  payment  in  either  case.  The  subscription 
for  the  first  year  of  Membership  of  the  Association 
and  that  of  the  first  year  of  Membership  of  the 
Club  is   included   in   the   above   payments. 

In  the  event  of  the  reports  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee being  such  as  to  lead  them  to  decline  a 
nurse's  application  for  Membership  at  the  close 
of  her  training,  one-third  of  the  amount,  sub- 
scribed by  her,  shall  be  returned.  Under  no  other 
condition  will  any  payments  be  refunded  ;  the 
Council  feel  that  the  above  proportion  is  a  fair 
one  to  decide  upon,  as  a  candidate,  although 
unsuccessful  in  attaining  to  full  membership,  will 
have  had  the  privilege  of  using  the  Club  during 
her  years  of  training. 


A  PRETTY  WEDDING. 

The  Club  at  Queen's  Gate  was  en  fete  on  Thursday 
April  27th  for  the  wedding  of  Miss  Sansbury  and 
Mr.  James  Roulet.  The  ceremony  was  performed 
at  Holy  Trinity  Church,  and  a  reception  was  held 
afterwards  at  the  Club. 

The  bride  was  lovely  in  her  white  wedding  dress 
and  a  most  beautiful  veil  of  old  Brussels  lace 
(lent  by  Mrs.  Warder).  She  wore  pearl  ear-rings 
and  a  necklace  of  pearls,  and  carried  a  TDOuquet 
of  red  and  white  roses  (the  gift  of  the  bridegroom) . 
Mr.  Edwardes  gave  the  bride  away,  and  two  tiny 
bridesmaids  were  in  attendance.  Many  telegrams 
were  received,  among  them  one  from  Her  Royal 
Highness,  the  President  of  the  Association. 
The  nurses  in  residence  at  the  Club  gave  quantities 


of  flowers  to  help  to  make  it  beautiful  for  the 
occasion,  and  Mr.  Edwardes  sent  a  most  generous 
gift  of  champagne. 

We  publish  letters  received  subsequently  from 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roulet,  as  many  of  the  nurses  who 
were  in  residence  last  week  have  now  left. 
CORRESPONDENCE. 
To  the  Secretary,   R.B.N.A. 

Dear  Miss  Macdonald, — I  feel  I  must  write 
and  thank  you  for  all  your  kind  interest  and  the 
trouble  you  have  taken  on  behalf  of  my  husband 
and   myself. 

Our  wedding  day  will  always  be  such  a  bright 
leaf  in  the  book  of  our  life  and  I  shall  always 
remember  with  pride  the  good  wishes  from  my 
colleagues  and  yourself.  Their  sweet  gift  of  flowers 
made  the  Club  so  bright  and  cheerful  and  will 
help  to  make  a  very  happy  memory  in  the  years 
to  come  ;  the  crowning  joy  of  the  day  was  the  good 
wishes  from  Her  Royal  Highness,  Princess 
Christian  (our  President),  to  whom  will  you  please 
convey  my  heartfelt  appreciation  and  thanks. 
Whatever  good  or  ill  our  future  may  hold,  I  shall 
always  remember  194,  Queen's  Gate  as  a  very 
happy  home.  But  it  is  not  only  my  colleagues 
whom  I  must  thank  for  such  a  happy  wedding 
party.  I  also  must  express  appreciation  of  the 
delightful  dishes  which  were  provided  for  the 
luncheon  and  of  the  quick  and  efficient  service 
cheerfully  rendered  by  every  member  of  the  staff 
at   the   Club. 

Believe  me. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Nancy  Roulet. 

Dear  Miss  Macdonald, — I  feel  I  must  write 
and  thank  you  and  the  nurses  of  the  R.B.N.A. 
for  your  kindness  to  my  dear  wife  and  myself. 

Our  wedding  day  will  be  a  proud  and  happy 
memory  to  us  both  all  our  lives.  I  was  a  stranger 
and  felt  very  much  touched  by  such  a  hearty  feeling 
of  good  will  amongst  you  all. 

Once  more  accept  our  hearty  thanks. 
I  am, 

Yours  sincerely, 

J.  A.  Roulet. 

MISS   CATTELL   "AT   HOME"   AT 
QUEEN  S  GATE. 

Miss  Cattell  is  to  be  "  At  Home,"  at  194, 
Queen's    Gate,    on    Tuesday,     i6th    inst.,     from 
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3.30  to  6  p.m.  She  has  requested  us  to  insert  an 
invitation  to  all  her  friends  who  read  The  British 
Journal  of  Nursing,  and  hopes  they  will  be  able 
to  accept  it.  We  shall  be  glad  if  they  will  kindly 
write  to  her  at  194,  Queen's  Gate,  stating  whether 
they  can  come. 

GIFTS. 
We  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  following  gifts  : 
Misses  Butcher,  Cancellor,  Firth,  Hill,  Howard, 
Lilliecrapp,  and  A.  E.  Macdonald,  flowers  ;  Miss 
Cattell.  basket  ;  Miss  Enroth,  flowers  and  plants  ; 
and  Miss  Morgan,  Turkish  Delight. 


APPOINTMENT. 

Miss  Marjory  Murray  has  been  appointed 
Matron  of  Polmont  Institution,  Polmont.  The 
appointment  is  made  under  the  Prison  Com- 
mission, and  Polmont  Institution  is  a  Borstal 
Institution.  Miss  Murray  is  probably  the  only 
trained  nurse  who  holds  such  a  position  at  the 
present  time,  and  we  learn  that  she  is  looking 
forward  with  great  enthusiasm  to  entering  upon 
her  new  duties  which,  she  considers,  open  up  to 
her  great  opportunities  for  serving  humanity  and 
her  country.     Miss  Murray's  experience  has  been 

such  as  to  make 
her  exceedingly 
well  suited  for 
such  a  post.  She 
has  been  IMatron 
of  several  girls' 
clubs  and  has 
also  been  Matron 
of  Dr.  Quarrier's 
Orphan  Homes  at 
Bridge  of  Weir 
for  several  years. 
She  was  trained 
at  Stobhill  Hos- 
pital, and  joined 
the  Association  in 
1913.  She  did 
service  abroad 
during  the  war. 


WEDDINQ    GROUP.      MISS    SANSBURY    AND    MR.    JAMES    ROULET. 


DONATIONS. 

Settlement  Fund. — Miss  E.  Freear,  2S.  6d.  ; 
Miss  E.  Brodie,  2s,  ;  Miss  S.  Sulivan,  is.  6d.  ; 
Mrs.  Holdsworth,  is. 

General  Purposes  Fund. — Misses  A.  Bosworth, 
IDS.  ;  M.  Coates,  5s.  ;  L.  Hudson,  is.  6d.  ;  F.  G. 
Robinson,  is.  6d. 

Club. — Anon,  15s.  ;  Miss  L.  Imrie,  5s.  ;  Miss  L. 
Jackson,  £1  is.  ;   Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hayes  Palmer,  /i. 

Helena  Benevolent  Fund. — Misses  A.  Bousfield, 
5s. ;   L.  Jackson,  2s.  6d.  ;   M.  Morris,  is. 


LECTURES. 

We  remind 
Members  who 

may  receive  their 
Journal  on  Friday 
instead  of  Satur- 
day of  the  meet- 
ing which  the 
Napoleon  Coterie 
is  to  have  at  the 
Club  on  j\Iay  5  th, 
at  4.30  p.m. 

On  May  27  th 
Mr. Wilfrid  Norton 
is  to  lecture  on 
the  "  Influence  of 
Colour  in  Health 
and  Disease." 
•This  lecture 
should  prove  very 
interesting,  for  Mr.  Norton  has  most  original 
views  on  the  mission  which  colour  has  in  daily  life, 
although  they  differ  very  greatly  indeed  from 
those  put  forward  by  Mr.  Kemp  Prosser  a  few 
years  ago.  The  lecture  will  commence  at 
3  p.m.  and  we  hope  many  members  will  keep 
the  afternoon  free,  and  attend  the  lecture. 

Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 

194,   Queen's   Gate,   S.W.7. 
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THE  LATE   MISS   E.    M.  JONES,   OF 
THE  MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH. 

We  recorded  briefly  with  the  deepest  regret  the 
death  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Mary  Jones — which  oc- 
curred at  her  home,  7,  St.  Mary's  Place,  Shrews- 
bury, on  Thursday,  April  6th  —  in  our  issue  of 
April  15th,  but  we  are  only  too  pleased  to  find 
space  for  further  reference  to  her  fine  services  to 
the  sick  and  to  her  profession. 

Miss  Jbnes  was  appointed  Inspector  to  the  Local 
Government  Board  (now  Ministry  of  Health)  in 
June,  1910,  when  she  resigned  her  position  as 
Matron  of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Liverpool,  Which 
office  slie  had  held  for  ten  years.  She  thus  brought 
vast  knowledge  and  a  wealth  of  experience  to  bear 
upon  her  work  for  the  sick  poor  and  the  children 
chargeable  to  the  Poor  Law ;  her  district  included 
Wales  and  some  of  the  adjoining  English  counties ; 
she  spoke  W'elsh  fluently,  which  greatly  helped  her 
in  the  inspection  of  children  boarded  out  in  the 
country  districts  of  Wales. 

Miss  Jones  was  a  woman  of  culture,  and  w^as 
greatly  interested  in  literature  and  art,  especially 
Italian  ant;  the  leading  features  of  her  character 
were  humility  and  self-forge'tfulness,  her  work  was 
always  so  quietly  done  that  few  realised  its  mag- 
nitude. 

She  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  grave  at 
Eglwyswen,  Denbigh,  on  Monday,  April  loth. 

"  Through  such  souls,  God,  stooping,  sheds  His 
Light  into  this  world." 

AN  APPRECIATION  BY  ONE  OF  HER 
OLD  NURSES. 

After  two  years'  training  at  the  Children's  Hos- 
pital, Pendlebury,  Miss  Jones  entered  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Liverpool,  in  December,  1889.  She  was 
appointed  Sister  of  Mr.  Parker's  female  ward  at 
the  opening  of  the  new  Royal  Infirmary.  In  1895 
she  became  Night  Superintendent,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  Assistant  Matron. 

In  1900  she  was  appointed  Matron  and  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Training  School,  which  post  she  held 
until  19 10,  when  she  was  appointed  as  Inspector 
for  Wales  and  some  of  the  Western  Counties  under 
the  Local  Government  Board,  now  the  Ministry  of 
Health.  One  of  the  outstanding  points  in  Miss 
Jones's  character  was  her  great  faculty  for  discover- 
ing the  good  in  other  people  and  for  making  them 
wish  to  live  up  to  the  high  opinion  she  had  of 
them.  This  was  the  secret  of  her  great  personal 
influence  over  the  nurses  she  trained.  One  could 
never  imagine  her  harbouring  any  petty  grudge  or 
resentment.  The  high  place  she  won  for  herself 
was  held  with  true  humility  and  was  never  used 
for  her  own  personal  advancement. 

When  off  duty  she  could  at  once  throw  off  the 
cares  of  office  and  interest  herself  in  the  great 
questions  of  the  day,  the  private  interests  of  her 
friends,  and  the  beautiful  things  of  life.  Those  who 
knew  and  loved  her  feel  sure  that  she  has  only 
passed  on  to  a  fuller  and  happier  life,  where  she 
will  have  still  greater  scope  for  the  use  of  all  her 
splendid  gifts. 


REPORT  OF  COMMISSION  OF  INQUIRY. 

The  Commission  of  Inquiry  into  the  charges  of 
brutality  to  patients  at  the  Long  Grove  Mental 
Hospital,  Epsom,  Surrey,  finished  its  work  on 
the  25th  ult.,  when  the  chairman  announced 
that  the  allegations  had  no  foundation.  The 
inquiry  was  the  result  of  allegations  of  '  syste- 
matic cruelty  "    by  a  former    patient. 


BUREAUCRACY    AT    THE    OFFICE    OF 
THE     GENERAL     NURSING     COUNCIL. 

On  March  25th  the  Lancet  published  an  inspired 
paragraph  in  support  of  the  new  rules  (the  effect 
of  which  has  already  proved  so  disastrous  to 
the  status  of  the  nursing  profession)  and  gave  its 
benediction  to  the  shoddy  methods  of  compiling 
our  Register — which  9  (a)  is  calculated  to  effect — 
and  incidentally  to  the  establishment  of  bureau- 
cratic control  by  the  Registrar  in  the  compilation 
of  the  Register.  The  inspired  paragraph  included 
the  following  misleading  statement : — "  It  has 
also  been  suggested  that  speed  would  be  gained 
if  the  Registrar,  as  the  responsible  Government 
official,  were  to  list  all  applicants  conforming  to 
the  regulations  laid  down  by  the  Council  for 
admission  to  the  Register,  this  list  to  be  submitted 
for  approval  to  the  Registration  Committee,  the 
papers  of  applicants  whose  qualifications  for 
registration  appeared  questionable,  being  reserved 
for  individual  scrutiny  by  the  Committee." 

This  has  been  the  practice  in  the  past  with  the 
additional  safeguard  of  scrutiny  by  persons 
appointed  by  Parliament  to  issue  a  correct 
Register.  The  system  now  adopted  is  the  delega- 
tion of  the  statutory  duties  of  the  Council  to  a 
salaried  official  of  the  Council  (who  is  not  a  respon- 
sible Government  official)  specially  empowered 
to  pass  without  submitting  for  the  approval  of  the 
Registration  Committee  the  papers  of  applicants, 
who  are,  in  her  judgment,  qualified  for  registration, 
which  papers  the  Registration  Committee  is 
commanded  to  recommend  to  the  Council  for 
approval  without  any  knowledge  of,  or  inspection 
of,  an  applicant's  professional  qualifications  or 
personal  references  !  Thus,  the  Registrar,  and 
not  the  Registration  Committee,  composed  of 
members  of  the  Council,  decides  who  is  and  who  is 
not  eligible  for  Registration  !  The  now  notorious 
Rule  9  (a)  also  provides  that  the  Registrar  may 
accept  applicants  on  second-hand  evidence  without 
their  producing  the  training  certificate,  or  even  a 
duly  certified  copy  thereof !  A  scandalous  betrayal, 
in  our  opinion,  of  the  interests  of  the  nursing 
profession  and  the  public,  by  the  majority  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council,  which,  in  failing  to 
perform  its  statutory  duties,  shows  a  lamentable 
lack  of  the  responsibility  attached  to  the  national 
work  they  were  appointed  to  perform. 

On  April  8th,  the  Lancet  published  the  following 
letter  from  Councillor  Beatrice  Kent. 

Sir, — It  surprises  and  disappoints  me  greatly  to 
learn  that  the  Editor  of  an  important  journal  like  The 
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Lancet  should  show  so  httle  understanding  and  sym- 
pathy in  relation  to  this  question.  The  Act  for  the 
State  Registration  of  Nurses  will  be  of  very  httle  value 
to  them  if  those  who  administer  it — namely,  the 
members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council — are  ready 
to  sacrifice  principles  for  which  many  of  us  have 
striven  for  so  many  years.  It  does  not  require  a 
very  vivid  imagination  to  realise  that  Rule  gx  is  open 
to  many  abuses.  You  speak  of  the  Registrar  as  a 
"  Government  official."  Allow  me  to  point  out  that 
this  is  an  error  ;  her  appointment  as  Registrar  and 
Secretary  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  has  to  be 
approved  by  the  Minister  of  Health,  but  the  General 
Nursing  Council  can  dispense  with  her  services  by  six 
months'  notice.  Her  salary  of  ^550  per  annum  is 
paid  by  the  Council  out  of  the  nurses'  registration  fees. 
No  State  subsidy  is  provided  for  in  the  Act.  That 
there  should  be  any  "  discord  "  in  the  G.N.C.  is  regret- 
table, but  those  who  have  caused  it  are  to  blame,  not 
those  who  have  courageously  protested  against  what 
is  undeniably  wrong.  Peace  at  any  price  is  not  their 
pohcy. — I  am.  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Beatrice  Kent, 

President    R.N.P.C. 

The  Registered  Nurses  Parliamentary  Council, 
431,  Oxford  Street,  London.  W.i. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


NURSES'    MISSIONARY    LEAGUE. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Conference  and  Meeting  of  the 
Nurses'  Missionary  League  will  be  held  at  University 
Hall,  Gordon  Square,  W.C,  on  Wednesday,  May  loth. 
All  members  and  friends  of  the  League  are  cordially 
invited  to  be  present. 

PROGRAMME. 

"  Modern  Discipleship,  What  it  ImpUes." 
"  Let    all    the    World    in    every    Corner    Sing, 
My  God  and  King." 

Morning  Session,   10.15 — 12.30. 
Chairman,    Miss    J.    Macfee.     Opening   Hymn    and 
Prayers. 

"  The  World  our  Field." 

1.  "  Why  it  should  be."    Miss  M.  V.  Hunter,  M.A. 

2.  "  How  it  can  be."  Demonstration  Study  Circle 
composed  of  N.M.L.  Members. 

Interval. 
♦  3.  "Who  is  able  for  such  a  task."  Dr.  Mary  Heming- 

way-Rees. 

Intercession.     Tea  and  coffee  during  Interval. 

Evening    Session,    7.30 — 9-30- 

Chairman,  W.  McAdam  Eccles,  Esq.,  M.S.,  F.R.C.S. 
Opening  Hymn  and  Prayers. 

Adoption  of  Annual  Report,  and  Election  of  Com- 
mittee for  1922-23. 

Missionary  Address,  Henry  White,  Esq.,  M.D.  (Persia). 

Closing  Address,  "  What  Modem  Discipleship  in- 
volves."   The  Rev.  E.  N.  Coulthard. 

Tea  and  CofEee,  7-7.15. 

Afternoon  Conversazione,  2.30—5. 

Hostesses,  Mrs.  Bentley,  Mrs.  Braithwaite,  Miss 
Heather-Bigg,  R.R.C.,  Miss  Haughton,  Mrs.  Sharpe. 

Addresses,  "  Some  personal  experience  of  Mission 
work  during  twenty  years  of  Indian  service,"  Lt.-Col. 
A.  E.  J.  Lister,  M.B.,  B.S.,  F.R.C.S.,  I.M.S.  (ret.),  late 
Hon.  Surgeon  to  H.E.  The  Viceroy. 

"  '  Africa  and  the  East ' — An  opportunity  for  world 
service." 

Instrumental  Music  and  Songs,  Miss  Saumarez  Smith 
and  Miss  P.  Yelverton  Dawson. 


MATRON. 

Meigle  Memorial  Hospital,  Perthshire. — Miss  H. 
Philhps  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained 
at  the  London  Temperance  Hospital,  Hampstead  Road, 
N.W.,  and  was  subsequently  Sister  at  the  Royal  Hants 
County  Hospital,  Winchester,  and  at  the  West  London 
Hospital,  Hammersmith.  She  worked  as  Assistant 
Matron  and  Matron  in  the  Q. A. I.M.N. S.  Reserve  during 
the  war,  and  has  held  the  position  of  Matron  of  School 
Sanatoria,  of  a  Nursing  Home,  and  of  the  Cottage 
Hospital,  Weybridge. 

Wardilove  Hospital,  Bradford. — Miss  E.  Kemble 
Thorpe  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained 
at  the  Royal  Southern  Hospital,  Liverpool,  where  she 
subsequently  held  the  position  of  Sister.  She  has  also 
held  the  position  of  Sister  at  the  Coventry  and  War- 
wickshire Hospital,  and  the  Royal  Gwent  Hospital, 
and  of  Assistant  Matron  at  the  Hospital  for  Women, 
Liverpool.  She  has  had  experience  of  Military  Nursing, 
and  is  a  Certified  Midwife. 

SISTER    TUTOR. 

Royal  Northern  Hospital,  Holloway  Road,  N. — Miss 
Katharine  Armstrong  has  been  appointed  Sister-Tutor. 
She  was  trained  at  King's  College  Hospital,  where  she 
subsequently  held  the  position  of  Assistant  Night 
Sister  and  Ward  Sister.  She  has  been  Sister-Tutor  at 
the  City  of  Westminster  Infirmary. 

Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan. — Miss  Helen 
Bell  has  been  appointed  Home  Sister  and  Sister-Tutor. 
She  was  trained  at  Halifax  Borough  Fever  Hospital  and 
the  General  Infirmary,  Leeds,  where  she  gained  the 
Moynihan  Gold  Medal,  and  has  been  Sister  at  the 
Royal  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital,  Bradford,  holds  the 
certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute,  and  is  a 
Certified  Midwife. 

SUPERINTENDENT    NURSE. 

Poor  Law  Institution,  Worcester. — Miss  Mabel  Ger- 
trude Lines  has  been  appointed  Superintendent  Nurse. 
She  was  trained  under  the  Birmingham  Board  of 
Guardians  at  the  Dudley  Road  and  Erdington 
Infirmaries,  and  has  been  Night  Charge  Nurse  in  the 
Maternity  Block  at  the  Dudley  Road  Infirmary.  She 
has  also  been  District  Midwife  at  Northampton  in 
connection  with  the  Queen  Victoria's  Jubilee  Institute. 

SISTER. 

Essex  County  Hospital,  Colchester. — Miss  Mary  Talbot 
has  been  appointed  Sister  of  the  Women's  and  Chil- 
dren's Medical  Wards.  She  was  trained  at  the  East 
Suffolk  Hospital,  Ipswich. 

Mowsley  Sanatorium,  Leicester.— Miss  Alice  M. 
Ulyatt  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained 
at  the  Bagthorpe  Infirmary,  Nottingham,  and  has  been 
Sister  at  Cardigan  Sanatorium,  and  Nurse  Matron 
at  Dean  Head  Sanatorium,   Horseforth. 

Ancoats  Hospital  Convalescent  Home,  Great  Warlord, 
Alderley  Edge. — Miss  Ohve  M,  Coates,  whose  appoint- 
ment as  Sister  we  reported  last  week,  asks  us  to  say 
that  she  has  not  been  Matron  of  the  Meath  Home, 
Godalming,  as  recorded.  After  being  trained  at 
Ancoats  Hospital,  Manchester,  she  was  Stag  Nurse  at 
the  Stockton  and  Thornaby  Hospital,  Stockton-on- 
Tees. 

QUEEN    ALEXANDRA'S    MILITARY    NURSING 
SERVICE  FOR   INDIA. 

The  following  ladies  have  been  appointed  to  Qaeen 
Alexandra's  Mihtary  Nursing  Service  for  India  (Tem- 
porary) in  the  grade  of  Staff  Nurse :— Miss  L.  M. 
Brown,  Miss  E.  A.  Brinnand,  Miss  F.  S.  Cleator,  Miss 
N.  K.  Stokes. 
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EXAMINATIONS. 

The  April  Examinations  of  Probationers  at  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  E.C.,  took  place  on  the  19th 
and  22nd  ult.,  respectively.  The  results  are  as 
follows  : — 

Third  Year  Probationers. 

Miss  Watkin  {Gold  Medallist),  Misses  Watson, 
Brinton,  Paterson,  Rogers,  Holmes,  J.  W.  Wood,  Mack, 
Court,  Burns,  Longney,  B.  Robertson,  Dinnis,  Bere, 
Barker,  Burwash,  A.  M.  Smith,  A.  King,  Nicolson, 
Titchener,  Biddulph,  A.  Knibbs,  Llewelyn,  *Francis, 
*F.  D.  Smith,  Bell,  Pape,  Mason. 

First  Year  Probationers. 

*Misses  Lofts  and  *Randall  {Clothworkers'  Prize  of 
Books),  Misses  Coleman,  Lines,  Mackay,  Davidson, 
*E.  Bunn,  *F.  Hughes,  Hunt,  Lytle,  S.  Evans,  Brewer, 
C.  Morrison,  Nevins,  Wheal,  *F.  Brown,  *M.  Gray,  G. 
Dalton,  Storey,  O'Shea,  Railton,  E.  Jones,  W.  Bunn, 
H.  Sharp,  *E.  L.  Hughes,  *Trewby,  B.  Mays,  Nicolle, 
Mackenzie,  Lowry. 

*  Equal. 


PRIZES    AND    MEDALS. 

The  stately  Board  Room  at  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Glasgow,  was  crowded  on  Wednesday,  April  26th,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  Annual  Distribution  of  Prizes  and 
Medals  to  the  fourth  year  Nurses  who  had  passed  their 
final  examinations  and  qualified  for  a  certificate  of 
efficiency. 

Among  those  present  were  Mr.  James  Macfarlane, 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Managers  ;  Mr.  James  S. 
Craig,  Convener  of  the  House  Committee ;  Lady 
Dunlop,  Mrs.  Balmain,  Mr.  McGhie,  Mr.  Stewart 
Gaston,  Mr.  W.  A.  Campbell,  Ex-Baihe  Alexander 
Kennedy,  Dr.  James  Adams,  Dr.  John  Henderson, 
Members  of  the  Board  of  Management ;  Mr.  A.  N. 
McGregor,  Surgeon ;  Dr.  Maxtone  Thom,  Super- 
intendent ;  Mr.  R.  Morrison  Smith,  Secretary ;  Miss 
Donaldson,  Matron. 

Forty  Nurses  entered  for  the  Final  Examination 
during  the  week  beginning  March  20th,  and  the  Written 
and  Oral  Examinations  continued  throughout  the 
week.  Forty  Nurses  passed.  The  results  were  highlj' 
satisfactory. 

Gold  Medallist  .  .  Nurse  Gertrude  Sloan. 
Silver  Medallist  .  .  Nurse  Agnes  Kinloch. 
Bronze  Medallist    . .      Nurse  Kathleen  Burns. 

Prize  Winners. 

Medicine      . .  . .      Nurse    Gertrude    Sloan     (Prize 

presented  by  Dr.  John  Hen- 
derson) . 
Nurse  Agnes  Kinloch  (Prize 
presented  by  Mr.  A.  N. 
McGregor) . 
Nurse  Gertrude  Sloan  (Prize 
presented  by  Matron). 

Dr.  James  Adams,  as  Examiner,  stated  that  the 
standard  reached  this  year  was  a  very  high  one,  not 
only  was  he  impressed  by  the  amount  of  information 
and  knowledge  displayed  by  the  candidates,  but  also 
by  the  intelligent  bearing  and  professional  demeanour 
of  the  Nurses. 

In  presenting  the  prizes  and  medals,  Mr.  James 
Macfarlane  said  that  he  congratulated  not  only  the 
Nurses  but  their  teachers  and  he  sincerely  hoped  that 
the  Nurses  would  always  keep  in  touch  with  their 
Training  School  and  endeavour  to  uphold  the  high 
ideals  of  their  great  profession  which  had  been  put 
before  them  during  their  four  years'  tuition.  It  was 
exceedingly  desirable  at  this  time  to  attract  to  their 
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great  Training  School,  with  its  splendid  traditions, 
women  not  only  of  high  moral  character,  but  of  ability 
and  intelligence  and  that  would  be  effected  principally 
through  the  Nurses  themselves  when  they  went  out  intq 
the  world. 

Nurse  Gertrude  Sloan,  Senior  Graduate,  in  a  most 
felicitous  little  speech,  expressed  on  behalf  of  her 
colleagues  the  appreciation  felt  by  them  for  the  splendid 
opportunities  of  training  provided  by  the  Managers  of 
the  Royal  Infirmary  and  for  all  that  had  been  done  for 
them  by  the  Professors  who  lectured  to  them,  by  the 
Matron  (and  they  would  wish  not  to  forget  their  late 
Matron,  Miss  Melrose),  and  by  the  Sisters  who  had  so 
patiently  and  efficiently  trained  them  in  the  Wards. 
It  was  their  earnest  desire  to  keep  in  close  touch  with 
their  Training  School  and  to  prove  a  real  influence  in 
the  profession  after  they  left  by  upholding  the  ideals 
which  had  been  so  persistently  instilled  into  them. 


IN    MEMORIAM. 

On  April  12th,  1922,  at  Cairo,  there  passed  from  us 
one  whose  work  should  earn  him  the  gratitude  of  all 
nurses.  To  Arthur  Bacot,  entomologist  of  the  Lister 
Institute,  belongs  the  honour  of  laying  down  his  life 
as  a  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  scientific  research.  His 
work  on  the  relation  between  rats  and  plague  is  bearing 
fruit  in  the  organised  campaigns  against  rats  with 
which  the  public  are  familiar.  On  the  Yellow  Fever 
Commission  his  researches  were  invaluable  and  are 
dealt  with  in  his  Report  dated  1916.  His  study  of 
lice,  during  the  war,  revealed  the  fact  that  these 
parasites  convey  not  only  typhus  but  trench  fever. 
The  War  Office  gave  tardy  recognition  to  this  when  it 
instituted  the  cleansing  of  all  verminous  soldiers. 

In  1920,  when  working  with  the  American  Red  Cross 
for  their  investigation  of  typhus  in  Poland,  Bacot 
contracted  trench  fever  from  the  lice  with  which  he 
worked.  He  recovered,  and  during  1921  and  1922, 
he  continued  his  work  on  the  virus  of  typhus  in  lice. 
He  and  a  colleague  from  the  Lister  Institute  were 
"  lent  "  to  the  Egyptian  Government,  and  it  was  in  the 
course  of  this  work  that  they  both  contracted  typhus . 
It  is  hoped  that  his  colleague  will  recover,  but  Arthur 
Bacot,  weakened  by  his  previous  illness  and  advancing 
years,  passed  on. 

Although  possessing  none  of  the  conventional 
medical  degrees  Bacot  was  one  of  the  great  pioneers 
in  medical  science.  Even  as  Louis  Pasteur  was 
scorned  for  years  because  he  was  "  unqualified,"  so 
Arthur  Bacot  had  to  fight  to  win  recognition  for  his 
brilliant  work.  To  such  men  we  nurses  offer  our 
respectful  homage. 

G.  Firth  Scott. 


LONDON     BIRDS. 

A  little  owl,  sound  slumbering  in  a  tree, 
Once  woke  and  whispered  secrets  strange  to  me 
Of  a  city  slashed  with  silver  streets 
Of  light,  that  marred  once-loved  retreats. 
He  told  me  it  was  always  day. 
With  lamps,  that  drove  him  blind  away, 
And  that  its  trafhc  thundered  far 
Like  waves  upon  some  harbour  bar. 
But  when  I  went,  the  seagulls  there 
Haunted  the  Bridge  and  stirred  the  Strand 
With  wings,  and  in  Trafalgar  Square 
Pigeons  and  sparrows  ate  from  out  my  hand. 
A.  Doris  L.  Wilson 
(From    The    Observer.) 
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THE  HOSPITAL   WORLD. 


On  Saturday,  July  ist,  one  of  the  principal 
events  in  the  "  intensive  fortnight  "  of  the 
combined  appeal  for  the  hospitals  of  London  wiU 
be  a  procession  before  the  King  at  Buckingham 
Palace  representative  of  the  graduates,  staffs  and 
students   of   the   hospitals. 


The  Times  has  opened  its  columns  to  the 
depression  in  Harley  Street,  and  many  reasons 
are  advanced  for  empty  consulting  rooms.  To 
walk  down  this  "  long  unlovely  street  "  gives  cause 
for  thought.  Five  or  six  plates  on  the  majority 
of  doors  has  earned  for  these  handsome  mansions 
the  nickname  of  the  "  Monkeries."  Well,  one 
good  suggestion  is  put  forth  by  way  of  constructive 
policy.  A  "  Medical  Director  "  states  that  to 
save  expense  a  committee  of  doctors  has  been 
discussing  for  some  time  a  scheme  to  provide 
consulting  rooms.  X-ray  department,  laboratories, 
&c.,  all  in  one  building.  The  advantage  is  obvious, 
as  all  expense  for  rent,  attendance,  telephone, 
secretary,  and  apparatus  will  be  reduced  to  a 
minimum.  The  difficulty  has  been  to  find  a 
suitable  building,  but  during  the  last  week  the 
opportunity  has  occurred  to  secure  the  right 
premises  in  a  very  good  neighbourhood  and  the 
scheme  will  probably  be  launched  in  the  autumn. 
The  founders  of  this  plan  are  convinced  that 
similar  medical  office  buildings  will  spring  up  in 
many  directions,  and  that  it  is  the  only  rational 
method  of  conducting  medical  practice  nowadays. 
The  doctor  and  his  family  can  then  live  where 
they  like  in  town  or  country. 


COMING     EVENT5. 

May  5th. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  Lecture  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Napoleon  Coterie  on  "  The  Autopsy 
of  Napoleon."     4.30  p.m. 

May  5th. — Guy's  Hospital  Past  and  Present 
Nurses'  League.  Dinner,  the  Nurses'  Home,  7  p.m. 
Tea  and  coffee,  7.30  p.m.     Annual  Meeting,  8  p.m. 

May  5ih. — National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses. 
Meeting  of  London  Branch,  117,  Sutherland 
Avenue,  Maida  Vale.     7.30  p.m. 

May  6th. — National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses  : 
Annual  Meeting  of  Council,  46,  Marsham  Street, 
Westminster,  S.W\  (by  kind  permission  of  Miss 
Carson).     2.30  p.m. 

May  loth. — Nurses'  Missionary  League  :  Annual 
Conference-  and  Meeting,  University  Hall,  Gordon 
Square,  W.C.     10.15  a.m.  to  9.30  p.m. 

May  i6th. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
Club, '  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  :  Miss  Cattell 
"  At  Home."     3.30  to  6  p.m. 

May  17th. — East-End  Mothers'  Lying-in-Home, 
•Commercial  Road,  E.  Annual  Meeting.  Mansion 
House,  E.C.  The  Lord  Mayor  will  preside.  3.30 
p.m. 


BOOK  OF  THE  WEEK. 

"THE    PRISONERS    OF    HARTLINQ,"* 

We  are  glad  to  have  such  an  unusually  intriguing 
book  to  recommend  to  our  readers,  and  we  can 
promise  a  very  absorbed  hour  or  two  to  those  who 
will  have  the  opportunity  of  its  perusal. 

A  young  doctor's  assistant,  growing  weary  of  the 
monotony  of  general  practice  in  Peckham,  decides 
to  abandon  this  particular  mode  of  earning  his 
living,  and  to  spend  his  modest  savings  in  making 
a  fresh  start  in  Canada. 

He  had  become  unsettled  on  coming  across  some 
wealthy  connections  of  his  mother's,  from  whom 
he  had  received  an  invitation  to  spend  a  week  end. 

Discussing  this  invitation  with  his  chief.  Dr. 
Somers  asks  him  why  it  had  unsettled  him,  as  so 
far  it  was  only  anticipatory. 

"  I  don't  know,"  said  Woodrofifa,  "  I  suppose  if 
one  analyses  it.  the  thing  set  me  thinking  of  the 
difference  between  Kenyon's  position  and  mine. 
Here  am  I,  with  no  decent  clothes  to  my  back,  and 
no  money,  sweating  myself  thin  over  a  dirty  job 
like  trying  to  mitigate  the  sickness  of  Peckham, 
while  Kenyon's  got  more  money  than  he  knows 
what  to  do  with  !  " 

Woodroffe's  handsome  face  had  taken  on  the 
expression  of  a  sulky  schoolboy. 

The  upshot  of  the  conversation  was  that  Somers 
seeing  his  discontent,  though  loath  to  part  with 
him,  arranges  for  his  immediate  release  ;  advises 
him  as  a  start  to  accept  the  invitation  and  to 
provide  himself  with  suitable  new  togs  out  of  his 
capital — "  treat  it  as  an  investment." 

In  the  next  few  days  he  indulged  in  a  perfect 
orgie  of  spending.  Here  was  one  of  his  fantasies 
coming  true,  he  would  have  everything  new  and 
clean. 

He  had  served  five  years  in  the  R.A.M.C.  The 
world  owed  him  five  years  of  youth,  that  was  his 
true  defence  of  his  action  in  leaving  Peckham. 

He  set  out  for  his  week-end  visit  in  an  exalted 
mood.  He  was  beginning  life  again.  Everything 
was  coming  right.  He  had  visions  of  some  de- 
lightful, improbable  enlargement  of  his  condition. 
Old  Kenyon  might  take  a  fancy  to  him.  Someone 
in  the  house,  some  special  favourite  of  the  old 
man's,  might  be  taken  ill,  and  Arthur  Woodroffe, 
the  brilliant  young  practitioner  from  Peckham, 
would  work  a  miracle  at  the  eleventh  hour. 

A  car  was  waiting  for  him  at  Hartling  Station, 
but  neither  his  aunt  nor  any  of  his  connections  had 
come  to  meet  him. 

The  chauffeur  informed  him  that  Dr.  Kenyon 
was  a  wonderful  old  gentleman — "  ninety-one  last 
October,  Sir." 

As  he  gave  his  keys  to  the  butler,  Arthur  realised 
the  splendid  support  of  his  expensive  outfit.  It 
made  a  difference,  a  sense  of  being  at  home  in  these 
surroundings.  It  would  have  been  absolutely 
rotten  to  have  spent  his  whole  time  in  trying  to 
live  down  shabby  clothes. 

There  seemed  to  be  a  perfect  crowd  of  people 
in  the  room  into  which  he  was  shown,  after  having 

*  By  J.  D.  Beresford.       Collins  &  Co.  ' 
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elected  to  go  straight  into  tea.  He  presumed  it 
was  a  regular  week-end  party.  None  of  them 
were  effusive,  but  probably  this  was  their  usual 
manner.  He  was  introduced  to  the  various 
degrees  of  relations,  and  took  stock  of  his  two 
cousins.  He  was  beginning  to  wonder  if  he  were 
not  in  for  an  uncommonly  depressing  week-end. 

His  aunt,  Mrs.  Kenyon,  tried  to  explain  to  him 
the  various  persons  present. 

"  Are  they  staying  for  the  week-end  ?  "  Arthur 
asked. 

"  Oh,  no,"  she  replied.  "  We  all  live  here. 
There  is  no  one  from  outside  here  this  week-end — 
except  yourself." 

For  the  information  of  our  readers  we  give  in 
brief  the  members  of  this  extraordinary  collection 
of  people  who  were  living  together  under  one  roof, 
and  they  will  no  doubt  share  Arthur's  bewilder- 
ment as  to  the  reason  of  their  so  doing. 

Old  Mr.  Kenyon,  the  head  of  the  family'-,  remains 
inscrutable  till  the  last  chapter. 

His  daughter.  Miss  Kenyon,  aged  about  sixty, 
closely  resembled  him  in  character.  A  married 
son  with  his  wife  and  son  and  daughter,  a  married 
daughter  and  her  husband,  and  an  orphan  niece, 
Eleanor,  comprised  this  family  party,  who  resided 
in  this  luxurious  house  with  apparently  no  object 
in  life,  with  the  exception  of  Eleanor,  who  was  the 
old  man's  secretary,  and  Miss  Kenyon,  who 
managed  the  very  efficient  establishment. 

Arthur's  feeling  of  depression  wore  off  before 
dinner  ;  the  material  well-being  enveloped  him. 
With  a  sudden  whoop  of  joy  he  returned  to  his 
room  and  began  to  strip  himself.  He  would  have 
a  bath  at  once  and  another  when  he  came  to  bed. 

"  Lovely  hot  water,  nice  soap,  and  splendid  hot 
towels.  Ripping  house  !  Would  he  stay  as  long 
as  he  could  ?  Wouldn't  he,  rather  !  He  would 
stay  altogether  if  he  had  the  chance." 

He  gets  the  chance.  The  extraordinary  old 
man,  Mr.  Kenyon,  annexes  him  as  he  had  done 
bv  degrees  the  other  members  of  the  family.  He 
is  hypnotised  as  they  are  by  his  uncanny  person- 
ality and  by  the  enervating  luxury  of  the  house. 
He  is  in  danger  of  becoming  as  they,  a  mere 
parasite. 

To  appreciate  the  situation  it  is  imperative  that 
the  book  should  be  read  as  a  whole.  The  sinister 
attitude  of  old  Mr.  Kenyon,  the  absolute  lack  of 
self-respect  in  those  otherwise  well-bred  people, 
who  had  eaten  the  bread  of  charity  until  it  had 
sapped  their  independence,  cannot  be  conveyed 
in  the  small  space  at  our  disposal. 

How  Arthur  asserts  his  manhood  and  escapes 
from  a  house  that  is  veritably  a  prison  we  leave 
the  reader  to  discover.  Pretty,  vital  Eleanor,  the 
only  independent  member  of  the  household,  had 
something  to  do  with  it. 

At  any  rate,  the  conclusion  of  the  book  finds 
Arthur  writing  to  his  chief  at  Peckham  making 
arrangements  for  his  return  to  that  despised 
neighbourhood. 

The  old  man's  sudden  death  left  the  majority  of 
this  heterogeneous  family  paupers,  and  their  long 
imprisonment  had  been  in  vain. 

An  unusual  and  absorbing  book.  H.  H. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

WE  PRESUME  THIS  LETTER  REFERS  TO 
THE  Q.N.C. 

To  th*  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — In  last  week's  Nursing  Press  a  letter 
appeared,  signed  by  some  Matrons  of  Fever 
Hospitals,  in  which  this  statement  was  made  : — 

"  Miss  Susan  A.  Villiers,  Matron  of  the  South- 
western Hospital,  Stockwell,  was  eliminated,  a  lay 
woman  without  any  practical  experience  of  profes- 
sional nursing  being  elected  in  her  place.  .   .  ." 

Miss  Villiers  may  have  private  information  for 
authorising  such  a  statement  to  be  made  in  her 
name.  If  not,  she  is  hardly  justified  in  assuming 
the  rdle  of  martyr  in  this  matter.  She  is  not  the 
only  professional  Member  who  has  been  "  elimi- 
nated or  ejected  "  from  this  Committee.  The 
word  I  should  personally  prefer  to  use  in  this 
connection  would  be  "  not  elected." 

I,  to  my  great  regret,  was  not  even  nominated 
for  the  Education  Committee,  though  I  had 
previously  served  on  it,  and  during  my  thirty- 
three  years'  professional  service  worked  unceas- 
ingly for  the  better  organisation  and  higher 
standard  of  the  Nurses'   education. 

The  Council  as  constituted  under  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Act,  1919,  provides  for  representation 
from  the  Privy  Council,  the  Board  of  Education, 
and  the  Ministry  of  Health.  To  deny  these 
Members  the  opportunity  of  serving  on  Standing 
Committees,  and  so  giving  their  assistance  in  the 
pioneer  work  of  organising  the  Nursing  Profession, 
would  be  an  autocratic  action  for  which  no  justi- 
fication, so  far  as  I  can  see,  could  be  found. 

Certainly,  the  divisions  and  party  spirit  which 
have  up  to  the  present  time  checked  and  defeated 
every  effort  to  organise  the  Nursing  Profession, 
could  hardly,  one  would  imagine,  inspire  con- 
fidence in  the  minds  of  the  Public,  if  such  pioneer 
work  were  left  to  the  Nurses  themselves  to  carry 
out.  When  the  Profession  shows  itself  capable 
of  self-government  as  apart  from  this  wholly 
impossible  spirit  of  dissension  and  narrowness  of 
vision  which  exists  now,  we  may  perhaps  see  the 
day  when  the  Government  and  the  Public  alike 
will  place  their  confidence  in  us  unreservedly; 

To  some  of  us  older  women,  who  have  spent 
the  greater  part  of  our  lives  in  working  to  this 
end,  it  is  a  very  real  grief  that  now  at  last  when 
State  Registration  is  granted  us,  the  whole  move- 
ment should  be  endangered  afresh  by  old  troubles 
which  have  held  back  the  progress  of  this  work 
for  so  many  years. 

I  draw  attention  to  this  matter  since  it  is  hardly 
fair  so  misleading  a  reference  should  appear  in 
the  Press.        j  ^^^^^  yours  truly. 

Royal  Free  Hospital.  R-  Cox-Davies. 

Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C.i. 
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"JACCUSE." 

[We  have  received  a  symposium  of  three  letters 
from  the  Royal  Free  Hospital,  for  two  of  which 
we  shall  find  space  next  week. 

We  have  given  much  space  in  the  past  few  weeks 
to  the  affairs  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales,  with  which  these  letters  are 
concerned,  and  we  may  sum  up  our  conclusions 
from  personal  experience.  The  record  of  this 
Council  since  Miss  Cox-Davies  threw  the  apple  of 
discord  into  its  midst  and  proposed  to  deprive  th3 
whole  Nursing  Profession  of  the  documentary 
evidence  of  its  efficiency  on  the  State  Register, 
by  depriving  nurses  of  the  record  of  their  certifi- 
cates, has  been  discreditable  in  the  highest  degree. 

We  took  the  lead  in  making  public  in  this 
Journal  the  cruel  economic  injury  which  would 
result  to  certificated  nurses  in  the  near  future  if 
the  policy  of  Miss  Cox-Davies  and  her  supporters 
— Miss  Dowbiggin,  Miss  Peterkin,  and  Dr.  Goodall 
— was  enforced,  and  we,  together  with  Miss 
Villiers  and  others,  have  been  severely  penalised 
for  daring  to  oppose  this  outrage,  and  for  succeed- 
ing in  averting  it. 

In  retaliation  we  accuse  Miss  Cox-Davies  and 
her  supporters,  the  majority  of  the  Council,  of  : — 

1.  Making  secret  and  defamatory  accusations 
against  us  at  the- Ministry  of  Health,  which  they 
had  not  the  courage  to  make  face  to  face  in  the 
Council  Chamber. 

2.  Going  on  strike  for  ten  weeks  whilst  bargain- 
ing with  the  Ministry  of  Health  how  to  eject  us 
from  the  Chair  of  the  Registration  Committee, 
and  otherwise  deprive  us,  of  power  and  free  speech. 

3.  Consenting  to  return  to  duty  upon  the 
understanding  that  their  indefensible  policy  of 
reprisals  should  be  carried  out. 

4.  Consorting  together  outside  the  Council 
Chamber  to  draft  new  Rules  to  make  it  impossible 
for  any  self-respecting  nurse  to  accept  office  on 
the  Registration  Committee  (i)  by  making  a 
salaried  official — the  Registrar — responsible  for 
the  statutory  powers  entrusted  by  Parliament  to 
members  of  the  Council,  and  (2)  accepting  for 
registration  persons  without  documentary  evidence, 
upon  second-hand  information  from  irresponsible 
persons,  such  as  the  Secretaries  of  nurses'  societies, 
so  that  the  broken  pledge  of  the  Council  of  the. 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  (of  which  Miss  Cox- 
Davies  was  an  active  member)  might  be  partially 
redeemed  ;  and  College  nurses  placed  on  the 
State  Register  on  preferential  terms,  and  inci- 
dentally an  electorate  for  College  candidates 
provided  at  the  forthcoming  election. 

5.  Consorting  together  to  eject  us  from  the 
Registration  and  other  Committees. 

6.  Depreciating  the  power  and  prestige  of 
Nursing  as  a  Profession  by  placing  a  medical 
specialist  in  the  Chair  of  the  Registration  Commit- 
tee (on  the  proposal  of  Miss  Cox-Davies)  instead  of 
a  Registered  Nurse,  and  issuing  certificates  to 
use  the  title  "  Registered  Nurse,"  signed  by 
medical  men  and  not  by  a  professional  member 
of  the  Council. 

7.  Eliminating  nursing  experts  to  place  a  lay- 


woman,  ignorant  of  nursing  education,  ethics, 
and  economics,  on  our  Education  Committee, 
and  thus  depriving  the  great  branch  of  Fever 
nursing  of  expert  representation  at  a  very  critical 
period  of  the  deliberations. 

8.  And  again,  upon  the  proposal  of  a  College 
Matron,  placing  another  titled  laywoman  in  the 
Chair  of  our  General  Purposes  Committee,  which 
controls  our'professional  headquarters,  and  recom- 
mends expenditure  to  the  extent  of  thousands  of 
pounds  of  the  nurses'  money  towards  which, 
as  a  nominated  unprofessional  member  of  the 
Council,  she  has  no  financial  responsibility. 

We  are  not  posing  as  martyrs — far  from  it — 
but  we  are  organising  ourselves  outside  the  General 
Nursing  Council  to  demand  personal  and  profes- 
sional responsibility  for  Registered  Nurses  con- 
cerning their  own  professional  affairs — responsi- 
bility enjoyed  by  the  members  of  the  medical  and 
other  professions  composed  of  enfranchised  citizens. 
We  hope  in  the  future  to  make  it  impossible  for 
cabals  within  the  General  Nursing  Council  to 
penalise  their  colleagues  whose  integrity  stands  in 
the  way  of  the  subjugation  of  the  nursing  profession 
by  their  employers,  with  whom  Miss  Cox-Davies  is 
firmly  allied.  We  leave  honourable  people  to 
draw  their  own  conclusions  on  the  recent  actions 
of  the  majority  of  the  Council.  We  have  no  fear 
of  their  verdict. 

The  despotic  party-spirit  and  narrowness  of 
vision  of  which  Miss  Cox-Davies  complains — 
which  "  checked  and  defeated  every  effort  to 
organise  the  Nursing  Profession  for  so  many 
years,"  have  been  cardinal  offences  of  the  anti- 
registrationists,  not  of  those  who  promoted 
Nursing  reform,  and  won  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Acts  ;  and  it  is  this  spirit  of  intolerance  of  power 
for  the  worker  upon  the  part  of  the  lay,  medical 
and  majority  of  Matron  members  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  and  the  monopoly  of  power  by 
these  persons,  which  has  roused  the  determined 
resistance  of  the  representatives  of  the  rank  and 
file  w  ho  are  the  back-bone  of  the  Nursing  Profes- 
sion.— Ed.].  

PLEASE    NOTICE. 

Some  time  ago,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick  gave 
those  nurses  with  whom  she  had  worked  permission 
to  use  her  name  as  a  reference  for  State  Registra- 
tion. She  now  feels  compelled  to  withdraw  this 
permission,  as  the  General  Nursing  Council  has  re- 
pudiated its  responsibility  for  scrutinising  Forms 
and  references.  As  a  member  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  Mrs.  Fenwick  declines  to  fill  in 
reference  Forms  for  the  sole  inspection  of  the 
Registrar,  whose  absolute  authority  in  this  con- 
nection she  does  not  recognise. 


We  regret  to  be  compelled  to  hold  over  several 
important  letters,  and  interesting  communications. 

OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

May  i^th. — What  are  the  principal  glands  of  the 
body,  and  what  are  their  functions  ? 

May  20th. — Describe  the  part  played  by  insects 
in  spreading  disease. 
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The  Midwife. 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES'  BOARD. 

A  Meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives'  Board  was 
held  at  the  Board  Room,  i ,  Queen  Anne's  Gate 
Buildings,  Westminster,  on  Thursday  April  27th. 
Sir  Francis  Champneys  presided,  but  vacated  the 
chair  while  the  first  business  on  the  Agenda — the 
election  of  Chairman — took  place,  which  resulted 
in  the  re-election  of  Sir  Francis  Champneys,  a 
foregone  conclusion.  In  this  connection  Professor 
Henry  Briggs  spoke  as  follows  : — 

"  Our  regard  for  our  Chairman's  work  and  our 
esteem  for  him  are  still  unbroken. 

Every  member  of  the  Board  feels  at  each  step 
the  firm  foothold  ;  much  of  this  rock  has  been 
chosen  and  collected  by  the  Chairman  himself, 
a  man  of  grit  and  judgment. 

The  members  of  the  Board  are  alive  to  their 
gigantic  debt  to  the  Chairman,  and  to  him  they 
again  express  the  best  of  thanks.  They  also 
realize  the  high  standard  of  loyal  service  of  the 
Secretary  and  of  the  whole  office  staff.  Long 
may  the  leading  and  co-operation  endure. 

This  is  the  Board's  20th  birthday.  April  brings 
one  of  its  brightest  moments  to  the  members  who 
so  highly  appreciate  the  services  of  Sir  Francis 
Champneys." 

The  Finance  and  Penal  Cases  Committee  were 
elected,  and  a  letter  was  received  from  Dr.  H. 
West  thanking  the  Board  for  their  congratulations 
and  good  wishes  on  the  occasion  of  his  marriage. 

The  Board  then  adjourned  for  the  holding  of  the 
Penal  Board  and  the  meetings  of  the  various 
Committees. 

Report  of  Standing  Committee. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee the  following  members  were  appointed  to 
constitute  the  Approvals  Sub-Committee  : — Lady 
Mabelle  Egerton,  Dr.  J.  S.  Fairbairn,  Miss  M.  O. 
Haydon,  Dr.  R.  A.  Lyster,  Miss  Rosalind  Paget, 
Mr.  C.  Sangster. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Director  of  the 
Division  of  Nursing  Public  Health  Department, 
New  Zealand  (Miss  Hester  Maclean,  R.R.C.),  with 
reference  to  the  Resolution  passed  by  the  Board  at 
its  Meeting  on  November  1 7th,  1 92 1 ,  on  the 
question  of  Reciprocity  between  the  Board  and 
the  Midwifery  Authority  in  New  Zealand. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Director  of  the  Division 
of  Nursing,  Public  Health  Department,  New 
Zealand,  be  informed  that  the  Board  is  now 
satisfied  that  the  standard  of  midwifery  training 
and  examination  in  New  Zealand  is  in  fact  equiva- 
lent to  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Board  and 
it  will  admit  to  its  Roll,  subject  to  compliance 
with  the  terms  and  conditions  of  Section  10  of  the 
Midwives  Act,  1918,  midwives  who  hold  the  Certi- 
ficate of  the  Midwifery  Authority  in  New  Zealand 
in  virtue  of  having  passed  the  Examination  of  that 
Authority,  provided  that  all  midwives  who  hold 
the  Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  in 


virtue  of  having  passed  its  Examination  are 
afforded  reciprocal  opportunities  of  being  admitted 
to  the  Midwives  Roll  in  New  Zealand. 

The  Board  desires  to  point  out  that  no  training 
in  England  or  Wales  outside  an  institution  can  be 
accepted  unless  the  training  medical  practitioner 
or  midwife  is  specially  approved  by  the  Board  for 
the  purpose,  and  that  the  Board  always  satisfies 
itself  that  such  training  is  adequate.  In  these 
circumstances  it  trusts  that  the  New  Zealand 
authorities  will  see  their  way  to  accord  to  all 
midwives  enrolled  in  England  who  have  been 
trained  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board  the 
privileges  at  present  accorded  to  those  midwives 
only  who  are  trained  nurses  or  who  have  been 
trained  in  institutions. 

Reciprocity  with  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  twelve  Scottish 
and  Irish  midwives  holding  the  certificate,  by 
examination,  of  the  Central  Midwives'  Board  for 
Scotland  and  Ireland  had  been  placed  on  the  Roll. 

The  names  of  seven  midwives  were  removed 
from  the  Roll  at  their  own  request. 

Resolution. 
It  was  resolved,  on  the  motion  of  Dr.  Lyster  : — 
(i)  "  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  it  is 
desirable  that  the  power  to  inspect  lying-in 
institutions  which  is  at  present  possessed  by  a 
few  local  supervising  authorities  under  local 
Acts  should  be  extended  to  all  local  supervising 
authorities." 

(2)  "  That  the  Board  requests  the  Ministry  of 
Health  to  endeavour  to  arrange  for  legislation  to 
be  carried  in  order  to  give  effect  to  the  above 
resolution." 

THE    APRIL    EXAMINATION. 

At  the  ninety-second  Examination  of  th.; 
Central  Midwives'  Board,  held  in  London  and 
the  Provinces  on  April  3rd,  623  candidates  were 
examined  and  486  passed  the  examiners.  The 
percentage   of   failures  was   22.0. 

So  large  a  percentage  of  failures  must  be  dis- 
appointing alike  to  the  candidates,  many  of 
whom  have  considerable  difficulty  in  paying  the 
fees  for  training  and  can  ill  afford  to  expend 
more,  to  the  training  schools,  and  to  the  Board 
itself.  A  conference  on  training  methods  might  do 
something   towards   eliciting   the   reason. 

NATIONAL  BABY  WEEK   COUNCIL. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  National  Baby 
Week  Council,  which  is  to  be  held  in  the  Lecture 
Hall,  Carnegie  House,  117,  Piccadilly,  W.,  on 
Tuesday,  May  9th,  at  3.0  p.m..  Dr.  Eric  Pritchard 
presiding.  Sir  Arthur  Newsholme,  K.C.B.,  M.D., 
will  give  an  Address  on  "  Mortality  in  the  First 
Month  after  Birth  and  the  Possibility  of  Reducing 
It  "  ;  and  Dr.  Janet  Lane  Claypon  will  speak  on 
"  The  Milk  Question." 
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GAY   COURAGE. 

"Courage  is  the  thing.  AH  goes  if  courage  goes! 
The  greatness  of  the  people  is  founded  on  their  moral 
principles;  but  what  says  our  Johnson  of  courage: 
'  Unless  a  man  has  that  virtue  he  has  no  security  for 
preserving  any  other.'  " 

— Sir  James  Barrie  at  St.  Andrews. 

The  Rectorial  Address  of  Sir  James  Barrie 
at  St.  Andrews  University  on  May  3rd  is  one 
of  the  most  memorable  that  has  been  delivered, 
for  the  reason  that  the  Rector  combines  with 
the  wis'dom  of  age  the  g-aiety  of  youth,  and'  to 
hear  wisdom  from  the  mouth  of  Peter  Pan  is 
an  entrancing  experience. 

The  Rector  does  not  envy  the  great  ones  of 
the  earth.  The  people  he  has  cared  for,  and 
who  have  seemed  most  worth  caring-  for,  have, 
he  says,  been  very  simple  folk,  but  he  cares 
supremely  for  the  young,  soon  to  set  forth 
along^  the  road  which  he  has  already  trudg^ed. 
"  Would  that  I  could  put  into  your  bands,"  he 
told  the  St.  Andrews  underg-raduates,  "  a  staff 
for  that  somewhat  bloody  march.  There  is 
much  about  myself  that  I  conceal  from  other 
people,  but  to  help  you  I  would  expose  every 
cranny  of  my  mind. 

"  But,  alas  !  when  the  hour  comes  for  the 
Rector  to  answer  to  his  call  he  is  unable  to 
enter  into  the  underg^raduate  he  used  to  be, 
and  so  the  only  door  into  you  is  closed.  We, 
your  elders,  are  much  more  interested  in  you 
than  you  are  in  us.  We  are  not  really  im- 
portant to  you.  ...  I  cannot  provide  you  with 
that  staff  for  your  journey.  But  perhaps  I 
can  tell  you  a  little  about  it  :  how  to  use  it  and 
lose  it,  and  find  it  ag^ain  and  clings  to  it  more 
than  never.  You  shall  out  it — so  it  is  ordained 
— every  one  of  you  for  himself,  and  its  name  is 
Courage.  You  must  excuse  me  if  I  talk  a 
g-ood  deal  about  courage  to  you  to-day.  There 
is  nothing  else  much  worth  speakings  about  to 
underg-raduates,  or  graduates,  or  white-haired 
men  and  women.  It  is  the  lovely  virtue — the 
rib  of  Himself  that  God  sent  down  to  His 
<;hildren." 

And  then  the  Rector  talked  most  charm- 
ingly, out  of  his  experience,  to  youth. 


"  My  own  theme  is  Courage,  as  you  should 
use  it  in  the  g^reat  fight  that  seems  to  me  to 
be  coming  between  Youth  and  their  Betters; 
by  Youth  meaning-,  of  course,  you,  and  by 
your  Betters  us.  I  want  you  to  take  up  this 
position — that  Youth  have  for  too  long-  left 
exclusively  in  our  hands  the  decisions  in 
national  matters  that  are  more  vital  to  them 
than  to  us.  Things  about  the  next  war,  for 
instance,  and  why  the  last  one  ever  had  a 
beginning.  That  the  time  has  arrived  for 
Youth  to  demand  a  partnership.  That  to  gain 
courage  is  what  you  come  to  St.  Andrews  for. 

"  Your  Betters  had  no  share  in  the  imme- 
diate cause  of  the  war — we  know  what  nation 
has  that  blot  to  wipe  out ;  but  for  fifty  years  or 
so  we  heeded  not  the  rumblings  of  the  distant 
drum — I  don't  mean  by  lack  of  militar}-  pre- 
parations— and  when  war  did  come,  we  told 
Youth,  who  had  to  get  us  out  of  it,  tall  tales 
of  what  it  really  is  and  the  clover  beds  it  would 
lead  to.  We  w-ere  not  meaning  to  deceive, 
most  of  us  were  as  honourable  and  as  ignorant 
as  the  Youth  themselves ;  but  that  does  not 
acquit  us  of  stupidity  and  jealousy,  the  two 
black  spots  in  human  nature  which,  more  than 
love  of  money,  are  at  the  root  of  all  evil. 

"  I  am  far  from  implying  that  worse  things 
than  war  may  not  come  to  a  State.  .  .  .  There 
is  a  form  of  anaemia  that  is  more  rotting  than 
even  an  unjust  war.  The  end  will  indeed  have 
come  to  our  courage,  and  to  us,  when  we  are 
afraid  in  dire  mischances  to  refer  the  final 
appeal  to  the  arbitrament  of  arms.  I  suppose 
all  the  lusty  of  our  race,  alive  and  dead,  join  ' 
hands  on  that. 

"  But  if  you  must  be  in  the  struggle,  the 
more  reason  you  should  know  why,  before  it 
begins,  and  have  a  say  in  the  decision  whether 
it  is  to  begin." 

From  speaking  on  courage  in  the  abstract 
the  Rector  called  to  mind  men  who  were 
examples  of  this  virtue  to  a  supreme  degree. 
Henley,  Stevenson,  Hardy,  and  Captain  Scott, 
who  wrote  in  a  farewell  letter:  "We  are 
pegging  out  in  a  very  comfortless  spot.  .  .  . 
We  are  in  a  desperate  state,  feet  frozen,  &c.. 
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no  fuel,  and  a  long-  way  from  food,  but  it 
v/ould  do  your  heart  good  to  be  in  our  tent,  to 
hear  our  songs,  and  our  cheery  conversation." 
"Be  not,"  said  the  Rector,  "merely  cour- 
ageous, but  lighthearted,  also  gay.  .  .  .  Yet 
lightheartedness  is  not  for  ever  and  a  day. 
*     But  couragfe  comes  aJl  the  way. 

"  '  Fight  on,  my  men,'  says  Sir  Andrew  Barton, 
'  I  am  hurt,  but  I  am  not  slaine ; 
I'll  lie  me  down,  and  bleed  a-while, 
And  then  I'll  rise  and  fight  again.'" 

"  In  bidding  you  goodbye,"  Sir  James 
Barrie  concluded,  "  my  last  words  must  be  of 
the  lovely  virtue.  Courage,  my  children,  and 
'  greet  the  unseen  with  a  cheer. '  " 


OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


WHAT    ARE    THE     PRINCIPAL    GLANDS     OF    THE 
BODY.     AND     WHAT      ARE      THEIR     FUNCTIONS? 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Cross,  Woolwich 
Home  for  Ailing  Babies,  Eg-linton  Road,  Plum- 
stead,  S.E.iS. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Glands  are  small  bodies  or  organs  occurring 
in  different  parts  of  the  body ;  there  are  two 
kinds,  "  secreting  g^lands  "  and  "  excreting- 
glands,"  or  both  combined. 

The  structure  of  a  gland  is  a  mass  of  tissue 
formed  of  collections  of  cells  which  are  sur- 
rounded by  blood  and  lymph  vessels,  and  which 
manufacture,  from  the  nourishment  supplied 
to  them  by  the  blood,  certain  substances  which 
form  the  secretion  of  the  gland,  which  did  not 
pre-exist  in  the  blood ;  this  substance  is  set 
apart  for  some  future  use  in  the  body.  In 
most  cases  the  secretion  is  poured  out  by  the 
gland-cells  into  tiny  vessels  or  tubes,  which 
join  together  to  form  a  duct,  which  leads  to 
the  exterior  or  into  a  cavity.  Some  glands 
pour  their  secretion  into  the  blood  or  lymph 
stream,  and  it  has  some  special  influence  over 
the  general  nutrition  of  the  body ;  these  glands 
are  known  as  ductless  glands. 

The  principal  glands  of  the  body  are  the 
liver,  kidneys,  salivary,  pancreas,  lymphatic, 
spleen,  mammary,  lachrymal,  sudioriparous, 
sebaceous,  ceruminous,  meibomian  and  the 
intestinal  glands. 

The  liver  is  the  largest  gland  in  the  body  ; 
its  function  is  secreting  bile  and  glycogen  and 
manufacturing  an  internal  secretion  which  is 
poured  into  the  blood.  The  bile  is  required  to 
aid  digestion,  chiefly  of  the  fatty  matters,  by 
neutralising  the  acid  of  the  gastric  juice. 


The  kidneys  are  the  chief  excretory  organs 
and  excrete  an  injurious  substance  from  the 
blood  called  urea. 

The  salivary  or  digestive  glands,  parotid, 
sub-maxillary  and  sub-lingual,  secrete  saliva. 
Their  function  is  to  prepare  a  substance  which 
converts  starch  into  sugar,  and  to  bring  the 
materials  of  the  food  into  such  a  condition  that 
they  may  be  taken  up  by  the  blood  and 
lymphatic  vessels,  so  as  to  be  rendered  avail- 
able for  the  wants  of  the  system. 

The  pancreas  secretes  pancreatic  juice; 
this  neutralises  the  gastric  juice  and  prevents 
the  further  action  of  its  ferments. 

Lymphatic  glands  act  as  filters  for  the 
lymphatic  system,  and  detain  any  septic 
material,  thus  preventing  it  entering  the 
general  circulation. 

The  lymph  glands  also  play  an  active  part 
in  the  elaboration  of  the  blood. 

The  mesenteric  glands  are  the  lymphatic 
glands  of  the  lacteals;  they  assist  in  elaborat- 
ing the  chyle. 

The  spleen  is  one  of  the  ductless  glands ;  its 
functions  are  connected  with  the  work  of 
sanguification,  and  the  metamorphoses  of  the 
blood  corpuscles. 

The  mammary  glands  of  the  breasts  consist 
of  numerous  masses  of  cells  which,  during 
lactation  in  nursing  mothers,  discharge  a  secre- 
tion of  milk  for  nourishing  their  babies. 

The  lachrymal  glands  secrete  fluid  which 
moistens  and  lubricates  the  front  of  the  eve- 
ball.  ^ 

Sudoriparous  g-lands  excrete  the  perspira- 
tion, which  consists,  when  condensed,  of  a 
colourless  transparent,  slightly  acid  liquid, 
having  a  characteristic  odour. 

Sebaceous  glands  secrete  fatty  matter  to 
keep  the  skin  soft  and  flexible. 

Ceruminous  glands  secrete  the  waxy  secre- 
tion of  the  ear. 

Meibomian  glands,  sebaceous  glands  of  the 
eyelids. 

The  mucous  glands,  found  in  the  mucous 
membrane  from  the  mouth  to  the  rectum.  The 
glands  separate  from  the  blood  a  watery  fluid 
called  mucus,  which  serves  to  keep  the  mucous 
membrane  moist. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honourable 
mention  :— Miss  James,  Miss  P.  Thomson, 
Miss  A.  Anderson,  Miss  Jennings,  Miss  T. 
Butler. 

QUESTION  FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

Describe  the  part  played  by  insects  in 
spreading  disease. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


For  the  season  Lady  Readings,  wife  of 
the  Viceroy  of  India,  has  given  Armsdell, 
one  of  the  most  charming-  bung-alows  on  the 
Vioereg-al  estate  at  Simla,  for  the  use  of  the 
Minto  Nurses'  Association.  The  work  of  the 
Association,  which  provides  a  holiday  home 
for  nursing-  sisters  at  moderate  terms,  having 
been  brought  to  her  Excellency's  notice,  she 
learned  that  sisters  were  often  unable  to  take 
the  requisite  leave  from  their  trying  work  in 
the  plains  owing  to  the  cost  of  accommodation 
in  the  hills. 

This  gracrful  act  is  the  latest  of  a  series  of 
efforts  made  by  her  Excellency  to  improve  the 
conditions  of  nursing  and  health  in  India. 


In  connection  with  the  College  of  Nursing 
Annual  Meetings,  there  will  be,  on  Thursday, 
June  22nd,  at  10.30  a.m.,  a  conference  of 
Sister-Tutors,  to  which  all  bond-fide  teachers 
who  are  College  members  working  on  the 
General  Nursing  Council^  Syllabus  are  invited. 
Suggestions  for  discussion  are  asked,  and 
should  be  sent  in  by  May  24th  to  Miss  Lane, 
Sisiter-Tutor,  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  W.2.  A 
ticket  of  admission  and  copy  of  agenda  will  be 
sent  later  to  all  who  notify  to  the  above  their 
intention  of  being  present. 


Presiding  at  a  Nursing  Federation  meeting 
at  Nottingham,  the  Duchess  of  Newcastle 
alluded  to  the  fact  that  difficulty  was  ex- 
perienced in  finding  candidates  for  work  as 
nurses,  more  particularly  in  rural  districts,  and 
that  at  a  time  when  so  many  young  women 
were  seeking  employment.  Not  only  was  free 
training  of  candidates  offered  for  one  year, 
with  free  uniform  and  travelling  expenses,  but 
an  allowance  of  ;;Ci6  pocket  money  was  also 
madte.  Yet,  although  it  appeared  incredible, 
candidates  were  lacking. 

It  does  not  appear  incredible  to  us.  We 
wonder  if  the  Duchess  of  Newcastle,  who  is  a 
great  sportswoman,  hasi  ever  heard  of  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Act?  County  Nursing  Associa- 
tions have  for  years  been  encouraging  what  is 
termed,  quite  illegally,  the  "  Nurse  Midwife  "  ; 
and  now  that  both  Nurses  and  Midwives  have 
legal  status,  and  legal  titles,  by  Acts  of  Par- 
liament, it  is  time  ladies  of  social  eminence 
who  patronise  them  should  study  nursing 
economics,  and  realise  that  working  women 
should  be  encouraged  to  train  thoroughly  up 
to  the  legal  standard,  so  that  they  may  enjoy 
better  conditions.      The  day   is  over  when   a 


smattering  of  nursing  tacked  on  to  a  short 
course  of  midwifery  will  satisfy  the  type  of 
woman  who  should  be  encouraged  to  attend 
the  sick  and  the  lying-in  woman.  It  is  high 
time  Society  ceased  meddling  with  professional 
standards. 


The  Scottish  Branch  of  the  Queen  Victoria 
Jubilee  Institute  for  Nurses  has  always  main- 
tained a  very  high  standard  of  training,  and 
has  never  encouraged  placing  women  with  a 
few  months'  training  as  district  nurses, 
although  certain  Duchesses  and  other  social 
magnates  have  run  such  Associations.  Now 
we  note  that  the  Institute  is  making  an  effort 
to  establish  County  Nursing  Federations  in 
Forfarshire  and  elsewhere,  to  provide  highly 
qualified  nurses  throughout  the  counties,  and 
are,  we  regret  to  see,  being  opposed  by  the 
County  Council. 


At  a  recent  meeting  held  in  the  Town  and 
County  Hall,  Forfar,  Provost  Marshall 
presided  over  an  audience  representative  of  the 
burgh  and  county  authorities  and  Burgh  and 
Rural  District  Nursing  Associations.  He  was 
accompanied  on  the  platform  by  the  Lady 
Susan  Gilmour,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Jubilee 
Institute,  and  Miss  White,  Superintendent  of 
the  Institute  in  Scotland. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  County  Council,  held 
previously,  however,  when  the  question  of  ap- 
pointing representatives  to  attend  the  meeting 
came  up,  Mr.  Wm.  Smith  moved  that  the 
Council  be  not  represented.  He  did  not  think 
that  the  Jubilee  nurses  would  be  suitable  for 
the  rural  work,  where  they  would  be  expected 
to  undertake  more  than  mere  nursing  services. 

Eventually  Dr.  Sinclair  was  appointed  to 
attend  and  state  that  the  Council  were  not 
favourable  to  the  proposal. 


Dr.  Sinclair  said  the  Queen  Victoria  Jubilee 
Nursing  Association  had  no  rural  nurses,  and 
their  scheme  was  to  amalgamate  burghs  with 
the  rural  districts.  The  average  cost  of  a 
Queen  Victoria  nurse  was  ;£22o  to  ;£25o  per 
annum,  whereas  the  ordinary  rural  nurse,  such 
as  they  had  at  Glamis  at  present,  cost  ;£ioo. 
The  total  number  of  nurses  required  would  be 
thirty-three,  excluding  the  burgh  of  Arbroath, 
and  the  total  cost  of  these  nurses  would  be  at 
least  ;;(^6,oc)0  per  annum  for  the  county  area. 
Together  with  the  management  exp>enses  and 
items  of  travelling,  the  whole  thing  would  cost 
about  ;iC7,ooo.  He  thought  it  was  up  to  the 
Insurance  Committees  to  supply  nurses  to  their 
members.     The  Scottish  Board  of  Health  re- 
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fused  to  allow  any  more  schemes  to  be  put  into 
force. 


Lady  Susan  Gilmour  quoted  many  instances 
where  the  Institute  had  established  county 
nursing-  services,  and  were  still  carrying-  them 
on  successfully.  The  Institute  had  come  to  an 
agfreement  with  a  large  number  of  Approved 
Societies  to  provide  nursing-  for  the  Societies' 
members.  This  was  a  most  important  step  for 
the  future  benefit  of  the  people.  The  Approved 
Societies  would  be  paying-  either  so  much  per 
visit  of  the  nurse  or  on  a  capitation  basis,  and 
this  would  assist  County  Associations  with 
their  finances.  What  they  wanted  to  effect  in 
Forfarshire  was  a  Federation  of  all  the  District 
Nursing  Associations,  so  that  no  part  of  the 
county  mig-ht  remain  un-nursed. 


The  scheme  appears  an  excellent  one,  and, 
we  hope,  will  be  carried  througfh.  The  sick 
poor  have  a  right  to  Reg^istered  Nurses,  and 
nursingf  in  rural  districts  should  no  longfer 
include  the  roug^her  domestic  labour. 


The  committees  of  the  Melbourne  Hospital 
and  of  the  Women's  Hospital  have  agreed  on 
a  scheme  of  affiliation  whereby  a  system  of 
interchange  of  nurses  has  been  arranged 
between  the  training  schools  of  these  institu- 
tions. The  agreement  provides  that  pupil- 
nurses  will  pass  their  period  of  probation  at 
the  Melbourne  Hospital,  and  that  in  addition 
to  the  general  training'  received  there  they  will 
spend  a  part  of  the  first  three  and  a  half  years 
in  the  gynaecolog-ical  words  at  the  Women's 
Hospital.  Nurses  will  during-  the  last  six 
months  of  the  full  course  of  four  years,  be 
trained  in  midwifery  at  the  Women's  Hos- 
pital. 

The  efifect  of  this  combined  training  should 
be  invaluable  to  the  nurses,  and  the  posses- 
sion of  the  joint  certificate  to  be  issued  will 
be  a  g-uarantee  to  the  public  of  a  comprehen- 
sive training".  The  committees  of  these  hos- 
pitals are  to  be  commended  for  their  progres- 
sive policy,  which  it  is  anticipated  will  make  an 
already  valuable  training-  even  better. 

In  addition  to  the  above  important  changes, 
the  trustees  of  the  C.  L.  Forrest  trust  have 
generously  established  at  the  Melbourne  Hos- 
pital a  fund  to  be  known  as  "  The  C.  L.  For- 
rest Trust  "  Prize  and  Medal  Fund  for  nurses 
of  that  institution.  Provision  is  made  for  the 
award  of  first  and  second  prizes  to  pupil- 
nurses  in  their  respective  years,  and  of  a  gold 
medal.      In  awarding  the   gold   medal  reg-ard 


will  be  had  to  practical  ward  work  and  general 
good  conduct,  in  addition  to  ag-gregate  marks 
received  during^  the  first  three  years. 


INTERNATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  NURSES, 


Much  regret  will  be  felt  by  the  Trained 
Nurses  Association  of  India  that  Miss  Ruth 
Darbyshire,  Past  President,  is  unable  to  attend 
the  Copenhag-en  Meetings  of  the  International 
Council  of  Nurses  as  its  official  Deltg-ate.  It 
is  still  necessary  for  Miss  Darbyshire,  under 
medical  advice,  to  abstain  from  undue  exertion 
after  her  recent  illness.  Under  these  re- 
g-rettaible  circumstances  Miss  Maud  Lamb  will 
attend  the  Meeting-,  and  we  feel  sure  she  will 
be  a  very  suitable  representative  of  the  Nurses 
of  India,  where  she  was  for  some  time  Secre- 
tary of  their  Association,  and  knows  intimately 
nursing-  conditions  in  that  g-reat  Empire. 

Another  disappointment  results  from  the 
attack  of  influenza  from  which  we  are 
pleased  to  learn  Miss  Kathleen  Smith  is 
recovering.  She  was  to  have  been  one 
of  our  four  representatives,  but  unfor- 
tunately she  is  unable  to  g-o  to  Copenhag-en. 
Miss  Isabel  Macdonald,  invited  to  attend  as 
her  substitute,  is  unable  to  leave  London, 
so  Miss  Maude  MacCallum  has  been  invited 
to  take  her  place,  and  has  consented  to  do  so. 

The  National  Council  of  Nurses  will  enter- 
tain all  the  Deleg-ates  g'oing"  to  Copenhagen 
at  dinner  at  the  Royal  British  Nurses  AssociaH 
tion's  Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.,  on  thet 
evening-  of  Wednesday,  May  17th,  and  wish 
them  hon  voyage.  Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick, 
the  Founder  of  the  International  Council  of 
Nurses,  will  preside.  They  are  sure  of  a  most 
interesting-  and   instructive  visit. 

Rosettes  of  red,  white  and  blue  ribbon  will  be 
worn  by  our  Delegates  as  their  distinguishing' 
mark  at  Copenhag-en,  and  they  are  requested 
to  take  any  Decorations  they  possess  to  wear 
on  official  occasions. 


THE    REGISTERED    NURSES    PARLIA- 
MENTARY   COUNCIL. 

Application  Forms  and  the  Constitution  of 
the  R.N.P.C.  are  now  in  print.  Apply  to  the 
Hon.  Secretary,  431,  Oxford  Street,  London, 
W.I,  enclosing  a  stamped  envelope  for  reply. 
All  Registered  Nurses  who  approve  of  the 
objects  of  the  Council  should  join  and  support 
its  policy  of  government  of  the  Nursing  Pro- 
fession by  the  Registered  Nurses  themselves. 
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THE    GUY'S    HOSPITAL    NURSES' 
LEAGUE. 


The  Twenty-second  Annual  Meeting  and  the 
Fourteenth  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Guy's  Hospital 
Past  and  Present  Nurses'  League  took  place  at 
the  Hospital,  on  Friday,  May  5th.  Each  year  a 
greater  strain  is  put  upon  the  capacity  of  even 
the  spacious  dining-room,  which  forms  part  of 
the  Home  of  which  Guy's  Nurses  are  justly 
proud,  and  this  year  those  members  were  wise 
who  made  application  for  tickets  in  good  time, 
for  late  comers  had  to  be  refused  as  crowded  out. 

The  tables  looked  charming  with  the  light 
streaming  in  through  the  great  bow  window  on 
vases  of  golden  daffodils,  the  colour  of  which 
seemed  reflected  in  big  glass  jugs  of  lemonade. 

Miss  Margaret  Hogg,  C.B.E.,  R.R.C.,  the 
Matron,  was  supported  by  Dame  Sarah  Swift  and 
Miss  L.  V.  Haughton  (former  Matrons),  Miss  L.  E. 
JoUey  (Lady  Superintendent  at  Hollo  way  Prison), 
and  others.  Of  the  dinner,  it  must  suffice  to  say 
that  the  encomiums  showered  upon  the  Matron, 
the  Home  Sister,  and  the  cook  were  thoroughly 
well  deserved. 

The  Annual  Meeting. 

Miss  Hogg  (as  Matron  of  the  Hospital  and  Hon. 
Secretary  of  the  League)  cordially  welcomed  the 
members,  and  said  it  was  a  Red  Letter  night  for 
the  League  to  have  with  it  Dame  Sarah  Swift, 
Miss  Haughton  (whom  it  was  a  delightful  pleasure 
to  see  looking  so  strong  and  well  again),  and  Miss 
Oxford.  They  regretted  that  Miss  Sheldon  was 
unable  to  be  present.  She  retired  from  the  Insti- 
tute a  short  time  ago,  and  they  all  wished  her 
every  happiness  in  her  future  work. 

Miss  Hogg  invited  all  present  to  help  in  making 
the  Fete  organised  by  the  Ladies'  Association, 
to  be  held  in  the  Hospital  grounds,  in  aid  of  the 
Hospital,  a  great  success ;  gifts  for  the  stalls 
would  be  very  welcome,  including  the  second- 
hand stall. 
•  Miss  L.  E.  Jolley,  on  the  invitation  of  Miss 
Hogg,  then  took  the  chair,  and  signed  the  minutes 
of  the  last  Annual  Meeting. 

The  Report  of  the  Years  Work. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  (the  Matron)  then  gave  a 
report  of  the  year's  work,  and,  in  the  absence  of 
Mrs.  Hughes  (the  Hon.  Treasurer)  presented  the 
financial    statement. 

The  Report  stated  that  between  80  and  go 
Present  Members  have  been  transferred  to  the 
Past  Section  during  the  year.  About  300  week- 
end and  days  off  have  been  spent  at  the  Cottage 
during  the  year,  and  nearly  900  short  visits  paid 
for  tea  and  breakfast.  Nearly  1,000  volumes 
have  been  taken  out  of  the  Nurses'  Library  during 
the  year. 

Nurse  Vian  was  the  winner  this  year  of  the 
Fagge  Tennis  Challenge  Cup.  The  dry  summer 
last  year  was  so  detrimental  to  the  grass  tennis 
court  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  have  a  new 
court  altogether.     After  much  thought  and  dis- 


cussion, the  Council  decided  to  have  a  second 
hard    court    put    down. 

The  Nurses'  Swimming  Club  worked  very  hard 
during  the  year,  and  a  Hospital  Team  of  six  of 
the  best  swimmers  took  part  in  the  Inter  Hospital 
Swimming  Sports  held  at  the  Bath  Club,  and 
the  Guy's  team  was  successful  in  winning  a  very 
handsome  Silver  Challenge  Cup  presented  by 
Sir  Alfred  and  Lady  Fripp.  to  be  competed  for 
each  year  by  the  nurses  in  the  various  hospitals. 

The  Annual  Swimming  Gala,  in  the  Nurses' 
Home,  took  place  on  October  12th.  Lady  Fripp 
has  given  a  Silver  Challenge  Cup,  to  be  competed 
for  each  year,  and  the  nurse  who  gains  65  per  cent, 
marks  for  diving  and  style  is  to  have  her  name 
engraved  upon  the  cup.  This  year  it  is  held 
by    Nurse    Garland. 

The  Dramatic  Society  has  been  very  energetic, 
and  the  Photographic  Society  gave  a  Lantern 
Lecture  in  February  ;  both  have  made  a  collection 
for  the  new  tennis  court. 

With  regard  to  the  Needlework  and  Photo- 
graphic Exhibitions,  Mrs.  Burgwin  (who  kindly 
acted  as  judge  of  the  Needlework),  again  reported 
that  the  standard  of  the  work  shown  was  veiy 
high,  and  she  had  great  difficulty  in  awarding  the 
prizes.  There  were  a  large  number  of  entries  for 
the  Photographic  Exhibition  ;  and  Mr.  HoUyer, 
who  again  kindly  acted  as  judge,  gave  much 
useful  advice   and   criticism. 

The  report  concluded  by  recording,  with  much 
regret,  the  death  of  Miss  Sarah  Ellis,  in  January 
of  pneumonia  following  influenza.  She  entered 
Guy's  Hospital  in  1888  ;  joined  the  Private  Nurses' 
Staff  in  1894  ;    and  retired  in  March,   19 19. 

Financial  Report. 

The  balance  sheet  showed  that  the  finances 
were  in  a  healthy  condition,  the  income  for  the 
year  amounting  to  ;^56o  15s.  gd.,  and  the  expendi- 
ture to  ;^5i3  19s.  8d.  With  the  amount  carried 
forward  from  the  previous  year  there  was  a 
balance  in  hand  of  ;^i22  los.  5d.  Miss  Hogg 
pointed  out  in  conclusion  that  they  would  have  to 
work  as  economically  as  possible  during  the 
coming  year  as  the  new  court  would  cost  about 
£250. 

The  adoption  of  the  Report,  including  the 
Financial  Report,  was  moved  by  Dame  Sarah 
Swift,  seconded  by  Miss  Haughton,  and  carried 
unanimously. 

Members  of  Council  for  the  Ensuing  Year. 

The  result  of  the  ballot  for  members  of  the 
Council  for  the  ensuing  year  was  then  announced 
by  Miss  Smith,  as  follows  : — 

Choral  Section. — Sister  Evelyn  (Miss  Johnson)  ; 
Nurse  Cornwall.  Swimming  Section. — Sister 
Mildred  (Miss  Hughes)  ;  Nurse  Garland.  Tennis 
Section. — Sister  Grace  (Miss  ManneU)  re-elected  ; 
Nurse  Stubbs.  Garden  Section. — Sister  Ann  (Miss 
Robins)  ;  Nurse  Parker  (re-elected).  Needlework 
Section. — Sister  Luke  (Miss  Wilson)  re-elected ; 
Nurse  Buchanan.       Photographic  Section. — Sister 
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Bailey ;     Nurse    Bishop    (re-elected) .  Library 

Section. — Sister  Griffiths  (re-elected)  ;  Nurse  N. 
Webb  (re-elected).  Debating  Section.  —  Sister 
Naaman    (Miss    Dearman),    re-elected ;  Nurse 

Watkins  (re-elected).  Dramatic  Section. — Sister 
Theatres  (Miss  Evershed)  ;    Nurse  Lyons. 

Hon.  Members. 

The  election  of  Lady  Fripp,  Lady  Hale  White, 
and  Mrs.  Robarts  as  Hon.  Members  of  the  Council 
was  then  confirmed. 

Address  by  the  Chairman. 

Miss  Jolley  then  gave  an  interesting  account  of 
her  work  at  HoUoway  Prison,  where  Miss  Pepper 
had  recently  been  appointed  as  Sister-in-Charge 
ot  a  hospital. 

She  described  the  work  as  very  interesting,  and  the 
dififerent  kinds  of  patients  with  whom  the  nursing 
staff  had  to  deal.  By  no  means  aU  were  really 
bad  characters.  Some  seemed  to  come  in  from 
sheer  bad  luck,  others  had  weak  wills,  and  had 
much  good  in  them  if  they  would  keep  away  from 
silly  companions,  others  again  got  into  trouble 
through  their  uncontrollable  tempers.  Miss  Jolley 
spoke  of  the  great  assistance  Sister  Stedman  had 
been  in  dealing  with  this  class  of  prisoners.  There 
was  a  wonderful  difference  ;  her  soothing  influence 
was  most  marked,  and  they  had  not  boiled  over 
nearly  so  often. 

She  believed  some  people  thought  nurses  were 
wasted  in  prisons.  This  was  far  from  being  the 
case.  She  hoped  in  time  the  prisons  would  be 
reduced  in  size,  and  only  contain  able-bodied 
criminals.  The  feeble-minded  had  no  right  to 
be  there.  It  would  be  the  greatest  kindness  to 
keep  these  people  out,  and  she  begged  all  those 
who  had  any  influence  to  work  for  the  establish- 
ment of  borderland  homes,  both  for  this  class  and 
for  the  epileptics  and  mental  deficients.  Setting 
aside  consideration  of  the  welfare  of  these  people, 
their  presence  in  the  prisons  really  interfered  with 
the  discipline  of  the  able-bodied  criminals. 

Some  interesting  work  in  psycho-analysis  among 
the  remand  prisoners  in  Birmingham  had  been 
carried  on  by  Mr.  Hamblin-Smith. 

Miss  Jolley  told  of  one  woman  who  was  dis- 
charged from  Holloway  at  mid-day,  and  in  the 
evening  was  knocking  at  the  gate  asking  to  be 
taken  in  again,  "if  it  was  only  for  the  night." 
Another  discharged  prisoner  set  out  to  go  to 
Liverpool,  but  by  the  time  she  got  to  Hitchin 
broke  the  window  in  a  chemist's  shop  there,  so 
that  she  might  be  brought  back  to  Holloway. 

Miss  Jolley  emphasised  the  difference  in  little 
things  which  might  seem  unimportant  between 
nursing  in  a  general  hospital  and  a  prison  hospital. 
A  piece  of  string  dropped  on  the  floor  of  a  hospital 
would  just  be  picked  up,  in  a  prison  it  must  imme- 
diately be  put  away,  lest  someone,  perhaps  only 
out  of  mischief,  should  tie  it  round  her  neck. 
She  described  the  humour  of  taking  the  census  at 
HoUoway.  When  she  asked  one  woman  her  name 
(meaning  her  Christian  name)  she  replied,  "  Put 
me  down  under  the  name  I'm  in  under  now, 
it  will  do  as  well  as  any,"  and  gave  her  birthplace 


as    "  somewhere    between    here    and    Australia," 
saying  she  was  "  a  stow  off  a  ship." 

Miss  Jolley  said  that  the  shoplifters  didn't 
think  they  were  injuring  anyone,  when  she  re- 
monstrated with  one  she  received  the  reply, 
"  Just  look  at  the  profit  John  Barker  is  making." 

She  concluded  by  hoping  soon  to  see  a  good 
Prison  Nursing  Service,  and  once  more  begged  her 
hearers  to  use  their  influence  to  get  borderland 
homes  established,  for  borderland  cases  and  moral 
imbeciles. 

PRIZES. 

Miss  Jolley  then  distributed  the  Prizes  awarded 
in  the  Needlework  and  Photographic  Exhibitions  : 

Needlework. 

Section  I  (exhibits  that  have  not  been  washed  or 
cleaned) — 

Class  A,  Plain  Needlework. — ist  Prize,  Nurse  M. 
Humphreys ;  2nd  Prize,  Sister  Luke ;  Highly 
Commended,  Sister  Dixon,  Nurse  V.  Murray. 

Darning. — ist  Prize,  Sister  Luke  and  Nurse  Page 
(bracketed  equal). 

Patching. — Prize,  Nurse  K.  Adams ;  Highly 
Commended,  Nurse  Henry. 

Class  B,  Fancy  Work. — ist  Prize,  Miss  Beryl 
Binning ;  2nd  Prize,  Sister  Theatres ;  Highly 
Commended,  Miss  W.  Venning,  Miss  E.  Wilkins. 

Class  C,  Lace  and  Crochet. — ist  Prize,  Mrs. 
Wood  ;  2nd  Prize,  Miss  M.  Collier ;  Highly  Com- 
mended, Sister  Grace  and  Nurse  Lyons. 

Knitting. — ist  Prize,  Nurse  York ;  2nd  Prize, 
Miss  F.  Tubbs ;  Highly  Commended,  Miss  J . 
Worthington,  Miss  K.  Murphy. 

Class  D,  Dressmaking  and  Millinery. — Highly 
Commended,  Nurse  Stewart. 

Section  II  (Exhibits  that  have  been  washed  or 
cleaned) — 

Class  A,  Patching. — Highly  Commended,  Nurse 
Betts. 

Class  B,  Fancy  Work. — ist  Prize,  Miss  C.  Pearce ; 
2nd  Prize,  Nurse  H.  Lucas  ;  Highly  Commended, 
Miss  S.  Pollard. 

Class  C,  Lace,  Crochet  and  Knitting. — ist  Prize, 
Miss  K.  Jackson  ;  2nd  Prize,  Sister  Light ;  Highly 
Commended,  Sister  Dixon. 

Class  D,  Miscellaneous. — Very  Highly  Com- 
mended, Miss  Beryl  Binning  ;  Highly  Commended, 
Miss  F.  Tubbs,  Miss  M.  S.  Robertson,  Nurse  Lamb. 

Special  Prize. — Specimens  of  Plain  and  Fancy 
Needlework,  Miss  E.  Latham. 

Photographic  Exhibition. 

Class  A,  Entire  Work  of  Exhibitor. — ist  Prize, 
Tree  Studies,  Miss  L.  Oldendorff ;  2nd  Prize, 
Rippled  Sands,  Miss  H.  Edmonds  ;  Special  Prize, 
A  Quiet  By-way,  Miss  M.  Smith. 

Class  B,  Entire  Work  of  Exhibitor  who  has  not 
won  an  award. — ^Prize,  Rocks  at  Nevin  Pwlheli,  Miss 
W.  Johnson. 

Class  C,  Not  the  Entire  Work  of  Exhibitor. — ist 
Prize,  Rough  Sea  on  the  Northumberland  Coast, 
Miss  S.  Hadcock ;  2nd  Prize,  A  Convent  Garden, 
Miss  B.  Binning ;  3rd  Prize,  The  Hills  at  Shan- 
haikwan,  Mrs.  Tatham. 
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The  ovation  which  greeted  the  prize-winners  was 
well  deserved,  for  much  of  the  needlework  was 
beautiful,  and  the  photographs  of  a  very  high 
standard. 

The  darning  and  patching  were  exquisite.  They 
are  evidently  not  a  lost  art  at  Guy's,  and  every- 
one was  lost  in  admiration  of  the  cotta  with  its 
deep  borders  of  wonderful  crochet  which  won  a 
special  prize.  We  do  not  wonder  that  Mrs.  Burg- 
win  found  difficulty  in  awarding  the  prizes  for 
every  exhibit  seemed  to  merit  one. 

The  meeting  concluded  with  cordial  votes  of 
thanks  to  the  retiring  members  of  the  Council, 
to   Mrs.   Hughes   (the  Hon.   Treasurer),    to   Miss 
Hogg,  to  Miss  M.  Smith,  and  to  the  Chairman. 
••—  M.  B. 

ECOLE    FLORENCE    NIGHTINGALE. 

Erected  by  the  Nurses  of  the  United  States  in 
memory  of  their  colleagues  who  died  in  the  Great 
War,  the  beautiful  new  Florence  Nightingale 
School  of  Nursing  attached  to  the  Maison  de 
Sante  Protestante  de  Bordeaux,  and  erected  in 
the  grounds  of  Bagatelle,  is  to  be  opened  on  the 
anniversary  of  Florence  Nightingale's  birthday  on 
May  12th.  It  wiU  be  a  day  of  great  rejoicing  to 
Dr.  Anna  Hamilton,  the  soul  of  the  movement, 
and  to  all  associated  with  her  in  this  achievement 
for  nursing  in  France.  It  is  quite  wonderful  what 
has  been  done  at  the  little  school  at  Bordeaux, 
but  the  results  from  the  splendid  new  school  at 
Bagatelle  must  in  time  influence  nursing  through- 
out France. 

We  have  received  the  following  graceful  invita- 
tion to  be  present  on  this  inspiring  occasion,  and 
deeply  regret  we  shall  only  be  present  in  spirit. 

"  A  Madame  Bedford  Fenwick. 

"  Le  Conseil  d 'Administration  de  la  Maison  de 
Sante  Protestante  de  Bordeaux  vous  prie  de  bien 
vouloir  lui  faire  I'honneur  d'assister  a  I'inaugura- 
tion  de  I'lntemat  des  Gardes-Malades  au  Domaine 
de  Bagatelle,  sous  la  presidence  d'honneur  de  M. 
I'Ambassadeur  des  Etats-Unis. 

"  Ce  monument  est  offert  par  les  Nurses  d'Amer- 
ique  a  la  Maison  de  Sante  en  memoire  de  leurs 
compagnes  de  I'Armee,  de  la  Marine  et  de  la 
Croix-Rouge  tombees  en  activite  de  service, 
pendant  la  Grande  Guerre. 

"  Cette  ceremonie  aura  lieu  le  Vendredi,  12 
mai  prochain,  a  2  h.  J  de  I'apres-midi,  209,  route 
de  Toulouse,  en  I'honneur  du  I02me  anniversaire 
de  la  naissance  de  Florence  Nightingale  dont 
I'Ecole  porte  le  nom. 

FEVER    NURSES'    ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  Council  of 
the  Association,  Dr.  J.  T.  Kitchin  (Medical  Super- 
intendent of  Bradford  City  Hospital),  was  elected 
President  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  President 
will  deliver  his  address  at  the  Annual  Meeting, 
which  is  to  be  held  on  Saturday,  May  27th  next, 
at  Bradford,  at  3  p.m.  The  recent  examination  of 
the  Association  constitutes  a  record,  both  in  the 
number  of  candidates  and  in  the  number  of 
hospitals  at  which  examinations  were  held. 


PROFESSIONAL  UNION  OF  TRAINED 
NURSES. 

The  Professional  Union  of  Trained  Nurses  has 
opened  a  Bureau  of  Employment,  and  has  placed 
several  of  its  members  in  good  posts.  This  is  a 
most  useful  branch  of  any  nurses'  organisation, 
especially  if  discretion  is  used  in  recommending  the 
right  woman  for  the  right  work.  We  hear  con- 
stantly of  the  shortage  of  nurses,  but  the  Minister 
for  Labour  informed  Major  Barnett,  when  the  Un- 
employment Insurance  Bill  was  under  discussion, 
that  upwards  of  700  trained  nurses  had  already 
applied  for  unemployment  insurance  benefit.  To 
obtain  employment  ^through  a  professional  organisa- 
tion or  the  professional  press  is  mudh  more  satis- 
factory than  through  other  channels. 

One  hears  a  great  deal  about  improvement  in  the 
treatment  of  the  Probationer  Nurse ;  it  seems,  how- 
ever, to  be  more  apparent  than  real.  Some  hos- 
pitals may  be  a  little  better  than  others  in  this 
respeot,  but  as  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  there  is 
still  more  room  for  improvement. 

A  short  while  ago  I  spoke  of  institutions  where 
nurses  were  expected  to  stoke  the  furnaces  and 
carry  the  coals.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  through 
the  action  of  this  Union,  in  some  of  them  at  least, 
this  has  been  stopped. 

As  publicity  is  the  best  way  of  curing  most  evils 
of  the  sort,  I  propose  to  mention  other  hospitals 
where  the  special  grievance  is  that  the  staff  are 
allowed  no  sort  of  privacy.  No  keys  to  their  bed- 
room doors,  and  the  matron,  assistant  matron,  &c., 
are  in  the  habit  of  walking  in  when  they  feel  in- 
clined, without  knocking  or  without  apology,  what- 
ever the  state  of  dress  (or  undress)  the  nurse  may 
be  in.  No  wonder  the  staff  are  in  revolt.  Nowa- 
days, no  one  would  dare  to  behave  in  such  a 
manner  to  any  servant,  though  anything  is  good 
enough  for  a  nurse !  They  sleep,  for  the  most  part, 
four  in  a  room,  with  a  supply  of  screens  that  is 
quite  inadequate.  This  means  that  young  girls, 
nicely  brought  up,  are  plunged  into  community 
life,  that  is  quite  against  their  sense  of  refinement, 
without  any  nieans  of  redress.  Can  one  be  sur- 
prised that  the  decent-minded  don't  care  to  stay, 
or  that  those  who  do  become  case-hardened,  and 
lose  the  fine  sense  of  delicacy  that  is  one  of  the 
most  necessary  characteristics  of  a  nurse,  who  has 
to  deal  with  the  sick  of  both  sexes? 

Maude  MacCallum, 

Hon.   Secretary. 

IRISH  NURSES  AND  MIDWIVES  UNION. 

A  branch  of  the  Irish  Nurses  and  Midwives 
Union  has  been  established  in  Cork  with  much 
success.  A  committee  and  officers  have  been 
appointed,  and  the  Association  hopes  before  long 
to  have  all  Irish  nurses  enrolled.  The  branches 
of  the  Union  are  affiliated  to  Trade  and  La.bour 
Councils  where  such  exist.  The  membership  in 
Cork,  we  are  informed,  is  already  numerous.  The 
Hon.  Secretaries  are  Mrs.  Mahony,  Cove  Street, 
and  Mrs.  Walsh,  Windsor  Terrace,  St.  Luke's. 
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THE  TRAINING  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS 

UNDER  THE  SCOTTISH  BOARD  OF 

HEALTH. 


A  Memorandum  has  been  issued  by  the  Scottish 
Board  of  Health  relating  to  the  training  of  Health 
Visitors,  which  is  both  important  and  interesting 
to  trained  nurses. 

Introductory. 

The  Board  state  in  the  first  place  that  "  the 
duties  of  Health  Visitors,  widening  continually 
since  the  first  Health  Visitor  was  appointed,  have 
never  been  closely  defined  ;  and  hitherto  the 
Board  have  hesitated  to  lay  down  any  precise 
requirements  in  regard  to  their  recruitment  and 
qualifications,  since  that  would  have  involved  a 
premature  definition  of  the  limits  of  their  sphere 
of  employment.  The  lines  of  development  of 
the  employment  have  now  become  fairly  clear, 
and  the  time  seems  to  have  come  for  placing 
the  training  of  Health  Visitors  on  an  organised 
basis.  The  question  has  been  placed  before 
the  Consultative  Councils  on  Medical  and 
Allied  Services,  and  on  Local  Health  Administra- 
tion and  General  Health  Questions.  The  Board 
are  indebted  to  these  Councils  for  their  careful 
consideration  of  the  matter,  and  the  naain  pro- 
visions of  the  conditions  now  laid  down  are  based 
on  their  Reports."  . 

Conditions. 

The  conditions  provide  for  two  broad  types  of 
the  course,  leading  to  the  Probation  Certificate,  a 
fuU  course,  and  a  modified  course  for  persons  with 
special  knowledge  and  experience. 

"  There  has  hitherto  been  no  special  training 
available,  and  recruitment  has  been  mainly  from 
among  trained  nurses,  whose  training  and  outlook 
were  necessarily  concerned  with  the  treatment  of 
disease.  The  specialised  instruction  now  proposed 
will  ensure  that  due  weight  is  given  to  the  pre- 
ventive aspects  of  the  service." 

For  the  full  course  it  is  suggested  that  "  [a) 
in  normal  circumstances  the  specialised  instruction 
to  which  an  average  duration  of  ij  years  has 
been  assigned,  should  follow  on  the  students' 
Intermediary  or  Secondary  School  Course.  In  the 
later  years  of  the  school  career,  or  at  continuation  or 
other  classes,  students  may  already  have  obtained 
some  acquaintance  with  certain  branches  of  in- 
struction. The  assessment  of  the  value  of  this 
knowledge  may  be  difficult,  but  it  is  very  desirable 
that  students  should  not  be  required  to  waste  time 
on  subjects  with  which  they  are  already  familiar. 
That  is  a  matter  that  will  require  very  careful 
consideration  by  the  Training  Institution  Authori- 
ties in  first  instance." 

"  (&)  Hospital  or  other  work." — The  Board  state 
that  "  while  no  course  of  training  for  Health  Visitors 
would  be  satisfactory,  if  it  did  not  provide  for  a 
sufficient  knowledge  of  nursing  duties,  they  desire 
to  emphasise  the  view  that  a  full  course  of  training 
in  a  single  type  of  hospital  is  not  a  sufficient  equip- 
ment for  a  Health  Visitor  imless  it  can  be  made 


sufficiently  comprehensive  to  cover  the  particular 
branches  of  work  set  forth  in  the  Schedule.  The 
arrangement  of  hospital  work  will  no  doubt 
provide  problems  in  hospital  administration  but 
tl  e  Board  are  confident  that  hospital  authorities 
will  endeavour  to  meet  the  needs  of  student  nurses 
who  propose  to  train  for  health  visiting." 

"  There  is  no  single  body  at  present  in  a  position 
to  control  effectively  the  whole  of  a  student's 
Course.  A  Training  Institution  should  itself 
provide  training  in  branches  for  which  it  has 
special  facilities,  but  it  should  also  take  advantage 
of  any  facilities  that  can  be  made  available  by 
hospitals,  Universities,  Education  Authorities, 
Central  Institution,  Schools  for  professional  train- 
ing or  other  bodies." 

The  Board  consider  that  "  temperament  is  not 
less  important  than  training.  If  a  Health  Visitor's 
service  is  to  yield  the  best  results  she  must  be  a 
woman  of  tact,  patience  and  good  sense,  and  if  she 
lacks  these  qualities  she  may  bring  the  whole 
service  into  disrepute.  A  period  of  two  years' 
probation  after  the  close  of  training,  together  with 
an  age  limit  of  25  before  final  certification,  should 
go  far  to  eliminate  the  chance  of  ultimate  profes- 
sional failure." 

"As  it  is  clearly  essential  that  all  Health 
Visitors'  Probation  Certificates  to  be  issued  by  the 
Training  Institutions  should  be  of  equal  value,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  secure  that  the  examinations 
held  by  the  several  training  Institutions  are  of  a 
uniform  standard,  and  the  Board  consider  that  it 
may  be  found  desirable  to  have  a  single  joint 
Examining  Body." 

Health  Visitor's  Certificate. 
"  The  Board  will  issue  the  full  Health  Visitor's 
Certificate,  and  will  keep  a  Register  of  persons 
holding  this  Certificate  and  of  persons  holding  the 
Health  Visitor's  Probation  Certificate.  The 
Register  will  record  particulars  of  training  and  of 
subsequent  employment,  and  the  Board,  in  approv- 
ing Training  Institutions  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Conditions  will  require  that  they  furnish  necessary 
particulars  in  respect  of  every  person  to  whom 
they  issue  a  Health  Visitor's  Probation  Certificate. 

"  Existing  "  Health  Visitors. 

The  Conditions  provide  for  the  certification  of 
all  whole-time  Health  yisitors  who  were  appointed 
before  the  Conditions  were  issued  and  whose 
service  is  approved.  After  a  date  to  be  fixed  by 
the  Board  they  may  withhold  their  sanction  to 
the  appointment  by  a  Public  Health  Local 
Authority  of  any  person  as  a  whole-time  Health 
Visitor  who  does  not  hold  the  Health  Visitor's 
Certificate  and  of  any  person  as  a  whole-time 
Assistant  Health  Visitor  who  does  not  hold  the 
Health  Visitor's  "  Probation  Certificate." 

The  qualifications  of  part-time  Health  Visitors 
are  at  present  left  undefined  and  will  not  be 
insisted  on  before  March  31st,  1924. 

Definition. 

In  regard  to  the  definition  of  the  term  Health 
Visitor  it  is  important  to  notice  that  it  applies 
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"  to  a  person  discharging  all  or  any  of  the  duties 
of  a  School  Nurse  under  an  approved  scheme  of 
School  Health  Administration." 

Conditions, 

A  candidate  is  eligible  for  certification  and 
Registration  as  a  Health  Visitor  if  she  is  not  less 
than  25  years  of  age,  has  paid  the  prescribed  fee 
for  certification,  and  has  completed  the  prescribed 
course  of  training  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
authorities. 

The  Model  Course  of  Instruction  provides  (a) 
for  I J  years'  specialised  instruction,  to  include 
(i)  Elementary  Anatomy  and  Physiology ;  (ii) 
General  Hygiene ;  (iii)  Personal  and  Clinical 
Hygiene  ;  (iv)  Public  Health  Administration ; 
(v)  Social  Science  and  Economics ;  (vi)  Office 
Work ;  (vii)  Dietetics  and  Household  Manage- 
ment ;  and  (6)  Hospital  or  Other  Work  of  not  less 
than  2  J  years,  including  (i)  General  Medical  and 
Surgical  (including  Gynaecological)  Nursing  ;  (ii) 
the  nursing  of  sick  children  ;  (iii)  The  nursing  of 
infectious  and  communicable  diseases ;  (iv)  Nurs- 
ing in  special  hospitals  or  institutions. 

Further,  in  order  to  qualify  for  the  award  of  the 
Health  Visitors'  Probation  Certificate,  a  student 
must  have  obtained  the  Certificate  of  the  Central 
Mid  wives  Board  for  Scotland,  or,  alternatively, 
have  completed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Scottish 
Board  of  Health,  a  year's  training,  including 
instruction  in  midwifery  in  a  Maternity  Home 
approved  by  the  Board  for  the  purpose. 

We  do  not  think  that  any  one  will  be  willing  to 
train  in  nursing  for  2^  years  and  not  spend  the 
extra  half-year  which  will  qualify  her  to  be 
registered  as  a  nurse.  We  may,  however,  point 
out  that  the  three  first  items  in  the  course  of 
specialised  instruction  are  provided  for  in  the 
Syllabus  of  Lectures  and  Demonstrations  for 
Education  and  Training  in  General  Nursing  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  Scotland,  and  the 
other  four  might  well  be  taken  in  a  year,  making 
a  four  years'  course  in  all. 

If  a  Health  Visitor  in  Scotland  is  a  Registered 
Nurse,  a  Registered  Midwife,  and  has,  besides,  the 
specialised  training  indicated,  she  will  be  a  very 
thoroughly   qualified  official. 

We  congratulate  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health 
on  recognising  that  a  serious  and  prolonged 
training  is  necessary  for  a  Health  Visitor. 

We  suggest  that  the  Board  of  Health  should 
ask  for  the  opinion  of  the  General  Nursing  Council 
lor  Scotland  on  its  scheme  before  finally  adopting 
it. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


RESIGNATION. 

The  retirement  of  Miss  Mary  Florence  Bostock, 
R.R.C.,  as  Lady  Superintendent  of  the  Royal  Victoria 
Hospital,  Belfast,  will  inspire  thoughts  of  retrospective 
interest.  Her  association  with  the  institution,  which 
began  35  years  ago,  synchronises  with  a  period  of 
marked  development  in  hospital  equipment  and 
administrative  efficiency,  especially  in  connection  with 
the  Nursing  School,  which  stands  deservedly  high. 

Miss  Bostock  will  retire  with  the  best  wishes  of  all 
her  colleagues  for  a  happy  and  restful  future. 


MATRON. 

Maternity   Hospital,   Bromborough.— Miss  E.   C.   V. 

Newton  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained 
at  the  Paddington  Hospital,  and  has  had  experience 
of  military  nursing  at  the  Orthopsadic  Hospital, 
Shepherd's  Bush.  She  has  also  been  Sister  at  the 
City  of  Westminster  Infirmary  and  at  the  Hospital 
for  Women,  Liverpool.  She  has  had  experience 
of  private  nursing  and  is  a  Certified  Midwife. 

ASSISTANT     SUPERINTENDENT. 

Metropolitan  Borough  of  Finsbury. — Miss  Norah 
Marion  Cooper  has  been  appointed  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent of  Maternity  Centres.  She  was  trained  at 
Westminster  Hospital,  and  at  Parkside  Maternity 
Hospital,  Hammersmith,  and  has  held  positions  at 
the  Children's  Hospital,  Paddington  Green,  W., 
Queen  Mary's  Hospital  for  the  East  End,  and  the 
South  London  Hospital  for  Women.  She  has  also 
worked  under  the  Manchester  Education  Committee. 

NIGHT  SISTER. 

District  Hospital,  Mansfield. — Miss  Zillah  Cole  has 
been  appointed  Night  Sister.  She  was  trained  at 
Mansfield  District  Hospital,  and  has  also  had  experience 
of  fever  nursing. 

SISTER. 

Marland  Hospital,  Rochdale. — Miss  Amelia  LesHe 
has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  Holborn 
and  Finsbury  Hospital,  and  has  been  Staff  Nurse  at 
the  Norwich  Isolation  Hospital.  She  holds  the 
certificate  of  the  Fever  Nurses'  Association. 

HEALTH  VISITOR  AND  SCHOOL.  NURSE. 

Borough  of  Batley. — Miss  Hilda  Robertshaw  has 
been  appointed  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse. 
She  was  trained  at  North  Brierley  Union  Infirmary, 
Clayton,  Bradford,  and  has  since  had  experience  of 
private  nursing. 

Borough  of  Hyde. — Miss  Frances  Marguerite  Holland 
has  been  appointed  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse. 
She  was  trained  at  Bagthorpe  Infirmary,  Nottingham, 
and  has  held  the  position  of  Health  Visitor  in  the  City 
of  Nottingham. 

Borough  of  Ilkeston. — Miss  Hilda  Blair  has  been 
appointed  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Union  Infirmary,  Leeds,  and  is  a  certified 
midwife  and  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute.  She  has  had  experience  as  a  Health  Visitor 
and  Infant  Welfare  Worker,  in  Newcastle-on-Tyne 
and  Manchester. 

QUEEN    ALEXANDRAS    MILITARY    NURSING 
SERVICE    FOR    INDIA. 

The  following  ladies  have  been  appointed  to  Queen 
Alexandra's  Military  Nursing  Service  for  India  (Tem- 
porary) in  the  grade  of  Staff  Nurse  : — Miss  J.  Emmett, 
Miss  J.  H.  Warner,  Miss  M.  E.  Iddenden,  Miss  L.  Lyall, 
Miss  E.  Henwood. 

NURSING    MERIT    REWARDED. 

The  Council  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of 
Edinburgh,  on  the  recommendation  of  Professor  G. 
Elliot  Smith,  Morison  Lecturer,  have  awarded  the 
Morison  prizes  for  meritorious  attendance  on  the  insane 
for  the  year  1922  to  Nurse  Annie  Duncan,  of  the  Royal 
Asylum,  Gartnavel,  Glasgow,  and  Senior  Attendant 
Charles  Tough,  of  Craig  House,  Morningside,  Edin- 
burgh. The  prizes  were  bequeathed  by  the  late  Sir 
Alexander  Morison,  a  former  president  of  the  College, 
and  are  of  the  value  of  /3  each,  with  silver  medal  and 
certificate. 


302 


^bc  Brltisb  3ournal  of  Tlumng. 


May   13,   1922 


THE  HOSPITAL   WORLD. 

The  Duke  of  York  who  presided  at  the  54th 
annual,  meeting  of  Governors  of  the  Queen's 
Hospital  for  Children,  Hackney  Road,  of  which  he 
is  President,  made  a  strong  appeal  for  the  ;^io,ooo 
acutely  needed  by  the  hospital,  which  the  Lord 
Mayor  is  making  generous  efforts  to  raise.  Lord 
William  Cecil,  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
said  the  hospital  was  conducted  in  the  most 
economical  way  possible,  and  yet  their  debt  to 
their  bankers  and  tradesmen  was  over  ;^io,ooo. 

This  hospital  has  a  very  high  reputation  for 
treatment  and  efficiency,  and  under  its  liberal- 
minded  Matron  the  ethical  standard  of  the 
nursing  department  permits  of  a  wholesome 
measure  of  independence  with  resulting  content. 


At  last  everyone  interested  in  maintaining  our 
voluntary  hospital  system  is  getting  a  push  on. 
An  organising  Committee  of  the  Hospitals  of 
London  Combined  Appeal  have  arranged  a  Flag 
Day  on  Empire  Day,  May  24th,  and  an  appeal 
for  50,000  volunteers  has  been  issued  to  seU  flags. 
The  Committee  has  received  the  following  message 
frorfi  Queen  Alexandra  : — 

"  I  hear  with  the  deepest  interest  of  the  com- 
bined appeal  for  the  hospitals  in  London  which  is 
being  organised  by  King  Edward's  Hospital  Fund, 
and  I  rejoice  to  think  that  my  grandson,  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  is  taking  so  active  a  part  in  the  move- 
ment. In  the  serious  crisis  through  which  our 
hospitals  are  passing,  I  feel  that  every  effort 
should  be  made  to  relieve  them  of  the  financial 
strain  which  is  so  acute  at  the  present  time,  and 
it  is  my  earnest  hope  that  the  appeal,  which  has 
my  most  sincere  sympathy,  will  meet  with  the 
unqualified  success  which  it  so  fully  merits. — 
Alexandra." 

A  sale  of  gifts  in  connection  with  the  combined 
appeal  for  the  London  hospitals  is  to  be  held  at 
Christie's,  and  sporting  events  are  also  being 
arranged. 

Functions  of  every  description  to  charm  money 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  public  are  being  arranged, 
and  representatives  of  the  stage  and  cinemas, 
together  with  Society  women,  educational  and 
teaching  bodies,  are  combining  to  raise  the  very 
large  sum  of  money  needed  to  free  our  hospitals 
from  debt  and  place  them  on  a  sound  financial 
basis. 


A  National  Council  for  Mental  Hygiene  has 
been  formed,  with  Sir  Courtauld  Thomson  as  its 
first  President. 


Sir  Duncombe  Mann,  for  thirty-one  years  clerk 
to  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board,  is  retiring, 
and  the  Board  last  week  accorded  him  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  in  appreciation  of  his  services. 


We  are  glad  to  notice  a  hopeful  note  from  most 
platforms  dealing  with  the  upkeep  of  the  hospitals. 
There  is  more  co-operation  amongst  administrators 
and  more  sympathy  with  the  working  people's 
demand      for      representation      in      return      for 


systematic  financial  support.  The  truth  is  that 
in  large  industrial  centres,  when  fully  employed, 
the  working  classes  will,  in  the  future,  largely 
supply  the  means  of  hospital  benefit.  But,  of 
course,  the  workers  must  share  more  and  more  in 
the  profit  of  their  labour.  We  have  been  shocked 
but  not  surprised  at  the  huge  sums  of  money 
recently  recorded  in  the  wills  of  industrial  mag- 
nates. Profiteering  has  evidently  been  ruthless 
during  recent  years  to  judge  from  the  cost  of 
commodities. 


The  Bermondsey  and  Rotherhithe  War  Memorial 
Committee  have  handed  over  ;£9,ioo,  the  balance 
of  the  money  collected  for  a  children's  hospital, 
to  the  Governors  of  Guy's  Hospital  towards 
endowment  of  a  new  children's  ward.  The  erection 
of  a  memorial  at  Mill  Pond  Bridge  cost  ;^i,900- 

It  was  originally  intended  to  establish  a  children's 
hospital  in  the  borough  as  a  war  memorial,  but  the 
sum  raised,  although  the  largest  in  any  Metro- 
politan borough,  was  not  sufficient  for  this  purpose. 


The  ;^I9,I50  grant  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Voluntary  Hospitals  Committee  to  Sheffield  hos- 
pitals comes  at  an  opportune  juncture.  It  should 
be  of  material  assistance  in  helping  them  to  nego- 
tiate a  time  of  unexampled  difficulties. 


The  1 100,000  (about  ;^22,ooo)  offered  by  Lord 
Atholstan  for  cancer  research  work  is  to  go  to  the 
Imperial  Cancer  Research  Fund  in  London.  The 
second  $100,000,  offered  as  a  prize  for  a  cancer 
cure,  will  be  open  to  the  world.  It  wiU  be  awarded 
by  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  London. 


The  fourth  house-to-house  collection  of  the 
Royal  Northern  Hospital  was  carried  out  by 
one  thousand  voluntary  workers  from  May  i  St  to 
6th.  The  Hospital  is  the  only  General  Hospital  in 
North  London  and  serves  a  population  of  a  million 
in  an  area  of  seventy'  square  miles. 


"SHELL  BRAND"  FLOOR  POLISH. 

There  is  nothing  upon  which  Matrons  and 
Sisters  pride  themselves  more  than  the  immaculate 
condition  of  polished  floors  and  furniture. 

To  attain  these  "  Shell  Brand  "  Floor  Polish  is 
the  up-to-date  time  and  labour-saver.  It  is  clean, 
sanitary  and  healthy  ;  it  imparts  a  highly  finished 
surface  that  lasts,  it  is  easily  handled  and  distribu- 
ted ;  by  its  use  floors  can  be  polished  in  less  time, 
and  with  less  labour,  than  with  many  other 
polishes. 

"  Shell  Brand  "  was  the  first  floor  polish  ever 
offered  to  public  institutions,  and  it  still  holds  the 
field.  A  very  little  goes  a  long  way,  and  its  best 
testimonial  is  that  those  who  have  once  tried  it 
continue  to  use  it.  Those  who  have  not  yet  done 
so  should  give  it  a  trial  without  delay. 

Messrs.  Hamilton  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  the  makers  of 
"  Shell  Brand  "  Floor  Polish,  are  always  pleased 
to  send  a  sample  to  anyone  who  writes  to  8, 
Possilpark,  Glasgow. 
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SAMPLES. 

(Taken  from  letters  of  sailors'  and  soldiers'  wives 
written  to  the  authorities  concerned  with  the 
payment  of  separation  allowances.) 

Supplied  by  Cecil  Terry,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.(Oxon) 
M.R.C.S. 

(i)  "  My  Bill  has  been  put  in  charge  of  a 
spitoon,  shall  I  get  any  more  pay  ?  " 

(2)  "  We  have  received  your  letter.  I  am  the 
grandfather  and  grandmother.  He  was  born  and 
brought  up  in  this  house  in  answer  to  your  letter." 

(3)  "  My  husband  has  been  away  Crystal  Palace 
and  got  four  days'  furlong  and  has  gone  away  to 
the  mind  sweepers." 

(4)  "I  write  these  few  lines  for  Mrs.  Morgan 
who  can't  write  herself,  she  is  expecting  to  be 
confined  and  can  do  with  it." 

(5)  "  In  accordance  with  instructions  ring  paper 
I  have  given  birth  to  a  daughter  ist  of  April." 

(6)  "  You  have  changed  my  little  boy  into  a 
little  girl,  will  it  make  any  difference." 

(7)  "I  am  expecting  to  be  confined  next  month 
will  you  please  let  me  know  what  I  am  to  do  about 
it  ?  " 

(8)  "  Unless  I  receive  my  husband's  pay  at 
once  I  shall  be  compelled  to  lead  an  immortal 
life." 

(9)  "  In  answer  to  your  letter  I  was  ill  in  bed 
with  Happendesittis  it  will  be  useful  now." 

(10)  "I  have  not  received  no  pay  since  my 
husband  has  gone  from  nowhere." 

(11)  "  Mrs.  Haynes  has  been  put  to  bed  with  a 
little  lad,  wife  of  Peter  Haynes." 

(12)  "  Will  you  please  send  my  money  as  soon 
as  possible  as  I  am  walking  about  Boston  like  a 
pauper,  and  oblige  ?  " — From  St.  Bartho- 
lomew's Hospital  Journal. 


PRESS  OPINIONS   ON  THE  G.N.C. 

FROM    THE    MEDICAL    WORLD. 

*  ' '  We  regret  to  see  the  Lancet  supporting  the  majority 

of  the  General  Nursing  Council  in  forcing  its  new  rules 
upon  a  strenuous  minority.  The  first  as  we  have 
explained,  is  to  enable  nurses  without  risking  the 
loss  of  their  original  certificates,  to  send  copies  attested 
by  lawyers  or  '  responsible  officials  of  organised  bodies 
of  nurses  '  for  registration  ;  this  selection  of  attestors 
(from  which  doctors  have  been  excluded  carefully) 
is  arbitrary  and  invidious,  and  it  was  stated  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Registered  Nurses'  ParUamentary 
Council  to  have  been  made  in  the  interests  of 
a  certain  Nurses'  Corporation  which  is  powerfully 
represented  on  the  statutory  Council  and  was  said 
to  have  obtained  recruits  in  large  numbers 
by  the  promise  that  they  would  '  automatically  and 
without  further  fee  '  be  placed  on  the  State  Register. 
Now  it  is  most  essential  that  the  original  Certificates 
should  undergo  the  scrutiny  of  the  Registrar  for  fear 
of  forgery,  and  it  is  obvious  that  errors  may  occur  in 
mere  copies  of  even  genuine  Certificates ;  the  new 
rule  it  is  claimed  will  '  speed  up  '  the  work,  but  if 
accuracy  is  to  be  sacrificed  to  speed,  the  Nursing 
Register  will  be  worthless.  In  the  second  new  rule 
which  provides  that  the  Standing  Committees  shall  be 


reconstituted  forthwith:  instead  of  being  dissolved 
with  the  Council  itself  in  December,  it  is  hard  to  see 
what  is  aimed  at  unless,  as  the  Nurses'  Parhamentary 
Council  contend,  it  be  the  intention  of  the  majority 
to  pack  the  Committees  with  their  supporters.  Some 
colour  is  lent  to  this  view  by  an  analysis  of  the  Council 
which  shows  that  it  consists  of  12  Matrons,  4  Nurses, 
5  Doctors,  and  4  lay  members  (including  2  ladies  of 
title,  I  lady  education  expert,  and  an  Oxford  don) 
who  remind  us  somewhat  of  flies  in  amber  since  they  can 
have  no  possible  knowledge  of  either  Nursing  or 
Medicine." 


OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 

Our  gracious  King  and  Queen  have  been  given 
a  most  enthusiastic  welcome  in  Belgium,  and  are 
fulfilling  a  busy  round  of  engagements.  Their 
Majesties  paid  a  visit  on  Wednesday  to  the  Tir 
National,  where  the  King  placed  a  wreath  on  the 
monument  erected  in  memory  of  martyrs,  including 
Edith  Cavell,  executed  by  the  Germans.  The 
pilgrimage  of  the  King  to  the  places  where  our 
revered  dead  lie  sleeping  touches  all  our  hearts. 


The  Staff  of  Life. 

Mr,  Haslam,  supported  by  Colonel  Nathan  Raw, 
Major  Molson,  and  Mr.  Carr,  has  introduced  in 
the  House  of  Commons  the  Flour  and  Bread 
(Standard  Quality)  Bill,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
enable  the  public  to  know  whether  bread  offered 
for  sale  contains  the  component  parts  of  wheat- 
grain  which  are  the  most  essential  for  nutrition 
and  health,  and  to  encourage  as  far  as  possible  the 
milling  of  wheaten  flour  and  wheaten  meal,  and  the 
consumption  of  wheaten  bread  in  which  such 
important  parts  are  included. 


The  Bill  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
health  of  the  nation,  and  we  hope  members  of  the 
Registered  Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council  wiU  urge 
their  Members  of  Parliament  to  help  push  it 
forward.  A  letter  of  approval  from  the  Hon. 
Officers  of  the  Council  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  Haslam 
and  his  supporters. 


Dental  Registration  Complaints. 

Lieut. -Colonel  Croft  asked  the  Minister  of 
Health  in  the  House  of  Commons  whether  his 
attention  had  been  called  to  the  neglectful  manner 
in  which  the  dental  board  were  dealing  with 
appUcations  for  registry  which  had  extended  over 
months  ;  whether,  after  letters  had  been  sent  and 
satisfactorily  answered,  the  same  letters  as  the 
originals  were  sent  out  by  the  board  months  after- 
wards ;  whether,  instead  of  speedily  completing 
the  registry,  applicants  were  kept  in  suspense  ; 
and  what  steps  he  intended  to  take  to  remedy  this 
state  of  affairs. — Sir  A.  Mond  replied  :  I  have  not 
received  any  previous  complaints  of  this  kind.  I 
have  no  jurisdiction  over  the  administration  of  the 
dental  board,  but  if  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
will  let  me  have  particulars  of  the  cases  to  which 
he  refers  I  will  have  inquiry  made.  I  may  add 
that  the  rules   made   by   the  board   require  the 
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names  of  applicants  to  be  published  for  a  month 
before  admission  to  the  register. 


BOOK  OF  THE  WEEK. 


It  is  a  pity  the  Minister  of  Health  does  not  treat 
questions  addressed  to  him  re  Nurses'  Registration 
with  equal  courtesy  and  consideration.  The  strong 
sense  of  injustice  of  which  many  nurses  are 
sensible,  and  concerning  which  they  are  giving 
expression  through  the  Press,  is  arousing  sympathy 
from  many  sources.  The  day  has  gone  by  when 
professional  women  may  be  brow-beaten  with 
impunity  after  the  policy  of  the  G.N.C. 


"A     SONG     OF     DAVID." 

Strong  is  the  horse  upon  his  speed  ; 
Strong  in  pursuit  the  rapid  glede. 

Which  makes  at  once  his  game  ; 
Strong  the  tall  ostrich  on  the  ground  ; 
Strong  through  the  turbulent  profound 

Shoots  Xiphias  to  his  aim. 

Strong  is  the  lion — like  a  coal 
His  eyeball — like  a  bastion's  mole 

His  chest  against  the  foes  : 
Strong  the  gier  eagle  on  his  sail, 
;Strong  against  tide  th'  enormous  whale 

Emerges,  as  he  goes. 

But  stronger  still  in  earth  and  air, 
And  in  the  sea,  the  man  of  prayer. 

And  far  beneath  the  tide, 
And  in  the  seat  to  faith  assigned, 
Where  ask  is  have,  where  seek  is  find, 
.  Where  knock  is  open  wide.  .   .  . 

— Christopher  Smart. 

A    WORD     FOR     THE     WEEK. 

"  The  God  possessed  soul  will  spend  itself  in  the 
•service  of  men.  Just  as  to  the  lover  there  is 
nothing  unclean,  or  impure  in  the  loved  one's 
body  even  so  to  the  lover  of  God,  there  is  nothing 
untouchable  in  the  great  body  of  God,  the  world 
-of  men.  .  .  .  Loyalty  to  God,  the  highest 
universal  is  meaningless  if  it  does  not  embody 
itself  in  work  for  man,  the  finite  particular." 
Rabindranath  Tagore. 


COMING    EVENTS. 

May  i6th. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  :  Miss  Cattell 
"  At  Home."     3.30  to  6  p.m. 

May  lyth. — East-End  Mothers'  Lying-in-Home, 
■Commerciail  Road,  E.  Annual  Meeling.  Mansion 
House,  E.G.  The  Lord  Mayor  will  preside.  3.30 
p.m. 

May  ijth. — National  Council  of  Nurses  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Dinner  to  Delegates 
attending  meeting  of  International  Council  of 
Nurses  at  Copenhagen.  Royal  British  Nurses' 
Association  Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  ;  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick  in  chair.     7  p.m. 

May  igth. — -General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
-and  Wales.  Monthly  Meeting.  Ministry  of  Health, 
"Whitehall.     2.30  _p.m. 


"CHILDREN     OF     TRANSGRESSION." 

The  title  of  this  book  indicates  the  theme  that 
it  deals  with.  This  tragic  chronicle,  the  mise  en 
scdne  of  which  is  laid  in  Virginia,  tells  of  a  white 
woman  living  alone  with  her  illegitimate  son,  who 
at  the  time  the  story  opens  was  quite  a  young 
child.  The  outraged  virtue  of  the  neighbourhood 
insisted  that  this  woman  and  her  child  should  be 
treated  as  lepers  and  her  house  as  a  house  of  shame. 

A  pathetic  scene  opens  the  book  in  which  the 
woman  asks  the  young  boy  to  intercede  with  the 
preacher  on  her  behalf. 

"I  want  you  to  go  to  Mr.  Ware  again  and  ask 
him  to  let  me  come  to  church." 

"  I  won't  do  it,  mother — he'll  only  refuse  you. 
Didn't  you  say  you'd  never  ask  again  after  every- 
one of  them  voted  you  down  ?  " 

A  flush  had  sprung  to  the  woman's  face.  "  Yes," 
she  said,  in  a  timid,  half-alarmed  voice,  "  I  know 
I  did  ;  but  I  think  I've  thought  of  a  way  out  as 
they  won't  refuse.  I've  got  to  pray.  George,  and 
I  want  to  pray  there  in  church — before  everybody. 
I  want  to  go  through  that  !  " 

"  What's  your  way,  mother  ?  "  asked  the  boy, 
shame  creeping  over  him  and  turning  to  bitterness. 

"  I  was  thinking,"  she  said,  "  that  they  might  give 
me  a  seat  in  the  coloured  people's  gallery." 

"  Mother  !  " 

He  sprang  away  from  her  like  a  young  cub  that 
has  met  the  whip.  "  I  won't  ask  that,  mother," 
and  he  doubled  his  strong  right  fist ;  "  I'll  kill 
'em  all  first." 

Nevertheless,  he  did  ask,  and  was  harshly 
refused. 

He  was  at  all  times  a  wonderful  looking  boy  ; 
a  powerfully  built  child,  with  the  head  and 
shoulders  of  a  young  Greek  athlete.  He  had 
golden  hair  that  curled  and  shone,  eyes  of  violet 
blue  that  smouldered  in  anger  and  gleamed  in 
excitement,  teeth  strong  and  white  as  those  of 
a  forest  animal,  a  throat  smooth  as  marble,  strong 
yet  tender,  fashioned  to  hold  the  head  haughtily 
and  later  invite  the  eyes  of  women. 

Besides  his  mother  there  were  two  other  beings 
associated  with  the  life  of  George  Lindsay. 

One  was  Chesil  Dangerfield,  a  boy  of  his  own 
age,  the  son  of  Judge  Dangerfield,  the  other  Dick 
Marshall,  who  lived  in  another  county  and 
frequently  visited  Chesil. 

From  their  earliest  childhood  George  and  Chesil 
had  been  secret  playmates. 

Chesil  had  been  punished  whenever  he  was 
caught  associating  with  George,  but  it  had  taken 
more  than  whippings  to  keep  the  children  apart. 

For  George  the  friendship  relaxed  the  grimness 
of  his  daily  life,  and  for  Chesil  it  provided  an 
experience  more  exhilarating  and  uplifting  than 
came  into  his  own  very  conventional  existence. 

The  Dangerfield  family  were  handsome,  aristo- 
cratic and  exclusive.  Besides  Chesil  there  were 
two  girls,  Nan  and  Ruby. 

By  G.  Vere  Tyler.     (Fisher  Unwin.) 
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Thirteen  years  before  the  story  opened  Hal 
Dangerfield,  Chesil's  uncle,  came  into  the  country 
on  a  visit,  and  brought  a  light  with  him  that 
blinded  the  blacksmith's  daughter.  It  had  often 
been  said  that  no  girl  could  resist  a  Dangerfield, 
and  so  it  came  about  that  the  blacksmith's  daughter 
became  an  outcast  and  handsome  young  George 
a  nameless  child. 

So  that  it  may  be  seen  that  it  was  something 
beyond  offended  virtue  that  caused  the  family  of 
Dangerfield  to  do  despite  to  George  and  his 
mother. 

Chesil  Dangerfield  had  not  George's  strength  of 
character,  though  they  shared  the  beauty  of  form 
and  outline  ;  and,  one  day,  fear  of  his  father 
caused  him  to  deny  George. 

For  George  it  was  the  end  of  life.  Chesil — 
again  the  lump  in  his  throat — Chesil  had  denied 
him  ;  Chesil  had  lied  about  him.  Every  nerve 
in  his  body  quivered  in  a  thirst  for  revenge. 
The  boyish  friendship  was  never  resumed.  George 
waited  for  his  revenge. 

The  story  takes  a  leap  of  fifteen  years,  and  the 
young  men  had  reached  their  twenty-eighth  year, 
Chesil  living  his  luxurious  life  and  George  still 
inhabiting  the  "  house  of  shame  "  with  his  outcast 
mother.  In  George's  eyes  was  the  smouldering 
gloom  of  a  godlike  supremacy ;  on  his  lips  the 
triumphant  sinister  smile  of  the  man  who  has 
suffered  and  feels  he  has  power  to  pay  back. 

The  Dangerfield  family  are  attractive,  if  not 
lovable,  in  their  beautiful  looks  and  their  haughty 
fastidiousness,  and  the  girl.  Ruby,  more  emphatic- 
ally so  than  the  rest. 

Faithful  Dick  had  long  sued  for  her  favours, 
and  Chesil  was  hurt  that  his  friend  met  with  no 
encouragement  from  his  favourite  sister.  He 
tells  her  :  "  You  do  not  think  any  man  in  the 
world  is  good  enough  for  Ruby  Dangerfield  to 
marry."  "  May  be,"  said  the  girl.  "  At  any 
rate,  I'm  not  going  to  marry  Dick  Marshall  to 
please  him  or  you  either,  Chesil." 

It  was  the  dragging  into  the  dust  of  this  beautiful 
creature  that  George's  brooding  resentment  finally 
fixed  upon.  She  and  her  family  should  be  made 
to  suffer  what  his  mother  had  suffered. 

Chesil  was  subsequently  told  of  his  cherished 
sister.  "  Ruby  is  in  trouble  and  the  man  is 
George  Lindsay." 

The  terrible  tragedy  of  Ruby's  downfall  is  told 
with  a  graphic  and  restrained  pen. 

Dick  Marshall's  deep  devotion  to  Ruby  does 
not  fail  her  in  her  dire  plight  and  he  proves  it  up 
to  the  hilt. 

George  meets  death  at  the  hands  of  the  old 
soldier,  Ruby's  uncle,  whose  life  he  takes  at  the 
same  time. 

I  am  going  to  kill  you,  George,  for  what  you 
did  to  Ruby — damn  you." 

"  I  am  ready  to  kiU  you,"  said  George  quietly, 
"  for  what  your  cousin  did  to  my  mother — damn 
you." 

"  Farewell,  George  !  "     Both  hands  were  up. 

"  FareweU,  Old  Soldier  !  " 

' '  One — two — three. "  H .  H . 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  i.v  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

FEVER    NURSES     RESENT     DEPRECIATION 
OF    THEIR     WORK. 

To  ih*  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  or  Nursing. 

Madam, — I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
which  I  have  sent  to  the  Minister  of  Health,  con- 
cerning Miss  Villiers'  removal  from  the  Education 
Committee,  General  Nursing  Council.  Fever 
Nurses  are  very  sore  about  it,  and  all  of  us  who 
know  Miss  Villiers  personally  and  have  had  the 
good  fortune  to  work  under  her,  know  what  a 
splendid  woman  she  is — ^just,  sympathetic,  and 
kindness  itself — really  one  always  feels  that  one 
can  do  great  things  after  a  little  talk  with  our 
Matron ;  she  makes  one  feel  so  very  different 
about  things,  and  we  all  feel  that  this  has  been 
a  great  injustice  to  all  the  members  who  have  been 
eliminated  from  the  various  Committees. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

Catherine  Relihan, 

Registered  Fever  Nurse. 

(Sec.  Stockwell  Branch  P.U.T.N.) 

South- Western  Hospital, 
Stockwell,  S.W. 
"  April  -zgth,   1922. 
' '  To  the  Minister  of  Health. 

"  Right  Hon.  Sir, — In  reference  to  your  state- 
ment on  the  removal  of  Miss  Villiers  from  the 
Education  Committee  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  I  am  writing  on  behalf  of  Fever  Nurses 
and  others  to  say  that  we  do  not  consider  a  Medical 
Superintendent  of  a  Fever  Hospital  an  all-sufficient 
representative  of  Fever  nursing. 

"  To  give  orders,  yes.  But  as  to  how,  or  in  what 
manner  the  nurses  are  to  be  trained  is  for  a  Matron 
or  Nursing  Sister. 

"  I  think  that  you  will  find  that  the  majority  of 
nurses  think  that  if  a  Matron  who  is  an  expert  is 
not  given  this  position,  then  it  should  be  a  Regis- 
tered Nurse  member  and  not  a  laywoman. 

"  This  Register  is  for  Professional  Nurses,  and 
not  for  the  lay  members  of  the  community. 

"  Medical  men  we  will  always  respect,  and  be 
loyal  to  them  at  the  post  of  duty,  but  the  day  has 
gone  by  when  nurses  will  be  dictated  to  and  held 
back  concerning  their  own  affairs. 

"It  is  as  well  to  remember  also  that  a  great 
number  of  us  have  the  vote — the  power  to  use  it 
cannot  be  taken  from  us. 

"  I  am,  yours  obediently, 

"  Catherine  Relihan, 

"  Registered  Fever  Nurse. 
"  (Sec.  Stockwell  Branch  P.U.T.N.)" 

THE  ROYAL  FREE  HOSPITAL  NURSES' 
LEAGUE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  or  Nursing. 

Madam,  —  In  last  week's  Nursing  Press 
(April   29th)   reference  was  made  to  the  Royal 
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Free  Hospital  Nurses'  League  by  a  Member  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council,  who  stated  "  That 
she  had  received  a  communication  from  a  Royal 
Free  Hospital  Nurse  who  regarded  this  new  Rule 
as  the  first  wedge  with  regard  to  coercion." 

May  I,  as  Secretary  of  the  above  League,  point 
out  that  neither  I,  nor  the  Executive  Committee, 
have  received  any  letter  of  protest  from  the 
Members,  with  regard  to  this  Rule.  May  1 
further  add  that  consideration  will  reveal  the  fact 
that  no  coercion  whatever  is  being  used  (individual 
application  being  necessary),  but  rather  the  way 
being  made  easier  for  those  who  wish  to  become 
registered  ? 

If  complaint  is  necessary,   I  suggest  that  the 
Secretary  should  be  approached,  as  would  have 
been  the  correct  procedure  in  the  first  instance. 
IvEY  C.  M.  Little, 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Free 
Hospital  Nurses'  League. 

[The  member  of  the  G.N.C.  who  put  forward 
the  views  of  a  certificated  Royal  Free  Hospital 
Nurse  was  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  to  whom  the 
nurse  addressed  her  protest.  We  cannot  agree 
that  the  "  correct  procedure  "  of  this  free  member 
of  the  profession  should  be  to  "  approach  "  the 
Secretary  of  an  organisation  to  which  she  does 
not  belong,  before  expressing  an  opinion  on  her 
own  affairs. — Ed.] 

FREE  IN  THE   BEST  SENSE  OF  THE  WORD. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Madam, — As  a  member  of  the  Nursing  Staff 
of  the  Royal  Free  Hospital,  I  write  in  reference  to 
a  statement  made  by  a  member  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  at  the  meeting  held  on  April  21st, 
as  quoted  in  the  Nursing  Press  of  last  week. 

This  refers  to  the  application  made  by  our 
League  to  be  recognised  as  an  approved  body 
under  Rule  9 a.  The  word  "  coercion  "  does  not 
appear  to  be  in  any  sense  applicable  in  this  con- 
nection, as  each  applicant  still  has  to  make  her 
own  personal  application  to  be  registered.  More- 
over, I  and  my  colleagues — members  of  the 
Nursing  Staff — resent  such  a  word  being  used 
in  any  matters  connected  with  our  Training  School 
or  our  League.  We  have  always  specially  prided 
ourselves  for  many  years  past  on  being  "  Free  " 
in  the  best  sense  of  a  most  mis-used  word.  Free- 
dom of  thought,  speech  and  action,  has  been  ever 
encouraged  by  our  Matron,  and  can  truly  be  said 
to  be  the  hall-mark  of  our  Training  School,  as 
it  is  also  the  hall-mark  of  our  League,  and  we 
strongly  deprecate  such  a  misleading  reference 
being  made.  « 

I  should  be  grateful  if  you  would  be  so  good  as 

to  give  publicity  to  this  letter  in  your  next  issue. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A  Member  of  the   Nursing  Staff  and  of 

THE  Royal  Free  Hospital  Nurses'  League. 

[We  have  all  a  right  to  our  opinions,  and  the 
Royal  Free  Nurse  alluded  to,  considered  rightly, 
in  our  opinion,  that  each  nurse  should  herself  be 
entirely  responsible,  not  only  for  making  applica- 
tion for  State  Registration  direct  to  the  Statutory 


Body  appointed  by  Parliament  to  compile  the 
State  Register,  but  for  personally  providing  docu- 
mentary evidence  of  training  to  the  officials 
appointed  by  the  Council  to  verify  it  and  submit 
it  for  approval  to  the  Council.  The  Council,  in 
her  opinion,  had  no  right  to  delegate  its  statutory 
responsibility  to  irresponsible  officials  of  private 
bodies  of  nurses — or,  indeed,  to  any  bodies  of 
nurses,  as  pressure  for  or  against  registration  was 
thus  made  possible.  Considering  the  "  coercion  " 
used  by  many  matrons,  and  some  hospital  governors 
(who  actually  paid  their  fees  out  of  charitable 
funds)  to  drive  nurses  on  to  the  College  Register, 
any  repetition  of  this  policy  in  connection  with  the 
State  Register  should  be  discouraged.  Our  corres- 
pondent prides  herself  and  her  League  colleagues 
on  being  "  Free  "  in  the  best  sense  of  a  mis-used 
word."  We  are  told  that  "  freedom  of  thought, 
speech  and  action  has  been  ever  encouraged 
by  our  Matron,"  who  is  President  of  the  Royal 
Free  League.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know 
if  the  178  certificated  nurses  who  compose  the 
League  were  given  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
an  opinion  on  the  Resolution  brought  forward  by 
their  President  at  a  meeting  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  of  which  she  is  a  member,  proposing  to 
deprive  them,  together  with  all  their  certificated 
colleagues  in  England  and  Wales,  of  the  record  of 
their  Certificates  of  Proficiency  on  the  State 
Register — such  Certificates  of  Training  being 
awarded,  we  believe,  by  the  authorities  of  the 
Royal  Free  Hospital  after  examination,  "  to 
practice    as    Certificated    Nurses." 

If  this  proposal  was  made  by  their  President 
without  consultation  with  the  certificated  nurses 
of  the  hospital — of  which  she  is  Matron — we 
wonder  where  the  "  Freedom  of  thought,  speech, 
and  action "  of  the  members  of  this  League 
comes  in  !  If  they  knew  of  the  attack  on  their 
professional  status,  and  let  it  pass  by  default, 
the  sooner  they  learn  what  real  "  freedom  " 
means  the  better.  No  one  nurse,  or  group  of  nurses 
can  shirk  her  professional  responsibility  in  such 
a  crisis  without  playing  a  coward's  part,  resulting 
in  the  shattering  of  her  own  moral  fibre — whilst 
causing  professional  damage  to  her  more  courageous 
colleagues. 

We  hope  our  correspondent  has  read  and 
marked  what  Sir  James  Barrie  said  in  this  connec- 
tion in  his  wonderful  Rectorial  Address  to  students 
at  St.  Andrews  last  week.  We  should  like  to  see 
that  Address  framed  and  publicly  displayed  in 
every  Nurse  Training  School  and  distributed  to 
the  members  of  every  Nurses'  League. — Ed.] 

THE  BETRAYAL  OF  THE  NURSING 
PROFESSION. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — Re  Miss  Cox-Davies's  letter  in 
Journal,  May  6th,  may  I  remark  that  from  a 
professional]  woman  with  thirty-three  years' 
experience,  one  would  have  expected  a  little  more 
courtesy  in  referring  to  the  Matrons  of  the  leading 
London  Fever  Hospitals,  rather  than  "  some 
Matrons  of  Fever  Hospitals."     As  a  Matron  of  a 
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nurses'  training  school  it  is  not  a  good  example 
in  "  respect  due  "  or  personal  politeness.  Without 
any  "  private "  information  or  authority  it  is 
abundantly  patent  to  anyone  who  has  followed 
the  actions  of  the  G.N.C.  during  the  past  three 
months  that  "  party  spirit "  is  responsible  for 
the  supplanting  of  Miss  Villiers  on  the  Education 
Committee  by  a  lay-woman,  also  that  the  section 
of  the  Council  who  are  accused  of  "  checking'and 
defeating  the  organisation  of  the  profession  are 
the  only  people  who  are  standing  by  the  principles 
of  State  Registration,  and  by«the  nurses  who  finance 
this  their  register." 

It  is  a  matter  to  note  that  Miss  Cox-Davies 
here  openly  takes  the  field  on  behalf  of  the  laity 
in  Council,  against  the  nurses'  own  representatives, 
although  not  surprising  when  one  remembers  the 
resolution  standing  in  her  name  which  nearly 
deprived  nurses  of  recognition  of  their  much- 
valued  certificates.  The  complaint  of  "  narrow- 
ness of  vision  "  has  certainly  been  obvious,  but 
to  me,  a  "  looker  on,"  it  has  appeared  to  be  the 
outstanding  defect  of  the  party  who  have  created 
a  majority  by  not  electing  nurse  members  (I  say 
not  electing  in  deference  to  Miss  Cox-Davies' 
feelings).  Surely  she  will  not  repudiate  any 
responsibility  for  the  "  party  spirit  and  dissension  " 
so  deplorable  in  the  Council,  after  resigning  and 
leaving  the  cause  for  ten  weeks,  and  only  returning 
on  a  secretly  extracted  promise  of  support  of 
party  policy. 

It  appears  to  me — admittedly  a  younger  mem- 
ber of  the  profession — that  if  clean  party  politics 
had  been  adhered  to  and  personal  animus  sup- 
pressed, nurses  could  have  proved  their  ability  to 
govern  their  own  profession,  much  of  their 
opportunity  has  been  stolen  from  them  by  the 
voters  who  gave  the  Registration  chair  to  a  doctor, 
the  General  Purposes  chair  to  a  lay  woman,  and  a 
seat  on  the  Education  Committee  to  another  lay- 
woman. 

Miss  Villiers  is  exalted,  not  martyred ;  she 
has  not  bartered  her  principles  to  swim  with  the 
tide — even  though  she  is  "  not  elected  "  by  the 
present  temporary  Council. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Sisters'  Quarters,  S.  F.  Rossiter. 

R.N.  Hospital,  Haslar. 

PROFESSIONAL  RECOGNITION  ON 
CERTIFICATES. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — May  I  thank  you  very  sincerely 
for  your  promptitude  in  obtaining  the  information 
regarding  the  changes  which  occur  in  milk  under 
certain  conditions. 

It  was  the  first  thing  I  noticed  as  I  opened  my 
paper  on  Saturday  ;  the  information  will  be  useful 
to  a  great  many  nurses. 

May  I  also  take  this  opportunity  of  saying 
how  glad  I  am  to  have  your  signature  on  my 
Registration  Certificate. 

With  grateful  thanks,  Believe  me, 

Yours  very  faithfully, 

"  A  Constant  Reader." 

13,   Arlington  Villas,   Clifton.   Bristol. 


PROFOUND    INDIGNATION. 

To  the  Editor  of  Thk  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Editor, — ^May  I  express  my  profound 
indignation  at  the  outrageous  action  of  a 'section 
of  the  G.N.C.  But  the  prophets,  though  always 
stoned,  have  ever  triumphed  in  the  end. 

The  planet  Mars  must  be  very  powerfully  placed 
in  your  horoscope,  heavily  afflicted  in  some  way, 
to  account  for  the  endless  opposition  you  have  had 
to  meet ;  and  having  some  benefit  aspects,  to 
endow  you  with  such  courage  and  perseverance 
to  battle  through  all  these  years. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Cranford,  Middlesex.  M.  M.  Bielby. 

KERNELS   FROM    CORRESPONDENTS. 

Registered  Nurse. — "  I  note  in  the  list  of 
approved  hospitals  recommended  by  the  Education 
Committee  for  recognition  by  the  G.N.C.  that  our 
hospital  is  still  called  the  '  Great  Northern  Central 
Hospital.'  Its  official  title  is  now,  and  has  been 
for  some  time,  '  The  Royal  Northern  Hospital.' 
Hoping  this  may  meet  the  eye  of  those  responsible 
for  compiling  the  list,  especially  the  lay  members 
who  are  now  actively  interfering  with  our  affairs. 
.  .  .  Glad  to  see  you  and  others  object  to  be 
dictated  to  by  the  laity  on  the  G.N.C.  as  to  the 
composition  and  numbers  of  our  Free  Nurses' 
organisations.  We  are  not  '  cottage  gamps  '  to  be 
treated  with  patronage,  and  those  are  the  only 
type  of  '  Nurses  '  whom  titled  women  control." 

A  Sheffield  Sister. — "  Labour  representatives  on 
the  Sheffield  Board  of  Guardians  have  gone  on 
strike  because  none  of  them  was  appointed  to  the 
chairmanship  of  the  relief  committees.  Why  do 
they  not  follow  the  example  of  the  G.N.C.  and 
arrange  new  rules  whereby  they  can  eject  their 
colleagues  and  pop  into  their  seats  ?  " 

Drug  Traffic  Control. 

Member,  Matrons'  Council. — "  Miss  La  Motte 
aroused  my  interest  and  conscience  on  Drug 
Traffic  Control,  by  her  excellent  Address  on  this 
abuse  before  the  Matrons'  Council.  Every  day  the 
press  is  now  compelled  to  report  the  terrible 
results  of  the  lack  of  control  over  drug  smuggling 
in  the  past.  Scotland  Yard  appears  to  be  waking 
up  at  last.  I  hope  some  of  my  colleagues  have 
found  time  to  read  in  the  T'tnes  what  Mr.  Basil 
Matthews,  who  has  been  attending  the  sessions  of 
the  Opium  Commission  of  the  League  of  Nations  at 
Geneva,  has  to  say  on  the  question :  The 
Commission  came  to  the  conclusion  that  unless 
we  stand  together  and  fight  the  drug  traffic,  it  will 
destroy  us  separately.  .  .  .  Perhaps  you  will  find 
space  for  quotations  from  the  conclusions  of  the 
Commission  ;    Nurses  should  be  in  this  fight." 

[We  hope  to  do  so  at  an  early  date. — Ed.] 


OUR   PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

May  20th. — Describe  the  part  played  by  insects 
in  spreading  disease. 

Mav  2jth. — Name  three  gynaecological  opera- 
tions and  how  to  prepare  the  patient  for  them. 

June  j,rd. — How  would  you  deal  with  a  case  of 
haemorrhage  after  enucleation  of  the  tqnsils  ? 


3o8       Zhc  »riti0b  3ournal  of  IRursing  Supplement       May  13,  1922 


TKe   Midwife. 


CHOREA   GRAVIDARUM. 

The  Lancet  reports  an  interesting  meeting 
of  the  Midland  Obstetrical  and  Gynaecological 
Society,  held  at  the  King  Edward  VII  Hospital, 
Cardiff,  when  the  President,  Professor  Ewen 
Maclean,  who  was  in  the  chair,  read  a  short  com- 
munication on  the  above  subject  and  described 
three  cases  which  conformed  to  the  type  of 
ordinary,  or  Sydenham's,  chorea,  as  distinguished 
from  the  far  more  grave  Huntingdon's  chorea. 

"  Prof.  Maclean  said  that  as  regards  aetiology,  it 
was  generally  held  that  these  cases  were  a  form  of 
true  chorea,  and  not  a  manifestation  of  toxaemia. 
This  view  was  supported  by  the  frequency  of  a 
rheumatic  history,  evidence  of  endocarditis  in  a 
large  proportion  of  cases,  and  the  detailed  resem- 
blance to  Sydenham's  chorea,  whilst  in  most  cases 
other  evidences  of  toxaemia,  such  as  albuminuria 
and  severe  vomiting  were  absent.  The  incidence 
of  the  disease  was  commonest  in  primigravidae, 
though  it  might  recur  in  subsequent  pregnancies, 
and  the  onset  was  more  frequent  in  the  earUer 
months  of  pregnancy.  Milder  types  tended  to 
recover  under  treatment,  rarely,  if  ever,  developed 
mental  symptoms,  and  only  exceptionally  mis- 
carried. The  severe  types  were  frequently  asso- 
ciated with  abortion. 

As  regards  treatment,  mild  cases  responded  to 
rest  and  dieting  associated  with  arsenic  or  bromide 
as  the  symptoms  indicated.  In  severe  cases  the 
prognosis,  immediate  and  remote,  was  bad ; 
treatment,  as  a  rule,  was  ineffective,  and  the 
induction  of  abortion  or  premature  labour,  before 
the  signs  of  exhaustion  became  estabUshed, 
appeared  to  be  the  best  line  of  treatment  to 
adopt." 

CENTRAL  MIDWIVES*  BOARD. 

Applications  for  Approval. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  the  following  applications  were  approved : — 

As  Lecturer. — Dr.  Arthur  Eaton  Bodrington. 

As  Teacher. — ^Midwives  Annie  Elizabeth  Craven 
(No.  6775),  Ada  Victoria  Eaton  (No.  43706), 
Dorothy  Alice  Jones  (No.  49275),  Beatrice  Lily 
Hussell  Mogridge  (No.  28,803),  Jane  Ward  (No. 
27652),  and  Helen  Springfield  (No.  50571),  subject 
to  conditions. 

Administration  of  Drugs  by  Midwives. 

The  Board  approved  a  statement  prepared  by 
the  members  of  the  deputation  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  with  reference  to  the  administration  of 
drugs,  and  arranged  to  send  it  to  Local  Super- 
visory Authorities  and  other  bodies  who  have 
made   representations   to   the   Board. 

It  considered  it  inadvisable  to  suggest  to 
teachers  and  midwives  the  drugs  which  it  thinks 
should  be  used  by  midwives  in  various  emergencies. 


Advertising  Through  the  Mkdium  of  Midwives. 

A  letter  was  considered  from  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Derbyshire  drawing 
the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  system  of 
advertising  through  the  medium  of  midwives 
which  is  being  adopted  by  Messrs.  Nestle,  Ltd., 
and  enquiring  whether  the  Board  would  regard 
as  unprofessional  the  distribution  by  midwives 
of  such  circulars  as  Messrs.  Nestle,  Ltd.,  desire 
to  be  circulated. 

It  was  decided  that  Messrs.  Nestle,  Ltd.,  be 
informed  that  the  Board  cannot  approve  of 
midwives  acting  as  agents  for  advertising  any 
form  of  food  ;  that  a  midwife  acting  thus  renders 
herself  liable  to  proceedings  before  the  Board, 
and  that  it  trusts  Messrs.  Nestle,  Ltd.,  not  to 
tempt  midwives  to  act  in  a  manner  derogatory 
to  their  position. 

We  think  the  decision  of  the  Board  is  the 
correct  one.  No  professional  person  should  push 
any  particular  commodity,  the  public  can  be 
acquainted  with  its  merits  through  advertisements 
in  the  Press  in  the  ordinary  way. 

POST-QRADUATE  WEEK  FOR 
MIDWIVES. 

The  tenth  annual  Post-Graduate  Week  for  Midwives 
will  be  held  at  the  General  Lying-in  Hospital,  York 
Road,  Lambeth,  London,  S.E.i,  from  May  22  to  2O 
inclusive. 

Monday,  May  22nd.,  4  p.m.  Reception  by  Matron 
and  Staff.  Tea.  5  p.m.,  Inaugural  Lecture  by  Dr.  J. 
S.  Fairbairn,  "  The  Influence  of  William  Smellie  on 
British  Midwifery." 

Tuesday,  May  23rd,  1 1  a.m.  Clinic  in  the  wards  by 
the  house  physician.  12  noon,  Milk  kitchen  :  Prepara- 
tion of  artificial  feeds.  2  p.m.,  Meet  at  the  Hospital : 
Visits  to  York  Road  Infants'  Clinic  or  Queen  Charlotte's 
Hospital  or  Glaxo  Factory.  6  p.m..  Lecture  by  Mr. 
Richardson,  "  Recent  Research  into  the  Toxaemias  of 
Pregnancy." 

Wednesday,  May  24th,  11  a.m.,  Clinic  in  the  wards 
conducted  by  the  Ward  Sisters.  2  p.m..  Clinical 
lecture  by  Dr.  G.  F.  Stebbing  at  Lambeth  Infirmary. 
6  p.m..  Lecture  by  Miss  Liddiard,  "  Management  of 
Cases  in  which  Lactation  is  Difficult  to  Establish." 

Thursday,  May  25th.  11  a.m.,  Mr.  Richardson's 
clinic  for  pupil  midwives.  2  p.m.,  City  Road  Maternity 
Hospital  or  Glaxo  Factory  or  3  p.m.,  Dr.  EricPritchard's 
clinic.  6  p.m..  Lecture  by  Dr.  Eric  Pritchard  (by 
invitation  of  Dr.  Pritchard).  One  of  a  course  to 
medical  post-graduates.  Lectures  to  pupU  midwives 
by  Dr.  J.  P.  Hedley. 

Friday,  May  26th.  11  a.m..  Clinic  by  the  House 
Physician.  3  p.m.,  Lecture  by  Professor  Louise 
Mcllroy,  "  Antenatal  Care."  5.30  p.m.  Test  Paper 
(optional).  7.30  p.m..  Lecture  at  the  Midwives' 
Institute  (tickets  6d.  each).  Subject  to  be  announced 
later. 

Antenatal  clinic  daUy  9  a.m.     (Numbers  iimitedi. 

Subscription  for  course,  5s.     (Payable  in  advance). 

Those  who  wish  to  join  should  send  their  names  as 
soon  as  possible  to  K.  V.  Coni  (Sister),  Hon.  Secretary. 
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EDITORIAL. 


"FOR    EVER    ENGLAND." 

"I  fervently  pray  that,  both  as  nations  and  individuals, 
we  may  so  order  our  lives  after  the  ideals  for  which  our' 
.brethren  died  that  we  may  be  able  to  meet  their  gallant 
jsouls  once  more,  humbly,  but  unashamed." — His  Majesty 
THE  King. 

The  whole  Empire  must  he  touched  to  the 
quick  by  the  simple  and  solemn  pilgrimag^e  of 
its  King-  to  the  War  Cemeteries  of  Northern 
Planders  and  France,  where  lie  British  dead 
who  rallied  round  their  country's  Flag'  from 
the  farthest  bounds  of  Empire  to  defend  it 
^nd  all  that  it  symbolises ;  His  Majesty  also 
visited  the  new  French  Cemetery,  at  Notre 
Dame  de  Lorette,  where  he  laid  a  wreath  of 
red  roses,  palm  and  laurel  on  .the  tombs  of  the 
heroic  soldiers  of  France. 

In  his  noble  Address,  spoken  by  the  Stone 
■of  Remembrance  in  the  Terlincthun  Cemetery 
at  Boulogne,  which  we  print  herewith,  the 
Kingf  finely  expressed  his  own  feeling^s  and 
interpreted  those  of  his  subjects,  as  also  in  his 
mesisag-e  to  the  President  of  the  French  Re- 
public before  leaving"  French  soil,  and  to  the 
King"  of  the  Belg^ians  on  hisi  return  to  Eng'land. 

Many  have  been  the  visits  of  Eng"lish  Kings 
to  France  in  the  centuries  that  are  past,  such 
as  that  of  unrivalled  magnificence  which  took 
place  on  the  Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold  between 
Henry  VIH  of  Eng-land  and  Francis  I  of 
France.  The  pilg^rimag^  of  King"  Georg^e  was 
•otherwise ;  almost  as  a  private  individual  His 
Majesty  went  to  pay  homagfe  to  the  glorious 
dead,  and,  at  the  conclusion  of  his  pilg-rimag^e, 
-expressed  his  personal  thanks  to  the  President 
■of  the  French  Republic  and  to  the  French 
people  "  for  the  touching  sympathy  with  his 
tJesire  to  make  this  pilg-rimage  in  such  privacy 
•as  was  in  Tiarmony  with'  his  feeling"  -of  reverent 


affection   for  the  dead,   and  respect  for  those 
to  whom  they  are  dear." 

The  far-reaching-  effect  of  the  words  spoken 
by  His  Majesty  may  be  to  some  extent 
estimated  by  the  profound  impression  they 
have  already  made,  by  the  enthusiasm  they 
have  aroused  in  our  g-aJlant  French  and 
Belgfian  Allies;  and,  as  they  are  flashed  round 
the  world  by  cable,  by  wireless,  yes,  and  even 
by  the  curious  telepathy  by  which  members  of 
native  tribes  who  can  neither  read  nor  write 
communicate  news  over  wide  areas  of  country, 
who  can  doubt  that  in  Canada,  in  India,  in 
Africa,  and  to  thei  farthest  bounds  of 
Empire,  they  will  do  more  to  cement  its 
defences  than  all  the  tactics  of  politicians; 
these  may  pass  out  of  mind,  but  who  can 
forgfet  the  claspd  hands  of  the  great  Field- 
Marshals  of  Britain  and  France,  upon  which 
the  King-  placed  his  own,  or  estimate  the 
loyalty  aroused  by  his  g'racious  action  in 
placing-  on  the  grave  of  a  non-commissioned 
officer  in  the  cemetery  at  Etaples  the  forgfet- 
me-nots  sent  to  the  Queen  by  ai  bereaved 
mother,  beg-gfing  that  they  mig-ht  be  laid  there, 
and  His  Majesty's  further  strict  instructions 
that  they  were  on  no  account  to  be  removed. 

Our  French  Allies,  with  their  g-enius  for 
sympathetic  understanding,  have  made  us  for 
ever  their  debtors  by  bestowing-  upon  this 
country  the  land  on  which  the  British  ceme- 
teries stand  in  France  as  the  free  g-ift  of  the 
French  People,  "  for  the  perpetual  restingf- 
place  of  those  of  the  Allied  Armies  who  fell 
in  the  war  of  1914-1918  and  are  buried  there." 
Side  by  side  they  lie,  g-eneral  and  private, 
white  man  and  black,  in  the  equality  of  death, 
in  the  recognition  accorded  to  one  and  all  for 
duty  nobly  performed. 

Those   who  on   the   journey   to   Paris  have 
stopped    to    visit     the    British    cemetery    at 
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Etaples  know  that  its  distinctive  feature  is 
the  number  of  Dominion  soldiers  who  he 
buiied  there,  each  Dominion  having-  its  own 
plot.  This  was  one  of  the  cemeteries  honoured 
by  a  visit  from  the  King-,  who  was  met  by  the 
High  Commissioners  for  Canada,  New  Zea- 
land, Newfoundland,  and  in  the  case  of 
Australia  and  South  Africai  by  their  repre- 
sentatives. Later  His  Majesty  visited  the 
unique  cemetery  near  Wimereux,  named 
Meerut,  where  the  ibodies,  or  ashes,  of  Indian 
soldiers  are  interred,  with  the  distinctive 
marks  of  Hindus,  Mahommedans  and  Sikhs 
on  the  headstones  of  their  g-raves. 

So  rest  the  sons  of  every  portion  of  the 
British  Empire,  their  gfraves  loving-ly  cared  for, 
in  cemeteries  beautified  by  flowers,  honoured 
by  their  Kingf  and  country,  honoured  by  the 
people  who  have  gfenerously  ensured  that  they 
shall  rest  in  soil  that  is  "  for  ever  Eng^land," 
the  while  "  their  name  liveth  for  evermore." 

The  beautiful  wreath  laid  by  the  Kingf  at  the 
foot  of  the  Cross  of  Sacrifice  in  the  cemetery 
at  Terlincthun  was  shaped  as  a  lyre,  and  made 
of  laurel,  palm,  and  crimson  roses.  Havingf 
placed  it,  His  Majesty  stood  at  salute,  and 
then,  turning,  he  delivered  the  following 
memorable  Address,  facing  the  Stone  of  Re- 
membrance, fittingly  draped  with  the  Union 
]ack  : — 

THE     KINO'S    ADDRESS. 

"  For  the  past  few  days  I  have  been  on  a 
solemn  pilgrimage  in  honour  of  a  people  who 
died  for  all  free  men.  At  the  close  of  that  pil- 
grimage, on  which  I  followed  ways  already  marked 
by  many  footsteps  of  love  and  pride  and  grief,  I 
should  like  to  send  a  message  to  all  who  have  lost 
those  dear  to  them  in  the  great  war,  and  in  this 
the  Queen  joins  me  to-day  amidst  these  surround- 
ings so  wonderfully  typical  of  that  single-hearted 
assembly  of  nations  and  of  races  which  form  our 
Empire.  For  here,  in  their  last  quarters,  lie  sons 
of  every  portion  of  that  Empire,  across,  as  it  were, 
the  threshold  of  the  Mother  Island,  which  they 
guarded  that  freedom  might  be  saved  in  the 
uttermost  ends  of  the  earth. 

"  For  this,  a  generation  of  our  manhood  offered 
itself  without  question,  and  almost  without  the 
need  of  a  summons.  Those  proofs  of  virtue, 
which  we  honour  here  to-day,  are  to  be  found 
throughout  the  world  and  its  waters — since  we 
can  truly  say  that  the  whole  circuit  of  the  earth 
is  girdled  with  the  graves  of  our  dead.  Beyond 
the  stately  cemeteries  of  France,  across  Italy, 
through  Eastern  Europe,  in  well-nigh  unbroken 
chain,  they  stretch,  passing  over  the  holy  Mount 
of  Olives  itself  to  the  farthest  shores  of  the  Indian 
and  Pacific  Oceans — from  Zeebrugge  to  Coronel, 
from  Dunkirk  to  the  hidden  wildernesses  of  East 
Africa. 


A  Tried  and  Generous  Friend. 

"  But  in  this  fair  land  of  France,  which  sustained; 
the  utmost  fury  of  the  long  strife,  our  brothers- 
are  numbered,  alas  !  by  hundreds  of  thousands. 
They  lie  in  the  keeping  of  a  tried  and  generous 
friend,  a  resolute  and  chivalrous  comrade-in-arms, 
who,  with  ready  and  quick  sympathy  has  set 
aside  for  ever  the  soil  in  which  they  sleep,  so  that 
we  ourselves  and  our  descendants  may  for  all. 
time  reverently  tend  and  preserve  their  resting- 
places.  And  here,  at  Terlincthun,  the  shadow  of 
his  monument  falling  almost  across  their  graves,, 
the  greatest  of  French  soldiers — of  all  soldiers — 
stands  guard  over  them.  And  this  is  just,  for 
side  by  side  with  the  descendants  of  his  incom- 
parable armies,  they  defended  his  land  in  defending, 
their  own. 

"  Never  before  in  history  have  a  people  thus^ 
dedicated  and  maintained  individual  memorials  to- 
their  fallen,  and,  in  the  course  of  my  pilgrimage,  I 
have  many  times  asked  myself  whether  there  can  be- 
more  potent  advocates  of  peace  upon  earth  through 
the  years  to  come  than  this  massed  multitude  of 
silent  witnesses  to  the  desolation  of  war.  And  I 
feel  that,  so  long  as  we  have  faith  in  God's  purposes,, 
we  cannot  but  believe  that  the  existence  of  these 
visible  memorials  will,  eventually,  serve  to  draw 
all  peoples  together  in  sanity  and  self-control,, 
even  as  it  has  already  set  the  relations  between 
our  Empire  and  our  Allies  on  the  deep-rooted 
bases  of  a  common  heroism  and  a  common  agony. 

Equal  in  Sacrifice  ;   Equal  in  Honour. 

"  Standing  beneath  this  Cross  of  Sacrifice,, 
facing  the  great  Stone  of  Remembrance,  and 
compassed  by  these  sternly  simple  headstones,  we 
remember,  and  must  charge  our  children  to- 
remember,  that,  as  our  dead  were  equal  in  sacrifice,, 
so  are  they  equal  in  honour,  for  the  greatest  and 
least  of  them  have  proved  that  sacrifice  and 
honour  are  no  vain  things,  but  truths  by  which 
the  world  lives. 

"  Many  of  the  cemeteries  I  have  visited  in  the 
remoter  and  still  desolate  districts  of  this  sorely- 
stricken  land,  where  it  has  not  yet  been  possible- 
to  replace  the  wooden  crosses  by  headstones, 
have  been  made  into  beautiful  gardens  which  are 
lovingly  cared  for  by  comrades  of  the  war.  I 
rejoice  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  see  these  in 
the  spring,  when  the  returning  pulse  of  the  year 
tells  of  unbroken  life  that  goes  forward  in  the 
face  of  apparent  loss  and  wreckage  ;  and  I  fer- 
vently pray  that,  both  as  nations  and  individuals, 
we  may  so  order  our  lives  after  the  ideals  for 
which  our  brethren  died  that  we  may  be  able  to- 
meet  their  gallant  souls  once  more,  humbly,  but 
unashamed." 

At  the  Stone  of  Remembrance  the  King"  and 
Queen  were  saluted  by  the  French  colours, 
dipped  by  soldiers  of  the  ii/tb  Regiment,  and" 
here  the  Queen  laid  a  wreath  of  deep  red  ancf 
purple  carnations  on  a  ground  of  "  rosemary 
for  remembrance." 
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OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 

DESCRIBE    THE    PART    PLAYED     BY     INSECTS     IN 
SPRBADINU     DISEASE. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
•week  to  Miss  Henrietta  Ballard,  Bermondsey 
Hospital,  Lower  Road,  Rotherhithe,  S.E. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

Insects  play  a  very  important  part  in  the 
spreading  of  disease,  and  probably  the  greatesit 
•of  all  carriers  is  the  "  common  house  fly." 

The  fly  lays  its  eggs  in  manure  or  other 
decomposing  vegetable  substance ;  the  maggot 
feeds  on  the  same,  and  very  quickly  reaches 
its  maturity,  and  likewise  deposits  its  eggs  in 
the  same  manner  in  batches  of  about  150  each 
time,  and  during  its  life  will  probably  lay  thirty 
to  fifty  million.  It  has  a  habit  of  vomiting 
and  re-swallowing  its  food,  and  its  hairy  legs 
carry  enormous  numbers  of  bacteria  from  the 
filth  it  lives  upon ;  thus  one  cannot  realise  the 
result  of  a  fly  having  fallen  into  a  jug  of  milk, 
as  is  so  frequently  seen,  and  carrying  with  it 
micro-organisms  from  sputum,  excreta,  urine, 
or  skin  of  infected  persons. 

One  of  the  most  important  of  diseases 
spread  by  flies  is  summer  diarrhoea,  which 
results  in  such  a  high  infant  mortality  every 
year  in  our  towns,  especially  during  the  fly 
season.  The  infection  may  have  been  carried 
straight  to  the  milk  by  these  pests  or  to  the 
feeding  vessel  used,  which,  left  dirty,  espe- 
cially after  milk  has  been  therein,  is  a  delight- 
ful feeding  ground  for  these  carriers.  All  such 
vessels  should  be  scalded,  thoroughly  cleansed, 
and  kept  immersed  under  water  or  covered 
until  use.  All  fluids,  especially  milk  and  food 
of  any  kind,  can  only  be  kept  free  from  infec- 
tion by  being  kept  covered. 

Meat  is  quickly  rendered  a  putrefying  sub- 
stance when  the  fly  has  gained  access  to  it, 
and  also  becomes  contaminated  with  bacteria. 

Other  diseases  spread  by  flies  are  tuber- 
culosis, small-pox,  and  probably  all  infectious 
diseases  can  be  transmitted  that  way,  espe- 
cially "  typhoid  fever."  All  excreta  of  typhoid 
patients  must  be  suspected  of  containing  the 
bacteria,  so  that  the  smallest  thing  used  by 
the  patient  and  left  uncovered  will  enable  a  fly 
alighting  thereon  to  convey  the  disease  to 
another  person  by  its  contamination  of  their 
food. 

Mosquitoes.  —  These  insects  convey  the 
dreaded  malaria  and  yellow  fever,  little  known 
In  this  country,  but  so  common  in  warm,  damp 
countries.  Protection  is  afforded  by  protecting 
the  skin  from  bites. 

Tsetse  Fly  is  respKmsible  for  the  conveying 
of   "sleeping  sickness."     It  makes  its  home 


in  hot,  marshy  climates,  and  the  disease  is 
frequently  fatal. 

Fleas  and  Bugs  convey  skin  diseases  and 
plagues.  These  live  in  dirt ;  fleas  also  find 
their  homes  on  rats,  cats,  dogs,  and  horses. 
The  former  should  be  exterminated,  and  any 
dead  bodies  of  same  covered  in  disinfectant 
to  prevent  the  fleas  which  abound  on  them 
escaping  to  other  persons.  Dogs  and  horses 
properly  kept  are  easily  cleared  of  the  pests, 
but  cats  are  doubtful,  as  they  cannot  be  pro- 
perly cleansed  with  a  good  bath. 

Bugs  may  abound  in  old  houses,  and  prob- 
ably the  only  efficient  way  of  exterminating 
them  is  by  fumigation;  all  niches  and  comers, 
&c.,  should  be  cleansed  by  means  of  a  blow- 
lamp or  formalin  spray.  This  application 
should  be  repeated  after  an  interval  of  a  few 
days. 

Lice. — Typhus  fever  has  been  spread  to  an 
appalling  extent  by  lice.  The  louse,  having 
bitten  an  infected  person,  is  transmitted  prob- 
ably by  the  clothing  to  a  healthy  person,  and 
the  result  may  be  another  victim  of  this 
dreaded  plague. 

Trench  fever,  so  common  during  the  late 
war,  was  traced  to  lice  carrying  infection  from 
one  man  to  another. 

Complete  disinfection  and  cleanliness  are  the 
only  efficient  agents  in  the  destruction  of  these 
pests. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  P.  Thomson,  Miss  M. 
Jones,  Miss  Everard,  Miss  T.  Morgan,  Miss 
B.  Browne. 

Miss  T.  Morgan  emphasises  the  frequency 
with  which  enteric  or  typhoid  fever  is  dis- 
seminated by  flies.  Direct  infection  from 
patient  to  attendant  by  contact  with  stools  or 
infected  linen  may  occur,  but  is  comparatively 
rare. 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

Name  three  gynaecological  operations,  and 
how  to  prepare  the  patient  for  them. 

SCIENCE    NOTES. 

The  Typhus  Germ. 

It  is  claimed  in  a  Central  News  Moscow  telegram 
that  a  Russian  woman,  Dr.  N.  Kritch,  has  made 
one  of  the  most  important  medical  discoveries  of 
the  century  by  finding  and  isolating  the  typhus 
germ. 

Other  doctors  in  Europe  and  America  have 
claimed  partial  success  in  the  production  of  typhus 
vaccine,  but  Dr.  Kritch  is  the  first  to  grow  and 
reproduce  typhuscocci  outside  the  human  body, 
says  Dr.  W.  P.  Davenport,  of  Chicago,  acting  head 
of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  American 
Relief  Administration  in  Russia. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


Professor  D.  Hepburn  (Dean  of  the  Faculty 
of  Medicine  of  the  University  of  Wales)  has 
announced  that  the  University  of  Wales  is 
now  consideringf  a  scheme  by  which  a  diploma 
in  Nursing  could  be  obtained  by  members  of 
the  Profession  on  similar  lines  to  that  recently 
started  by  the  Leeds  University. 

Thisi  is  good  netws. 

Before  us  are  long  articles  from  the  leading 
provincial  papers  deploring  the  shortage  of 
nurses,  which  prove  the  gravity  of  the  position 
if  an  efTicient  standard  of  nursing  is  to  be  main- 
tained. Most  of  these  articles  are  written  by 
College  folk,  and  see  but  one  point  of  view^ — 
that  of  hospital  managers  and  matrons — and 
all  ignore  one  of  the  most  significant  facts 
which  apparently  influences  women  from 
choosing  nursing  as  a  profession.  It  is  the 
hospital  "  School  Marm,"  whose  circumscribed 
social  evolution  prevents  her  from  extending 
to  probationers  that  sympathy  which  springs 
from  knowledgeable  understanding  of  the  inner 
woman.  These  "School  Marms "  may  be 
Matrons,  Sister-Tutors,  Sisters,  cramped  into 
the  prescribed  mould  during  training,  and  who 
carry  on  the  tradition  that  grown  women  are 
still  children  because  the  elements  of  nursing 
are  unknown  to  them. 


The  questio^is  we  should  address  to  appli- 
cants, were  we  a  member  of  a  Hospital 
Board,  for  the  higher  nursing  posts  would 
be  : — Have  you  knocked  about  a  bit?  Have 
you  travelled?  Have  you  ever  tried  to  fly  over 
the  moon?  Are  you  fond  of  animals,  including 
the  human  species?  Have  youi  any  insight  into 
the  human  heart?  Have  you  a  thirst  after 
knowledge?  Have  you  studied  by  midnight 
oil?  Are  you  proud  of  your  cloth?  Do  you 
believe  in  personal  and  professional  responsi- 
bility?    Have  you  courage,  loyalty,  love? 

Any  woman  who  can  answer  these  questions 
in  the  affirmative  will  have  no  difficulty  in  pro- 
curing and  keeping  her  fellow-women  as  pro- 
bationers, and  turning  them  out  as  reail,  human 
nurses.  We  want  more  of  the  human  type 
of  women  in  high  places  in  our  Nursing  Schools. 
For  the  cold-blooded  "  School  Marm  "  there  is 
now  no  use. 


The  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Fever 
Nurses'  Association  will  be  held  on  Saturday, 
May  27th,  at  the  City  Hospital,  Leeds  Road^ 
Bradford,  at  3  p.m.  The  Presidential  Address 
will  be  given  by  Dr.  J.  T.  Kitchin,  MedicaT 
Superintendent  of  the  City  Hospital,  Bradford. 
It  is  hoped  that  provincial  as  well  as  London' 
members  will  make  an  earnest  effort  to  attend 
the  meeting.  At  its  conclusion  tea  will  be 
provided  by  the  kindness  of  the  Bradford 
Corporation.  

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Governors  of 
the  Bedford  County  Hospital,  an  excellent 
record  of  the  year's  work  was  presented.  To- 
quote  an  item  interesting  to  Bedford  nurses  : — 

"  Plans  are  before  the  Board  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Nurses'  Home.  No  report  would 
be  complete  without  an  expression  of  deep 
appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  nursing  staff, 
and  it  was  hoped  that  it  would  have  been 
found  possible  to  commence  the  long  overdue 
work  on  their  Home  before  this.  Although, ' 
however,  building  prices  ha^^e  considerably 
dropped,  the  ear-marked  money,  less  than- 
^5,700,  is  insufficient.  It  is  therefore  intended 
to  make  a  comprehensive  appeal  for  the  two 
urgent  needs  on  capital  outlay — Paying  Wards 
and  the  Nurses'  Home.  The  last  word  is 
gratitude.  The  public  in  the  past  have  nobly 
supported  the  policy  adopted  fcy  the  Board. 
The  Voluntary  Hospital  System  is  on  its  trial. 
At  Bedford  there  is  no  debt,  neither  is  there 
any  gloom.  There  is,  instead,  an  atmosphere 
of  increased  support  for  increased  responsi- 
bility."   

The  Belgian  Consular  Service  in  the  Dutch 
Indies  has  notified  the  Belgian  Government 
that  two  men  alleged  to  be  responsible  for  the 
denunciation  of  Nurse  Cavell  have  been  traced" 
there.  It  further  intimates  that  if  Belgium 
does  not  call  for  their  extradition  Great  Britain 
will  demand  it,  as  Nurse  Cavell  was  a  British 
subject.  It  is  regarded  as  certain  that  her 
widespread  activities  and  the  ramifications  of 
the  organisation  she  instituted  exposed  Nurse 
Cavell  to  betrayal  from  more  than  one  quarter. 


We  are  asked  by  Miss  L.  S.  Clark,  Matron 
of  the  Whipp's  Cross  Hospital,  Leytonstone, 
to  state  that  the  Whipp's  Cross  Nurses'  Re- 
union will  be  postponed  until  the  autumn. 


A  bust  of  Nurse  Cavell  has  been  presented 
to  King  Ediward  VII  Hospital  at  Windsor  by 
Mr.  A.  Foreman. 

At  the  annual  meeting  the  Vicar  of  Windsor 
expressed  the  thanks  of  the  Governors  to  the 
Matron,  Miss  Brooks,  the  Nursing  Staff,  and 
the  Secretary  for  the  excellent  work  carried" 
out  during  the  past  year. 
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The  Court  of  Appeal  at  Brussels  has  re- 
jected the  appeal  of  Armand  Jeannes,  who  was 
condemned  to  death  by  the  Assize  Court  at 
Mons  for  treason,  and  for  havings  contributed 
to  the  denunciation  of  Nurse  Cavell. 


INTERNATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  NURSES. 


Speaking-  at  the  Annual  Meeting-  of  the 
Halifax  District  Nursing-  Association,  Bishop 
Frodsham,  proposing-  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
ports, &c. ,  said  that  as  vicar  of  one  of  the  down- 
town parishes,  he  would  like  to  testify  to  the 
enormous  value  of  the  nurses'  work  in  the 
poorer  houses  erf  the  town.  The  nurses  went 
there  as  ang-els  of  light,  with  the  spirit  of  kind- 
liness and  g-oodwill  which  won  them  a  recep- 
tion from  people  who  were  naturally  shy  and 
sometimes  extremely  reserved  in  telling  their 
wants.  He  could  conceive  no  charity  which 
was  so  thoroughly  Christian  in  character  as 
their  institution.  He  was  sorry  to  see  there 
were  so  few  churches  which,  siu.pported  the  insti- 
tution, and  he  urged  that  it  was  worthy  of  the 
consideration  of  officials  of  churches,  whether 
they  could  see  their  way  to  give  the  whole  of  a 
collection  or  not. 


HONOURS    FOR    NURSES. 

Silver  Cross  of  the  Knights  of  the  Royal  Order 
of  the  Redeemer. 

A  confirmed  copy  of  the  following  Order  of 
the  Day  has  been  received  by  the  four  Sisters 
named,  who  are  members  of  the  Registered 
Nurses'  Society  and  were  requisitioned  by  the 
Queen  of  the  Hellenes  to  nurse  Greek  soldiers 
at  the  Front  in  Asia  Minor.  We  warmly  con- 
gratulate the  Sisters. 

The  Greek  Army  at  Asia  Minor, 

Staff  Office  I. 

Smyrna,  February  12th,  1922. 

Order  of  the  Day. 

12th  February,  1922. 


i  have  pleasure  in  honourably  mentioning  the 
names  of  the  following  English  nurses  : — 
(i)  Catherine  Evans.         (3)  A.  Brown. 
(2)  P.  Oakley  Williams.  (4)  C.  Baxter, 
because,  during  the  operations  from  June  to  Sept- 
ember, 1 92 1,  they  served  at  the  Nursing  Centre  of 
Dorylaeon  with  admirable  self-denial,  indefatigable 
zeal  and   exemplary  devotion  for  our  wounded 
soldiers  regardless  of  fatigues,  in  order  to  carry 
out  the  noble  task  that  they  had  undertaken. 

I  propose  that  the  above  should  be  awarded  as  a 
moral  reward  the  Silver  Cross  of  the  Knights  of 
Royal  Order  of  the  Redeemer. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Greek 
Army  in  Asia  Minor, 

Anastasis  Papoulas. 


As  we  go  to  press  the  Dinner  in  honour  of 
the  six  British  Delegates  to  the  International 
Council  of  Nurses  is  being  held  at  the  Royal 
British  Nurses'  Association  Club,  and  we  feel 
sure  both  hostesses  and  guests  will  enjoy  the 
occasion.  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  the  Founder 
and  First  Hon,  President  of  the  International, 
will  preside,  and  Miss  Margaret  Breay,  Hon. 
Treasurer,  will  support  her. 

Those  who  have  been  able  to  accept  invita- 
tions are  Miss  H.  L.  Pearse,  Miss  M.  Muriel, 
and  Miss  Maude  MacCallum — unfortunately 
Miss  B.  Cutler  was  unable  to  do  so — the  four 
delegates  of  the  National  Council  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  Miss  Maud  Lamb,  to 
represent  the  Trained  Nurses'  Association  of 
India,  and  Miss  J.  C.  Child,  Hon.  Vice-Presi- 
dent for  South  Africa,  who  is  to  represent  the 
South  African  Trained  Nurses'  Association. 

Miss  Isabel  Macdonald  and  Miss  A.  E. 
Hulme  will  be  guests  of  the  National 
Council  of  Nurses,  which  is  arrang-ing  the 
Dinner.  Councillor  Beatrice  Kent  has  an  im- 
portant engagement  in  her  fight  against  Com- 
munism, so,  to  the  regret  of  all,  will  be  absent. 
Miss  Kent  is  one  of  the  most  ardent  believers 
in  the  community  of  nurses  of  all  nations. 

The  delegates  leave  London  on  Thursday  for 
Copenhagen,  and:  will  be  a  happy  little  band. 
It  is  greatly  regretted  that  Miss  Steuart 
Donaldson  is  prevented  by  duty  from  attend- 
ing the  Meeting.  It  is  now  ten  years  since 
the  Meeting  of  the  International  in  Cologne, 
when  the  nurses  from  23  countries  met  in  the 
loveliest  spirit  of  amity,  and  it  is  high  time 
we  again  began  to  help  to  civilise  the  world 
in  the  nursing-  spirit. 

At  present  the  International  Council  affiliates 
the  National  Associations  of  Nurses  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  the  United  States  of 
America,  Canada,  New  Zealand,  India,  Ger- 
many, Holland,  Denmark,  and  Finland,  with 
Hon.  Vice-Presidents  in  France,  Switzerland, 
and  South  Africa. 

At  Copenhagen  the  National  Associations  of 
Nurses  of  Norway,  Italy,  Belgium,  and  China 
will  apply  for  affiliation,  and  will,  we  feel  sure, 
be  warmly  welcomed  into  our  great  Federation 
of  Nurses,  and  the  following  interesting  letter, 
with  enclosures — being  forwarded  to  the  Pre- 
sident at  Copenhagen — will  arouse  great  in- 
terest. It  is  the  first  of  the  South  American 
Republics  to  come  into  touch  with  us  : — 
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AsistencU  Publica  Nacional-Escuela  de  Nurses. 

Montevideo,  Uruguay, 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  London. 
Dear  Madam, — I  enclose  herewith  a  request  of 
the  National  Association  of  Nurses  of  Uruguay 
(Asociacion  Nacional  de  Nurses  del  Uruguay)  to 
be  allowed  to  join  the  International  Council  of 
Nurses.  This  Association  has  been  established 
since  last  year  with  the  object  of  fostering  the 
nursing  profession  in  Uruguay.  The  professional 
nurses  associated  have  all  been  trained  in  the 
"  Escuela  de  Nurses  de  la  Asistencia  Piiblica 
Nacional  (Montevideo),"  of  which  I  am  the 
Medical  Director. 

This  training  school  was  f<!)unded  ten  years  ago 
(January,  1912)  by  the  authorities,  with  the  object 
of  training  Uruguaj^an  girls  in  the  nursing  of 
patients  in  the  hospitals  of  the  country.  The 
school  consists  of  two  separate  buildings,  a  small 
hos-pital  of  forty  beds,  with  an  out-patient  depart- 
ment and  a  Nurses'  Home.  It  was  started  with 
the  aid  of  five  English  Sisters  from  some  of  the 
British  Hospitals  (London,  Birmingham  General, 
and  St.  Mary's),  whom  I  engaged  and  brought 
out  wnth  me  from  England  in  19 12.  At  the  end 
of  our  three  years'  agreement  they  left  us  and 
returned  home.  Since  then  the  Matron  and  Sisters 
are  all  Uruguayan  ladies,  in  whom  I  have  found 
the  most  efficient  collaborators. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  we  have  followed  as 
strictly  as  possible  the  English  system  of  training, 
and  have  emphasised  the  moral  side,  especially 
trying  to  awaken  in  our  nurses  the  ideals  which 
have  made  the  name  of  F'lorence  Nightingale  the 
revered  inspiration  of  world-wide  influence. 

In  justice  I  must  say  that  having  been  for  years 
a  keen  reader  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nurs- 
ing, I  have  found  your  paper  a  great  help  that  has 
enabled  us  to  guide  our  nurses  through  many 
difficulties,  and  also  to  advise  them  in  their  efforts 
to  organise  themselves  into  their  National  Asso- 
ciation. 

I  venture  to  hope,  dear  Madam,  that  you  will 
kindly  recommend  the  request  of  our  Association 
for  affiliation  with  the  International  Council  of 
Nurses. 

Thanking  you  In  advance,  I  remain, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Carlos  Nery,  M.D. 
All  over  the  world'  our  British  Journal  of 
Nursing  carried  the  demand  for  Hig-her  Edu- 
cation of  Nurses,  and  Org-anisation  through 
State  Registration,  and  stood  alone  against 
the  subsidised  trade  nursing  press  for  this 
great  reform  in  this  country,  and  we  rejoice  to 
know  that  it  hasi  inspired  the  generous  and 
far-seeing  policy  of  Dr.  Carlos  Nery  in  helping 
our  colleagues  in  Uruguay  to  form  themselves 
into  a  National  Association  of  Nurses,  who  are 
eag-er  to  be  linked  with  us  in  international 
good  fellowship.  We  deeply  regret  that  for 
the  first  time  in  twenty-two  years  we  ishall  not 
be  able  to  attend  the  Meeting  of  the  Grand 


Council  of  the  International,  at  Copenhagen,  a 
visit  to  which  charming  and  hospitable  city  in 
T906  makes  us  all  the  more  sad  that  it  cannot 
be  repeated. 

Our  International  Council  has  been  given  at 
each.  Meeting  a  Watchword.  In  the  past  these 
Watchwords  have  been  Work,  Courage,  Life, 
and  Aspiration,  and  we  are  still  under  the 
latter  administration,  soaring  after  what  is 
noble,  and  indeed  have  we  not  great  need  to 
aspire  and  cling  to  our  highest  ideals  in  this 
age  of  cruel  materialism,  when  coarse-fibred 
despotism  does  not  hesitate  to  attempt  to  crush 
under  heel  our  most  sacred  professional  aspira- 
tions, and  reduce  us  to  self-interested,  soulless 
serfs?  Re-read  our  International  Watchword, 
assimilate  it,  and  let  it  help  you  to  resist  all 
cowardice,  all  untruth,  and  all  tyranny — 

••  ASPIRATION.' 

The  Watchword  in  1912. 
Given  by  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick, 
Hon.  President. 
Madam   President,   Members  of  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Nurses,  and  Fraternal 
Delegates, — It   is   our   custom   when   in   Grand 
Council  assembled  to  select  a  Watchword  which 
shall  serve  as  a  common  bond  of  union  till  we 
meet     again.       Work — Courage — Life — all     these 
have  sounded  the  note  of  our  endeavours  for  a 
period  of  years,  and  the  word  I  propose  we  shall 
take  as  our  motto  for  the  next  triennial  term  is 
Aspiration. 

This  word  expresses  a  desire  to  seek  eagerly 
after  that  which  is  above  us.  That  was  the 
inspiration  of  the  Council  Idea,  and  that  is  its 
goal.  The  essential  essence  of  Nursing  is  not 
merely  to  afford  skilled  help  to  suffering  and 
diseased  humanity — it  is  something  far  higher 
than  that.  It  is  the  endeavour  to  appropriate  the 
spiritual  force  which  is  the  common  heritage  of 
our  profession,  bequeathed  to  it  by  many  noble 
men  and  women,  our  predecessors,  who  have 
served  the  sick  of  all  ages  in  every  land  ;  a  reserve 
force  upon  which,  as  long  as  we  walk  worthily, 
we  may  freely  draw,  a  force  potent  with  grace,  so 
that  in  helping  to  heal  the  body,  those  to  whom 
we  minister  may  discern  the  fineness  of  motive 
which  inspires  our  vocation,  and  the  uplifting 
spiritual  zeal  which  inspires  our  service,  and  may 
be  sustained  and  comforted  thereby. 

From  its  inception  our  Council  has  aspired  far 
beyond  what  was  considered  practicable. 

To  infuse  with  a  sense  of  professional  solidarity 
the  nurses  of  all  nations,  so  that  as  a  community 
they  should  zealously  conserve  the  health  and 
happiness  of  the  people — the  essential  right  of 
Life — that  with  sound  knowledge  and  skill  they 
should  serve  and  restore  to  health  the  sick  in  mind 
and  body — and  in  so  doing  maintain  the  honour 
of  their  profession — are  lofty  aims.  Believing, 
as  we  do,  that  these  high  aims  can  be  advanced  by 
greater  unity  of  thought,  sympathy  and  purpose, 
we  have  banded  ourselves  together  in  this  Inter- 
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jiational  Council  to  further  them,  and  we  come 
together  from  all  parts  of  the  world  to  confer  on 
questions,  not  merely  of  imperial,  but  of  human 
weight  and  consequence.  Our  highest  aspiration 
is — to  keep  pure  and  sacred  the  physical  fount 
of  Life,  and  thus  give  liberty  and  solace 
to  the  Soul. 

High  aspirations  indeed,  but  not  beyond  attain- 
ment, and  high  aspirations  are  the  best  incentive 
to  high  endeavours. 

It  is  not  enough,  however,  that  we  attend  these 
great  gatherings  and  enjoy  communion.  It  should 
be  the  aspiration  of  each  one  of  us  to  help  to  build 
up  by  personal  service  our  National  Organisations, 
from  which  internationalism  derives  its  vitality 
and  strength.  That  is  one  aspiration  which  I  invite 
you  to  translate  into  accomplishment  during  the 
next  triennial  period.  Do  not  let  us  allow  the 
inspiration  of  our  conference  to  evaporate  in 
sentiment.  We  need  to  capture,  concentrate,  and 
utilize  it  as  a  compelling  force  in  the  upraising  and 
resultant  happiness  of  all  things  sentient. 

Then  to  aspire  to  have  all  things  in  common — 
especially  to  be  generous  in  sharing  knowledge. 
That  which  one  has  acquired — after  stress  and  toil 
— let  her  hasten  to  pass  on,  so  that  the  more 
may  benefit  from  the  result  of  her  labour,  and  we 
<:ould  have  no  more  effective  medium  through 
•  which  to  teach  than  this  world-wide  confedera4;ion 
of  nurses. 

Also,  whilst  cherishing  the  entrancing  vision  of 
the  ideal,  a  vision  which  guards  monotony  of  work 
from  becoming  monotony  of  life,  we  should  aspire 
to  be  eminently  practical.  Thus  let  us  take  counsel 
together  of  practical  ways  and  means — of  the 
happy  Home  life  and  humane  Hospital  life  of  the 
pupil — of  a  sound  and  thorough  basis  for  our 
Educational  Curriculum.  Let  us  see  that,  when  the 
worker  is  worthy  of  her  hire,  the  hire  shall  be 
worthy  of  the  work  accomplished.  Only  thus  can 
we  fit  ourselves  for  our  high  vocation,  and  make 
that  vocation  respond  to  the  needs  of  the  com- 
munity. Let  us  aspire  to  the  purest  and  most 
strenuous  endeavour. 
•  It  has  been  written  that  "he  is  a  profane 
person  that  performs  holy  duties  lightly  and 
superficially  ;  all  our  duties  ought  to  be  warmed 
with  zeal,  winged  with  affection,  and  shot  up  to 
Heaven  from  the  whole  bent  of  the  soul.  Our 
whole  hearts  must  go  with  them  ;  and  the  strength 
and  vigour  of  our  spirits  niust  diffuse  themselves 
in  every  part  of  them.  .  .  .  Truly  all  our  sacrifices 
must  be  offered  up  to  God  with  lire  ;  and  that  fire 
which  alone  can  sanctify  them  must  be  darted 
down  from  Heaven ;  the  celestial  flame  of  zeal 
and  love,  which  comes  down  from  Heaven,  and 
hath  a  natural  tendency  to  ascend  thither  again, 
and  to  carry  up  our  hearts  and  souls  upon  its 
wings." 

Let  Aspiration  be  our  Watchword  until  our  next 
meeting,  assured  that,  if  touched  with  the  celestial 
flame,  our  hearts  and  souls  may  aspire  to  make 
altogether  lovely  the  beneficent  work  to  which  the 
members  of  this  great  Federation  of  Nurses  have 
the   happiness   to  give   their  lives. 


INTERNATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  NURSES, 
COPENHAGEN. 

Meeting  of  the  Grand  Council. 

MAY   22nd-24th,    1922. 

May  22ND. — Morning  Session:  Y.W.C.A.,  St. 
Kannikestrcede  19. 

9.30. — Address  of  Welcome  by  the  President, 
Mrs.  Henny  Tscherning.  I.  Reading  of  reports 
from  the  countries  that  are  going  to  be  accepted. 
II.  Election  of  an  International  President.  III. 
Election  of  an   International  Secretary. 

Lunch. 

3.30. — Excursion  to  the  Institution  for  Crippled. 


Evening  Session  :  General  Meeting.  Y.M.C.A  ., 
Gothersgade  115. 
8.15 — Formal     reception     of     four     countries  : 
Belgium,  China,  Italy  and  Norway. 


May  23RD. — Morning  Session:  Y.W.C.A.,  St. 
Kannikestrcede   19. 

9.30. — I.  What  can  be  done  to  facilitate  the 
reception  of  trained  Nurses  in  the  hospitals*  of 
different  countries  ?  Introductory  speech  by 
Miss  Inger  Nordentoft,  Vice-President  of  "  The 
Danish  Council  of  Nurses."  11.  The  Necessity  for 
an  International  Standard  of  Nursing  Education. 
Introductory  speech  by  Miss  Helen  Pearse, 
Superintendent  of  School  Nurses  under  the  London 
County  Council. 

Lunch. 

2.30. — Excursion  to  the  "  Rigshospital." 

Excursion. 


May  24TH. — Morning  Session  :     Y.W.C.A.,  St. 
Kannikestrcede  19. 
8.45. — Excursion  to  the  "  Finsen  Hospital." 
10.15. — Discussion  on  the  point  of  view  of  "  The 

International  Council  of  Nurses  "  with  respect  to 

the  eight  hours  day.     Introductory  speech  by  a 

Delegate  from  Holland. 
Lunch. 

2.30. — Excursion  to  "  Bispebjaerg  Hospital." 
7.0. — Banquet,  Langelinies  Pavilion. 


NURSINQ  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


NURSES'     UNEMPLOYMENT. 

Brigadier-General  Cdlvin  asked  the  Minister 
of  Health  whether  members  of  county  nursing 
associations,  whose  employment  is  permanent, 
and  who  have  their  own  pension  scheme,  will  be 
exempted  from  contributing  to  national  unemploy- 
ment insurance  ? 

Sir  M.  Barlow  :  I  have  been  asked  to  reply. 
Persons  employed  as  female  professional  nurses 
for  the  sick  are,  as  from  ist  July  next,  excluded 
from  unemployment  insurance  by  the  Unemploy- 
ment Insurance  Act  recently  passed.  As  regards 
the  effect  of  this  provision  in  particular  cases,  I 
would  suggest  that  full  details  of  these  cases  should 
be  submitted  to  the  Department  for  consideration. 
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THIS    SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE   OFFICIAL   ORGAN   OF   THE   CORPORATION. 


THE  NAPOLEON  COTERIE. 


There  was  a  large  attendance  at  the  gathering 
held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Napoleon  Q)terie 
at  the  R.B.N.A.  Club  on  Friday,  May  5th,  the 
anniversary  of  Napoleon's  death. 

Mr.  Reginald  Wilson,  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
British  Empire  Union,  first  gave  a  short  account  of 
theVork  and  objects  of  that  body,  one  of  which  is 
to  foster  friendly  relations  with  the  French  nation. 
It  had  gratified  him  to  be  asked  to  speak  that 
afternoon  as  he  had  the  greatest  admiration  for 
Napoleon  and  could  well  remember  his  first  visit 
to  Paris  when  he  looked  down  on  the  wonderful 
tomb  at  Les  Invalides.  People,  said  Mr.  Wilson, 
were  so  inclined  to  look  upon  Napoleon  as  only  a 
man  of  battles,  a  man  of  great  military  successes. 
Napoleon  was  a  great  man  in  every  respect,  and 
we  might  learn  many  lessons  from  a  study  of  his 
character.  We  heard  talk  of  Bolshevism,  of 
Communism,  people  were  heard  to  say  helplessly 
"  What  can  I  do  ?  "  "  Get  up  and  fight  "  ; 
that,  said  Mr.  Wilson,  is  the  thing  to  do.  Napoleon 
metaphorically  got  up  immediately  and  hit  his 
enemies  in  the  jaw  when  they  tried  to  take  away 
privileges  he  had  won  for  France.  Napoleon 
knew  too  that  the  finest  form  of  defence  is  attack. 
Napoleon  never  admitted  defeat. 

Major  Rigg  gave  an  account  of  the  Napoleon 
Coterie  and  its  objects.  It  was  doing  all  that  it 
could  to  disseminate  knowledge  about  Napoleon 
and  to  educate  the  present  generation  to  his 
wonderful  qualities  as  a  statesman.  Napoleon 
was  the  child  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  demo- 
cratic principles  which  he  stood  for  have  now 
become  established  for  all  time.  His  was  the 
task  of  restoring  good  government  to  France, 
the  task  of  recreating  morality  there,  of  establish- 
ing security  of  life  and  property,  of  restoring 
religion  and  law,  and  the  amount  of  work  he 
accomplished  in  a  short  time  is  unequalled  in  the 
history  of  the  world.  The  Palace  at  Malmaison 
is  a  sanctuary  of  human  effort.  When  he  assumed 
power,  France  was  in  a  state  of  anarchy,  torn 
asunder  by  rival  factions.  There  were  no  police, 
there  was  no  morality.  Men  and  women  walked 
naked  in  the  streets  of  Paris,  and  the  provinces 
were  given  over  to  brigandage.  Napoleon  had 
the  difficult  task  of  setting  right  the  whole  system 
of   government,    and    he    set    up    one    admirably 


suited  for  the  time.  Consuls  and  the  Council 
of  State  met  daily,  and  the  rooms  in  which  they 
met  were  close  together,  so  that  the  First  Consul 
could  pass  quickly  from  one  to  the  other,  and 
monumental  was  the  work  he  achieved.  The 
Code  Napoleon  will  survive  for  all  time,  and  is 
extraordinarily  far  reaching  in  its  provisions ; 
it  enforces  equality  and  makes  for  stability. 

Some  idea  of  Napoleon's  energy  is  shown  by  the 
following  events  and  the  dates  on  which  they 
took  place.  On  October  4th,  1801,  Napoleon 
signed  the  decree  that  gave  back  the  churches  to 
the  Church.  Two  days  later  he  received  at  the 
Tuileries  Cardinal  Caprara  as  Legate  of  the  Holy 
See.'  On  January  8th,  1802,  in  the  Council  of 
State,  he  recalled  a  great  number  of  emigrants 
from  exile.  On  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  he 
accepted  the  Presidency  of  the  Italian  Republic, 
the  dearest  object  of  his  life  being  the  unity  of 
the  country  from  which  he  sprang.  On  April 
i6th,  1802,  the  Bishops  and  Archbishops  who 
were  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  French  Church  were 
nominated  ;  on  the  17th  of  that  month,  treaties, 
concluded  at  Amiens  with  England,  Spain  and 
the  Batavian  Republic  were  ratified  ;  on  the 
following  day  the  Concordat  was  solemnly  promul- 
gated. What  greater  service  could  a  sovereign 
render  to  his  country  than  to  restore  to  her  the 
peace  which  nine  years  before  had  been  broken 
by  anarchy  and  the  religion  too,  which,  for  ten 
years,  had  been  mercilessly  trodden  under  foot  ? 
On  May  4th,  1802,  Napoleon  was  made  Consul, 
for  Life,  an  important  recognition  of  the  benefits 
which  his  country  had  received  at  his  hands. 
Often  Napoleon  has  been  spoken  of  as  a  Man  of 
War ;  very  frequently  he  was  a  passionate 
Apostle  of  Peace.  That  Pitt  the  younger  might 
have  given  this  peace  there  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt.  Had  Charles  James  Fox  lived  a  little 
longer  peace  would  have  been  achieved.  Napoleon 
always  regarded  his  death  as  the  greatest  catas- 
trophe of  his  own  life.  Napoleon  was  made 
Emperor  of  Elba,  and  there  he  might  have  re- 
mained if  the  French  King  had  not  neglected  to 
carry  out  his  undertaking.  He  did  neglect  to 
and  Napoleon  set  out  on  a  campaign  worthy  of  his 
genius.  Britain  had  said  she  would  accept  the 
choice  of  the  French  nation,  and  Napoleon  de- 
termined to  convince  both  Liverpool  and  Castle- 
reagh  of  what  the  will  of  the  people  was.  He 
landed  with  only  a  thousand  men  and  no  horses,. 
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took  Paris  without  a  shot,  and  entered  the 
Tuileries.  Britain  did  not  accept  the  choice  of  the 
French  nation,  however,  and  Waterloo  was  the 
result.  After  that  Napoleon  gave  himself  up  as 
the  voluntary  guest  of  England,  and  then  began 
the  longdrawn-out  agony  on  St.  Helena  borne 
with  a  dignity  and  courage  which  must  exalt  the 
memory   of  Napoleon  for   all  time. 

Mr.  Graham  Bennett,  whose  grandfather  was 
an  officer  in  the  East  India  Company,  and  in  the 
British  garrison  at  St.  Helena  during  Napoleon's 
detention,  showed  some  interesting  Napoleonic 
relics.  One  of  those  was  a  piece  of  mahogany 
taken  from  Napoleon's  coffin  when  his  body  was 
brought  back  to  France.  The  coffin  had  been 
made  from  the  dining  room  table  of  Captain 
Bennett.  Another  interesting  relic  was  a  remnant 
of  the  paU  which  covered  the  coffin  when  it  was 
taken  to  France.  A  tricolour  flag  was  not  available 
then,  and  the  aunts  of  the  speaker  managed  to 
find  some  red  white  and  blue  materials  and  made 
one  to  cover  the  coffin. 

The  speeches  terminated  at  six  o'clock,  the  hour 
of  Napoleon's  death,  when  the  audience  stood 
in  silence  for  a  minute  as  an  act  of  homage  to  the 
memory  of  the  Great  Napoleon. 

MISS  CATTELL   "AT  HOME." 

Members  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion are  discovering,  increasingly,  the  value  and 
uses  of  their  beautiful  Club.  On  Tuesday  last 
Miss  Alice  Cattell,  Member  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales  gave  a  delightful 
"  At  Home,"  at  194,  Queen's  Gate.  Tea,  followed 
by  delectable  ices,  was  served  in  the  dining-room 
with  the  folding-doors  set  wide,  and  the  spring 
sunshine  streamed  in  through  the  stately  windows 
lighting  up  the  beautiful  blue  curtains,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  which  the  mauve  flowers  on  the  table, 
formed  a  satisfying  harmony  of  colour  which  would 
surely  win  the  approval  of  the  most  critical  ex- 
ponent of  its  psychology. 

In  the  drawing-room  there  was  eager  conversa- 
tion on  burning  topics  of  professional  interest, 
0  and  beautiful  music  ;  here  also  were  quantities  of 
lovely  flowers — a  feast  of  colour  and  beauty. 

Miss  Jeanette  Smith,  accompanied  by  Miss  Vin- 
cent, charmed  her  audience  with  her  lovely  voice. 

Her  many  friends  are  indebted  to  Miss  Cattell — 
most  genial  and  kindliest  of  hostesses — for  a  very 
pleasant  afternoon. 

LECTURE. 

Members  are  reminded  of  the  lecture  on  the 
"  Psychology  of  Colour,"  which  is  to  be  given 
by  Mr.  Norton  on  Saturday,  27th  inst.,  at  4.30  p.m. 
It  should  prove  interesting  to  nurses,  especially 
as  Mr.  Norton  has  very  new  ideas  as  to  the  far- 
reaching  effects  of  colour  on  the  mind.  Tea  and 
ices  will  be  served  for  those  who  wish  for  them  at 
4.0  o'clock. 

GIFTS  TO  THE  CUJB. 

Miss  Bylett,  cream  ;  Mrs.  Collett,  flowers  ;  Miss 
Collins,  flowers ;  Miss  Cutler,  flowers ;  Miss 
GiUigan,  flowers  and  butter ;  Miss  Lilliecrap, 
flowers  ;    Miss  Tait,  flowers  and  cake. 


AN   R.RN.A.  PICNIC. 

It  is  proposed  that,  early  in  June,  we  should 
have  a  picnic  in  some  part  of  the  beautiful  country 
which  surrounds  London.  We  shall  be  very  glad 
to  have  any  suggestions  from  Members  in  con- 
nection with  this,  and  also  to  receive  notice  from, 
those  who  would  wish  to  attend.  It  is  considered 
that  it  would  be  well  to  choose  some  afternoon 
during  the  week  as  the  trains  and  'buses  are  apt 
to  be  crowded  on  Saturday. 

ENQAQEMENT. 

We  have  just  received  news  of  the  engagement 
of  Miss  Agnes  E.  Cox,  M.R.B.N.A.,  to  Mr.  Treble. 
Miss  Cox  is  an  enthusiastic  Member  of  the  Cor- 
poration whom  it  gave  us  great  pleasure  to  meet 
when  she  paid  a  visit  to  the  Club  last  summer. 
We  all  unite  in  offering  to  her  and  her  fiance  our 
wannest  good  wishes. 

CLUB     SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

We  remind  our  members  that  many  annual 
subscriptions  to  the  Club  fall  due  this  month  ajid 
we  shall  be  very  glad  if  those  are  paid  promptly  in 
order  to  avoid  the  expense  and  loss  of  time  which 
arise  from  the  necessity  for  having  to  send  out 
numerous  reminders. 

It  is  now  close  upon  twelve  months  since  the 
Club  was  opened,  and  the  Association  has  every 
reason  to  congratulate  itself  upon  the  success  of 
its  enterprise.  That  it  has  required  care,  thought 
and  plenty  of  hard  work  to  carry  it  through  the 
first  year  is  not  to  be  denied.  There  were  heavy 
initial  costs  and,  added  to  those,  we  have  had  to 
meet  an  account  for  some  hundreds  of  pounds  to 
make  good  a  disaster  which  happened  to  one  of 
the  heavy  stone  balconies  soon  after  we  took 
possession  of  194,  Queen's  Gate.  It  is  a  recognised 
fact,  however,  that  the  first  two  years,  in  such  an 
enterprise  as  that  we  have  entered  upon,  are 
invariably  the  most  difficult  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  look  forward  with  confidence  to  the 
future.  But  at  the  same  time,  we  would  urge 
members  of  the  Association,  who  have  not  yet 
joined  the  Club,  to  do  so  as  soon  as  possible,  for 
the  possibilities  of  the  future  depend  to  a  very 
great  extent  indeed  upon  the  numbers  of  nurses 
who  join,  and  surely  each  member  who  can  should 
take  some  share  in  maintaining  the  beautiful  head- 
quarters and  Club  of  their  Association. 

May  is  the  anniversary  month  of  that  in 
which  Her  Royal  Highness  the  President  declared 
the  Club  open,  and  we  shall  be  so  very  glad  if 
members  living  in  the  country  will  repeat  their 
kindness  of  last  year  by  sending  to  the  Club 
birthday  presents  in  the  shape  of  flowers.  We  are 
indeed  most  grateful  to  those,  both  in  town  and 
country,  who  have  seen  to  it  that  all  through  the 
year  we  have  never  been  without  those  beautiful 
"  writings  of  the  Gods  "  in  our  new  "  home  from 
home." 

Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 
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THE    NURSES'    MISSIONARY    LEAGUE. 

"  The  World  Our  Field,"  was  the  subject  taken 

^at  the  morning  session  of  the  Nurses'  Missionary 

League  Annual  Meetings  on  May  loth.     After  an 

.address   by   Miss   M.    V.    Hunter,    in   which    she 

vividly    described    scenes    she    had    witnessed    in 

India,  a  "  Demonstration  Study  Circle,"  composed 

■  of  nurses  from  various  hospitals,  discussed  different 
forms  of  nursing  work  in  the  mission  field.  One 
member  of  the  Circle  who  had  worked  in  China, 
described  her  day's  work  in  her  hospital,  and  then 
other  members  spoke  or  read  papers  descriptive  of 
pioneer  work,  dispensary  work,  women's  work  and 
the  training  of  "  native  "  nurses.  The  discussion 
proved  the  tremendous  value  of  each  of  these 
branches  of  work,  and  showed  how  nurses  with  the 
very  highest  and  widest  professional  qualifications 
and  filled  with  the  spirit  of  love  are  needed.    The 

:  session  closed  with  an  address  by  Dr.  Mary  Hem- 
mingway-Rees  on  "Who  is  Able  for  such  a  Task." 
The  afternoon  gathering  was,  as  usual,  of  a 
social  nature,  and  the  instrumental  and  vocal 
music  was  much  enjoyed.  Lieut. -Colonel  A.  E.  J. 
Lister,  M.B.,  B.S.,  late  Hon.  Surgeon  to  H.E.  the 
Viceroy,  spoke  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  work 
that  he  had  seen  done  in  mission  hospitals  in  India, 

■  especially  at  Amritsar  and  in  Kashmir,  and  told 
of  the  suffering  and  the  cramped  existence  of 
Indian  purdah  women,  and  the  rifeness  of  tuber- 
culosis among  them.  He  dwelt,  too,  upon  the 
great  work  that  medical  missions  are  doing  in 
bringing  hope  and  peace  to  the  people,  and  empha- 
sised the  tremendous  value  of  the  work  of  nurses, 
speaking  with  special  feeling  as  he  had  had  experi- 
ence of  a  big  operative  practice  with  no  nurses  at  all. 

In  the  evening  the  chair  was  taken  by  W. 
McAdam  Eccles,  Esq.,  M.S.,  F.R.C.S.,  and  Miss 
Richardson  read  extracts  from  the  Annual  Report 

•  of  the  League.  These  showed  that  the  keynote 
for  the  year  had  been  "  consolidation,"  especially 
in  the  hospital  branches,  where  excellent  study 
circles  had  been  carried  on,  and  also  showed  that 
262  new  members  had  been  enrolled  during  the 
year,  and  31  members  had  sailed  for  the  mission 
field.  Miss  Richardson  drew  special  attention  to 
the  following  missionary  exhibition,  "  Africa  and 
the  East,"  to  be  held  in  the  Agricultural  Hall, 
Islington,  from  May  17th  to"  June  15th.  In 
addition  to  having  its  own  Court,  the  N.M.L.  is 
responsible  for  the  stewarding  in  the  model 
hospital,  and  it  was  shown  that  the  Exhibition  will 
be  full  of  interest  for  all  nurses  who  can  visit  it. 

In  a  most  interesting  address  Dr.  White 
described  his  work  in  Persia,  where  his  practice 
with  one  medical  and  two  nurse  colleagues  had 
an  area  half  the  size  of  England,  and  patients 
came  six  days'  journey  in  each  direction  to  the 
hospital.     He  showed  how  medical  work  is  breaking 

•  down  opposition  and  prejudice,  and  how  a  doctor 
gains  access  to  the  wild  nomadic  tribes  and  to  the 
rich  business  man,  and  closed  with  an  urgent 
appeal  for  more  recruits,  his  Society  alone  needing 

.  some  thirty  nurses  at  the  present  time.  The 
evening  closed  with  an  address  on  "  What  Disciple- 
.ship  Involves,"  by  the  Rev.  E.  N.  Coulthard. 


A     PUBLIC     DANGER. 

A  Conference  convened  by  the  National  Council 
for  Combating  Venereal  Disease  was  held  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  Guildhall,  on  May  3rd,  to  con- 
sider "  How  Persons  Infected  with  Venereal 
Disease  can  Best  be  Retained  Under  Treatment 
until  a  Non-Infective  Condition  has  been  At- 
tained." 

The  Conference  was  opened  by  the  Lord  Mayor, 
who  said  that  after  years  of  work  by  various  organ- 
isations connected  with  this  subject,  the  results 
left  much  to  be  desired.  In  London,  out  of  1,391 
persons,  831  left  off  attending  the  clinic  before 
their  treatment  was  finished. 

In  spite  of  large  sums  expended  on  free  treatment, 
these  persons  resumed  normal  life  while  still 
infective.  If  fresh  legislation  were  required,  this 
Conference  was  the  time  to  ventilate  the  whole 
subject  and  he  hoped  some  practical  solution  might 
emerge  from  it. 

The  paper  of  Lady  Barrett,  C.B.E.,  M.D.,  dealt 
with  "  Education  versus  Compulsion."  She  said 
that  in  educating  the  public  it  had  caught  hold  of  a 
side  not  wholly  beneficial,  it  had  learned  a  good 
deal  of  the  method  of  treatment  and  had  come  to 
regard  the  quick  disappearance  of  symptoms  after 
one  or  more  injections,  S,s  a  cure.  All  clinics  had 
practically  the  same  tale  to  tell  of  the  failure  of 
continuity  of  treatment.  She  was  disposed  to 
consider  free  treatment  as  a  detriment  rather  than 
an  encouragement,  especially  as  now  in  all  hospitals 
a  charge  was  made  for  treatment  of  other  diseases. 

Patients  under  treatment  at  clinics  needed  to 
be  thoroughly  drilled  in  the  need  of  long  drastic 
treatment.  She  argued  that  little  good  would  be 
gained  by  notification  unless  some  punishment 
followed  the  neglect  of  its  observance,  and  urged 
that  more  thorough  education  of  the  public  was 
the  best  solution. 

Dr.  Margaret  Rorke,  speaking  of  hostels  for 
the  treatment  of  young  girls,  said  that  the  non- 
pregnant girls  were  very  difficult  to  retain.  They 
were  given  a  jolly  time,  but  many  of  them  ran 
away.  They  could  not  stand  restriction,  and 
many  of  them  went  as  "  amateurs  "  on  the  streets, 
and  she  had  known  them  take  service  in  the  houses 
of  eminent  practitioners  ;  but  her  lips  were  sealed 
by  professional  honour. 

Dr.  Nebarro,  in  charge  of  Great  Ormond  Street 
V.D.  Clinic,  said  he  had  dealt  with  340  cases  of 
congenital  syphilis.  Of  these  only  half  were  under 
observation,  although  bribes  of  varying  degrees 
were  offered  for  attendances.  Fares  were  paid  in 
many  cases.  He  could  not  speak  positively  about 
cures,  even  in  cases  of  regular  attendances.  Eye 
symptoms  develop.  Wasserman  reactions  that 
had  become  negative  became  positive  again.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  when  a  syphilitic  family  was 
got  hold  of  the  plan  was  to  deal  with  the  mother . 
Of  17  pregnant  mothers  under  treatment,  14  bore 
fine  healthy  children,  six  to  12  injections  being 
given  during  the  pregnancy.  In  his  opinion,  con- 
genital syphilis  should  be  notified  in  order  to  make 
the  mother  go  under  treatment  in  pregnancies. 

Dr.  Franks,  V.D.  Officer  for  Durham,   quoted 
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"  Whoever  is  right,  you  may  depend  upon  it  the 
expert  is  wrong."  He  spoke  of  the  difficulties  in 
rural  districts,  and  said  that  the  education  of  his 
own  profession  on  this  subject  was  most  needed. 

Mr.  E.  B.  Turner,  F.R.C.S.,  said  that  education 
was  the  most  important  thing.  Notification  would 
drive  underground,  and  it  was  sure  to  press  more 
hardly  on  women  than  men. 

"  The  Clinician's  Standpoint  "  was  the  subject 
of  a  valuable  paper  by  Mr.  Charles  Gibbs,  F.R.C.S. 
After  an  experience  of  nearly  thirty  years  he  says 
it  is  impossible  to  make  the  ordinary  man — intelli- 
gent and  unintelligent — attend  for  his  full  treat- 
ment. This  applies  to  all  classes  of  society,  to 
hospital  and  private  patients.  It  has  certainly 
been  accentuated  by  the  modern  forms  of  treat- 
ment, especially  in  syphilis,  by  salvarsan.  It  is 
obvious  that  the  real  bar  to  the  full  complete 
treatment  of  this  pestiferous  scourge  is  that  it  is 
not  a  "  respectable  disease,"  it  is  still  a  "  hidden 
plague."  If  it  were  "  respectable,"  as  cancer  or 
tubercle,  it  would  be  treated  en  masse  and  extin- 
guished. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Stowers  in  his  paper,  "  The  Private 
Practitioner's  Standpoint,"  concluded  with  the 
observation  that  whatever  the  result  of  the 
Conference  we  shall  have  the  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing that  we  have  taken  .some  useful  part  in  the 
world-wide  endeavour  to  relieve  humanity  of  the 
most  pestiferous  of  all  its  pestilences. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


MATRON. 

Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Belfast.— Miss  Annie  E. 
Musson,  A.R.R.C.,  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She 
was  trained  at  the  General  Hospital,  Nottingham, 
where  she  subsequently  held  the  positions  of  Sister  and 
Night  Superintendent.  She  has  also  been  Theatre 
Sister  at  the  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the  Throat, 
Golden  Square,  Sister  at  King  Edward  VII's  Hospital, 
Cardiff,  and  Housekeeper  and  Assistant  Matron  at  the 
Royal  Gwent  Hospital,  Newport.  Since  191 9  she  has 
been  Assistant  Matron  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Hospital 
«  Belfast.  During  the  war  she  did  War  Service  in 
France  with  the  Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service,  as 
Sister  in  Base  Hospitals,  on  an  Ambulance  Train,  and 
at  a  Casualty  Clearing  Station,  and  for  her  services 
was  mentioned  in  despatches  and  awarded  the  A.R.R.C. 

Victoria  Isolation  Hospital,  Winchester. — Miss  Kate 
B.  Langston  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was 
trained  at  the  City  Hospital,  Birmingham,  and  the 
South  Manchester  Hospital,  and  has  been  Matron  of 
the  Isolation  Hospitals  at  IBishop's  Stortford,  Faver- 
ham,  and  Chippenham. 

Holland  Sanatorium,  Skirbeck  Quarter,  Boston,  Lines. 
— Miss  Mary  Shepstone  has  been  appointed  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Camberwell  Infirmary,  and  has 
worked  as  a  Queen's  Nurse  and  Assistant  Superinten- 
dent. She  has  also  been  Assistant  Matron  at  Kelling 
Sanatorium,  Home  Sister  and  Day  and  Night  Relief 
Sister  at  Papworth  Tuberculosis  Colony,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Territorial  Force  Nursing  Service 
was  Sister-in-Charge  of  a  private  hospital. 
NIGHT  SISTER. 

Metropolitan  Hospital,  Kingsland  Road,  E.''. — Miss 
Read  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister.  She  was 
trained   at   the   General   Hospital,    Great   Yarmouth, 


where  she  subsequently  held  the  position  of  Sister.. 
She  has  also  been  Sister  at  the  County  Infirmary, 
Brecon,  and  Night,  Theatre,  and  Ward  Sister  at  the 
District  Hospital,  Watford. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Blackpool. — Miss  Louisa 
L.  Allen  has  been  appointed  Night  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Taunton  and  Somerset  General  Hospital, 
Taunton,  and  the  City  of  Glasgow  (Fever)  Hospital, 
Ruchell.  She  did  military  nursing  at  Archangel,  and 
has  been  Night  Sister  at  the  Fever  Hospital,  Birken- 
head, and  Sister  under  the  Metropolitan  Asylums 
Board  at  the  Brook  Hospital,  Shooters'  Hill,  Woolwich. . 

SISTER. 

Royal  Infirmary,  Gloucester. — Miss  Edith  J.  Morse 
has  Ijeen  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Warneford  Hospital,  Leamington,  and  has  been  Staff 
Nurse  and  Holiday  Sister  at  the  Municipal  Hospital, 
Willesden,  and  is  a  Certified  Midwife. 

HEALTH   VISITOR. 

Administrative  County  of  East  Suffolk. — Miss  Elizabeth 
L.  Thomson  has  been  appointed  Health  Visitor.  She- 
was  trained  at  the  London  Hospital,  and  is  a  Certified 
Midwife.  She  has  worked  as  a  Queen's  Nurse  at 
Cardiff,  Llandrindod  Wells,  and  Bideford,  and  was  on 
active  service  in  France  during  the  war  as  a  member 
of  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service 
Reserve. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S      JUBILEE     INSTITUTE 
FOR    NURSES. 

Her  Majesty  Queen  Alexandra  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  approve  the  appointment  of  the  following, 
to  be  Queen's  Nurses  to  date  April  ist,  1922,  and  also 
of  Bessie  Eliza  Comer,  Mary  Ellen  Greenan,  Lily 
Tipping,  and  Mary  Jane  Henry  to  date  January  ist,. 
1922  : — 

Ena  M.  Allen,  Florence  M.  Holt,  Hilda  Wren,  Ellen 
Young,  Florence  Titterton,  Rose  Bright,  Gladys  M. 
Cook,  Sarah  J.  Earwood,  Dorothy  E.  Milo,  Edith  A. 
Roberts,  Ellen  M.  Simmonds,  Elizabeth  J.  Twort,  Lucy 
Unstead,  Barbara  A.  Pirie,  Sarah  J.  Fox,  CaroUne  E. 
Bounds,  Elsie  Goodman,  Alice  Mills,  Hannah  Whooley, 
Mary  J.  Thirwell,  Mary  J.  Elliott,  Ellen  Egan,  Jane 
Collings,  Grace  A.  J.  Hynd,  Edith  Bray,  Dorothy 
Robinson,  Mary  B.  Towse,  Dorothy  Fulford,  Nellie  E. 
Hay,  Mary  E.  Reily,  Amy  Burton,  May  Fox,  Ethel 

F.  G.  WilUams,  Myrtle  E.  Knight,  Isabel  Tully,  Jennie 
O.  Jones,  Mary  Lavin,  Gertrude  Taylor,  Mary  S. 
Thompson,  Belinda  C.  Murphy,  Elizabeth  E.  Bamford,. 
Mary  I.  Burgess,  Catherine  D.  M.  Hunt,  Mary  Wood- 
gate,  Gwendoline  R.  Fforde,  Elsie  Pell,  Mary  Foy, 
Emma  W.  Butler,  Mary  J.  Davies,  Susan  E.  Bayliss, 
Alma  Fanconi,  Charlotte  Rapson,  Lucy  R.  Saunders,, 
Olive  Paul,  Winifred  M.  Tipper,  Helen  I.  Russell, 
Florence  Hutchings,   Susan   Byrne,   Hannah   J.    Roe, 

Jane  H.  Jones,  Elizabeth  A.  Rowlands. 

Scotland. 

Helen  W.  Anderson,  Margaret  D.  Cochrane,  Bella  D. 

Crabb,    Agnes    K.    Elliot,    Nellie   Ewen,    Jean   D.    F. 

Galloway,  Margaret  Geddes,  Elsie  M.  George,  Esther 

Johnston,  Jane  McCurdy,  Margaret  MacKay,  Catherine 

G.  MacLean,  Flora  Martin,  Davina  Melville,  Catherine 
M.  Robertson,  Annie  Sutherland,  Margaret  Walker, 
Catherine  C.  Robertson,  Mary  Scott,  Isabel  Watson, 
Janet  A.  Watt,  Amelia  J.  Weir,  Helen  D.  Wright, 
Jessie  Auchinachie,  Mary  G.  Baird,  Morag  Campbell, 
Margaret  Crerar,  Margaret  J.  D.  Keith,  Margaret  Love 
Munro,  Agnes  S.  Peters,  Maggie  A.  I.  Michie,  Isobel 
Gavin,  Elizabeth  Wilson,  Georgina  C.  Keir,  Alexina 
McCallum,  Kitty  Brady,  Alma  M.  Clarke,  Nora  M. 
Dillon,  Catherine  McGee,  Eva  Henry,  Bessie  E.  Comer,. 
Mary  E.  Greenan,  Lily  Tipping,  Mary  J.  Henry. 
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Transfers  and  Appointments. 
Miss  Rosina  H.  Blundell  is  appointed  to  Leeds 
j(Central),  as  Superintendent ;  Miss  Gertrude  A. 
.Sears,  to  Sheffield,  as  Assistant  Superintendent ; 
Miss  Mabel  R.  Gould,  to  Gosport,  as  Senior  Nurse  ; 
Miss  Edith  C.  Birch,  to  Woodlands;  Miss  Ethel  F. 
•Chapman,  to  Charlton  ;  Miss  Edith  C.  Crowden,  to 
Shoreditch ;  Miss  Bertha  Heaps,  to  Kirk  Sandal ; 
Miss  Violet  E.  Howells,  to  Winsford  ;  Miss  Lily  M. 
Jenkins,  to  Street ;  Miss  Lucy  Roberts,  to  Winsford  ; 
Miss  Frances  V.  Wells,  to  Hebden  Bridge. 


THE   FEDERATION    OF    MEDICAL  AND 

ALLIED   SERVICES  AND  THE  NURSINQ 

PROFESSION. 

DEVIOUS  TACTICS. 

A  few  years  ago  a  Society  was  formed  by 
members  of  the  Medical  Profession,  which  adopted 
the  title  of  the  Federation  of  Medical  and  Allied 
Services.  Amongst  the  Allied  Services  Nursing 
was  included.  Nurses'  organisations  were  invited 
to  affiliate  with  the  Federation,  and  amongst  those 
which  responded  to  the  invitation  were  the  Royal 
British  Nurses'   Association,   the  National  Union 

•  of  Trained  Nurses,  and  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Ltd.  We  ourselves  attended  several  of  the  first 
meetings  of  the  Federation,  and  hoped  its  pro- 
gramme would  prove  of  benefit  to  the  community. 
Ultimately  we  had  our  doubts  so  far  as  Nursing 
was  concerned,  as,  lumped  with  Midwifery, 
Sanitary  and  Health  Workers,  &c.,  the  status  of 
professional  nursing  became  somewhat  obscure, 
and  there  appeared  to  be  an  inclination  to  exalt 
the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  (in  reality  a  company 
of  laymen,  of  which  the  Executive  control  is  in 
the  hands  of  hospital  govei;nors  and  medical  men) , 

,  at  the  expense  of  the  genuine  organisations  of  free 
nurses.  In  time  the  Federation  brought  out  a 
monthly  journal  called  Health,  when  the  College 
bias  was  very  distinctly  demonstrated  in  print. 
We  received  an  invitation  to  contribute  an  article 
on  Nurses'  Registration,  signed  by  "  The  Nursing 
Editor."  Being  of  an  enquiring  frame  of  mind, 
we  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Federation  to  ask 
who  our  anonymous  correspondent  might  be,  and 
found  to  our  astonishment  that  the  lady  was  Miss 
V.   CoUum,  the  laywoman  who  edits  the  official 

.organ  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.  We,  of 
course,  declined  to  contribute  to  an  organ  classing 
"  Nursing  "  as  unprofessional  work,  to  be  under 
the  direction  of  an  unprofessional  person.  Such 
an  arrangement  proved  that  there  was  little  hope 
of  "  Nursing  "  being  treated  seriously  or  fairly. 

With  the  issue  of  this  month's  Health  the  danger 
of  the  devious  tactics  of  this  official  of  the  College 
is  amply  demonstrated.  In  three  different  parts 
of  the  journal  biassed  attacks  are  made  on  the 
minority  members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council, 
who  stand  for  self-government  of  the  profession, 

,  and  who  incurred  the  animus  of  the  College  clique, 
supported  by  lay  and  medical  members  of  the 

<■  Council,  in  their  stand  against  proposals  of  a  most 
injurious  character,  such  as  depriving  the  whole 

;  body  of  Nurses  in  England  and  Wales  of  the  record 


of  their  certificates  on  the  State  Register,  the 
handing  over  of  Statutory  duties  to  the  Registrar, 
and  other  unauthorised  persons,  such  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  thus 
treating  the  compilation  of  the  State  Register  with 
contempt,  and  for  which  stand  we  at  least  have 
been  secretly  vilified  at  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
the  Minister  of  which  has  in  consequence  approved 
new  rules  to  penalise  the  constitutional  minority, 
who  have  since  been  ejected  from  office — by  the 
despotic  majority — on  Standing  Committees  ;  a 
scandal  of  which  the  last  has  not  yet  been  heard. 

Without  any  enquiry  whatever  from  the 
minority  composed  of  nurses  belonging  to  societies 
affiliated  to  the  Federation,  these  biassed  and 
grossly  misleading  statements  concerning  them 
have  appeared  in  Health,  on  the  Councils  of  which 
we  find  members  of  the  College  Council  in  power, 
but  for  which  the  governing  body  of  the  Federation 
is  responsible. 

We  learn  that  Miss  Isabel  Macdonald,  Secretary 
of  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association,  has  sent 
a  true  statement  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Federation, 
and  we  hope,  for  the  honour  of  its  managers,  he 
will  see  that  it  is  inserted  in  the  next  issue  of  its 
official  organ.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  devious 
tactics  of  the  College  officials  should  be  exposed, 
and,  unless  justice  is  done,  the  free  nurses'  organisa- 
tions should  no  longer  support  a  Federation  which 
has  proved  itself  incapable  of  treating  them 
fairly. 

THE  HOSPITAL   WORLD. 

Princess  Mary  Viscountess  Lascelles  is  to  be 
President  of  the  Committee  set  up  to  organise 
a  ball  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  on  June  28th,  in 
aid  of  the  hospitals  of  London  combined  appeal. 


The  Ladies'  Association  of  the  Prince  of  Wales' 
General  Hospital,  Tottenham,  announce  a  Garden 
Fete  and  Sale,  on  June  29th,  which  will  be  opened 
by  Lady  Barratt,  in  aid  of  the  Princess  Louise 
Convalescent  Home,  Nazeing,  and  the  Samaritan 
Fund.  The  President  of  the  Association  is  Mrs. 
Gillespie,  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  Mrs.  H.  Monk. 

A  Sports  Fete  and  Bazaar  under  distinguished 
patronage  will  be  held  in  aid  of  the  Princess  Louise 
Convalescent  Home,  Nazeing,  on  Whit  Monday, 
June  5th,  commencing  at  2  p.m.  (military  time) 
at  Ninnett's  Farm,  Middle  Street,  Nazeing.  The 
attractions  include  sports,  side  shows,  bazaar, 
and  open  air  dancing. 

The  re-opening  of  the  Convalescent  Home  by 
Her  Royal  Highness  Princess  Louise,  Duchess  of 
Argyll,  on  Monday  last,  was  a  most  enjoyable 
function. 


The  Chelsea  Hospital  for  Women  has  received 
from  its  chairman.  Sir  Frederick  Eley,  Bart.,  a 
donation  of  /i,ooo.  It  has  received  from  an 
anonymous  donor  a  donation  of  ;^ioo.  Further 
contributions  towards  clearing  off  a  debt  of 
;^5,ooo  will  be  gratefully  received. 
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The   Daily   Use   of 

"'HAZELINE'   SNOW" 

(Trade  Mark) 

will  lay  the  foundation  of  a  perfect  complexion 


Apply  just  a  little  "  '  Hazeline  '  Snow" 
every  night  and  morning,  and  the 
softness,  smoothness  and  beauty  your 
skin  will  acquire  will  be  a  source  of 
wonder  to  you  and  of  admiration  to 
your    friends. 

In  glass  Jars,  at  all  Chemists  and  Stores 


^     BURROUGHS     ^VELLCOME     &     CO.,     LONDON 
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rxsjrmet 

The  Worlds  ti^Ktcsf 
Safest  fi?  Simplest 
Baby  Carriage 

The  MARMET  can  be  strongly  and  confidently 
recommended    by    Nurses,   to  whom   an   illus- 
trated Album  "  M  "  will  be  sent,  post  free,  on 
application  to  : — 

E.    T.    MORRISS    &    CO.,   LTD., 
139b,    FINCHLEY    RD.,  LONDON,    N.W.3, 

and  131,  Deansgate,  Manchester 


MORALITY   IN   RELATION 
TO    HEALTH 

A  Paper  read  at  the  International 
Congress  of    Nurses,    July,    1909 

by 

The  Hon.  ALBINIA  BRODRICK. 


THIRD  EDITION, 
Priee  2d. 


By  Post.  4<U 
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NURSE ! 

ONE   MOMENT   PLEASE. 

In  your  professional  career  you  must 
come  across  maay  cases  where  the  regu- 
lar use  of  "Wincarnis"  would  be  •£ 
inestimable  value  to  patients.  In  debility, 
ansmia,  mal-nutrition,  insomnia,  nervous 
breakdown  and  particularly  in  prolonged 
convalescence    after  a  serious    illness 
' Wincainis'  has  an  extraordinary  stimulating 
and  strengthening-  eflPect — but  unlike  drugs 
which  only  give  a  fictitious  strength,  "  Win- 
carnis" gives   a   strength   which   is  lasting, 
because  in  each  wineglassful  of  "Wincarnis" 
there  is  a  standardised  amount  of  nutriment. 
'^yincarn^s'   is   supplied   to  the  Houses  of 
Parliament,  the  King  and  Queen  of  Spain.   The 
Royal  Army  Medical  Corps,  and  His  Majesty's 
Forces,     It  is  regularly  prescribed  by   Doctors 
and    recommended    by   thousands  of  nurses. 


Over  10,000  Doctors 
recommend  it. 

COLEMAN  &  CO.  LTD  WINCARNIS  WORKS,  NORWICH. 
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MESSRS.  W.  H.  BAILEY  &  SONS* 
SPECIALITIES. 

We  have  pleasure  in  drawing  attention  to  the 
many  specialities  of  interest  to  nurses  of  Messrs. 
W.  H.  Bailey  &  Sons,  of  38,  Oxford  Street,  and 
2,  Rathbone  Place,  London,  W.i.  Of  particular 
interest  to  district  nurses  and  midwives  is  their 
celebrated  midwife's  case  with  original  fall  down 
front,  the  special  value  of  which  is  that  when  the 
front  is  let  down  the  midwife  has  a  clean  and  safe 
surface  upon  which  she  can  immediately  arrange 
the  contents  of  her  bag  for  use,  though  the  sur- 
roundings may  not  be  above  suspicion.  The 
convenience  and  utility  of  this  when  a  nurse  or 
midwife  on  arrival  finds  that  the  patient  is  urgently 
in  need  of  attention  is  obvious. 

The  case,  when  closed,  is  neat  and  compact. 
It  may  be  had  empty  in  rexine  at  33s.,  or  in  cow- 
hide at  5 IS.  6d.  The  size  of  table  space,  with 
flap  extended  is  17  ins.  by  18^  ins.,  and  it  has  a 
removable  washing  lining. 

It  can  also  be  fitted  with  the  necessary  instru- 
ments and  appliances  in  rexine,  at  60s.  and  58s.  6d., 
according  to  size,  and  in  cowhide  at  8 is.  or  79s. 

It  is  a  case  to  be  commended,  as  the  makers  have 
taken  into  consideration  "  Safety  First,"  and  have 
further  provided  a  very  useful  article  at  a  very 
moderate  price. 

A     WORD     FOR     THE     WEEK. 

As   I    gird   on   for   fighting 

My  sword  upon  my  thigh, 
I  think  on  old  ill  fortunes 

Of  better  men  than  I. 

In  dust  the  round  world   over 

The  golden  lads  are  low 
With  hurts  not  mine  to  mourn  for 

And  shames,  I  shall  not  know. 

What  evil  luck  soever 

For   me   remains   in    store, 
'Tis  sure  much  finer  fellows 

Have  fared  much  worse  before. 

So  here  are  things  to  think  on 
That   ought   to   make   me   brave. 

As  I  strap  on  for  fighting 
My  sword  that  will  not  save. 

— A .  E.  Housman. 

COMING     EVENTS. 

I^ay  lyth  to  June  15th. — Nurses'  Missionary 
League  at  Missionary  Exhibition,  "  Africa  and 
the  East,"  Agricultural  Hall,  Islington. 

May  igth. — General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Whales.  Monthly  Meeting.  Ministry  of  Health, 
Whitehall.     2.30  p.m. 

May  22nd  to  26th. — Tenth  Annual  Post  Graduate 
Week.  General  Lying-in  Hospital,  York  Road, 
Lambeth,  S.E. 

May  24/A.— Empire  Day  :  Flag  Day  in  support 
of  the  Combined  Appeal  for  the  Hospitals  of 
London. 

May  25th. — Central  Midwives'  Board  Monthly 
Meeting. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  commnmcations  upoit 
all  subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  btf 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed' 
by  our  correspondents. 

TOO   MUCH    POMP. 

To  the  Editor  of  TiiE  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — When  I  wrote  to  you  expressing 
the  opinion  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  members 
of  the  Royal  Free  Hospital  Nurses'  League  to 
have  special  facilities  for  registration,  and  that 
the  General  Nursing  Council  had  no  right  to  dele- 
gate its  statutory  powers  to  irresponsible  persons, 
such  as  League  secretaries  and  others,  and  take- 
their  unverified  statements  for  gospel,  and  that 
such  interference  might  lead  to  coercion  I  did 
not  expect  to  arouse  discussion  in  the  Press. 
I  am,  however,  glad  to  avail  myself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  replying  to  the  letters  of  Miss  Little  and 
the  '  Member  of  the  Nursing  Staff"  who  appears 
to  have  a  somewhat  misty  notion  of  real  freedom.  I 
am  not  a  member  of  the  Royal  Free  Nurses'  League 
because  I  do  not  approve  of  its  atmosphere.  The 
first  silly  thing  it  was  persuaded  to  do  was  to 
come  out  of  the  National  Council  of  Nurses, 
because  the  Council  would  not  kow-tow  to  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  and  thus  cut  us  off  from 
associated  membership  with  the  International 
Council  of  Nurses,  the  policy  of  which  I  highly 
approve  and  am  greatly  interested  in,  and  by 
joining  another  society,  am  pleased  to  be  in  touch 
with.  These  unassociated  Leagues  of  Nurses- 
are  far  too  self-centred  and  narrow. 

Thus,  Miss  Little's  suggestion  that  before  expres- 
sing an  opinion  on  the  policy  of  the  G.N.C.  the 
"  right  procedure  "  would  have  been  to  "  ap- 
proach "  her,  is  little  worth.  And  why  "  ap- 
proach "  ?  I  am  not  a  diffident  person — I  should 
"  approach "  Royalty,  but  not  a  fellow  nurse. 
That  is  the  style  of  things  in  hospital — too  much 
pomp.  I  am  not  for  it.  Then  "  A  Member  of 
the  Nursing  Staff  "  presumably  approves  of  the 
neglect  of  duty  of  the  G.N.C.  and  risking  an 
inaccurate  Register,  by  shuffling  off  its  responsi- 
bilities to  people  not  entrusted  by  Parliament  tO' 
compile  our  Register.  If  these  people  have  not 
time  or  inclination  to  institute  an  efficient  docu- 
mentary system  in  the  office,  then  let  them  get  out, 
so  that  people  may  be  elected  with  more  sense  of 
public  duty.  This  "  member  "  does  not  begin  to- 
understand  what  "  freedom  "  means,  and  I  hope 
she  will  tell  us,  through  the  B.J.N.,  just  what  steps- 
the  Royal  Free  League  did  take,  when  its  President, 
with  unparalleled  arrogance,  proposed  to  deprive 
the  whole  nursing  profession  of  their  documentary 
evidence  of  proficiency — their  certificates  on  the- 
Register.  If  these  documents  are  too  sacred  to- 
pass  through  the  post,  then  why  confiscate  them 
at  one  "  fell  scoop  ?  Greater  inconsistency  could 
not  be  imagined. 

And  now  that  I  am  at  it,  may  I  express  my 
strong  indignation  that  the  members  of  the  G.N.C.. 
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who  supported  this  outrage  axe  now  in  full  power 
on  the  Registration  Committee,  and  who  knows 
what  further  injury  they  will  propose  to  defenceless 
nurses  now  that  our  supporters  are  ejected.  The 
whole  thing  from  beginning  to  end  is  so  scandalous 
that  words  fail  to  express  what  I  feel  about  it. 
Talk  about  "  coercion,"  it  is  a  mild  word  in  connec- 
tion with  the  treatment  of  those  who  had  the 
Qourage  to  stand  for  our  interests  on  the  G.N.C. 
It's  a  pity  "  A  Member  "  does  not  realise  it  and 
resent  it,  but  the  average  nurse  hasn't  the  courage 
or  public  spirit  of  a  fly. 

,  Yours  truly, 

"  Cert.  Royal  Free  Hospital." 

THE    ROYAL     FREE      HOSPITAL     NUR5ES' 

LEAGUE. 
To  tht  Editor  of  Thb  British  Journal  of  Nursino. 

Madam, — I  note  that  you  were  good  enough  to 
find  room  in  last  week's  issue  of  your  Paper  for 
the  letters  sent  from  here,  but  I  deeply  regret  that 
in  your  editorial  note  you  should  have  placed  an 
entirely    wrong    construction    upon    them.     The 
Secretary  of  the  League,  as  also  I  and  my  col- 
leagues,   meant    every    word    we    put    in    them, 
though  assuredly  not  in  the  light  in  which  you 
have  unfortunately  elected  to  read  them. 
Yours  faithfully, 
A   Member   of   the    Royal    Free 
Hospital  Nursing  Staff. 
Royal  Free  Hospital, 
Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C.i. 

[We  fail  to  understand  this  letter. — Ed.] 

KERNELS   FROM    CORRESPONDENCE. 

C.  F.  C,  Malvern. — Miss  Sheriff-Macgregor 
has  been  around  lecturing  on  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.  To  hear  her  talk  you  would 
imagine  the  movement  for  State  Registration 
emanated  from  the  College  in  191 6,  instead  of 
through  the  R.B.N. A.  in  1888  !  It's  the  meanest 
policy  to  misinform  the  present  generation  of 
^  nurses  and  attempt  to  ignore  aU  our  pioneers, 
their  labours  and  success,  instead  of  giving  credit 
to  whom  credit  is  due.  That  is  what  those  of  us 
who  know  the  truth  hate  about  the  College.  Miss  . 
Macgregor  is  also  around  to  urge  aU  nurses  to 
register  so  that  they  will  have  a  vote  in  December. 
Let  us  hope  they  will  inquire  into  the  past  records 
of  candidates,  and  ask  a  few  questions  :  (i)  Were 
you  an  anti  ?  (2)  Did  you  agree  to  deprive  us 
of  the  record  of  our  certificates  on  the  State 
Register  ?  (3)  Did  you  go  on  strike  on  the 
G.N.C.  ?  (4)  Did  you  vote  to  supersede  our  nursing 
experts  by  titled  dames  and  doctors  ?  " 

A  Swansea  Nurse. — "  The  policy  of  placing 
doctors  over  us  in  our  so-called  Nurses'  Organisa- 
tions is  the  detennined  policy  of  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Ltd.  Here,  at  Swansea,  Dr.  Clarke 
Begg  has  been  re-elected  President  of  the  Swansea 
and  South  Wales  Centre,  as  if  there  was  not  a 
Matron  or  Nurse  in  Wales  fitted  for  the  position. 
So  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  that  the  College 
Matrons  on  the  G.N.C.  have  nominated  and  elected 


a  medical  man  on  our  Registration  Committee 
and  that  only  one  Committee  is  presided  over  by 
a  Registered  Nurse.  Was  it  all  a  lie  that  we  were 
to  become  a  self-governing  profession  under  our 
Act  of  Parliament  ?  It  seems  so.  Surely  we  are 
not  going  to  be  enslaved  instead  of  emancipated 
under   the  Acts  !  " 

Evelyn  Eburah,  Registered  Nurse. — "  May  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  aU  you  have 
done  for  the  improvement  of  the  nursing  profes- 
sion. Nurses  are  apt  to  take  a  great  deal  for 
granted,  but  many  deeply  appreciate  your  efforts. 
I  am  very  glad  to  have  your  name  on  my  certificate 
of  Registration." 

G.  F.  Pontin,  Nottingham. — "  I  was  interested 
in  your  '  Echo  '  about  the  surprise  of  the  Duchess 
of  Newcastle  at  women  now  hesitating  to  become 
village  nurses,  and  thus  cut  themselves  adrift 
from  registration.  Is  it  not  time  the  General 
Nursing  Council  addressed  a  '  Memo '  to  the 
aristocratic  controllers  of  County  Nursing  Asso- ' 
ciations  and  warned  them  against  misleading 
young  women  by  continuing  to  train  them  insuffi- 
ciently, for  the  sake  of  obtaining  a  cheap  supply 
of  village  and  cottage  nurses  ?  It  is  most  unfair 
that  two  years  after  the  Registration  Act  has 
been  passed,  these  well-meaning,  ignorant  ladies 
should  still  be  meddling  with  our  professional 
standards." 

[We  quite  agree  the  G.N.C.  should  take  steps 
to  prevent  young  women  being  misled  by  ignorant 
persons. — Ed.] 

PLEASE    NOTICE. 
A  REGISTERED  UNIFORM  FOR  NURSES. 

Now  that  the  plot  to  remove  Mrs,  Bedford 
Fenwick  from  the  Registration  Committee  has 
been  carried  out,  and  it  is  now  under  the  control 
of  a  medical  man,  she  can  no  longer  use  her  know- 
ledge for  the  benefit  of  her  profession,  excepting 
through  the  General  Nursing  Council.  The  Editor 
of  this  journal  (Mrs.  Fenwick)  has  recently  re- 
ceived many  letters  from  nurses,  re  registration 
questions,  including  that  of  a  "  Registered 
Uniform."  Her  advice  to  such  correspondents 
is  to  write  direct  to  the  Chairman  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  asking  that  their^communications 
may  be  placed  before  it,  and  not  intercepted  and 
answered  without  the  authority  of  the  Council 
through  the  office.  We  know  that  the  Uniform 
question  is  of  very  vital  importance  to  "  Regis- 
tered Nurses,"  and  agree  with  more  than  one 
colleague  that  this  is  a  nursing  and  not  a  medical 
question,  and  that  it  brings  our  profession  into 
absolute  contempt  that  such  questions  as  our 
clothes  should  be  referred  to  a  Committee  pre- 
sided over  by  a  man. — Ed. 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

May   2yth. — Name  three  gynaecological  opera- 
tions and  how  to  prepare  the  patient  for  them. 

June  ^rd. — ^How  would  you  deal  with  a  case  of 
haemorrhage  after  enucleation  of  the  tonsils  ? 
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The   Midwife. 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES  BOARD. 

PENAL    CASES. 

At  the  Special  Meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board,  held  on  April  27th,  for  the  hearing  of 
charges  against  certified  midwives,  two  cases  were 
considered  with  the  following  results  : — 

Struck  off  the  Roll,  and  Certificate  cancelled. — 
Midwife  Mary  Wilmore  (No.  8180).  In  accord- 
ance with  the  powers  which  they  possess,  the 
Board  prohibited  this  midwife  from  attending 
upon  lying-in  cases  in  any  capacity. 

Sentence  Postponed  :  Report  asked  for  from 
Local  Supervising  Authority  in  three  and  six  months' 
time. — Midwife  Harriet  Botting  (No.  22334,  Cert. 
C.M.B.  Examination). 

Although  there  were  only  two  cases  the  Board 
gave  a  long  and  patient  hearing  to  them,  and 
they  took  up  a  considerable  time. 


CENTRAL    MIDWIVES'    BOARD    FOR 
SCOTLAND. 

The  Examination  of  the  Board  held  simultane- 
ously in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Dundee  and 
Aberdeen,  concluded  on  3rd  instant  with  the 
following  results  : — 

Out  of  112  candidates  who  appeared  for  the 
Examination  103  passed.  Of  the  successful 
candidates  26  were  trained  at  the  Royal  Maternity 
Hospital,  Edinburgh,  29  at  the  Royal  Maternity 
Hospital,  Glasgow,  6  at  the  Maternity  Hospital, 
Aberdeen,  10  at  the  Maternity  Hospital,  Dundee, 
4  at  the  Queen  Victoria  Jubilee  Institute,  Edin- 
burgh, 8  at  the  Cottage  Nurses  Training  Home, 
Govan,  Glasgow,  and  the  remainder  at  various 
recognised  Institutions. 

EXAMINATION     PAPER. 

The  following  is  the  Examination  Paper  set  by 
the  Central  Midwives'  Board  for  Scotland,  May, 
1922  : — 

1.  Give  the  size  of  the  Normal  Uterus.  Where 
is  the  Fundus  at  the  3rd,  6th,  and  9th  months  of 
Pregnancy  ?  What  conditions  give  rise  to  unduly 
increased  size  of  the  Uterus  in  Pregnancy  ? 

2.  If  unable  to  find  out  the  date  of  last  menstrua- 
tion, state  what  facts  may  help  you  to  fix  the  date 
of  probable  confinement. 

3.  What  signs  and  symptoms  would  lead  you  to 
believe  that  the  second  stage  of  labour  has  been 
unduly  prolonged  ?  How  would  this  affect  mother 
and  child  ? 

4.  Phlegmasia  Alba  Dolens  or  White  Leg. 
What  is  meant  by  this  condition  ?  To  what  is 
it  due  and  how  should  it  be  treated  ? 

5.  What  are  the  causes  of  sore  buttocks  in  an 
infant  ?  How  may  the  condition  be  prevented, 
and  how  would  you  treat  it  when  it  had  developed  ? 

6.  What  are  the  conditions  which  would  lead 
you  to  advise  medical  aid  {a)  in  pregnancy,  (&) 
in  labour,   (c)   during  the  lying-in  period  ? 


PENAL    CASES. 

At  a  Special  Meeting  of  the  Board  for  the 
Hearing  of  Penal  Cases,  Dr.  James  Haig  Ferguson 
in  the  Chair,  Mrs.  Margaret  M'Grail,  Certified 
Midwife  No.  2537,  2,  Kelvin  Street,  Partick, 
Glasgow ;  Mrs.  Catherine  M'Grory,  Certified 
Midwife  No.  2571,  31,  Meuse  Lane,  Cowcaddens, 
Glasgow,  and  Mrs.  Martha  M' Donald,  Certified 
Midwife  No.  1225,  10,  Hozier  Street,  Partick, 
Glasgow,  were  cited  to  appear  for  various  breaches 
of  the  Rules,  failure  to  take  and  record  pulse  and 
temperatures,  failure  to  keep  Register  of  Cases, 
&c.,  and  were  proved  to  be  generally  incapable 
of  carrying  out  the  Rules.  The  Secretary  was 
instructed  to  cancel  their  certificates  and  remove 
their  names  from  the  Roll. 

At  the  same  sitting  Mrs.  Margaret  Simpson, 
Certified  Midwife  No.  1294,  16,  Webster  Street, 
Bridgeton,  Glasgow,  appeared  in  answer  to  a 
number  of  charges  of  breaches  of  the  Rules  which 
were  found  proved  and,  in  order  to  give  her  an 
opportunity  of  proving  amendment,  sentence 
was  postponed  for  reports  at  the  end  of  three 
months  from  the  Local  Supervising  Authority 
on  her  conduct  and  methods  of  practice,  and  also 
at  the  end  of  six  months.  Failing  satisfactory 
reports  being  received  her  name  was  instructed 
ipso  facto  to  be  removed  from  the  Roll. 


QUEEN    CHARLOTTE'S  LYINQ-IN 
HOSPITAL,  MARYLEBONE  ROAD,  N.W. 

The  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  presided  at  the 
annual  meeting  at  Queen  Charlotte's  Hospital, 
held  on  Tuesday,  May  9th,  and,  in  moving  the 
adoption  of  the  report,  referred  to  the  efforts  now 
being  made  by  King  Edward's  Hospital  Fund  and 
others  by  means  of  the  Combined  Public  Appeal 
to  preserve  the  voluntary  hospital  system.  During 
the  past  year,  1,729  patients  had  been  treated  in 
the  hospital,  2,087  ^^^  heen  attended  in  their  own 
homes,  and  there  had  been  4,603  patients  at  the 
Ante-Natal  and  Child  Welfare  Departments.  The 
financial  position  of  the  hospital  was  serious  and 
an  earnest  appeal  was  made  for  additional  support. 

The  report  referred  to  the  very  large  number  of 
entries  in  the  Midwifery  Training  School.  During 
the  year,  58  medical  students  and  47  qualified 
practitioners  attended  a  course  of  practical  mid- 
wifery, and  164  women  were  trained  in  midwifery 
and  maternity  nursing.  Students  were  received 
from  nearly  all  the  London  medical  schools  and 
from  most  of  the  provincial  and  Scotch  schools. 

It  was  a  terrifying  moment  for  a  mother  nearing 
her  confinement,  and  who  had  made  all  prepara- 
tions for  it,  and  was  standing  with  her  back  to 
the  fire,  when  her  clothing  caught  fire.  She  was 
so  severely  burned  that  she  was  admitted  to  the 
New  End  Hospital,  Hampstead,  where  a  baby 
boy,  none  the  worse  for  the  shock  which  his 
mother  had  sustained,  was  bom  shortly  afterwards. 
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THE  NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  NURSES  AND 
THE   INTERNATIONAL  DELEGATES. 

On  Wednesday,  the  17th  inst.,  a  most  suc- 
cessful function  was  held  at  the  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association  Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate, 
vhen  the  National  Council  of  Nurses  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  entertained  to  Dinner  the 
six  British  Delegates  chosen  to  attend  the 
Meeting  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  Inter- 
national Council  of  Nurses  at  Copenhagen 
this  week.  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  Founder 
and  Hon.  President,  supported  by  Miss  M. 
Breay,  Hon.  Treasurer,  received  the  guests, 
as  reported  last  week,  and  presided  at  the 
Dinner,  and  Miss  Is-abel  Macdonald  and  Miss 
A.  Hulme  were  special  guests.  The  Dinner 
was  arranged  in  the  beautiful  front  room  with 
folding  doors  open  to  the  fine  dining-room, 
and  the  table  was  decorated  with  lovely  mauve 
flowers  and  beautiful  fruits.  The  menu  of  the 
dinner  had  been  carefully  arranged,  and  was 
exquisitely  cooked  and  served.  Soup  Prin- 
temps,  Scotch  salmon,  sauce  mousseline,  a 
salad,  English  lamb,  mint  sauce,  and  new 
potatoes,  chou-fleur  au  creme,  a  most  delect- 
able trifle,  savoury,  ices,  and  coffee,  fine  pre- 
war Baune  and  lemonade,  quite  a  little  Ban- 
t|uet,  which  did  immense  credit  to  the  chef  of 
the  Club.  It  was  quite  delightful  to  note  how 
antiquated  is  the  accusation  that  women 
"  have  no  palates."  The  Delegates — Miss 
H.  L.  Pearse,  Miss  Muriel,  Miss  MacCallum, 
Miss  J.  C.  Child  (South  Africa),  and  Miss 
Maud  Lamb  (India)  (Miss  Cutler  could 
not  be  present) — at  once  got  into  touch 
in  the  true  international  spirit,  and  promised 
to  convey  to  the  Danish  Council  of  Nurses  and 
delegates  from  other  countries  all  good  wishes 
from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  expressed  her  deep  regret  at 
inability  to  attend  a  Council  Meeting  for  the 
first  time,  owing  to  duty  at  home,  and  im- 
pressed upon  the  representatives  how  im- 
portant it  was  that  the  younger  members  of 
the  profession  should  now  come  forward  and 
carry   on    the   great   civilising   work   of   inter- 


nationalism, and  help  forward  social  evolution 
on  sound  humanitarian  lines,  irrespective  of 
class.  She  emphasised  the  fact  that  brain 
work  and  mental  culture  were  as  imperative 
for  evolution  as  manual  skill  and  physical 
health.  Each  delegate  was  presented  with  a 
copy  of  the  last  Report  of  the  International 
Council,  containing  a  copy  of  the  Watchword 
— "  Aspiration,"  under  which  the  Council  is 
still  going  forward — and  together  with  creden- 
tials for  presentation  to  the  President,  Mrs. 
Henny  Tscherning,  charming  badges  of  red, 
white,  and  blue  ribbon  were  presented  to  each. 
These  badgies,  in  the  form  of  a  dahlia,  hadi  been 
most  beautifully  made  by  Miss  Anderson 
Parsons,  to  whom  the  warm  thanks  of  the 
National  Council  are  due. 

After  Dinner  Mrs.  Fenwick  gave  the  toast 
of  "  The  King,"  to  the  chorus  of  all  present, 
"  God  Bless  Him."  Miss  Pearse,  in  a  few 
felicitous  words,  reminded  the  company  that 
the  following  day,  the  i8th  May,  was  the 
anniversary  of  the  opening  of  their  beautiful 
Club  by  the  President,  Princess  Christian,  and 
*'  Many  happy  returns  of  the  day  "  was  the 
toast.  Miss  Pearse  also  proposed  that  those 
present  should  return  the  compliment  by  invit- 
ing Mrs.  Fenwick  to  dinner  on  their  return 
from  Denmark  to  tell  her  all  their  doings. 
This  kind  invitation  was  gratefully  accepted. 

Before  leaving  the  table  Mrs.  Fenwick  asked 
Miss  Macdonald  to  convey  to  the  cordon  hleu 
of  the  Club  their  great  appreciation  of  the 
lovely  dinner  she  had  prepared  for  them,  which 
was  superior  to  any  dinner  she  had  enjoyed  in 
any  Woman's  Club,  and  to  the  trim  maids  for 
serving  it  so  daintily. 

On  the  following  day  the  delegates,  with  the 
exception  of  Miss  MacCallum,  were  wished 
God-speed  at  Liverpool  Street,  the  latter,  with 
her  well-known  sense  of  public  duty,  electing 
to  travel  alone  on  Saturday  so  as  to  attend  the 
Meeting  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  on 
the  igth  inst.  This  resulted  in  Miss  Mac- 
Callum having  a  "  send-off  "  all  on  her  lone. 
As  we  go  to  press  the  three  days'  Conference 
at  Copenhagen  is  drawing  to  a  close,  an 
account  of  which  we  hopemay  reach  us  at  an 
earlv  date. 
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CABLES    FROM    COPENHAGEN. 

On  Monday  the  fpllowingf  cableg^rams  were 
received  with  very  great  pleasure  by  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick  and  Miss  Breay  from  Copen- 
hagen : — 

"  To  Mrs.  Fenwick. 

"  The  President  and  Delegates  to  the  Inter- 
national Council  assembled  at  Copenhag"en 
send  grateful  and  affectionate  greetings  and 
regret  at  your  unavoidable  absence. 

'*  Tscherning,  President." 
"  To  Miss  Breay, 

' '  Congratulations  on  re-election  as  Honorary 
Treasurer  and  regret  for  absence. 

"  Tscherning,   President." 


The  R.N.  is  for  the  nurse  what  the  IVI.D.  is  for 
the  doctor,  the  D.D.S  for  the  dentist,  the  D.V.S. 
for  the  veterinarian. 


NURSING    ECHOES. 

The  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Matrons' 
Council  will  be  held  on  Friday,  June  9th,  at  the 
R.B.N.A.  Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.,  at 
3  p.m.  The  Deleg'ates  to  the  International 
Council  at  CopenhlagTen  will  recount  their  ex- 
periences and  give  a  shoi-t  resume  of  the  result 
of  the  Conference.  . 

Friends  and  sympathisers  of  Miss  Florence 
Nightingale  Shore  (who  was  murdered  in  a 
Hastings  train  and  whose  death  remains  a 
mystery)  have  raised  a  fund  to  her  memory, 
which  nov^'  amounts  to  ;^!i'i,o5o. 

It  is  proposed  to  use  the  fund  to  furnish  a 
room  in  the  new  home  of  the  Hammersmith 
District  Nursing  Association,  Clifton  House, 
Mall  Road,  as  a  guest  room  for  Queen's 
Nurses  passiing"  through  London,  and  to  apply 
the  balance  to  altering  and  equipping  Clifton 
House. 

The  objection  of  the  Admiralty'  to  thoroughly 
qualified'  Registered  Nurses  using-  the  letters 
"  R.N."  after  their  names  is  a  great  dis- 
appointment, but,  as  a  profession,  we  are  used 
to  it.  Read  what  the  Editor  of  the  Pacific 
Coast  Journal  of  Nursing  has  to  say  on  the 
question  : — 

Nurses  have  fought  and  bled  for  their  R.N 
on  many  a  legislative  battlefield.  It  has  come  to 
be  the  symbol  of  a  profession  ;  the  magic  two 
letters  that  open  the  door  and  lead  further  on  ; 
that  places  the  seal  of  qualification  and  proclaims 
the  holder  as  one  who  has  met  certain  require- 
ments. It  is  not  easily  won;  it  has  cost  three 
years. of  stiff  training,  a  state  examination,  some- 
times two  or  three  examinations.  It  is  a  precious 
possession,  something  to  be  cherished  and  pro- 
tected— not  lost.  Many  things  depend  upon  it — 
professional  standing,  mernbership  in  organisa- 
tions, positions.     Without  it  the  doors  are  closed. 


Nurses  in  British  ColonieiS  having  reg-istra- 
tion  laws  in  force  may  write  "  R.N."  after 
their  names ;  thei  nurses  of  the  Mother  Country 
are  alone  denied  the  privilege.  A  corre- 
spondent writes  :  "  I  am  going  to  write  '  S.G. ' 
after  my  name,  as,  until  we  are  given  rightful 
authority  and  place  on  our  own  Council  and 
Standing-  Committees,  '  Gamps '  we  are  by 
inference  and  '  Gamps'  we  shall  remain." 

In  a  few  months'  time  it  is  hoped  to  begin 
the  work  of  preparing  the  site  for  the  new 
Nurses'  Home  in  connection  with  the  Liver- 
pool Royal  Infirmary.  The  building,  which 
will  be  erected  from  the  designs  of  Mr. 
Edmund  Kirby,  will  be  a  notable  addition  to 
the  buildings  of  tha  city.  When  the  construc- 
tion of  the  new  building-  is  completed  there  will 
be  one  striking-  group  of  buildings  in  Pembroke 
Place,  Ashton  Street,  and  Brownlow  Hill  which 
will  include  the  Royal  Infirmary,  the  Nurses' 
Home,  and  the  University.  The  building 
would  have  been  comipleted  had  it  not  been  for 
thie  war,  but  the  scarcity  of  labour  and  the  high 
cost  of  building-  materials  compelled  the  com- 
mittee in  charge  of  the  scheme  to  postpone  its 
execution  for  some  time.  It  is  hoped,  how- 
ever, to  set  the  work  in  hand  at  a  very  early 
date.  '  

The  Glasgow  Evening  News  states  : — "  The 
conduct  of  the  Holytown  Nursing  Association 
seems  inexplicable.  They  object  to  the  District 
Nurse's  sister  staying  in  the  house  because  she 
would  not  pay  for  her  accommodation.  Why 
should  she?  Is  it  the  fact  that  her  sister  is  a 
school  teacher  that  they  insist  on  payment? 
Surely  a  District  Nurse  staying  alone  is  entitled 
to  have  the  companionship  of  a  friend.  Do  the 
public  realisei  that  the  life  of  a  District  Nurse 
is  not  a  ibed  of  roses?  After  she  has  tramped 
or  cycled  for  miles  calling  on  various  patients, 
she  returns  weary  and  hungry  to  the  District 
Nurses'  "  Home,"  where  there  is  no  fire  or  hot 
meal  awaiting  her.  Think  of  this  in  the  cold 
winter  days — when  illness  is  at  its  height,  and 
the  nurse  has  hardly  time  to  eat,  let  alone  cook, 
her  food.  Surely  a  more  suitable  person  than 
a  school  teacher  could  not  be  found.  In  this 
case,  it  must  have  meant  a  great  dififerenc©  to 
the  District  Nurse.  From  where  I  am  writing, 
the  ladies  have  often  urged  the  District  Nurse 
to  have  someone  stay  with  her  for  companion- 
ship, and  I  know  it  isi  not  am  uncommon  occur- 
rence.    Do  the  ladies  of  Holytown  object?  " 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  increased  com- 
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fort  and  happiness  of  a  District  Nurse  who  has 
to  live  with  her  an  ag*reeable  companion — sister 
or  otherwise — but  unless  she  pays  for  her  own 
rooms  she  has  no  right  to  admit  a  lodger. 


GENERAL    NURSING    COUNCIL    FOR 
ENGLAND    AND    WALES. 


The  five-year  combined  course  for  nurses 
between  the  Vancouver  General  Hospital  and 
the  University  of  British  CoHumbia,  leading  to 
a  deg-ree  in  nursing,  is  said  to  be  working  out 
well.  Already  eighteen  students  are  enrolled, 
and  the  first  graduates  will  be  in  May,  1923. 


A  practical  point  from  the  Canadian  Nurse: 
For  a  patient  who  is  always  losing  her  hand- 
kerchief and  wants  it  "at  once,"  try  pinning 
a  yard  of  baby  ribbon  to  the  left  side  of  the 
nightgown  with  tiny  safety  pins,  and  fasten 
the  handkerchief  to  the  other  end. 


A  rest  home  for  nurses  has  been  established 
in  one  of  the  suburbs  of  Sydney  as  a  memorial 
to  the  late  Nurse  Edith  CavelJ.  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  fund  it  was  stated  that  the  past 
year  had  seen  the  objective  of  the  fund  realised 
— the  raising  of  an  endowment  fund  of  ;i(j20,oc)0 
and  the  establishment  of  Cavell  House.  The 
honorary  treasurer  stated  that  the  accumulated 
fund  now  amounted  to  £20,18;^,  the  expendi- 
ture during  the  year  amounted  to  £i,2ig,  and 
the  income  to  £i,2j6.  As  the  expenditure  in- 
cluded a  sum  of  £ss6  for  furnishing  and 
repairs  of  the  building  which  had  been  given, 
the  institution  would  be  able  to  carry  on  with- 
out making  any  appeal  to  the  public  for 
financial  assistance.  The  report  concluded  by 
an  expression  of  the  gratification  felt  by  every- 
one connected  with  this  movement  that  the 
Ibng-worked-for  goal  has  been  reached  at  last, 
«  that  Cavell  House  is  now  placed  on  a  firm 
financial  footing,  and  that  it  will  continue  to 
serve  its  double  purpose  of  perpetuating  the 
memory  of  Edith  Cavell  and  of  benefiting 
members  of  her  noble  calling. 


Several  mental  nurses  ha:ve  recently  appeared 
in  the  Courts  accused  of  cruelty  to  patients, 
and  the  Bench  has  taken  a  lenient  view  of  these 
cases  and  have  dismissed  the  summonses. 
These  nurses  often  work  under  most  difficult 
conditions,  and  we  are  glad  to  learn  that  the 
Minister  of  Health  is  introducing  a  Bill  into 
the  House  of  Commons,  in  connection  with 
which  we  hope  their  conditions  will  be  im- 
proved. Some  years  ago,  when  a  Government 
inquiry  was  held  into  the  hours  of  work  in  some 
asylums,  they  were  almost  inconceivably  long. 
No  doubt  things  have  improved  since  then. 


The  twenty-fourth  meeting  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales  was  held 
at  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Whitehall,  on  Friday, 
May  19th,  Sir  Wilmot  P.  Herringham,  K.C.M.G., 
C.B.,  F.R.C.P.,  M.D.,  Chairman  of  the  Council, 
presided. 

The  first  business  was  to  confirm  the  Minutes 
of  the  previous  meeting.  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick 
asked  that  the  letter  read  at  the  last  meeting 
from  six  members  of  the  Council,  giving  their 
reason  for  resigning  from  certain  Standing  Com- 
mittees might  be  placed  on  the  Minutes.  It  was 
an  important  letter  and  had  been  omitted  from 
the  Minutes. 

This  was  agreed. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  also  drew  attention  to 
two  inaccuracies.  The  Minutes  stated  that  notice 
of  motion  had  in  two  instances  been  given  by 
Miss  Cox-Davies  :  (i)  That  no  letters  be  brought 
up  to  the  Council  except  through  the  Registrar ; 
and  (2)  that  the  inspection  of  papers  queried 
should  be  made  in  the  presence  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Registration  Committee.  Miss  Cox-Davies 
objected  to  freedom  of  action  on  the  points 
referred  to,  but  there  was  no  definite  notice  of 
motion  in  either  case,  as  it  was  pointed  out  that 
under  Rule  49  members  of  Council  had  a  right  to 
inspect  records  in  office  hours,  and  no  notices  of 
motion  were  on  the  Agenda  of  the  present  meeting 
in  her  name. 

The  Chairman  referred  the  point  to  the  Rev. 
G.  B.  Cronshaw,  who  was  in  the  chair  at  the  last 
meeting.  Mr.  Cronshaw  said  he  understood  that 
both  were  notices  of  motion,  and  were  taken 
down  as  such. 

Miss  Cox-Davies  made  no  comment. 

The  Chairman  said  arising  out  of  the  Minutes, 
in  reference  to  paragraph  239,  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  had  quite  properly  raised  the  question 
of  the  omission  of  an  incident  which  took  place. 
He  was  responsible  for  its  omission,  as  he  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  minutes  were  com- 
municated to  the  Press,  but  he  found  this  was  not 
the  case ;  there  was,  therefore,  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  recorded. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  asked  whether  it 
might  be  recorded  that  the  member  of  the  Council 
referred  to  had  not  been  allowed  the  right  of  reply. 

The  Chairman  said  he  could  not  put  that  on 
the  minutes,  but  Mrs.  Fenwick  could  make  a 
statement  if  she  wished. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  did  not  desire  to  do  so,  but 
thought  the  minutes  should  be  a  correct  record  of 
what  took  place. 

Correspondence. 

Registration  in  the  Crown  Colonies. 

The    Chairman    reported    a    letter    from    Sir 

Herbert  Read,  a  Secretary  at  the  Colonial  Office, 

in  reference  to  registration  in  the  Dominions  and 

Crown  Colonies.     He  (the  Chairman)  was  in  some 
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difficulty  as  to  the  letter  which  he  undertook  to 
write  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
as  he  was  unable  to  procure  a  list  of  the  Crown 
Colonies. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick  said  that  in  regard 
to  the  self-governing  Dominions — Canada,  India, 
Australia,  South  Africa  and  New  Zealand — 
information  as  to  their  laws  was  available.  But 
in  Crown  Colonies,  which  were  not  entirely  self- 
governing,  it  was  important  to  ask  the  kind 
consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Colonies  to 
have  legislation  introduced  to  make  it  possible 
for  nurses  in  the  Crown  Colonies  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  provision  of  the  Acts  for  reciprocal 
Registration. 

The  Chairman  asked  if  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
Council  to  ask  the  Colonial  Secretary  of  State  to 
take  some  steps  to  secure  legislation  in  the  Crown 
Colonies. 

This  was  agreed. 

The   Association    of    Poor   Law   Unions. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Association  of  Poor  Law  Unions  saying  that  the 
Council  of  the  Union  had  now  considered  the 
Examination  Syllabus.  They  considered  it  im- 
portant that  the  first  compulsory  Examination 
which  it  was  proposed  should  be  held  in  1924 
should  not  be  held  until  1925,  and  that,  in  any 
event,  the  Examination  Syllabus  should  define  the 
limits  of  knowledge  which  nurses  should  be  expected 
to  have. 

They  also  asked  for  an  opportunity  of  consulting 
with  the  Council  before  the  Examination  Syllabus 
was  finally  adopted.  The  Council  has  consulted 
the  Training  Schools  before  the  Syllabus  of  Training 
was  adopted,  and  it  was  felt  the  same  course  should 
be  taken  in  regard  to  the  Examination  Syllabus. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  date  1924  had  been 
fixed  in  the  Rules. 

Dr.  Goodall  said  there  was  a  misapprehension 
as  to  the  former  Conference.  It  was  a  Conference 
of  Matrons,  Sister-Tutors,  and  others.  This 
proposal  came  from  another  body,  the  Association 
of  Poor  Law  Unions.  The  Council  had  interviewed 
a  Deputation  from  that  body,  and  the  promise  had 
been  given  them  that  they  should  be  consulted 
before  the  Examination  Syllabus  was  issued. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  enquired  whether  the 
Council  understood  what  body  it  was  dealing  with. 
It  was  representative  of  the  Employers  of  Nurses, 
and  the  Guardians  of  every  Union  of  England  and 
Wales  were  represented  upon  it.  She  moved  that 
a  Deputation  from  the  Association  of  Poor  Law 
Unions  be  received. 

Miss  Dowbiggin  seconded  the  motion. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  enquired  whether  other 
bodies  should  not  be  included. 

The  Chairman  considered  that  the  Training 
Schools  of  the  Voluntary  Hospitals  should  be 
invited  to  send  representatives. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  enquired  whether  it  would  not 
be  more  useful  if  the  Deputation  were  to  meet  the 
Education  Committee. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  then  moved  an  Amendment 
to  her  Resolution,  providing  that  the  Deputation 


meet  the  Education  Committee,  rather  than  the 
Council,  in  the  following  form  : — 

"That  the  Education  Committee  be  empowered  to 
arrange  a  Conference,  or  Conferences,  with  representatives 
of  the  Training  Schools,  both  of  the  larger  and  smaller  group 
and  with  representatives  of  the  Association  of  Poor  Law 
Unions,  in  order  to  discuss  the  proposed  Syllabus  of  Examina- 
tion." 

This  was  seconded  by  the  Rev.  G.  B.  Cronshaw, 
who  thought  that  much  misunderstanding  would 
be  avoided  by  holding  such  a  Conference. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  enquired  whether  the 
Minister  of  Health  could  not  be  asked  when  the 
Syllabus  of  Training  would  be  considered,  as  it  had 
been  held  up  many  months.  She  thought  the 
Syllabus  for  the  Examinations  should  be  based  on 
the  Syllabus  of  Training. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  quite  approved  of  the 
Education  Committee  calling  the  Conference,  but 
concluded  that  any  Member  of  the  Council  would 
be  allowed  to  attend  and  take  part. 

The  Chairman  said  certainly,  there  was  no 
reason  to  exclude  anybody. 

Miss  Macdonald  enquired  whether  members  of 
the  Council  other  than  those  of  the  Education 
Committee  would  be  allowed  to  vote,  and  received 
a  reply  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Amendment  was  put  to  the  Meeting  and 
carried,  and  it  was  then  carried  as  a  substantive 
motion. 

Letter  from  the  Minister  of  Health. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Minister  of  Health 
agreeing  to  Forms  V.  and  VI.  for  use  in  dealing 
with  applications  under  the  latter  part  of  Rule  9A. 

Miss  MacCallum  enquired  whether  copies  of 
the  Forms  were  sent  to  Scotland.  It  was  done  the 
last  time. 

The  Chairman  replied  in  the  negative. 

Letter  from  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
A  further  letter  was  received  from  Mr.  Secretary 
Churchill,  reporting  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  Canada  stating  that  there  was  no  law  for  the 
Registration  of  Nurses  throughout  the  Dominion, 
but  certain  of  th^  Provinces  had  laws  of  their  own. 

Letter  from  the  Registered  Nurses'  Parlia- 
mentary Council. 
The  Chairman  reported  that  a  copy  of  the 
following  Resolution,  which  had  been  forwarded 
to  the  Minister  of  Health,  had  been  received  from 
the  Registered  Nurses'  Parliamentary  Council. 

"  That  the  members  of  the  Registered  Nurses' 
Parliamentary  Council  very  strongly  object  that 
Registered  Nurses  should  be  compelled  to  finance  the 
attendance  and  other  expenses  of  the  lay  and  medical 
members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales,  whom  they  do  not  elect,  especially  as  these 
persons  have  now  monopolised  so  much  power  on  the 
Standing  Committees,  to  the  exclusion  of  expert 
nurses,  and  in  some  instances  have  to  attend  such 
Committees  weekly  from  long  distances,  instead  of  the 
monthly  Council  meetings  only. 

"  And  as  such  expenses  are  a  very  serious  tax  upon 
the  limited  resources  of  the  Registered  Nurses,  this 
Council  petitions  the  Minister  of  Health  to  take  into 
consideration,  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  the  advis- 
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ability  of  the  expenses  of  the  nominated  lay  and 
medical  members  of  the  Council  being  charged  to  his 
Department." 

Resignation  of  Dr.  Bostock  Hill. 

The  Chairman  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  Bostock 
Hill,  tendering  his  resignation,  as  he  now  lived  in 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  the  distance  was  too  great 
for  him  to  attend  the  Council  meetings. 

Report  of  the  Education  and   Examination 
Committee. 

In  the  absence  of  Miss  Lloyd  Still,  Chairman  of 
the  Education  and  Examination  Committee,  Miss 
A.  DowBiGGiN  moved  that  its  Report  be  received. 

The  Committee  met  on  April  20th,  May  4th, 
and  May  nth. 

1.  To  report  that  the  resolution  with  regard  to 
the  conditions  required  for  General  and  Poor  Law 
Hospitals  to  be  recognised  as  training  schools  for 
nurses,  referred  back  by  the  Council  on  March  17th 
was  still  under  consideration. 

2.  To  report  that  the  Committee  received  a 
deputation  on  May  4th  from  the  Central  Committee 
for  the  Care  of  Cripples,  consisting  of  Sir  Henry 
Gauvain,  Medical  Superintendent,  and  Miss 
Robertson,  Matron,  of  Lord  Mayor  Treloar 
Cripples'  Hospital ;  Miss  Hunt,  Superintendent, 
Shropshire  Orthopaedic  Hospital ;  Professor  Lyle 
Cummins,  P.M.O.,  King  Edward  VII  Welsh 
National  Memorial  Association  for  the  Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis ;  Dr.  Barrie  Lambert,  C.B.E., 
D.P.H.,  Hon.  Secretary,  Central  Committee  for 
the  Care  of  Cripples. 

This  Committee  had  forwarded  in  February 
the  following  resolutions  passed  at  a  conference 
held  on  December  7th,  1921,  to  discuss  the  nursing 
needs  of  the  Orthopaedic  Hospitals. 

Resolution  i. 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Conference,  the 
attention  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  should 
be  respectfully  directed  to  the  nursing  needs  of 
special  hospitals,  and  to  the  desirability  of  allowing 
some  reduction  in  the  period  of  training  in  general 
•  hospitals  required  by  probationers  who  have  been 
previously  trained  in  special  hospitals,  and  have 
proved  their-  competence  by  examination  in 
accordance  with  the  syllabus  drawn  up  by  the 
General  Nursing  Council. 

Resolution  ii. 

That  the  probationary  nurses  in  special  hospitals, 
who  have  proved  their  competence  by  passing 
an  examination  according  to  the  syllabus  drawn 
up  by  the  General  Nursing  Council,  and  who 
have  conformed  to  conditions  of  training  laid 
down  by  the  General  Nursing  Council,  should 
also  be  registered,  the  names  of  their  speciality 
and  of  their  training  school  being  added  to  their 
registration. 

To  recommend  with  regard  to  Resolution  i  : — 

"That  nurses  trained  in  special  liospitals — including 
Orthopaedic — be  eligible  for  registration  on  the  General 
Part  of  the  Register  if  they  have  had  two  years  subsequent 
training  in  a  General  or  Poor  Law  Hospital  approved  by 
the  Council." 


With  regard  to  Resolution  11  it  was  pointed  out 
that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Council  to  add 
to  the  Supplementary  Registers,  but  that  the 
resolution  would  be  placed  before  the  Council. 

Discussion  on  the  Education  Report. 

On  Clause  II  Miss  Dowbiggin  said  that  Sir 
Henry  Gauvain  made  a  strong  plea  for  the  regis- 
tration of  Nurses  trained  in  special  hospitals.  The 
recognition  of  training  in  Orthopaedic  hospitals  as 
qualifying  in  part  for  registration  on  the  General 
Register  did  not  get  over  the  whole  of  the  difficulty. 
Both  Sir  Henrj^  Gauvain  and  Miss  Hunt  wanted 
a  separate  Register  of  Nurses  trained  in  the  care 
of  crippled  children.  Sir  Henry  Gauvain  was  of 
opinion  that  nurses  trained  in  this  branch  might 
not  be  able,  from  physical  defects  or  other  reasons, 
to  proceed  to  a  general  training,  who  might  be 
put  on  a  separate  Register. 

Mr.  Christian  said  that  the  Resolution  did  not 
define  what  a  special  hospital  should  be. 

Miss  Worsle.y  enquired  whether  the  resolution 
covered    Hospitals  for  Tuberculosis. 

The  Chairman  did  not  think  these  hospitals 
should  be  included.  The  question  had  not  yet 
been  considered. 

The  Rev.  G.  B.  Cronshaw  said  that  the 
nursing  in  many  Orthopaedic  Hospitals  was 
inadequate. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick  pointed  out  that  the 
fact  that  so  many  special  hospitals  were  asking 
for  a  term  of  two  years'  general  training  for  their 
pupils  was  a  very  serious  Question  for  the  general 
hospitals. 

She  further  proposed  to  leave  out  the  words 
"  special  hospitals — including  "  in  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Education  Committee,  and  add  the 
word  "  Hospitals  "  after  "  Orthopaedic." 

With  this  amendment  the  recommendation  was 
agreed. 

The  Report  was  adopted. 

Report  of  the  Registration  Committee. 

[Abridged.] 

Dr.  Goodall,  Chairman  of  the  Registration 
Committee,  moved  that  his  Report  be  received. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  the  Com- 
mittee has  met  twice — on  April  28th  and  on 
May  12th. 

I.  Letter  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated 
April  12th,  1922,  referring  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  Registration  Committee  adopted  by  the 
Council  at  its  meeting  on  March  17th,  1922 
(referred  to  the  Committee  from  the  meeting  of 
the  CouncU  on  April  21st).  The  recommendation 
is  as  follows  : — 

That  a  recommendation  be  drawn  up  to  the 
Minister  that  when  a  nurse  is  still  in  the  service 
of  the  institution  where  she  was  trained,  the 
reference  of  the  Matron  shall  be  sufficient. 

The  Ministry  referred  the  recommendation  back 
to  the  Council  for  further  consideration. 

The  Committee  recommends 

{a)  That  the  following  addition  to  Rule  8  (i) 
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be  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Health  for  his 
approval : — 

"  But  in  the  case  of  an  applicant  who  is  still  in 
the  service  of  the  institution  in  which  she  received 
her  training,  the  testimonial  of  the  Matron  for  the 
time  being  of  that  institution  as  to  character  and 
professional  efficiency  as  set  forth  in  Form  III 
of  the  Second  Schedule  to  the  Rules,  shall  be 
accepted  in  lieu  of  the  testimonials  furnished  by 
the  three  persons  referred  to  in  the  preceding 
portion  of  this  Rule." 

II.  Letter  from  the  Prison  Commissioners, 
dated  April  8th,  1922,  re  w  Registration  of  Nurses 
in  their  service  (referred  to  the  Committee  from 
the  meeting  of  the  Council  on  April  21st,  1922). 

The  Commissioners  suggested  that  the  regis- 
tration of  these  nurses  should  be  effected  through 
the  medium  of  the  Commissioners.  But  as  there 
is  no  provision  for  this  method  of  registration  in 
the  Rules  the  Committee  has  instructed  the 
Registrar  to  inform  the  Commissioners  that  their 
nurses  should  apply  for  registration  in  the  manner 
laid  down  in  the  Rules. 

III.  Application  of  the  College  of  Nursing, 
Limited,  for  recognition  as  an  organised  body  of 
nurses  under  Rule  9A  (referred  to  the  Committee 
from  the  meeting  of  the  Council  on  April  21st, 
1922). 

The  Committee  recommends 

{b)  That  the  College  of  Nursing,  Limited,  be 
recognised  by  the  Council  under  Rule  9A  as  an 
onganised  body  of  nurses. 

IV.  Registered  Nurses'  Uniform. 

(i)  The  Committee  has  considered  the  letter 
dated  April  25th,  1922,  from  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  Scotland  on  the  question  of  a  common 
uniform  for  nurses  registered  in  the  three  countries 

The  Committee  recommends — 

(c)  That  there  should  be  one  common  uniform 
for  a  registered  nurse  in  whatsoever  country  she 
has  been  registered,  England  and  Wales,  Scotland 
or  Ireland,  but 

{d)  that  the  Badge  and  Buttons  should  be 
distinctive   for   each   country ; 

(e)  that  the  two  foregoing  recommendations  be 
forwarded  to  the  General  Nursing  Councils  for 
Scotland  and  for  Ireland  for  their  opinion. 

2.  The  Council  will  remember  that  at  its  meeting 
on  March  1 7th  last,  approval  was  given  to  certain 
recommendations  of  the  Committee  in  respect  of 
the  uniform.  There  are  still,  however,  certain 
details  to  be  settled,  concerning  which  several 
enquiries  have  been  made  by  nurses.  These  have 
been  considered  by  the  Committee,  which  recom- 
mends— 

(/)  That  the  coat  should  be  of  a  military  shape 
with  a  strap  at  the  back ; 

[g)  That  tenders,  together  with  patterns  of 
material  for  winter  wear  and  for  summer  wear, 
and  designs,  should  be  invited  ;  also  (A)  specimens 
of  buttons  with  either  the  letters  "  E.  and  W." 
in  the  centre,  surrounded  by  a  small  rose  design, 
or  the  words  "  England  and  Wales  "  round  the 
edge  of  the  button  and  a  small  rose  in  the  centre. 


{i)  that  the  hat  should  be  of  a  shape  similar 
to   a  sailor  hat. 

Letters  for  Shoulder  Straps. 

The  Committee  considers  that  it  is  essential 
that  there  should  be  distinctive  letters  for  Nurses 
on  the  General  and  Supplementary  Parts  of  the 
Register.  As  the  Admiralty  has  not  given  per- 
mission for  the  use  of  the  letters    "  R.N." 

The  Committee  recommends — 

{k)  That  the  letters  "S.R.N."  (State  Registered 
Nurse)  be  used  by  the  General  Nurses  ;  "  R.M.N." 
(Registered  Mental  Nurse)  by  the  Mental  Nurses  ; 
"  R.C.N."  (Registered  Children's  Nurse)  by  the 
Sick  Children's  Nurses  ;  and  "  R.F.N."  (Regis- 
tered Fever  Nurse)   by  the  Fever  Nurses. 

Weekly  Statements. 

5.  The  following  weekly  statements,  showing 
the  progress  of  registration  have  been  forwarded 
to   the  Minister  of  Health  : — 

Applications  received   General.  Supp.  Total. 

Week  ending  April  29th . .      146  9  155 

Week  ending  May  6th     ..      188  14  202 

Week  ending  May  13th  ..      148  20  168 

6.  Lists  of  1,121  apphcants  for  registration 
whose  appUcations  have  been  found  to  be  in  con- 
formity with  the  rules  are  appended,  as  also  are 
lists  of  40  applicants  whose  applications  are  not 
in   conformity   with   the  rules. 

The  Committee  recommends — 

(/)  That  the  1,121  applicants  whose  applications 
have  been  found  to  be  in  order  be  approved  for 
registration,  and  that  the  Registrar  be  instructed 
to  enter  their  names  in  the  appropriate  part  of 
the  Register. 

(m)  That  the  appropriate  certificate  be  granted 
to  each  of  these  applicants,  and  that  authority  be 
hereby  given  to  affix  the  Seal  of  the  Council  to 
each    certificate. 

Discussion. 
Matron  the  Sole  Referee. 

In  reference  to  Item  i,  Dr.  Goodall  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  Minister  of  Health  did  not 
understand  the  previous  recommendation  of  the 
Registration  Committee,  and  gave  its  reasons  for 
submitting  another  Resolution  with  similar  intent. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  there  was  no 
evidence  that  the  Minister  did  not  understand. 
He  intimated  that  he  was  prepared  to  accept  the 
testimony  of  the  Matron  as  to  professional  efficiency 
but  was  of  opinion  that  another  name  should 
be  given  as  a  referee  as  to  character.  The  Minister 
evidently  did  not  wish  one  official  to  have  the 
sole  responsibility  of  recommending  a  nurse  for 
admission  to  the  State  Register. 

Miss  MacCallum  thought  the  recommendation 
that  a  Matron's  reference  only  should  be  required 
was  unsatisfactory.  Was  a  nurse  to  be  turned 
down  on  the  ipse  dixit  of  one  official  ?  If  the 
Matron's  report  was  adverse,  was  the  Nurse  to  be 
told  what  was  against  her  ?  The  Matron's  signa- 
ture would  presumably  be  on  the  Nurse's  certifi- 
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cate.  Could  she  then  send  a  further  secret  com- 
munication to  the  Registrar  of  the  Council  of 
which  the  Nurse  had  no  knowledge  ?  If  the 
Nurse  was  informed  of  the  contents  of  the  com- 
munication, she  had  no  objection  to  offer. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  said  it  was  only  proposed  to 
accept  the  Matron  as  sole  referee  when  the  nurse 
was  still  at  work  in  the  hospital  in  which  she  had 
been  trained.  -).. 

Mr.  Christian  said  the  nurse  had  the  alternative 
means  of  making  application  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Dr.  Goodall  said  the  question  had  been  before 
the  Registration  Committee  for  some  time.  Often 
nurses  could  not  get  references  from  any  one  except 
in  the  hospital.  The  Minister  did  object  to  the 
Rule  submitted  to  him,  and  if  he  liked  to  turn 
this   Rule   down   he   must   turn   it   down. 

It  was  then  agreed  to  submit  the  Rule  to  the 
Minister  by  14  votes  to  three. 

Application  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd. 
for  Recognition. 

In  regard  to  Item  III  {b)  the  recommendation 
that  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  should  be 
recognized  by  the  Council  under  Rule  9A  as  an 
organised  body  of  nurses.  Dr.  Goodall  said  it 
was  a  misapprehension  to  suppose  that  nurses 
would  come  in  en  bloc.  There  was  no  such  inten- 
tion.    Nurses  would  apply  individually  as  before. 

Miss  Macdonald  asked  for  how  long  ? 

Dr.  Goodall  said  that  members  of  the  College 
were  still  required  to  furnish  certificates  of  charac- 
ter. The  CouncU  had  no  power  to  arrange  other- 
wise under  Rule  9A. 

Miss  Macdonald  said  they  could  make  a 
Rule  9B. 

Dr.  Goodall  said  it  was  time  enough  to  make 
that  observation  when  such  a  Rule  was  made. 

It  was  quite  obvious  that  a  number  of  members 
of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  would  not  be 
eligible  to  come  on  to  the  State  Register,  because 
their  training  was  insufficient.  Applications  would 
come  before  the  Registration  Committee  and  if 
the  applicants  were  not  eligible  they  would 
be  turned  down.  The  Council  required  a  minimum 
of  one  year's  training.  He  moved  recommenda- 
tion (6). 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  spoke  in  opposition 
to  the  motion,  and,  in  the  first  place  took  very 
strong  exception  to  the  Council  which  was  a 
Statutory  Body  having  to  apply  to  a  limited 
liability  Company  formed  by  laymen  for  the  pro- 
fessional credentials  of  candidates  for  the  Nurses' 
State  Register. 

When  the  new  rules  were  drafted  the  true  object 
of  the  objectionable  Rule  9  a  was  to  associate 
the  CoUege  closely  with  the  Statutory  Council.  If 
that  were  not  so  the  object  of  the  Rule  fell  to  the 
ground.  It  was  time  that  this  rivalry  of  the 
College  with  the  Statutory  Council  should  cease. 
It  swept  across  the  bows  of  the  Registration  Bill 
before  Parliament  at  the  last  moment,  and  was 
now  running  a  rival  Register.  The  Council 
might  very  well  intimate  to  the  College  that  it 
should  cease  to  compete  with  the  Council.  To 
concede  that  the  General  Nursing  Council  could 


not  organize  its  own  Register  was  scandalous. 
The  College  had  not  seen  the  original  certificates  of 
its  members,  and  unless  copies  were  verified  they 
could  not  say  they  were  accurate.  Why  was  the 
Council  to  go  to  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  for 
this  second-hand  information  ?  That  method  was 
most  undignified,  insufficient,  and  inefficient. 
The  Council's  officials  should  verify  certificates 
direct  from  the  training-schools,  and  a  record 
be  filed  in  the  office.  There  would  never  be  peace 
until  the  Council  was  permitted  to  manage  its 
own  affairs  without  interference  from  the  College. 
She  would  vote  against  the  recommendation. 

Miss  MacCallum  said  the  College  was  a  limited 
liability  company,  and  never  once  had  it  had  the 
support  of  any  organised  society  of  nurses.  It  was 
an  Association  of  Employers,  of  hospital  authorities. 
The  Council  would  be  very  ill-advised  to  antagonise 
nurses,  when  it  wished  to  get  them  on  the  Register. 

Miss  Macdonald  said  Dr.  Goodall  had  set  out 
the  Constitution  of  the  College,  but  he  knew  the 
whole  controversy  in  relation  to  it ;  how  its 
Registration  Bill  was  changed  time  after  time  ; 
and  was  aware  of  the  influence  of  the  Matrons  in 
regard  to  it. 

Miss  Cattell  and  Miss  Dowbiggin  having 
taken  part,  and  Miss  MacCallum  having  elicited 
that  the  applications  of  the  Royal  Free  Hospital 
Nurses'  League,  and  the  CoUege  of  Nursing,  Ltd., 
were  the  only  ones  which  had  been  received  for 
recognition  under  the  new  Rule,  the  recom- 
mendation was  voted  upon,  12  voting  for  it  and 
six  against. 

Nurses'  Uniform. 

In  regard  to  the  recommendations  as  to  the 
uniform.  Miss  Villiers  inquired  whether  it  was 
proposed  to  settle  these  at  once.  The  Committee 
had  recommended  a  sailor  hat  which  was  about 
the  most  unbecoming  shape  they  could  have 
decided  upon.  She  thought  a  Uniform  Committee 
had  been  appointed. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  there  was  a 
Uniform  Committee  which  had  met  once,  and 
made  recommendations  which  were  accepted  in 
March.  It  had  not  been  summoned  again.  Had 
it  been  disbanded  ? 

Dr.  Goodall  thought  it  was  a  Sub-Committee 
of  the  Registration  Committee. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  this  was  not  the 
case.  Miss  Cattell  who  was  not  a  member  of  that 
Committee  was  upon  it. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  said  three  other  ladies  had 
been  appointed,  herself.  Miss  Peterkin,  and  Miss 
Coulton. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  thought  it  was  treating 
the  Uniform  Committee  with  extreme  discourtesy 
not  to  notify  the  members  that  it  had  been 
disbanded. 

Miss  Cattell,  who  was  exceedingly  interested 
in  the  subject,  protested  against  the  treatment 
of  the  nurses  in  this  connection. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  thought  it  rather  foolish 
to  decide  upon  the  uniform  without  consulting 
Scotland  and  Ireland. 
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In  regard  to  the  Registered  buttons,  Miss 
Smith  pointed  out  that  the  Welsh  Nurses  would 
not  be  content  with  a  rose,  but  would  want  the 
national  emblem  of  the  leek. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  Male  Nurses  had  been  entirely 
omitted  in  considering  the  distinctive  letters 
to  be  worn  on  the  uniform.  They  usually  were, 
because  they  had  no  representative  on  the  Council. 

P^urther  consideration  of  this  question  was 
referred  back  to  the  Registration  Committee. 

Consideration  of  Applications  for  Registration 
was  deferred  to  the  end  of  the  meeting  so  that 
they  might  be  considered  in  camera. 

The  Report  was  adopted. 

Report  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall,  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  moved  that  the  report  be  received. 

The  Finance  Committee  has  met  once — on  May 
nth,  1922. 

I.  To  recommend  that  the  Bills  and  Claims 
submitted  for  payment  be  approved. 

II.  To  report  that  a  communication  had  been 
received  from  the  Minister  of  Health,  to  the  effect 
that  he  had  appointed  Mr.  Sutherland  Wilkinson, 
Chief  Inspector  of  Audits,  to  audit  the  accounts  of 
the  Council,  and  that  a  fee  for  the  audit,  not 
exceeding  the  cost,  would  be  charged  to  the 
Council. 

III.  To  report  that  on  consideration  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  General  Purposes  Committee,  it 
was  held  that  the  proposal  with  regard  to  the  pay- 
ment during  sickness  should  not  be  considered  by 
the  Council,  so  long  as  the  recommendation  of  the 
Finance  Committee  approved  at  the  last  Council 
meeting  stands  good. 

To  report  that,  pending  the  production  of  a 
Schedule  and  estimate  for  the  permanent  staff,  the 
Committee  is  unable  to  express  an  opinion  on 
Recommendations  II  and  III. 

To  report  the  approval  of  an  additional  type- 
writer, which,  however,  it  is  thought  should  be  a 
new  instrument. 

IV.  To  recommend  that,  prior  to  engagement, 
all  applicants  for  employment  by  the  Council 
shall  produce  a  certificate  of  health. 

V.  To  recommend  that  the  salary  of  Miss 
Harrison,  Chief  Stenographer,  should  be  raised 
to  £^  per  week.     The  Report  was  adopted. 

Report  of  General  Purposes  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Eustace  Hills  presented  the 
Report  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee.  It 
recommended  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  in 
substitution  for  that  referred  back  by  the  Council 
on  April  21st. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  pointed  out  this  was 
out  of  order,  and  should  have  been  sent  up 
through  the  Finance  Committee,  and  it  was 
ultimately  withdrawn. 

The  Chairman  said  that  on  the  general  question 
of  cash  between  two  Committees  a  usual  plan,  and 
one  which  he  proposed  to  adopt  in  the  future,  was 
that  when  business  had  to  come  through  two 
Committees,  both  Committees  should  report,  and 
then  the  two  reports  should  be  considered  together. 


Sir  Jenner  Verrall  raised  no  objection. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  as  this 
Committee  had  so  much  power  in  recommending 
the  expenditure  of  money  it  was  important  that 
proposals  to  do  so  should  be  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee. 

Miss  MacCallum  pointed  out  in  connection 
with  the  engagement  of  a  clerk  to  do  temporary 
work  in  the  Registration  Room,  that  the  clerk 
whom  she  replaced  had  since  returned,  and  that 
nevertheless  her  substitute  had  been  kept  on, 
and  that,  in  fact,  fourteen  instead  of  twelve  clerks 
were  employed  in  the  office  at  the  present  time. 

Mrs.  Hills  assured  the  Council  that  the  Com- 
mittee would  keep  a  very  careful  watch  over 
expenditure. 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  enquired  whether  it  was 
a  fact  that  members  of  the  staff  were  working  on 
Sunday,  and  Dr.  Goodall  said  it  was  a  fact  that 
some  had  been  working  overtime. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  the  office  work 
should  be  properly  organised. 

The  Report,  with  the  exception  of  items  I  and 
III  (withdrawn)  was  adopted. 

Report  of  Mental  Nursing  Committee. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce,  Chairman  of  the  Mental 
Nursing  Committee,  moved  that  his  report  be 
received. 

The  Committee  has  met  once — on  May  3rd. 

I.  To  report  that,  on  that  date  the  Committee 
held  two  conferences,  the  first  with  representatives 
of  the  Mental  Hospitals  Association,  and  the  second 
with  representatives  of  the  leading  institutions  for 
the  training  of  mental  defectives. 

A  brief  report  of  the  proceedings  of  these 
conferences  is  appended. 

II.  To  report  that  with  references  to  the  Minute 
referred  back  to  the  Committee  for  further  con- 
sideration, the  Committee  submit  the  Minute  to  the 
Council  in  the  following  amended  form  : — 

"  That  for  a  period  of  three  years  after  the  first 
examination  held  by  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  registration  on  the  Supplementary  Register  of 
Mental  Nurses,  holders  of  the  Medico-Psycholo- 
gical Association  Certificate  of  Proficiency  in 
Mental  Nursing,  be  eligible  for  the  General  Nursing 
Council  examination,  for  admission  to  the  General 
Register,  if  they  have  had  two  years  additional 
training  in  a  General  Hospital  or  Poor  Law  In- 
firmary approved  by  the  Council." 

III.  To  report  that  the  Draft  Syllabus  and 
Schedule  of  training  is  now  almost  ready,  and  the 
Committee  hope  to  be  in  a  position  to  submit  it  to 
the  Council  for  approval  in  June. 

Report  to  Council  of  Conference  on  Mental 
Nursing  and  the  Training  of  Nurses  for 
Mental  Defectives.  Wednesday,  May  3rd, 
1922,  at  10.30  a.m.,  and  2.30  p.m. 

MORNING    SESSION. 
Visitors  Present. 
Representatives  of  the  Mental  Hospitals  Association. 
Lieut. -Colonel  E.  Goodall,  C.B.E.,  M.D.,  Medical 
Superintendent  Cardiff  City  Mental  Hospital. 
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Colonel  Simpson,  C.B.E.,  M.D.,  Medical  Superin- 
tendent Winwick  Mental  Hospital. 

E.  C.  Graves,  Esq.,  B.Sc,  B.S.,  F.R.C.S.,  M.D., 
Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Birmingham  City 
Hospital. 

Miss  A.  L.  Williams,  Matron  City  of  London 
Mental  Hospital. 

Mr.  H.  Howes,  Chief  Male  Nurse,  Tooting  Bee 
Mental  Hospital. 

Charles   Fitch,   Esq.,   Secretary  of  the  Mental 
Hospitals  Association. 
Committee  Members. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce.         Miss  Seymour  Yapp . 

Dr.  Goodall.  Mr.  Christian. 

Miss  Dowbiggin. 

Introductory  Remarks. 

The  Chairman,  Dr.  Bedford  Pierce,  after  wel- 
coming the  representatives,  pointed  out  that,  as 
the  Syllabus  had  not  yet  received  the  approval  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council  or  of  the  Minister  of 
Health,  there  would  be  time  to  make  any  altera- 
tions which  might  be  found  to  be  necessary,  and  the 
Council  would  welcome  observations  and  sug- 
gestions. Dr.  Graves,  speaking  on  behalf  of  his 
colleagues,  said  that  they  enthusiastically  ap- 
proved of  the  Syllabus,  but  he  wished  to  draw 
attention  to  certain  difficulties  which  had  occurred 
to  him  in  connection  with  the  training  of  Mental 
Nurses  under  the  conditions  laid  down  by  the 
Council.  He  would  suggest  an  examination  at  the 
end  of  each  year,  instead  of  one  only  at  the  end  of 
the  course  as  apparently  proposed  by  the  Council. 
The  Chairman  explained  that  the  CouncU  was  in 
full  sympathy  with  this,  but  that  at  present  there 
were  difficulties  in  organising  these  additional 
examinations,  amongst  which  are  the  ques- 
tion of  expense  and  the  extra  work  it  would 
involve. 

Dr.  Graves  then  raised  two  important  questions 
which  the  Chairman  said  should  have  careful 
consideration.  One  was  the  legal  standing  of  a 
nurse  and  the  limits  of  her  responsibility  in  relation 
to  her  work.  The  second  was  the  division  of  a 
*  Mental  Hospital  into  sections  so  that  the  training 
should  be  comprehensive.  It  was  suggested  that 
on  page  8  of  the  Schedule  the,  note  at  the  top 
should  specify  which  departments  of  the  hospital 
should  be  deemed  essential  for  training. 

Several  other  points  were  raised,  which  the 
Chairman  explained  had  already  received  con- 
sideration by  the  Committee. 

The  Schedule  of  training  was  carefully  considered, 
and  approved  with  one  exception — the  addition  of 
the  words  "  Continuous  Warm  Baths  "  on  page  4 
of  the  Schedule. 

Mr.  Fitch  suggested  that  some  help  might  be 
obtained  towards  the  expense  of  examinations 
from  local  authorities,  if  the  Minister  of  Health 
approved,  and  that  a  recommendation  might  be 
sent  to  the  Board  of  Education  on  the  subject  of 
Preliminary  Training  Schools. 

Mr.  Christian  referred  to  the  present  system  of 
examining   the   candidates,    and   the   Conference 


generally  agreed  that  it  was  desirable  that 
examinations  should  be  conducted  by  outside 
examiners. 

There  was  some  discussion  about  the  lack  of 
education  of  many  of  the  probationers,  and  it  was 
explained  that  the  Syllabus  was  intended  to  be 
within  the  capacity  of  the  woman  with  an  elemen- 
tary education.  There  was  general  agreement  as 
to  the  desirability  of  prelimiary  schools  for  those 
about  to  become  probationers. 

The  Chairman  thanked  the  representatives  for 
their  helpful  attitude,  and  Mr.  Fitch,  speaking  for 
his  Association,  said  that  the  members  of  that 
Association  would  do  their  utmost  to  raise  the 
standard  of  Mental  Nursing  in  England. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 
Visitors   Present. 

Representatives  of  Hospitals  for  Mental  Defectives  : — - 

Dr.  W.  H.  Coupland,  Medical  Superintendent, 
Royal  Albert  Institution,  Lancaster. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Sherlock,  Medical  Superintendent, 
Darenth  Training  Colony,  Dartford,  Kent. 

Dr.   F.   Douglas  Turner,  M.B.,  Medical  Super- 
intendent,   Royal    Eastern    Counties    Institution, 
Colchester. 
Not  able  to  be  present : — 

Dr.  Rees  Thomas,  Medical  Superintendent, 
Rampton  State  Institution,  Retford. 

Dr.  S.  Caldecott,  Medical  Superintendent,  Royal 
Earlswood  Institution,  RedhUl,  Surrey. 

Dr.  F.  A.  Gill,  Medical  Superintendent,  Calder- 
stones,  Whalley,  Blackburn. 

The  Chairman  said  that  he  was  particularly  glad 
to  meet  these  gentlemen,  as  no  one  on  the  Council 
had  any  experience  of  their  special  work,  and  their 
advice  would  be  most  valuable.  The  Syllabus  was 
gone  through  carefully,  and  it  was  decided  to 
eliminate  altogether  Section  X,  as  not  being  suit- 
able for  the  training  of  nurses  for  mental  defec- 
tives ;  in  this  way  reverting  to  the  regulations  of 
the  Medico-Psychological  Association  for  the  train- 
ing of  nurses  for  mental  defectives.  A  few  minor 
alterations  were  proposed  in  the  other  sections. 

Dr.  Sherlock  referred  to  the  difficulty  which 
might  arise  if  hospitals  decided  that  their  nurses 
could  not  work  through  the  Syllabus  and  con- 
tinued to  grant  their  own  certificate.  He  also 
spoke  of  the  old-established  officers  who  were  not 
able  to  pass  the  examination  of  the  M.P.A.,  and 
asked  what  their  position  would  be.  The  Chair- 
man assured  him  that  all  bona  fide  nurses  would  be 
accepted  for  registration  if  they  had  had  three 
years'  experience  prior  to  November,  19 19,  in  an 
Institution  approved  by  the  Council, 

Discussion. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  pointed  out  that  the 
recommendation  that  the  Medico-Psychological 
Association  certificate  should  be  accepted  for 
three  years  after  the  State  Examination  was  in 
force,  made  it  possible  for  it  to  hold  examinations 
concurrently  with  the  Council  for  one  year.  She 
proposed  to  insert  the  words  "  obtained  prior  to 
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the  First  State  Examination  "  before  the  words 
"  be  eligible," 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  accepted  this  amendment 
and  the  recommendation  was  agreed. 

The  Report  was  adopted. 

Resolution. 

The  Scrutiny  of  Applications  for 
Registration. 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  then  moved  : — 
"  That,  as  four  out  of  twenty  applications  for  registration, 
passed  as  eligible  by  the  Council  on  April  21st,  and  since 
scrutinised,  have  been  foimd  not  to  conform  to  the  Statutory 
Rules,  the  instruction  to  the  Registration  Committee, 
granting  discretion  to  the  Registrar,  passed  by  the  Coimcil 
on  Febriiary  1 7th,  1 922,  be  rescinded,  and  the  former  instruc- 
tion, passed  on  July  14  th,  1921,  directmg  the  Registration 
Committee  to  consider  applications  and  scrutinise  testimon- 
ials  before  recommending  them  to  the  Council  for  approval, 
be  substituted  for  it ;  so  that  a  correct  Register  may  be 
compiled,  in  conformity  with  the  Statutory  Rules,  and  the 
Council  be  saved  the  risk  of  litigation  under  Section  8  (2) 
of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act,  1919." 

In  moving  the  Resolution,  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  said  that  it  was  within  the  memory  of 
the  Council  that  at  its  last  meeting  a  large  number 
of  applications  for  Registration  were  recommended 
as  "  in  order."  She  had  asked  at  the  time  whether 
the  Registration  Committee  had  considered  the 
applications  of  nurses  with  conjoint  certificates, 
to  which  a  reply  was  given  that  the  Rules  had 
been  complied  with.  She  then  asked  whether  the 
Applications  were  in  the  room  for  reference  if  neces- 
sary, and  was  informed  that  they  were  not,  and 
she  then  gave  notice  that  she  would  scrutinise 
certain  of  these  Applications  at  the  office. 

In  accordance  with  Rule  49  she  examined 
twenty  of  the  Applications  with  conjoint  certi- 
ficates passed  by  the  Council  on  April  21st, 
recommended  as  "  having  been  found  to  be  in 
order  "  ;  she  found  that  four  of  these  did  not 
conform  to  the  new  Statutory  Rule.  The  Council 
had  decided  that  to  be  eligible  for  registration 
applicants  must  hold  a  conjoint  three  years' 
certificate  of  training  in  a  hospital  for  men  and 
a  hospital  for  women,  not  less  than  two  years' 
training  in  one,  and  twelve  months'  in  the 
other.  She  considered  the  fact  that  four  appli- 
cations out  of  twenty  which  were  out  of  order 
had  been  passed  by  the  Council  for  Registra- 
tion proof  positive  of  the  need  for  further 
scrutiny.  It  was  impossible  that  all  this  detailed 
work  should  be  done  by  the  Registrar.  The  Rule 
was  distinct,  requiring  twelve  months'  training 
in  a  women's  hospital,  and  the  fact  that  in  four 
instances  out  of  twenty  it  had  been  disregarded 
and  applicants  recommended  with  only  six  months' 
training,  was  proof  of  the  undesirability  of  handing 
over  the  compilation  of  the  Register  to  one  official 
without  supervision. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  enquired  whether  these  four 
ladies  had  been  notified  that  their  applications 
had  been  accepted.  She  considered  the  position 
most  dangerous.  She  maintained  the  present  lack 
of  supervision  by  the  Registration  Committee  was 


neglect  of  a  public  duty,  and  that  a  system  which 
permitted  such  violation  of  Statutory  Rules  ought 
not  to  be  condoned  by  the  Council ;  a  system 
should  be  in  force  which  would  protect  the  Council 
from  litigation.  No  official  could  be  penalised  as 
the  result  of  errors.     The  Council  was  responsible. 

Miss  MacCallum  seconded  the  Resolution  and 
enquired  whether  all  the  applications  were  scrutin- 
ised by  the  Registrar,  or  by  clerks  in  the  office. 

Dr.  Goodall,  Chairman  of  the  Registration 
committee,  said  that  the  Registrar  scrutinised 
everj'  one.  As  to  the  four  applications  to  which 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  had  referred  he  would 
admit  straight  away  that  they  did  not  conform 
to  the  Rules.  The  ladies  in  question  had  not  been 
informed  that  their  applications  had  been  accepted, 
and,  if  necessary,  they  need  not  be  so  informed. 

Dr.  Goodael  proceeded  to  inform  the  Council 
that  all  these  particular  forms  had  been  scrutinised 
by  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  put  on  one  side,  and 
deferred  for  the  passing  of  the  new  Rule.  The 
Registrar  did  not  go  through  them.  If  any 
mistake  had  occurred  it  was  not  due  to  the 
Registrar,  who,  naturally,  did  not  think  of  going 
beyond  what  the  late  Chairman  had  done. 

One  other  point.  The  Instruction  of  the 
Council  of  July  14th,  1921,  did  not  "  direct  "  but 
"  authorised  "  the  Registration  Committee  to 
consider  applications  and  scrutinise  testimonials. 
The  subsequent  proceedings  were  rather  peculiar. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  members  of  the  Council  who 
were  not  members  of  the  Registration  Committee 
came  and  took  part  in  the  work.* 

The  mover  of  the  Resolution  had  suggested  that 
the  Council  might  run  some  risk  of  a  lawsuit  under 
Section  8  (2)  of  the  Nurses  Registration  Act,  but 
that  Section  was  governed  by  the  word  "  wUfuUy," 
and  unless  "  wilful  "  alteration  could  be  proved 
any  action  at  law  would  fall  to  the  ground.  This 
suggestion  was,  therefore,  a  mare's  nest. 

All  people  were  liable  to  make  mistakes — even 
the  late  Chairman  of  the  Registration  Committee. 
Out  of  persons  put  on  the  Register  during  the 
time  she  held  office,  there  were  several  who, 
strictly  speaking,  were  not  eligible  to  go  on.  A 
nurse  who  had  had  previous  training  in  an  Eye 
Institution,  and  was  then  in  a  General  Hospital 
from  1918-1919,  but  had  not  had  the  necessary 
subsequent  experience,  had  gone  on  the  Register 
absolutely  against  the  Rules.  A  nurse  who  had 
had  three  years'  training  in  an  Infirmary,  and 
only  completed  that  training  in  1920,  had  been 
put  on  as  an  "  Existing  Nurse,"  and  so  had  got 
off  with  paying  one  guinea  instead  of  the  two 
guineas  she  should  have  paid  as  an  Intermediate 
Nurse.  A  lady  trained  for  three  years  in  a 
hospital  for  men,  and  elsewhere  for  one  year,  was 
also  registered.  He  was  not  going  to  blame  the 
Registration  Committee,  or  its  late  Chairman. 
Everybody  was  fallible.     Mistakes  had  occurred, 

*  The  authorisation  of  the  Council  that  members 
should  take  part  in  scrutinising  Applications  are 
recorded  on  the  Minutes  of  Meetings  of  the  Council, 
October  28th  and  November  i8th,  1921. — Ed. 
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and  would  occur,  sooner  or  later.  He  wished  to 
point  this  moral  that  if  more  people  were  employed 
more  mistakes  occurred. 

Miss  Macdonald  said  she  could  not  sit  at  the 
table  and  hear  this  resolution  proposed  without 
rising  to  support  it.  She  felt  very  strongly  on 
this  matter,  and  was  much  opposed  to  the  sole 
power  of  examining  apjplications  and  scrutinising 
testimonials  being  placed  in  the  hands  of  one 
person,  who  was  not  a  member  of  the  Council,  and 
who  was  also  responsible  for  all  the  organisation  of 
the  office. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  said  he  was  absent  at 
the  last  meeting,  but,  when  the  Council  passed 
the  new  Resolution  giving  discretion  to  the 
Registrar,  they  did  it  because  they  thought  it 
a  safe  thing  to  do,  to  secure  that  proper  people 
were  admitted  to  the  Register.  He  was  immensely 
surprised  that  she  should  admit  this  accusation 
for  the  Resolution  was  an  accusation.  It  accused 
her  of  examining  certain  applications,  and  of 
recommending  for  Registration  persons  whose 
applications  did  not  conform  to  the  Rules. 

His  first  point  in  regard  to  this  accusation  against 
an  official  was  that  the  right  number  of  applications 
not  in  order  was  not  4  out  of  20,  but  4  out  of  807. 
His  second  point  was  an  exact  endorsement  of 
that  put  forward  by  Dr.  Goodall.  The  presenta- 
tion of  the  four  applications  to  the  Council  for 
approval  was  deferred'  until  a  new  Rule  was 
approved  by  the  Minister,  which  it  was  anticipated 
would  cover  these  cases.  Therefore,  he  said  that 
the  Registrar  was  abundantly  justified.  If  the 
situation  was  not  proof  of  human  fallibility  in  one 
direction,  it  was  proof  of  human  fallibility  in 
another. 

Then  at  what  stage  did  the  mover  of  the  present 
Resolution  draw  attention  to  these  applications  ? 
At  the  meeting  ?  There  was  an  English  custom 
known  as  "  playing  the  game."  Was  it  playing 
the  game  when  you  knew,  or  suspected,  that 
applications  were  not  in  order  to  allow  the  Council 
to  pass  them  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  cheap 
triumph  at  the  expense  of  an  official  who  could 
not  defend  herself  ?  He  spoke  strongly,  but  he 
felt  strongly.  He  regretted  the  methods  adopted  ; 
he  recognised  the  services  rendered  to  the  cause 
of  Registration  in  the  past,  but  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  see  an  attack  made  upon  an  official  in 
terms  which  were  not  just.* 

Miss  Seymour  Yapp  said  she  spoke  as  a  woman 
responsible  to  a  public  body.  She  knew  that  an 
official  might  come  to  a-  condition  when  she  could 
scarcely  do  her  work  accurately. 

She  wanted  to  know  why  the  work  was  in  such 
a  mess,  and  she  went  to  the  office  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  to  enquire.  She  found  that  the 
Register  had  been  declared  open,  and  over  a 
thousand  applications  came  in  before  they  were 
ready  to  be  dealt  with.  There  would  be  mista^ces 
in  the  future,   but   she  hoped  that  every  time 

*  Sir  Jenner  Verrall  was  not  present  at  the 
Council  meeting,  and  his  statements  and  deductions  are 
entirely  inaccurate. — Ed. 


a  mistake  was  made  it  would  not  be  dealt  with  in 
this  way. 

Miss  Steele  said  that  if  they  found  persistent 
mistakes  they  might  change  the  Registrar. 

Miss  Swiss  said  that  the  office  staff  worked  to 
the  limit  of  their  capacity.  If  an  error  of  judg- 
ment had  been  made  they  must  realise  that  the 
Registrar  was  overworked. 

Miss  Cox  Davies  thought  that  the  action  of 
the  Council  in  putting  things  in  the  hands  of  one 
official  was  justified.  The  lesson  of  this  discussion 
was  that  the  Instruction,  was  right  in  putting  the 
consideration  of  applications  in  the  hands  of  one 
responsible  officer. 

Miss  DowBiGGiN  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  Registrar  had  been  too  courteous  to  the  late 
Chairman  in  not  reconsidering  applications  which 
she  had  already  examined.  She  asked  e very- 
member  of  the  CouncU  to  draw  attention  to  it. 

A  Disgraceful  Perversion  of  the  Truth. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  denied  absolutely 
that  the  twenty  appUcations  to  which  the  resolu- 
tion referred,  had  been  "  scrutinised."  by  her 
as  Chairman  of  the  Registration  Committee. 
Whenever  an  application  with  a  conjoint  certificate 
had  come  before  her  she  had  referred,  not  deferred, 
it  until  such  time  as  a  new  Rule  was  passed  under 
which  it  could  be  considered.  None  of  these 
applications  had  been  recommended  to  the 
Registration  Committee  during  her  term  of  office. 
She  called  for  the  lists  and  for  the  shps,  which 
would  prove  her  statement.  The  excuse  put  forward 
in  regard  to  them  was  a  disgraceful  pervarsion  of 
the  truth. 

All  applications  from  nurses  with  conjoint 
certificates  were  put  aside  for  consideration  untU 
a  Rule  was  agreed  by  the  Minister  concerning 
them.  Before  this  Rule  was  approved  she  had 
been  ejected  from  the  Registration  Committee. 
From  that  time  the  Registrar  had  been  given 
absolute  power  and  was  responsible  for  scrutinising 
papers  and  recommending  applications  for  regis- 
tration, without  inspection  by  the  Registration 
Committee ;  in  the  cases  alluded  to  she  had 
presumably  neglected  this  duty. 

In  regard  to  the  other  cases  mentioned  by  Dr. 
Goodall,  she  pointed  out  that  none  of  them  were 
passed  without  reference  to  the  Registration 
Committee,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  Every 
application  and  the  forms  and  references  were  in 
the  room  for  its  scrutiny.  She  desired  to  empha- 
sise that  point. 

As  for  the  attack  upon  her  all  round  the  room 
by  those  responsible  for  the  new  system,  it  was 
too  contemptible  to  reply  to  in  detail.  She 
maintained  that  the  Council  had  done  what  was 
indefensible  in  making  an  official  instead  of  the 
Registration  Committee  responsible  for  verifying 
and  recommending  applications  for  registration  to 
the  CouncU.  She  declined  to  be  intimidated,  and 
made  the  scapegoat  for  the  Registrar's  errors. 

If  that  was  the  method  supported  by  the 
Council  in  dealing  with  those  who  endeavoured 
to  secure  the  accuracy  of  the  Register,  it  became 
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a  veritable  Star  Chamber,  and  other  means  must 
be  taken  to  have  the  Register  made  correct. 

The  resohition  was  then  put  to  the  meeting, 
when  six  voted  for  it  and  ten  against  it. 

Other    Business. 

Vacancies  on  Standing  Committees. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  fill  vacancies  on 
the  Standing  Committees. 

Education  Committee  (two  vacancies). — Miss 
Cox-Davies  was  elected  to  replace  Dr.  Bostock 
Hill,  resigned.  Miss  Villiers  was  nominated  by 
Miss  Cox-Davies,  without  her  consent,  to  replace 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  resigned. 

Registration  Committee  (two  vacancies). — Miss 
Sparshott  and  Miss  Steele  were  elected  to  replace 
Miss  Cattell  and  Mr.  Christian,  resigned. 

Mental  Nursing  Committee  (one  vacancy). — Miss 
Swiss  was  elected  to  replace  Miss  MacCallum, 
resigned. 

General  Purposes  Committee  (one  vacancy) . — Miss 
Coulton  was  elected  to  replace  Miss  Villiers, 
resigned. 

The  meeting  then  terminated. 


DISGRACEFUL    PERVERSION    OF    THE 
TRUTH. 

We  invite  our  readers  to  study  very  caie- 
fully  the  report  on  the  Resolution  on  the 
Scrutiny  of  Applications  for  Registration  pro- 
posed by  Mrs.  Fenwick  at  the  Meeting  of  the 
General  Nursing-  Council  for  England  and 
Wales,  held  on  May  19th  Inst.  The  disgrace- 
ful perversion  of  the  truth,  and  the  violent  per- 
sonal attacks  made  upon  her  by  members  of 
the  Council,  are  matters  of  importance  to  the 
whole  Nursing  Profession. 

As  this  is  not  the  first  time  that  the  dis- 
organisation in  compiling  the  Register  has 
been  falsely  attributed  to  Mrs.  Bedford  Fen- 
wick, she  is  determined  to  suffer  no  further 
secret  and  treacherous  detraction  at  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  or  persecution  in  the  per- 
formance of  her  public  duty  from  those  respon- 
sible for  the  mismanagement  of  the  State 
Register.  The  matter  will  be  fully  discussed 
in  our  next  issue. 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF 
NURSES. 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  quote  the  following 
paragraph  from  the  South  A  frican  Nursing  Record, 
the  official  organ  of  the  South  African  Trained 
Nurses'  Association. 

"  The  International  Council  of  Nurses  meet  in 
Copenhagen  in  May.  For  the  first  time  the  South 
African  Trained  Nurses'  Association  will  be 
represented  at  this  gathering  of  nurses  from  all  over 
the  world,  and  our  representation  is  in  the  capable 


hands  of  Miss  J.  C.  Child.  We  could  not  have 
found  anyone  with  a  greater  idea  of  the  tradition  of 
our  calling,  or  a  more  zealous  care  for  its  privileges, 
rights  and  duties.  We  are  in  good  hands  indeed, 
and  we  feel  that  the  position  of  South  African 
nurses  will  be  enhanced  in  the  eyes  of  their  overseas 
colleagues  when  this  conference  is  finished.  Of 
course,  we  are  not  affiliated  to  the  International 
Council  yet,  but  we  hope  to  apply  for  affiliation 
this  year,  and  then  we  shall  take  our  place  as  a 
fully-fledged  member  of  a  Parliament  that  repre- 
sents the  common  aims  and  aspirations  of  our 
great  profession  in  every  civilised  country  of  the 
world.     Such  is  our  right  and  our  duty." 

We  can  onlj^-  hope  that  the  constitution,  &c.,  of 
the  S. A. T.N. A.,  which  has  been  taken  to  Copen- 
hagen by  Miss  Child,  will  be  in  time  to  secure 
consideration.  As  we  have  said  before  we  must 
have  the  South  African  nurses  and  the  Australian 
Nurses  affiliated  to  the  International  before  it  can 
rank  as  thoroughly  representative.  Our  Do- 
minions are  Nations  now. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

The  General  Nursing  Council  and  Nurses' 
Training. 

Captain  Ainsworth  asked  the  Minister  of  Health 
whether,  in  considering  the  recent  decision  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales 
which  recommended  that  no  hospital  should  be 
recognised  as  a  training  school  for  nurses  unless 
possessing  100  beds,  he  would  take  into  account 
the  particular  circumstances  of  each  hospital 
before  agreeing  to  any  such  rule  as  that  desired 
by  the  General  Nursing  Council. 

Mr.  Parker  (Lord  of  the  Treasury)  replied  : 
My  right  hon.  friend  has  asked  me  to  reply  to  this 
question.  No  rule  on  this  subject  has  yet  been 
submitted  for  his  approval,  and  until  he  has  had 
an  opportunity  of  considering  its  precise  terms 
it  would  be  premature  to  make  any  statement. 

THE  CENTRAL  COMMITTEE  FOR  THE 
CARE  OF  CRIPPLES. 

The  Central  Committee  for  the  Care  of  Cripples 
founded  in  December,  192 1,  under  the  Chairman- 
ship of  Sir  Robert  Jones,  K.B.E.,  C.B.,  F.R.C.S., 
which  has  its  headquarters  at  Carnegie  House,  117, 
Piccadilly,  W.,  has  the  following  laudable  objects  : 
(i)  To  promote  a  national  scheme  for  complete 
provision  of  treatment  and  education  for  physically 
defective  children  throughout  the  country  ;  (2) 
to  help  any  local  authority  or  voluntary  organi- 
sation desirous  of  making  better  provision  for 
these  children  ;  (3)  to  provide  a  central  bureau 
of  information  on  these  matters  ;  (4)  to  act  as  a 
central  co-ordinating  body. 

The  care  of  cripples,  as  all  those  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  work  going  on  at  Lord  Mayor 
Treloar's  Hospital  at  Alton  wiU  realise,  is  a 
highly  important  and  highly  expert  department  of 
medical  and  nursing  work. 
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CORSETS 

BRITISH  MADE 

Every  pair  ot  "Twilfit" 
Corsets  carries  the 
makers'  guarantee  of  ab- 
solute perfection  in  fit, 
style  and  wear.  Purchase 
price  refunded  or  corsets 
exchanged  if  not  entirely 
satisfactory. 


Reduelng  Model    1010  —  Our 

Special  Reducing:  Model  with 
patent  cross  supports.  Fitted 
with  "Twilfit"  Unbreakable 
Spiral  Steels.  In  very  stronR 
quality  Coutil.  and  with  six  Hoee 
Supporters. 

Sizes  22  to  30i».  1  e/l  1 
Price,  per  pair  V  %3  j  JL  X. 
31  to  36  in.,  price  17/6  per  pair. 
Full  rantfe  of  styles  at 
all  prices  of  all  Drapers 
and  Ladies*  Outfitters. 


Model  1921.  —  Average  Figure. 
Made  from  Figrured  _  Broch^._ 
lisrhtly  boned  with  "  Twilfit '' 
Spiral  Unbreakable  Steels.  Very 
low  bust  and  sloping  back. 
Sizes  20  to  30  ins. 
Price,  per  pair 


15/11 


ILLUSTRATED  BOOKLET 

givlntf  full  range  of  Styles 

and  Ppjoes  sent  Post  Free 

on  request- 


Model  2003.  —  Slender  Figure 
A  Sport*  Corset,  with  silk 
elastic  at  top.  Specially  bound 
to  prevent  tearing.  Lightly 
boned.  _  Short  cut  model  in 
front,  hips  and  back,  and  low 
bust.  Fitted  with  four  Sus- 
penders Sizes  19  to  I  f\  If* 
28  in .     Price,  per  pr.      1  \3  j  D 

AH  "  Twilfit "  Coreeta  are  fitted  with  "Twilfit"  Spiral  Steels— 

RuBtleee  and  Unbreakable.    Exclusively  a   "  Twilfit  "  feature, 

they  are  unobtainable  in  any  other  Corset. 

Daily  Disi>lay  of  the  Latest   Models  at 

Si>ecial  West  End Disitibuting  house  : 

D.  H.  EVANS  &  Co.,  Ltd,,  Oxford  St.,  W.l 

CATALOGUE  UPON  APPLICATION. 

Manufacturers :  

CHAS.  LEETHEM  &  CO.,  44,  Arundel  Factory.  Portsmouth. 


THE    PERFECT   TEAT 

INGRAM'S  PATENT 
BAND  TEAT  AND  VALVE 


The  "  Agrippa  "  Teat  and  Valve  are  perfectly 
hygienic.  The  Rubber  has  been  specially  pre- 
pared so  as  to  withstand  actual  boiling,  and 
does  not  deteriorate  by  frequent  repetition  of 
this  boiling  process. 

The  "Agrippa"  Teat  possesses  a  little  flat 
cushion  at  (he  base,  which  gives  comfort  to  the 
child  when  taking  its  food,  and  is  the  nearest 
copy  to  Nature,  so  far  as  feeding  facilities  are 
concerned. 

The  chief  feature  of  the  "Agrippa"  Patent  is  the 
extraordinary  gripping  power  caused  by  the 
interior  band  of  rubber  which  holds  on  to  the 
bottle,  absolutely  refusing  to  accidentally  slip  off. 

The  "Agrippa"  Teat  will  fit  any  make  of  Boat- 
shape  Feeding  Bottle. 

Price — Teats,  4d.  each  ;   Valves,  3d.  each. 

Wt  are  alitayt  pUattd  to  ««iul  •  immpU  of  t%t  P«t««t 
"  Agripp*  "  Teat  ani  Talvt  on  rtetipt  of  prote$itonal  €Mt4. 


INGRAM'S  SEAMLESS  ENEMAS 

REOISTBRED    TRADE     MARKS 


"Adaptable" 
"Eclipse" 
"Sterilendum' 
"Zebina" 


'Atalanta" 
'Utilema" 
'Zenith" 
■Popfex" 


THE  "STERILENDUM "ENEMA  (Regd.) 


STERILIZABLE  IN  ITS  ENTIRETY. 

Fitted  with  Aseptic  Glass  Pipes  and  Valves. 

Guaranteed  not  to  Split.  No  Metal  Parts. 

Best  Quality  Rubber. 

Obtainable      at    all     High  -  Glass     Chemists. 


Manufactured  by  INGRAM'S.  London,  at  The  London 
India  Rubber  Works,  Hackney  Wick,  London,  E.9.  Makers 
and  Inventors  of  the  well-known  Seamless  Enemas  and 
"  Agrippa  "  Patent  Band  Tedt  and  Valve,  etc.  Established 
in  London  in  1847 
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PUBLICITY  AND  THE  PROFESSION 
OF  NURSING. 

Time  and  Tide  is  still  giving  liberal  space  to 
discussion  under  the  heading  of  "  Nurses  and  the 
College  of  Nursing,  Ltd."  Last  week  "  Eva  G. 
Reid,"  a  member,  states  that  she  is  "  most  in- 
dignant "  at  the  unfair  amount  of  space  given  to 
those  in  opposition  to  the  College.  "  Letter  after 
letter  have  you  put  in  from  them,  and  all  the  other 
side  has  got  is  two,"  and  she  makes  the  statement 
that  "  the  Royal  College  of  Nursing  is  a  very 
powerful  body  and  the  other  side  is  jealous  be- 
cause the  College  has  got  all  the  education  to  do." 

This  lady,  as  a  member,  should  know  that  the 
prefix  "  Royal  "  is  not  permissible  in  connection 
with  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  and  that  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Act,  191 9,  provides  that  it  is 
the  prerogative  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  set 
up  by  the  Act  to  define  the  educational  curriculum 
for  the  trained  nurses  of  the  future  before  Regis- 
tration by  the  State,  and  that  it  is  high  time  the 
"  College "  ceased  meddling  with  work  which 
ParUament  has  decreed  shall  be  carried  out  by 
another  body. 

Lord  Knutsford  also  addresses  Time  and  Tide 
with  his  usual  inaccuracy.  He  keeps  repeating  a 
statement  that  "  Registration  is  worth  nothing," 
but '-'to  obtain  this  valueless  registration  a  nurse 
has  to  pay  £2  2s.  and  submit  herself  to  another 
examination." 

We  have  long  ceased  to  take  Lord  Knutsford 
seriously  on  the  subject  of  registration,  but  he 
need  not  tell  tarradiddles.  Nurses  trained  before 
November,  1919,  only  pay  £1  is.,  and  no  nurse  has 
until  1924  to  submit  to  a  State  Examination. 
No  doubt  they  will  eagerly  avail  themselves  of 
the  privilege  when  the  time  comes.  In  the  mean- 
time, we  believe,  non-resident  London  Hospital 
nurses  are  registering  in  very  satisfactory  numbers, 
now  that  certificates  are  not  to  be  confiscated — an 
unjust  proposal  which  was  a  shattering  blow  to  the 
prestige  of  the  G.N.C.  untU  made  impossible  by  a 
clearly  defined  rule. 

Time  and  Tide,  under  the  heading  of  "  Publicity 
and  the  Nursing  Profession,"  refutes  Miss  Eva  G. 
Reid's  accusation  that  the  Editor  has  not  dealt 
fairly  with  the  correspondence  on  this  topic  : — 

"  We  publish,"  it  states,  "  to-day  a  letter  com- 
plaining that  we  have  not  parcelled  out  fairly  the  space 
in  our  correspondence  columns  as  between  the  College  of 
Nursing,  Limited,  and  their  opponents,  that  whilst  we 
have  printed  many  letters  from  the  opponents  of  the 
College  we  have  printed  only  two  from  the  College  side. 
Our  correspondent  is  perfectly  right  as  to  the  facts,  but 
she  is  wrong  in  imputing  to  us  any  unfairness  in  the 
matter.  Our  correspondence  columns  are  equally  open 
to  letters  from  either  side,  and  we  have  printed  every 
letter  on  this  subject  received  for  publication.  The 
curious  thing  about  the  correspondence  has  been  that 
whilst  on  the  anti-College  of  Nursing  side  practically 
every  letter  received  has  been  for  publication  ;  on  the 
College  of  Nursing  side  the  majority  of  letters  received 
have  been  either  completely  anonymous  (and  no  paper 
publishes  letters  whose  writers  fail  to  give  their  names 
and  addresses  to  the  Editor  as  a  proof  of  good  faith) 


or  when  they  have  been  signed  have  been   marked 
'  not  for  publication.' 

"  It  seems  clear  that  whilst  the  adherents  of  the 
Royal  British  Nurses'  Association,  the  Matrons'  Council, 
the  Professional  Union  of  Trained  Nurses  and  the 
National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses  desire  that  as  much 
publicity  as  may  be  possible  should  be  thrown  upon 
the  affairs  of  the  nursing  profession,  the  adherents  of 
the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  and  of  the  Association  of 
Hospital  Matrons,  consider  that  publicity  is  in  this  case 
a  mistake.     It  would  be  interesting  to  know  why." 


THE  HOSPITAL   WORLD. 

A  cheque  for  ;^500  has  been  presented  to  the 
Queen  Victoria  Memorial  Hospital  for  Women, 
Melbourne,  as  a  contribution  from  the  ^^719 
collected  for  Princess  Mary's  Gift  Fund.  The 
money,  by  Princess  Mary's  wish,  will  be  devoted 
to  the  endowment  of  a  cot.  The  balance  represents 
the  cost  of  the  gold  and  black  opal  frame  which 
s  the  Victorians'  personal  gift  to  the  Princess. 


An  appeal  for  ;^50,ooo  is  being  made  on  behalf 
of  the  British  Home  and  Hospital  for  Incurables, 
Streatham  Common.  A  fancy  fair  will  be  held  in 
the  grounds  on  June  7th. 


We  greatly  sympathise  with  the  Sisters  at  the 
Hospital  of  the  Holy  Ghost  at  Rome,  where  a  disas- 
trous fire  has  occurred,  resulting  in  the  death  of 
nineteen  patients,  and,  it  is  feared,  several  nurses. 
Many  patients  were  carried  to  shelters  in  the 
hospital  ground  or  to  neighbouring  institutions. 
It  is  reported  that  the  fire  was  caused  by  a  torch 
left  burning  in  the  pantry. 


We  are  glad  to  note  that  St.  Pancras  Borough 
Council  has  decided  that  the  position  of  assistant 
medical  officer,  rendered  vacant  by  the  dismissal 
of  Dr.  Gladys  Smith  on  her  marriage,  should  be 
open  to  doctors  of  either  sex. 


Her  Majesty's  Hospital,  Stepney  Causeway, 
London,  E.i,  has  changed  its  address  to  "  Penwin," 
Spicer  Road,  Exeter. 

By  10  votes  to  six  the  salary  of  the  head  nurse 
of  Dungannon  Union  Hospital  was  increased  from 
£7^  to  ^120  a  year.  Owing  to  the  amalgamation 
with  Cookstown  Union  there  are  now  126  beds  as 
against  60. 


COMING    EVENTS. 

May  T.yth. — ^Annual  General  Meeting,  Fever 
Nurses'  Association,  City  Hospital,  Bradford. 
3  P-m. 

May  2,yth. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  Lecture  on  the 
"  Psychology  of  Colour,"  by  Mr.  Norton.    4.30  p.m. 

June  gth. — ^Meeting  Matrons'  Council,  Royal 
British  Nurses'  Association  Club,  194,  Queen's 
Gate,   S.W.     3   p.m. 
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APPOINTMENTS. 


HOME  SISTER. 

West  London  Hospital,  Hammersmith,  W. — Miss 
Sarah  Annj  Eddy  has  been  appointed  Home  Sister. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Sheffield,  and 
has  been  Ward  Sister  and  Night  Sister  at  the  West 
London  Hospital. 

SISTER. 

Royal  London  Ophthalmic  Hospital,  City  Road,  E.C. — 

Miss  Lillian  Goulding  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She 
was  trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Sheffield,  and  has 
held  the  position  of  Sister  at  the  Wolverhampton 
Eye  Infirmary. 

HEALTH  VISITOR. 
City  of  Leeds. — Miss  M.  E.  Rowe  has  been  appointed 
Health  Visitor.  She  was  trained  at  Ecclesall  Infirmary, 
Sheffield,  in  which  institution  she  has  held  the  position 
of  Charge  Nurse.  She  feas  been  Superintendent  of 
Mental  Wards  at  Hope  Hospital,  Salford,  Tuberculosis 
Nurse,  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse  under  the 
Lancashire  County  Council,  and  Sanitary  Inspector  in 
Sheffield. 


PRESENTATION. 

The  members  of  the  medical  profession  in  Dumfries 
and  Maxwelltown,  with  their  wives,  met  in  force  last 
week  at  the  Moatbrae  Nursing  Home,  to  present  Miss 
Brown,  the  Matron,  with  a  handsome  wristlet  watch 
as  an  expression  of  their  appreciation  of  her  work  since 
the  inception  of  the  Home  eight  or  nine  years  ago. 
Miss  Brown  was  trained  at  Edinburgh  Royal  Infirmary, 
and  had  had  experience  as  a  Matron  at  Swansea  and 
Oldham  ^before  going  to  Dumfries.  A  nursing  home 
was  very  much  needed  in  that  district,  but  not  a  little  of 
the  success  of  the  Moatbrae  was  due  to  Miss  Brown, 
whose  personal  character,  organising  ability  and  depar- 
ture from  the  more  austere  lines  some  homes  are  run 
on  made  her  popular  with"  doctors,  patients  and  staff. 
The  facilities  given  to  visitors  were  much  appreciated. 
From  all  over  Scotland  came  patients  to  this  Home,  and 
they  in  particular  will  share  in  the  general  regret  as 
expressed  by  Dr.  Kerr  at  the  circumstances  (the  buying 
of  the  Home  by  a  private  individual)  that  terminate 
her  connection  with  it. 

Dr.  Clarke  and  several  others  also  spoke  in  high 
appreciation  of  Miss  Brown,  and  expressed  their  regret 
at  her  departure. 

Dr.  J .  Hunter,  on  behalf  of  Miss  Brown,  made  suit- ' 
able  reply,  after  which  the  company  were  entertained 
to  tea. 

THE    PASSING    BELL. 

We  greatly  regret  to  record  the  death  of  Miss  Muriel 
Kinley,  a  probationer  at  the  East  Sussex  Hospital, 
Hastings,  for  the  past  twb  years.  Miss  Kinley  some 
three  weeks  ago  cut  her  right  thumb  through  breaking 
a  glass  phial,  instead  of  filing  it,  and  the  following  day 
dressed  a  case  of  bums  without  wearing  gloves.  Shortly 
afterwards  she  developed  symptoms  of  septic  poisoning, 
which,  it  is  believed,  she  contracted  when  dressing  the 
septic   burn   case. 

A  verdict  of  death  from  septicaemia  was  recorded 
at  the  inquest  which  followed. 

Two  important  nursing  points  arise  out  of  this  case. 
First,  the  risk  of  breaking  instead  of  fifing  glass  phials, 
and  secondly,  the  invariable  rule  that  cuts  must  be 
covered  up.  This  poor  nurse,  we  fear,  paid  with  her  life 
for  her  failure  to  observe  it. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

DIFFICULT    PROBLEMS. 

To  the  Editor  of  Thb  British  Journal  or  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — ^I  thank  you  very  much  for 
your  kind  letter  and  the  article  you  published  in 
the  British  Journal  of  Nursing  about  our 
National  Federation  of  Nurses. 

It  is  a  great  disappointment  to  hear  that  you 
will  not  be  at  Copenhagen,  but  I  hope  that  some 
day,  when  our  Association  has  grown,  you  will  be 
able  to  pay  a  visit  to  Brussels. 

Four  of  us  are  leaving  to-morrow  for  Denmark. 
It  will  be  a  great  help  for  us  to  hear  the  women 
who  are  the  elite  of  nursing  disciss  problems 
which  are  too  difficult  to  solve  by  ourselves  without 
the  advice  and  example  of  those  who  went  through 
the  same  difficulties  in  the  beginning  of  their  own 
work. 

Hoping  that  I  shall  soon  have  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  you,  either  in  England  or  in  this  country. 
I  remain,  yours  sincerely, 

Louise  d'Ursel. 
Federation  Nationale  des  Infirmieres, 
Beiges, 

Bruxelles. 

KERNELS   FROM    CORRESPONDENCE. 

J.H.M.,  Zululand. — "  Just  a  line  or  two  while 
I  am  enclosing  my  yearly  subscription  for  the 
B.J.N.,  which  I  wouldn't  miss  out  here  for  a  good 
deal.  It  is  read  from  cover  to  cover,  and  is 
passed  on  to  two  members  of  our  staff  out  here 
at  different  stations  as  well  as  to  one  or  two  lay 
readers  who  all  enjoy  it  muchly.  I  have  had  a 
very  happy  as  well  as  interesting  year  here,  and 
have  all  sorts  of  cases,  emergency  and  otherwise. 
I  travelled  by  donkey  waggon  80  to  120  miles, 
camping  out  on  the  veldt  by  night  and  continuing 
the  journey  by  day.  All  most  exciting.  On  one 
of  my  trips  I  was  fifteen  miles  farther  into  the 
Bush  veldt  than  any  white  woman  had  ever  been 
before.  Some  day  when  I  feel  like  it  I  will  send 
an  article  on  my  experiences  in  Zululand  to  the 
B.J.N.  .  .  .  They  are  making  a  nice  mess  of  the 
Registration  Act,  and  I  think  the  base  treatment 
of  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  an  outrage,  which  every 
self-respecting  member  of  the  profession  will  resent 
most  strongly.  Please  tell  her  how  much  I  deplore 
the  conduct  of  these  '  College  Dodgers,'  and  hope 
those  who  have  worked  so  long  and  so  strenuously 
for  us  will  come  out  top." 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

June  yd. — How  would  you  deal  with  a  case  of 
haemorrhage  after  enucleation  of  the  tonsils  ? 

June  loth. — Describe  some  of  the  most  important 
disorders  of  nutrition,*  their  symptoms,  and 
nursing  care. 
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The   Midwife. 


THE  EAST  END  MOTHERS'  HOME. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  East  End  Mothers' 
Home,  which  is  always  a  most  interesting  and 
successful  function,  was  this  year  of  special  interest, 
as  it  was  held  in  the  Mansion  House,  by  invitation 
of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  the  Lady  Mayoress,  and 
presided  over  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  supported  by  Dr. 
Owen  Lankester,  Chairman  of  the  Home,  the  Rt. 
Hon.  Viscount  Goschen  ( Vice-Chairman) ,  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Earl  of  Bessborough  (Trustee),  Lady 
Bonham  Carter,  Lady  Roxburgh,  Mrs.  Kendall, 
and  Sir  Adrian  Pollock. 

The  Medical  Report  of  Dr.  Carsham  Corner,  Hon. 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Committee,  is  as  follows  : — 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  am  able  to  present  the 
37th  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 31st,  1921. 

In-Patients. 
Mothers  delivered  . .  . .         1,024 

Infants  born  alive  ..  ..         1,014 

Stillborn   . .         . .  . .  .  .  20 

Sets  of  twins       . .  . .  . .  10 


Out-Patients. 

Mothers  delivered 

1,321 

Infants  born  alive 

1,319 

Stillborn  . . 

27 

Sets  of  twins 

25 

Home  Visits 

25,817 

Two  maternal  deaths. 

(a)  A  young  mother  came  in  with  double 
pneumonia,  was  safely  delivered  with  the  most 
extreme  care,  but  died  from  heart  failure,  owing 
to  the  strain  of  maternity  and  pneumonia. 

(6)  This  poor  mother  was  sent  in  extremely  ill 
with  dilated  heart  and  chronic  lung  disorder.  She 
had  been  ill  for  months,  living  in  an  underground 
kitchen.  For  16  days  we  kept  her  going,  but  the 
disease  was  too  advanced  to  save  her. 

The  above  statistics  show  that  no  mother  was 
lost  through  obstetric  complications,  owing,  to  a 
great  extent,  to  the  preventive  measures  taken  at 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

The  Ante-Natal  work  is  doing  well,  and  is  an 
added  interest  and  education.  Our  pupil  midwives 
get  a  full  experience  in  all  the  branches  of  their 
important  profession,  as  after-care  forms  a  part  of 
our  curriculum  also.  The  pupils,  by  the  power  of 
good  example  and  precept,  obtain  a  knowledge  of 
the  importance  of  motherhood.  This  engenders  a 
respect  for  the  art  of  midwifery,  which  soon  results 
in  a  demand  for  higher  standards  of  practice,  and 
will  in  time,  I  trust,  draw  the  best  nursing  talent 
to  this  branch  of  the  profession. 

I  desire  to  thank  my  colleague.  Dr.  Arthur,  also 
Miss  Anderson,  Miss  Page  and  the  nursing  staff  for 
their  efficient  help  in  the  many  serious  cases  it  has 
been  my  privilege  to  attend,  and  for  the  unending 
care,  patience  and  interest  continuously  shown  to 
mothers  and  infants. 


The  speech  of  the  afternoon  was  that  of  Lady 
Bonham  Carter,  who  moved  a  Resolution  that  the 
Home  deserves  wider  financial  support  in  order 
that  it  may  be  able  to  maintain  and  enlarge  the 
sphere  of  its  activity.  They  had,  she  said,  to 
determine  whether  the  work  was  to  go  on  or  not, 
and  she  hoped  it  would  never  be  closed  while 
thej?^  had  power  to  prevent  it. 

Lady  Roxburgh,  who  seconded,  said  she  had 
never  realized  till  she  visited  the  Home  how 
absolutely  those  who  brought  sunshine  into  the 
lives  of  others  could  keep  it  for  themselves.  She 
thought  Miss  Anderson's  life  must  be  flooded  with 
sunshine. 

Great  interest  centred  in  "  Goosey  Gander," 
a  baby  girl  five  months  old,  who,  with  great 
contentment,  nestled  into  the  arms  of  the  Lady 
Mayoress  for  the  afternoon.  Mrs.  Kendall  ap- 
pealed for  a  good  home  for  her,  but,  as  no  one 
responded,  enquired  how  much  it  would  cost  to 
keep  the  baby  in  the  Home  for  a  year,  and  on 
being  told  £^0,  made  herself  responsible  for  that 
amount. 

The  Lord  Mayor,  who,  with  the  Lady  Mayoress, 
visited  the  Home  last  Sunday,  said  how  much 
impressed  he  was  that  not  a  baby  raised  a  whimper 
throughout  their  visit ;  and  the  Lady  Mayoress 
testified  to  the  good  work  being  done^by  Miss 
Anderson  and  her  staff. 

Tea  was  served  at  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting 

GRANT     FOR     MIDWIFERY    SERVICE. 

It  was  reported  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the 
Cumberland  Nursing  Association,  at  Carlisle,  that 
the  Minister  of  Health  had  recently  sent  a  grant 
of  ;^899  towards  the  midwifery  service  of  the 
County.  This  large  grant  of  public  money  is 
being  administered  by  self-elected  ladies  of  title 
and  other  persons  who  are  quite  irresponsible  to 
any  State  Department.  The  Association  is  not 
properly  supported  as  a  voluntary  work ;  the 
local  subscriptions  and  donations  during  the  past 
year  have  only  amounted  to  ;^ii2.  Why  should 
such  an  ill-supported  private  venture  expend  so 
large  a  grant  of  public  money  ?  The  Ministry  of 
Health  should  look  into  the  matter. 

POST-GRADUATE  WEEK  FOR 
MIDWIVES. 

The  tenth  annual  Post  Graduate  Week  for 
Midwives  opened  on  Monday  at  the  General  Lying- 
in  Hospital,  York  Road,  Lambeth,  with  a  Reception 
by  the  Matron  and  Staff.  The  weather  was 
perfect  and  tea  in  the  garden  greatly  enjoyed. 
The  afternoon  functions  on  Tuesday  included 
visits  to  York  Road  Infants'  Clinic,  Queen  Char- 
lotte's Hospital,  and  the  Glaxo  Factory  ;  and  at 
6  p.m.  the  Midwives  re-assembled  at  the  hospital 
for  Mr.  Richardson's  Lecture  on  "  Recent  Re- 
search into  the  Toxaemias  of  Pregnancy." 
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THE  CHARTERED  ASSOCIATIONS   (PROTEC- 
TION OP  NAMES  AND  UNIFORMS)  ACT,  1922. 

A  Bill  which  it  is  expected  will  shortly  be- 
come law  is  of  considerable  interest  both  to 
the  members  of  the  Royal  British  Nurses' 
Association  and  to  the  nurses  working-  as 
Queen's  Nurses  undfer  the  Queen  Victoria 
Jubilee  Institute.  Both  these  bodies  are  in- 
corporated by  Royal  Charter,  and  the  Bill  to 
which  we  r^rfer  is  intituled  "  An  Act  for  the 
protection  of  the  names,  uniforms,  and  badgfes 
of  associations  incorporated  by  Royal 
Charter." 

The  principal  provisions  are  as  follows  : — 

I. — (i)  His  Majesty  may  from  time  to  time, 
by  Order  in  Council  made  on  the  application 
of  any  association  incorporated  by  Royal 
Charter,  protect — 

(a)  The  name  of  the  association ;  and 

(b)  Any  special  name  or  desig^nation  speci- 
fied in  the  Order  and  used  by  the  association 
for  the  members  thereof  or  for  the  members 
of  any  org"ainisation  constituted  by  the  asso- 
ciation in  pursuance  of  their  charter ;  and 

(c)  Any  uniform  with  distinctive  marking's 
or  badgfes  used  by  the  association  and  described 
in  the  Order  ;  and 

(d)  Any  badg^e  to  be,  worn  without  uniform 
used  by  the  association  and  described  in  the 
Order. 

(2)  Where  the  use  by  an  association  of  any 
name,  desigfnation,  uniform  or  badge  has  been 
so  protected,  a  person  shall  not  without 
the  authority  of  the  association  use  the  name, 
designation,  uniform  or  badgfe  the  use  of  which 
is  so  protected,  or  any  name,  designation, 
uniform  or  badgfe  so  closely  resembling-  the 
name,  designation,  uniform  or  badge  the  use 
of  which  is  protected,  as  to  lead  to  the  belief 
that  it  is  that  name,  designation,  uniform  or 
badg-e. 

(3)  (i)  An  Order  in  Council  under  this  sec- 
tion shall  not  be  made  unless  notice  of  the 
application   for  an   Order  has  been   given   in 


such  manner  and  accompanied  by  such  par- 
ticulars as  the  Secretary  of  State  may  direct. 
(ii)  The  Secretary  of  State  shall  consider  any 
objections  to  an  Order  which  are  made  by,  or 
on  behalf  of,  any  persons  or  societies  affected, 
or  likely  to  be  affected,  by  the  Order,  and  shall 
give  special  consideration  to  the  existing  user 
by  any  org-anisation  of  any  name,  designation^ 
uniform  or  badg-e,  on  which  it  is  proposed  to 
confer  protection. 

(4)  If  any  peirson  acts  in  contravention  of 
this  section,  he  shall  be  liable  in  respect  of  each 
offence  on  summary  conviction  to  a  fine  not 
exceeding-  ten  pounds  : 

Provided  that  this  section  shall  not  prevent 
any  person  from  wearing-  or  using-  any  uniform, 
badg-e  or  distinctive  markings  in  the  course  or 
for  the  purposes  of  a  stag-e  play  or  representa- 
tion, or  a  music-hall  or  circus  performance, 
if  the  uniform,  badge  or  distinctive  mark  is 
not  worn  or  used  in  such  a  manner  or  under 
such  circumstances  as  to  brings  it  into  contempt. 

3.  This  Act  may  be  cited  as  the  Chartered 
Associations  (Protection  of  Names  and  Uni- 
forms) Act,  1922. 

Nurses  have  for  long*  had  to  bear  th©  results 
of  the  depreciation  of  their  uniform  by  persons 
who  have  no  rig"ht  to  call  themselves  nurses, 
and  who  bring  it  into  disrepute,  and  less  often, 
but  still  quite  frequently,  to  the  theft  and 
misuse  of  their  Badges. 

Now,  for  the  future,  those  nurses  belonging* 
to  the  above-named  Chartered  Associations 
will  have  legal  protection  for  both  their  Uni- 
forms and  Badges  provided  this  is  authorised 
by  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  we  have  no 
doubt  that  this  will  be  done  in  both  instances. 

Already,  under  the  Nurses'  Regfistration 
Acts,  provision  has  been  made  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Uniform  and  Badges  of  Regis^ 
tered  Nurses,  and  we  may  therefore  hope  that 
the  day  is  passed  when  ignorant  and  dis- 
reputable persons  will  find  it  profitable  to  adopt 
the  nurse's  uniform,  and  that  its  use  will  hence- 
forth indicate  that  the  wearer  is  a  skilled!, 
professional,   and   self-respecting  woman. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


We  invite  our  many  friends  who,  in  indignant 
letters — of  which  that  from  Miss  Julia  Hurlston 
is  typical — resent  the  bullying-  attacks  made 
upon  us  by  medical  members  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  at  recent  meetings,  to  study 
our  signed  Statem.ent  in  this  connection.  As 
we  informed  the  Council  on  May  19th,  we  are 
not  to  be  intimidated  in  the  performance  of 
our  public  and  professional  duty  as  a  member 
Otf  that  Statutory  Body,  but  in  self-protection, 
and  in  the  protection  of  our  colleagues,  we  are 
now  acting  under  legal  advice.  What  we 
wrote  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  on  March 
nth,  in  reply  to  a  letter  from  him  asking  for 
information  upon  a  complaint  from  the  Regis- 
trar, still  stands  good.     We  replied  : — 

"  As  I  have  determined  not  to  submit  to  any 
further  indignities  from  the  Registrar  of  the 
General  Nursing  Council,  or  to  ignore  any 
repetition  of  secret  personal  detraction  at  the 
Ministry  of  Health  by  members  of  the  Council, 
1  have  placed  your  letter  of  March  loth  in  the 
hands  of  my  solicitor  ...  to  whom  please 
address  any  further  communication  on  the 
subject  with  which  it  deals." 


With  what  a  sigh  of  relief  we  turn  from  the 
mean,  pettifogging  conduct  of  our  professional 
affairs  by  the  G.N.C.  to  the  Report  of  the 
Meeting  of  the  International  Council  of 
Nurses  held  last  week  at  Copenhagen.  Here 
for  three  days  Registered  Nurses  met  in  fine 
good-fellowship,  untrammelled  by  the  justly 
resented  control  of  social  influence,  to  confer 
and  act  together  concerning  their  own  pro- 
fessional affairs  and  their  relation  to  the  body 
politic.  And  how  did  they  do  it?  Just  as  they 
have  always  done  when  exercising  their  expert 
knowledge  concerning  nursing  ethics  and 
economics — with  dignity,  eloquence,  conscien- 
tious conviction,  and  a  deep  sense  of  personal 
respoinsibility.  Who  dares  to  question  the  light 
and  ability  of  Registered  Nurses  to  manage 
their  own  affairs?  Only  ignorant  and  privi- 
leged persons.  A  few  bureaucratic  Govern- 
ment officials,  tyrannical  hospital  big-wigs  and 
their  reactionary  officials,  and  the  "fashion- 
able asses,"  as  Florence  Nightingale  dubbed 
the  ignorant  and  interfering  laywomen  of  her 
day  ! 

All  these  types  jealously  stand  between  the 
Registered  Nurse  and  her  right  to  self-expres- 
sion and  government,  and  we  recognise  their 
pernicious  opposition  to  the  evolution  of  Nurs- 
ing as  a  Profession  when  we  gather  in  confer- 
ence without  their  interference. 


Let  us  be  thankful  that  all  over  the  world 
the  stolid  tramp  of  the  forward  march  of  the 
workers  is  discernible,  and  that  the  exploiter 
is  up  against  a  force  he  is  unable  to  control — 
the  awakened  Soul  of  Humanity. 


We  are  informed  by  the  Joint  Nursing  and 
\'\A.D.  Services  Committee  of  the  United 
Services  Fund  that  their  Convalescent  Home, 
"  Eddie  wood,"  Queen's  Road,  Wey  bridge 
(telephone,  Weybridge  96),  is  now  open  for 
patients. 

Members     of    the    following     Services    are 
eligible  for  admission  : — 
Q.A.R.N.N.S.  T.A.N.S. 

Q.A.R.N.N.S.R.  T.A.N.S. R. 

Q.A.I. M.N.S.  R.A.F.N.S. 

Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.  M.P.N.S. 

Q.A.I. M.N.S.  India.  J.W.C. 

Q.A.I. M.N.S.R.  India.      V.A.D.  Members. 

Inclusive  terms  will  be  ;^,2  and  ;^2  los.  for 
accommodation  in  small  wards,  or  ;^3  a  week 
for  single  rooms,  and  there  are  no  extras. 

The  house  stands  high,  and  is  equidistant 
from  Weybridge  and  Walton,  being  a  mile 
from  each  station.  It  stands  in  four  acres  of 
shady  garden,  and  there  is  a  tennis  court  and 
clock  golf  course. 

The  Committee  have  appointed  Miss  M.  E. 
Thomson,  R.R.C.,  formerly  Q.A.I. M.N.S.R. 
and  M.P.N.S.,  as  Matron. 


Nurseis  are  wonderful  people  when  they  set 
to  work  to  get  money,  and  we  are  glad  that 
delightful!  summer  weather  favoured  the  annual 
sale  of  work  promoted  by  the  nursing  staff  of 
the  York  County  Hospital,  which  was  held  in 
the  grounds  of  the  institution  on  May  24thi. 
The  staff  had  been  indefatigable  and  energetic 
in  their  preparations  for  the  sale,  at  which  all 
sorts  of  good  and  useful  articles  were  procur- 
able, and  which  realised  the  handsome  sum  of 
£310.  The  proceeds  are  to  be  used  for  special 
v\'ard  equipment. 

The  probationers  at  the  York  County  Hos- 
pital are  being  trained  on  the  G.N.C.  Syllabus 
in  preparation  for  the  State  Examination. 


We  constantly  receive  letters  from  Matrons 
deploring  the  shortage  of  the  right  sort  of 
woman  from  which  to  select  probationers. 
One  asks  this  week  :  "  Is  it  worth  while  trying 
to  train  such  ill-educated,  ignorant  girls?  It 
is  like  pouring  water  into  a  pitcher  with  a 
hole  in  it.  It  wears  me  out.  .  .  .  The  truth  is 
we  nurses,  even  in  our  own  General  Nursing 
Council,  are  patronised  by  ignorant  people  set 
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over  us.  It  is  very  degrading-,  and  I  don't 
wonder  refined,  free,  bright  girls  do  not  care 
to  enter  a  profession  which  is  apparently  only 
fit  for  congenital  idiots.  The  reports  of  the 
G.N.C  Meetings  make  my  blood  boil.  If  I 
was  not  too  old  I  should  seek  another  sphere 
•of  work.  Whilst  trying  to  rope  in  probationers 
I  feel  inclined  to  tell  them  to  avoid  such  soul- 
less lives,  for  from  start  to  finish  no  nurse  can 
call  her  soul  her  own  in  this  country." 


The  South  African  Nursing  Record  warns 
trained  nurses  not  to  go  to  South  Africa  unless 
they  have  work  to  go  to.  The  supply  of  home- 
trained  nurses  is  at  present  sufficient  for  the 
demand.  Moreover,  English  nurses  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  Dutch  language,  which  is  a 
;great  handicap,  and  they  are  not  always  as 
adaptable  as  they  might  be. 


An  old  member  of  the  R.N.S.  writes  from 
Grahamstown  : — "  Such  a  number  of  nurses 
have  come  out  here,  and  although  many  of 
them  have  returned  to  England,  there  are 
hundreds  too  many.  I  am  thankful  I  have  a 
cancer  case,  though  it  is  a  24-hour  day,  and 
constant  attendance."  That  sounds  rather 
-sad,  and  not  much  to  be  thankful  for. 


It  is  quite  right  the  clergy  should  be  in- 
terested in  the  nursing  of  the  sick,  but  one 
could  wish  their  Christian  spirit  did  not  so 
often  embolden  them  to  deliver  Papers  on 
Nursing  at  Poor  Law  Conferences.  As  a  dass 
they  really  have  not  sufficient  expert  know- 
ledge for  such  teaching.  At  Malvern  the  Rev. 
H.  P.  Eraser  made  several  suggestions  for 
popularising  nursing  in  small  Poor  Law  In- 
firmaries of  a  sensible  nature,  but  when  he 
suggested  that  the  Union  hospital's  staff 
should  **  find  time  "  to  do  the  district  nursing 
in  the  vicinity,  nothing  would  be  more  likely 
to  disorganise  the  whole  institution.  The 
smaller  Poor  Law  hospitals  must  be  grouped, 
as  suggested  by  the  General  Nursing  Council, 
To  provide  sufficient  clinical  material  for  an 
•efficient  training  is  the  only  way  to  induce 
women  to  enter  for  training.  The  G.N.C. 
Exam,  is  coming  nearer  every  day. 


The  Committee  of  the  Queen's  Nursing  Asso- 
ciation, Nottingham,  desirous  of  reducing  the 
outstanding  debt  on  the  house  recently  acquired 
for  the  nurses,  have  invited  representative 
ladies  and  gentlemen  to  form  a  committee  for 
the  purpose  of  arranging  a  fete  for  this  object. 
The  fete  is  to  be  held  in  the  Queen's  Park  on 
Saturday,  July  ist,  from  2  to  10  p.m. 


THE  INTERNATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF 

NURSES. 

THE     COPENHAGEN    MEETING. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  we  record  once  again, 
after  the  interval  necessitated  by  the  War,  that 
a  meeting  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  International 
Council  of  Nurses  has  been  held  at  Copenhagen, 
from  May  22  nd  to  24th  inclusive,  on  the  kind 
invitation  of  the  Danish  Council  of  Nurses. 

MONDAY,    MAY    22nd. 

Morning  Session. 

Delegates  from  ten  countries  were  present 
vhen  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  on  the 
moiniag  of  May  22nd  by  the  President,  Mrs. 
Henny  Tscherning  (President  of  the  Danish 
Council),  in  the  beautiful  building  of  the  Young 
Women's  Christian  Association,  St.  Kannikes- 
straede  19. 

OFFICIAL     DELEGATES. 

The  following  Presidents  of  National  Councils 
and  Official  Delegates  were  present : — 

DENMARK. 

The  Danish  Council  of  Nurses. 
Mrs.   Henny  Tscherning,   President. 
Miss  Charlotte  Munck. 
Miss  Inger  Nordentoft. 
Miss  Cornelia  Petersen. 
Miss  Charlotte  Reimann. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND   IRELAND. 

The  National  Council  of  Trained  Nurses. 
Miss  Beatrice  Cutler,  Hon.  Secretary. 
Miss  Helen  L.  Pearse,  Superintendent  of  School 

Nurses  under  the  London  County  Council. 
Miss  E.  Maude  MacCallum,  Member  of  the  General 

Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales. 
Miss    M.    Muriel,    Member    of    Council    Royal 

British  Nurses'  Association. 

UNITED    STATES    OF    AMERICA. 

The  American  Nurses'  Association. 

Miss  Nelson. 

INDIA. 

The  Trained  Nurses'  Association  of  India. 
Miss  Maud  Lamb,  late  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
Association    of    Nursing    Superintendents    of 
India. 

SOUTH    AFRICA. 
The  South  African  Trained  Nurses'  Associa-' 

tion. 
Miss   J.   C.    Child,   Hon.    Vice-President,   South 
Africa,  and  Overseas  President,  South  African 
Trained  Nurses'  Association. 

HOLLAND. 

Dutch  Nurses'  Association. 
Miss  M.   Verway  Mejan,   President. 
Miss  M.  Berkelbach  v.d.  Sprenkel,  Secretary. 
Miss  M.  Kehrer,  Editor  Nosokomos. 

FINLAND. 

The  Association  of  Nurses  of  Finland. 
Baroness  Mannerheim,  President,  Matron,  Sur- 
gical Hospital,  Helsingfors. 
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BELGIUM. 

National  Belgian  Federation. 
Mile,  la  Comtesse  Louise  d'Ursel,  L'Union  de 

Bruxelles. 
Mile,  Hellemann,  L'Union  de  Malines. 
Mile.   Ducarme,   L'Union   d'Anvers. 
Mile,  Madeleine  Schmitz,  President  de  I'Union  de 
Bruxelles    et    Secretaire    de    la     Federation 
National  Beige. 

ITALY. 
Miss  M.  Valenzano. 

NORWAY. 
The  Norwegian  Council  of  Nurses. 
Sister  Bergljot  Larsson. 
Sister  Kiistine  Kruse. 
Sister  Aagot  Larsen. 
Sister  Lulli  Lous. 

And  the  Secretary  of  the  Danish  Council  of 
Nurses,  Miss  V.  Jessen, 

Address  of  Welcome. 
Mrs.  Henny  Tscherning  extended  a  cordial 
welcome  to  the  Delegates,  and  voiced  the  hope 
of  the  Danish  Council  of  Nurses  that  all  would 
have  a  pleasurable  and  profitable  time.  She  went 
on  to  express  great  regret  at  the  absence  of  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick  (Founder  and  first  Hon,  Presi- 
dent), to  whom  a  cablegram  of  "  grateful  and 
affectionate  greetings  "  published  in  our  issue  last 
week,  was  sent.  Cables  were  also  sent  to  the 
other  Hon.  Officers  regretting  their  absence,  and 
Mrs.  Tscherning  spoke  of  the  special  pleasure  it 
was  to  the  Council  to  have  with  it  Professorinde 
Bjamhjedinsson  from  Iceland. 

Greetings  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

Mrs,  Henny  Tscherning  then  said  : 

"  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  the  President  of  the 
National  Council  of  Nurses  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  sends  a  message  of  congratulation  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  International 
Council  of  Nurses  assembled  at  Copenhagen.  She 
is  very  happy  to  know  that  its  work  for  the 
federation  of  the  nurses  of  the  world  and  the 
welfare  of  humanity  is  again  to  be  actively  prose- 
cuted. Mrs.  Fenwick  deeply  regrets  that  she  is 
unable  to  attend  this  meeting,  and  hopes  for  very 
happy  results  from  its  deliberations.  She  welcomes 
the  applications  for  Eiffiliation  from  our  colleagues 
in  Belgium,  China,  Italy,  Norway,  and  South 
Africa.  Mrs.  Fenwick  hopes  the  International 
Council  will  not  rest  content  until  the  nurses  of 
every  civilised  country  in  the  world  form  a 
constituent  part  of  the  great  Fellowship  of  Nurses." 
Miss  Charlotte  Munck,  Matron  of  the  Bispeb- 
jaerg  Hospital,  Copenhagen,  was  then  voted  to 
■ttie  Chair  as  Chairman  of  Sessions. 

Reports  from  Countries  Applying  for  Affiliation. 

The  proceedings  opened  with  the  presentation 
of  Reports  from  the  National  Associations  of 
Nurses  of  countries  applying  for  affiliation — 
Belgium,  Italy,  Norway,  China,  and  last,  but  not 
least,  South  Africa. 

Election  of  Hon.  Officers. 

The  election  of  the  President  for  the  nexttriennial 
period,  in  place  of  Mrs.  Henny  Tscherning,  was 


the  next  business  considered.  Invitations  were 
before  the  Council  for  the  next  meeting  to  be  held 
in  America,  and  in  Finland.  It  was  felt  by  many 
of  the  delegates  that  the  cost  of  going  to  America 
would  be  prohibitive  for  most  nurses  in  European 
countries,  and  eventually  it  was  decided  to  hold 
the  next  Congress,  at  Helsingfors,  Finland,  in  1925. 
Baroness  Mannerheim,  President  of  the  Association 
of  Nurses  of  Finland,  who  was  present,  was  then 
elected  to  the  Presidency,  and  accepted  office. 
She  wUl,  we  are  sure,  be  a  very  popular  and  charm- 
ing President. 

The  resignation  of  our  dear  Hon.  Secretary,  Miss 
L.  L.  Dock,  was  received  with  deep  regret.  Miss 
Charlotte  Reimann  (Denmark)  was  elected  in  her 
stead,  so  we  shall  stiU  have  close  connections  with 
Denmark,  though  we  lose  Mrs.  Tscherning,  to 
whom  the  International  Council  is  greatly  indebted 
for  the  way  in  which  she  has  carried  on  its  work 
during  a  very  difficult  period. 

Miss  Margaret  Breay  (Great  Britain)  was  re- 
elected Hon.  Treasurer. 

We  greatly  rejoice  to  know  that  on  the  proposal 
of  the  National  CouncU  of  Nurses  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  it  was  agreed  to  offer  to  Miss  Dock,  as 
a  mark  of  the  deep  affection  and  veneration  in 
which  she  is  held  by  the  whole  nursing  world,  an 
illuminated  address  of  thanks. 

The  morning  session  then  closed,  and  the 
delegates,  by  invitation,  adjourned  to  the  Palace 
Hotel,  where  a  charming  luncheon  was  served. 
There  were  no  speeches.  Everything  was  friendly 
and  informal  and  beautifully  arranged. 

The  Cripples'  Institution. 

In  the  afternoon  the  Delegates  were  taken  to 
see  the  Cripples'  Institution.  A  point  which 
particularly  struck  them  was  that  not  only  children 
but  adults  are  received  there.  Some  of  them 
come  daily  from  their  own  homes  and  are  taught 
various  handicrafts,  which  not  only  afford  them 
a  means  of  self-support,  but  also  wholesome  and 
pleasurable  occupations. 

Evening  Session. 

The  Evening  Session  was  held  at  the  Young 
Men's  Cliristian  Association  Building,  Gothersgade 
115.  The  only  business  transacted  was  the 
reception  into  the  International  Council  of  Nurses 
of  the  five  countries  the  reports  of  which  had  been 
received  in  the  morning. 

At  this  Session,  which  was  attended  by  about 
500  members  of  the  Danish  Council  of  Nurses, 
Miss  Helen  Pearse,  on  behalf  of  the  National 
Council  of  Trained  Nurses  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  presented  to  Mrs.  Tscherning  a  bouquet  of 
crimson  roses  tied  with  the  Danish  colours  (red 
and  white)  which  she  gracefully  acknowledged. 
Each  representative  of  the  newly-affiliated  coun- 
tries mounted  the  rostrum  and  gave  an  account 
of  nursing  progress  in  her  country.  Miss  J.  C. 
Child  was  the  first  and  spoke  of  nursing  in  South 
Africa.  As  each  delegate  in  turn  gave  her  report, 
Mrs.  Tscherning  made  her  a  graceful  little  speech 
in  her  own  language  and  presented  her  with  a. 
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bouquet  of  roses,  the  colour  varying  in  each  case. 
Many  speeches  from  other  delegates  followed,  and 
later  Miss  Nelson,  the  American  delegate,  showed  a 
film  presenting  first  Miss  Florence  Nightingale, 
and  then  pictures  illustrative  of  the  advance  of 
the  nursing  profession  since  her  day,  particularly 
in  the  field  of  Public  Health  Nursing.  The  under- 
lying thought  expressed  by  Miss  Nelson  was  the 
privilege  of  participation  in  this  international 
meeting  in  furtherance  of  the  service  of 
humanity. 

This  session  was  a  particularly  interesting  and 
festive  one  because  of '  the  presence  of  so  many 
members  of  the  Danish  Council  of  Nurses. 
Coffee  and  refreshments  were  served,  those  present 
being  seated  at  tables. 
Particularly  delectable 
was  the  national  savoury 
known  as  smorbrod. 
The  delegates  at  last 
departed  to  their  hotel 
after  many  expressions 
of  appreciation  and 
thanks  for  the  charming 
hospitality  they  had 
received. 

TUESDAY,  MAY  23rd. 

Morning  Session. 

On  the  morning  of 
Tuesday,  May  23rd,  the 
delegates  re-assembled 
in  the  building  of  the 
Young  Women's  Chris- 
tian Association,  Miss 
Charlotte  Munck, 
Chairman  of  Sessions, 
presiding. 

What  can  be  done  to 
Facilitate  the  Recep- 
tion of  Trained 
Nurses  in  the  Hos- 
pitals of  Different 
Countries  ? 

The  first  question 
considered  was  "  What 
Can  Be  Done  to  Facil- 
itate the  Reception  of 
Trained  Nurses  in  the 
Hospitals  of  the  Differ- 
ent Countries  ?  "  and 
was  introduced  in  an 
interesting  speech  by 
TOFT,  Vice-President  of 
Nurses. 

At  its  conclusion  discussion  was  invited,  and 
the  proposal  put  forward  by  Miss  Maude  Mac- 
Callum  (Great  Britain)  Registered  Nurse,  that  the 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  National  Council  of  Nurses 
in  each  affiliated  country  should  be  asked  to  collect 
information  as  to  which  hospitals  in  that  country 
would  be  prepared  to  receive  foreign  nurses. 

This  was  agreed. 


MRS.    HENNY    TSCHERNINO. 

President,  Danish  Council  of  Nurse«  ;  President) 
International  Council  of  Nurses,  1915-1922. 


Miss     Inger    Norden- 
the   Danish   Council    of 


The   Necessity   for  an    International  Standard 
in  Nursing  Education. 

This  subject  was  introduced  by  Miss  Helen  L. 
Pearse,  Registered  Nurse,  Delegate  of  the  National 
Council  of  Nurses  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
Miss  Pearse  referred  to  the  importance  attached 
to  this  question  by  the  late  Mrs.  Hampton  Robb, 
and  to  the  formation  of  a  Committee  to  deal  with 
the  matter — after  the  London  Congress  in  1909, 
at  which  she  presented  a  paper  on  the  subject — 
of  which  she  accepted  the  chairmanship.  Both 
Mrs.  Hampton  Robb  and  Miss  Lanschot  Hubrecht, 
who  was  appointed  Hon.  Secretary,  had  now 
passed  away.  The  present  chairman  was  Professor 
M.   A.   Nutting,    of  Teachers'   College,   Columbia 

University,  New  York. 
In  the  course  of  the 
very  interesting  subse- 
quent discussion,  a 
small  Sub-Committee — 
consisting  of  two  Danish 
delegates.  Miss  Pearse 
(Great  Britain)  and  Miss 
Nelson  (U.S.A.)— was 
appointed  to  draft  a 
Resolution  incorporat- 
ing the  views  of  the 
Council,  and  this  was 
adopted  later,  the 
assembled  delegates  of 
the  ten  Af&liated 
National  Councils,  rep- 
resented at  the  meet- 
ing, being  present  and 
assenting. 

Resolution  I. 

We  resolve  that  our 
recognised  standard  for 
trained  professional  women 
nurses  shall  be: — 

Certification  after  a 
minimum  of  three  years' 
continuous  training  in  re- 
cognised qualified  Train- 
ing Schools. 
Recommended : — 
(a)  That  the  Training 
School  shall  be  under  the 
direction  of  a  trained  pro- 
fessional Nurse  Superin- 
tendent. 

(&)      That     she     shall 
arrange  and  maintain  the 
Standard     Curriculum     to 
be  given  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  professional  nurse,  especially  qualified  for  the 
purpose. 

Resolution  II. 

We  resolve  that  the  obtaining  of  State  Registration 

and  Recognition  be  urged  upon  those  National  Councils 

in  the  countries  where  it  is  not  already  in  force,   in 

accordance  with  the  standard  laid  down  in  Resolution  I. 

The  meeting  then  concluded  and  the  delegates 
adjourned  for  luncheon  as  on  the  previous  day,  as 
the  guests  of  the  Danish  Council  of  Nurses  at  the 
Palace  Hotel. 
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Visit  to  the  Rigshospital. 

In  the  afternoon  a  visit  was  paid  to  the  Rigs- 
hospital,  which  one  delegate  describes  as  "  the 
most  beautiful  hospital  I  have  ever  seen."  Another 
says  :  "  All  the  hospitals  I  have  seen  in  Copenhagen 
remind  one  more  of  garden  cities  than  of  institu- 
tions for  tbe  sick,  and  this,  built  in  separate  blocks, 
with  trees,  shaded  walks,  and  lovely  green  hedges 
bordering  stretches  of  velvety  grass,  is  altogether 
unlike  one's  idea  of  a  hospital  as  far  as  the  exterior 
goes. 

In  the  Midwifery  Section  of  the  hospital  the 
Professor  showed  a  most  interesting  film  of  two 
births,  taken  while  the  patients  were  under 
chloroform,  and  then  took  the  visitors  all  through 
the  wonderful  museum. 

On  leaving  this  magnificent  hospital  the  dele- 
gates were  taken  for  a  drive  to  the  Nurses'  Rest 
House  by  the  sea,  up  the  Sound,  past  Queen 
Alexandra's  charming  villa,  and  back  along  the 
coast.  They  drove  through  great  stretches  of 
beech  woods  with  the  sun  shining  through  them  to  a 
charming  house  with  a  large  garden,  where  twenty- 
two  convalescent  nurses  can  rest  until  they  are 
well,  free  of  cost  up  to  two  months,  and  then  for 
a  smaU  payment. 

Greetings  from  King  Krestian. 

Here,  a  most  delicious  repast  had  been  prepared 
for  them — tea,  fruit  salads,  and  cakes  of  every 
description.  The  Medical  Director  of  the  Hospital 
was  here  to  greet  the  delegates,  and  welcomed  them 
in  English  in  an  excellent  speech,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  told  them  that  on  the  previous  day 
he  had  seen  King  Krestian,  and  when  his  Majesty 
heard  that  the  International  Council  of  Nurses  was 
meetiiig  in  Copenhagen  and  that  the  delegates  were 
to  visit  the  Rigshospital  he  commanded  him  to 
convey  his  greetings  to  them  and  to  inform  them 
how  much  he  appreciated  their  devoted  work, 
and  assured  them  of  his  interest  in,  and  sympathy 
with,  the  Nursing  Profession. 

Message  of  Thanks. 

A  message  of  thanks  was  despatched  to  His 
Majesty  by  telegram  from  the  Grand  Council  of 
the  International  Council  of  Nurses,  conveying 
the  most  respectful  greetings  of  the  delegates. 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  34th. 

Morning  Session. 

On  May  24th  the  delegates  assembled  early  and 
paid  a  visit  to  the  Finsen  Hospital,  where  the 
Director,  Dr.  Axel  Reyne,  the  son-in-law  of 
Professor  Finsen,  received  them,  and  first  showed 
them  the  treatment  of  surface  diseases,  and  of 
eyes  and  faces. 

Then  they  were  taken  to  the  departments  for 
both  men  and  women,  where  general  conditions 
are  treated,  paused  a  while  before  the  statue  of 
the  great  Finsen  to  pay  homage  to  his  genius, 
and  then  hurried  back  again  to  the  Young  Women's 
Christian  Association  Building. 

The  Eight  Hours'  Day. 

Miss  Verway  Mejan  (Holland)  introduced  the 
question  of  an  eight  hours'  day  for  nurses,  or  more 


accurately  a  48  or  54  hours'  week,  which  meant 
practically  a  nine  hours'  day,  as  one  day  off  duty 
in  each  week  was  contemplated. 

With  one  exception  all  the  delegates  were  in 
favour  of  this. 

Miss  Berjlot  Larssen  (Norway)  spoke  of  the 
necessity  for  improving  the  conditions  of  private 
nurses,  and  Miss  MacCallum  (Great  Britain) 
while  agreeing  that  a  nurse,  if  single-handed,  could 
not  leave  a  critical  case  for  any  length  of  time, 
considered  that  at  the  conclusion  of  a  case  a  nurse 
should  be  paid  for  an  extra  day  for  each  week, 
if  she  had  been  kept  on  constant  duty,  so  that  she 
might  have  a  few  days'  rest  before  going  to  another 
case. 

An  alternative  suggested  was  that  a  private 
nurse  should  be  allowed  three  hours  off  duty  each 
day,  and  that  a  district  nurse,  or  the  patients' 
friends,  should  be  responsible  during  that  time. 

With  this  Session  the  Conference  Meetings, 
concluded. 

Visit  to  the  Bispebjaerg  Hospital. 

In  the  afternoon  a  visit  was  paid  to  the  Bispe- 
bjaerg Hospital,  where  Miss  Charlotte  Munck  is 
Matron.  The  hospital  is  enclosed  by  a  courtyard, 
and  on  the  left-hand  side  of  this  is  the  receiving 
room  where  the  patients  are  bathed  and  put  into 
hospital  clothes,  and  then  taken  by  an  underground 
tunnel  to  their  appointed  wards.  The  visitors 
were  shown  the  operating  room,  the  medical  and 
surgical  and  children's  divisions,  all  of  which  were 
in  apple-pie  order.  In  the  children's  division  they 
saw  an  excellent  electrical  device  for  cleansing  the 
babies'  bottles,  which  were  first  brushed  out,  and 
then  washed  by  water  forced  into  them  under 
pressure.  In  the  operating  theatre  the  seats  for 
the  students  are  partitioned  off  with  glass. 

Tea  was  hospitably  served  here,  and  the  chief 
physicians,  surgeons,  and  their  wives  were  invited 
to  meet  the  delegates. 

The  Banquet. 

The  official  proceedings  ended  with  a  Banquet 
on  the  evening  of  May  24th  in  the  Pavilion  of  the 
beautiful  Yacht  Club.  From  the  foundation  of  the 
International  Council  the  tradition  has  been 
established  that  its  proceedings  close  with  such  a 
function,  and  we  are  sure  that  both  in  its  setting 
and  arrangements  that  which  took  place  at 
Copenhagen  ranks  as  one  of  the  finest. 

The  guests  were  received  by  Mrs.  Henny 
Tscherning. 

Bouquets  of  lovely  roses  were  presented  both  to 
Mrs.  Tscherning  and  to  Baroness  Mannerheim  by 
the  foreign  Delegates,  tied  with  their  National 
colours,  red  and  white,  and  red  white  and  blue, 
in  each  case.  Throughout  dinner  toasts  were 
proposed  as  is  the  continental  custom,  instead  of 
reserving  them  to  the  end,  and  were  replied  to  by 
the  delegates,  who  took  the  opportunity  of  warmly 
thanking  both  the  Danish  Council  of  Nurses  and 
individual  members  for  the  kindness,  courtesy  and 
hospitality  which  had  been  showered  upon  them. 

There  were  special  toasts  for  the  newly-admitted 
Councils,  to  which  the  representatives  responded. 
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Then  an  adjournment  was  made  to  the  with- 
drawing room,  and  there  were  more  speeches,  and 
finally  on  the  suggestion  of  Miss  Pearse  all  crossed 
hands  and  sang  Auld  Lang  Syne,  followed  by 
Danish  hymns  and  part  songs. 

Before  and  After. 

Thus  ended  a  memorable,  successful,  and  most 
enjoyable  meeting, 
of  which  the  fruits 
will  be  gathered  up 
during  the  next  three 
years.  Five  new  links 
have  been  forged  in 
the  international 
chain  which  has  now 
almost  encircled  the 
world. 

We  now  have  an 
organisation  consist- 
ing of  the  National 
Councils  of  Nurses 
of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  the  United 
States  of  America, 
Germany,  Holland, 
Finland,  Denmark, 
Belgium,  Italy,  Nor- 
way, Canada,  India, 
New  Zealand,  South 
Africa  and  China  ;  a 
Parliament  of  Nurses 
powerful  and  forceful 
enough  to  further 
materially"  the 
essential  idea  for 
which  the  Inter- 
national Council  of 
Nurses  stands — self- 
government  of  nurses 
in  their  associations, 
with  the  aim  of  rais- 
ing ever  higher  the 
standards  of  educa- 
tion and  professional 
ethics,  public  useful- 
ness, and  the  civic 
spirit  of  their  mem- 
bers." Let  each 
National  Council 
keep  these  ideals 
prominently  before  it 
for  the  next  trien- 
nial period. 

We  must  not  omit 
to  mention  the  com- 
plimentary luncheon 
given  by  the  foreign 
Delegates      to      the 

Danish  ladies  who  had  shown  them  such  very 
great  kindness,  at  the  Nimbs  Restaurant,  Tivoli. 
An  interesting  episode  of  this  function  was  that 
while  the  luncheon  was  proceeding  a  telegram 
arrived  from  King  Krestian  in  reply  to  that  sent 
by  the  delegates  to  His  Majesty  on  the  previous 
day.     It  ran  : — 


BARONESS    MANNERHEIM, 

Matron,  Surgflcal  Hospital,  Helsingfors. 
President,  International  Council  of  Nurses. 


"  Thanking  you,  I  send  the  Delegates  my 
heartiest  greetings." — Krestian. 

Immediately  all  rose  and,  standing,  drank  to 
the  health  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  Denmark. 

Aarhus. 

Still  the  aftermath.  Miss  Petersen  gave  a 
special   invitation   to   the   delegates  to   visit   the 

Kommunal  Hospital 
of  600  beds|at  Aarhus, 
which  nine  were 
able  to  accept — four 
English,  one  South 
African,  one  Indian, 
one  Norwegian,  and 
two  Dutch.  They 
went  by  boat,  arriv- 
ing in  time  for  break- 
fast. They  occupied 
some  of  the  charming 
rooms  belonging  to 
the  nurses,  and  were 
struck  with  the 
artistic  appoint- 
ments, which  proved 
the  refinement  of  the 
nursing  staff. 

A  tour  was  made 
of  the  very  fine  insti- 
tution, which  has  a 
Medical  Director  on 
both  the  Medical  and 
Surgical  sides,  in- 
cluding the  X-ray 
and  Finsen  Light  de- 
partments, and  were 
shown  ^£40,000  worth 
of  radium  contained 
in  a  little  cash  box. 

After  lunch  the 
Municipal  Maire  sent 
a  carriage  in  which 
the  guests  were  taken 
through  lovely  shim- 
mering beech  woods 
to  the  infectious 
diseases  hospital. 
The  different  blocks 
are  quite  self-con- 
tained, and  the 
nurses  attending  on 
patients  ^  suffering 
from  different  dis- 
eases never  associate 
with  one  another. 
Each  block  has  its 
own  staff  and  its 
own  dining  room. 
After  tea,  to  which 
all  the  medical  staff  came  to  meet  the  Delegates, 
they  drove  back  to  the  Kommunal  Hospital. 

After  dinner  there  was  a  Reception,  and  more 
speeches  from  medical  men,  who  seemed  very 
appreciative  of  the  work  of  the  nurses.  "  We 
doctors,"  said  the  pathologist,  "  know  nurses  to 
be  the  most  self-sacrificing  members  of  the  whole 
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community."  More  thanks  from  the  Delegates, 
toasts,  and  the  Danish  National  Anthem.  The 
party  broke  up  at  12  o'clock,  and  the  following 
day  farewell  was  said  to  kind  Danish  friends  with 
the  greatest  regret.  Our  representatives  arrived 
in  London  on  Sunday  evening,  having  thoroughly 
realised  Mrs.  Tscherning's  ideal  for  them,  of  a 
pleasurable  and  profitable  time. 

THE   MATRONS'   COUNCIL. 

A  very  interesting  gathering  is  expected  at  the 
Matrons'  Council  Meeting  on  June  gth,  at  194, 
Queen's  Gate.  The  Copenhagen  Delegates  will 
speak,  and  as  they  were  delighted  with  their 
reception  in  Denmark,  no  doubt  they  will  have 
many  nice  things  to  tell  us. 

LEAGUE   NEWS. 

LEAGUE  OF  ST.  BARTHOLOMEW'S 
HOSPITAL  NURSES. 

The  General  Meeting  of  the  League  will  be  held 
in  the  Clinical  Theatre  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  on  Saturday,  July  8th,  at  3  p.m.,  at 
which  Miss  H.  L.  Pearse,  the  Isla  Stewart  Delegate 
to  the  International  Meeting  at  Copenhagen,  will 
speak  of  the  Conference.  After  the  business  the 
meeting  will  resolve  itself  into  a  social  gathering 
in  the  Great  Hall,  where  talented  members  of  the 
nursing  staff  will  entertain  the  members  with 
music. 

Miss  Baines,  the  Hon.  General  Secretary,  asks 
members  to  notify  any  change  of  address. 

A  session  of  lantern  lectures  will  be  held  in  the 
autumn,  which  sounds  thrilling. 

On  October  3rd  :  "  Zeebrugge,"  by  Lt.  Com. 
CoUingwood  Hughes. 

October  loth  :    "  The  Navy  at  War,"  ditto. 

October  17th  :  The  Royal  City  of  Westminster 
and  its  Abbey,"  by  Allen  S.  Walker. 

Information  from  Miss  Baines,  at  the  Hospital. 

ROYAL  INFIRMARY,  GLASGOW,   NURSES' 
LEAGUE. 

The  Royal  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  Nurses'  League 
have  invited  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  to  be  present 
at  the  Annual  Re-Union  on  Tuesday,  December 
5th,  and  to  take  the  chair  as  their  guest-of-honour 
at  the  dinner.  Mrs.  Fenwick,  who  has  accepted 
the  invitation  with  much  pleasure,  will  be  the 
guest  of  the  President  of  the  League,  Miss  Steuart 
Donaldson,  the  Matron  of  the  Royal  Infirmary. 
Very  general  disappointment  was  felt  at  Copen- 
hagen that  Scotland  was  not  represented  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Council  of  the  International 
Council  of  Nurses,  but  we  may  hope  before  the 
CouncU  is  welcomed  in  Finland — a  country  of 
absorbing  interest — Scottish  nurses,  who  are  so 
highly-qualified,  will  have  read  up  the  past  history 
of  the  Council,  and  be  eager  to  prove  their  kinship 
with  the  nurses  of  the  world.  Mrs.  Strong, 
doyenne  of  Scottish  Matrons,  has  been  a  great 
traveller,  and  believes  in  its  mental  stimulus. 


NATIONAL  UNION  OF  TRAINED  NURSES. 

By  kind  permission  of  Miss  Marsters,  a  meeting 
of  the  London  Branch  of  the  N.U.T.N.  was 
held  at  the  Paddington  District  Nurses'  Home. 
Miss  Pye,  Chevalier  de  la  Legion  d'Honneur, 
gave  a  most  interesting  address  on  "  Child 
Welfare  Work  in  Austria,"  where  she  had  worked 
for  many  months  after  the  war.  Miss  Marsters 
very  kindly  gave  refreshments,  and  a  very  pleasant 
evening  was  brought  to  a  close  with  social  chat 
and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Miss  Marsters  for 
her  hospitality,  and  to  Miss  Pye  for  her  illumina- 
ting address. 

At  the  Annual  Council  Meeting  of  the  N.U.T.N., 
held  during  May,  at  46,  Marsham  Street,  by 
permission  of  Miss  Carson  (who  very  kindly  lent 
a  room  for  it),  a  resolution  to  send  a  message 
of  sjmipathy  to  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  and  her 
supporters  on  the  General  Nursing  Council  was 
passed  unanimously.  Much  discussion  took  place 
with  regard  to  the  general  situation  of  nursing 
at  the  present  time,  and  Miss  Pearse  (the  Presi- 
dent) explained  the  matter  very  lucidly.  Members 
from  distant  parts  of  the  country  were  present, 
bringing  the  views  of  numbers  of  nurses  who  have 
to  rely  upon  the  Press  for  all  information.  One 
branch  secretary  pointed  out  that  there  was  very 
strong  feeling  against  the  methods  of  the  College 
of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  in  the  north  of  England  ;  but 
as  no  other  organisation  appears  to  have  entree 
to  the  hospitals,  it  is  difficult  to  place  the  other 
side  of  the  question  before  a  multitude  of  nurses. 
At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  tea  was  served, 
bringing  the  proceedings  to  an  end. 


Both  Leagues  are  affiliated  to  the  National 
Council  of  Trained  Nurses  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland. 


SCIENCE    NOTES. 

The  Limit  of  the  X-Rays. 

Professor  O.  W.  Richardson,  lecturing  at  the 
Royal  Institution  on  Saturday  last,  on  "  The 
disappearing  gap  between  the  X-ray  and  ultra- 
violet Spectra,"  expressed  the  opinion  that  we 
might  be  nearing  the  limit  of  what  is  possible  with 
the  X-rays. 
The  Search  for  Specific  Remedies  in  Disease. 

Dr.  H.  H.  Dale,  lecturing  at  the  Royal  Institu- 
tion on  "  The  Search  for  Specific  Remedies  in 
Disease,"  stated  that  the  German  chemical  firm 
of  Bayer  had  discovered  a  cure  for  sleeping 
sickness,  even  in  its  advanced  stages.  The 
curative  substance,  he  said,  which  had  a  general 
resemblance  in  structure  to  dyes,  was  at  present 
known  as  "  Bayer  205." 

One  apparently  hopeless  case,  Dr.  Dale  con- 
tinued, of  sleeping  sickness  in  its  advanced  stages 
sent  from  the  Liverpool  School  of  Tropical 
Medicine  to  Hamburg  for  treatment  had  been 
entirely  cured,  and  the  last  heard  of  the  patient 
was  that  he  was  returning  to  Africa,  regarding 
himself  as  a  perfectly  sound  man.  The  new  cure 
had  been  made  available  in  this  country,  and  a 
commission  of  German  doctors  had  left,  with  the 
permission  of  the  Colonial  Office,  for  Rhodesia  to 
put  the  new  remedy  through  searching  tests. 
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W.  H.  BAILEY  &  SON'S 


Celebrated  Midwife's  Case 

With   original    FALL   DOWN   front  as   below:   Size    of 

table   space   with   flap    extended,    17    x    iSJ  in. 

Made   in    REXINE,  which  looks   exactly  like  Morocco, 

and   wears   as   well— at   half  the   price,  with  removable 

washing   lining-. 

FURTHER    REDUCED    PRICES. 

Case  empty  in  REXINE,  ..         34/6 

Very  best  COWHIDE  53/6 

15   X   I8iin.  REXINE  33/- 

„      COWHIDE  51/6 

Fitted  complete  with  the  following  instruments  of  first-class 

make : 
Containing  Syphon  Douche,  complete,  Syringe  in  Waterproof 
Case.  Enamel  Kidney  Tray,  3  Bottles,  Graduated  Jug,  2  Pots, 
Enamel  Bowl,  1  Dredger,  Soap  Case  and  Nail  Brush,  Glass 
measure  in  Case,  Bath  Thermometer,  Spring  Forceps,  Gbss 
Catheter  and  Scissors.  Complete.  Carriage  paid. 
REXINE,    I7in     ..        60/-.        COWHIDE  17in  81/- 

ISin    ..         58/6.  „  15in  79/- 

EXTRA    LINING.    6/3. 


BAILEY'S  POCKET  URINE  TEST  CASE 

POCKET    URINE    TEST 
CASE. 

This  small  compact  set  has 
been  designed  for  Mid- 
wives  practising  in  Rural 
Districts,  enabling  them 
to  take  their  own  ANTE 
NATAL  Urine  Test, 
saving  time  and  expense 
otherwise  incurred  by 
sending  to  the  Centres. 
Contents:— 2Stoppered  Bottles 
for  Reagents.  2  Nested  Test 
Tubes,  Small  Brass  Spirit 
Lamp.  In  pull-off  Rexine  Case 
T/6  each    Post  4d.  extra 


BAILEY'S  BABY   BALANCES- 

Weighing  by  ilb.  to  15  lb.      3/- eacn 

Cord  Hammocks  for  above     ••• 


1/9 


"  Teterelle"  Breast  ^^^'"^^ 
Reliefer.   For  Deli  «3-^%=^a" 
cate    or    Premature  fi     S-'l))^ 
Babies    ...    3/- each  ^^=-^ ^ 


SPECIAL     DISTRICT 
as  Illustration 

Fitted  Complete 

Extra  Lining 

No.  A54.     Waterproof  Cloth  Bag 

,,  Fitted  with  Instruments 

No.  As8.     Black  or  Brown  Cowhide 

„  Fitted  Complete 


BAti     IM     COWHIDE, 
EMPTY,  36/6 

66/- 
5/6 
16/6 
28/6 
24/6 
47/- 


BAILEY'S  BATH  AND  FOOD  THERMOMETER. 


I  INDIA  RUBBER 
/BED  SHEETING. I 
/  JACONET  ETC. 

Per  yd.  Width 
Single  Texture     ...     3/6. ..36  in- 

GLASS  DOUCHE.  ^^-^^         f^ctnJt°°^ 27llifln 

Complete.     2-Pint,    6/6  UMBILICAL    BAND.  Batiste  ...       .".'.'     3/3..".36  in.' 

'*      ••        7/6  Improved  ...  4/6  each 


In  Reversible  Metal  Case.     Complete  only  1/9 

WRITE    FOR     CATALOGUE 
POST    FREE. 

Telephone  :    MUSEUM  1484. 
Telegrams;    'BAYLEAF,    OX.   LONDON." 


38  OXFORD  STREET,  and  2  RATHBONE  PLACE,  LONDON,  W.l. 
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THIS  SUPPLEMENT  BEING  THE  OFFICIAL  ORGAN  OF  THE  CORPORATION. 


LECTURE. 

COLOUR    IN    ITS    PHYSIOLOGICAL    AND 
PSYCHOLOGICAL    ASPECTS. 

In  introducing  the  lecturer  on  Saturday  last. 
Baron  Rosencrantz  touched  on  points  of  contact 
between  the  artist  and  the  nurse  and  spoke  of  the 
very  deep  study  which  Mr.  Norton  had  made  of 
colour  from  many  different  aspects.  He  had  taken 
up  the  subject  not  as  an  artist  who  played  with 
colour  in  order  to  produce  certain  effects  on  canvas, 
but  from  a  point  of  view  that  was  much  wider 
than  this. 

In  commencing  his  lecture,  Mr.  Norton  said  that 
the  subject  was  one  which  had  excited  the  interest 
of  investigators  from  the  earliest  times.  Empe- 
docles,  Aristotle,  Plato  and  Diogenes  were  among 
the  early  writers  and  philosophers  who  sought  to 
explain  the  nature  of  colour  and  vision.  Among 
modern  investigators  were  Newton,  Brewster, 
Young,  Helmuster  and  Ogden  Rood,  whose  investi- 
gations were  conducted  chiefly  on  the  physical  side  ; 
we  have  the  Hering  theory,  which  contradicts  the 
physical  theory  in  one  very  important  point. 
Then  there  is  Goethe's  colour  teaching,  which  is 
at  variance  with  both  physical  and  physiological 
theories  which  are  current  at  the  present  time,  and 
which  deals  with  the  psychical  aspect  of  colour  in 
an  infinitely  more  comprehensive  way  than  is  to 
be  found  in  scientific  works  on  colour.  Indeed,  of 
the  psychic  quality  of  colour  there  is  little  feeling 
or  understanding  at  present  in  scientific  or  artistic 
circles.  Familiarity  with  the  physical  and  phj^sio- 
logical  theories  of  colour,  such  as  the  Young- 
Helmholtz  and  the  Hering  theories,  leave  the 
seeker  for  truth  in  a  very  bewildered  state,  inas- 
much as  scientists  are  divided  in  opinion  as  regards 
the  hypothetical  ether  on  which  the  former  theory 
is  based,  while  the  latter  theory  is  based  on  three 
substances  or  sets  of  nerves  of  which  there  is  no 
anatomical  evidence. 

What  is  one  to  do  in  such  circumstances  ?  One 
can  only  rely  on  one's  own  innate  sense  of  truth 
and  the  facts  of  experience.  Goethe  constantly 
draws  one's  attention  to  facts ^  and  if  one  pays 
attention  to  those  no  other  conclusion  than 
Goethe's  is  possible. 

Colour  is  manifested  to  us  as  a  consequence  of 
sunlight,  and  our  appreciation  of  it  is  gained 
through  the  organ  of  sight — the  eye.  The  eye  is 
maintained  as  an  organ  of  sight  by  the  sunlight ; 


without  light  there  would  be  no  vision.  (Here  Mr. 
Norton  gave  instances,  such  as  the  case  of  pit 
ponies,  where  blindness  occurred  as  the  result  of 
living  in  the  dark.)  It  is  from  the  study  of  solar 
phenomena  that  we  shall  get  a  solution  of  the 
problem  of  colour,  not  from  analysing  a  beam  in 
a  dark  room,  but  by  going  to  the  source  of  colour, 
the  sun.  We  observe  sunlight  through  a  semi- 
transparent  medium,  the  atmosphere.  The  first 
mitigation  of  sunlight  through  the  deepening  of 
the  atmosphere  produces  the  sensation  yellow. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  darkening  of  infinite  space 
appears  blue  to  us  because  we  see  it  through  the 
same  semi-transparent  medium — the  atmosphere. 
A  further  densification  of  atmosphere  gives  us  the 
red  of  the  setting  sun.  These  are  our  primordial 
colour  sensations — the  two  fundamental,  yellow 
and  blue,  with  the  third  red,  and  from  these  the 
rest  of  the  colour  sensations  can  be  produced. 

In  connection  with  the  physiological  effects,  if  we 
gaze  at  the  sun  or  a  beam  of  light  admitted  into  a 
dark  room  and  then  turn  our  gaze  to  the  dark  wall 
our  after  vision  is  accompanied  by  the  appearance 
of  colour;  we  see  first  a  circular, colourless  image; 
-this  circle  will  become  tinged  with  yellow  at  the 
centre  and  at  the  same  time  the  edge  will  become 
red  ;  this  will  gradually  cover  the  whole  circle 
and  at  the  same  time  the  edge  will  appear  blue. 
When  the  whole  becomes  blue  the  edge  will  darken 
and  then  the  whole  will  disappear. 

A  colour  is  said  to  be  complementary  to  another 
when  the  sensation  evolved  by  their  union  is 
equivalent  to  their  disappearance  and  approxi- 
mates to  light  grey.  We  are  so  constituted  that 
we  no  sooner  behold  a  certain  colour  than  we  are 
induced  to  produce  its  complementary — if  we  see 
red  on  a  white  surface  we  evoke  a  green  colour  on 
the  white  and  so  on  with  all  the  colours  ;  the  eye 
ever  seeks  unity — the  primal  white  light  the 
source .  of  its  origin.  In  any  use  of  colour  for 
curative  purposes  it  is  the  complementary  sensation 
evoked  which  is  the  determining  factor,  not  that 
which  is  seen  objectively. 

To  turn  to  the  psychological  aspect  of  the 
subject,  yellow  radiates  out  and  sets  us  back 
to  the  primal  beginnings  of  things  ;  then  blue 
denotes  movement ;  it  seems  to  draw  us  ever 
upward  and  onward ;  and  then  comes  red,  the 
culminating  point,  self  -  contained  movement. 
There  are  strong  will  impulses  in  these  colours. 
They    are    the    acting    colours.       In    connection 
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with  colour  in  its  curative  aspect  there  are 
four  temperaments  to  be  considered.  There 
are  the  choleric  and  the  sanguine  tempera- 
ments and  suitable  colours  for  curative  purposes 
for  these  are  to  be  found  in  the  advancing  colours 
such  as  yellow  and  red.  The  inactive,  phlegmatic 
and  melancholic  temperaments  require  blue  or 
blue-green,  but  these  only  that  the  comple- 
mentary colour  may  be  evoked  and  the  impulse 
to  activity  given  on  the  one  hand  and  passivity  on 
the  other.  But  an  individual  is  not  fixed  in  any 
one  of  these  temperaments,  and  a  choleric  person 
may,  for  example,  be  'affected  in  the  digestive 
system.  Then  the  position  becomes  very  com- 
plicated, and  only  a  profound  knowledge  of 
physiology  and  psychology  can  say  what  should 
be  done.  We  have  also  to  get  a  real  understanding 
of  the  nature  of  man  as  a  spiritual  being  before 
colour  can  be  used  to  its  full  extent  as  a  curative 
agent ;  unless  such  understanding  is  achieved 
experiments  in  colour  treatment  may  very  readily 
end  in  disaster.  With  this  note  of  warning  Mr. 
Norton  closed  his  lecture,  which  had  proved 
exceedingly  interesting,  and  which  was  illustrated 
by  many  diagrams,  blackboard  drawings  and 
certain  experiments. 

At  the  close  of  the  lecture  Baron  Rosencrantz 
referred  to  the  help  which  he  himself  had  received, 
in  connection  with  his  painting,  from  a  study  of 
the  theories  upon  which  Mr.  Norton  had  touched. 
Several  nurses  asked  questions  which  led  up  to  a 
lengthy  discussion  which,  unfortunately,  owing  to 
the  limitations  of  space,  we  are  unable  to 
report. 

Mrs.  Norton  has  very  kindly  invited  any  nurses, 
who  care  to,  to  go  to  her  house  on  the  evening  of 
June  19th  to  see  her  husband's  paintings  and  to 
continue,  if  they  wish,  the  discussion  commenced 
on  Saturday.  Those  who  wish  to  accept  her  in- 
vitation should  write  as  soon  as  possible  to  inform 
the  Secretary  of  this. 

A  NOVEL  TEA-PARTY. 

Mr.  Paterson  has  again  this  year  issued  invita- 
tions to  a  "  Gastric  Tea  "  at  the  London  Temper- 
ance Hospital.  This  wUl  take  place  on  Saturday, 
24th  inst.  at  4  p.m.  When  tea  is  over  there  will 
be  a  musical  and  dramatic  entertainment  by 
members  of  the  Nursing  Staff  of  the  Temperance 
Hospital.  The  principal  guests  wiU  be  those  upon 
whom  Mr.  Paterson,  at  one  time  or  another, 
operated  for  gastric  trouble.  Major  Rigg,  its 
Chairman,  has  promised  to  attend  and  other 
guests  have  also  been  invited.  We  confess  to  a 
certain  anxiety  as  to  Mr.  Paterson's  design  in  this 
when  we  remember  the  sumptuous  hospitality  at 
certain  anniversary  gatherings  in  connection  with 
Queen  Alexandra's  Hospital  for  Officers.  How- 
ever, we  advise  all  who  are  fortunate  enough  to 
receive  an  invitation  to  take  the  risk  of  entering 
the  category  of  privileged  (?)  individuals  who 
possess  the  special  qualification  which  entitles  one 
to  an  annual  invitation  to  Mr.  Paterson's  "  Gastric 
tea." 


THE  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  Association 
will  take  place  at  194,  Queen's  Gate,  W.  7,  on 
Friday,  June  30th,  at  5.30  p.m.  Her  Royal 
Highness  the  Princess  Christian,  President  of  the 
Corporation,  has  graciously  intimated  her  intention 
to  preside,  which  will  give  the  greatest  pleasure  to 
the  members. 

Tea  will  be  served  in  the  drawing-room  at 
4.30  p.m. 

R.B.N.A.  MEMBERS  AND  THE  WAIFS 
AND  STRAYS. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  members  who  wUl 
help  us  again  this  year  in  selling  flags  in  aid  of  the 
Homes  for  Waifs  and  Strays.  The  day  on  which 
we  ask  them  to  do  this  kindness  to  the  children  is 
July  6th,  and  the  R.B.N.A.  Nurses  will  sell  their 
flags  in  Queen's  Gate. 

THE     HOLMES    CHARACTER     PRIZE. 

There  has  been  established  at  the  Scottish 
Corporation  Schools,  Bushey,  a  prize  to  be  given 
annually  and  to  be  known  as  the  "  Holmes 
Character  Prize,"  to  commemorate  the  name  of 
Miss  Jessie  Holmes.  The  prize  is  to  be  given  to 
the  best  girl  and  boy  and  the  judges  who  are  to 
make  the  award  are  to  be  the  children  of  the 
schools.     We  congratulate  Miss  Holmes. 

WEDDING. 

Miss  Kathleen  Mary  Dunne  is  to  be  married  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Gordon  Rodd  on  Saturday,  June  17th. 
After  the  wedding  ceremony  there  will  be  a  re- 
ception at  the  Royal  British  Nurses'  Association 
Club,  194,  Queen's  Gate,  S.W.  7. 

GIFTS  TO  THE   CLUB. 

Miss  Anderson,  flowers  and  eggs  ;  Miss  Bennett, 
flowers  ;  Miss  Bielby,  flowers  ;  Miss  Bishop, 
flowers  and  cakes ;  Miss  Coates,  cream ;  Mrs. 
Hayes  Palmer,  flowers  ;  Miss  Lawson,  theatre 
tickets  ;  Miss  Leith,  concert  tickets ;  Miss  Rowan, 
flowers  ;     Mrs.  Thomson,  flowers. 

A    VALUABLE     OPPORTUNITY. 

Modem  languages  are  very  much  neglected  in 
the  education  of  girls  offering  themselves  as 
probationers,  and  as  in  the  future  competition 
will  soon  pass  over  those  who  can  only  speak  their 
native  language,  we  draw  the  attention  of  nurses 
to  the  following  announcement  in  the  hope  that  it 
may  encourage  those  who  have  time  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  valuable  teaching  at  a  nominal 
cost.     Fes,  Summer  Session,  3s.  6d.  only. 

The  London  County  Council  Modern  Language 
Classes  for  Adults  are  still  being  successfully  con- 
ducted by  able  native  professors.  These  classes 
are  intended  to  benefit  men  and  women  who  are 
unable  to  attend  the  Council's  Evening  Institutes. 
They  are  held  in  the  afternoon  and  the  early  part 
of  the  evening  at  Kingsway  Hall,  and  at  the  Wild 
Street  School,  Keeley  Street,  Kingsway. 
Isabel  Macdonald, 

Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 
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A    CAMPAIGN    OF   CALUMNY. 

A    PERSONAL    STATEMENT. 

Many  of  my  colleagues  have  evidently,  from 
correspondence  received,  read  with  outraged 
feelings  the  report  which  appeared  in  this  Journal 
last  week  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Meeting  of  the 
General  Nursing  CouncU  for  England  and  Wales, 
held  at  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  Friday,  May  19th, 
and  they  are  unanimous  in  condemning  the  dis- 
graceful Perversion  of  the  Truth  put  forward  in 
■excuse  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Registration 
Committee,  supported  by  Sir  Jenner  Verrall  and 
the  more  aggressive  of  the  College  Matrons'  group — 
in  defence  of  their  policy  to  thrust  upon  the 
Nursing  Profession,  a  Statutory  Register  containing 
the  names  of  persons  whose  credentials  have  not 
been  seen — and  therefore  not  investigated — ^by 
members  of  the  Statutory  Body  entrusted  by 
Parliament  with  this  public  duty. 

Inaccurate  Information  Supplied  to  Minister. 

It  will  be  within  the  memory  of  the  readers  of 
this  Journal  that  when  the  Minister  of  Health 
supported  the  new  Rules  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
to  which  a  large  section  of  the  Nursing  Profession 
took  strong  exception — he  did  so — as  we  proved 
at  the  time,  upon  inaccurate  information,  pre- 
sumably furnished  to  him  from  an  official  source, 
placing  the  blame  for  the  inexcusable  delay  in 
registering  applicants,  upon  myself — as  Chairman 
of  the  Registration  Committee — instead  of  upon 
the  person  responsible  for  organising  the  office 
work,  so  that  the  evidence  required  under  the 
Statutory  Rules  for  scrutinising  credentials  and 
references  by  members  of  the  Council  authorised 
to  inspect  them,  should  be  available. 

In  the  first  instance  Sir  Alfred  Mond  was  led  to 
misinform  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  number 
of  persons  registered.  He  stated  that  only  1,500, 
instead  of  close  on  3,000  nurses  had  been 
registered  between  September,  192 1,  and  March, 
1922.  And,  secondly,  he  made  the  unjustifiable 
statement  that  this  failure  to  register  applicants 
was  the  result  of  the  "  meticulous  and  ridiculous  " 
method  pursued  by  myself. 

The  reason  applicants  were  not  registered  was 
that  for  want  of  efficient  organisation  in  the 
■office  the  references  required  by  the  Rules  were 
not  to  hand — so  that  in  March  some  1,400 
.applications  were  lying  in  the  office,  some  having 
been  waiting  for  months,  which  I,  with  the  help  of 
my  colleagues  on  the  Council,  could  have  easily 
scrutinised  and  submitted  to  the  Registration 
Committee  for  recommendation  to  the  Council 
for  registration  had  they  been  in  order. 

I  therefore  again  repudiate  these  mendacious 
excuses  supplied  to,  and  presumably  used  in 
ignorance  by,  the  Minister  of  Health,  in  his 
determined  support  of  the  new  Rules,  as  calculated 
and  intended  to  injure  my  professional  reputation. 
The  new  Rule  drafted  with  the  intention  of 
removing  from  office,  members  of  the  Council 
who  were  in  opposition  to  the  bureaucratic  and 
disastrous  policy  of  the  ignorant  majority  of  the 
Council,  has  fulfilled  that  object,  and  I  have  been 


removed  from  the  Chair  of  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee, to  make  room  for  Dr.  E.  W.  Goodall,  who 
took  such  an  active,  if  somewhat  secretive,  part  in 
creating  the  vacancy  ! 

Thus,  from  February  25  th  last,  I  have  had  no 
responsibility  whatever  for  the  persons  recom- 
mended for  registration,  and  decline  to  be  made 
responsible  for  the  inevitable  inefficiency  of  the 
new  system — giving  discretion  to  one  official, 
and  making  it  practically  possible  to  compile  a 
State  Register  of  persons  concerning  whose 
credentials  and  characters  members  of  the  Council 
know  nothing. 

The  Question  of  Conjoint  Certificates. 
On  September  30th,  1921,  the  first  list  of 
applicants  for  registration  were  recommended  to 
the  Council,  and  amongst  those  approved  was  a 
Nurse  holding  a  three  years'  conjoint  certificate 
from  the  Dreadnought  Hospital,  Greenwich,  a 
general  hospital  for  men,  and  the  Hospital  for 
Women,  Soho  Square,  W. 

At  a  future  meeting  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee had  under  consideration  the  question  of 
such  conjoint  certificates.  It  was  agreed  that 
such  training  was  not  strictly  in  conformance 
with  the  letter  of  the  law  of  the  Statutory  Rules, 
although  the  Rules  did  not  define  a  general 
hospital  as  one  for  both  sexes. 

To  remove  ambiguity  and  do  justice  to  these 
experienced  nurses,  I  proposed  that  a  Rule  should 
be  drafted  to  cover  their  special  case.  This  was 
agreed,  and  I  drafted  a  Rule  which  was  submitted 
to  and  approved  by  the  Council,  was  submitted 
to  the  Scottish  and  Irish  Nursing  Councils  ;  and  both 
bodies  subsequently  notified  the  English  Council 
that  they  had  no  objection  to  it.  The  Rule  was 
then  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Minister 
of  Health,  returned  with  a  slight  amendment 
and  was  agreed  to  by  the  Council  on  March  17th 
last  in  the  following  form  : — 

{a.a)  A  certificate  or  certificates  that  the  applicant 
has  before  the  ist  November,  191 9,  had  not  less  than 
two  years'  training  in  a  Hospital  for  Men  only  approved 
by  the  Council  for  training,  and  not  less  than  one 
year's  training  in  a  Hospital  for  Women  only  similarly 
approved,  or  alternatively,  not  less  than  two  years' 
training  in  a  Hospital  for  Women  only  approved  by 
the  Council  for  training,  and  not  less  than  one  year's 
training  in  a  hospital  for  Men  only  similarly  approved. 

The  Rule  applies  to  Existing  and  Intermediate 
Nurses. 

During  these  deliberations,  covering  a  period 
of  five  months,  a  certain  number  of  applications 
from  Nurses  holding  the  Dreadnought  Hospital 
conjoint  Certificate  were  received.  The  copies 
of  these  certificates  were,  presumably  verified  by 
the  Registrar,  but  when  such  applications  were, 
amongst  others,  down  on  the  list  for  scrutiny  by 
members  of  the  Council  they  were  put  aside  until 
they  were  eligible  for  consideration  under  a  new 
Rule  approved  by  the  Minister,  and  a  note  to 
this  effect — referring  them  for  future  consideration — 
was  made  on  the  Pass  List,  and  often  an 
additional  chit  to  this  effect  was  pinned  on  to  the 
referred  Form  : — 
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None  of  these  Applications  or  the  accompanying 
Certificates  and  References  were  scrutinised  by  me, 
or  by  any  colleague,  when  inspecting  applications. 
None  were  marked  "  Passed  "  on  the  List  as  eligible 
according  to  the  existing  Rules,  and  as  they  were  put 
aside,  I  presume  they  were  filed  by  the  Registrar  for 
future  scrutiny  should  the  Minister  approve  a  Rule  to 
make  them  eligible  for  consideration  for  registration. 

On  March  17th,  the  new  Rule  to  reconstitute 
the  Standing  Committees  primarily  drafted  to 
remove  me  from  the  Registration  Committee  came 
into  operation,  and  I  was  ejected  from  it  ;  and 
the  new  policy,  proposed  by  Miss  Cox-Davies, 
giving  absolute  discretion  to  the  Registrar  for 
the  scrutiny  of  applications  and  references,  came 
into  full  force. 

Some    twenty    applications    from    nurses    with . 
conjoint  certificates,  as    I    have    stated,  were    in 
the  office,  awaiting  scrutiny — now  the  duty  of  the 
Registrar. 

On  April  21st,  the  General  Nursing  Council 
had  before  it  a  large  number  of  applications  for 
registration  (the  difficulty  of  procuring  references 
had  apparently  been  overcome).  Hundreds  of 
these  applications  were  recommended  by  the 
Registration  Committee  without  inspection  as 
"  in  order."  Amongst  them  were  nineteen  appli- 
cants holding  the  conjoint  certificate  of  the 
Dreadnought  Hospital,  which  in  the  past  had 
exacted  only  six  months'  training  at  the  Hospital 
for  Women,  Soho.  I  enquired,  before  they  were 
approved  by  the  Council,  if  these  applications 
had  been  scrutinised  ?  I  was  informed  they  were 
"  in  order."  I  then  enquired  if  these  Forms  were 
in  the  room  for  reference  ?  I  was  informed  they 
were  not.  I  then  gave  notice  that  I  would  scruti- 
nise  these   Forms   and   Papers. 

Miss  Cox-Davies  proposed  that  the  inspection  of 
the  papers  queried  should  be  made  in  the  presence 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Registration  Committee 
(Dr.  Goodall),  but  as  this  attempt  to  over-ride 
Rule  49  was  out  of  order  it  was  ignored.  On 
April  24th,  I  scrutinised  twenty  Forms  with  con- 
joint certificates  at  the  office,  and  found  four  out 
of  that  number  did  not  conform  to  the  new 
Statutory  Rule.  I  then  gave  notice  of  the 
following  Resolution  to  be  placed  on  the  Agenda 
Paper  of  the  Council  meeting  on  May  19th  : — 

Mrs.  Fen  wick  to  move  : — 

"  That,  as  four  out  of  twenty  applications  for  registra- 
tion, passed  as  eligible  by  the  Council  on  April  21st,  and 
since  scrutinised,  have  been  found  not  to  conform  to  the 
Statutory  Rules,  the  instruction  to  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee, granting  discretion  to  the  Registrar,  passed  by 
the  Council  on  February  17th,  1922,  be  rescinded,  and  the 
former  instruction,  passed  on  July  14th,  1921,  directing 
the  Registration  Committee  to  consider  applications  and 
scrutinise  testimonials  before  recommending  them  to 
the  Council  for  approval,  be  substituted  for  it ;  so  that 
a  correct  Register  may  be  compiled,  in  conformity  with 
the  Statutory  Rules,  and  the  Council  be  saved  the  risk  of 
litigation  under  Section  8  (2)  of  the  Nurses'  Registration 
Act,  1919." 

On  May  19th,  I  proposed  the  Resolution, 
which  was  seconded  by  Miss  MacCallum.  It  was 
on  the  debate  on  this  Resolution  that  the  Cam- 


paign of  Calumny  was  carried  a  step  further  by 
Dr.  Goodall  and  his  supporters.  Dr.  Goodall, 
after  acknowledging  that  the  four  applications 
did  not  conform  to  the  Rules,  stated,  as  an  excuse, 
"  All  these  particular  Forms  have  been  scrutinised 
by  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  put  on  one  side,  and 
deferred  for  the  passing  of  the  new  Rule." 

That  statement  is  a  lie. 

Whether  made  primarily  by  the  Registrar,  or 
the  Chairman  of  the  Registration  Committee,  I 
unhesitatingly  stigmatise  it  as  a  mean  and  con- 
temptible evasion  of  the  truth.  The  Registrar 
had  been  given  the  responsibility  by  the  Council 
of  scrutinising  Forms  without  supervision.  Pre- 
sumably she  failed  to  scrutinise  these  papers,, 
after  the  new  Rule  had  been  approved  by  the 
Minister,  when  for  the  first  time  they  were  eligible 
for  consideration. 

Then,  as  on  a  former  occasion  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  I  was  blamed  for  the  neglect  of  duty  of 
others,  without  a  shred  of  evidence  in  support 
of  so  grogs  a  misstatement. 

Then  we  come  to  the  outrageous  personal 
attack  made  upon  me  by  Sir  Jenner  Verrall,  who 
was  not  present  at  the  previous  Meeting,  and  who 
had  no  personal  knowledge  whatever  of  the 
question  under  discussion.  But  this  ignorance 
did  not  deter  him  from  accusing  me  of  cowardice 
and  trickery — "  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  cheap 
triumph  at  the  expense  of  an  official  who  could 
not  defend  herself."  (I  have  never  found  the  lady 
incapable  of  speech  or  diffident  in  this  connection.) 

I  have  never  submitted  in  silence  to  be  bullied 
and  browbeaten  by  any  man,  and  I  am  not  going 
to  submit  to  such  methods  of  intimidation  in  the 
performance  of  my  public  duty  on  the  General 
Nursing  Council  from  any  member  of  it,  mgile  or 
female,  without  publicly  protesting  against  it. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  has,  with  the  majority  of 
the  CouncU,  helped  to  thrust  the  disastrous 
bureaucratic  management  of  the  Nurses'  Register 
upon  our  Profession,  and  is,  presumably,  com- 
pelled to  support  the  system  when  it  is  proved  to 
be  a  snare  and  a  delusion.  But  that  is  no  excuse 
for  his  most  insulting  method  of  debate. 

'Actions  at  Law. 

And  what  about  the  four  applications  under 
discussion  ? 

Dr.  Goodall  repudiated  the  idea  of  "  actions  at 
law."  The  reference  to  "  risk  of  litigation  "  he 
scouted  as  a  "  mare's  nest." 

But  I  am  not  so  sure. 

These  four  applicants  have  been  registered  by 
the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  Council,  on  April  21st,  instructed  the 
Registrar  "  to  place  their  names  in  the  appro- 
priate part  of  the  Register." 

It  was  also  approved  : — 

"  That  the  appropriate  certificate  be  granted 
to  each  of  these  applicants,  and  that  authority 
be  hereby  given  to  affix  the  Seal  of  the  Council  ta 
each  certificate." 
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On  May  19th,  in  reply  to  a  question.  Dr.  Goodall 
informed  the  Council  "  the  ladies  in  question  had 
not  been  informed  that  their  applications  had 
been  accepted,  and  if  necessary  they  need  not  be 
so  informed." 

By  whose  authority  have  the  directions  of  the 
Council  of  April  21st  been  ignored  ? 

Rule  44  (i)  (Powers  of  Committees)  provides 
that  the  Council  may  not  delegate  to  a  Committee 
"  the  powers  of  removing  a  nurse  from  the 
Hegister." 

Therefore,  neither  the  Registration  Committee, 
nor  the  Registrar,  nor  the  Chairman  of  the  Council 
alone  has  the  statutory  right  to  de-register  any 
nurse  who  has  been  placed  on  the  Register  by  the 
■General  Nursing  CouncU.  . 

There  is  no  "  mare's  nest  "  about  Rule  44  (i), 
and  if  the  four  applicants  approved  by  the  Council 
on  April  21st  are  removed  illegally  I  consider 
they  have  a  very  strong  case  for  an  action  at  law. 

Instead  of  "  abusing  the  plaintiff's  attorney," 
I  am  of  opinion  that  Dr.  Goodall  and  his  sup- 
porters would  have  been  wiser  when  acknowledging 
an  error  to  take  steps  to  rectify  it. 

Nurses  are  proverbially  treated  with  contempt 
by  their  despotic  controllers,  but  the  Nurses' 
Registration  Act  has  bestowed  upon  us  legal 
status  and  legal  protection,  and  we  do  not  intend 
to  permit  Dr.  Goodall  or  any  other  person  whoso- 
ever to  ignore  our  Statutory  Powers,  Rights  or 
Privileges. 

Ethel  G.  Fen  wick. 
Registered  Nurse. 


MEDALS  FOR  MALE  NURSES. 


An  interesting  event  took  place  in  the  nurses' 
recreation  room  of  the  Hackney  Infirmary  on 
Wednesday,  May  24th,  in  the  form  of  a  presentation 
of  medals  and  certificates  to  third-year  nurses.  Out 
of  the  eighteen  who  sat  for  examination,  eleven  had 
secured  first-class  certificates,  and  the  remainder 
second  class. 

The  highest  possible  number  of  marks  was  280,  and 
this  time  male  nurses  had  the  distinction  of  carrying 
off  the  two  leading  awards — a  gold  medal  and  a  silver 
medal,  respectively — the  recipients  being  Mr.  Alfred  J. 
Hipkin  (235  marks)  and  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Steele  (233). 
The  bronze  medal  went  to  Nurse  Mabel  Whate  (223). 
Each  also  received  a  certificate. 

The  fifteen  other  nurses  entitled  to  certificates 
were :  Louisa  Evans,  Ann  S.  Reid,  Annie  White, 
Nora  Sheehan,  Ethel  Maud  Pugh,  Gwenllian  Jenkins, 
Margaret  A.  Smith,  Annie  S.  Phimister,  Eva  Horsnell, 
Nora  O'SuUivan,  Sarah  K.  R.  Simpson,  Annie  R.  P. 
Fowler,  Louisa  A.  Ffortune,  Elsie  Sercombe,  and 
Elizabeth  McCabe. 

The  awards  were  distributed  by  Mr.  J.  Mason 
(Chairman  of  the  Board). 

The  Medical  Superintendent  (Dr. '  Brander)  and  the 
Matron  (Miss  Griffith)  are  greatly  to  be  congratulated 
upon  the  success  of  their  pupils.  We  hope  Mr.  Hipkin 
and  Mr.  Steele  will  apply  for  registration  by  the  State. 
The  Male  Nurses'  Register  requires  the  support  of  men 
of  their  ability. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

MATRON. 

St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Paddington. — Miss  Dorothy  E. 
Bannon  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained 
at  St.  Thomas  s  Hospital,  London,  obtaining  her  certi- 
ficate in  1 91 7,  has  had  experience  of  administrative 
work  in  the  Matron's  Office,  and  is  at  present  Night 
Superintendent  at  St.  Thomas's  Hospital. 

Walthamstow,  Wanstead,  and  Leyton  Children's 
General  Hospital,  Walthamstow. — Miss  Kate  E.  Hay- 
wood has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained 
at  the  General  Hospital,  Stroud,  Gloucestershire, 
and  has  been  Staff  Nurse,  Outpatient  and  Electrical 
Sister,  and  Sister  of  a  flat  of  two  wards  at  the  National 
Hospital  for  the  Paralysed  and  Epileptic,  Queen  Square, 
Sister  in  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial  Nursing  Service 
Reserve  in  France  and  Belgium  for  four  and  a  half 
years,  and  Assistant  Matron  and  Home  Sister  at 
Queen  Mary's  Hospital  for  the  East  End.  For  her 
services  in  the  war  she  was  awarded  the  Royal  Red 
Cross,  Second  Class,  and  the  Belgian  Medal  of  Queen 
Elisabeth. 

Deal  and  Walmer  Victoria  Hospital,  Wellington  Road, 
Deal. — Miss  Amy  F.  M.  Home  has  been  appointed 
Matron.  She  w^s  trained  at  the  Middlesbrough 
Hospital,  and  has  been  Matron  of  Bovey  Tracey  and 
District  Surgical  Hospital,  and  Matron  of  Ashburton 
Hospital. 

Longford  Sanatorium,  Isle  of  Wight. — Miss  Martha  A. 
Rogers  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained 
at  the  Birmingham  Infirmary,  holds  the  certificate,  and 
has  been  Assistant  Matron  at  the  Norfolk  War  Hos- 
pital, and  at  Colindale  Hospital,  Hendon,  and  is  a 
Certified  Midwife. 

Overstone  Hospital,  Pittenween,  Fife. — Miss  A.  R. 
Melville  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained 
at  Ruchill  Hospital,  Glasgow,  and  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Glasgow,  and  has  been  Sister  at  Ruchill  Hospital, 
Night  Sister  at  East  Pitton  Hospital,  Leith,  Super- 
intendent Sister  at  Bangour  War  Hospital,  West 
Lothian,  and  Sister  at  the  Motherwell  County  Hospital. 
She  has  also  had  experience  in  private  nursing. 

QUEEN    ALEXANDRAS    MILITARY     NURSING 
SERVICE    FOR    INDIA. 

The  following  ladies  have  been  appointed  to  Queen 
Alexandra's  Military  Nursing  Service  for  India 
(Temporary)  in  the  grade  of  Staff  Nurse  :  Miss  D.  W. 
Gower,  Miss  E.  A.  Bryant. 


SCHOLARSHIPS   FOR   NURSES. 

We  are  informed  by  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Birmingham  and  Three  Counties  Social  Centre  of 
the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  that : 

A  Scholarship,  value  /150,  is  offered  for  the  yeai 
1922-3  to  enable  a  Trained  Nurse  to  take  a  year's 
course  at  King's  College  for  Women,  London,  with  a 
view  to  qualifying  as  a  Tutor- Sister. 

Also,  two  Midwifery  Scholarships  of  £25  each  for 
the  year  1922-3. 

These  Scholarships  are  open  to  Nurses  holding  a 
Certfficate  of  General  Training  from  a  Hospital  in 
Birmingham  or  in  the  Counties  of  Warwickshire, 
Worcestershire  or  Staffordshire,  or  who  have  worked 
as  Nurses  within  this  area. 

Examinations  for  the  above  Scholarships  will  be 
held  in   June. 

Apply,  giving  particulars  as  to  training,  experience, 
age  or  education,  not  later  than  June  6th,  to  the 
Hon.  Secretary,  Mrs.  Glegg,  84,  Hagley  Road, 
Edgbaston. 
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RECIPROCAL   REGISTRATION    FOR 

NURSES    WITH    THE    OVERSEAS 

DOMINIONS    AND    INDIA. 

As  there  has  been  so  much  delay  in  the  office  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council  in  procuring  and 
scheduling  Nursing  Acts  and  systems  of  nurses' 
registration  in  the  Overseas  Dominions  and  India 
and  in  the  Crown  Colonies,  so  as  to  conform  to 
the  Nurses'  Registration  Act,  191 9,  we  have  for 
some  time  been  gathering  together  the  information 
and  shall,  at  an  early  date,  tabulate  it  for  the 
benefit  of  nurses  trained  outside  the  United 
Kingdom.  We  hear  from  nurses  that  their  appli- 
cations for  registration  have  been  held  up  for  so 
many  months  that  they  have  given  up  hope  of 
ever  receiving  a  definite  reply.  All  applications 
from  overseas  should,  of  course,  be  at  once  referred 
to  the  Registration  Committee.  But,  as  at  present 
constituted,  we  doubt  if  any  of  its  members  are 
in  possession  of  the  information  required. 


REGISTRATION    IN    ONTARIO. 

There  is  good  news  from  Ontario.  The  Hon. 
H.  C.  Nixon,  provincial  secretary,  introduced  a 
BUI  into  the  Legislature  of  Ontario,  providing  for 
registration  of  nurses.  The  Bill  sets  out  that  a 
training  school  for  nurses  may  be  maintained  and 
conducted  in  any  hospital  or  sanatorium,  and 
that  the  graduate  nurses  of  such  training  schools 
are  entitled  to  have  their  names  placed  in  a 
register,  kept  for  that  purpose,  under  the  direction 
of  the  provincial  secretary.  Nurses  so  registered 
may  be  known  as  "  registered  nurses."  No  nurse, 
under  penalties,  wUl  be  permitted  to  use  this  title 
if  not  registered. 

A  board  may  be  appointed  by  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor-in-Council  to  carry  out  the  Act.  Under 
the  old  conditions  only  hospitals  receiving  govern- 
ment grants  could  conduct  a  training  school. 
Nurses  in  other  Provinces  of  Canada  are  registered, 
and  it  is  the  contention  of  those  supporting 
this  Bill  that  Ontario  nurses,  not  being  registered, 
are  placed  at  a  disadvantage. 

Unless  some  such  BUI  passes,  nurses  trained  in 
Ontario  are  not  eligible  for  reciprccal  registra- 
tion  with   the   Mother   Country. 


THE  HOSPITAL   WORLD. 

With  the  sense  of  fitness  that  marks  the  Royal 
Family,  Princess  Mary  selected  the  Flag  Day  in 
aid  of  hospitals  for  her  first  public  speech. 

It  was  delivered  at  a  meeting  held  at  St.  James's 
Palace  to  organise  a  fancy  dress  ball  in  aid  of  the 
hospitals,  to  be  held  at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall  on 
June  28th. 

"  It  is  just  25  years,"  she  said,  "  since  my  grand- 
father, with  his  extraordinary  foresight,  inaugu- 
rated the  King  Edward's  Hospital  Fund,  in  order 
to  stimulate  the  voluntary  system. 


"  During  these  years  the  income  of  the  fund  has 
increased  five-fold,  but  the  work,  and  therefore 
the  cost,  of  the  hospitals  has  increased  in  simUar 
proportion. 

"  That  fund  is  now  appealing  to  us  aU  to  save 
the  voluntary  system.  We  cannot  look  on  and 
aUow  the  splendid  hospitals  to  go  down." 


It  is  hoped  that  London  Hospital  Flag  Day 
realised  ;^50,ooo  towards  the  half-million  required 
to  save  the  voluntary  system. 


Sir  Charles  Hyde  (Proprietor  of  the  Birmingham 
Post  and  Chairman  of  the  Highbury  Hospital, 
Moseley,  Birmingham),  has  generously  given  a 
hard  Tennis  Court  for  tlie  use  of  the  Hospital  Staff, 
and  on  Monday,  May  29th,  Miss  Bannester,  the 
Matron,  had  the  pleasure  of  entertaining  several  of 
the  friends  of  the  Hospital  to  tea,  whilst  the  Court 
was  opened  by  a  series  of  mat-^hes,  brilliantly  played 
by  Messrs.  A.  C.  Griffiths,  Gerard  Feenay,  Mrs. 
Bewlay,  and  Miss  J.  Taunton. 


VICTORIAN  ORDER  OF  NURSES  FOR 
CANADA. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  THEIR  NURSES  REGARD- 
ING  CARE   OF  COMMUNICABLE   DISEASES. 

In  the  overcrowded  and  badly-managed  district 
homes  perfect  quarantine  seems  so  impossible  of 
attainment  that  there  is  danger  that  the  visiting 
nurse  may  give  but  half-hearted  and  incomplete 
isolation  instructions.  It  has  been  the  rule  of  the 
nurses  of  the  Order  in  the  pabt  not  to  take  these 
cases  at  all.  But  of  late  years  there  has  been  an  insis- 
tent demand  from  the  Health  Department  that  such 
work  be  done — that  it  must  and  should  be  done — 
by  the  visiting  nurses,  and  that  they  are  the  only 
persons  on  hand  to  do  it,  and  that  these  cases  above 
all  others  require  the  care  of  the  trained  woman. 

It  is  the  Nurse's  duty  to  see  that  the  quarantine 
regulations  of  the  municipality  are  being  properly 
carried  out.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  rural 
districts. 

All  nursing  visits  to  contagious  cases  by  nurses 
should  be  made  at  the  end  of  each  day.  A  long- 
sleeved  gown,  tight-fitting  cap  and  rubber  gloves 
should  be  carried  to  each  case  and  worn  during  the 
stay  in  each  house.  Before  putting  on  the  gown, 
get  everything  needed  ready — solution,  tongue 
depressor,  cotton,  soap  and  nail  brush,  &c.,  from 
bag,  close  it  and  leave  it  outside  Avith  uniform  coat 
on  the  porch  or  in  room  away  from  patient. 
Remove  cuffs,  roll  sleeves  up  to  the  elbows,  prepare 
hand  solution,  collect  everything  needed  for  the 
sick-room  and  then  put  on  your  cap  and  gloves. 
When  through  with  the  patient,  disinfect  your 
gloves,  remove  gown  and  fold  it  so  that  the  inner 
surface  remains  uncontaminated,  and  put  in  some 
safe  place  where  no  members  of  the  family  will 
come  in   contact   with  it.     Disinfect  the  hands. 


356 


^be  Britleb  3ournal  of  Irtur^ing. 


June  3,   1922 


scrubbing  them  thoroughly  with  soap,  water  and 
brush.  Let  the  family  see  you  taking  all  these 
precautions.  It  is  one  of  the  valuable  lessons  that 
you  are  there  to  teach.  Explain  that  infection 
follows  careless  contact  of  attendant's  hands  or 
clothing  with  person  and  bedding  of  patient. 
Urge  the  member  of  the  family  who  is  caring  for 
the  patient  to  wear  a  garment  of  some  kind  that 
covers  her  ordinary  clothing.  Teach  her  to  wear 
this  in  the  sick  room  only.  Teach  her  to  sweep 
with  a  damp  broom  and  duSt  with  a  cloth  wrung 
out  of  disinfectant.  If  possible  see  that  anyone 
suffering  from  a  contagious  disease  is  in  a  room 
where  they  can  get  fresh  air  and  sunlight,  as  these 
are  important  germicides. 

See  that  the  patient  is  having  the  proper  nourish- 
ment, as  in  many  contagiqus  cases  there  is  no  one 
to  provide  this,  the  member  of  the  family  attending 
the  patient  is  also  cooking  for  the  rest  of  the 
family.  In  this  country  a  way  can  always  be  found 
for  a  supply  of  food  from  the  outside. 

Our  nurses  can  perform  a  very  wonderful  service 
to  the  members  of  a  community  quarantined  for 
any  communicable  disease  by  feeling  responsible 
for  them  in  every  way.  In  all  but  the  very  poor 
homes  an  intelhgent  method  of  caring  for  a  patient 
can  be  carried  out,  if  the  family  is  earnest  and 
unselfish,  and  if  the  nurse  will  plan  a  daily  routine, 
which  so  many  households  lack.  Teach  the  need 
of  teamwork  and  courage.  Always  make  helpful 
and  positive  suggestion  and  maintain  an  intelligent, 
helpful  interest  in  the  family  as  long  as  they 
require  your  aid. 


OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 


The  Annual  Council  Meeting  and  Conference  of 
the  National  Council  of  Women  will  be  held  at 
Cambridge  from  September  25th  to  29th.  Some 
very  interesting  Papers  and  Speakers  are  already 
announced  in  the  Preliminary  Programme. 


We  must  now  all  begin  to  read  up  Finland.  It 
has  a  very  gallant  national  history.  We  advise 
internationalists  to  read  "  Through  Finland  in 
Carts,"  by  Mrs.  Alec  Tweedie. 


"  If  you  have  two  loaves,"  said  the  Greek 
philosopher,  "  sell  one  and  buy  lilies.  For  it 
is  as  needful  that  the  soul  as  that  the  body  should 
be  fed." 


COMINQ     EVENTS. 

Jtine  gth. — Meeting  Matrons'  Council,  Royal 
British  Nurses'  Association  Club,  194,  Queen's 
Gate,  S.W.  Miss  H.  L.  Pearse  and  Miss  J.  C. 
Child  will  speak  on  the  International  Council  of 
Nurses'  Meeting  at  Copenhagen.     3   p.m. 

June  30th. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association. 
Annual  Meeting.  Her  Royal  Highness,  Princess 
Christian,  the  President,  will  preside.  194,  Queen's 
Gate,  S.W.     5.30  p.m. 


BOOK  OF  THE  WEEK. 

"THE     DESERT    OF     WHEAT."* 

This  stirring  story  gives  an  account  of  wheat 
farming  on  the  banks  of  the  Columbia  River, 
and  very  interesting  reading  it  makes,  for  it  is 
told  by  one  who  has  evidently  first-hand  know- 
ledge of  the  cultivation  of  wheat  on  an  immense 
scale.  Like  all  books  that  are  descriptive  of  an 
industry,  it  is  very  informing,  and  the  interest 
and  romance  of  wheat  farming  gets  home. 

There  are  many  theatres  of  interest  in  this 
book,  which  starts  with  agriculture  and  finishes 
with  the  battlefield. 

Kurt  Dorn,  the  young  farmer,  at  the  period 
when  America  "  came  in  "  to  the  war,  was  working 
with  his  father  on  his  farm.  Old  Chris  Dorn,  a 
German,  owed  thirty  thousand  dollars  to  Anderson, 
a  wealthy  rancher,  who  though  he  had  been  lenient 
and  kind  was,  on  the  day  the  story  opened,  coming 
to  look  over  Chris's  wheatfield  with  a  view  to  the 
settlement  of  the  debt.  Kurt  had  long  since 
realised  that  his  father  was  illiterate,  hard,  grasp- 
ing, and  growing  worse  with  the  burden  of  years. 
Also  Kurt  bitterly  resented  his  German  nationality. 
If  only  the  rain  would  come,  then  Kurt  could  pay 
the  debt  that  hung  so  heavily  on  his  neck. 

The  rancher  Anderson  deals  with  the  young 
man  considerately,  when  Kurt  tells  him,  "  We 
have  had  three  bad  years.  If  the  wheat  fails 
this  summer,  we  lose  the  land  ;    that  is  all." 

"  Are  you  an  American  ?  "  queried  Anderson, 
treading  on  dangerous  ground. 

"  I  am,"  snapped  Kurt.  "  My  mother  was 
American  ;  she's  dead.  Father  is  German.  He's 
old.  He's  rabid  since  the  President  declared  war. 
He'll  never  change." 

"  That's  bad.  What're  going  to  do  if  your 
country  calls  you  ?  " 

"  Go,"  said  Kurt,  with  flashing  eye. 
Anderson  had  brought  with  him  on  this  visit 
of  inspection  his  pretty  daughter,  Lenore,  who 
was  destined  to  play  a  large  part  in  Kurt's  life. 
With  him  it  was  love  at  first  sight,  and  he  found 
in  her  a  kindred  spirit,  for  she,  like  himself,  was 
a  wheat  enthusiast. 

Anderson's  keen  eyes  swept  from  near  at  hand 
to  far  away  down  the  gentle  billowing  slope  and 
up  the  far  hillside.  The  wheat  was  two  feet  high, 
beginning  to  be  thick  and  heaVy  at  the  head, 
as  if  struggling  to  burst.  A  fragrant,  dry,  wheaty 
smell  mingled  with  dust  came  on  the  soft  summer 
breeze,  and  a  faint  silken  rustle.  The  greenish 
almost  blue  colour  near  at  hand  gradually  in  the 
distance  grew  lighter,  and  finally  took  on  a  tinge 
of  gold.  There  was  a  living  spirit  in  that  vast 
wheatfield . 

The  girl  gazed  with  dreamy  eyes  across  the 
undulating  sea.     Dorn  watched  her. 

"  We  have  a  ranch,  thousands  of  acres,  but  not 
like  this,"  she  said.    "  Isn't  my  desert  beautiful  ?  " 
"  No,"   she   tells   him.     It   has   a   sameness,    a 
monotony  that  would  drive  me  mad. 

Kurt  tries  to  explain  to  her  a  little  of  his  love 
for  the  land. 

*  By  Zane  Grey.     (Hodder  &   Stoughton). 
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"  These  fields  are  human  to  my  father.  And 
they  have  come  to  speak  to  me  a  language  I  don't 
yet  understand.  What  you  see  are  the  things 
round  which  my  life  has  centred,  and  when  I 
go  away  from  them  I  am  not  content." 

Leonore  said  goodbye  to  him,  and  her  eyes 
seemed  very  dark,  and  sweet  and  thoughtful. 

There  was  a  tragic  choice  in  front  of  Kurt,  he 
was  sincerely  attached  to  his  father,  he  loved 
his  wheat  farm,  and  now  had  come  into  his  life 
this  sweet-eyed  girl.  But  the  war  called  him 
and  would  not  let  him  rest.  To  kiss  that  blue- 
eyed  girl's  sweet  lips  would  be  a  sum  of  earthly 
joy,  all  satisfying,  precious.  The  wheat  fields 
rolling  before  him  every  clod  of  which  had  been 
pressed  by  his  bare  feet,  the  father  whose  change- 
less blood  had  sickened  at  the  son  of  his  loins, 
the  life  of  hope,  freedom,  of  action,  of  achieve- 
ment of  wonderful  possibility,  these  seemed 
lost  to  Kurt  Dorn.  But  no  loss,  no  sting  of 
bullet  or  bayonet,  no  torturing  victory  of  approach- 
ing death  could  balance  in  the  scale  against  the 
thought  of  a  picture  of  one  American  girl,  blue- 
eyed,  red  lipped,  golden  haired,  as  she  stepped 
somewhere  in  the  future,  down  a  summer  lane, 
or  a  blossoming  orchard,  on  soil  that  was  free. 

Dorn  went  through  much  before  he  joined  up  ; 
the  firing  of  his  wheat  as  it  stood  by  German 
revolutionaries  ;  the  saving  of  it  by  the  assistance 
of  neighbouring  farmers ;  its  harvesting,  and  the 
final  crushing  disappointment  of  its  destruction 
by  fire  in  the  bams  ;  the  violent  death  of  his 
traitor  father ;  Leonore 's  passionate  appeal  to 
him  to  stay  at  home  to  grow  the  wheat  that  would 
be  so  sorely  needed  ;  and  her  final  wringing  from 
him  an  avowal  of  his  love  for  her. 

The  war  breaks  him,  mentally  and  physically  ; 
his  reckless  fighting  was  born  of  a  lust  for  blood — 
German  blood,  and  a  ghastly  picture  is  painted 
of  a  German  lad  djring  on  his  bayonet.  But  the 
look  on  the  boy's  face  was  the  resurrection  of 
Dom's  soul.  He  saw  in  those  eyes,  instead  of 
hate,  love  of  life,  surprised  at  death. 

It  was  his  last  act  as  a  soldier,  for  a  shell  sent 
Dorn  into  roaring  blackness. 

Leonore  takes  him  back  to  his  wheat-farm  to 
nurse  him  back  to  sanity  and  health,  where  the 
Huns  he  had  accounted  for  gradually  ceased  to 
visit  him.  H.  H. 

A     WORD     FOR     THE     WEEK. 

Sixteenth    Century    Wisdom    for     1922. 
"  Home  is  everywhere  to  thee 

Who  canst  thine  own  dwelling  be  ; 

Yea,  tho'  ruthless  Death  assail  thee. 

Still  thy  lodging  will  not  fail  thee  : 

Still  thy  Soul's  thine  own  ;    and  she 

To  an  House  removed  shall  be  ; 

An  Eternal  House  above. 

Walled,  and  roofed,  and  paved  with  Love. 

There  shall  these  mud-waUs  of  thine. 

Gallantly  repaired,  out-shine 

Mortal  stars  ;  — ^no  stars  shall  be 

In  that  Heaven  but  such  as  Thee." 

— Joseph  Beaumont. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

THE     TWO     BLACK    SPOTS. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — I  read  with  pleasure  in  the 
B.J.N.,  in  the  Report  of  the  Meeting  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  on  May  19th,  the  logical  Resolu- 
tion which  you  moved  at  that  meeting,  and 
with  amazement  and  indignation  the  personal 
attack  upon  you  which  followed. 

May  I  ask  what  the  functions  of  the  Registration 
Committee  are  ?  If  they  do  not  consider  applica- 
tions and  scrutinize  testimonials  of  apphcants  for 
Registration,  why  should  we  Registered  Nurses 
pay  highly  for  these  ladies  and  gentlemen  to  be 
brought  up  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  do 
the  work  of  that  Committee  ? 

Every  nurse  of  experience  knows  that  until  the 
"  loose  period  "  is  at  an  end,  the  most  expert 
knowledge  and  the  greatest  care  are  necessary  to 
decide  who  is  eligible  for  registration,  which  appli- 
cations should  be  placed  before  the  Registration 
Committee  for  its  consideration  as  (i)  eligible  ;  (2) 
doubtful ;  and  (3)  ineligible  ;  and  that  such 
preparation  needs  checking  to  prevent  errors. 

In  one  part  of  the  Report  we  read  of  members 
of  the  Council  complaining  of  the  overwork  of 
the  office  staff,  and  of  the  necessity  for  additional 
clerks.  Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  the  invaluable 
work  of  distinguished  members  of  the  Council, 
notably  you  yourself — who  have  to  my  personal 
knowledge  most  selflessly  and  devotedly  given 
time,  thought  and  expert  knowledge  to  the  drud- 
gery of  examining  these  applications — has  been 
rejected  with  insult.  Presumably  the  inexperi- 
enced additional  clerks  are  required  to  replace 
you.  What  confidence  can  nurses  possibly  have 
in  a  Council  which  has  so  little  regard  for  their 
professional  and  financial  interests  ?  What  respect 
for  the  quality  of  the  brains  of  those  who  cannot 
or  wiU  not  understand  that  you  are  contending  for 
a  great  principle,  that  you  are  pleading  that  the 
Council  shall  be  master  in  its  own  house,  that  it 
shall  instruct  the  Registration  Committee  to  do 
its  manifest  duty,  and  that  in  your  argument  the 
Registrar  took  an  unimportant  and  incidental 
place,  because  the  Council  had,  most  unwisely,  from 
what  ever  point  of  view  we  regard  this  business, 
granted  to  the  Registrar  responsibilities  which 
are  the  responsibilities  of  the  Council,  and  which  the 
Registrar  was  unwise  enough  to  demand.  Her 
friends  on  the  Council  tried  to  make  out  that  your 
efforts  to  get  the  work  of  the  Council  properly  done 
were  a  personal  attack  upon  the  Registrar.  She 
must  be  singularly  thin-skinned  and  obsessed 
with  herself  if  she  read  the  Resolution  in  that  light. 
Moreover,  we  "  Barts  "  nurses  detest  despotism, 
and  I  know  many  who  will  refuse  to  register  so 
long  as  it  is  in  force  in  our  office. 
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I  agree  with  you  that  the  attack  upon  yourself 
all  round  the  room  by  those  responsible  for  the 
new  system  is  too  contemptible  to  reply  to  in 
detail.  The  discussion  on  the  Resolution  was 
not  primarily  the  cause,  and  indeed  wandered  so 
far  away  from  it  at  times  that  I  wonder  the  Chair- 
man did  not  call  certain  members  to  order.  But 
none  the  less,  there  is  a  feeling  of  burning  indig- 
nation and  outrage  on  the  part  of  nurses  that  in 
striving  to  protect  their  liberties  you  should  be 
subjected  to  such  insults.  They  had  their  founda- 
tion, of  course,  in  the  "  stupidity  and  jealousy" 
which  Sir  James  Barrie  has  told  us  "  are  the  two 
black  spots  in  human  nature  which  more  than 
love  of  money,  are  at  the  root  of  all  evil." 

My  heartfelt  gratitude  and  admiration  for  all 
you  have  done,  and  are  doing  for  nurses  is,  as 
always,  yours. 

Julia  Hurlston, 

Registered  Nurse. 

Dear  Madam, — It  must  astonish  and  distress 
all  fair-minded  persons  who  consider  the  state  of 
affairs  on  the  General  Nursing  Council  to-day. 

The  attack  on  yourself  at  its  last  meeting  has, 
on  the  face  of  it,  its  origin  in  personal  animus,  but 
a  public  body  cannot  be  justified  in  allowing 
private  jealousy  or  disUke  to  outdo  their  duty  to 
the  cominunity. 

The  whole  question  turns  on  the  pivot  as  to 
whether  a  Council  appointed  by  Act  of  Parliament 
is  fulfilling  the  trust  reposed  in  it  by  delegating 
its  responsibility  to  an  ofhcial  in  its  employ. 

Your  contention  is  that  it  is  not  so  justified,  and 
you  have  apparently  awakened  the  antagonism  of 
the  majority  by  remaining  true  to  your  principles, 
which,  after  all,  are  clean  politics. 

Unfortunately,  the  presence  on  the  Council  of 
medical  men  and  other  outsiders  who  are  unable 
to  appreciate  the  point  of  view  of  professional 
women  has  given  to  the  retrogressionists  an  unfair 
advantage. 

Many  of  these  ladies,  who  for  years  have  helped 
to  stop  the  clock,  now  seem  anxious  to  rush  the 
business  at  full  speed  by  adopting  methods  that 
will  bring  the  Register  into  contempt. 

"  Nothing  is  excellent  that  is  wrought  suddenly." 
Those  who  in  the  past  impeded  progress  now  seek 
to  take  cover  from  their  sins  by  pushing  their 
comrade,  whose  brains  they  have  picked,  out  into 
the  storm. 

Will  they  even  now  reflect  that  if  they  had 
supported  her  in  the  precious  years  that  are  past 
there  would  now  be  no  need  for  superficial  methods 
of  spe'eding  up,  which  are  a  serious  reflection  on 
the  business  acumen  and  conscience  of  a  Govern- 
ment body. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Henrietta  Hawkins. 

KERNELS   FROM    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Noblesse  not  Oblige. 

Elizabeth  S.  Dawson,  Leeds. — "  Thank  you  for 

bringing  to  our  notice  Time  and  Tide.     It  is  an 

admirable  paper  for  women,  and  we  are  greatly 

indebted  to  the  editor  for  giving  so  much  space 


for  free  expression  to  members  of  the  nursing 
profession  on  their  own  affairs.  Of  course  we  do 
not  all  think  alike.  Why  should  we  ?  There 
will  always  be  nurses  desirous  of  exercising  their 
own  faculties  (although  perhaps  not  quite  so 
emphatically  as  Florence  Nightingale,  according  to 
her  biographers),  and  those  too  timorous  to  do  so, 
and  who  prefer  to  act  under  direction — even  as 
reactionary  as  that  of  Lord  Knutsford.  It  is  a 
matter  very  largely  of  temperament,  and  a  certain 
type  of  man,  with  authority  over  women,  will 
always  attempt  to  bully  them.  The  absolute 
authority  officials  and  doctors  have  so  far  been 
allowed  over  women  in  hospitals  is  most  un- 
healthy— both  for  these  centurions  and  for  those 
who  "  goeth  and  cometh."  Presumably  noblesse 
is  not  oblige  in  our  peers  nouveaux." 
[Apparently  not. — Ed.] 

The  Reason  Why. 

Miss  E.  E.  Jarvis,  Bexhill-on-Sea. — "  It  is  with 
pleasure  I  renew  my  subscription,  as  I  know  the 
B.J.N,  to  be  the  one  reliable  Journal  for  Nurses." 

[Because  it  is  edited  and  controlled  by  Registered 
Nurses. — Ed.] 

No  Financial  Statement  since  1919. 
A  Member,  Bart's  League. — "  I  see  in  the  report 
of  a  meeting  held  at  the  Mansion  House  in  support 
of  Alexandra  Day  that  Miss  May  Beeman,  the 
professional  collector  and  organiser  of  the  Fund, 
stated  quite  irrelevantly  '  that  on  Armistice  Day 
they  set  to  work  to  raise  ;^ioo,ooo  to  help  nurses 
who  did  not  get  pensions,  and  would  never  be 
able  to  work  again.  They  had  raised  ^108,000, 
and  were  helping  a  tremendous  number  of  nurses, 
who  went  through  the  stress  of  the  War,  to  live  in 
comfort.  The  money  had  been  invested,  and 
would  always  be  available  to  help  nurses  who  were 
not  able  to  provide  for  their  old  age.  By  means  of 
collecting  cards,  they  obtained  nearly  ;^30,ooo.' 
This  sounds  very  fine  indeed.  Why,  then,  does 
not  the  Nation's  Fund,  to  which  presumably 
Miss  Beeman  was  alluding,  issue  its  balance 
sheet  and  financial  statement  ?  Why  hide  its  light 
under  a  bushel  ?  I  know  nurses  who  went  through 
the  stress  of  the  War,  and  who  would  like  to 
live  in  comfort,  which  they  find  difficult  at  present, 
but  I  never  hear  of  any  nurses  who  can  get  a 
penny  of  this  ;£ioo,ooo  raised  in  their  names." 

NOTICE. 

We  much  regret  that,  owing  to  erroneous 
information,  it  was  last  week  notified  in  this 
Journal  that  Her  Majesty's  Hospital,  Stepney 
Causeway,  had  removed  to  Exeter.  Her  Majesty's 
Hospital  is  a  branch  of  Dr.  Barnardo's  Home,  and 
nothing  is  known  there  of  any  such  transfer. 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

June  10th. — Describe  some  of  the  most  important 
disorders  of  nutrition,  their  symptoms,  and 
nursing  care. 

June  lyth. — Mention  some  of  the  more  common 
skin  affections,  their  causes,  and  the  treatment  you 
have  seen  appUed. 
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POST-GRADUATE    WEEK. 


ANTE-NATAL    CARE. 

"  Ante-Natal  Care  "  was  the  subject  chosen  by 
Professor  Louise  Mcllroy  for  her  lecture  to  the 
Pos  t-Graduate  Class  at  the  General  Lying-in 
Hospi  al,  York  Road,  Lambeth,  on  May  26th,  and 
her  reason  was  (i)  that  it  was  a  great  subject,  and 
(2)  that  in  the  past  midwifery  pupils  so  seldom 
received  any  lectures  on  it  during  their  training. 
She  wished,  she  said,  to  impress  the  importance  of 
ante-natal  care  upon  her  audience  because  it  was 
that  which  was  going  to  revolutionize  midwifery 
work  in  the  future. 

Long  ago  the  work  of  midwifery  was  almost 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  "  wise  women."  Then  the 
medical  profession  took  it  up,  and  for  a  considerable 
period  it  was  associated  with  complicated  surgical 
wcark  and  we  were  thrilled  with  accounts  of  wonder- 
ful obstetrical  operations.  Then  the  medical 
profession,  by  investigating  the  after  history  of 
these  cases  began  to  find  out  that  all  was  often 
not  entirely  satisfactory  either  for  mother  or  child. 
If  the  baby  were  born  alive,  it  often  died  shortly 
after  its  birth.  Obstetrics  now  were  looked  upon 
from  a  different  standpoint  to  that  of  ten  years  ago. 
They  had  left  the  plane  of  surgery,  and,  indeed, 
did  not  now  come  so  much  under  the  hospitals  as 
under  the  Ministry  of  Health.  That  the  care  of 
the  health  of  the  child  before  it  was  born  was  as 
important  cis  a,fter  it  was  born,  was  a  fact  now  so 
well  recognised  that  it  would  soon  be  a  platitude. 
It  was  the  nurses  and  midwives  who  came  into 
contact  with  the  ante-natal  mothers  through  the 
Ante-Natal  Clinics  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres, 
which,  as  a  rule,  had  not  more  than  one  doctor. 
Then  there  were  Consultation  Centres.  She  saw  no 
reason  why  a  midwife  should  not  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  having  her  patients  seen  to  at  a  con- 
sultation centre. 

Ideally,  every  woman  who  becomes  pregnant 
should  come  under  medical  supervision.  On  that 
came  in  the  question  of  the  notification  of  preg- 
nancy which  aroused  a  great  deal  of  controversy, 
and  entailed  the  notification  of  both  legitimate  and 
illegitimate  cases.  Probably  it  would  be  resisted 
and  so  would  not  help  a  great  deal,  but  it  should 
be  possible  to  make  arrangements  so  that  every 
pregnant  woman  would  go  voluntarily  to  a  medical 
practitioner. 

Professor  Mcllroy  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  termination  of  pregnancy  should  be  notified. 
This  was  already  the  case  with  pregnancy  at  full 
term,  both  of  hve  and  still  birth.  If  every  abortion 
were  notified  some  idea  might  be  obtained  as  to 
the  reason,^  and  a  considerable  number  of  hves 
might  be  saved.  The  question  of  criminal  abor- 
tions would  arise,  but  for  one  case  of  criminal 
abortion  there  were  hundreds  and  thouscinds  of 
cases  which  were  not  criminal. 


Unless  midwives,  during  their  training,  had 
experience  of  ante-natal  work  they  knew  little 
about  it.  They  should  have  the  opportunity  of 
attending  an  ante-natal  clinic  during  training  and 
also  post-graduate  courses. 

Professor  Mcllroy  described  the  procedure  at 
the  ante-natal  clinics  held  four  mornings  a  week 
at  the  Royal  Free  Hospital,  which  she  regretted 
were  not  available  at  present  for  the  instruction 
of  midwives,  but  only  for  the  medical  students. 
The  patients  from  the  district  were  seen  by  a 
senior  member  of  the  staff,  the  urine  was  examined 
for  albumen  and  toxaemia,  and  the  blood,  heart 
and  lungs  examined.  If.  advisable  a  patient  was 
kept  in  for  a  night  for  observation.  The  cases 
were  then  kept  under  observation  throughout 
pregnancy  at  the  ante-natal  clinic,  with  the  result 
that  the  majority  of  labours  were  normal.  With 
this  previous  preventive  work  there  were  few 
complications.  Subsequently  they  kept  in  touch 
with  the  mothers,  through  the  Post-Natal  Clinics 
and  the  babies  through  the  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics. 

Professor  Mcllroy  spoke  of  the  need  for  rest 
homes  for  pregnant  women  ;  there  was  plenty  of 
provision  for  the  illegitimate.  The  ordinary 
married  woman  did  not  get  half  the  Jsympathy 
bestowed  on  the  unmarried,  and  women  sometimes 
came  into  hospital  for  their  confinements  exhausted 
for  want  of  previous  rest.  She  also  described  the 
organisation  of  the  Venereal  Department  for 
maternity  cases  in  connection  with  the  Royal 
Free  Hospital,  and  the  advantage  in  post-natal 
work  of  this  kind  in  treating  the  child  through 
the  mother.  It  was  one  of  the  great  advantages 
of  breast-feeding  in  these  cases. 

She  showed  how  during  pregnancy  nature  took 
care  of  the  child  at  the  expense  of  the  mother. 
Thus  a  mother  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  would 
bear  a  healthy  child,  but  later  the  health  of  the 
mother  would  probably  suffer.  She  emphasised 
the  importance  of  treating  chronic  constipation 
and  the  conditions  arising  from  the  toxaemia  of 
pregnancy,  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  whole 
success  of  obstetrics  lay  in  this.  Vomiting, 
which  might  go  on  through  the  whole  of  preg- 
nancy, was  often  attributable  to  this  cause,  also 
chorea,  epilepsy,  and  eclampsia.  A  pro  tem 
method  of  treating  toxaemia  was  to  take  the 
patient  off  nitrogenous  food  and  give  her  water, 
or  water  and  milk.  Intestinal  gavage  of  a  solution 
of  bicarbonate  of  soda  to  a  pint  of  water  given 
very  slowly,  by  means  of  a  douche  can,  was  an 
effective  method  of  getting  at  the  acid  bacteria. 
Practically,  all  accidental  haemorrhage  was 
also  due  to  toxaemia. 

Professor  Mcllroy  emphasised  the  necessity  for 
attention  to  the  teeth  in  spite  of  the  old-fashioned 
idea  that  teeth  should  not  be  extracted  during 
pregnancy.     There   should    always   be   a   dentjJ 
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clinic  in  connection  with  an  Ante-Natal  Clinic, 
and  women  attending  should  always  be  asked 
to  open  their  mouths,  often  holes  in  which  pus 
collected,  with  resulting  pyorrhea,  blue  lines, 
and  red  lines  round  the  gums  might  be  seen. 
Attention  to  the  teeth  often  cured  the  whole 
toxic  condition. 

The  correction  of  mal-presentations  was  another 
condition  which  could  be  attended  to  at  Ante- 
Natal  Clinics.  In  cases  of  contracted  pelvis, 
it  was  not  the  size  of  the  pelvis  which  was  im- 
portant, but  the  proportion  of  the  head  to  the 
pelvis.  This  must  be  carefully  estimated  and 
observed.  The  question  of  terminating  the  preg- 
nancy by  induction,  or  Caesarian  Section  might 
arise,  and  the  position  should  be  placed  before  the 
mother,  whether  she  wished  to  take  the  greater 
risk,  with  the  greater  possibility  of  having  a 
healthy  living  child. 

Professor  Mcllroy  spoke  of  the  importance  of 
abdominal  palpation,  a  branch  of  obstetrics 
which    must    be    taught    in    Ante-Natal    Cliincs. 

Its  importance  was  obvious  when  the  great 
development  in  the  science  of  obstetrics  was 
realised  together  with  the  fact  that  sepsis  had  not 
diminished  She  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
ehmination  of  sepsis  lay  in  effective  Ante-Natal 
treatment. 

THE    THANKS    OF    THE     POST- 
GRADUATE CLASS. 

Professor  Mcllroy's  lecture  was  the  last  of  the 
course  of  the  Post  Graduate  Week  at  the  General 
Lying-in  Hospital,  and  in  addition  to  a  cordial 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer,  a  vote  of  sympathy 
was  passed  with  Sister  Coni,  who  after  doing  the 
greater  part  of  the  organization  for  the  course, 
was  prevented  by  illness  from  being  present. 
Votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  the  Matron, 
Miss  Tunbridge,  and  to  Sister  Moir,  who  had 
taken  up  Sister  Coni's  work  of  organising  the 
course.  It  was  arranged  to  send  to  Sister 
Coni  a  tea  cloth  embroidered  with  the  signatures 
of  the  lecturers,  to  Sister  Moir  a  cloth  with 
the  signatures  of  the  members  of  the  class,  and  to 
Dr.  Richardson,  who  had  not  only  given  them 
interesting  lectures  and  demonstrations,  but  also, 
performed  and  explained  a  Caesarian  Section  in  the 
presence  of  the  class,  a  white  ivory  elephant  has 
been  presented, 

TEST   PAPER. 

The  result  of  the  test  paper  which  followed, 
and  which  was  optional  for  those  who  took  the 
course  was  announced  by  the  Matron,  Miss 
Tunbridge,  at  the  Midwives'  Institute  later  in  the 
evening. 

First  Prize. — ^Ten  shillings  :   Miss   Sowels. 

Second  Prize. — Five  Shillings:    Miss  C.  M.  King, 

Miss  Ockleford,  Mrs.  Gillett  Gatty,  and  Miss 
Nettleship,  bracketted  third,  were  honourably 
mentioned,  and  the  general  level  of  papers  stated 
to  be  very  good. 


A    VISIT    TO   THE    GLAXO    FACTORY. 

Very  enjoyable  as  well  as  instructive  visits  were 
paid  by  the  Post-Graduate  Class  to  the  Glaxo 
Factory,  Osnaburgh  Street,  N.W.,  when  no  pains 
were  spared  by  the  courteous  heads  of  departments 
to  give  the  midwives  a  clear  idea  of  the  close  care 
which  is  taken  to  ensure  that  only  the  finest  milk 
is  used  in  the  production  of  Glaxo.  Further, 
from  its  reception  from  the  factories  in  Australasia 
to  the  moment  when  it  reaches  the  distributing 
department  packed  ready  for  despatch,  Glaxo  is 
not  handled  in  any  way  by  those  through  whose 
hands  it  passes.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  visit 
tea  was  provided,  and  the  dainty  cakes  then  served, 
as  well  as  the  demonstration  given  by  Miss  Graham 
of  the  many  attractive  and  nourishing  dishes 
which  can  be  prepared  with  the  help  of  Glaxo, 
proved  convincingly  its  value  in  the  dietary  of 
every  household,  as  weU  as  for  infants  and  young 
children. 

THE    HIGH    INCIDENCE    OF    PUERPERAL 
FEVER. 

Very  considerable  anxiety  is  being  caused  at 
present,  says  the  Medical  Correspondent  of  the 
Times,  by  the  continued  high  incidence  of  puer- 
peral or  child-bed  fever.  Although  it  is  now  well 
understood  that  antiseptic  methods  can  reduce 
danger  from  this  infection  to  vanishing  point, 
yet  the  number  of  cases  has  been  increasing  since 
1918. 

That,  it  is  to  be  feared,  means  that  carelessness 
has  been  increasing  also^  though  another  explana- 
tion may  be  that  the  education  given  to  midwives 
has  fallen  short  in  some  important  direction.  In 
any  case,  the  figures  speak  for  themselves  and 
point  to  the  need  of  public  enlightenment  on  this 
subject. 

THE  MATERNITY  HOSPITAL,  CHALONS 
SUR  MARNE. 

The  new  building  for  the  Maternity  Hospital 
at  Chalons  sur  Marne,  France,  carried  on  by 
Friends  during  the  war,  is  now  completed,  and  will 
be  handed  over  to  the  French  Committee  as  a 
permanent  memorial  of  the  relief  work  of  the 
Friends'  Emergency  and  War  Victims'  Relief 
Committee  in  France,  on  June  17th,  when  Monsieur 
Leon  Bourgeois,  who  is  President  d'Honneur, 
will  declare  it  open. 

The  Committee  are  anxious  for  international 
reasons  to  give  publicity  to  this  proof  of  friendship 
with  France,  and  of  appreciation  of  her  people. 
The  hospital  will  remain  an  international  centre. 

The  writer  well  remembers  paying  an  all  too 
brief  visit  to  the  present  hospital,  and  of  being 
told  that  some  of  the  most  valuable  nursing  work 
of  the  war  was  done  in  connection  with  it.  The 
ruined  Cathedral  was  mute  evidence  of  the  fury 
of  the  bombardment  to  which  the  town  was 
subjected,  and  the  skilled  care  and  comforting 
kindness  extended  to  the  poor  mothers  and  their 
infants  in  a  time  of  dire  extremity  must  have  been 
a  boon  indeed.  The  address  of  the  Friends' 
Emergency  Committee  is  10,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C.4. 
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EDITORIAL, 


A  PUBLIC  AND   PROFESSIONAL   DUTY. 

Many  hig^hly  qualified  nurses  have  asked  me, 
both  verbally  and  by  letter,  whether  they 
should  reg"ister  under  the  present  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales,  to 
which  I  answer  emphatically,  "  Reg-ister, 
register  now."  It  is  your  duty  to  the  public, 
to  your  Profession,  to  yourself. 

The  efficient  professional  education  of  nurses, 
the  right  to  a  definite  measure  of  self-govern- 
ment, the  protection  of  the  public  whom  we 
serve  from  incompetent  attendants,  are  the 
reforms  to  be  accomplished  by  State  Registra- 
tion— reforms  for  which  I  and  others  have 
worked,  ag"ainst  the  most  imscrupulous  opposi- 
tion, for  over  thirty  years. 

We  have  had  the  joy  of  seeing  those  prin- 
ciples endorsed  by  the  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons, and  the  Nurses'  Registration  Acts  placed 
upon  the  Statute  Book  of  these  Realms.  It  is 
now  thei  duty  of  all  loyal  supporters  of  those 
principles  to  do  their  utmost  to  make  the  Acts 
a  success,  to  build  up  their  profession  upon 
a  legal  basis.  Before  the}-  can  do  so  they  must 
take  possession  of  their  kingdom  by  placing 
their  names  on  one  of  the  three  Registers. 
They^  will  then,  as  Registered  Nurses,  not  only 
have  the  prestige  which  such  reg^istration  con- 
fers, but  will  be  in  a  position  to  help  forward 
those  improvements  in  their  Profession  for 
which  their  leg-al  status  affordsi  to  them,  for 
the  first  time,  adequate  powers. 

I  am  not  surprised  at  the  indignation  ex- 
pressed to  me,  both  at  the  cruel  attempt  to 
deprive  nurses  of  the  record  of  their  Certificates 
on  the  State  Register  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  at  the  persecution  to  which  I  have  been 
subjected  in  my  endeavours  to  secure  just  con- 
ditions of  registration  for  the  trained  nurses 
of  the  Kingdom. 


It  was  at  the  meeting  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  in  October  last,  when  I  offered  uncom- 
promising opposition  to  the  unjust  proposal 
not  to  insert  the  record  of  Certificates  on  the 
Register  until  future  nurses  gained  the  State 
Certificate,  that  I  realised  the  bitter  antagonism 
to  the  self-government  of  the  Profession  which 
has  since  been  displayed  upon  the  part  of  the 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  Council,  and 
I  know  that  many  nurses  hesitate,  both  in 
loyalty  to  myself,  and  in  self-protection,  to 
register  at  the  present  time. 

But  the  great  principles  underlying  State 
Registration,  for  which  nurses  have  worked 
for  so  long,  are  not  touched  by  these  things, 
if,  in  becoming  members  of  a  legally  con- 
stituted Profession  throug"h  State  Registration, 
they  realise  their  personal  responsibility  for 
supporting  self-determination,  and  high  ethical 
standards. 

The  Rules  provide  that  the  first  Register 
shall  be  published  as  soon  as  possible  after 
July  I  St,  1922,  and  those  nurses  who  desire  to 
vote  for  their  direct  Representatives  on  the 
new  Council  must  place  their  names  on  the 
Register  not  later  than  October  next.  But  it 
mast  also  be  remembered  that  it  is  within  the 
power  of  the  Minister  of  Health  to  dissolve 
the  Council  at  any  time,  when  an  election  would 
have  to  take  place. 

As  the  Profession  of  Nursing  emerges,  and 
the  regfistered  are  differentiated  from  the  un- 
registered, I  have  visions  of  a  Profession  not 
only  skilled  and  comi>etent,  but  upright,  public- 
spirited,  courageous,  and  forceful.  It  only 
remains  for  future  generations  of  well-edu- 
cated Registered  Nurses  to  use  the  privileges 
conferred  upon  them,  with  the  aim  of  raising 
ever  higher  the  staindards  of  edlication  and 
professional  ethics,  public  usefulness  and  civic 
spirit  of  their  members. 

Ethel  G.  Fenwick. 
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OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 

DESCRIBE     SOME    OF    THE     MOST    IMPORTANT    DIS- 

ORDERS     OF    NUTRITION.     THEIR     SYMPTOMS,     AND 

NURSING    CARE. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Amy  Phipps,  Council  Office, 
I  6a,  South  Street,  Romford. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

The  diseases  of  nutrition  may  occur  as  a 
primary  disease  or  may  be  secondary  to  those 
caused  by  pathogenic  microbic  invasion,  and 
while  they  may  show  the  acute  symptoms 
during-  infancy,  the  results  may  be  seen 
throug-hout  life ;  they  also  act  as  powerful  pre- 
disposing^ causes  to  the  incidence  of  other 
acute  diseases.  Amongfst  the  serious  diseases 
of  nutrition,  existing  directly  or  indirectly  as 
such,  may  be  mentioned  : — 

1.  Rachitis. — This  is  characterised  by  weak- 
ness, swelling-,  and  tenderness  of  certain 
muscles  and  joints,  various  nervous  disturb- 
ances, copious  perspiration,  especially  about 
the  head,  hyper-sensitiveness  of  the  skin, 
abdominal  distension,  diarrhoea,  colic,  indiges- 
tion, and  some  pyrexia  and  convulsions;  some 
of  these  may  occur  as  complications  rather 
than  s.ymptoms.  The  patient  is  very  liable  to 
contract  the  specific  fevers,  broncho-pneu- 
monia, &c.  The  chang-es  in  the  osseous  system 
are  of  importance,  the  skull  beings  affected 
early. 

The  frontal  and  parietal  prominences  are 
usually  exag^gerated,  with  a  flattening  of  the 
vertex  and  dccipuit,  and  the  fontanelles 
remain  open  long^  after  they  should  be  closed ; 
dentition  is  usuiaJly  delayed  and  irregnlar. 
The  thorax  will  be  seen  to  have  enlarg^ements 
at  the  junction  of  the  ribs  and  cartilage,  and 
the  spine  tends  to  bend,  the  ribs  tend  to  fall  in, 
causing^  "  pig-eon-chest,"  the  extremities  show 
enlarg-ement  at  the  joints  and  tend  to  bend 
readily,  causing^  such  deformities  as  bow  leg, 
&c. 

This,  as  all  ca|ses  of  nutrition  disease, 
needs  early  and  expert  medical  care.  The 
treatment  includes  g-ood  hygienic  conditions, 
plenty  of  freshi  aiir,  grood,  wholesome,  and 
well-chosen  food,  containing-  a  sufficiency  of 
fats,  absolute  cleanliness,  and  warm,  well- 
made  clothing. 

A  warm  bath  at  night,  followed:  by  g^entle 
rubbing  with  olive  oil,  is  often  beneficial,  and 
such  drugs  as  phosphorus,  cod  liver  oil  and 
malt,  &c.,  may  be  ordered,  and  often  prove 
valuable.  Deformities  and  other  local  condi- 
tions will  be  treated  as  directed  by  the  medical 
attendant. 

2.  Scurvy. — This  is  a  morbid   condition  of 


the  blood  and  tissues,  usually  due  to  a  defec- 
tive diet;  it  is  characterised  by  great  debility, 
tenderness  of  the  bones  and  skin,  which  will 
cause  a  child  to  cry  out  when  touched,  and 
will  cause  the  skin  to  bruise  very  readily,  and, 
further,  there  is  a  tendency  to  bleed  from  all 
parts ;  the  gums  are  spongy,  and  the  teeth 
tend  to  drop  out,  and  the  breath  is  very  offen- 
sive. 

The  child's  diet  will  need  immediate  re- 
vision ;  plenty  of  fresh  milk  (unboiled),  fresh 
raw  meat  juice  should  be  given ;  also  fresh 
fruit  and  potato,  the  necessity  being  to  intro- 
duce a  sufficiency  of  water  (a  very  important 
factor)  into  the  dietary.  Local  symptoms 
must  be  treated  as  they  arise,  the  limbs 
wrapped  in  cotton  wool  if  necessary,  and  the 
gums  gently  smeared  with  glycerine  and 
tannin.  Abundance  of  fresh  air  and  sunlight 
throughout,  and  iron,  cod  liver  oil,  and  sea 
bathing  will  aid  convalescence. 

3.  Convulsions. — ^These  ooour  rathier  as  a 
symptom  than  a  disease,  but  may  be  men- 
tioned here  as  being  due,  in  many  cases,  to 
intestinal  irritation  from  mal-nutrition,  and 
causing  reflex  cerebral  trouble.  The  well- 
known  symptoms  are  muscular  twitchings,  the 
face  purple  or  livid,  frothing  at  the  mouth, 
rolling  of  the  eyes,  &c. 

The  usual  treatment  is  an  immediate  hot 
bath,  and  cold  cloths  to  the  head,  to  treat  the 
acute  and  urgent  symptoms;  the  cause  must 
then  be  found  and  dealt  with  effectively. 

4.  G  astro -intestinal  Catarrh,  5.  Enteritis, 
6.  Entero-coUtis. — The  three  latter,  although 
each  a  distinct  disease,  have  a  certain  simi- 
larity of  symptoms.  They  are  caused  by  im- 
proper and  irregular  feeding,  causing  indiges- 
tion ;  and  unhygienic  surroomdings.  In  addi- 
tion, entero-colitis,  or  inflammatory  diarrhoea, 
is  always  caused  by  micro-organisms  and  the 
toxins  they  produce. 

These  cases  need  plenty  of  fresh  air  and  sun, 
and  nourishment  which  can  be  digested,  often 
ranging  from  albumen  water  only,  to  graduially 
introduced  barley-water,  milk,  &c.,  and  such 
other  treatment  as  is  ordered.  In  most  cases 
of  this  kind  prophylactic  treatment  is  of  the 
first  value  and  importance. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  B.  James,  Miss  Afford, 
Miss  M.  Jenkins,  Miss  D.  Moore,  Miss  H. 
Ballard. 

QUESTION  FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

Mention  some  of  the  more  common  skin 
affections,  their  causes,  and  the  treatment  you 
have  seen  appliedi. 
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NURSING    ECHOES. 


It  is  g^ood  news  that  H.R.H.  the  Crown 
Princess  of  Greece  is  slowly  recovering-  from 
the  attack  of  typhoid  fever,  with  serious  com- 
plications, from  which  she  has  suffered  for  so 
many  weeks.  Sister  Bellamy,  as  well  as  Sister 
Dumvill,  R.N.S.,  is  now  attached  to  the  case. 

During-  the  recent  visit  of  the  King  and 
Queen  of  Roumania  to  Athens  to  be  with  their 
daughter,  the  latter  was  most  gracious  to  the 
nurses  in  attendance,  and  thanked  them 
warmly  for  their  skilled  care.  To  Mrs.  Endall 
(Miss  Jessie  F.  Parsons),  who  has  been  in 
charge  of  the  sick  room,  Her  Majesty  pre- 
sented a  Decoration;  and  to  Sister  Dumvill  a 
very  beautiful  diamond  and  ruby  ring.  The 
Crown  Princess,  by  her  splendid  'courage  and' 
perseverance,  has  helped  the  successful  result 
of  the  medical  and  nursing  treatment,  and 
British  nurses  will  rejoice  that  three  of  their 
number  have  been  selected  to  help  to  restore 
to  health  this  much-beloved  great-grand- 
daughter of  Queen  Victoria. 


Read  this  week's  Editorial.  In  it  we  have 
replied  to  a  large  number  of  letters  asking  our 
advice  on  the  question  :  "  Shall  I  register?  " 
In  it  we  sympathise  with  the  self-respecting 
nurses  who  have  helped  to  win  registration, 
but  who  hesitate  to  place  their  professional 
reputations  at  the  mercy  of  the  present  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Nursing  Council.  Our 
advice  is  :  Register,  and  stand  firm  for  self- 
government.     It  will  come  in  time. 


We  are  glad  to  note  a  well-attended 
Meeting  arranged  by  Sister  Tait  (Mrs. 
Watson),  held  at  the  Royal  Hospital,  Shef- 
field, at  which  Mr.  Richmond,  deputy-clerk  to 
the  Sheffield  Guardians,  explained  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Act  to 
nurses.  Miss  Earle,  the  Matron,  presided. 
Mr.  Richmond  urged  every  nurse  to  register, 
and  explained  the  qualifications  necessary  to 
do  so.  Our  readers  are  quite  au  fait  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Act,  as  it  incorporates  many 
of  the  provisions  of  that  supported  and  paid 
for  by  them  for  many  years. 

Commencing  in  1924,  Mr.  Richmond  said  it 
is  proposed  to  hold  a  standard  examination, 
which  it  is  claimed  will  remove  the  objection- 
able distinction  between  nurse  and  nurse  exist- 
ing to-day,  and  will  do  much  to  bring  training 
schools  up  to  a  given  standard. 

Predicting  that  sooner  or  later  all  hospitals 
will  be  supported  by  public  funds,  if  not  en- 
tirely State  controlled,  he  suggested  that  under 


such  circumstances  the  Ministry  of  Health 
would  insist  that  all  nurses  employed  in  the 
hospitals  should  be  registered. 

The  next  five  years  would  witness  the  laying 
down  of  vital  principles  affecting  the  nursing 
profession,  and  it  was  important,  therefore, 
that  nurses  should  take  their  share  in  the  elec- 
tion of  members  to  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  provided  for  in  the  Act.  To  qualify 
for  voting  in  the  election  of  the  Council, 
nurses  must  register  before  October. 


Miss  Alina  Cavalirei,  of  Rome,  engaged  as 
a  temporary  nurse  at  Southwark  Hospital  for 
four  months,  has  devoted  her  remuneration 
whilst  at  the  hospital  to  providing  an  electrical 
hair-drier  and  hot  and  cold  water  spray  with 
a  marble  slab  in  the  nurses'  home. 


Th«  more  Memoirs  which  appear  about 
Miss  Florence  Nightingale  the  more  the  old 
ineffective  philanthropist  fades  from  the  pic- 
ture, and  the  more  distinctly  the  magnificent 
militant  figure  stands  out.  Read  Stephen 
McKenna's  keen  and  interesting  "  While  I 
Remember  "  and  Shane  Leslie's  "  Life  and 
Labours  of  Cardinal  Manning,"  where  an 
entire  chapter  is  devoted  to  "  Florence  Night- 
ingale and  Others." 

This  woman  of  genius  was  never  a  shadowy 
saint,  but  one  of  the  most  relentless  pro- 
tagonists of  her  time,  using  her  tongue  and 
pen  in  ceaseless  warfare  in  her  struggle 
against  the  hydra-headed  evil  of  ig'norance.  As 
truth  comes  to  light  we  begin  to  realise  her 
suffering.  Inspired  by  the  white  flame  of 
vision,  what  agony  she  must  have  suffered  in 
attempting  to  make  the  blind  see,  the  dumb 
articulate,  the  fish  feel  ! 

And  in  revenge,  obscured  by  "  the  two  black 
spots,"  she  remained  "  a  dear,  sweet  saint  " 
for  seventy  years  !  ! 


There  is  trouble,  says  the  Daily  Mail,  in  the 
workhouse  infirmary  of  Clitheroe,  Lancashire, 
over  a  dog.  The  animal,  said  to  be  a  cross 
between  a  whippet  and  an  Irish  terrier,  belongs 
to  the  head  nurse.  Miss  Wilson,  and  has  been 
living  at  the  infirmary  for  the  past  six  months. 
The  house  committee  decided  that  it  must  be 
sent  away.  Miss  Wilson  appealed  to  the  full 
Board  of  Guardians,  and  appeared  before  the 
Board  on  Saturday  to  explain  why  her  pet 
should  remain. 

The  infirmary,  she  said,  was  overrun  with 
rats.  Rat  poison  had  been  tried,  but  without 
success.  A  cat  had  been  introduced,  with  no 
better  result. 
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"When  I  and  the  cat  went  for  a  rat,"  she 
said,  "  the  rat  went  for  the  cat,  and  a  man  had 
to  come  to  save  the  two  of  us." 

One  of  the  guardians  suggested  that  the  dog 
was  not  suitable  for  catching  rats,  whereupon 
Miss  Wilson  pointed  out  that  he  was  half  Irish 
terrier.  "  I  do  not  see  why  you  should  do  me 
out  of  the  dog,"  she  said.  "  If  any  member 
of  the  Board  has  a  dog  he  loves,  I  am  sure  he 
would  do  all  that  he  could  to  keep  it." 

The  Board  decided  that  Miss  Wilson  must 
get  rid  of  the  dog,  and  Miss  Wilson  declared 
her  intention  of  defying  the  order. 

Of  course,  animals  should  not  be  permitted 
in  wards,  but  if  one  can  be  kept  under  healthy 
conditions  there  appears  no  reason  why  a 
Matron  or  Head  Nurse  should  not  enjoy  such 
companionship. 


The  loyal  devotion  of  the  canine  race  is  a 
great  lesson  to  human  beings  in  these  days 
of  treacherous  self-seeking,  and  coming  of  a 
doggie  family  wc  have  every  sympathy  with 
Miss  Wilson.  There  was  once  a  little  pug  dog 
called  Jumbo,  left  at  home  when  we  began 
our  hospital  training  in  1878.  If  anything  could 
have  prevented  us  entering  upon  a  nursing 
career  it  would  have  been  leaving  Jumbo,  and 
the  news  a  few  days  later  that  he  refused  food 
and  was  grieving  himself  to  death  was  a  dis- 
turbing element  in  our  new  life.  As  luck  would 
have  it,  the  Matron  openly  stated  she  loved 
animals  far  beyond  humans,  and  "Charlie," 
a  lovely  "Clumber,"  ruled  that  institution 
with  loving  benevolence,  and  being  a  large- 
hearted,  glorious  fellow,  he  invited  "  Jummie  " 
on  a  visit.  What  he  said  was,  "Just  let  him 
see  you  alive,  well,  and  happy,  and  he  will 
pick  up  right  away."  So  "  Jummie,"  lovely 
black-faced,  pink-tongued  bow-wow,  was  en- 
trusted to  the  guard,  met  at  the  station,  and 
arriving  at  the  hospital  nearly  went  mad  with 
joy  when  he  saw  his  "missus."  Into  the 
wards  he  rushed,  jumped  on  or  over  every  cot, 
to  the  huge  delight  of  the  children,  nurses  fly- 
ing after  him  in  hopeless  chase,  and  "  Charlie  " 
sedately  smiling  from  ear  to  ear.  If'  only  the 
medical  officer,  who  was  non-resident,  had 
walked  in,  what  a  scrap  there  would  have 
been!  But  all's  well  that  ends  well,  and  after 
a  week's  visit  "  Jummie  "  kissed  the  children 
"  good-bye,"  returned  to  his  own  lovely  home, 
and  later  took  up  his  abode  in  a  paradise  for 
dogs  with  our  sister,  where  his  dear  dust 
reposes  near  that  of  many  playfellows,  each 
marked  with  a  Stone  of  Remembrance.  Later 
we  remember  a  fuss  over  "Charlie,"  with  his 
lovely  auburn  and  white  curls  and  blue  ribbon 


bows.  We  think  it  was  a  Committee  matter. 
"  Me  and  my  missus  or  neither  "  was  the  ulti- 
matum. And  Charlie  won  the  day.  And  when 
"  my  missus  "  had  a  call  to  the  Victoria  Hos- 
pital for  Children,  Chelsea,  Charlie  went  along 
and  lived  many  happy  years. 

When  we  went  to  the  "  London  "  in  1879 
the  first  thing  we  spied  reposing  on  a  cushion 
in  the  Matron's  private  room  was  a  fat,  sleek 
little  mongrel,  who  knew  a  friend  right  off, 
and  it  was  the  welcome  given  us  by  this  little 
favourite  which,  we  feel  sure,  inclined  his 
austere  but  kind-hearted  mistress  to  bestow 
upon  us,  sub  rosa,  many  little  favours  "  unbe- 
known." 

This  little  comrade  waddled  after  Matron  on 
her  daily  round  of  the  wards,  and  insisted  upon 
a  visit  to  "Charlotte."  She  knew  who  loved 
"  dweebses  "  (dog  language). 


We  have  before  us  ten  reports  of  County 
Nursing  Associations.  They  are  all  busy 
manufacturing  village  nurses  on  a  short-term 
training,  who  can  never  register.  How  unfair 
this  is  to  the  young  women  "trained,"  espe- 
cially as  the  Ministry  of  Health  appears  to  be 
bolstering  up  this  wrong  system  with  State 
money.  Time  the  G.N.C.  had  the  courage  to 
tackle  this  abuse. 


Dr.  Thomas  Turner,  J. P.,  late  of  Hereford, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-one,  left  ;i^ioo 
to  his  nurse.  Miss  Bertha  Mary  Williams. 


Hospital  Sunday,  in  which  many  nurses 
take  an  interest,  has  been  fixed  for  June  i8th, 
and  as  the  Jubilee  of  the  Fund  will  be  celebrated 
a  record  collection  is  hoped  for.  The 
last  report  states  that  the  collection  last  year 
resulted  in  ;^io8,88o. 


REGISTERED  NURSES' 
PARLIAMENTARY  COUNCIL. 


A  meeting  of  the  R.N.P.C.  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  June  loth,  at  431,  Oxford  Street, 
W.,  at  4  p.m.  Councillor  Beatrice  Kent, 
President,  will  be  in  the  Chair. 

The  meeting  is  called  : — 

"  To  consider  the  false  accusations  made 
against  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  in  the  discharge 
of  her  Public  EKity  as  a  member  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales,  and 
to  take  such  steps  as  seem  desirable  to  protect 
her  froim  persistent  attempts  at  intimidation." 


June   lo,    1922 
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INTERNATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  NURSES. 

THE    NECESSITY   FOR  AN    INTERNATIONAL 
STANDARD  OF  NURSING    EDUCATION.* 

By  Miss  Helen  L.  Pearse. 

{Delegate    of    the    National    Council    of    Trained 

Nurses    of    Great   Britain    and   Ireland.) 

In  presenting  to  you  to-day  a  paper  on  the 
need  for  an  International  Standard  of  Education 
and  Training  required  to  produce  a  Professional 
Trained  Nurse,  I  am  again  bringing  before  you 
the  views  of  Mrs.  Hampton  Robb,  expressed  at 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick's  request,  in  a  paper  read 
at  the  London  meeting  of  the  International 
Council  of  Nurses  in   1909. 

Between  1909  and  1922  much  progress  has 
been  made  in  various  countries,  notably  in  Mrs. 
Robb's  own  country,  America — would  that  we 
had  not  lost  her  by  a  tragic  death,  and  that  she 
could  have  again  brought  before  you  her  far-seeing 
policy  and  lucid  statement  of  the  need  for  Inter- 
national agreement  on  this  all-important  subject. 

Since  our  last  meeting  at  Cologne,  when  an 
interesting  synopsis  of  the  replies  received  from 
the  Affiliated  National  Councils,  in  answer  to  a 
Questionnaire  dealing  with  the  Preliminary  Train- 
ing of  Probationers,  was  presented  by  the  late 
Miss  Lanschot  Hubrecht,  the  World  War  has 
occurred ;  and  although  the  war  has  greatly 
emphasised  the  value  of  trained  nursing,  and 
how  vast  a  part  it  has  to  sustain  in  the  life  of 
nations,  it  has  also  prevented  the  International 
exchange  of  ideas  and  opinions  on  which  an 
International  Standard  must  be  founded. 

The  sphere  of  the  Trained  Nurse  is  ever- 
widening,  and  she  has  now  to  meet  demands  far 
greater  than  she  ever  did  before. 

In  England,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  that 
eminent  pioneer  in  Nursing  Education,  and  those 
associated  with  her,  have  seen  the  fruition  of  their 
long  struggle  for  State  Registration,  and  a  Bill 
with  this  object  was  brought  in  by  the  first  Minister 
of  Health,  Dr.  Addison,  and  received  the  Royal 
Assent  in  December,  191 9.  The  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales  was  nominated 
by  him,  and  has  been  hard  at  work  framing  Rules, 
preparing  a  Syllabus  of  training,  and  carrying  out 
all  the  preliminaries  necessary  to  the  opening  of 
the  State  Register  ever  since.  Similar  Acts  for 
Scotland  and  Ireland  were  passed  at  the  same  time. 
The  Syllabus  of  Training  1  have  now  before  me 
(and  a  few  copies  to  give  away  if  any  delegate 
would  like  to  have  it).  It  has  been  largely 
adopted  by  Training  Schools  already,  and  must 
have  an  immediate  effect  in  improving  the  status 
and  education  of  nurses.  I  regret  that  Psychology 
is  not  directly  mentioned.  It  should  have  an 
important  place  in  the  nursing  curriculum. f 

*  Paper  presented  to  the  International  Council  of 
Nurses,  May  23rd  ult. 

f  In  the  standard  curriculum  defined  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education  of  the  National  League  of  Nursing 
Education,  U.S.A.,  it  is  recommended  that  Psychology 
be  included  in  the  first  year  of  a  nurse's  study.  The 
Committee  consider  that  a  large  proportion  of  nurses' 
blunders  occur  because  they  do  not  possess  a  working 
knowledge  of  Psychology. 


This  Nominated  Council  will  cease  from  its 
labours  not  later  than  December  next,  when  the 
Registered  Nurses  wiU  be  in  a  position  to  elect 
their  own  representatives  upon  it,  and  from  then 
onwards,  it  is  our  hope,  that  the  Registered 
Nurses  will  become  increasingly  responsible  for 
the  Government  of  their  affairs. 

One  name,  that  of  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick, 
stands  out  from  all  others  in  the  attainment  of 
this  far-reaching  reform.  Standing  apart  from  all 
vested  interests — which  are  always  prominent  in 
obstructing  self-government  of  work  by  those 
who  do  it — she  has  thrown  her  great  and  states- 
manhke  ability,  her  health  and  strength — nay, 
her  life  itself  into  this  cause  ;  money  and  leisure 
have  been  freely  given  to  maintaining  a  weekly 
Professional  newspaper,  The  British  Journal 
OF  Nursing,  which  is  a  model  to  all  such  organs, 
and  has  been  the  only  source  of  information  of 
any  value  in  England  on  national  and  inter- 
national Nursing  affairs  since  its  inception. 

Associated  with  her  in  this  important  work 
in  devoted  collaboration  is  Miss  M.  Breay,  our 
Hon.  Treasurer.  The  debt  which  professional 
nursing  owes  to  them  is  almost  beyond  computing. 

Referring  to  Mrs.  Hampton  Robb's  paper,  I 
think  her  classification  of  the  problems  of  Nursing 
Education  remains  as  good  to-day  as  in  1909. 

1.  The  Principal  of  the  School. — Qualifications  : 
Education,  Training,  Special  Training  and  cert, 
of  qualifications  for  responsible  position. 

2.  Curriculum  of  Training. — (a)  Preliminary 
Course,  (b)  Affiliation  of  Schools,  (c)  Nursing 
Literature,  {d)  Central  Examinations  by  Boards  of 
Examiners.     Registration — State. 

3.  The  Candidate. — Education,  Age  Limit  and 
Character ;     Remuneration. 

4.  Post-Graduate  Courses. — Special  Subjects  for 
Practical  Training  in  International  Exchange  ; 
Examinations  ;  Remuneration  ;  Directories  of 
Employment. 

I.  The  Principal,  or  as  we  call  her  still,  the 
Matron  and  Superintendent  of  Nurses.  In  this 
direction  a  great  step  has  been  made  in  the  general 
consensus  of  opinion  that  the  arduous  work  of 
teaching  should  not  be  asked  of  one  who  has  to 
administer  and  manage  a  large  institution,  and 
that  a  Sister-Tutor  specially  qualified,  adapted 
for  this  work,  should  be  appointed  to  assist  her. 
But  this  will  not  alter  the  fact  that  the  head  of 
an  institution  in  which  professional  nurses  are 
trained,  must  be  in  herself  the  example  of  what 
the  training  should  produce,  and  certainly  the 
first  question  for  an  International  Committee 
would  be  the  special  qualification  and  examination 
which  should  be  required  of  a  nurse  to  qualify 
her  to  become  a  Superintendent  of  Nurses,  and 
to  endeavour  to  get  authorities  making  such 
important  appointments  to  adopt  the  standard 
thus  set  up.  Sisters  in  Queen  Alexandra's  Imperial 
Mihtary  Nursing  Service  are  required  to  give  such 
evidence  before  promotion  to  the  position  of  Matron. 
Who  of  us  has  not  seen  the  set-back  which  befalls 
a  Trainmg  School,  which,  after  possessing  a 
Superintendent  and  Matron  of  wide  views  and 
high  standards,  on  her  departure  finds  her  opposite 
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appointed  by  the  governing  authorities.  Educa- 
tion of  committees  is  much  needed  on  this  side 
of  the  question. 

2.  Curriculum  of  Training. — I  fear  I  should 
take  too  much  of  your  time  did  I  attempt  to  deal 
with  this  subject  in  full.  I  will  read  you  the 
Suggested  courses  in  the  General  Nursing  Council's 
Syllabus  and  leave  it  with  you  for  discussion. 

The  lowering  of  the  age  at  which  candidates 
can  commence  training  has  helped  to  bridge  over 
the  difficult  period  between  leaving  school  and 
entering  hospital ;  but  this  period  might  well  be 
used  in  preparatory  courses  ;  indeed,  the  pupil 
who  intends  to  become  a  trained  nurse  could  be 
instructed  in  elementary  anatomy  and  physiology, 
hygiene  and  social  economics  during  the  latter 
period  of  school-life,  and  then  pass  straight  to  a 
preliminary  school  of  training  where  the  practical 
side  of  nursing  is  taught.  Proficiency  in  domestic 
cleaning,  cookery,  and  bedmaking  can  be  acquired 
prior  to  the  hospital  training.  The  probationer 
who  has  been  trained  to  be  quick,  clean,  accurate, 
and  conscientious  in  carrying  out  orders  would  be 
an  acquisition  in  a  ward,  instead  of  the  hindrance 
she  has  often  been  in  the  past. 

Any  reference  to  a  standard  of  nursing  education 
would-  be  inadequate  without  reference  to  the 
Splendid  Standard  Curriculum  drawn  up  by  the 
Committee  on  Education,  of  the  National  League 
on  Nursing  Education  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  of  which  Professor  M.  Adelaide  Nutting 
is  Chairman. 

3.  The  Candidate. — The  discussion  on  this  point 
always  results  in  showing  that  we  require  a  perfect 
character  in  our  nursing  candidate,  but  seriously 
is  there  any  other  work  in  which  fine  character 
plays  so  important  a  part  ? 

Brains,  intelligence  and  a  good  conscience,  stir 
these  up  with  good  temper,  good  health  and  an 
open  and  receptive  mind. 

Education. — Here  is  the  rock  on  which  we  are 
in  danger  of  foundering.  At  present  the  failure 
of  Nursing  to  attract  women  of  education  and 
intelligence  is  a  very  real  difiiculty.  How  can  it 
be  remedied  ?  By  showing  intelligent  and  edu- 
cated girls  that  nursing  is  a  satisfying  and  re- 
munerative career. 

Charity,  which  has  always  played  such  a  part 
in  Nurses'  affairs,  has  left  the  legacy  of  inadequate 
remuneration  to  the  Trained  Nurses — and  it  has 
been  considered  sordid  and  unworthy  of  a  high 
calling  to  insist  on  a  salary  in  some  degree  com- 
measurate  with  the  time,  trouble  and  ability  that 
has  been  spent  in  Training.  This  must  cease,  and 
it  must  be  recognised  that  a  good  Nurse,  often 
carrying  the  life  of  the  patient  in  her  hands  must 
be  paid  not  only  enough  to  maintain  existence,  but 
enough  to  enable  her  to  make  provision  for  old  age. 

The  Trained  Nurse  must  have  enough  education 
to  be  able  to  recognise  the  importance  of  scientific 
care  of  the  sick,  and  the  ability  to  observe  and 
record  the  results  of  medical  and  surgical  orders. 

4.  Post-Graduate  Courses. — In  speaking  of  this 
work  we  have  to  remember  the  goal  towards  which 
we    strive.     Mrs.    Bedford    Fenwick    once    said, 


"  We  should  aspire  with  the  medical  profession 
to  hold  a  watching  brief  for  the  national  health. 
It  is  not  sufficient  she  (the  nurse)  should  be  the 
instrument  for  the  relief  of  suffering,  she  must  be 
the  harbinger  of  prevention." 

Having  laid  a  good  foundation  in  the  three  years' 
training,  which  is  hall-marked  by  a  State  examina- 
tion, it  is  desirable  that  the  Nurse  should  set 
herself  to  gain  knowledge  and  skill  in  any  special 
branch  of  work  she  intends  to  pursue — such  as  : — 

1.  Midwifery  and  Infant  Welfare. 

2.  Public    Health,    including    Sanitation,    and 

District  Nursing. 

3.  Mental  Nursing. 

4.  Fever  Nursing, 

according  to  the  prescribed  curriculum 
in  each  case. 

Courses  of  lectures  should  be  available  at  all 
Women's  Colleges,  and  arrangements  for  the 
necessary  practical  side,  entered  into  with  the 
authorities  who  are  responsible  for  the  different 
types  of  work. 

Here  I  may  refer  to  my  own  work  in  London 
and  the  Staff  who  work  under  my  direction  in  the 
Department  of  Public  Health,  300  in  number. 
During  the  past  two  years  candidates  from  Bedford 
College  for  Women  and  certain  other  Training 
Centres  have  made  a  practice  of  asking  the  I>ondon 
County  Council  Committee,  and  Dr.  Hamer, 
chief  Medical  Officer,  to  allow  students  to  gain 
practical  experience  by  going  round  with  the 
School  Nurse  Staff  and  assisting  in  all  the  branches 
of  the  work,  and  a  certificate  is  required  showing 
satisfactory  attendance  before  they  can  enter  for 
the  Health  Visitor's  examination  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health.  Already  some  students  from  various 
countries  who  have  been  taking  courses  of  lectures 
on  Public  Health  at  Bedford  College,  London, 
have  in  this  way  gained  useful  experience,  and  it 
seems  to  me  a  pity  that  the  Nurses'  National 
Councils  have  not  got  a  small  International  Com- 
mittee to  which  such  students  could  apply  and 
who  would  make  the  arrangements  with  the 
National  Council's  Committee  for  such  post- 
graduate work. 

A  knowledge  of  languages  is  needed  to  make 
this  work  easier,  and  greater  freedom  and  smaller 
expenses  in  travelling. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  adoption  of  an  Inter- 
national standard  of  Nursing  Education  would 
greatly  facilitate  the  interchange  of  nursing 
students  in  the  hospitals  of  the  various  countries, 
because  their  nursing  knowledge  would  be  a 
known  quantity. 

As  is  indicated  in  our  programme  my  remarks 
are  intended  as  introductory  only,  to  what  must 
be  of  very  great  value — a  full  discussion  of  this 
subject. 

We  shall  do  well  in  our  discussion  to  keep  before 
us  the  fundamental  matters  so  well  indicated  by 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  in  the  Watchword  (Aspira- 
tion), under  which  we  have  been  working  since 
191 2,  that  we  "  walk  worthily,  so  that  those  to 
whom  we  minister  may  discern  the  fineness  of 
motive    which    inspires    our    vocation,    and    the 
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uplifting  spiritual  zeal  which  inspires  our  service, 
and  may  be  sustained  and  comforted  thereby." 

Do  not  let  us  be  afraid  of  setting  our  standard 
high,  of  taking  pains  to  acquire  both  practical  and 
theoretical  knowledge,  so  that  in  our  preventive 
and  remedial  work  we  offer  only  our  best  in  the 
service  of  humanity.  Superficial  knowledge  means 
shoddy  work.  The  members  of  this  fine  Federa- 
tion of  Nurses  aspire  to  perfect  their  work.  A 
sure  foundation  having  been  laid,  they  must 
throughout  the  whole  of  their  professional  careers 
be  seekers  after  fresh  knowledge,  and  when  we  lay 
down  our  work  we  shall  still  be  seeking  to  attain 
perfection. 


Impressions  of  the  Meeting  of  the  International 
Council  of  Nurses  at  Copenhagen. 

My  impressions  are  of  a  lovely,  homely,  peaceful 
country  with  a  contented  people. 

Of  great  hospitality  and  friendliness. 

Of  noble  women,  who  are  leaving  the  world 
the  better  for  their  unselfish  hves. 

Of  the  gratitude  which  is  awakened  by  hearing 
your  own  language  adopted  as  the  medium  for 
International  interchange  of  thought. 

Of  the  little  bar  that  difference  of  race  makes, 
where  all  are  working  for  the  same  end,  the  good 
of  humanity. 

Of  the  certainty  that  the  more  opportunities 
we  have  of  meetings  such  as  these,  the  less  danger 
there  will  be  of  there  ever  coming  again  such  a 
world  catastrophe,  to  separate  us  for  so  long  an 
interval.  Helen  L.  Pearse. 


"  Wherever  you  are, 
Work  for  your  soul's  sake, 
That  all  the  clay  of  you,  all  of  the  dross  of  you. 

May  yield  to  the  fire  of  you." 


TRUE  TALES  AND  A  MORAL. 

In  a  Motor  Bus. 

Two  country  women  complaining  of  poverty, 
passing  through  Trafalgar  Square.  At  sight  of 
National  Gallery. 

No.  I  :  "  That's  a  fine  Palace,  I  wonder  who 
lives  there  ?  " 

No.  2  :   "  I  don't  know,  I  never  see'd  it  afore  !  " 

Passenger  to  First  Speaker :  "  That  Palace, 
Madam,  in  part  belongs  to  you  ladies,  and  it 
contains  millions  of  pounds.  It  is  a  pity  you  do 
not  know  how  rich  you  are." 

No.  I  :  "  You  be  one  of  those  who  likes  your 
joke  !  " 

Passenger :  "  Why  certainly.  I  also  like  to 
count  my  mercies — palaces,  parks,  gardens,  lakes, 
rivers,  seas,  music,  masterpieces,  the  loveliest 
people  in  the  world,  and  all  for  a  mere  song." 

No.  2  :  "  You  can't  live  upon  them  things, 
why  they  charged  us  4d.  for  a  bath  bun." 

Passenger  (pulling  the  cord)  :  "I  can't  aspire 
to  bath  buns.  I  will  away  to  a  Palace  of  DeUght 
— good-day  !  " 

No.  I  :  Touch  of  the  sun  no  doubt !  " 


NURSINQ  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  May  23RD. 
Nurses  and  Unemployment  Insurance. 

Captain  Wedgwood  Benn  asked  the  Minister 
of  Labour  whether  the  provision  for  excluding 
nurses  from  the  operation  of  the  Unemployment 
Insurance  Act  could  be  made  retrospective, 
in  view  both  of  the  difficulties  of  collecting  arrears 
of  contributions  and  of  the  fact  that  the  insurance 
was  of  no  practical  value  to  nurses. 

Dr.  Macnamara  replied  :  I  would  refer  my  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  to  the  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  Standing  Committee  B  for  Tuesday,  April  4th, 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  in  accepting  the 
amendment  in  committee  that  unemployment 
insurance  contributions  should  cease  to  be  payable 
in  respect  of  nurses,  I  made  it  clear  that  in  order 
to  allow  a  reasonable  interval  before  payment  of 
benefit  is  stopped  in  the  cases  of  the  nurses, 
numbering  several  hundreds,  who  are  unemployed, 
I  could  not  agree  to  the  new  exception  taking 
effect  before  July  ist.  I  added  that  I  had  no 
doubt  that  as  the  main  request  of  the  nurses  had 
been  met  I  should  find  general  acceptance  of 
my  decision  that  contributions  should  be  paid 
up  to  July  I  St.  In  these  circumstances  I  could 
not  agree  to  make  the  exception  retrospective 
which  in  any  event  would  require  legislation. 


BRADFORD    ROYAL    INFIRMARY 
NURSES'    LEAGUE. 

The  Bradiford  Royal  Infirmary  Nurses'  League 
held  its  sixth  annual  meeting  on  Saturday,  May 
27th,  in  the  Recreation  Room  at  the  Royal  In- 
firmary. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  a  rather  depressing 
one.  It  showed  that  the  members'  subscriptions 
only  covered  half  the  cost  of  the  annual  League 
News.  Members,  therefore,  were  asked  to  consider 
a  financial  crisis. 

The  Secretary  was  able  to  report  the  successful 
floating  of  a  scheme  for  a  Benevolent  Fund  in 
connection  with  the  League,  and  a  hank  balance 
in  hand  for  that  fund  of  over  ;^30. 

The  business  on  the  agenda  included  an  altera- 
tion in  the  Constitution  of  the  League,  by  which 
the  office  of  President,  instead  of  (as  formerly) 
being  declared  vacant  every  three  years,  should 
always  be  held  by  the  Matron  of  the  Royal  Infir- 
mary for  the  time  being.  The  annual  elections  of 
resident  and  non-resident  members  of  the  Council 
then  took  place. 

After  the  business  meeting  a  general  and  social 
meeting  was  held,  to  which  nurses  from  other 
local  institutions  and  the  public  health  services 
had  been  invited.  Unfortunately,  two  other  func- 
tions for  nurses  had  been  arranged  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood for  that  same  date,  so  there  was  not  the 
usual  attendance,  but  about  twenty-five  visitors 
accepted  the  invitation  of  the  League. 

Miss  Davies,  Matron  of  the  Royal  Infirmary 
and  President  of  the  League,  gave  an  address  on 
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the  "  Affiliation  of  Training  Schools  for  the 
Education  of  Nurses."  She  spoke  of  the  present- 
day  difficulties  of  the  small  hospitals.  Already 
probationers  were  leaving  the  special  hospitals,  as 
they  realised  that  the  training  offered  them  would 
not'  fit  them  for  the  State  examinations  of  the 
immediate  future.  No  workable  scheme  of  affilia- 
tion had  yet  been  produced  by  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  and  without  the  co-operation  of  the  lay 
and  medical  members  of  Hospital  Boards  of 
Management  nothing  practical  could  be  done.  The 
difficulties  would  greatly  be  lightened  if  the  educa- 
tion of  girls  in  the  public  schools  could  include 
some  of  the  theoretical  subjects — elementary 
science,  &c. — ^that  nurses  were  expected  to  study 
later.  After  all,  it  is  the  practical  training  that 
counts,  and  by  the  adoption  of  the  eight-hours 
working  day  in  hospitals  she  already  loses  six 
months  of  her  practical  training. 

The  age  of  admission  would  have  to  be  lowered. 
If  a  girl  of  eighteen  was  considered  old  enough  to 
take "  up  mental  and  fever  nursing,  surely  she 
might  be  allowed'  to  commence  her  work  in  a 
general  hospital  at  the  same  age.  A  girl  medical 
student  could  almost  have  finished  her  training  by 
the  age  at  which  a  woman  was  generally  thought 
to  be  fitted  for  commencing  her  nursing  career. 

Training  in  the  past  has  varied  according  to  the 
standards  of  the  various  training  schools,  which 
have  differed  in  the  length  of  their  training. 
Some  of  the  best  nurses  the  speaker  had  known 
had  been  trained  in  small  hospitals.  It  was  the 
character  of  the  woman,  and  the  spirit  in  which 
she  trained,  that  mattered. 

The  traditions  of  the  past  were  not  to  be 
despised.  We  had  muddled  through,  in  our 
English  way,  and  "come  out  on  top." 

English  nurses  had  gone  all  over  the  world,  and 
had  been  able  to  adapt  themselves  to  any  and 
everv  condition.  During  the  war  they  were  con- 
sidered to  have  the  best  training  for  practical 
work. 

Probably  the  success  oif  the  trained  nurses  of  the 
past  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  superintendents  of 
training  schools  have  not  been  bound  by  hard-and- 
fast  rules  of  training,  but  have  been  at  liberty  to 
impress  their  own  ideas  and  methods  on  their  own 
nurses. 

Perhaps  we  were  in  danger  now  of  taking  the 
opposite  extreme  and  of  being  over-organised. 

The  subject  was  thrown  open  for  discussion. 
Miss  Flora  Hill  and  Miss  Adams  were  amongst 
those  who  spoke. 

Afterwards  the  visitors  were  entertained  to  tea 
by  the  League. 

A  small  sale  of  work,  contributed  by  the  League 
members,  on  behalf  of  their  new  Benevolent  Fund 
realised  a  sum  of  over  ;^2o. 


THE  GENERAL  NURSING  COUNCIL  FOR 
SCOTLAND. 


WORD    FOR    THE    WEEK.       . 

The  Fifth.  Duke  of  Devonshire  said  of  his  cousin, 
Henry  Cavendish  :  "  He  is  not  a  gentleman — he 
works." 

From  In  Whig  Society. 

By  Mahell,  Countess  of  Airlie. 


A  meeting  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
Scotland  was  held  at  13,  Melville  Street,  Edin- 
burgh,   on   Friday,    June   2nd. 

Sir  John  Lome  MacLeod,  G.B.E.,  was  in  the 
chair. 

Included  among  the  correspondence  dealt  with 
was  a  letter  from  the  Scottish  Board  of  Health, 
stating  that  the  Board  considered  that  a  date 
between  the  beginning  of  October  and  the  end  of 
November  would  be  a  suitable  one  for  the  present 
Council  retiring  from  office.  There  was  also  sub- 
mitted a  separate  letter  from  the  Scottish  Board 
of  Health,  enquiring  whether  the  Council  were 
now  in  a  position  to  submit  Rules  prescribing  the 
manner  of  election  of  the  elected  members  of 
the  new  Council.  The  preparation  of  such  rules 
was   remitted   to    a   Committee    to    deal   with. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  Applications  con- 
sidered satisfactory  by  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee were  passed,  and  four  considered  unsatis- 
factory were  refused. 

The  Report  of  the  small  Sub-Committee  ap- 
pointed to  deal  with  the  question  of  a  Registered 
Uniform  was  submitted.  After  some  discussion, 
the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  : 
"  That  the  letters  '  R.G.N. '  should  be  used  to 
designate  a  Nurse  on  the  General  part  of  the 
Register ;  the  letters  '  R.M.N.'  to  designate  a 
Nurse  on  the  Mental  Nurses'  part  of  the  Register  ; 
the  letters  '  R.N.M.D.'  to  designate  a  Nurse  on 
the  Register  of  Nurses  for  Mental  Defectives ; 
the  letters  '  R.S.C.N.'  to  designate  a  Nurse  on 
the  Sick  Children's  Nurses'  part  of  the  Register  ; 
and  the  letters  '  R.F.N. '  to  designate  a  Nurse  on 
the  Fever  Nurses'  part  of  the  Register." 

Subject  to  this,  details  of  the  Uniform  were 
remitted  to  the  Registration  Committee  to  con- 
sider and  report. 

Colonel  Mackintosh  submitted  the  Report  of  the 
Education  and  Examination  Committee,  and  in 
terms  thereof  moved  that  the  Syllabus  for  Mental 
Training,  which  was  practically  identical  with  the 
Syllabus  adopted  by  the  General  Nursing  Council 
for  England  and  Wales,  be  approvfed.  This  was 
unanimously    agreed    to. 


Unless  the  letter  "  S,"  for  "  State,"  precedes 
the  other  letters,  there  is  nothing  to  define  the 
statutory  status  of  a  nurse.  Any  Association  can 
start  a  Register  of  Members. 


FINLAND    AS   IT   IS. 

Out  of  compliment  to  our  new  International 
President,  the  Baroness  Mannerheim  we  all  want 
to  study  Finland.  "  Finland  as  it  Is,"  by  the 
late  Harry  de  Windt,  F.R.G.S.,  is  a  delightful 
book.  It  has  been  placed  in  the  International 
Library  at  431,  Oxford  Street,  W.,  and  is  on  loan 
to  members  of  our  National  Council  of  Nurses. 
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COLLEGE   OF  NURSING,  LTD. 

The  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  will  hold  its 
annual  meeting  at  the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine, 
I,  Wimpole  Street,  London,  W.,  on  June  22nd, 
when  the  Seventh  Annual  Report  will  be  submitted. 
The  College  costs  £7,611  i6s.  id.  to  run,  and  has 
a  deficit  this  year  of  £1,40;^  12s.  id.  on  the  General 
Fund.  The  Scottish  and  Irish  Branches  cost 
headquarters  upwards  of  ;^i,ooo  in  grants.  Surely 
it  is  time  they  should  pay  their  own  expenses. 
The  English  Local  Centres  are  largely  financed  by 
social  events,  such  as  dances,  sales,  jumble  and 
otherwise — and  could  not  exist  for  a  day  on  fees 
and  subscriptions.  We  fear  this  is  true  of  many 
women's  organisations. 

The  Voting  Paper. 

The  Voting  Paper  for  the  Council  contains  the 
names  of  twenty  candidates  for  eight  vacancies, 
for  which  sixteen  Matrons  and  Superintendents, 
one  private  nurse,  one  sister,  and  two  doctors,  are 
nominated.  Sir  Edwin  Cooper-Perry,  the  Hon. 
Secretary  (who  is  the  College)  and  Dr.  E.  J. 
Maclean,  of  Cardiff  (who,  we  note,  has  given  a 
donation  of  £2^  to  the  Cardiff  Branch)  are  the 
two  medicos  on  the  list. 

When  shall  we  see  a  fairer  percentage  of  sisters 
and  nurses  on  the  Council,  and  amongst  the 
Hon.  Officers  ?     We  wonder  ! 

The  Cowdray  Club. 

The  Cowdray  Club,  at  20,  Cavendish  Square, 
registered  as  the  Nation's  Nurses  and  Professional 
Women's  Club,  Ltd.,  is  to  be  opened  on  June 
22,  at  4  p.m.,  and  the  Foundation  Stone  of  the 
College  BuUding  is  to  be  laid,  followed  by  a  Recep- 
tion at  the  Club. 

The  subscription  to  the  Club  for  College  Members 
is  £1  5s.  ;  to  other  nurses  and  professional  women 
£2  IDS. — little  enough  on  which  to  carry  on  a  club 
in  Cavendish  Square,  and  we  can  hardly  believe 
College  nurses  will  appreciate  membership  at  the 
expense  of  colleagues,  and  other  professional 
workers,  as  is  inevitable  if  £2  los.  is  a  just 
subscription  for  others. 

The  fact  is  that  after  the  gift  of  the 
Club,  College  members  showed  little  inclination 
to  keep  it  up,  so  it  was  made  into  a  com- 
pany club  for  women,  professional  and  other- 
wise. Our  experience  goes  to  prove  that  nurses 
make  little  use  of  a  club.  What  they  need  and 
patronise  is  a  hostel,  where  they  can  live  in  ;  and 
a  large  number  of  bedrooms  is  imperative  if 
nurses'  clubs  are  made  to  cover  expenses.  Caven- 
dish Square  is  now  a  "  hot  bed  "  of  women's  clubs 
— ^V.A.D.s  (very  well  managed)  at  No.  30  ;  Service 
Sisters  at  34  ;  and  the  "  Pioneer,"  at  12,  Cavendish 
Place — all  urgently  in  need  of  more  bedrooms. 

FEVER  NURSES'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Fever  Nurses'  Association  held  its  annual 
meeting  at  the  City  Hospital,  Bradford,  on  May 
27th,  and  a  welcome  was  extended  to  it  by  the 
Lord  Mayor. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Buchan,  medical  officer  to  the  city. 


said  that  in  a  medical  sense  nothing  had  raised 
the  standard  of  public  health  more  than  the 
fever  hospital  had  done.  It  was  the  beginning 
of  municipal  care  of  the  sick,  and  had  done  its 
work  so  well  that  there  is  now  much  less  infectious 
disease  than  formerly. 

Dr.  Kitchin  was  inducted  as  president  of  the 
Association  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  in  his 
address  said  that  the  nursing  of  fever  cases  was 
not  to  be  looked  down  upon.  The  nursing  of 
typhoid  had  long  been  considered  the  hall  mark 
of  medical  nursing. 

The  Association  has   2,808   certificate  holders. 


The  Fever  Nurses'  Association  has  done  very 
good  work  in  the  past  in  co-ordinating  education 
and  holding  examinations  for  fever  nurses,  but 
now  that  Nursing  is  a  legally-constituted  pro- 
fession by  Act  of  Parliament,  medical  men  should 
stand  aside  and  support  the  principle  of  self- 
determination  for  nurses,  which  as  a  profession, 
they  themselves  enjoy  to  the  full,  and  elect 
to  the  senior  official  and  executive  positions 
members  of  the  Nursing  Profession.  There  are 
many  most  able  and  admirable  women  with  long 
service  in  our  Fever  Hospitals  well-fitted  to 
occupy  positions  of  responsibility  in  their  own 
profession. 

APPOINTMENTS. 


MATR9N. 


Knowle  Mental  Hospital,  Fareham,  Hants. — ^Miss 
Grace  Smith  Thomson  has  been  appointed  Matron. 
She  was  trained  at  the  Gartloch  Mental  Hospital, 
Glasgow,  and  has  been  Chief  Head  Nurse  at  the  New- 
castle City  Mental  Hospital,  Matron  at  Rampton  State 
Institution,  Matron  at  Maghull  Military  Hospital 
during  the  war,  where  she  was  awarded  the  Royal  Red 
Cross  (first  class)  for  her  services,  and  is  at  present 
Chief  Head  Nurse  at  the  Darenth  Industrial  Colony. 

South  Ealing,  Chiswick,  and  Ealing  Isolation  Hospital. 
— Miss  A.  F.  Hindle  has  been  appointed  Matron.  She 
was  trained  at  the  North  Staffordshire  Infirmary,  and 
has  been  Theatre  Sister  at  the  National  Hospital, 
Queen  Square,  Bloomsbury,  Night  Superintendent  at 
Charing  Cross  Hospital,  Sister-in-Charge  of  Oxted 
Auxiliary  Hospital,  Assistant  Matron  at  Cumberland 
Infirmary,  and  Assistant  Matron  and  Matron  of  East 
Ham  Borough  Isolation  Hospital. 

SISTER    TUTOR. 

Wolverhampton  and  Staffordshire  General  Hospital, 
Wolverhampton.— Miss  Muriel  Benington  has  been 
appointed  Sister-Tutor.  She  was  trained  at  the 
London  Hospital,  and  has  been  Sister  in  Queen 
Alexandra's  Royal  Naval  Nursing  Service,  has  been 
through  a  course  of  training  at  King's  College  Hospital 
for  Women,  and  holds  a  Health  Visitors'  Certificate 
under  the  Ministry  of  Health  Regulations,  1919- 

SISTER. 

Hospital  for  Women  and  Children,  Plalstow,  E.— Miss 
Mary  M.  Stone  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  Middlesex  Hospital,  W.,  where  she  has  been 
Ophthalmic  Sister.  She  has  also  been  (Military)  Sister 
at  the  Royal  Hospital,  Richmond,  Surrey,  and  at  a 
Private  Hospital  in  Australia. 
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WEDDING  BELLS. 

The  marriage  took  place  on  June  ist  of  Miss  Agnes 
Emma  Cox  to  Mr.  Edward  Tribles.  The  bride  and 
bridegroom  will  make  their  home  in  future  at  18, 
Headland  Park,  Plymouth. 


NURSES'  CLUB  FOR  PERTH. 

A  grand  Bazaar  will  be  held  in  the  grounds  of 
the  Royal  Infirmary,  Perth,  by  the  kind  per- 
mission of  the  directors,  on  June  9th  and  loth, 
from  2.30  .to  8  p.m.  The  proceeds,  and  we  hope 
they  will  be  very  handsome,  are  in  aid  of  a  pro- 
posed Nurses'  Club. 

A  great  variety  of  Stalls  have  been  arranged 
by  friends  of  the  project.  The  Royal  Infirmary 
StaU  (work),  colours  blue  and  scarlet,  has  as 
convener  the  Matron,  Miss  Thomson,  R.R.C., 
assisted  by  Miss  M'Millan,  Miss  Drysdale,  and  the 
Sisters  of  the  wards. 

Burghmuir  Hospital  and  Murthly  Asylum 
Stall  (Cake  and  Candy),  colour  grey,  has  as 
conveners.  Miss  Stewart  and  Miss  M'Leod, 
assisted  by  the  Nursing  Staff. 

Kilgraston  and  Friarton  Hospitals  Stall  (Mis- 
cellaneous), colour  lilac,  conveners  Miss  Burnett 
and  Miss  Lee,  assisted  by  the  Nursing  staff. 

The  Murray's  Asylum  Staff  (Work),  colour 
mauve,  convener  Miss  Rankin,  assisted  by  Nursing 
Staff. 

The  Queen's  Nurses,  the  Federation,  the 
Education,  the  Hillside  Homes  and  the  Poor 
House  Stall  (General),  colour  blue,  convener 
Miss  M'Calman,  assisted  by  Misses  Williamson, 
Stewart,  Bulman,  Bennett,  Ross,  and  MiUer, 

There  wiU  be  two  ex-Service  Stalls,  The  Magpie, 
colours  black  and  white,  convener  Miss  Stewart- 
Richardson,  R.R.C.,  and  the  Toy  and  Fancy 
Goods  StaU,  colour  old  rose,  convener  Miss  M. 
Wilkinson,  R.R.C. 

The  Matron  has  the  Tea  and  Refreshment 
Stall  in  hand,  helped  by  Miss  Douglas  and  the 
Infirmary  Nurses. 

Every  attraction  in  the  grounds  of  the  hospital, 
tennis,  croquet,  clock  golf,  football.  Aunt  Sally, 
Houpla,  a  fine  art  gallery,  and  all  the  latest  games 
of  skill  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Wilson, 
M.C.  Fine  bands  will  add  to  the  pleasure  every 
way,  and  all  these  delights  for  is.  or  6d.  entrance. 

Scottish  people  are  real  necromancers  in  the 
organisation  of  Bazaars,  and  we  shall  expect  to 
hear  every  penny  required  for  the  Nurses'  Club 
will  be  secured  by  8  p.m.  on  June  loth. 

Glasgow  will  be  able  to  give  Perth  some  happy 
hints,  as  its  Bath  Street  Club  has  been  a  splendid 
success. 


TOUJOURS  PERDRIX. 

Lord  Knutsford  has  been  enjoying  one  of  his 
time-honoured  flings  at  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  in 
Time  and  Tide.  As  we  feel  sure  he  would  be 
deeply  hurt  if  his  irrelevancies  were  ignored,  Mrs. 
Fenwick  has  refuted  them  in  this  week's  issue  of 
that  excellent  paper,  which,  we  are  glad  to  hear, 
is  being  widely  read  by  nurses. 


BIRTHDAY  HONOURS. 

On  wealthy  industrial  magnates  the  principal 
honours  on  the  King's  Birthday  were  bestowed — 
a  nation  of  shopkeepers,  indeed  !  A  few  members 
of  the  medical  profession  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
recognition.  Sir  Berkeley  Moynihan  becomes  a 
baronet,  and  Dr.  Alfred  Rice-Oxley,  J. P.  (three 
times  Mayor  of  Kensington),  a  knight.  The 
nursing  profession  will  wish  to  offer  warm  con- 
gratulations to  both  of  these  recipients  of  the 
King's  favour. 

Alas  !  Women  are  hardly  mentioned  in  the 
long  list  of  honours,  and  their  public  services  at 
home  are  entirely  ignored. 

Kaisar-i-Hind  Medal. 

The  King  has  made  the  following  awards  of 
the  Kaisar-i-Hind  Medal  of  the  First  Class  for 
public  services  in  India  : — 

Todhunter,  Alice  Lady,  O.B.E.  Madras. 

Thompson,  Miss  Eleanore,  Lady  Superintendent, 
Medical  College  Hospital,  Calcutta,  Bengal. 

Brown,  Miss  Edith  Mary,  M.D.,  Principal, 
Women's  Christian  Medical  College,  Ludhiana, 
Punjab. 

Dobson,  Mrs.  Margaret,  Lyallpur,  Punjab. 

Chatterton,  Mrs.  Lily,  Nagpur,  Central  Provinces. 

Campbell,  Miss  Susan,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.  (Ed.), 
in  charge  of  the  Zenana  Hospital,  Scottish  Missions, 
Rajputana. 

We  suggest  Honours  for  Women  on  Queen  Mary's 
Birthday.  ,  ^  , 

RATIONAL  BIRTH   CONTROL. 

The  New  Generation,  the  monthly  organ  of  the 
Malthusian  League,  which,  through  rational  bitth 
control,  teaches  race  welfare,  should  find  a  place 
in  nurses'  libraries.  The  June  issue  gives  much 
food  for  thought,  presented  with  delicacy  and 
common  sense.  The  day  for  blinkers  is  past  and 
gone,  and  the  League  is  wise  to  hold  conferences 
and  public  meetings  to  spread  its  sound  teaching. 

On  June  22nd  there  will  be  a  public  meeting 
at  Kensington  Town  Hall,  at  8  p.m.,  when  "  Birth 
Control :  The  Workers'  Charter,"  will  be  discussed 
by  able  advocates,  amongst  them  Miss  Cicely 
Hamilton  and  the  Rev.  Gordon  Lang.  Dr.  C.  V. 
Drysdale  will  take  the  chair. 

In  July  there  is  to  be  an  International  Confer- 
ence on  the  same  important  question,  when  Mr. 
H.  G.  Wells  will  preside. 

The  Voluntary  Hospitals  Commission  have 
decided  to  convene  a  conference  of  representatives 
of  Local  Hospital  Committees  which  will  be  held  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  i8th  and  19th  July,  at 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  It  is  hoped  that  all  Local 
Hospital  Committees  will  be  represented  by  their 
Chairman  and  Secretary,  but  other  members  of 
Committees  will  be  welcome  if  they  care  to  attend, 
and  no  limit  will  be  placed  upon  the  number  of 
representatives  from  any  particular  Committee. 
Cards  of  admission  will  only  be  sent  to  those 
persons  whose  names  have  been  notified  to  the 
Commission  not  later  than  July  loth. 
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THE  HOSPITAL   WORLD. 


The  King  has  commanded  that  the  name  of 
"  King  George  V  Sanatorium  "  is  to  be  given 
to  the  buildings  being  erected  for  the  MetropoUtan 
Asylums  Board  at  Godalming,  near  Hydons  Ball, 
on  a  site  acquired  by  the  National  Trust  a  few- 
years  ago  as  a  memorial  to  the  late  Miss  Octavia 
Hill.  

Over  ;^25,ooo  has  been  raised  so  far  by  the 
Lord  Mayor's  Mansion  House  Fund,  which  was 
opened  on  May  ist,  on  behalf  of  London's  hospitals. 


A  £^  note  from  the  Queen  was  among  the 
Derby"  Day  contributions  when  1,500  medical 
students  made  their  Epsom  sweep  on  behalf  of 
the  London  hospitals'  combined  fund. 


LADY  MINTO'S  INDIAN  NURSING 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  Report  for  1921  of  Lady  Minto's  Indian 
Nursing  Association  is  to  hand,  the  chief  object 
of  which  is  to  supply  trained  female  nurses  and 
midwives  to  patients  requiring  attendance  either 
in  their  private  residences  or  in  public  or  private 
hospitals  in  any  part  of  the  Indian  Empire. 

The  report  makes  quite  clear  how  greatly 
expansion  and  progress  were  due  to  the  five  years' 
magnificent  work  of  Miss  Ruth  Darbyshire, 
R.R.C.,  the  Chief  Lady  Superintendent,  who 
resigned  her  office  this  year  and  who  has  been 
succeeded  by  Miss  Hodgson,  formerly  Lady  Super- 
intendent of  the  Burma  Branch.  The  Central 
Committee  express  their  appreciation  of  the 
excellent  work  of  the  Superintendent  and  Sisters, 
"  who  have  throughout  the  year  rendered  most 
loyal  and  devoted  service,"  contributing  very 
largely  to  the  success  of  the  Association.  During 
1 92 1  twenty-four  Sisters  left  the  Association  for 
the  following  reasons  : — 

Expiration  of  Contract      6 

Marriage 11 

Invalided i 

Released  at  own  request 6 

Forty  Sisters  joined — twenty-five  from  England, 
two  from  Australia,  three  from  South  Africa,  and 
ID  have  been  engaged  in  India.  The  salaries, 
pay,  and  allowances  have  been  increased  and  have 
given  general  satisfaction. 

The  fees  earned  by  the  Sisters  totalled  nearly 
Rs.  5,000. 

The  report  proves  how  invaluable  these  highly- 
trained  Sisters  are  throughout  India,  but  Uke  so 
many  other  good  works  it  apparently  does  not 
receive  the  financial  support  it  deserves.  The 
Home  Committee  suggest  that  if  those  who  have 
relations  in  India,  or  are  interested  in  business 
enterprises,  would  only  help  even  in  a  small  way, 
the  ever-increasing  work  of  the  Association  would 
be  carried  on  without  financial  anxiety. 

All  sorts  of  funny  people  manage  nurses'  organi- 


sations, and  we  note  that  the  Premier's  son-in-law, 
Lt.-Col.  T.  J.  Carey-Evans,  M.C.,  I.M.S.,  is  now 
the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Association,  and  whilst 
there  are  six  medical  men  on  the  Central  Commit- 
tee there  is  not  one  Registered  Nurse.  Profes- 
sional recognition  must  be  provided  for  in  the 
future,  unless  our  Nurses'  Registration  Act  is  to 
be  a  dead  letter. 

EARLY    LEADERS    OF     NURSING 
EDUCATION:  CALENDAR,  1922. 

Those  of  us  who  love  our  profession  and  revere 
its  pioneers,  whose  splendid  ideals  are  badly  in 
need  of  standard  bearers  in  these  days,  will 
welcome  the  second  Calendar — that  for  1922 — 
issued  by  the  National  League  of  Nursing  Educa- 
tion, U.S.A.  In  a  foreword  signed  by  Isabel  M. 
Stewart,  Ada  M.  Carr,  Florence  M.  Johnson,  and 
R.  Inde  Albaugh,  they  tell  us  that  "  The  unusual 
success  of  the  Nightingale  Centennial  Calendar 
last  year  has  encouraged  the  Committee  to  plan 
for  a  series  of  nursing  calendars  which  will  present 
to  the  students  and  members  of  our  profession 
as  well  as  to  the  public  some  of  the  more  out- 
standing personalities  who  have  guided  and 
inspired  the  development  of  modern  nursing  and 
endowed  it  with  their  indomitable  spirit  and 
imperishable  ideals.  .  .  . 

"  It  was  largely  to  the  efforts  of  this  remarkable 
group  of  women  whom  we  celebrate,  that  the 
new  Nightingale  system  of  training  was  firmly 
planted  in  American  soil  and,  having  successfully 
weathered  the  opposition  and  hostility  of  those 
early  days,  spread  over  the  whole  country.  It 
took  a  Spartan  type  to  accomplish  what  these 
women  did.  In  the  words  of  one  of  them  :  '  They 
were  a  strong,  determined  and  intrepid  set  of 
workers,  full  of  energy,  and  the  uncompromising 
spirit  of  the  reformer.  That  work  was  largely 
house-cleaning  on  an  extended  scale.  They  warred 
against  physical  dirt  and  disorder,  against 
immoraUty,  irresponsibility  and  poUtical  corrup- 
tion. They  regenerated  the  moral  atmosphere  of 
the  early  hospitals,  and  banished  coarseness  and 
vulgarity,  neglect  and  indifference.  They  were 
often  stern,  often  severe,  sometimes  hard,  but  no 
one  can  realise  what  they  did  who  knows  nothing 
of  the  conditions  grappled  wdth.'  " 

On  the  cover  of  the  Calendar  we  have  a  sketch 
of  the  entrance  to  old  Bellevue  Hospital,  New 
York,  Mother  of  American  Schools  of  Nursing. 

The  special  significance  of  the  cover  sketch  of 
old  Bellevue's  entrance  lies  in  the  fact  that  just 
fifty  years  ago  that  door  opened  to  receive  the 
first  of  those  nursing  leaders  and  educators.  Sister 
Helen.  Moreover,  BeUevue  Hospital,  of  New 
York,  has  been  so  closely  associated  with  pioneer 
nursing  efforts  in  America,  and  its  training 
school  sent  out  so  many  of  its  earUer  nursing 
leaders,  that  it  has  come  to  stand  almost  as  a 
symbol  of  the  nursing  revolution  which  wiped  out 
the  unspeakable  abuses  of  the  old  hospital  regime, 
and   established   even  in  the  most  disorganised 
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and  corrupt  city  institution  a  humane,  skilled  and 
responsible  nursing  service. 

The  calendar  is  composed  of  twelve  portraits 
and  biographical  sketches  of  the  early  group  of 
nursing  pioneers  in  the  States,  selected  by  vote  all 
over  the  country. 

These  are  :  Helen  Borden,  known  as  "  Sister 
Helen,"  from  All  Saints'  Sisterhood,  London. 

Linda  Richards — born  in  New  York ;  First 
Graduate  of  the  New  England  Hospital  Training 
School  for  Nurses    Boston,  Mass.,  September  ist, 

1873- 

Alice  Fisher,  born  at  the  "  Queen's  House," 
Greenwich,  England,  in  the  apartment  that  had 
been  at  one  time  the  residence  of  Henrietta  Maria, 
Queen  of  England. 

Lucy  Lincoln  Drown,  born  in  Providence,  and 
spent  her  early  life  in  Rhode  Island — "  a  gentle- 
woman of  the  old  school," 

Louise  Darche,  a  Canadian — born  at  Lampton 
Mills,  Ontario. 

Diana  Clifford  Kimber,  a  member  of  a  well- 
known  Oxfordshire  family — born  in  England. 

Anna  Caxoline  Maxwell — born  at  Bristol,  New 
York. 

Isabel  Adams  Hampton  (Mrs.  Hunter  Robb) — 
born  at  Welland,  Ontario,  of  English  parents. 

Lavinia  Lloyd  Dock — born  in  Pennsylvania  ; 
crusader  and  benefactor. 

Isabel  Mclsaac— born  at  Waterloo,   Iowa. 

Sophia  F.  Palmer — born  at  Milton,  Mass.  ; 
first  editor  of  the  American  Journal  of  Nursing, 
a  position  she  held  for  twenty  yeaxs. 

Jane  Archer  Delano — born  at  Montour  Falls, 
New  York,  of  sturdy  New  England  stock. 

Thus  England,  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  Canada  have  each  contributed  in  giving  to 
the  world  this  wonderful  group  of  women,  whose 
characters  and  attainments  should  inspire  younger 
generations,  not  only  with  admiration  and  thank- 
fulness, but  with  a  desire  to  emulate  their  great- 
ness. The  Editor  of  this  journal  has  had  the 
inestimable  benefit  of  knowing  personally  all  of 
these  heroines,  with  the  exception  of  Sister  Helen 
and  Miss  Kimber.  With  many  she  has  enjoyed 
long  years  of  friendship,  and  owes  to  their  "  under- 
standing "  the  very  deepest  debt  of  gratitude  for 
warm-hearted  support  during  the  long  weary 
thirty  years  of  struggle  for  higher  education  and 
State  Registration  for  nurses  in  this  country — 
support  and  sympathy  which  helped  to  attain 
success. 

The  Publication  Committee  of  the  Calendar 
desire  to  thank  all  those  who  have  contributed  the 
biographical  sketches  and  portraits.  They  hope  that 
a  series  of  calendars  will  do  much  to  meet  the 
widespread  demand  for  information  about  the 
leaders  of  nursing  in  America,  that  it  will  be 
a  valuable  asset  in  the  teaching  of  student  nurses, 
and  that  it  will  find  a  permanent  place  in  Training 
School  Libraries  and  in  private  historical  collec- 
tions. 

The  Calendar  can  be  procured  (price,  one  dollar) 
from  the  National  League  of  Nursing  Education, 
370,  Seventh  Avenue,  New  York  City,  U.S.A. 


HOSPITAL  PALACES   IN    THE    UNITED 
STATES. 

All  over  the  United  States  magnificent  hospital 
colonies  are  arising,  and  the  new  City  Hospital 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  covers  acres  on  a  fine  open 
space.  The  description  of  this  splendid  hospital 
reads  like  a  fairy  tale  in  the  Modern  Hospital  : — 

The  Typical  Ward. 
"  Study  of  a  typical  ward  unit  shows  that  it  is 
adapted  for  the  treatment  of  any  type  of  disease 
either  indoors  or  outdoors.  Included  in  each 
unit  is  a  large  open  ward  with  an  attached 
veranda  having  a  southern  exposure,  the  capacity 
of  the  open  ward  being  sixteen  beds.  In  some 
instances,  as  in  the  case  of  the  children's  ward, 
this  open  ward  may  be  divided  into  individual 
cubicles.  In  addition  each  unit  contains  several 
side  wards,  each  having  a  capacity  from  one  to 
four  beds.  There  will  be  approximately  an  equal 
number  of  beds  in  each  single  large  ward,  and  in 
its  attached  and  dependent  group  of  smaller  wards, 
so  that  the  segregation  of  patients,  individually 
or  in  small  groups,  can  readily  be  affected.  The 
ward  "  offices,"  consisting  of  chart  and  medicine 
room,  serving  kitchen,  sink  and  utility  room,  linen 
and  supply  room,  &c.,  are  located  in  the  middle  of 
the  unit,  thus  minimising  the  distance  that  must 
be  covered  by  nurses  in  caring  for  patients. 
Separate  balconies  are  provided  for  convalescents, 
and  there  will  be  a  day  or  dining  room  for  con- 
valescents attached  to  each  ward  unit.  Attention 
is  called  to  the  location,  accessibility,  and  southern 
exposure  of  the  day  rooms,  elevators,  corridors, 
verandas  and  of  the  connecting  balconies." 

Nurses'  Home  and  Main  Kitchen. 
The  new  wing  of  the  nurses'  home  consists  of 
a  three-story  and  basement  building  about  120  ft. 
long.  The  basement  contains  a  large  gymnasium, 
and  a  small  kitchenette  and  hand  laundry.  The 
upper  stories  are  divided  into  individual  sleeping 
rooms.  An  interesting  feature  is  the  open-air 
sleeping  space  on  the  roof. 

Finished  Floors. 
Terrazzo,  marble,  tile,  mastic  and  linoleum 
cover  the  entire  variation  of  finished  floor  material 
in  the  hospital  buildings  except  at  sub-baseraent 
where  cement  is  used.  Of  these  terrazzo  is  pre- 
ponderant. All  porches  and  balconies  are  finished 
with  terrazzo,  with  sanitary  cove  and  6  in.  base. 
Floor  of  rooms  occupied  in  connection  with  cardio- 
graph and  radiograph  equipment  are  finished  with 
mastic  laid  on  a  cork  tile  for  purposes  of  insulation. 
These  rooms  are  also  insulated  with  J  in.  sheet 
lead  at  all  walls  and  ceilings.  Lobby  entrance 
doors  are  finished  with  various  pink  and  gray 
Tennessee  marble  with  polished  marble  wainscot. 
Floors  of  all  corridors  consist  of  linoleum  framed 
with  a  brass  strip  into  terrazzo  border  and  base. 
This  linoleum  strip  continues  from  corridor 
forming  a  walking  surface  between  feet  of  beds  of 
sixteen-bed  wards.  Except  for  this  strip  in  the 
large  wards,  floors  of  all  ward  rooms  are  finished 


June  lOy   1922 


^be  Brltieb  3ournal  of  IRursina. 


373 


with  terrazzo  with  special  terrazzo  base  con- 
structed to  prevent  the  contact  of  heads  of  beds 
with  plastered  walls.  Floor  and  base  of  service 
kitchens  are  finished  with  quarrj'  tile  and  have 
glazed  tile  wainscoting,  while  all  toilet,  bath, 
utility  and  sterilising  rooms  are  finished  with 
ceramic  floor  tile  and  white  glazed  tile  wainscot. 
Operating  rooms  have  finished  floors  of  4  by  4 
vitreous  gray  tile  and  glazed  tile  wainscot.  The 
general  and  psychopathic  buildings  are  equipped 
with  clothes  chutes. 


WHY  IS  NURSING   A   PROFESSION? 


MURDER  MONEY. 


The  far-spread  demoralising  "  Cocaine  "  con- 
spiracy can  no  longer  be  ignored  by  Governments, 
and  far  more  drastic  punishments  than  fines  are 
required  to  stamp  it  out.  But  first  of  all  each 
Government  must  search  its  balance  sheet  and 
estimate  how  much  murder  money  it  is  taking 
at  the  receipt  of  custom — India  and  China  must 
cut  down  supplies,  and  drug  pedlars  should  be 
flogged  if  caught  red-handed,  especially  for 
demoralising  the  young.  From  New  York  comes 
the  information  that  according  to  statements 
made  in  Congress,  traffickers  in  narcotic  drugs 
are  making  systematic  efforts  throughout  the 
country  to  corrupt  school  and  university  students, 
and  it  would  appear  that  these  efforts  are  meeting 
with  considerable  success. 

The  American  Senate  has  passed  an  amendment 
to  the  Anti-Narcotic  Act  prohibiting  the  illicit 
importation  of  narcotics  into  the  United  States 
under  a  penalty  of  5,000  dollars  fine  and  ten 
years'  imprisonment.  A  board  will  be  set  up  and 
authorised  to  permit  the  importation  of  the 
necessary  quantities  of  crude  opium  and  coca 
leaves  (from  which  cocaine  is  obtained). 

Our  Government  must  do  likewise. 


•  CANCER  MORTALITY. 

The  increase  of  deaths  from  cancer  and  the  lack 
of  scientific  knowledge  of  its  cause  and  origin  is 
arousing  widespread  interest.  At  home  generous 
grants  of  money  have  been  given  by  individuals  to 
prosecute  investigation,  and  all  sorts  of  suggestions 
of  its  cause  are  appearing  in  the  Press.  In  the 
meanwhile,  M.  Paul  Strauss,  the  French  Minister 
of  Hygiene,  has  appointed  a  Commission  to  co- 
ordinate the  fight  against  cancer  from  the  patho- 
genic, clinical,  therapeutic,  and  prophylactic  points 
of  view.  The  President  of  the  Commission  is  Dr. 
Roux,  of  the  Pasteur  Institute.  We  must  also 
enlist  the  energies  of  the  best  brains  available. 
In  London  alone  100  victims  die  weekly  of  this 
cruel  disease. 

■  »      ■ 

There  is  no  great  and  no  small 
To  the  Soul  that  maketh  all  ; 
And  where  it  comest,  all  things  are  ; 
And  it  comest  everywhere. 


"  One  of  the  present  day  cries  is  that  '  nursing 
is  a  profession.'  It  is,  but  is  not  made  so  merely 
by  stating  the  fact,  says  The  Modern  Hospital. 
A  trade  grows  into  a  profession  when  it  begins 
to  have  ideals  and  a  soul,  and  when  the  members 
of  that  trade  are  united  in  the  effort  to  attain 
the  one  and  express  the  other,  says  a  member 
of  the  San  Francisco  County  Nurses'  Association. 
The  real  members  of  the  nursing  profession  are 
women  of  high  ideals  and  broad  vision,  and  it  is 
too  bad  that  nurses  of  smaller  vision  sometimes 
give  a  wrong  impression  to  the  rest  of  the  world. 
One  nurse,  when  asked  if  there  were  a  future  in 
nursing,  replied  by  telling  the  enviable  state  of  a 
nurse  friend  of  hers  who  had  a  position  with  a 
wealthy  family  which  did  not  need  her  services, 
and  which  lavished  so  many  presents  upon  her 
that  she  was  able  to  put  most  of  her  salary  in  the 
bank.  Women  of  the  type  who  could  hold  such 
an  ideal  of  service  as  this  are  being  taken  into 
hospitals  to-day  because  the  hospitals  must  be 
run.  But  the  only  women  who  can  uphold  the 
ideal  of  the  profession  are  women  who  have  the 
power  to  think  for  themselves,  and  a  vision  broad 
enough  to  grasp  the  social,  economic,  and  political 
aspects  of  life  as  it  is." 

We  warmly  agree  with  these  views.  It  is 
therefore  necessary  for  women  to  control  their 
own  associations  and  governing  body,  and  it 
is  particularly  vain  and  mean  of  doctors  and  the 
laity  to  grasp  power  over  such  associations,  and 
degrade  its  members  merely  to  "  serving  sisters  " 
who  contrary  to  conviction  must  obey  or  resist 
despotism.  Our  General  Nursing  Council  is  at 
present  an  example  both  in  body  and  spirit  of 
serf  control,  and  those  who  resist  its  evil  influence, 
are  maligned  and  hounded. 


COMING    EVENTS. 

June  gth. — Meeting  Matrons'  Council,  Royal 
British  Nurses'  Association  Club,  194,  Queen's 
Gate,  S.W.  Miss  H.  L.  Pearse  and  Miss  J.  C. 
Child  will  speak  on  the  International  Council  of 
Nurses'  Meeting  at  Copenhagen.  3  p.m. 
•  June  10th. — Meeting  Registered  Nurses'  Parlia- 
mentary Council.  431,  Oxford  Street,  London,  W. 
4  p.m. 

June  16th. — Monthly  Meeting.  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales.  Ministry  of 
Health,  Whitehall,  S.W.     2.30  p.m. 

June  22. — Monthly  Meeting.  Central  Midwives' 
Board,     i.  Queen  Anne's  Gate  Buildings,  S.W. 

June  ^oth. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association. 
Annual  Meeting.  Her  Royal  Highness,  Princess 
Christian,  the  President,  wiU  preside.  194,  Queen's 
Gate,  S.W.     5.30  p.m. 

July  8th. — General  Meeting  League  of  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital  Nurses,  Clinical  Theatre. 
Social  Gathering,  Great  Hall,  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  E.C.     3  p.m. 
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BOOK  OF  THE  WEEK. 


"A     WIND     FROM    THE    WILDERNESS."* 

This  story  of  the  tragedy  mingled  with  romance 
of  a  mission-station  in  Northern  China,  the 
incidents  of  which  took  place  during  and  in  conse- 
quence of  a  native  rising,  is  both  original  and 
deeply  interesting. 

The  happenings  of  that  stirring  and  tragic  tinie 
are  recorded  by  four  different  persons,  Dr.  Rosalie 
Grahame,  of  Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore, 
aged  twenty-five,  talented  and  charming  ;  Martin 
Conant,  also  young  and  handsome,  at  that  time 
more  or  less  of  a  pacifist,  who  came  out  to  China 
to  investigate  missionary  life  ("  young  fool  !  what 
I  wanted  was  to  feel  myself  of  some  importance  "). 
Silas  Chapman  and  his  foolish,  selfish,  pretty  little 
wife  who  arrived  at  the  station  as  they  fled  from 
the  uprising.  These  persons  of  widely  differing 
temperament  present  the  picture  of  those  troublous 
times  from  their  own  angle  and  very  absorbing 
reading  it  makes. 

Dr.  Rosalie  gives  a  vivid  description  of  the 
various  persons  comprising  the  mission,  which  she 
describes  as  a  one-horse  affair,  by  which  she  intends 
to  convey  that  it  was  a  very  narrow  sect. 

Rosalie,  of  course,  was  there  on  her  own  job, 
which  was  to  alleviate  as  far  as  possible  the  diseases 
peculiar  to  the  nation.  She  is  a  delightful  racontante 
with  a  great  sense  of  humour  and  we  feel  sure  our 
readers  who  are  dog-lovers  will  appreciate  "  Mac- 
Tavish,"  the  Japanese  pug,  "  the  dearest,  prettiest 
little  man  "  ;  Chung,  the  imperturbable,  capable 
Chinese  servant,  is  a  masterly  piece  of  drawing. 

Rosalie's  medical  training  has  only  accentuated 
her  sympathetic  heart,  and  her  horror  of  the  torture 
of  ingrowing  eyelashes  and  bound  feet  wring  from 
her  forcible  expressions  quite  unsuited  to  a 
missionary  station. 

"  My  dear,"  said  a  voice,  softly  remonstrant, 
beside  me,  and  I  looked,  round  to  see  MacTavish 
standing  on  his  hind  legs  to  greet  the  minister's 
wife. 

I  pointed  to  the  crippled  foot.  "  Isn't  it 
enough  to  make  anybody  say  '  damn  '  ?  " 

"  Come,  my  dear,"  she  went  on  in  her  gentle 
voice.     "  Come  to  noonday  prayers." 

I  patted  her  withered  cheek  gently.  "  I'll  come 
then."   I'd  have  done  anything  I  could  for  her. 

We  get  a  delightful  picture  of  Rosalie,  drawn 
by  Martin  Conant,  who  assures  us  he  is  not  the 
least  in  love  with  her.  It  makes  him  smile  when 
she  says  she  has  no  faith  at  all.  "  Her  greatest 
charm  is  her  radiant  smile,  which  lights  up  her 
whole  face.  When  I  found  what  a  wealth  of  love 
she  bestows  on  her  little  dog,  I  knew  she  must  be 
very  lonely.  She  evidently  got  some  comfort  out 
of  kissing  the  top  of  his  lucky  little  head. 

"  Twice  engaged,  and  each  time  the  man  failed 
her,  and  she  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  women 
I  ever  met." 

Chung  is  described  by  Rosalie  as  looking  as 
if  he  had  stepped  out  of  a  comic  opera. 

*  By  Mary  Gaunt.      (T.  Werner  Laurie,  Ltd.) 


He  had  accompanied  the  Chapmans  on  their 
flight,  but  was  not  on  that  account  disturbed 
from  his  sincerity. 

They  were  a  curious  trio  these  refugees,  the  hard 
practical  man,  his  insincere  little  wife  and  the 
placid  Chung. 

"  Chung,"  said  his  mistress,  exhausted  from  the 
hardships  of  her  flight,  "  wanchee  shoe." 

"  By  em  by,"  said  Chung,  serenely,  "  in  bottom 
side  littee,"  and  by  way  of  showing  how  truly 
amicable  he  was,  he  stooped  and  picked  one  of 
MacTavish  white  hairs  from  my  dress. 
"  Never  mind  the  dog's  hairs,"  I  said. 
"  Fezzers,"  he  said,  with  a  little  flicker  of  his 
fan.  "  Missee  have  hairs,  dogs  and  cats  has 
fezzers." 

"  Oh  never  mind,"  said  his  mistress,  impatiently, 
"  wanchee  shoe,  wanchee  brush,  wanchee  clean 
dress." 

"  Bottomside  mule  littee,"  said  Chung  indiffer- 
ently. 

It  was  from  Chung  that  the  mission  first  heard 
of  the  massacre  of  one  of  their  members. 

"  Mr.  Maitland  friend  of  yours  ?  "  he  asked, 
casually. 

"  Sure,"  said  the  minister  ;  "  but  how  does 
Henry  Maitland  butt  in  ?  " 

"  Oh,  he  no  butt  in,"  said  Chung,  throwing 
back  his  head  and  swinging  his  long  pig-tail  from 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  while  he  fanned  himself 
delicately.     "  He   dead." 

"  I've  heard  bluffs  like  that  before,"    said  the 
minister,  putting  his  hand  on  Chung's  shoulder. 
"  Damn    sure    thing,"      asserted    Chung    with 
conviction. 

It  was  then  that  the  horror  of  their  position  was 
made  clear  to  the  mission  members  and  the 
heroism  of  these  apparently  narrow-minded  and 
joyless  people  is  revealed  in  their  various  ways. 

But  it  was  during  their  long  wandering  that  the 
really  exciting  incidents  took  place.  The  party 
was  soon  reduced  by  death  and  other  causes,  till 
it  consisted  only  of  Dr.  Rosalie,  Martin  Conant, 
Stella  Chapman,  and,  of  course,  MacTavish. 
A  heart-rending  scene  takes  place  when  MacTavish 
is  left  behind  as  a-  hostage. 

It  is  Martin  Conant  who  records  it. 
"  The  little  thing  looked  up  into  his  mistress's 
face  as  if  asking  if  she  would  really  give  him  up. 
He  hates  and  fears  the  Chinese. 

"  My  little  dog  !  My  little  dog  !"  She  turned, 
holding  him  so  loosely  that  the  man  might  take 
him  if  he  wanted  to. 

He  made  a  snatch  and  the  little  chap  growled, 
so  she  put  him  into  his  arms  and  said  in  Chinese, 
with  a  quiver  in  her  pretty  voice,  "  Kindness 
should  be  practised,  and  he  will  reward  with  great 
love." 

As  may  be  supposed,  two  such  charming  people 
as  Rosalie  and  Martin  did  not  share  such  perils  and 
hardships  together  without  the  inevitable  coming 
about.  But  poor  Rosalie,  for  the  third  time, 
misses  the  fulfilment  of  her  dreams.  We  are  glad 
to  say  that  Martin's  pacifist  ideas  were  short- 
lived when  the  call  came.  H.  H. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

'•PLAYING    THE    GAME." 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam, — ^When  I  read  of  what  happened 
at  the  meeting  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  on 
May  19th  my  feelings  were  a  compound  of  indig- 
nation and  sorrow.  I  can  see  nothing  in  your 
Resolution  to  justify  the  opposition  of  the  majority, 
because  it  is  a  proof  that  the  new  Rule  passed  in 
February  is  against  the  best  interests  of  the  Nurses, 
and  that  should  be  the  chief  concern  of  the  members 
of  the  G.N.C.  However,  honest  opposition  is  one 
thing,  but  when  it  takes  the  form  of  covert,  and 
also  direct  personal  attack,  it  is  quite  another — and 
very  contemptible — ^thing. 

By-laws  govern,  not  only  the  procedure,  but 
also  the  personal  conduct  of  the  members  of  the 
Statutory  CouncU  to  which  I  belong,  but,  as  far 
as  I  can  see,  the  G.N.C.  seems  to  be  without  law, 
or  perhaps  above  it !  Personal  and  private 
feelings  of  a  self-interested  character  appear  to 
dominate  the  proceedings,  and  apparently  the 
Chairman  is  content  to  have  it  so.  What  is  best 
for  the  working  nurses — who  are  watching  to  see 
how  their  interests  are  guarded — seems  to  be  a 
matter  of  very  small  importance  to  all  but  the 
minority  of  six.  And  what  about  posterity  ?  It 
seems  to  me  there  will  be  nothing  built  for  them, 
they  will  have  to  begin  all  over  again.  Perhaps 
the  world  wiU  be  more  enlightened  and  less  selfish 
by  that  time.  That  Sir  Jenner  Verrall  should  so 
wilfully  misconstrue  your  meaning  and  say  things 
so  untrue  and  cruel  of  you  is  amazing.  He  knows, 
as  well  as  a  great  many  others  know,  that  your  sole 
purpose  in  going  on  to  the  Council,  after  your  long 
years  of  hard  and  disinterested  work  for  the 
Nursing  Profession,  is  to  "  play  the  game  "  for  the 
Nurses.  I  would  like  to  ask  him,  and  those  who 
support  him  in  his  "savage  attack,"  a  question 
or  two  through  the  medium  of  this  Journal,  which 
always  speaks  the  truth  : — 

(i)  Is  it  "  playing  the  game  "  for  grown-up 
persons,  members  of  a  Statutory  Council,  to 
behave  like  petulant  children,  strike  work  for 
many  weeks,  and  by  their  conduct  allow  ;^500  of 
the  Nurses'  money  to  be  practically  wasted,  just 
because  they  don't  like  opposition  ? 

(2)  Is  it  "  playing  the  game  "  to  frame  a  new 
rule  for  the  most  obvious  and  transparent  purpose 
of  removing  a  fellow-member  from  a  Committee, 
because  she  is  courageous  enough  to  oppose  what 
is  wrong  ? 

Yes,  it  is  not  indignation  only,  but  sorrow  that 
I  feel  over  this.  This  journal  goes  all  over  the 
world ;  I  feel  ashamed  to  think  of  what  our 
fellow  Nurses  in  other  countries  will  be  thinking 
of  us  and  all  this  pettiness.  I  know  what  our 
sisters  in  America  think. 


I  dare  not  encroach  too  much  upon  the  limited 
space  of  this  Journal,  but  I  could  say  much. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  thank  you — as  many  others 
will  do — ^for  your  fearless  and  consistent  stand  for 
principle. 

Beatrice  Kent. 
Member  of  St.  Pancras  Borough  Council. 

KERNELS   FROM    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Facing  the  Music. 

Clara  Lee,  Registered  Nurse,  Letchworth. — "  Much 
sympathy  for  all  the  trials  you  continue  to  face." 

[It  would  be  much  worse  if  we  did  not  face 
them. — Ed.] 

Mollie  Delane,  Dublin. — "  You  English  nurses 
must  be  a  poor  lot  to  have  a  medical  man  in 
charge  of  your  Uniform  Committee.  Doesn't 
seem  quite  decent  to  us  Irish  Biddies." 

[It  isn't.— Ed.] 

History  Repeats  Itself. 

A  Matron  writes  : — "  I  have  recently  read 
Lord  Wellesley's  statement  on  his  resigning  the 
Seals  during  the  Perceval  Administration  in  1812. 
It  appears  very  apposite  to  the  refusal  of  members 
of  the  Minority  on  the  G.N.C.  to  serve  on  the 
Registration  Committee  under  the  new  Rules. 
'  No  hope,'  wrote  Lord  Wellesley  (the  Minority) 
'  existed  of  converting  Mr.  Perceval  (the  Majority) 
or  any  of  his  colleagues. '  No  alternative,  therefore, 
remained  for  Lord  Wellesley  but  to  resign,  or  to  be 
the  Instrument  of  a  System,  which  he  never 
advised,  and  which  he  could  not  approve.  Lord 
Wellesley  had  repeatedly,  with  great  reluctance, 
yielded  his  opinions  to  the  Cabinet  on  many 
other  important  points.  He  was  sincerely  con- 
vinced by  experience  that,  in  every  such  instance, 
he  had  submitted  to  opinions  more  incorrect  than 
his  own,  and  had  sacrificed  to  the  object  of  accom- 
modation and  temporary  harmony  more  than  he 
could  justify  in  point  of  strict  Public  Duty.  In 
fact,  he  was  convinced  by  experience  that  the 
Cabinet  neither  possessed  ability  nor  knowledge 
to  devise  a  good  plan  ;  nor  temper  and  discernment 
to  adopt  what  he  now  thought  necessary  unless 
Mr.  Perceval  should  concur  with  Lord  Wellesley. 
To  Mr.  Perceval's  judgment,  or  attainments.  Lord 
Wellesley  (under  the  same  experience)  could  not 
pay  any  deference  without  injury  to  the  Public 
Service." 

[No  person  with  a  sense  of  personal  and  pro- 
fessional responsibility,  or  "  Public  Duty,"  could 
accept  office  under  Rule  9  a. — Ed,] 


OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

June  lyth. — Mention  some  of  the  more  common 
skin  affections,  their  causes,  and  the  treatment  you 
have  seen  applied. 

June  2^th. — How  would  you  feed  a  nervous 
patient  whose  diet  is  left  to  your  discretion  ?  Give 
a  model  dietary  for  a  day. 
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The  Midwife. 


CENTRAL   MIDWIVES   BOARD. 


>y- 


MONTHLY  MEETING. 

The  monthly  meeting~ofj[the  Central  Midwives 
Board  was  held  in  the  Board  Room,  at  i.  Queen 
Anne's  Gate  Buildings,  Westminster,  S.W.,  on 
Wednesday,  May  31st,  Sir  Francis  Champneys, 
Bart.,  F.R.C.P.,  presiding. 

Report  of  Standing  Committee. 

Letters  were  considered  from  the  Manager  of 
Nestle  &  Anglo-Swiss  Condensed  Milk  Co.  with 
reference  to  the  resolution  as  to  the  scheme  of 
advertising  through  the  medium  of  midwives 
adopted  by  the  Company,  which  was  passed  by 
the  Board  at  its  last  meeting.  It  was  agreed 
that  the  Manager  of  Nestle  &  Anglo-Swiss  Milk 
Co.  be  thanked  for  his  letters,  and  that  he  be 
informed  that  the  Board  does  not  see  its  way  to 
vary  its  decision  at  which  it  arrived  at  its  last 
meeting. 

A  letter  was  considered  from  the  Town  Clerk 
of  the  Royal  Borough  of  Kensington  inquiring 
as  to  whether  the  time  had  not  arrived  when,  in 
view  of  the  prevalence  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum, 
the  Board  might  issue  a  direction  to  midwives  in 
regard  to  the  routine  application  of  a  suitable 
silver  preparation  to  the  eyes  of  all  newly  born 
infants.  It  was  agreed  that  the  Town  Clerk  of 
the  Royal  Borough  of  Kensington  be  informed 
that  the  matter  which  he  mentions  will  be  carefully 
considered. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Honorary 
Secretary  of  the  Association  of  Inspectors  of 
Midwives  stating  that  tfie  following  Resolutions 
were  passed  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation : — 

(i)  That  the  Central  Midwives  Board  be  approached 
with  a  view  to  its  considering  Rule  E  12  at  an  early 
date. 

A  Deputation  from  this  Association  will  be  pleased 
to  wait  upon  the  Board  if  considered  desirable. 

(2)  That  in  future  in  penal  cases  no  charge  shall 
be  sent  to  the  midwife  until  the  Statutory  Declaration 
signed  by  the  Inspector  has  been  received  by  the 
Central  Midwives  Board. 

{Note. — With  regard  to  Resolution  (i)  it  is  stated 
that  the  majority  of  Inspectors  think  that  the  mid- 
wives  should,  whenever  possible,  personally  attend  to 
the  daily  swabbing  of  the  mother  and  the  baby.) 

It  was  recommended — 

(a)  That  with  regard  to  Resolution  (i)  the 
Board  is  of  opinion  that  Rule  E  12  should  not  be 
altered  in  the  manner  which  it  is  understood  is 
suggested,  and  further  is  of  opinion  that  no 
useful  purpose  would  be  served  by  the  attendance 
of  a  Deputation  from  the  Association. 

{b)  That  a  Deputation  be  asked  to  meet  the 
Secretary  and  the  Solicitor  on  the  matter. 


A  letter  was  read  from"|Dr.  Macrory  enclosing 
the  following  Resolution  passed  by  a  Meeting  of 
Inspectors  of  Midwives  and  Teachers  of  practical 
midwifery  held  on  the  4th  April,  1922,  at  the 
Midwives  Institute : — 

(i)  That  the  period  of  training  of  pupil  midwives 
should  be  lengthened. 

(2)  That  midwives  approved  by  the  Central  Mid- 
wives  Board  to  teach  practical  midwifery  should 
possess  definite  qualifications  besides  that  of  holding 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  Certificate. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  matter  be  considered  at 
the  next  revision  of  the  Rules. 

Applications. 

For  Approval  as  Teacher. — ^Tfie  following  appli- 
cations were  granted  : — Midwife  Constance  Dinah 
Thomas  (No.  50589),  Midwife  Agnes  Taylor  (No. 
22520),  Midwife  Margaret  Dorothea  Borrow  (No. 
48267). 

Certificates  Tampered  With. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  two  certificates  of 
birth  or  baptism  had  been  tampered  with  by 
candidates  for  examination.  It  was  decided,  in 
the  one  case,  not  to  admit  the  candidate  to  any 
examination  prior  to  that  of  December,  1922,  and 
that  she  be  required  to  furnish  fresh  certificates  of 
moral  character  ;  and  in  the  other,  that  she  be  not 
admitted  to  any  examination  prior  to  that  of 
August,   1923. 

Reduced  Period  of  Training. 

Two  applicants  were  granted  permission  to  be 
admitted  to  examination  on  a  reduced  period  of 
training,  one  on  the  ground  that  she  held  a  certifi- 
cate of  the  General  Nursing  Council,  and  had  had 
three  years'  general  training  at  the  King  Edward 
VII  Hospital,  Windsor,  and  the  other  on  the 
ground  of  three  years'  training  at  the  Royal 
Liverpool  Children's  Hospital. 

Reciprocal  Certification. 

Midwife  A.  M.  J.  Lynch  was  admitted  to  the 
Roll  having  been  trained  at  the  Incorporated 
Belfast  Maternity  Hospital  (being  equivalent  to 
the  standard  adopted  by  the  Board,  and  accepted 
by  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Ireland). 

The  Secretary  reported  that  in  conformity  with 
the  Board's  Resolutions  of  July  25th,  1918,  and 
October  14th,  1920,  he  had  placed  the  names  of 
five  midwives  on  the  Roll  who  held  a  certificate  of 
having  passed  the  examination  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  for  Scotland  or  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  for  Ireland. 

Removal  from  the  Roll. 

Nine  midwives  were  removed  from  the  Roll  at 
their  own  request. 
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EDITORIAL, 

THE   LONDON   HOSPITALS  APPEAL. 

His  Majesty  the  King  has  sent  the  following 
autograph  messag-e  to  the  Organising  Com- 
mittee of  the  Combined  London  Hospitals 
Apj>eal,  of  which  Mr.  E.  S.  Shrapnell  Smith  is 
Director-General  : — 

"  Buckingham  Palace. 

' '  I  am  following  with  the  closest  interest  the 
progress  made  by  King  Edward's  Hospital 
Fund  in  organising  this  combined,  appeal  on 
behalf  of  the  voluntary  hospitals  of  London, 
and  I  congratulate  the  Organising  Committee 
on  the  results  already  achieved. 

"  My  family  have  been  intimately  associated 
with  the  fund  from  its  inception ;  and  I  know 
that  my  son,  the  President,  would  have  taken 
an  active  personal  part  in  this  great  effort  had 
circumstances  so  permitted. 

"  His  happiness  in  returning  home  will  be 
increased  by  the  knowledge  that  the  people  of 
London  have  generously  resolved  to  save  their 
hospitals.  It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  the 
closing  of  any  of  them,  for  in  character  and 
organisation  our  hospitals  are  unique  among 
•the  charitable  institutions  of  the  world. 

"  George,  R.L 

"  June  1 2th,   1922." 

We  are  sure  that  the  personal  interest  taken 
by  the  King  in  this  united  effort  in  support  of 
the  London  hospitals  has  been  a  great  factor 
in  the  satisfactory  results  obtained. 

The  hospitals  have  done,  and  are  doing, 
splendid  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  sick  poor ; 
but  this  is  not  their  only  function.  Their  wards 
are  the  training  ground  in  which  medical 
practitioners  and  nurses  are  educated  for  their 
extremely  responsible  duties  in  connection  with 
the  health  of  the  Nation,  both  as  to  the  pre^ 
vention  and  the  treatment  of  disease. 

If  it  is  decided  that  the  hospitals  shall  con- 
tinue upon   a  voluntary   basis,    this  aspect  of 


their  functions  should  be  very  carefully  con- 
sidered, for  it  is  of  supreme  importance  that  it 
should  be  as  efficient  as  possible,  and  we  are 
of  opinion  that  the  educational  possibilities  of 
the  hospitals,  and  the  best  methods  of  utilising, 
controlling,  and  financing  them,  should  be  made 
the  subject  of  special  investigation  and  report. 

In  regard  to  nursing  education,  though  we 
are  ju&tlly  proud  of  the  standard  of  practical 
proficiency  attained  by  the  nurses  in  our 
great  training  schools,  we  unhesitatingly  say 
that  it  could  be  still  more  efficient  if  its  de- 
velopment were  not  hampered  by  financial  con- 
siderations. Efficient  education  is  always 
costly,  and  hospital  committees  have  no  special' 
funds  to  draw  upon  for  this  purpose. 

Probationers,  during  their  three  yearsi'  train- 
ing are  not — like  the  embryo  members  of  the 
medical  profession — in  the  hospitals  solely  as 
students,  with  their  work  and  training  directed 
to  that  one  end. 

Nor  are  members  of  the  hospital  committees 
selected  with  a  view  to  their  interest  in  educa- 
tion, but  because  they  are  administrators  and 
financiers ;  and  were  it  not  that  the  nursing  of 
a  hospital  can  be  most  efficiently  and  economic- 
ally carried  on  by  means  of  a  nurse-training 
school,  the  education  of  nurses  would  not  come 
under  their  consideration  at  all. 

The  time  therefore  appears  opportune  for 
defining  the  place  of  nurse-training  in  relation 
to  the  community,  as  well  as  to  particular 
institutions,  and  for  suggestions  as  to  how 
nursing  education  can  be  financed  or  subsidised. 
There  should  be  funds  available  beyond  those 
contributed  by  the  public  for  the  care  of  the 
sick,  if  the  education  of  the  nurse  is  to  be  as 
comprehensive  as  it  ought  to  be. 

Nothing  would  give  the  Nursing  Profession 
greater  satisfaction  and  pleasure  than  that  His 
Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  should 
associate  himself  with  these  reforms. 


378 


JLbc  JBrittab  3ournal  of  fRuratng. 


June  17,  1922 


OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


MENTION  SOME  OF  THE  MORE  COMMON  SKIN  AFFEC- 
TIONS, THEIR    CAUSES,   AND    THE    TREATMENT    YOU 
HAVE    SEEN    APPLIED. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  Theodora  Harris,  Town  Hall 
Chambers,  Hastings. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

The  more  common  skin  affections  met  with 
in  ordinary  practice  are  as  follows : — 

1.  Scahies^  commonly  known  as  the  "  itch," 
causing  great  irritation,  consequent  scratch- 
ing, and  frequently  sores  due  to  the  latter. 
This  disease  is  caused  by  a  parasite  which 
burrows  under  the  skin ;  it  is  contagious  from 
person  to  person,  and  by  garments  and  bed- 
ding that  have  been  in  contact  with  the  patient. 
Treatment  :  Hot  bath,  with  soft  soap,  scrub- 
bing with  a  rough  loofah  or  nailbrush  to  re- 
move the  top  layer  of  skin  and  expose  the 
parasite,  followed  by  application  of  sulphur 
ointment.  This  ointment  will  kill  the  parasite 
provided  it  be  brought  into  direct  contact  with 
it,  but  it  is  uselessi  without  the  hot  bath  and 
scrubbing.  Clean  garments  must  be  put  on, 
and  all  clothing  and  bedding  disinfected. 
Unless  the  last  is  accomplished,  the  patient 
will  become  re-infected.  This  treatment  should 
cure  if  satisfactorily  performed,  but  in  obsti- 
nate cases  may  be  repeated  twice,  after  which 
three  days  must  elapse  before  another  treat- 
ment, or  dermatitis  may  result. 

2.  Impetigo  is  very  common,  especially  in 
children  of  the  poorer  classes.  It  may  be 
caused  by  direct  contact  with  another  child 
suffering  from  it,  by  cuts  and  scratches  that 
have  not  been  kept  clean,  or  by  the  bites  and 
irritation  of  head  lice.  Herpes,  if  not  kept 
clean,  may  develop  into  impetigo.  Treatment  : 
Absolute  cleanliness,  careful  bathing  with  clean 
material  that  can  be  burnt,  to  remove  the 
crusts,  and  the  applicatiom  of  a  weak  mer- 
curial ointment,  often  combined  with  zinc. 
For  patients  who  can  be  relied  on  to  be  careful 
and  cleanly  boracic  powder  dusted  on  will 
often  prove  efficacious,  but  for  the  average 
elementary  school  child  the  antiseptic  oint- 
ment will  answer  the  purpose  best.  An 
aperient  should  also'  be  taken,  and  if  the 
patient  be  a  child,  great  care  must  be  observed 
that  he  is  not  allowed  to  pick  at  it. 

3.  Sehorrhoea,  both  of  the  head  and  body, 
is  also  very  common,  and,  in  a  great  many 
cases,  is  left  unnoticed  and  untreated  until  well 
established,  when  the  condition  can  be  ex- 
tremely obstinate.     The  cause  is  a  dry  condi- 


tion of  the  skin,  chiefly  the  scalp,  and  fre- 
quently results  in  falling  hair  and  premature 
baldness  and  greyness.  It  may  also  be  the 
cause  of  rosacea,  dermatitis,  so-called 
"  eczema,"  and  the  basis  of  psoriasis.  Treat- 
ment can  be  successfully  carried  out  by  the 
application  of  sulphur  and  salicylic  ointment 
toi  the  scalp,  beginning  with  i  per  cent,  and 
increasing  to  3  per  cent.  The  body  seborrhoea 
will  often  disappear  by  itself  when  the  scalp 
clears,  and  rosacea  and  "  eczema "  of  the 
face  have  cleared  like  magic  under  this  treat- 
ment ;  but  it  must  be  persevered  in  for  months, 
possibly. 

Where  the  body  seborrhoea  is  very  pro- 
nounced, sulphur  and  salicylic  may  be  applied. 
This  treatment  will  often  produce  excellent 
results  with  psoriasis,  but  in  some  cases  of  the 
latter,  lead  and'  tar  lotion  may  be  substituted. 

4.  Ringworm  is  extremely  common  in  child- 
hood, but  dies  out  spontaneously  at  about  14. 
The  two  kinds  usually  met  are  the  large-spored 
body  ringworm,  and  the  small-spored  ring- 
worm of  the  scalp.  Both  are  due  to  a  vege- 
table fungus,  and  both  are  contracted  through 
direct  contact,  either  with  the  patient  or  by 
towels,  headgear,  &c.  The  greatest  care 
should  be  taken  that  a  child  suffering  from 
ringworm  should  use  only  his  own  hat,  towel, 
brush,  &c.  The  body  ringworm  is  easy  of  cure 
by  tincture  of  iodine — three  applications,  at 
intervals  of  two  days,  are  generally  successful 
— but  for  ringworm  of  the  head  the  only  really 
efficacious  thing  is  X-ray  treatment.  Treat- 
ment by  local  applications  may  go  on  twelve 
months  and  more,  and  then  be  unsuccessful. 

For  all  skin  troubles  absolute  cleanliness  is 
essential,  and  in  many  cases  an  improvement 
m  the  patient's  general  health  will  predispose 
him  to  benefit  by  the  local  treatment. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION. 

The  following  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — ^Miss  B.  James,  Miss  M. 
Hutton,  Miss  P.  Thomson,  Miss  T.  Robinson. 

Eczema  is  a  disease  mentioned  by  Miss 
Thomson.  It  is  usually  associatedi  with  some 
constitutional  condition,  and  may  be  here- 
ditary. Miss  T.  Robinson  mentions  boils  and 
carbuncles  as  a  form  of  skin  disease.  If  there 
are  recurrent  crops  they  may  be  associated 
with  diabetes  mellitus,  and  the  urine  should 
be  examined  for  sugar.  They  are  also  asso- 
ciated with  debility. 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

How  would  you  feed  a  nervous  patient 
whose  diet  is  left  to  your  discretion?  Give  a 
model  dietary  for  a  day. 
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REPORT  ON   LECTURE   GIVEN  AT 

PLYMOUTH  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

CONGRESS,  1922. 

"THE    PROBLEM    OF    THE    SYPHILITIC 
CHILD." 

By  Dr.  G.  D.  Kettlewell, 
M.O.   of  the  Plymouth   V.D.   Centre. 

Among  all  the  problems  with  which  the 
Public  Health  worker  is  faced  there  is  none 
more  urgent  than  that  of  the  Syphilitic  child; 
and  the  above  lecture  should  be  of  the  greatest 
possible  help  to  Nurses,  Midwives,  Health 
Visitors  and  School  Teachers,  in  drawing 
Iheir  attention  to  the  "  outward  and  visible 
signs"  of  such  conditions,  in  order  that  the 
child  may  (if  possible)  be  thoroughly  examined, 
and  got  under  early  treatment,  before  the  more 
serious  consequences  have  developed. 

The  heritage  of  Syphilis  may  be  due  to  both 
parents  or  to  the  father  or  the  mother;  and 
ante-natal  treatment  carried  out  efficiently  and 
continuously  to  the  Mother  during  pregnancy 
would  be  the  best  means  of  preventing  the 
child  suffering  from  the  disease.  Unfortu- 
nately, until  there  is  closer  co-operation 
between  the  "  Infant  and  Child  Welfare 
Centres  "  and  the  '*  Venereal  Disease  Clinics  " 
many  of  these  expectant  mothers  escape  treat- 
ment, and  so  the  supply  of  hereditary  Syphi- 
litics  continues. 

Dr.  Kettlewell  divides  the  cases  roughly 
into  two  classes  : — 

1.  Active  Syphilis. — Those  children  born 
with  active  Syphilis  or  who  develop  it  very 
shortly  after  birth ;  and  those  of 

2.  Latent  Syphilis. — Born  "  apparently  " 
healthy,  but  who  develop  it  within  8,  10,  20, 
or  even  30  years. 

For  the  first  class,  if  the  child  lives  at  all, 
he  "  advocates  "  treatment  of  the  child  direct, 
but  it  is  chiefly  for  the  children  in  the  second 
class  that  he  wishes  to  enlist  the  special  help 
of  Nurses  and  Health  Workers  in  the  detec- 
tion of  the  cases  early  in  life,  as  he  is  con- 
fident that  by  a  two-years'  course  of  treatment 
the  development  of  the  disease  later  may  be 
avoided. 

The  following  hints  were  given  to  aid  in  the 
recognition  of  such  cases  : — 

1.  General  appearance  and  colour  of  such: 
is  a  small  puny  child,  short,  badly  developed, 
anaemic  and  greyish  palour. 

2.  Lifeless,  apathetic,  and  slow,  slow  in 
learning  to  walk,  talk,  and  teething;  Mother 
generally  says  "  child  has  always  been  delicate 
and  consumptive." 

3.  Shape    of    head  :    "  bombed    forehead," 


often  a  depression  of  the  bones  of  skuU  can  be 
felt  running  across  the  head  or  lengthways ; 
occasionally  what  is  termed  a  keel-shaped 
head,  with  a  definite  sort  of  ridge  on  it,  is 
seen,  the  nose  is  snub,  with  no  bridge  to  it. 
The  forehead  is  often  deeply  wrinkled,  due 
probably  to  chronic  and  persistent  headache, 
to  which  the  child  is  so  used  to  that  he  hardly 
complains  of  it. 

4.  The  shin  bones  or  tibia  are  of  pveculiar 
formation,  called  by  the  French  sabre  tibia ; 
they  appear  bowed  forward,  but  on  running 
the  fingers  down  it  is  found  the  bone  is 
thickened  outwards  in  layers  rather  than 
bowed. 

5.  Eye  changes  :  often  a  scar  or  opalescence 
on  the  Cornea,  which  causes  the  child  to  squint 
round  it ;  much  can  be  done  for  this  by  treat- 
ment. 

6.  Deafness  :  no  change  in  ear  can  be  per- 
ceived,  but  it  is  a  hopeless  condition. 

7.  *'  Hutchinson's  teeth,"  with  fretted  edges, 
which  break,  and  so  form  the  well-known 
semi-lunar  curve.  High  arched  roof  to  mouth, 
often  with  perforation. 

8.  The  mentality  of  the  child  is  peculiar ;  it 
is  described  as  "  odd,"  with  odd  likes  and  dis- 
likes :  tractable  with  a  person  he  likes,  but  a 
"  perfect  little  devil  "  with  most  people,  yet 
capable  of  doglike  devotion  to  an  individual. 
Frequently  bright  and  quick  up  to  a  certain 
stage,  then  suddenly  fails,  and  will  not  or  can- 
not learn.  Often  dirty  in  personal  habits,  and 
with  poorly  developed  sexual  organs. 

The  family  history  plays  an  important  part 
in  the  detection  of  these  cases,  and  the  mother 
often  gives  a  history  of  miscarriages  and  abor- 
tions, or  early  deaths  among  her  children ;  she 
may  also  give  history  of  "  consumption  "  or 
"  lunacy  "  in  the  father. 

Dr.  Kettlewell  spoke  of  the  cost  to  the 
nation  of  these  unhappy  children.  Putting 
them  at  i  per  cent,  only,  there  are  50,000  out 
of  the  5  million  elementary  school  children, 
and  if  allowed  to  go  untreated  and  develop 
disease,  the  cost  of  educating  at  ;^5o  per 
annum  each  child  in  special  schools,  works  out 
at  2\  million  per  annum.  He  stated  that  he 
judged  the  percentage  as  more  like  5  per  cent., 
as,  in  three  schools  he  had  visited,  by  using 
superficial  tests  only  he  had  detected  : — 

I  school    ...         ...     16  per  cent. 

I   school    ...  ...      15  per  cent. 

I  school    ...         ...       8  per  cent. 

The  only  remedy  in  his  opinion  is  closer 
co-operation  between  the  Infant  and  Child 
Welfare,  the  School  Medical  Authorities,  and 
the  V.D.    Clinics,   so  that  the   V.D.    Officers 
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should,  if  required,  be  able  to  see  the  children 
at  the  School  Clinics  and  the  Welfare  Centres, 
and  the  treatment  be  administered  there, 
sooner  than  have  the  children  to  the  V.D. 
Clinic,  unless  under  special  conditions. 

A  resolution  was  proposed  and  carried  unani- 
mously urging-  on  the  Ministry  of  Health  the 
great  need  of  linking  up  all  the  Infant  Wel- 
fares, School,  Orthopaedic,  and  V.D.  Clinics. 

E.  M.  Cancellor. 

nursing"  echoes. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Overseas  Nurs- 
ing Association  will  take  place  on  Wednesday, 
June  2ist,  at  3.30,  at  Kent  House,  Knights- 
bridge,  S.W.7,  by  kind  permission  of  Mrs. 
Saxton  Noble. 

H.R.H.  Princess  Beatrice,  the  Patroness  of 
the  Association,  will  honour  the  Meeting  by 
being  present. 

There  have  been  quite  a  number  of  calls  at 
the  International  Office,  431,  Oxford  Street, 
W. ,  during  last  week.  First  came  Miss  Mary 
Staines  Foy,  R.N.,  Principal  of  the  School  of 
Nursing,  Battle  Creek  Sanatorium  and  Hos- 
pital, Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  U.S.A.  Miss  Foy 
has  been  spending  two  months  touring  around, 
and  is  gathering  up  all  the  information  pos- 
sible of  nursing  and  hospital  progress  in  this 
country  and  the  Continent  before  returning  to 
the  magnificent  institution  over  the  nursing  of 
which  she  presides.  .She  was  naturally  keen  to 
see  St.  Thomas's  Hospital — the  cradle  of 
Nightingale  Nursing. 


Then  Miss  Jean  Gunn,  Lady  Superintendent 
of  the  Toronto  General  Hospital,  has  done  us 
the  good  turn  of  introducing  Miss  E,  Kathleen 
Russell,  Director  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Health  Nursing  in  the  University  of  Toronto, 
who  intends  to  spend  the  summer  in  observing 
work  along  these  lines  in  Great  Britain. 


Mrs.  Nery,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Carlos  Nery,  of 
Montevideo,  Uruguay,  who  has  taken  so  sym- 
pathetic a  part  in  helping  nurses  to  form  a 
National  Association  of  Nurses,  is  a  charming 
lady,  very  anxious  to  learn  all  the  latest  news 
about  the  International  Council,  with  which 
our  colleagues  in  Uruguay  are  most  anxious 
to  be  affiliated.  She  showed  us  a  very  tasteful 
Badge,  made  for  the  Association  •  by  Water- 
low  &  Sons,  Ltd. — a  white  cross  on  a  pale  blue 
enamelled  ground,  with  the  letters  A.N.N,  in 
a  goild  circle ;  on  the  reverse  side,  which  is 
silver,  a  laurel  wreath  surroundis,  witW  room 
for  the  name  of  the  recipient  to  be  inscribed 
in  the  centre. 


Both  Miss  Russell  and  Mrs.  Nery  attended 
as  honoured  guests  the  Meeting  of  the 
Matrons'  Council  at  the  R.B.N. A.  Club  on  the 
9th  inst.,  and  were  greatly  interested  in  the 
valuable  reports  and  charmingly  descriptive 
speeches  of  Miss  H.  L.  Pearse  and  Miss  Child 
on  the  Copenhagen  Meeting  of  the  Inter- 
national. It  is  so  refreshing  to  come  into 
touch  with  women  from  overseas. 


To  quote  the  Poor  Law  OjUcers'  Journal: — 

"  Miss  Millicent  Ashdown  has  sent  a  report 
to  the  Paddington  Guardians,  on  her  examina- 
tion of  the  Probationer  Nurses,  held  on  25th 
and  26th  May,  as  follows  : — 

Eight  second-year  Nurses  entered  for  the 
examination,  and  with  one  exception  have  all 
obtained  the  required  number  of  marks  to 
pass.  Nurse  Cavan  is  top,  with  72/100  marks, 
which  is  very  good.  Seventeen  first-year 
Nurses  were  examined,  and  with  two  excep- 
tions all  have  passed.  Nurse  Hughes  is  top 
with  83/100  marks,  which  is  excellent;  four 
other  Nurses  in  this  section  have  obtained 
70  marks  and  over,  which  is  a  very  creditable 
percentage. 

In  this  examination  all  the  Nurses  have  been 
marked  in  exactly  the  same  way  as  at  the  other 
Hospitals,  no  allowance  having  been  made  as 
at  the  previous  examination,  which  was  the 
first  one  held  at  the  Hospital. 

In  general  appearance  the  majority  were 
tidy,  but  several  Nurses  lost  marks  from  un- 
tidy belts,  aprons  pinned  where  buttons  were 
off,  &c.  Three  Nurses  lost  marks  from  using 
scent,  a  most  objectionable  practice." 


There  is  something  quite  novel  in  the  last 
paragraph  :  "  Three  Nurses  lost  marks  from 
using  scent,  a  most  objectionable  practice." 
Surely  sumptuary  details  are  not  included 
in  a  Nurses'  Examination.  If  so,  new  terrors 
will  be  added  to  this  ordeal.  The  duty  of  an 
examiner  is  to  prove  the  knowledge  and  skill 
of  a  student,  not  to  criticise  her  clothes  and 
personal  habits.  These  are  matters  of  personal 
discipline  over  which  the  Matron  has  jurisdic- 
tion, and  if  a  nurse  is  habitually  untidy  and 
pinned  together,  or  uses  objectionable  per- 
fumes, these  points  should  be  considered  by 
the  Matron,  who  should  have  the  right  to 
apportion  a  certain  number  of  marks  towards 
place  in  the  examination,  and  certificate,  under 
the  fpllowing  heads:  i,  Ward  Management; 
2,  Dervotion  to  Duty ;  3,  Punctuality ;  4, 
Personal  Characteristics. 


At   the    Meeting   of    the    North    Lancashire 
Branch    of   the    National    Poor   Law    Officers' 
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Association,  held  at  Bury,  the  attention  of  the 
meeting-  was  drawn  to  the  success  of  the  Asso- 
ciation in  securing"  the  exemption  of  all  Poor 
Law  Nurses — including^  those  who  had  con- 
tracted out  of  the  Superannuation  Act — from 
the  provisions  of  the  Unemployment  Insurance 
Act,  1922,  as  from  the  ist  July,  1922. 

The  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  is  not  only 
claiming;  all  the  credit  for  this  reform,  but  is 
actually  circularising  the  hospitals  to  pay  the 
piper,  to  judge  from  the  following-  communica- 
tion received  from  the  House  Governor  of  the 
General  Hospital,  Nottingham  : — 

Dear  Madam,— It  may  interest  you  to  learn  that 
in  response  to  a  suggestion  made  that  all  Nurses 
should  give  to  the  College  of  Nursing  a  sum 
equivalent  to  the  contribution  which  they  would 
otherwise  have  made  to  Unemployment  Insur- 
ance for  the  first  week  of  July  as  an  acknowledg- 
ment to  the  College  for  securing  exemption,  the 
Nursing  Staff  of  this  hospital  has  forwarded  the 
sum  of  ;^3  7s.,  and  the  Committee  have  given  a 
donation  of  /;3  3s.,  making  a  total  of  £6  los. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  Committees  of 
voluntary  hospitals  have  no  rig^ht  to  subsidise 
the  Collegfe  of  Nursings,  Ltd.,  with  charitable 
funds,  any  more  than  Boards  of  Guardians 
have  the  right  to  expend  the  rates  should  a 
like  appeal  be  made  to  them  by  the  Poor  Law 
Officers'  Association. 


From  the  Acton  Gazette  we  cull  the  enclosed 
ethical  "  gem  "  : — 

"  Satisfactory  reports  were  received  on  the 
recent  examination  of  probationer  nurses  at  the 
West  Middlesex  Hospital.  Fifteen  had  passed, 
and  two  of  the  candidates,  Miss  Dorothy  Barnett 
and  Miss  Kate  E.  Bates,  did  so  well  that  it  was 
decided  to  award  the  former  a  silver  and  the  latter 
a  bronze  .medal. 

These  two  nurses  having  been  introduced  by 
the  Matron  of  the  hospital,  they  were  presented 
by  the  Chairman  with  their  decorations.  The 
Chairman  mentioned  that  a  silver  medal  had  not 
previously  been  won  for  some  vears. 

Mr.  Nowell  :  I  move  thfit  the  Chairman  kiss 
them. 

The  Chairman  :  Order,  order ;  this  is  not  a 
cinema  " 


They  do  these  things,  better  in  France. 
Premiers,  Presidents,  and  Generals  seal  with 
a  kiss  the  bestowal  of  honours.  Mr.  Nowell 
may  have  gallant  Gallic  blood  in  his  veins. 


It  is  much  to  be  reg^retted  that  the  Editor  of 
Health,  the  official  org-an  of  the  Federation  of 
Medical  and  Allied  Societies,  has  refused  to 
comply  with  the  just  request  of  the  Royal 
British  Nurses'  Association  to  publish  a  reply 


to  the  very  partisan  and  injurious  statements 
printed  in  the  May  number  concerning-  the 
action  of  the  Minority  on  the  General  Nursing- 
Council  who  belong-  to  affiliated  Societies.  As 
we  pointed  out  in  a  former  issue,  the  Editor  of 
the  College  Bulletin,  Miss  Vera  Collum,  is 
part  editor  of  Health,  so  that  the  Free 
Nurses'  org^anisations  were  placed  in  a  most 
invidious  position  in  their  relation  to  the 
Federation.  The  Secretary  should  not  have 
permitted  the  attacks,  but  once  printed,  it  is 
intolerable  that  a  reply  should  be  suppressed. 


NIGHTINGALE   SCHOLARSHIPS. 

We  are  informed  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Bonham  Carter, 
Secretary  of  the  Nightingale  Fund,  that  the  Fund 
offers  certain  scholarships  (not  exceeding  three  in 
number)  tenable  for  one  year  at  King's  College 
for  Women,  Campden  Hill,  London,  beginning  in 
October  next. 

The  scholarships,  including  board  and  residence 
at  the  College,  will  be  of  the  value  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  guineas  each,  and,  if  the  Commit- 
tee consider  their  funds  allow  it,  a  further  payment 
towards  expenses  will  be  made  to  each  of  the 
scholars. 

The  intention  of  these  scholarships  is  to  assist 
their  holders  in  qualifying  for  higher  posts  in  the 
nursing  profession. 

The  scholarships  are  open  to  any  nurse  trained 
in  the  Nightingale  School,  who  possesses  its  Certifi- 
cate. 

Intending  candidates  must  send  in  their  names 
to  the  Matron,  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  on  or  before 
July  7th,  1922,  and  all  applications  must  state 
the  age  of  the  candidate,  the  date  of  the  Certificate 
held,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  nature  of 
the  work  the  applicant  has  been  engaged  on  since 
the  date  of  the  certificate. 


The  Committee  of  the  Nightingale  Fund,  which 
has  always,  following  in  the  footsteps  of  its  illus- 
trious Founder,  been  interested  in  the  promotion  of 
the  thorough  education  of  nurses,  is  sincerely  to 
be  congratulated  on  offering  these  advantages  to 
certificated  pupils  of  the  Nightingale  School. 
Their  action  might  well  be  copied  by  other  Nurse 
Training  Schools,  which,  if  they  raised  a  fund  for 
this  purpose,  might  reasonably  ask  for  a  subsidy 
from  the  Board  of  Education  to  increase  the 
amounts  so  subscribed. 


THE    NATION'S     FUND    FOR    NURSES. 

As  we  go  to  press  we  have  been  able  to  secure 
a  copy  of  the  Report  of  the  Nation's  Fund  for 
Nurses  from  January  ist,  1920,  to  December, 
192 1,  for  which  we  have  made  repeated  application 
at  its  shop  at  32,  North  Audley  Street,  Wi,  since 
January,  1921.  In  our  opinion  all  charities 
supported  out  of  public  funds  should  issue  an 
annual  statement  of  Accounts,  and  we  hope  that 
this  will  be  the  course  followed  by  the  Nation's 
Fund  for  Nurses  in  the  future. 
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THE    MATRONS'    COUNCIL  OF   GREAT 
BRITAIN    AND   IRELAND. 

[^""^  The  Quarterly  Meeting 
of  the  Matrons'  Council  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
was  held  at  the  Club  of  the 
Royal  British  Nurses'  Asso- 
ciation, 194,  Queen's  Gate, 
S.W.,  on  Friday,  June  gth, 
at  3  p.m.  In  the  absence 
of  the  President,  Miss  M. 
Heather-Bigg,  R.R.C.,  who 
at  the  last  moment  was 
prevented  from  attending, 
the  chair  was  ably  filled 
by  Miss  Elma  Smith. 

Arising  out  of  the  min- 
utes, presented  by  the 
Hon.  Secretary,  Miss  A.  E. 
Hulme,  it  was  pointed 
out  that  the  protests  ex- 
pressed outside  the  General  Nursing  Council,  in 
support  of  the  action  taken  within  the  CouncU  by 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick  and  others  in  opposition 
to  Miss  Cox-Davies'  proposal  to  deprive  Existing 
and  Intermediate  Nurses  of  the  record  of  their 
certificates  on  the  State  Register,  had  been 
successful,  and  the  Minister  of  Health  had  approved 
an  Amended  Schedule  securing  this  right  to  the 
nurses.  The  Matrons'  Council  could  congratulate 
itself  that  it  was  one  of  the  Societies  which  had 
helped  to  prevent  this  injustice. 

Correspondence  . 

Miss  C.  A.  Little  (Hull),  in  regretting  her  inability 
to  be  present,  wrote  :  "  Will  you  please  count  me 
as  supporting  the  resolutions  on  the  paper  that  are 
to  be  moved  at  this  meeting.  I  have  no  words 
wherewith  to  express  my  admiration  for  those  six 
members  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales  who  have  so  nobly  stood  out 
against  the  reactionary  methods  of  the  majority 
on  that  Council.  I  should  like  to  send  hearty 
good  wishes  to  all,  and  pray  that  success  may 
attend  your  labours." 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  pointed  out  that  the 
result  in  regard  to  the  record  of  certificates 
showed  that  if  the  registered  nurses  were  suffi- 
ciently vigUant,  and  supported  the  members  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council  who  were  voicing 
their  interests,  injustices  would  not  be  done. 

Applications. 
Applications   for   membership   were   then   con- 
sidered and  the  applicants  elected. 

Delegates  on  the  National  Council  of 

Women. 
In  response  to  an  invitation  from  the  National 
Council  of  Women  to  nominate  three  delegates 
to  attend  the  meeting  of  that  body  to  be  held  at 
Cambridge,  in  September,  Miss  S.  A.  Villiers, 
Matron  of  the  South- Western  Hospital,  M.A.B., 
Member  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  Eng- 


land and  Wales,  and  the  nominee  of  the  Matrons' 
Council  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  N.C.W., 
Miss  S.  M.  Marsters,  Superintendent  of  Queen's 
Nurses  for  Paddington  and  Marylebone,  and  Miss 
G.  Lord,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  National  Union  of  Trained  Nurses,  were 
nominated,  and  consented  to  serve. 

Miss  Villiers  was  nominated  for  a  second  term 
of  office  on  the  Executive  of  the  N.C.W.,  and 
consented  to  serve  if  elected. 

Election  of  Vice-Presidents. 
The  two  Vice-Presidents  retiring  in  rotation 
were  Miss  Annie  Smith  (late  Matron  of  Kingston 
Infirmary)  and  Miss  E.  M.  Waind  (Superintendent 
of  Galen  House  Private  Nurses'  Institution, 
GuUdford).  It  was  agreed  to  thank  them  for 
their  services.  Miss  G.  R.  Hale,  R.R.C.,  Matron 
of  the  Garrett  Anderson  Hospital  for  Women, 
Euston  Road,  N.W.,  and  Miss  E.  T.  Bickerton, 
R.R.C.,  Matron  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  General 
Hospital,  Tottenham,  N.,  were  then  elected  to 
fill  the  vacancies  created. 

Resolutions. 

The  following  Resolutions  were  then  considered. 
Resolution  I. 

That  the  Matrons'  Council  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  begs  to  enter  a  protest  against  the  action  of 
the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales 
in  permitting  its  Registration  Committee  to  recommend 
to  the  Council  for  Registration  persons  whose  applica- 
tions and  references  they  have  not  investigated,  and 
calls  upon  the  Council  to  perform  its  duty  to  the 
Nurses  and  the  pubUc  in  this  connection,  as  the 
Profession  of  Nursing  holds  the  General  Nursing 
Council  responsible  for  the  correctness  of  its  Register. 

Miss  G.  Lord,  in  moving  this  Resolution,  said 
that  she  was  sure  all  present  felt  with  her  that  no 
words  could  express  their  indignation  at  the 
action  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  outlined 
in  the  Resolution.  The  CouncU  had  gone  back 
on  their  own  Rules  and  Regulations  in  handing 
over  the  scrutiny  of  applications  for  Registration 
to  one  official.  They  should  most  certainly  be 
scrutinised  by  people  authorised  by  Parliament 
to  discharge  this  responsible  duty — people  who 
knew  their  job,  and  were  willing  in  the  public 
interest  to  give  their  invaluable  expert  knowledge 
to  its  performance. 

The  Resolution  was  carried  unanimously,  with 
enthusiasm. 

Resolution  II. 

That  the  Matrons'  Council  strongly  deprecates 
the  methods  employed  to  remove  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick 
from  the  Chair  of  the  Registration  Committee,  and  the 
election  to  that  position  in  place  of  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  members  of  the  Nursing  Profession — 
of  a  medical  man  ;  with  the  result  that  certificates  to 
practise  as  Registered  Nurses  now  bear  no  signature  of 
a  Registered  Nurse-member  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  a  fact  which  is  calculated  to  depreciate  the 
status  of  Nursing  as  a  Profession. 

The  Matrons'  Council,  while  loyally  supporting  the 
authority  of  the  medical  profession  in  the  treatment  of 
the  sick,  cannot  recognise  its  right  to  the  assumption 
of   undue   authority   over   Registered   Nurses   in   the 
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General  Nursing  Council,  and  hopes  that,  without 
delay,  a  Registered  Nurse  will  again  be  elected  to  the 
Chair  of  the  Registration  Committee. 

Miss  Helen  Pearse  said  it  was  quite  obvious  what 
the  intention  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  was 
in  this  connection.  Unless  they  had  wished  to 
eject. the  late  Chairman  of  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee from  that  office  they  would  not  have 
resorted  to  such  nefarious  tricks.  It  was  a  most 
extraordinary  thing  for  any  public  body  to  inter- 
fere with  the  personnel  of  Standing  Committees 
of  ability  and  expert  knowledge,  and  a  grasp  of 
the  business  in  hand,  within  a  few  months  of  the 
time  when  they  must  be  dissolved. 

The  representatives  of  the  free  associations  of 
nurses  deeply  resented  this  action  of  the  Council. 
In  the  late  chairman  they  had  had  one  with  no 
axe  to  grind,  the  ablest  member  of  the  nursing 
profession,  and  the  pioneer  registrationist.  She 
considered  it  most  insulting  to  imply  that  there 
was  not  a  member  of  our  own  profession  on  the 
General  Nursing  Council  qualified  to  sign  the 
certificates  of  registration.  She  was  sure  that 
those  members  of  the  Matrons'  Council  who 
possessed  Mrs.  Fenwick's  signature  on  their  certifi- 
cates valued  it  as  a  most  choice  possession.  She 
thought  a  very  strong  protest  ought  to  be  made 
on  this  point.  The  Resolution  was  strongly 
supported,  and  carried  unanimously. 

Resolution  III. 

That  the  Matrons'  Council  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  desires  to  place  on  record  its  indignation  at  the 
unjustifiable  attacks  to  which  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick 
has  been  subjected  from  a  section  of  the  General 
Nursing  Council  in  the  performance  of  her  public  duty 
as  a  member  of  that  body.  It  desires  to  convey  to 
Mrs.  Fenwick  its  sense  of  the  great  services  she  has 
rendered  to  the  Nursing  Profession  and  the  public 
in  this  connection,  its  unabated  confidence  in  her 
ability  and  integrity,  and  its  thanks  for  the  distinguished 
manner  in  which  she  has  served  the  Nursing  Profession 
as  a  member  of  that  Council. 

In  moving  this  Resolution  Miss  Beatrice  Cutler 
expressed  her  pleasure  in  doing  so,  and  said  that 
she  considered  it  a  great  honour  to  be  asked  to 
undertake  it.  It  had  been  her  good  fortune  to 
have  been  associated  with  Mrs.  Fenwick  from  the 
beginning  of  her  nursing  career,  and  her  help  was 
invaluable.  She  had  worked  whole-heartedly  all 
her  life  for  the  good  of  the  nursing  profession  at 
large,  and  for  the  higher  education  and  State 
Registration  of  Nurses  in  particular. 

Now  that  through  her  efforts  this  great  reform 
had  been  achieved,  it  was  deplorable  that  through 
personal  jealousies  she  should  be  attacked  so 
unjustifiably. 

Unfortunately,  such  great  people  were  often  not 
fully  appreciated  in  their  own  generation,  but  they 
live  in  the  ages. 

It  was  right  that  they  should,  and  in  the  future 
of  our  great  profession  the  name  of  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  would  stand  among  the  greatest  of  our 
women  pioneers. 


The  Resolution  was  carried  by  acclamation  with 
a  rising  vote. 

Resolution  IV. 

That  the  Matrons'  Council  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  desires  to  convey  to  Miss  S.  A.  Villiers,  Miss 
Isabel  Macdonald,  Miss  Ahce  Cattell,  Miss  Maude 
MacCallum,  and  Mr.  Christian,  its  sincere  appreciation 
of  the  disinterested  manner  in  which  they  have  sup- 
ported in  the  General  Nursing  Council  all  proposals 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Nursing  Profession  and  the 
public,  and  to  assure  them  of  its  confidence  and  sup- 
port. 

Miss  Mary  Lord,  late  Matron  of  Banstead 
Mental  Hospital,  said  that  she  had  been  engaged 
in  mental  nursing  for  the  last  36  years.  She 
desired  to  emphasise  the  points  incorporated  in  the 
Resolution.  The  members  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  mentioned  in  it  had  shown  exceptional 
skill,  sometimes  under  very  trying  conditions. 
The  Nursing  Profession  and  the  public  deeply 
appreciated  such  staunch  supporters  of  the  right. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  on  her  own  behalf  and 
that  of  her  colleagues,  acknowledged  both  Resolu- 
tions, and  thanked  the  Matrons'  Council  for  sup- 
porting their  policy. 

The  business  meeting  then  concluded,  and  the 
members  adjourned  for  tea,  daintily  served  in 
the  dining-room. 

Speeches  by  the  Copenhagen  Delegates. 

When  the  members  re-assembled.  Miss  H.  L. 
Pearse  and  Miss  J.  C.  Child,  Delegates  to  the 
meeting  of  the  International  Council  of  Nurses  at 
Copenhagen,  spoke  on  their  experiences.  Miss 
Pearse  gave  a  very  lucid  and  graphic  account  of 
the  business  proceedings,  and  described  the  pictur- 
esque ceremony  of  the  reception  of  the  new 
countries  on  the  first  evening,  South  Africa, 
represented  by  Miss  Child,  being  the  first.  The 
President,  Mrs.  Tscherning,  led  her  by  the  hand  to 
the  rostrum,  and  after  presenting  her  with  a 
bouquet  of  lovely  flowers,  welcomed  her  in  her 
own  language,  the  British  National  Anthem 
being  played  meanwhile.  Miss  Child  then  respon- 
ded. The  representatives  of  Norway,  Belgium 
and  Italy  were  similarly  welcomed.  Miss  Child 
then  gave  a  charming  description  of  the  social 
side  of  the  meeting,  and  referred  to  the  great 
hospitality  and  kindness  of  their  Danish  hostesses, 
and  to  their  professional  solidarity. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  speeches,  Mrs.  Bedford 
Fenwick  proposed,  and  the  chair  seconded,  that 
a  most  hearty  vote  of  thanks  should  be  sent  from 
the  Matrons'  Council  to  Mrs. '.Tscherning  and  the 
Danish  Council  of  Nurses  for  their  gracious 
hospitality  and  kindness  to  the  Delegates.  This 
was  carried  with  enthusiasm,  and  a  very  interesting 
meeting  then  terminated. 


As  we  go  to  press  we  have  received  a  notice 
from  Miss  Cordell,  Matron  of  St.  Mary,  Islington 
Infirmary,  in  reference  to  a  memorial  to  the  late 
Dr.  A.  H.  Robinson,  for  a  number  of  years  Medical 
Superintendent  of  the  Infirmary.  We  hope  to 
refer  to  it  again  next  week. 
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THIS    SUPPLEMENT    BEING   THE   OFFICIAL   ORGAN   OF   THE   CORPORATION. 


NOTICE  TO  MEMBERS. 

Members  are  reminded  that  by  command  of  Her 
Royal  Highness,  the  President,  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  Corporation  is  to  take  place  at 
194,  Queen's  Gate  on  Friday,  June  30th,  at  5.30 
p.m.  We  ask  all  members  of  the  Association  who 
possibly  can,  to  make  a  point  of  being  present. 
Mrs.  Campbell  Thomson,  Nurse  Hon.  Secretary, 
has  generously  instructed  us  to  arrange  that  at 
4.30  p.m.  tea  will  be  provided,  at  her  expense, 
for  all  members  attending  the  meeting. 

We  remind  members  of  the  importance  of 
using  the  ballot  papers  posted  to  them  at  the 
close  of  last  month.  There  is  far  too  great  a 
tendency  to  throw  these  on  one  side  and  to  forget 
all  about  them  instead  of  using  the  privilege 
of  helping  to  elect  those  whom  it  is  desired  should 
take  part  in  the  management  of  our  Association's 
affairs.  Members  are  requested  to  read  carefully 
the  instructions  for  voting  and  to  see  that  their 
papers  are  returned  in  time  to  allow  the  votes 
to   be    counted    before   the    Annual    Meeting    on 

June  30th. 

»■ 

THE  CLUB  GREATLY  PRIZED. 

We  insert  this  week  a  little  article  sent  for 
publication  by  one  who  is  not  a  nurse,  but  who 
chanced  to  come  in  one  morning  with  a  member. 
Week  by  week  we  receive  letters  from  the  nurses 
telling  us  how  much  they  enjoy  staying  at  the 
Club  and  how  greatly  they  prize  it.  We  very 
much  appreciate  these  kind  letters  and  the  help, 
too,  which  many  members  give  in  making  the 
Club  known  to  other  nurses.  Such  help  is  of 
the  very  greatest  importance  and  we  are  very 
anxious  that  the  members  should  realise  how 
valuable  it  is.  Indeed,  upon  the  co-operation  of 
the  members  the  success  of  our  latest  enterprise 
depends  to  a  very  great  extent  and  we  ask  them 
all  to  do  what  they  can  in  interesting  all  their 
friends  in  the  nursing  profession  in  our  beautiful 
Club  and  advising  them  to  join  it.  Members  will 
find  on  page  v  a  coupon,  and  we  hope  that  those 
who  have  not  yet  become  Members  of  the  Club 
will  send  for  particulars,  and  that  those  who  are 
members  will  cut  out  the  coupon  and  send  it  on 
to  a  friend  after  writing  her  own  name  on  the  last 
line,  as  we  like  to  keep  a  list  at  the  office  of  those 
nurses  who  are  working  for  their  Association.  The 
Association  has  to  rely  very  largely  on  the  propa- 


ganda work  of  its  members  for  most  of  those  who 
belong  to  it  have  compounded  for  life  membership 
for  a  single  payment  of  one  or  two  guineas,  as 
provided  for  in  the  bye-laws,  and  so  the  income 
from  annual  subscriptions  is  very  small.  We 
hope  therefore  that  each  member  who  reads  the 
Journal  will  do  her  best  to  bring  in  at  least  one 
new  member  before  the  Executive  Committee 
holds  its  last  meeting  for  the  season  in  July. 


THE    OASIS. 

(DEDICATED    TO    THE    R.B.N.A.    CLUB. 

Life  is  a  desert,  in  which  there  are  many  charm- 
ing places,  as  unexpected  as  the  vagaries  of  an 
English  summer.  The  globe-trotters  and  the 
millionaires  miss  them  because  there  are  no 
posters  about  them  and  no  "  golden  keys  "  to 
turn  their  doors.  The  simpler  Pilgrims,  knowing 
what  is  fair  and  restful,  enter  their  precincts  and 
go  forth  renewed  and  refreshed. 

My  "  Interpreter,"  meeting  me  one  morning 
not  far  from  the  "  House  Beautiful,"  marked  the 
signs  of  weariness  in  me,  and  led  me  thereto. 
Her  diagnosis  and  the  treatment  prescribed  were 
perfect.  Not  a  word  against  the  specialists  in 
Harley  Street,  but  "  there  are  others  "  as  the 
saying  goes. 

The  "  Interpreter"  showed  me  over  the  "House 
Beautiful,"  with  all  its  fair  colours,  its  large, 
sunny  open  windows,  its  great  abundance  of 
fragrant  flowers.  Smiling  faces  were  everywhere, 
the  faces  of  women  whose  lives  were  not  spent  in 
gay  or  happy  scenes,  but  often  in  sad  ones  ;  from 
the  "  House  Beautiful  "  they  draw  the  vitalising 
forces  of  the  Happiness  and  Restfulness  they  carry 
out  of  it  to  lonely  and  pain-ridden  places.  Laughter, 
smiles,  flowers,  sunshine,  but  this  was  not  all. 
Just  as  Eden  itself  was  not  complete  till  God 
made  the  song  birds  to  sing  in  its  glades,  so, 
too,  there  is  song  in  the  "  House  Beautiful." 
I  heard  a  whispered  request  from  the  "  Inter- 
preter," and  soon  a  beautiful  young  voice  was 
ringing  through  the  room,  echoing  up  the  stair- 
cases, and  it  seemed  to  me  that  it  must  flow  like 
a  benediction  into  the  hearts  of  those  who  go 
out  from  the  "  House  Beautiful  "  into  the  dark 
places  of  life,  into  wherever  there  lingers  pain  and 
the  shadow  of  death. 

Our  concert  was  quite  spontaneous.  We  had  no 
programmes  and  no  tickets.    It  was  as  much  above 
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an  ordinary  concert  as  a  "  Private  View  "  is 
above  a  public  show  at  the  Academy ;  we  were 
highly  favoured.  The  song  that  is  given  for 
kindness  sake  is  as  surely  blessed  as  the  "  cup  of 
cold  water "  to  the  thirsty  lips  of  the  child. 
What  mysterious  Power  was  it  that  ordained,  too, 
that  the  song  should  be  a  little  "  lilt  "  about 
a  "  Highland  Laddie  ?"  Was  the  "  Interpreter  " 
again  at  work  ?  For  there  could  be  no  music 
dearer  to  the  listener  than  such  a  ballad.  Perhaps 
it  was  "  coincidence,"  but  no  one  understands 
"  coincidence  "  except  God  Himself.  The  sweet 
voice  rang  out  over  the  quiet,  flower-decked  room  ; 
but  it  was  no  more  a  room,  it  was  a  Scottish  glen, 
all  purple  with  heather  and  echoing  to  the  ripple 
of  tiny  "  burns  "  over  the  old  granite  stones, 
burns  rippling  \\'here  young  lovers  kept  tryst 
in  the  gloaming,  back  through  the  ages  and  long, 
long  before  dear  old  Harry  Lauder  came  to  tell 
us  of  it. 

Will  the  Sweet  Singer  and  the  Hostess  accept 
a  Wanderer's  thanks  for  a  very  pleasant  "  halt  " 
in  the  workaday  journey  of  Life  ? 

Pixie  H.  Baird. 

THE  R.B.N.A.  NURSES  "AT  HOME"  TO 
THE  GENTLEMEN  OF  ST.  DUNSTAN'S. 

Several  members  have  asked  us  to  arrange  to 
have  another  entertainment  for  the  soldiers  at 
St.  Dunstan's  during  the  summer,  and  it  is  sugges- 
ted that  July  17th  would  be  a  suitable  date  for  this. 
On  the  last  occasion  when  we  had  one  of  these 
"  not  forgotten  "  gatherings  a  number  of  the 
members  very  kindly  sent  us  subscriptions  in 
order  that  we  might  have  all  the  most  delightful 
dishes  possible  for  their  guests.  We  shall  be 
glad  if  each  member  who  reads  the  Journal  this 
week  will  again  send  us  a  small  amount  to  help  in 
buying  cigarettes  and  other  things  which  the  men 
can  enjoy.  These  subscriptions  need  only  be 
smaU ;  what  matters  is  that  as  many  of  the 
members  as  possible  should  take  a  share  in  the 
•  hospitality  to  those  to  whom  we  owe  so  much. 
We  shaU  also  be  glad  to  hear  from  those  nurses 
who  will  be  so  kind  as  to  act  as  hostesses  on 
July  17th. 

Miss  Clarke  and  Miss  Jeanette  Smith  have 
very  kindly  undertaken  to  sing  for  us  on  that 
afternoon. 


of   those  who,   though  unknown,   are  yet  linked 
up  with  her  by  membership  of  the  R.B.N.A. 


FOR  THE  BRIDE. 

We  remind  country  members,  who  receive  their 
Journal  on  Friday  morning,  of  the  wedding  which 
is  to  take  place  on  Saturday,  17th  inst.,  and  we 
shall  be  very  grateful  if  they  will  send  flowers 
to  help  in  making  their  Club  look  its  best  to  give 
to  their  fellow  worker  a  lovely  memory  of  their 
"  home  from  home  "  when,  in  years  to  come, 
she  will  often  look  back  on  the  day  when  she  went 
forth  from  it  to  begin  her  n  vv  life.  It  must 
add  to  the  happiness  of  her  wedding  morning  to 
have  around  her  flowers  that  are  made  the  beautiful 
messengers    to    carry    to    her    the    "Godspeed" 


TRAINED     NURSES'     ANNUITY     FUND. 

May  we  remind  our  members  that  the  Sale  of 
Work  for  the  Trained  Nurses'  Annuity  Fund  is 
to  take  place  in  November  as  usual.  We  are 
writing  about  it  thus  early  because  we  are  anxious 
to  make  it  a  much  more  important  Sale  this  year. 

If  every  Member  of  the  R.B.N.A.  will  make  a 
point  of  helping  a  little  it  will  mean  that  suffering 
and  aged  members  of  the  profession  will  be 
relieved  of  the  terrible  anxiety  of  facing  the 
future  without  hope  of  having  even  a  small  income 
to  rely  on. 

We  shall  be  more  grateful  than  we  can  say  if, 
during  the  months  which  intervene  between  this 
and  November,  members  of  the  R.B.N.A.  will  do 
all  they  can  to  interest  their  own  circle  of  friends 
in  the  Sale,  and  to  collect  for  us  all  the  work  they 
can.  If  it  would  prove  useful  to  members,  when 
speaking  to  their  friends,  we  will  gladly  send  a 
copy  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Fund  for  1921 
on  receipt  of  a  post  card. 


OBITUARY. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  have  received 
notice  of  the  death  of  Miss  Elsie  Maclean.  She 
was  trained  at  the  Victoria  Infirmary,  Glasgow, 
joined  the  R.B.N.A.  in  1910,  and  since  she  left 
Hospital  has  been  engaged  chiefly  in  private 
practice.  Miss  Maclean  also  nursed  during  the 
war  in  Queen  Alexandra's  Hospital  for  Officers 
at  Highgate. 

GIFTS. 

John  Aniscon,  Esq.,  linen  ;  Mrs.  Giles,  Mrs. 
Lamb  and  Mrs.  Thomson,  flowers  ;  the  Misses 
Bishop,  N.  Burke,  Dunsford,  McDermott,  Morgan, 
Milne,  and  Jeanette  Smith,  flowers. 

DONATIONS. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer  acknowledges  with  thanks 
the  following  donations  : — 

R.B.N.A.  General  Purposes  Fund. 

Miss  B.  Cutler,  £2.  ids.  ;  Miss  Steuart  Donaldson, 
£1  IS.  ;  Miss  Bedwell,  los.  6d.  ;  Miss  Tisdall,  los.  ; 
Miss  Neighbour,  5s.  ;    Miss  Wilson,  3s.  8d. 

Club. 
Miss  E.  E.  Fowler,  ;^i  us.  6d.  ;  Mrs.  Campbell 
Thomson,  £1  is.  ;  Miss  L.  Jackson,  ;^i  is.  ;  Mrs. 
E.  Trible,  £1  ;  Miss  Steuart  Donaldson,  los.  6d.  ; 
Mrs.  CoUett,  ids.  6d.  ;  Mrs.  Lillecrapp,  ids.  ;  Miss 
Robertson,  4s. 

Settlement  Fund. 
Miss  Neighbour,  6s. 

Helena  Benevolent  Fund. 
Miss  Neighbour,  5s.  ;     Misses  Taylor,  M.  Ker, 
and  Bayley,  2S.  6d. 

Isabel  Macdonald, 
Secretary  to  the  Corporation. 
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THE  INTERNATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF 
NURSES. 

In  a  kind  little  letter  Mrs.  Henny  Tscherning 
writes  from  Stockholm  of  the  recent  meeting  of 
the  International  Council  of  Nurses  held  under  her 
presidency  at  Copenhagen.  Referring  to  the 
decision  to  meet  in  Helsingfors,  she  says  :  "I  am 
content  with  the  resolution,  and  hope  that  the 
small  countries  will  have  benefit  from  it  and  of 
our  Meeting.  It  is  so  wonderful,  when  nurses  are 
coming  from  North  and  South,  East  and  West,  we 
are  not  at  all  strangers  to  each  other ;  we  are  as 
a  great  family,  and  immediately  friends  ;  we  have 
the  same  troubles,  hopes  and  ideals.  ...  I  will 
end  with  love  to  Miss  Pearse,  Miss  Cutler,  Miss 
Child,  and  Miss  Lamb,  and  best  love  to  yourself." 

Countess  Louise  d'Ursel,  of  the  Federation 
Nationale  des  Infirmieres  Beiges,  writes  from 
Brussels  :  "  We  are  so  glad  to  be  now  members 
of  the  international  Council,  and  it  was  charming 
to  meet  the  delegates  of  other  countries  at  Copen- 
hagen. Since  we  came  back  we  have  already 
felt  how  much  the  fact  of  being  received  into  the 
Council  gives  us  strength,  and  has  caused  people 
to  consider  our  Association  in  a  very  different 
way  than  before."  Countess  d'Ursel  sends  a 
kind  invitation  to  us  to  visit  Brussels  to  see  the 
hospitals  and  nursing  schools. 

We  shall  by  degrees  give  some  report  of  the 
wonderful  progress  of  the  international  move- 
ment in  Norway,  Belgium  and  China.  In  South 
Africa  the  South  African  Trained  Nurses'  Associa- 
tion is  rapidly  knitting  up  trained  nurses  in  a  truly 
national  organisation,  with .  branches  in  all  the 
States  of  the  Union,  with  its  own  official  organ,  the 
South  African  Nursing  Record.  Miss  J.  C.  Child 
has  been  appointed  Overseas  President,  so  will 
keep  our  colleagues  in  South  Africa  in  touch  with 
the  international  movement  in  Europe.  Her 
charming  kindness,  loyalty  and  wit  make  her  a 
most  valuable  representative  and  link. 

IMPRESSIONS  OF  THE   COPENHAQEN 
MEETING. 

Dear  Founder  and  Hon.  President,  —  We 
have  returned  from  our  fourteen  days  in 
Denmark  to  our  dear  incomparable  London, 
dear  London,  which  I  have  always  of  late  years 
thought  so  clean,  compared  to  my  early  hospital 
days,  now  I  find  in  comparing  it  with  Copenhagen 
it  must  surely  be  dirty  ;  for  the  moment  I  return 
clean  gloves  are  soiled  with  one  outing,  whereas 
in  Copenhagen  I  wore  a  pair  of  white  gloves  for 
a  week  and  they  were  still  clean,  but  one  must  not 
compare  One  thing  was  very  forcibly  brought 
to  my  notice,  traffic — ^not  so  enormous  as  here — 
but  still  rather  a  question  to  think  seriously  of 
when  crossing  a  square,  for  instance ;  although 
weU  provided  with  islands,  stUl,  owing  to  cycle 
traffic,  and  larger  traffic,  one  needs  to  look  weU 
to  right  and  left  every  time.  Curiously  enough, 
to  me  the  "  king  of  the  road  "  seems  the  bicycle  ; 
everything  seems  to  halt  to  let  the  hundreds  of 
bicycles  pass  by  one.     All  the  business  office  girls 


and  women  seem  to  use  them.  I  felt  that  if  one 
could  only  borrow  one,  just  to  wheel  it,  when 
needing  to  cross  a  road,  it  would  ensure  safety. 
I  notice  too,  that  the  hospitals  all  had  good 
stabling  for  the  staffs'  cycles. 

I  am  sure  you  have  had  reams  of  detail  as  to 
the  Congress  from  the  delegates  ;  it  was  teeming 
with  interest  and  the  greatest  hospitality  every- 
where ;  it  was  the  first  Congress  I  have  attended 
where  only  the  reporter  represented  the  superior 
sex — everything  was  carried  out  during  business 
hours  with  great  precision  and  thoroughness 

The  Lady  of  the  Chair  did  not  find  it  difficult 
to  manage  the  Committees,  and  minute  detaUs, 
legal  or  otherwise,  were  brought  to  a  finality 
in  the  most  business-like  manner. 

The  hospitals  round  which  we  were  escorted  on 
a  tour  of  inspection,  were  the  last  word  in  equip- 
ment of  latest  ingenuity,  and  the  comfort  of  the 
sick  in  every  way  evident.  There  seems  no  lack 
of  nursing  staff,  and  in  the  Municipal  Hospital 
they  had  the  eight-hour  day. 

The  lectures  we  were  invited  to  listen  to,  were 
wonderfully  illustrated  by  cinema.  The  Recrea- 
tion Home  in  the  suburbs,  on  sea-shore,  for  the 
nurses,  all  that  a  tired  mind  and  body  could  need  ; 
in  fact  Denmark  has  left  nothing  to  chance, 
it  is  organised,  and  the  result  is  marvellous. 
The  whole  time  we  were  there  we  were  taken  the 
greatest  care  of,  most  perfect  hospitality  and 
kind  thoughts  always  apparent.  And  how  we 
were  fed  ;  it  seemed  to  me  that,  apart  from  our 
four  or  five  hours'  morning  consecutive  work, 
we  were  nourished  hourly  with  food,  most  per- 
fectly-cooked. Surely  every  one  in  Copenhagen 
must  be  diet-trained  and  expert  in  domestic  science. 

The  few  doctors  we  met  were  those  who  escorted 
us  round  their  hospitals  and  were  charming  men. 
The  only  other  men  were  the  waiters  in  the 
hotels  ;  they  all  seemed  most  courteous  and  of  a 
superior  type.  And  what  made  the  whole  Con- 
gress a  grand  success — everyone  spoke  our 
language — English ;  and  to  be  able  to  entertain 
in  the  language  of  their  guests  must,  of  course  in 
any  case  make  for  understanding.  But  we  did 
want  you  and  Miss  Breay  with  us.  I  am  not 
saying  this  just  to  make  my  letter  full. 

This  consciousness  of  the  need  of  you  two  and 
Miss  Lavinia  Dock,  our  first  pioneer  officers  was 
daily  felt  and  spoken  of ;  and  the  wonderful 
thoroughness  and  kindness  of  our  President, 
Mrs.  Henny  Tscherning,  and  her  assistants,  made 
us  realise  how  much  you  have  done  for  us  by  your 
untiring  devotion  all  these  years  in  founding  and 
building  up  our  International  Council. 

So  although  not  with  us,  we,  your  faithful  co- 
workers felt  your  influence  and  help,  and  are 
delighted  to  come  back  to  our  incomparable 
London  and  its  work  and    toil. 

Yours,  dear  Mrs.  Fenwick, 

Very  sincerely, 

J.  C.  Child,  Registered  Nurse, 

Overseas  President,  South  African 
Trained  Nurses'  Association. 


June  17,  1922 
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THE    REGISTERED    NURSES'   PARLIA- 
MENTARY   COUNCIL, 

Councillor  Beatrice  Kent  presided  at  the  Meeting 
of  the  Council,  held  at  431,  Oxford  Street,  W.,  on 
Saturday,  June  loth,  and  she  was  well  supported 
by  members. 

The  Meeting  had  been  summoned  : — 

To  consider  the  false  accusations  made  against 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  in  the  discharge  of  her 
public  duty  as  a  member  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales,  and  to  take  such 
steps  as  seem  desirable  to  protect  her  from  per- 
sistent attempts  at  intimidation. 

Letters  were  read  from  Registered  Nurses 
expressing  their  indignation  at  the  persecution  of 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  and  the  mismanagement  of 
their  registration  business.  Members  present 
agreed  to  place  a  signed  statement  before  the 
Minister  of  Health,  embodying  their  determination 
that  the  persecution  of  Mrs.  Fenwick  shall  cease  ; 
their  strong  objection  to  the  conduct  of  business 
by  the  Registration  Committee  and  its  control 
by  a  medical  man,  and  to  the  unrestrained  attacks 
made  upon  nurse  members  by  the  medical  members 
of  the  Council,  which  were  calculated  to  intimidate 
them  in  their  performance  of  their  public  duty 
and  to  lower  the  dignity  of  the  Council. 

Seventy  members  were  elected,  and  other  useful 
routine  business  transacted. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


COLLEGE   OF  NURSING,  LTD. 

BIRMINGHAM    AND    THREE    COUNTIES 
CENTRE. 

On  Monday,  May  29th,  in  the  Lecture  Theatre 
of  the  General  Hospital,  Birmingham,  Mr.  H.  C. 
Field,  M.A.,  J. P.,  gave  an  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive lecture  on  the  "  Policy  of  the  League  of 
Nations."  The  lecturer  emphasized  in  fact  that, 
whilst  modem  facilities  for  transport  enable 
nations  to  meet  in  council,  they  also  make  it 
impossible  to  isolate  two  fighting  nations  and 
•  greatly  increase  the  terrors  of  war  and  the  dangers 
of  pestilence  and  famine. 

The  lecturer  impressed  upon  his  audience  that, 
during  its  short  life,  the  League  had  already 
prevented  three  wars  by  successful  arbitration 
and  established  a  permanent  Court  of  Inter- 
national Justice.  He  appealed  to  women  to 
support  the  League,  as  it  was  the  only  efficient 
means  of  abolishing  the  White  Slave  Traffic  and 
controlling  the  traffic  in  dangerous  drugs.  The 
strength  of  the  League  was  demonstrated  by  the 
fact  that,  although  America  was  still  outside, 
she  had  adopted  in  principle  the  regulations 
drawn  up  by  the  League  for  the  suppression 
of  the  traffic  in  women  and  children.  Mr.  Field 
pointed  out  the  pressure  which  could  be  exerted 
on  recalcitrant  nations  by  means  of  an  economic 
boycott,  and  concluded  his  lecture  with  an  eloquent 
appeal  to  join  the  League  of  Nations  Union  and 
assist  to  bring  nations  together  by  thinking  and 
acting  internationally. 

G.  M.  E.  Jones,  Hon.  Press  Sec. 


HOME  SISTER. 

Royal    Hampshire    County    Hospital,    Winchester.— 

Miss  Frances  Annie  Qke  has  been  appointed  Home 
Sister.  She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Leicester,  where  she  was  promoted  to  be  Ward  Sister. 

SISTER. 

West  Cumberland  Infirmary,  Whitehaven. — Miss  Lucy 
Henshall  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was  trained 
at  the  Hull  Royal  Infirmary  and  has  been  Sister  at 
the  West  Kent  General  Hospital,  Maidstone  ;  South 
Devon  and  East  Cornwall  Hospital,  Plymouth;  and 
Night  Sister  at  Merthyr  General  Hospital.  Miss 
Henshall  has  also  done  mihtary  work. 

Royal   Infirmary  and  Eye   Institution,  Gloucester. — 

Miss  Catherine  Marsh  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She 
was  trained  at  the  District  Hospital,  West  Bromwich, 
and  has  been  Sister  at  the  South  Devon  and  East 
Cornwall  Hospital,  Plymouth. 

HEALTH   VISITOR. 

County  Borough  of  West  Hartlepool.^Miss  Evelyn 
Wilkinson  has  been  appointed  Health  Visitor.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Essex  County  Hospital,  Colchester,  and 
has  been  Staff  Nurse  at  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and  is  a  certified  midwife. 

QUEEN     VICTORIA'S      JUBILEE     INSTITUTE 
FOR    NURSES. 

Transfers  and  Appointments. 
Miss  Rosina  M.  Blundell  is  appointed  to  Leeds 
(Central)  as  Superintendent ;  Miss  Margaret  F.  Chal- 
mers is  appointed  to  East  Suffolk,  as  County  Superin- 
tendent ;  Miss  Margaret  P.  Cross  to  Leeds  (Holbeck), 
as  Superintendent ;  Miss  Annie  Holden  to  Liverpool 
(Derby  Lane),  as  Superintendent ;  Miss  Dorothy  M. 
Beazley  to  Three  Towns,  as  Assistant  Superintendent  ; 
Miss  Florence  H.  Hermitage  to  Somerset,  as  Assistant 
County  Superintendent ;  Miss  Ethel  Pearson  to  Corn- 
wall, as  Assistant  County  Superintendent ;  Miss  Elsie 
Sharman  to  Somerset,  as  Assistant  County  Superinten- 
dent;  Miss  Edith  I.  Townsend  to  Staffordshire,  as 
Assistant  County  Superintendent ;  Miss  Florence  E. 
Robinson  to  Barrow-in-Furness,  as  Senior  Nurse ; 
Miss  Winifred  M.  Brennan  to  Leeds  (Holbeck)  ;  Miss 
Maggie  Catlow  to  Blackburn ;  Miss  Mary  A.  Fahy  to 
Great  Crosby  ;  Miss  Elizabeth  G.  Grigg  to  Guildford  ; 
Miss  Lily  M.  Jenkins  to  Street ;  Miss  Marion  Rigby  to 
Accrington ;  Mrs.  Elsie  E.  Smith  to  Northants,  as 
Emergency  School  Nurse  and  Health  Visitor ;  Miss 
Louisa  Tomlinson  to  Cheddleton ;  Miss  Elizabeth 
Whitton  to  Burnhope  Colliery. 


THE    PASSING    BELL. 

We  regret  to  report  the  death  of  Miss  Henrietta 
Fanny  Gethen,  for  many  years  Sister  Queen  at  the 
London  Hospital,  and  later  the  Secretary  of  the  London 
Co-operation  of  Nurses.  Miss  Gethen  died  at  Well 
Manor,  Long  Sutton,  Hants,  on  June  9th,  aged  74 
years,  and  was  buried  there  on  Wednesday  last,  deeply 
regretted  by  many  friends. 

We  regret  to  record  the  death  of  Mrs.  Simpson, 
Assistant  Matron  of  the  Poor  Law  Institution,  Maiden- 
head, in  which  institution  she  had  served  for  eighteen 
years,  for  the  last  nine  as  Assistant  Matron.  Her 
illness  was  of  very  short  duration.  She  was  taken  ill 
on  the  morning  of  May  31st,  and  passed  away  in  the 
evening. 
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A  REPLY  TO  LORD  KNUTSFORD. 


The  following"  letter  appeared  in   Time  and 
Tide  last  week  : — 

To  the  Editor  of  Time  and  Tide. 

"  I  AM  A  Beaten  Man." 

DEATi  Sir,  —  If  you  are  interested  in  the 
psychology  of  those  members  of  the  Nursing 
Profession  who  for  thirty  years  have  steadfastly 
worked  for  its  organisation  through  State  Registra- 
tion, against  the  forces  of  privilege,  prejudice, 
prestige,  and  philanthropy,  underline  in  the 
letter  from  Lord  Knutsford  which  you  printed  in 
your  issue  of  May  26th,  the  names  he  calls  them, 
the  motives  he  attributes  to  them,  realise  that 
he  has  been  doing  the  same  thing  for  thirty  years, 
that  he  has  used  all  the  influence  of  his  attractive 
personality,  his  social  position,  his  eminence  in  the 
hospital  world  to  "  down  "  a  body  of  women  who 
dared  to  form  and  express  an  opinion  adverse 
to  his  concerning  their  own  profession,  and  you 
will  then  be  able  to  estimate  something  of  the 
courage,  tenacity,  conscience  and  life-blood  woven 
into  the  texture  of  our  Nurses'  Registration  Acts. 
In  addition  the  opposition  to  legislation  which  has 
now  been  enacted,  and  by  common  consent  is 
recognised  as  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the 
community,    has    cost    trained    nurses    at    least 

;{3O,000. 

To  appreciate  the  persistence  and  determination 
of  the  London  Hospital  opposition  to  the  Nurses' 
plea  for  Registration  by  the  State,  the  economic 
side  of  the  question  must  be  understood.  The 
London  Hospital  certificated  its  probationers  at 
the  end  of  two  years,  but  bound  them  for  another 
two,  during  which  time  their  services  were  utilised 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Matron,  and  numbers  were 
employed  on  the  private  nursing  staff,  bringing 
in  a  profit  of  thousands  of  pounds  a  year  to  the 
institution.  It  was  good  business  for  the  hospital, 
but  it  was  a  matter  in  which  the  nurses  had  no 
choice.     It  was,  in  fact,  indentured  labour. 

Lord  Knutsford  knew  that  on  the  passing  of  a 
Nurses'  Registration  Act  the  London  Hospital 
Authorities  would  be  compelled  to  give  their 
probationers  a  complete  training  of  three  years, 
which  is  the  minimum  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Organisers  of  every  Nurse-Training  School  of  note 
in  which  a  nurse  can  be  efficiently  trained  for  her 
very  responsible  duties,  and  that  is,  in  fact,  what 
happened  when  Nurses'  Registration  became 
inevitable.  No  Nursing  School  therefore  owes 
more  to  the  passing  of  the  Acts  than  that  attached 
to  the  London  Hospital. 

I  do  not  think  Lord  Knutsford  believes  all  the 
hard  things  he  says.  He  is  play-acting  for  his 
side  ;  but  I  once  heard  him  make  open  confession. 
The  occasion  was  when  he  rose  in  his  place  in  the 
gilded  Chamber  during  the  discussion  on  the 
Nurses'  Registration  Bill  on  December  19th,  1919, 
and  proclaimed,  "  I  am  a  beaten  man."  He 
was.     Magna  est  Veritas  et  praevalebit. 


Consider  the  achievement  of  the  nurses.  The 
organisation  of  the  hospitals,  so  far  as  their  nursing 
staffs  were  concerned,  was  based,  largely,  upon 
the  model  of  the  Monastic  Orders  of  the  Middle 
Ages.  The  power  of  the  managers  over  them  was 
practically  absolute.  It  must  be  understood  that 
probationers  are  required  to  sign  what  is  termed 
a  "  contract,"  but  it  is  in  reality  a  document 
drawn  up  by  the  hospital  authorities  for  their  own 
protection.  If  cases  of  hardship  arose — and  they 
did  arise — there  was  no  means  of  drawing  public 
attention  to  them  until  the  Ministry  of  Health  was 
established,  because  there  was  no  Government 
Department  to  which  a  question  could  be  addressed 
on  the  subject  in  the  House  of  Commons.  And 
because  nurses  were  overworked,  and  scandalously 
underpaid,  there  was  no  possibility  of  their  sub- 
mitting their  cases  to  the  Courts  for  a  decision,  so 
they  were  often  broken  on  the  wheel. 

But  the  Nurses'  Registration  Acts  are  calculated 
to  remedy  this  injustice.  Nurses  have  now  been 
constituted  by  Parliament  a  legally  recognised 
profession  with  definite  rights  and  privileges  ;  we 
have  a  sure  foundation  on  which  to  build.  We 
hoped  as  we  listened  to  the  announcement  of  the 
Royal  Assent  to  the  Nurses'  Registration  Acts  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  on  December  23rd,  1919,  that 
at  last  the  struggle  was  over,  and  that  those  con- 
cerned— whether  in  the  past  they  had  been  for  or 
against  the  organisation  of  Trained  Nursing  by 
the  State — would  now  work  harmoniously  together 
for  the  betterment  of  the  community  and  the 
nurses. 

But,  alas  !  the  majority  of  those  who  conceded, 
because  they  were  compelled,  the  right  of  the 
nurses  to  their  Registration  Acts,  have  proved 
incapable,  as  members  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council,  of  helping  to  administer  them  in  an 
intelligent  and  generous  spirit,  as  proved  by  the 
monopolising  of  administrative  power  by  the  lay 
and  medical  members.  It  is  true  that  only  the 
minority  are  standing  firm  for  the  principle  that, 
on  the  Nurses'  Governing  Body,  the  Executive 
work  and  the  Chairmanship  of  Standing  Com- 
mittees should  be  mainly  in  the  hands  of  the  Regis- 
tered Nurses,  and  they  are,  I  am  proud  to  know, 
those  whom  Lord  Knutsford  describes  as  "  Mrs. 
Bedford  Fenwick  and  her  adherents." 

Here  I  may  point  out  that  to  be  in  the  majority 
is  by  no  means  necessarily  to  be  in  the  right. 
Daniel,  John  the  Baptist,  Joan  of  Arc,  and  Florence 
Nightingale  at  Scutari,  are  shining  instances  in 
proof  of  the  contrary. 

It  is  the  fashion  just  now  to  claim  that  the 
present  minority  on  the  General  Nursing  Council 
must  accept  without  protest  the  views  of  the 
majority,  not,  be  it  observed,  because  those  views 
are  founded  on  professional  knowledge  or  sound 
economic  principles,  and  are  just  and  right,  but 
simply  because  the  lay  and  medical  members,  and 
the  majority  of  the  Matrons,  are  incapable  of 
sympathising  with  the  demand  of  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  profession  for  the  self-determination 
which  men's  professions  enjoy. 


June  17,  1922 
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TRADE 
MARK 


'SKETOFAX' 

ANTISEPTIC    CREAM 


Effectually  prevents  any  attack  from 
Gnats,  Mosquitoes,  or  any  other 
harmful  insect.  Applied  to  an  insect 
bite,  '  Sketofax  *  quickly  stops  irritation 
and  reduces  inflammation.  Fragrant. 
Does  not  stain  skin  or  clothing. 

In  collapsible  tubes,  at  all  Chemists  and  Stores 


BURROUGHS     WELLCOME     &     CO.,     LONDON 


N  393  copymcHT 
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The  ROYAL  BRITISH  NURSES'  CLUB 


COUPON. 


Namt 


Address. 


Date 


Recommended  by 


(This  line  netd  only  be  filled  in  when 
the  nurse  has  been  recommendtd  to 
applv  for  particulars  bv  a  Member  of 
theRH.v.A.). 


THE    MORNING     ROOM 

Nurses  who  desire  to  have  full  particulars  of  this  beautiful  Club  should  fill  in  the  accompanying 
Coupon  and  forward  it  to  :  — 

THE   SECRETARY,    194.   Queen's   Gate,   London,  S.W.7 


s 
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A  wiser  view  is,  therefore,  to  regard  those  six 
members  who  are  standing  firm  for  right  and 
justice  for  the  Registered  Nurses  as  the  leaven 
which  eventually,  in  the  inevitable  progress  of 
evolution,  will  leaven  the  whole  lump — the  advance 
guard  of  that  great  Army  of  Workers  whose 
oncoming  footsteps  in  the  March  of  Freedom  are 
so  plainly  discernible  by  those  whose  ears  are  not 
deaf  to  the  things  of  the  spirit. 

What  if  at  the  present  moment  we  are  insulted, 
defamed  ?  We  will  call  to  mind  the  noble  reply 
of  that  ship's  master  who  found  himself  at  the 
mercy  of  his  enemy  : — 

Julietta  :    "  Why,  slaves,   'tis  in  our  power  to 

hang  ye." 
Master  :  "  Very    likely." 

'Tis  in  our  powers  then  to  be 
hanged,  and  scorn  ye.*' 
It  is  evident  that  the  Nurses'  struggle  for  self- 
determination  is  not  yet  ended.  That  the  animus 
of  reaction  against  those  in  the  van  of  professional 
evolution  is  so  intense  that,  did  the  law  of  the 
land  permit,  we  might  not  only  be  hanged,  but 
drawn  and  quartered. 

Nevertheless,  let  Lord  Knutsford  be  under  no 
misapprehension.  The  lustre  surrounding  those 
who  strive  for  expression  for  the  spiritual  prin- 
ciple in  man  increases  with  the  centuries.  The 
obstruction  of  the  materialist  passes  into  oblivion. 
We  have  made  an  immense  step  forward  in  the 
passing  of  the  Nurses'  Registration  Acts,  the 
Nursing  Profession  is  now  based  on  legal  status, 
and  it  only  remains  for  future  generations  of  well- 
educated  Registered  Nurses  to  use  the  privileges 
conferred  upon  them,  with  the  aim  of  raising 
ever  higher  the  standards  of  education  and  pro- 
fessional ethics,  public  usefulness,  and  civic  spirit 
of  their  members. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Ethel  G.  Fenwick, 

Registered  Nurse. 
[Member   of   the   General  Nursing   Council 
for  England  and  Wales.) 


COMING    EVENTS. 

June  16th. — ^Monthly  Meeting.  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales.  Ministry  of 
Health,  Whitehall,  S.W.     2.30  p.m. 

June  18th. — Hospital  Sunday.     Jubilee  year. 

June  21st. — Overseas  Nursing  Association. 
Annual  Meeting,  Kent  House,  Knightsbridge,  S.W. 
3.30  p.m. 

June  2'2nd. — Monthly  Meeting.  Central  Midwives' 
Board,     i,  Queen  Anne's  Gate  Buildings,  S.W. 

June  28th. — Combined  Hospital  Appeal.  Prin- 
cess Mary's  Ball,  Albert  Hall,  S.W. 

June  ^oth. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association. 
Annual  Meeting.  Her  Royal  Highness,  Princess 
Christian,  the  President,  will  preside.  194,  Queen's 
Gate,  S.W.     5.30  p.m. 

*  "  The  Sea  Voyage."     Beaumont  &  Fletcher. 


RANYARD  MISSION. 


The  65  th  Anniversary  Gathering  was  held 
in  the  Central  Hall,  Westminster,  on  Friday  last, 
June  9th,  preceded  by  a  Meeting  at  which  Dr! 
Horton  took  the  chair.  Mr.  McAdam  Eccles  and 
Sir  William  Collins  both  spoke  to  the  value  of  the 
work  done  in  the  various  London  parishes  and 
centres  by  the  Ranyard  Nurses.  Miss  Knight 
Bruce  and  Dr.  Edward  Lyttelton  also  spoke,  and 
emphasised  the  present  need  for  help  such  as  is 
given  by  the  Mission  Workers  and  Nurses.  Miss 
Irene  Hett,  Hon.  Secretary  to  the  Mission,  spoke 
of  both  sides  of  the  work,  and  appealed  for  funds  to 
maintain  the  Mission  at  its  present  strength.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  meeting  tea  was  served  in  the 
Library,  and  Miss  Kimpton's  Ladies'  Amateur 
Orchestra  very  kindly  provided  music.  An 
abundance  of  beautiful  flowers  had  been  sent  by 
various  friends,  and  each  Nurse  and  Mission  Worker 
took  back  a  posy  to  her  parish.  During  the  after- 
noon the  Senior  Mission  Worker  present,  on  behalf 
of  her  fellow  Mission  Workers  and  Nurses,  presented 
to  Miss  Hett  a  case  containing  £172,  which  they  had 
collected  as  a  birthday  gift  to  the  Mission. 


"  Wherever  you  are. 
Work  for  your  soul's  sake. 
That  all  the  clay  of  you,  all  of  the  dross  of  you. 

May  yield  to  the  fire  of  you." 


OUTSIDE  THE  GATES. 


Welcome  Home. 

Our  greatly-beloved  Prince  of  Wales  is  to  be 
home  again,  after  his  wonderful  ambassadorial 
tour,  on  June  21st.  He  is  to  be  welcomed  at 
Plymouth,  and  arrive  in  London  in  the  afternoon. 

It  is  officially  stated  that  the  Prince  will  take 
the  following  route  from  Paddington  Station : — 
London  Street,  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Terrace, 
Edgware  Road,  Marble  Arch,  through  the  Park  to 
Hyde  Park  Comer,  Piccadilly,  St.  James's  Street, 
Marlborough  Gate,  The  Mall,  to  Buckingham 
Palace. 

A  rousing  welcome  awaits  him  We  shall  all 
want  to  get  a  peep  at  him  and  join  in  the 
acclamations. 

Women's  Consultative  Committee. 

An  interesting  meeting  of  the  Consultative 
Committee  of  Women's  Organisations  was  held  on 
Thursday  afternoon,  June  8th,  at  39,  Victoria 
Street.  Lady  Astor,  M.P.,  Mrs.  Wintringham, 
M.P.,  Miss  Picton-Turberville,  O.B.E.,  and  Lady 
Galway  were  among  those  upon  the  platform. 

Early  in  the  proceedings  the  Royal  British 
Nurses'  Association  was  admitted  to  the  number  of 
Societies  which  go  to  make  up  the  Consultative 
Committee. 

Lady  Astor  (the  President)  gave  an  exceedingly 
amusing  and  interesting  account  of  her  late  visit 
to  America  upon  women's  business. 
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Several  very  important  Resolutions  were  agreed. 
It  was  resolved  to  urge  the  Government,  "  as  a 
proof  of  good  faith,"  to  amend  the  Sex  Disqualifica- 
tion Removal  Act  so^as  to  permit  of  peeresses  in 
their  own  right  sitting  and  voting  in  the  House  of 
Lords.  The  resolution  asked  for  an  amending  Bill 
to  be  carried  this  Session. 

The  following  resolution  was  moved  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Professional  Union  of  Trained 
Nurses  and  seconded  by  Mrs.  Archdale,  of  the 
6  Point  Group  : — 

"  In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  shortage 
of  nurses  constitutes  a  grave  danger  to  the  com- 
munity, the  Constituent  Societies  of  the  Consul- 
ative  Committee  of  Women's  Organisations 
respectfully  urge  the  Prime  Minister  to  appoint  a 
Select  Parliamentary  Committee  to  enquire  into 
aU  the  conditions  of  the  Profession.  They  also 
call  upon  the  Minister  of  Health  to  consider  impar- 
tially the  point  of  view  of  the  employees  as  well  as 
that  of  those  who  represent  the  employers' 
interests." 

One  small  voice  alone  was  raised,  which,  when 
challenged  by  the  Chairman,  confessed  to  be  that  of 
a  representative  of  the  College  of  Nursing,  Ltd.,  but 
announced  that  it  was  neither  speaking  for  nor 
against  the  resolution,  but  wanted  to  know,  first, 
what  were  the  numbers  of  the  Societies  which 
brought  forward  this  motion,  and  secondly,  what 
proof  there  was  that  a  shortage  of  nurses  existed. 
The  Chairman  called  upon  Miss  MacCallum  to 
answer.  She  informed  the  lady  that  the  numbers 
of  the  Societies  were  not  germane  to  the  subject 
matter  of  the  resolution.  She  also  offered  to  give 
the  College  of  Nursing,  if  they  desired  it,  sufficient 
proof  that  a  shortage  of  nurses  did  exist,  as  she 
had  the  matter  tabulated  in  her  office.  She, 
however,  expressed  surprise  that  the  College  had 
not  this  information  in  their  own  office. 

With  the  exception  of  this  slight  interlude,  the 
resolution  was  passed  unanimously,  and  a  great 
many  delegates  appended  their  signatures  to  the 
paper  which  had  been  drawn  up  ready  for  this 
purpose. 

Other  resolutions  were  passed  on  the  Russian 
famine,  housing,  and  unqualified  teachers  in  infant 
schools. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  committee  takes  place 
on  Tuesday,  July  nth,  and  it  was  agreed  to  con- 
vene a  conference  on  the  problem  of  the  cinema 
and  its  effect  on  children  and  young  people  towards 
the  end  of  July. 

This  Consultative  Committee  promises  to  be 
a  live  organisation,  and  a  means  whereby  the 
Nursing  Profession  can  both  learn  and  teach. 


LE  ITERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


WORD    FOR    THE    WEEK. 

Build  thee  more  stately  mansions,  O  my  soul. 
As  the  swift  seasons  roll ! 
Leave  thy  low-vaulted  past ! 
Let  each  new  temple — nobler  than  the  last — 
Shut  thee  from  heaven  with  a  dome  more  vast. 
Till  thou  at  length  art  free. 

Leaving  thine  outgrown  shell  by  life's  unresting 
sea.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes. 


Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
sill  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

THE  STATUS  OF  THE  NURSING  PROFESSION. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 

Dear  Madam,— Hundreds  of  nurses  must  feel 
as  I  do,  so  deeply  grateful  for  all  you  have  done 
to  raise  the  status  of  professional  nursing ;  but 
lately,  after  reading  reports  of  G.N.C.  meetings, 
one  feels  just  thinking  thoughts  of  gratitude 
and  admiration  for  all  you  have  done  is  not 
enough— one  longs  to  tell  you  so. 

May  I  tell  you  so  now,  and  thank  you  very  very 
much. 

Believe  me.  Yours  faithfully, 
E.  Pelham  Williams, 

Registered  Nurse. 
Chalfont  St.  Giles,  Bucks. 

KERNELS   FROM   CORRESPONDENCE. 

A  Duty  to  the  PasLic. 

Catherine  Turner. — "  Can  you  advise  ?  The 
Nurses'  Registration  Act  was  passed  for  our 
benefit,  and  to  save  the  public  from  incompetent 
and  inefficient  attendants.  In  spite  of  hating 
to  place  ourselves  under  the  present  General 
Nursing  Council,  isn't  it  our  pubhc  and  [profes- 
sional duty  to  register  ?  " 

[We  think  it  is  the  duty  of  trained  nurses  to 
register,  if  at  the  same  time  they  are  prepared  to 
claim  the  dignity  of  professional  self-government. 
—Ed.] 

Painted  Windows. 

Miss  Mary  C.  Davies. — "  I  make  a  point  when 
reading  books  and  papers  to  copy  in  a  notebook 
ideas  and  opinions  which  appeal  to  me.  '  Painted 
Windows,'  by  a  Gentleman  with  a  Duster,  is 
cram-full  of  tit-bits  which  the  G.N.C.  might  well 
take  to  heart. 

There  is  not  the  slightest  probability  that 
the  largest  crowd  will  ever  be  gathered  in  front 
of  the  narrow  gate.'  " — [Dean  Inge.) 

WHERE    TO     REGISTER. 

Apply  for  Application  Form  to  the  Registrar  : — 
England  and  Wales — 12,  York  Gate,  Regent's 

Park,  London,  N.W. 
Scotland — 13,  Melville  Street,  Edinburgh. 
Ireland — ^33,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 

OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

June  2/[th. — How  would  you  feed  a  nervous 
patient  whose  diet  is  left  to  your  discretion  ?  Give 
a  model  dietary  for  a  day. 

July  xst. — What  do  you  understand  by  endo- 
carditis ?  What  are  the  early  and  later  symptoms  ? 
What  are  the  chief  nursing  points  ? 
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QLAXO  BABY  BOOK. 

The  "  Glaxo  Baby  Book,"  published  at  Glaxo 
House,  36,  Osnaburgh  Street,  London,  N.W.i, 
which  is  now  in  its  fourteenth  edition,  contains  in 
very  attractive  and  simple  form  much  useful 
advice,  on  every  phase  of  Babyhood  from  birth 
to  three  years  of  age,  and  is  one  which  mothers 
will  do  well  to  keep  by  them  for  reference.  The 
cost  is  IS.  2d.,  post  free,  and  it  will  be  is.  2d. 
well  spent.  Its  value  is  increased  by  the  charming 
illustrations  of  Glaxo  Babies  which  it  contains, 
and  the  frontispiece  will  give  an  idea  of  the  extent 
of  the  Glaxo  Headquarters. 

The  Prefatory  Note  to  the  new  edition  tells 
us  that  "  the  high  function  of  this  book  is  to 
supply  to  the  mother  true  knowledge  of  the  actual 
facts  of  baby  life,  so  that  by  the  application  of  such 
knowledge,  baby  troubles  may  be  avoided,  and 
happiness  reign  in  the  home.  If,  however,  in 
spite  of  the  best  that  mother  can  do,  misfortunes 
come,  then  the  teaching  of  this  book  is  that  the 
best  obtainable  qualified  medical  advice  be  called 
upon  at  once." 

What  is  Glaxo  ? 

"Glaxo  is,"  we  are  told,  "pure,  fresh,  clean, .un- 
contaminated  cow's  milk,  with  the  proportions  of 
curd  (or  casein)  cream  (or  butter  fat),  and  mUk 
sugar  (lactose),  standardised  in  the  proportions 
which  medical  experience  has  found  most  suitable 
for  baby. 

The  Glaxo  process  extracts  the  water  from 
this  standardised  pure  milk,  and  transforms  the 
nourishing  solids  into  a  germ-free  powder,  so  that 
the  purity  and  freshness  of  the  orginal  standarised 
milk  are  fixed  or  retained  until  it  reaches  baby. 

Further  than  this,  the  Glaxo  Process  alters 
the  character  of  the  curd  so  that,  unlike  the 
curd  of  ordinary  milk  which  forms  a  dense  indi- 
gestible clot  (a  "  junket  ")  in  baby's  stomach, 
the  curd  in  Glaxo  forms  into  tiny  flaky  particles 
like  the  lactalj?umin  of  breast  milk,  all  of  which 
baby  can  comfortably  digest,  and  so  obtain  all 
the  nourishment  from  all  the  Glaxo  he  swallows. 
That  is  why  Glaxo  does  not  cause  flatulence  or 
indigestion. 

Full  cream  dried  milk,  such  as  Glaxo,  has  been 
proved  by  scientists  '  to  contain  the  accessory 
food  substances  '  indispensable  for  proper  growth 
of  baby  ;  that  is,  the  vital  principles  of  the  rich, 
fresh  cow's  milk  from  which  it  is  made,  remain 
effective. 

Glaxo  is  packed  in  bags  which  are  inserted  into 
sealed  vessels  ;  consequently,  if  the  lid  is  firmly 
replaced  after  the  necessary  quantity  is  removed 
for  each  feed,  the  Glaxo-fed  baby  has  a  permanent 
supply  of  digestible,  germ-free,  pure,  uncontamin- 
ated  standardised  milk." 

We  think  that  the  Glaxo  Baby  Book  has  a 
great  future  before  it,  and  should  be  of  much  use 
for  the  practical  advice  it  contains  to  those  whose 
duty  it  is  to  give  instruction  to  mothers  in  Ante- 


Natal  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  The  mothers 
themselves  will  also  benefit  by  securing  and 
studying  a  copy  of  the  book,  for  it  is  written  in 
simple  language,  without  technical  terms,  and 
answers  many  questions  which  are  apt  to  worry 
"  the  perplexed  mother." 
We  cordially  recommend  it. 


CENTRAL  MIDWIVES  BOARD. 

PENAL  CASES. 

A  Special  Meeting  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  was  held  at  i,  Queen  Anne's  Gate  Buildings 
on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  May  31st,  for  the 
hearing  of  charges  alleged  against  seven  certified 
midwives. 

Struck  off  the  Roll,  and  Certificate  Cancelled. — 
Midwife  Priscilla  Baker  (No.  31534),  Midwife  Mary 
Laycock  (No.  18874),   Midwife  Ann  Wheeler  (No, 

3647)- 

Censured. — (Report  to  be  asked  for  from  L.S.A. 
in  three  and  six  months'  time) . — Midwife  Catherine 
Clarkson  (No.  12641). 

Cautioned. — Midwife  Rose  Ann  Borrowdale  (No. 
49601),  Midwife  Hilda  Lauterstein  (No.  43180). 

Judgment  Postponed  (Report  to  be  asked  for  from 
L.S.A.  in  three  and  six  months'  time). — Midwife 
Charlotte  Ellen  Risebrook  (No.  31101). 

EXAMINATION  PAPER. 

1 .  What  is  meant  by  the  ante-natal  examination 
of  pregnant  women  ?  Explain  fully  what  dangers 
in  pregnancy  and  labour  this  will  avoid. 

2.  How  would  you  recognise  a  right  occipito- 
posterior  position  of  the  vertex  ?  What  may  be 
the  course  of  labour  in  such  a  case  ? 

3.  Why  is  breast  feeding  better  than  bottle 
feeding  ?  What  are  the  essential  differences 
between  human  and  cow's  milk  ?  What  is  your 
duty  in  the  event  of  a  mother  not  being  able  to 
nurse  her  baby  ? 

4.  A  baby's  head  is  born  but  the  shoulders  do 
not  follow  with  the  next  pain.  What  may  cause 
the  delay,  and  what  would  you  do  ? 

5.  What  conditions  of  the  mother  do  you  con- 
sider to  be  infectious,  and  what  are  your  duties  if 
in  attendance  on  an  infectious  case  ? 

6.  What  are  the  questions  to  be  asked  and  the 
points  to  be  observed  on  your  first  three  visits 
during  the  lying-in  period  ? 


It  is  reported  from  New  York  that  Professor 
James  Mavor,  of  Union  College,  has  announced 
successful  experiments  for  altering  the  sex  of 
banaflies  by  the  application  of  ex-rays  to  the  eggs. 

It  is  not  believed  that  the  process  is  applicable 
to  human  beings,  but  it  is  important  as  showing 
that  the  heredity  mechanism  can  be  altered  by 
external  means. 
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EDITORIAL. 

THE     PEOPLE'S    DEMONSTRATION 
FOR    PEACE. 

On  July  29th,  all  over  the  world,  the  peoples 
will  hold  g^reat  processions  and  demonstrations 
to  express  their  overwhelming  determination 
that  there  shall  be  no  more  war,  and  to  send 
out  the  united  cry,  "Never  Again."  In 
France,  Germany,  Holland,  Sweden,  Austria, 
Czecho  -  Slovakia,  Hungar}',  Switzerland, 
Spain,  the  United  States  of  America,  this  cr)- 
will  go  out.  In  all  the  big  towns  of  Great 
Britain  schemes  are  being  carried  out.  In 
London  there  will  be  five  great  processions 
converging  on  Hyde  Park,  women  of  all 
classes,  political  groups,  and  religious  bodies 
will  unite  and  join  with  some  of  these  proces- 
sions, and  the  contingent  representing  the 
profession  of  nursing,  the  members  of  which 
have  come  so  near  the  horrors  of  war,  will 
send  many  voices  to  swell  the  great  cry  for 
peace.  W.ir,  always  terrible,  is  no  longer  the 
hand-to-hand  fight,  in  which  flesh  and  blood 
fought  with  flesh  and  blood,  and  the  best  man 
was  the  victor.  It  is  now  a  fight  in  which 
flesh  and  blood  is  called  upon  to  engage  in  a 
struggle  with  an  unseen  foe,  who  hurls  from 
a  distance  the  most  devilish  mechanical  imple- 
ments of  destruction  that  science  can  devise. 

Read  the  noble  words  in  w^hich  Marshal 
Petain,  the  heroic  defender  of  Verdun,  de- 
scribed at  a  banquet  given  in  his  honour — con- 
jointly with  that  of  M.  and  Mme.  Poincar^ — 
by  the  London  Ladies'  Committee  of  the 
British  League  of  Help  on  Saturday  last,  the 
conditions  endured  by  its  heroic  defenders. 

"  Under  a  hurricane  of  shells  and  in  a  whirl- 
wind of  mud  and  iron,  flame  and  gas  baffling 
description,  the  combatants  foug'ht  their 
dogged  battle  for  every  inch  of  ground,  not 
knowing  what  was  going  on  around  them. 
Before  the  physical  bodv  was  inevitably  de- 
stroyed the  nerves  were  worn  out  and  the 
spirit  crushed.  In  this  hell  it  was  only  the 
highest  moral  obligation  dominating  the  in- 
stincts of  our  men  which  held  them  to  their 
ground.        Our  determination   sprang  from   a 


purer  source  than  that  of  Germany,  who  served 
an  ideal  of  might  and  pride.  We  were  fight- 
ing for  our  very  soil,  for  our  wives,  our  chil- 
dren, and  for  that  civilisation  of  ours  without 
which  life  itself  would  be  unendurable.  On 
the  battlefield  of  Verdun  bayonets  may  be  seen 
rising  from  the  ground  fixed  on  rifles  still 
grasped  by  dead  hands.  They  mark  the 
trenches  in  which  the  battalions  of  la  Vendee, 
one  of  the  old  religious  provinces  of  France, 
were  cut  to  pieces.  The  men  who  fought 
there,  under  a  terrific  bombardment,  remained 
unflinching  at  their  posts  and  waited  for  death, 
praying  aloud  like  the  martyrs  of  old.  The 
majority  were  killed  or  buried  alive  by  shells. 
The  bayonets  which  bristled  from  the  trenches, 
now  the  tomb  of  these  heroes,  tell  their  own 
story  of  the  fierce  determination  displayed  by 
these  workers  of  the  soil,  resulting  from  their 
high  sense  of  duty,  and  their  ingrained  quali- 
ties of  patience  and  endurance." 

Who  that  has  stood  on  the  heights  which 
surround  this  picturesque  city  on  the  banks  of 
the  beautiful  Meuse,  and  visited  the  forts  of 
Vaux  and  Douamont,  realising  somewhat  the 
superb  valour  and  unconquerable  spirit  of  its 
defenders,  can  fail  to  realise  the  brutality  of 
modem  war,  or  to  pray,  standing  on  this 
holy  ground,  for  the  time  when  war  shall 
cease.  No  man  should  be  called  upon  to 
endure  what  these  heroes  suffered,  and  nurses 
especiallv  will  re-echo  the  words  of  Marshal 
P6tain  :  ' 

"  For  all  time,  the  women  and  children  of 
France  will  scatter  over  your  graves,  as  over 
ours,  the  flowers  of  the  battlefield,  in  the  stems 
of  which  flows  the  blood  of  those  departed 
heroes.  In  future  days  around  the  same 
sanctuaries  the  people  will  meet,  brought 
together  from  your  country  and  from  ours  by 
memories  which  are  one.  Such  meetings  will 
serve  to  draw  our  two  nations  ever  closer  by 
ties  of  grief  and  sorrow,  which  bind  more 
firmly  than  those  of  triumph.  May  the  living, 
remembering  that  the  dead  so  generously 
shared  all  sacrifices,  be  determined  in  the 
struggles  of  peace  to  help  each  other  with  the 
same  confidence." 
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OUR     PRIZE    COMPETITION. 


HOW  WOULD  YOU  FEED  A  NERVOUS  PATIENT  WHOSE 

DIET    IS    LEFT    TO     YOUR     DISCRETION  ?       QIVE    A 

MODEL    DIETARY    FOR   A   DAY. 

We  have  pleasure  in  awarding-  the  prize  this 
week  to  Miss  M^na  M.  G.  Bielby,  Cranford, 
Middlesex. 

PRIZE     PAPER. 

In  the  case  of  a  nervous  patient  the  pre- 
dominance of  the  psychic  factor  in  relation  to 
feeding  should  never  be  forgotten  for  a 
moment.  Any  painful  emotion,  by  affecting 
the  nerves  of  the  stomach,  will  interfere  with 
the  process  of  assimilation,  and  may  cause 
acute  indigestion.  The  appetite  is  capricious 
and  the  fancy  often  morbid ;  therefore,  from 
first  to  last,  feeding  should  be  made  a  matter 
of  pleasure  to  the  patient,  remembering  the 
importance  of  anticipation  based  on  pleasant 
retrospect,  and  the  power  to  raise  the  spirits 
and  stimulate  the  gastric  juices  held  by  cheer- 
ful colours  and  the  daintiest  of  table  appoint- 
ments. Music  or  talk  during  meals,  according 
to  the  taste  of  the  patient,  should  be  provided ; 
but  no  serious  discussion  should  be  allowed, 
above  all  no  physiological  references. 

At  the  outset  I  should  ascertain  from  a  reli- 
able authority  the  foods  for  which  the  patient 
has  a  preference  or  a  dislike.  I  should  make 
friends  with  the  cook,  emphasising  her  col- 
laboration. I  should  not  give  the  patient  the 
same  dinner  twice  in  a  month,  except  by 
special  request.  Digestion  being  a  process 
which  extends  hours  after  a  meal,  there  is  no 
period  of  the  24  hours  when  a  patient's  tran- 
quillity may  be  disturbed  with  impunity,  but 
special  care  is  needed  for  half-an-hour  before 
each  meal  and  for  one  hour  after  it.  A  half- 
hour  spent  after  breakfast  in  discussing  the 
lighter  side  of  the  day's  news  yields  better 
results  than  does  "  getting  on  with  the  work." 

The  diet  should  exclude  all  that  would  cause 
expenditure  of  blood  and  nervous  energy  in 
digesting  superfluous  food.  Hence  the  finest 
wheatmeal  should  entirely  replace  starchy 
white  flour.  Reynolds's  wheatmeal  or  Hovis 
flour  and  bread  can  easily  be  obtained.  Wheat- 
meal is  rich  in  iron  and  phosphorus;  it  con- 
tains abundant  mineral  salts  in  easily  diges- 
tible form,  proteids,  fats  and  starches  of  the 
grain,  as  well  as  small  quantities  of  ferment, 
which  aids  the  digestion  of  fats.  It  prevents 
constipation. 

Nervous  patients  require  abundance  of  fat 
in  easily  digestible  form.  Therefore  milk, 
cream,  butter  and  olive  oil  should  be  freely 
given.     Unless  the  milk  supply  be  above  sus- 


picion, dried  milk  should  be  used.  Glaxo, 
which  contains  25  per  cent,  of  butter-fat,  is 
specially  valuable,  also  Plasmon.  Tea  and 
coffee,  if  much  desired,  may  be  given  in  the 
form  of  China  tea,  and  Allen  &  Hanburys' 
"  Cafe  Vierge,"  made  with  milk.  A  tumbler- 
full  of  water,  hot  or  coJd,  sipped  slowly  half  an 
hour  before  meals,  is  advisable.  Very  chilly 
patients  may  have  oatmeal  porridge  with  milk 
for  breakfast. 

Vegetables. — Onions  should  be  given  fre- 
quently ;  also  spinach,  which  is  rich  in  iron. 
Carrots  grated  before  cooking,  lettuce  daily, 
cauliflowers,  green  peas  and  tomatoes.  AH 
vegetables  should  be  steamed,  and  potatoes 
boiled  in  their  jackets. 

Fish. — Sole,  plaice,  sprats,  sardines,  cod, 
halibut,  and  salmon.  Steaming,  or  baking  in 
a  paper  bag,  is  the  best  method  of  cooking. 

Meat. — This  is  not  essential,  mutton.  Iamb, 
and  chicken  being  the  most  suitable.  Grated 
cheese  is  equally  nutritious  and  digestible,  also 
cream  cheeses. 

Fruits. — Dates,  grapes,  apples,  and  pine- 
apple are  the  best. 

Drinks.  —  Freshly  made  still  lemonade, 
barley-water,  koumiss,  buttermilk. 

No  condiments  should  be  used,  with  con- 
servative modes  of  cooking,  as  they  cause 
thirst  just  when  fluid  in  the  stomach  is  unad- 
visable.  Exclude  alcohol  and  vinegar.  Supply 
abundant  oxygen. 

7  a.m. — Cup  of  hot  water  or  freshly  made 
tea. 

8  a.m. — Poached  egg,  Hovis  bread-and- 
butter  and  toast,  honey,  hot  milk. 

10.45  a.m. — Large  cup  of  Allenburys'  milk 
cocoa. 

1. 15  p.m. — Plaice,  filleted,  and  garnished 
with  finely  chopped  parsley ;  potatoes  mashed 
with  Plasmon  milk,  junket  with  clotted  cream. 

4.30  p.m. — Freshly  made  tea  or  Plasmon 
cocoa,  wheatmeal  bread-and-butter,  shortbread. 

7  p.m. — Tomato  so'up  (2  ounces  in  cup), 
lamb  cutlet,  wheatmeal  bread,  spinach ;  baked 
apples  and  cream. 

10  p.m. — Cup  of  hot  Glaxo  and  Plasmon 
biscuits. 

HONOURABLE     MENTION   . 

The  following-  competitors  receive  honour- 
able mention  : — Miss  P.  Thomson,  Miss  M. 
James,  Miss  Anderson,  Miss  N.  Baldwin. 

QUESTION   FOR    NEXT    WEEK. 

What  do  you  understand  by  endocarditis? 
What  are  the  early  and  later  symptoms? 
What  are  the  chief  nursing  points? 
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STATEMENT    WITHDRAWN. 

We  hope  our  readers  will  note  that  at  the 
Meeting  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for 
England  and  Wales,  held  at  the  Ministry  of 
Health  on  Friday,  June  i6th,  a  letter  was  read 
by  the  Chairman  from  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick 
requiring  that  the  statement  made  at  a  pre- 
vious meeting  by  Dr.  E.  W.  Goodall,  Chair- 
man of  the  Registration  Committee,  should  be 
publicly  withdrawn. 

The  statement  made  was  that  Mrs.  Fenwick 
had  "  scrutinised  "  the  Applications  and 
Paj>ers  of  four  nurses  holding  conjoint  Certifi- 
cates (which  had  presumably  been  passed  by 
the  Registrar)  recommended  by  the  Registra- 
tion Committee,  and  registered  by  the  Council 
on  April  21st  ult.,  and  which  were  not  eligible 
for  registration  under  the  Statutory  Rules. 

Dr.  Goodall  owned  that  he  had  made  the 
statement  upon  information  received  froin  the 
Registrar,  and  withdrew  it. 

So  far  so  good.  For  months  past  false 
statements  have  emanated,  apparently  from 
the  Office  of  the  Council,  concerning  Mrs. 
«  Fenwick.  When  made  behind  her  back,  at  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  elsewhere,  such  state- 
ments are  difficult  to  disprove,  but  when  made 
face  to  face  in  the  Council  the  same  difficulty 
does  not  arise. 

Should  this  campaign  of  calumny  be  encour- 
aged for  the  future,  Mrs.  Fenwick  will  take 
effective  measures  to  protect  her  professional 
and  personal  reputation. 

1  »  I • 

NURSING    ECHOES. 

The  Lady  Mayoress  has  issued  invitations 
to  a  party  at  the  Mansion  House,  from  9  to  11 
on  Wednesday,  July  12th,  to  memibers  of  the 
Territorial  Army  Nursing  Service,  of  the  City 
and  County  of  London,  and  others;  uniform 
(Territorial!  or  Civil)  with  badges  and  decora- 
tions will  be  worn.  Since  a  Lady  Mayoress 
issued  invitations  to  a  similar  party  the  Great 
War  has  convulsed  the  world  and  the  T.A.N.S. 
has  had  its  baptism  of  fire.  The  decorations 
to  be  worn  at  the  Mansion  House  will  indicate, 
that  its  members  did  their  duty  in  alleviating 
the  resulting  suffering  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 


As  we  go  to  press,  the  Overseas  Nursing 
Association  is  holding  its  Annual  Meeting  at 
Kent  House,  Knightsbridge,  S.W.,  by  kind 
invitation  of  Mrs.  Saxton  Noble,  Her  Royal 
Hig'hness  Princess  Beatrice,  Patron  of  the 
Association,  being  present,  and  its  President, 
Lord  Gladstone,  in  the  chair. 

The    twenty-sixth    Annual    Report    of    the 


Association  (formerly  the  Colonial  Nursing 
Association)  states  that  the  number  of  O.N. A. 
Nurses  who  have  been  employed  abroad  dur- 
ing the  year  is  467,  of  whom  104  have  been 
working  as  Private  Nurses,  and  in  Hospitals 
not  under  Government,  13  in  the  Dominions, 
and  325  in  Government  Hospitals  in  the 
Crown  Colonies. 

During  the  year  the  Association  has  selected 
two  Matrons  for  the  Government  Hospitals  in 
Palestine,  and  a  Matron  for  the  Mental  Hos- 
pital at  Bethlehem.  Two  Nurses  have  been 
sent  to  the  Anglo-American  Nursing  Associa- 
tion in  Guatemala,  and  a  Nursing  Sister  has 
been  sent  to  the  British  and  American  Hos- 
pital, Valparaiso.  Four  Nurses  have  been 
selected  for  the  General  Hospital  in  Bermuda, 
and  a  Nursing  Sister  has  also  been  selected 
for  a  Venereal  Disease  Centre  in  Uganda, 
where  her  knowledge  of  that  branch  of  nursing 
should  prove  of  great  value. 


A  Reunion  of  Nurses  will  take  place  at  the 
North  Middlesex  Hospital,  Silver  Street,  Ed- 
monton, on  July  14th,  when  a  hearty  welcome 
will  be  extended  to  all  former  Sisters  and 
Nurses  who  are  able  to  attend.  There  will  be 
a  short  service  in  the  Chapel  at  3.30,  when  an 
Address  will  be  given  by  the  Rev.  R.  C.  Evill, 
Vicar  of  Edmonton  and  Chaplain  to  the  Hos- 
pital. The  hospital  grounds  should  be  looking 
beautiful,  and  the  function  will  no  doubt  be 
most  enjoyable.       

The  remark  made  in  an  article  in  the 
Weekly  Dispatch  by  the  Matron  of  St. 
Thomas's  Hospital  as  to  a  "  recent  decision 
to  debar  two  nurses  from  their  certificates  for 
using  scent  "  referred  evidently  to  the  Pad- 
dington  Hospital,  which  has  recently  received 
so  much  publicity  owing  to  the  report  of  the 
outside  examiner  of  the  nurses.  Miss  Millicent 
Ashdown,  which  we  published  last  week. 

Feeling  sure,  from  our  knowledge  of  this 
school  and  of  its  able  Matron,  Miss  Copeman^ 
that  no  probationers  connected  with  it  could 
have  been  deprived  of  their  certificates  for  so 
insufficient  a  reason,  we  communicated  with 
Miss  Copeman,  and  found  that  no  such  mis- 
carriage of  justice  had  taken  place.  Further- 
more, she  assured  us  that  the  nursing  staff 
do  not  use  scent,  scented  soap  being  the  out- 
side limit  indulged  in  in  that  direction. 

We  are  in  agreement  with  much  that  Miss 
Lloyd  Still  writes,  but  we  think  it  important 
that  the  public  should  not  be  allowed  to  sup- 
pose that  nurses  are  deprived  of  the  rightful 
reward  of  three  years'  hard  work  and  study 
on  any  such  trivial  pretext. 
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The  new  Home  for  the  Hammersmith  Dis- 
trict Nurses  is  to  be  called  the  Nightingale 
Shore  Home,  and  will  be  formally  opened  by 
H.R.H.  Princess  Louise  on  the  ist  July,  when 
the  little  Guest  Room  for  Queen's  Nurses  will 
be  dedicated.  All  subscribers  to  the  Nightin- 
gale Shore  Memorial  will  receive  a  card  of 
invitation  to  the  opening  on  sending  a  stamped 
addressed  envelope  to  Miss  Rogers,  10,  Mall 
Road,  Hammersmith,  W.6. 


Head  Nurse  Wilson  has  oiir  sympathy. 

Clitheroe  Guardians  have  reaffirmed  their 
decision  that  her  dog  must  leave  the  work- 
house infirmary.  For  a  fortnight  the  nurse 
has  been  keeping  the  dog  against  the  orders 
of  the  guardians. 

Much  public  sympathy  has  been  aroused  by 
the  nurse's  defence  of  her  pet,  and  at  the 
meeting  Mr.  Hargreaves  mentioned  that  re- 
cently drunken  men  have  been  prowling  round 
the  institution.  He  thought  the  nurses  should 
have  some  protection. 

Several  members  expressed  fears  that  the 
dog  might  attack  patients,  and  Mr.  Har- 
greaves said  it  could  not  bite. 

"  What  good  is  it  then?  "  asked  a  member, 
amid  laughter. 

Another  member  asserted  that  it  was  lame 
and  was  "neither  use  nor  ornament." 
(Laughter.)  "  I  don't  understand  how  the 
nurse  became  attached  to  it,"  he  said,  which 
prompted  another  member  to  remark  :  "  Well, 
look  at  me;  but  somebody  loves  me." 
(Laughter.) 

Asked  what  she  proposed  to  do  with  the 
dog,  Miss  Wilson  said,  "  I  don't  know;  it  is 
a  shame." 

So  it  is  And  the  callous  treatment  of  Miss 
Wilson's  affection  for  her  loyal  companion 
adds  insult  to  injury. 


Several  weeks'  strenuous  activity  on  the 
part  of  the  Matron,  staff,  and  friends  of  the 
Grimsby  and  District  Nursing  Institution  had 
a  reward  recently  when  a  bazaar  produced  the 
handsome  sum  of  ;^8o. 

Much  trouble  had  been  taken,  and  the 
garden  of  the  Home  presented  a  picturesque 
and  attractive  spectacle.  Flags  and  bunting 
gave  a  festive  touch,  whilst  tastefully  arranged 
stalls  proved  a  lure  to  the  company  which 
gathered.  

Kai  Tiaki,  the  Journal  of  the  Nurses  of  New 
Zealand,  in  the  latest  issue  to  hand,  opens  with 
sensible  editorial  remarks  on  the  Economic 
Position  of  Nurseisi :  "  At  present  we  learn  that 
the  position  of  private  nurses  is  not  satisfac- 
tory, owing  greatly  to  the  general  financial 
stress  which   affects   every   part   of   the  com- 


munity .  .  .  yet  we  learn  that  every  ship 
brings  nurses,  who  apply  for  registration  in 
New  Zealand  and  seek  posts. 

"  In  other  times  we  would  welcome  these 
nurses,  many  of  whom  are  very  highly  qualified 
and  fine  women,  and  have  seen  long  war 
service ;  but  just  now  it  is  impossible  to  en- 
courage them  or  to  receive  them  as  they  have 
a  right  to  expect. 

"  Many  letters  are  received  from  nurses 
anxious  to  come  out  and  at  the  same  time  to 
be  assured  of  a  position,  but  these  are  advised 
to  remain  where  they  are  rather  than  to  risk 
coming  out  without  any  definite  prospects, 
unless,  indeed,  they  have  friends  or  money 
and  can  afford  to  wait.   .   .   . 

"  In  regard  to  private  nursing,  we  still  hear 
complaints  from  private  nurses  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  profession  are  in  many 
cases  not  loyal  to  the  sister  profession,  and  are 
still  frequently  in  the  habit  of  working  with 
unqualified  women. 

"  This  is  a  matter  which  should  be  seriously 
taken  up  by  the  Central  Council  at  its  triennial 
meeting  in  November." 

LEAGUE  NEWS. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Leicester  Royal 
Infirmary  Nurses'  League  was  held  in  the  Recrea- 
tion Room  of  the  Nurses'  Home  on  Tuesday,  June 
13th.  Many  letters  of  regret  for  absence  had  been 
received,  and  the  inclement  weather  prevented 
many  more  members  from  coming  ;  but  everyone 
was  delighted  to  welcome  Miss  Rogers.  The 
President,  Miss  Vincent,  R.R.C.,  was  in  the  chair, 
and  Miss  Knaggs,  R.R.C.,  one  of  the  Vice-Presi- 
dents, was  also  present.  Miss  Vincent,  in  her 
opening  speech,  referred  to  the  exclusion  of  nurses 
from  unemployment  insurance,  and  said  that 
some  societies  were  hoping  to  obtain  a  return  of 
part  of  the  payments  already  made  ;  as  the  money 
had  been  used,  she  was  afraid  they  would  not  have 
much  success.  Plans  for  a  Nurses'  Superannuation 
Fund  were  being  discussed,  but,  so  far,  had  not 
taken  shape.  The  proposed  increase  in  the  sub- 
scription was  carried  unanimously,  the  present 
subscription  of  3s.  6d.  not  being  sufficient  to  pay 
expenses,  and  the  Hon.  Treasurer  hoped  that 
members  would  find  5s.  easier  to  remember.  The 
cost  of  the  Journal  was  discussed,  and  it  was 
decided  that  reports  of  meetings  should  be  sum- 
marised, not  reported  in  full. 

A  grant  of  £s  3s.  towards  the  cost  of  a  Nursing 
Section  at  the  Woman's  Exhibition  at  Olympia 
was  made  :  as  the  members  thought  that  all  oppor- 
tunities of  emphasising  the  importance  of  Nurse 
Training  should  be  taken. 

The  question  of  the  proposed  new  League  Banner 
was  deferred. 

Miss  Ogden  proposed,  and  Miss  Crossbill 
seconded,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Miss  Vincent  for 
presiding,  which  was  carried  unanimously. 

The  members  then  adjourned  to  the  Nurses' 
sitting-room  for  tea  and  exchange  of  reminiscences. 
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THE  GENERAL  NURSING  COUNCIL  FOR 
ENGLAND    AND    WALES. 

The  twenty-fifth  meeting  of  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  England  and  Wales  was  held  at  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  Whitehall,  on  Friday,  June 
i6th.  Sir  WUmot  P.  Herringham,  K.C.M.G., 
C.B.,  F.R.C.P.,  M.D.,  Chairman  of  the  CouncU, 
presiding. 

Before  the  meeting  opened,  the  Chairman  said 
that  proofs  of  the  Voting  Paper  for  Nurse-members 
of  the  Council  at  the  forthcoming  election  would 
be  sent  to  members  of  the  Council,  and  asked  for 
suggestions  and  emendations  to  be  sent  to  the 
office  in  time  to  be  considered  by  the  Registration 
Committee  on  Friday,  23rd  inst. 

Minutes. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  asked  whj'-  the  Resolu- 
tion which  was  on  the  Agenda,  proposed  by  her 
and  discussed,  had  been  omitted  from  the 
minutes  ?  She  asked  that  it  should  be  inserted  in 
the  minutes,  and  this  was  agreed. 

Correspondence. 

A  letter  from  the  Colonial  Office,  on  behalf  of 
Mr.  Secretary  Churchill,  informed  the  Council 
that  the  Governments  of  British  Guiana,  Jamaica 
and  Trinidad  had  been  asked  to  consider  nursing 
legislation.  Mr.  Churchill  considered  that  no 
useful  purpose  would  be  served  by  communi- 
cating with  other  Crown  Colonies.  In  regard 
to  Fiji,  which  had  been  specially  mentioned, 
Mr.  Churchill  was  of  opinion  that  if  the  trained 
nurses  there  were  dissatisfied  with  present  con- 
ditions they  should  bring  the  matter  before  the 
Colonial  Government. 

The  Chairman  then  read  a  letter  from  Miss 
Herbert,  8,  Porchester  Square,  W.,  drawing 
attention  to  the  position  of  Existing  Nurses  under 
the  Nurses'  Registration  Act,  1919,  and  expressing 
the  opinion  that  it  was  obvious  that  the  Minister 
of  Health  and  Parhament  never  contemplated 
the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  present  Rules. 
Under  Section  9,  Clause  (f)  of  the  Rules,  a  Super- 
intendent Nurse  under  the  Poor  Law  was  recog- 
nised as  eligible,  her  professional  status  sufficed, 
but  that  applied  only  to  the  Poor  Law ;  and 
amongst  civilian  nurses,  one  who  had  trained 
pupils  who  were  eligible  for  registration,  might 
herself  be  ineligible.  There  were  also  a  good 
number  of  general  nurses  whose  training  did  not 
conform  to  Rule  9  (i),  but  was  higher  than  required 
by  9  (a)  and  (b). 

Though  the  Minister  of  Health  h^d  signed  the 
Rules,  the  writer  enquired  whether  the  Council 
had  not  thought  any  revision  necessary  to  enable 
them  to  deal  with  applications  on  their  individual 
merits. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  enquired  whether  the  writer  of 
the  letter  was  in  the  office  of  the  College  of  Nursing 
and  Miss  Cox-Davies  said  not  at  the  present 
time. 

The  Chairman  proposed  that  the  letter  should 
be  referred  to  the  Registration  Committee,   and 


that  they  be  asked  to  consider  whether  the  Council 
should  ask  for  power  to  consider  individual  cases 
on  their  merits,  and  cognate  questions.  Anomalies 
did  exist,  and  a  case  was  to  be  brought  up  in 
Parliament. 

Miss  MacCallum  said  that,  having  induced 
several  nurses  to  register  with  some  difficulty 
on  the  assurance  that  at  least  one  year's  general 
training  was  required,  she  thought  it  would  be 
unfair  to  them  if  a  lower  standard  were  accepted. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  understood  that  the 
lady  claimed  that  the  Council  had  not  been  so 
liberal  as  it  should  have  been. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  the  Council 
was  required  to  satisfy  itself  that  the  persons 
registered  had  "  adequate  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence of  the  nursing  of  the  sick."  When  it  frajned 
the  Rules  it  considered  that  a  year's  training  in  a 
General  Hospital  or  Poor  Law  Infirmary  was  the 
minimum  which  should  be  required. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  proposed,  and  Sir  Jenner 
Verrall  seconded,  that  the  Registration  Com- 
mittee should  have  power  to  take  a  legal  opinion. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  that  the  Rules 
commended  themselves  to  the  Minister  of  Health 
who  drafted  the  Act,  and  they  had  been  signed, 
and  laid  before  Parliament. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  Council  authorise  the 
Registration  Committee  to  obtain  a  legal  opinion. 

The  Chairman  further  referred  to  the  letter  of 
a  nurse,  who  enquired  why  she  had  not  received 
her  registration  certfficate,  and  said  that  her  name 
had  been  passed  a  month  ago  but  they  were  not 
able  to  keep  the  Register  abreast  with  the  passed 
list.  He  saw  no  reason  why  the  names  should 
not  be  published,  or  a  postcard  sent  to  applicants 
whose  names  the  Council  decided  to  place  on  the 
Register. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  proposed  that  the 
postcard  should  be  issued.  The  Act  was  passed 
for  the  Registration  of  Nurses,  and  she  considered 
the  expense  entailed  justifiable.  It  would  allay 
dissatisfaction,  and  set  the  minds  of  the  nurses 
at  rest. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  seconded  the  proposal. 
It  was  agreed  that  this  course  should  be  adopted. 

•Report  of  the  Mental  Nursing  Committee. 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  then  moved  that  his 
Report  be  received.     He  reported  : — 

The  Committee  has  met  once — on  June  7th. 

1 .  To  report  that  arrangements  have  been  made 
for  a  joint  conference  between  the  Education  and 
Examination  Committee  and  the  Mental  Nursing 
Committee  with  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Mental  Nursing  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Control. 
This  conference  will  be  held  on  July  12th,  at 
2.30  p.m.,  at  the  Offices  of  the  Council. 

2.  To  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  Syllabus 
on  Mental  Nursing  which  was  circulated  on 
April  13th  to  all  members  of  the  Council,  with  the 
corrections  : — 

Dr.  Bedford  Pierce  drew  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  the  fact  that  in  moving  that  the 
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Syllabus  on '^Mental  Nursing  should  be  adopted 
the  Committee  recommended  one  or  two  minor 
alterations.  The  one  correction  of  importance  was 
that  Section  X  should  be  omitted.  The  copy  of 
the  Syllabus  had  been  sent  to  Scotland. 

He  moved  that  the  Report  be  adopted  and  this 
was  agreed. 

Report  of  the  Education  and  Hxamination 
Committee. 

Miss  Dowbiggin  moved  that  the  Report  of 
the  Education  and  Examination  Committee  be 
received.     She  reported  : — 

The  Committee  met  on  May  i8th  and  25th,  and 
on  June  ist. 

I. — The  correspondence  (appended)  was  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee. 

(i)  Letter  from  Deputy  Clerk. 

(2)  Letter  from  Lieut. -Colonel  Goodall. 

It  was  decided  to  recommend  to  the  Council 
that  the  Education  and  Examination  Committee 
consider  that  there  is  not  sufficient  time  in  the 
three  years'  training  to  allow  of  any  time  being 
spent  in  a  mental  hospital. 

II. — To.  report  that  the  conditions  for  recog- 
tion  of  General  and  Poor  Law  Hospitals  as  training 
schools  for  nurses  are  still  under  consideration. 

III. — To  report  that  arrangements  are  being 
made  for  the  Conference  on  the  Examination 
Syllabus,  with  representatives  of  the  Training 
Schools,  both  of  the  larger  and  smaller  group,  and 
of  the  Association  of  Poor  Law  Unions,  for  Thurs- 
day, July  13th,  at  II  a.m.,  at  the  Rooms  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Medicine,  i,  Wimpole  Street, 
of  which  notice  will  be  circulated  later. 

IV. — To  recommend  that  the  preliminary  list 
of  Poor  Law  Hospitals  (appended)  be  approved  by 
the  Council  as  Training  Schools. 

Preliminary  List  of  Approved  Poor  Law 
Hospitals. 

London. 

Bermondsey  and  Rotherhithe  Hospital,  S.E.16. 

Bethnal  Green  Hospital,  Cambridge  Road,  E.2. 

Camberwell  Infirmary,  S.E.5. 

Chelsea  Infirmary,  Gale  Street,  S.W.3. 

Fulham  Infirmary,  Hammersmith. 

Greenwich  and  Deptford  Hospital,  S.E.io. 

Hackney  Union  Infirmary,  Homerton,  E.g. 

Hampstead,  New  End  Hospital,  N.W.3. 

Lambeth  Infirmary,  Kennington,  S.E.ii. 

Lewisham  Hospital,  Lewisham,  S.E.13. 

Mile  End  Hospital,  Bancroft  Road,  E.i. 

North  Middlesex  Hospital,  Edmonton,  N.13. 

Paddington  Hospital,  W.g. 

St.  Andrew's  Hospital,  Bow,  E.3. 

St.  James'  Infirmary,  Wandsworth. 

St.  Mary  Islington  Infirmary,  Highgate  Hill,  N. 

St.  Mary  Abbott's  Infirmary,  Kensington. 

St.  Marylebone  Hospital,  North  Kensington. 

St.  Pancras,  North  Infirmary. 

St.  Pancras,  South  Infirmary. 

St.  Leonard's  Hospital,  Shoreditch,  N. 

Southwark  Hospital,  East  Dulwich  Grove,  S.E.22. 

Westminster,  City  of,  Infirmary,  Fulham  Road. 


Whipps  Cross  Hospital,  Leytonstone,  E.ii. 
Willesden  Infirmary,  Willesden,  N.W.io. 

Provinces. 

Ashton-under-Lyne,  Lake  Hospital. 

Birkenhead,  Union  Infirmary. 

Birmingham,  Dudley  Road  Hospital. 

Birmingham,  Selly  Oak  Hospital. 

Blackburn,  Union  Infirmary  (Queen's  Park  Hospital). 

Bolton,  Townleys  Hospital. 

Bradford,  St.  Luke's  Hospital. 

Brentford,  West  Middlesex  Hospital. 

Burnley,  Union  Infirmary. 

Cardiff,  Union  Hospital. 

Coventry,  Union  Infirmary. 

Croydon,  Union  Infirmary. 

Dewsbury,  StaincUffe  Infirmary. 

Ecclesall  Bierlow,  Institution  Infirmary,  Sheffield. 

Gateshead,  Union  Hospital. 

Leicester,  North  Evington  Infirmary. 

Liverpool,  Brownlow  Hill  Hospital. 

Liverpool,  Mill  Road  Infirmary.  (West  Derby  Union 
Institutions.) 

Liverpool,  Walton-on-Hill  Institution.  (West  Derby 
Union  Institutions.) 

Manchester,  Crumpsall  Infirmary. 

Manchester,  Withington  Hospitals,  West  Didsbury. 

Merthyr  Tydfil  Infirmary. 

Middlesbrough,  Holgate  Hospital,  Linthorpe. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  Wingrove  Hospital,  Westgate 
Road. 

Newport  (Mon.)  Union  Infirmary,  Stow  Hill. 

Nottingham,  Bagthorpe  Infirmary. 

Portsmouth,  Parish  of  Portsmouth  Workhouse 
Infirmary. 

Prescot  Union  Infirmary,  Whiston. 

Salford  Union  Infirmary. 

Sheffield  Union  Hospital,  Fir  Vale. 

Southampton,  Shirley  Warren  Infirmary. 

South  SMelds,  Harton  Hospital. 

Stoke-on-Trent,  Union  Hospital. 

Swansea,  Union  Infirmary. 

Warrington,  Whitecross  Hospital. 

Wolverhampton,  New  Cross  Infirmary. 

Letter  from  Mr.  G.  A.  Powell. 

The  letter  from  Mr.  G.  A.  Powell,  Deputy  Clerk 
to  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board,  stated  that 
the  Medical  and  Nursing  Sub-Committee  has 
under  consideration  the  question  of  the  registra- 
tion and  training  of  the  Board's  Nurses,  and  the 
matter  of  "  reciprocal  training  "  between  fever 
and  general  hospitals  to  qualify  for  the  admission 
of  nurses  to  the  Register.  The  Sub-Committee 
consider  that  such  reciprocity  in  the  matter  of 
training  nurses  cannot  but  have  great  advantages 
for  the  nursing  profession  as  a  whole,  and  hope 
for  the  favourable  consideration  of  the  General 
Nursing  Coij^ncil  to  the  suggestions  put  forward. 

Letter  from  Lieut. -Colonel  Goodall. 

The  letter  from  Lieut. -Colonel  Goodall,  Medical 
Superintendent  of  the  Cardiff  City  Mental  Hospital, 
Whitchurch,  Glam.,  set  out  the  correspondence 
which  has  taken  place  between  himself  and  the 
Matron  of  King  Edward  VII  Hospital  Cardiff, 
with  the  purpose  of  getting  about  six  Senior 
Probationers  of  that  hospital  to  the  City  Mental 
Hospital    for    a    period    of    six    months.     They 
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would  be  girls  who  might  be  desirous  of  getting  an 
insight  into  nursing  cases  of  mental  disorder. 

The  Matron  of  the  Mental  Hospital,  the  Deputy 
Matron,  and  the  Night  Sister,  are  certified  general 
nurses  as  well  as  certified  mental  nurses. 

(The  matter  was  referred  to  the  General  Nursing 
Council  for  its  consideration  in  December  last, 
and  the  recommendation  of  the  Education  and 
Examination  Committee  that  the  three  years' 
term  of  training  does  not  permit  of  time  being 
given  to  mental  nursing  indicates  the  decision 
arrived  at.) 

Discussion. 

In  recommending  the  adoption  of  No.  IV, 
Miss  Dowbiggin  said  that  there  were  still  a  large 
number  of  Poor  Law  Hospitals  concerning  which 
the  Committee  had  not  got  the  necessary  informa- 
tion, but  it  thought  it  would  be  well  to  publish 
a   preliminary  list. 

Miss  MacCallum,  in  reference  to  the  Paddington 
Hospital,  said  that  her  information  was  that  the 
female  nurses  did  not  get  sufficient  experience 
in  the  nursing  of  men,  as  so  much  of  the  available 
training  ground  was  utilised  for  the  training  of 
male  nurses.  It  was  decided  to  refer  back  the 
recommendation  as  to  this  hospital  for  further 
information. 

The  Report  was  adopted. 

Report  of  the  ReKistration  Committee. 

Dr.  Goodall  (Chairman  of  the  Registration 
Committee),  moved  that  the  Report  be  received. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  the  Com- 
mittee has  met  three  times — on  May  26th,  June 
2nd,    and   June  9th. 

I.  Letter  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  dated 
June  2nd,  circulated  with  this  report,  on  the  subject 
of  the  Matron's  testimonial  for  moral  and  pro- 
fessional efficiency  of  applicants. 

The  Committee  recommends 

[a)  That  the  Rule  as  drafted  by  the 
Ministry  be  adopted  and  submitted  to  the 
Minister  of  Health   for  his   approval. 

Suggested  Proviso  to  Rule  8  (1) — 

«  Provided  that  if  at  the  date  of  her  application  th6 
applicant  is  employed  in  any  hospital,  institution  or 
infirmary  in  which  she  received  her  training,  or  part 
of  her  training,  and  the  Council  are  furnished  with 
evidence  of  good  character  and  professional  efficiency 
by  the  matron  of  such  hospital,  institution  or  infirmary, 
the  Council  may,  if  they  think  fit,  dispense  with  any 
further  evidence  of  character  and  professional  efficiency, 
for  the  purpose  of  this  proviso  '  training  '  means  the 
training  by  virtue  of  which  the  applicant  is  qualified 
under  this  part  of  these  Rules  to  be  registered." 

II.  It  was  pointed  out  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Council  that  four  applicants  for  registration, 
who  had  been  approved  for  registration  at  the 
Council  meeting  on  AprU  21st  last,  were  not 
in  fact  eligible.  The  names  of  these  applicants 
have  not,  so  far,  been  entered  on  the  Register, 
nor  have  the  applicants  been  informed  that  they 

.  have  been  accepted  for  registration.     Subject  to 


the  approval  of  the  Council,  the  Committee  wUl 
instruct  the  Registrar  to  inform  the  applicants 
that  they  are  not  eligible  for  registration,  and  not 
to  enter  their  names  on  the  Register. 

III.  Leaflet  Pointing  Out  the  Advantages  of 
Registration. — At  the  meeting  of  the  Council 
held  on  March  17th  last,  a  recommendation  from 
this  Committee  was  approved  by  the  Council  that 
a  letter  in  leaflet  form,  pointing  out  the  advantages 
of  registration,  be  sent  to  the  authorities  of  Mental, 
Fever,  and  Children's  Hospitals,  with  a  request 
that  they  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  their  staffs. 
Appended  is  a  copy  of  the  leaflet  drawn  up  by 
the    Committee  : — 

The  Committee  recommends 

[b)  That  copies  of  the  appended  leaflet 
be  sent  with  a  covering  letter  to  the  authorities, 
not  only  of  Mental,  Fever,  and  Children's 
Hospitals,  but  also  to  those  of  General 
Hospitals,  with  the  request  that  they  bring  the 
leaflet  to  the  notice  of  the  nursing  staffs 
of  their  hospitals  ;  and  further  that  copies 
of  the  leaflet  be  sent  to  the  various  nursing 
associations  and  to  the  Press. 

IV.  Proposed  Regulations,  <S^c.,  for  the  Conduct 
of  the  Election  of  Direct  Representatives  to  the 
Council. — The  Council  will  remember  that  at  its 
meeting  held  on  February  17th  last,  it  approved 
a  scheme  for  the  constitution,  so  far  as  the  elected 
members  are  concerned,  of  the  new  Council  which 
is  to  be  formed  in  December  next.  The  scheme 
was  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Health,  but  at 
its  meeting  on  March  17th  the  Council  empowered 
the  Chairman  to  ask  the  Minister  to  defer  action 
with  regard  to  the  scheme  until  the  system  of 
voting  had  been  considered  and  embodied  in  it. 
The  Minister  has  agreed  to  this  request.  The 
Committee  has  prepared  a  set  of  regulations  for  the 
conduct  of  the  election,  of  voting  papers  and  of 
other  necessary  forms  and  papers  with  a  view  to 
incorporating  them  in  the  scheme  already  ap- 
proved by  the  Council.  All  these  regulations, 
forms,  &c.,  are  based  upon  those  in  use  at  the 
election  of  the  direct  representatives  to  the 
General  Medical  Council.  Before,  however,  the 
Committee  recommends  them  for  final  adoption  by 
the  Council,  it  is  of  the  opinion  that  every  member 
of  the  Council  should  have  the  opportunity  of 
going  through  them  at  leisure.  They  are ,  therefore, 
brought  before  the  Council  at  its  meeting  to-day. 
It  would  greatly  faciUtate  the  work,  both  of  the 
Council  and  of  the  Committee,  if  suggestions  for 
the  improvement  of  these  regulations  and  forms, 
or  criticism  in  respect  of  them,  were  sent  to  the 
Committee  not  later  than  June  21st.  The  Com- 
mittee wishes  to  bring  the  final  draft  of  these 
regulations  before  the  Council  at  its  next  meeting. 

V.  Change  of  Name  after  Registration. — The 
Committee  has  recently  had  before  it  a  letter  from 
a  registered  nurse  who  has  married  since  the  date 
on  which  she  was  registered.  The  nurse  wishes 
to  know  whether  she  is  to  remain  on  the  Register 
in  her  maiden  name.  This  question  is  likely  to 
arise  frequently.    Further,  the  names  of  registered 
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nurses  may  be  changed  not  only  on  account  of 
marriage,  but  for  other  reasons.  The  Committee 
has  ascertained  what  the  practice  of  the  General 
Medical  Council  is  in  these  cases,  but  it  does  not 
recommend  that  that  practice  should  be  followed 
in  its  entirety,  as  it  does  not  advise  that  a  special 
certificate  certifying  the  change  from  the  old  to 
the  new  name  should  be  issued  to  the  applicant, 
as  is  the  practice  of  the  General  Medical  Council. 
The  Committee  recommends — 
(c)  That  the  procedure  to  be  adopted  in  the 
case  of  a  change  of  name  after  registration  shall 
be  as  follows  : — 

A  nurse  who  changes  her  name  whether  on 
account  of  marriage  or  for  any  other  reason 
shall  immediately  notify  the  Council  of  the 
fact,  and  shall  furnish  the  Council  with  her 
marriage  certificate,  deed  poll,  or  other  necessary 
document,  or  wath  a  copy  thereof  certified  to 
be  correct  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Barrister, 
or  Solicitor.  She  shall  also  send  to  the  Council 
her  original  certificate  of  registration.  Subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Council,  the  Registrar 
shall  make  a  note  over  the  original  entry  in  the 
Register  that  the  name  has  been  changed,  with 
the  date  of  the  change  The  change  of  name 
shall  be  made  in  red  ink  on  the  cover  which 
contains  the  registration  papers.  The  document 
or  documents  which  were  presented  to  the 
Council  as  evidence  of  the  change  of  name  shall 
be  placed  in  the  cover.  On  the  original  certifi- 
cate of  registration  the  new  name  shall  be 
engrossed  immediately  above  the  old  name,  and 
the  latter  shall  be  enclosed  in  brackets.  The 
change  shall  be  signed  and  dated  by  the 
Registrar. 

VI.  Interpretation  of  Paragraph  {e)  in  the 
First  Schedule. 

The  Council  will  remember  that  at  its  meeting 
on  February  3rd,  1922,  certain  alterations  in  the 
First  Schedule  to  the  Rules  were  approved.  This 
Schedule  sets  forth  the  particulars  concerning 
registered  nurses  which  are  to  be  entered  on  the 
Register.  These  alterations  have  been  approved 
also  by  the  Minister  of  Health.  The  Committee 
is  now  engaged  in  the  work  of  preparation  for 
printing  and  publishing  the  Register  as  soon  after 
July  I  St  next  as  possible.  In  the  course  of  a 
discussion  on  the  subject  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Committee  it  became  clear  that  there  was  a 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  interpretation  of 
certain  words  in  one  of  the  paragraphs  of  the 
Schedule,  and  the  Committee  desires  to  have  the 
ruling  of  the  whole  Council  on  the  points  of 
difference.  The  paragraph  referred  to  is  as 
follows  : — 

{e)  Qualifications. — Under  this  heading  shall 
appear  the  qualification  in  each  case  for  admis- 
sion to  the  Register  (including  certificate  of 
training  if  any),  the  dates  of  obtaining  such 
qualification,  and  the  hospital  or  hospitals  in 
which  such  qualifying  training  has  been  received 
and  the  particular  words  are  "  The  dates  of 
obtaining  such   qualification    and  the  hospital 


or  hospitals  in  which  such  qualifying  training 

has  been  received." 

The  first  question  the  Committee  desires  a 
ruling  upon  is :  Do  the  words  "  the  dates  of 
obtaining  such  qualification  "  mean  the  date  or 
dates  upon  which  a  qualification  (or  qualifications) 
was  granted  ;  that  is,  the  date,  in  most  instances, 
of  the  termination  of  the  period  of  training  or 
experience,  as  the  case  may  be,  or  do  they  mean 
the  dates  of  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  period 
or  periods  of  training  or  experience  ?  The  word 
"  dates  "  would  seem  to  indicate  the  latter  inter- 
pretation, but  the  word  "  obtaining  "  points  to  the 
former. 

The  second  question  for  decision  relates  to  the 
words  "  hospital  or  hospitals."  During  the  last 
two  or  three  years  many  hospitals  (and  especially 
Pool  Law  Hospitals)  have  undergone  a  change  of 
name.  Is  the  name  to  be  entered  on  the  Register 
to  be  the  present  name  of  the  hospital,  or  the 
name  by  which  the  hospital  was  known  when 
the  nurse  received  her  training  or  experience  in  it  ? 

VII.  The  following  weekly  statements  showing 
the  progress  of  Registration  have  been  forwarded 
to  the  Minister  of  Health  : — 

Applications  received  week  ending — 


General. 

Supp. 

Total. 

May  20th 

. .       205 

•        15        • 

220 

May  27th 

169 

13 

.        182 

June  3rd 

. .       174 

22 

196 

June  loth 

. .    ,   146 

18 

164 

Total 

794 

68        '. 

862 

VIII.  Lists  of  434  applicants  for  registration 
whose  applications  have  been  found  to  be  in 
conformity  with  the  rules  are  appended,  as  also 
are  lists  of  30  applicants  whose  applications  are 
not  in  conformity  with  the  rules. 

The  Committee  recommends — 

[d)  That  the  434  applicants  whose  applications 
have  been  found  to  be  in  order  be  approved  for 
registration,  and  that  the  Registrar  be  instructed 
to  enter  their  names  in  the  appropriate  part  of  the 
Register. 

{e)  That  the  appropriate  certificate  be  granted 
to  each  of  these  applicants,  and  that  authority  be 
hereby  given  to  affix  the  Seal  of    the  Council  to 
each  certificate. 
LETTER  FROM   MRS.  BEDFORD    FENWICK. 

Before  discussion  of  the  Report  from  the  Regis- 
tration Committee,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fen  wick 
requested  the  Chairman  to  read .  the  following 
letter  which  she  had  addressed  to  the  Council : — 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England 
and  Wales. 

Dear  Sir, — During  the  proceedings  of  the  Meeting  ol 
the  General  Nursing  Council  for  England  and  Wales,  on 
the  19th  ult.,  you  will  remember  that  I  moved  a  Resolution, 
standing  on  the  Agenda  in  my  name,  in  which  reference 
was  made  to  four  applications  for  registration,  passed  by 
the  Coimcil  on  April  21st,  as  eligible,  which  did  not  conform 
to  the  Statutory  Rules. 

Dr.  Goodall,  Chairman  of  the  Registration  Committee, 
officially  informed  the  Council  that  all  these   particular 
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fonns  had  been  scrutinised  by  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  put 
on  one  side,  and  deferred  for  the  passing  of  the  new  RiUe. 

I  repudiated  the  statement  absolutely  at  the  time,  but 
It  was  not  withdrawn,  and  as  It  was  made  publicly  in  the 
presence  of  the  Press,  I  must  ask  you,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Council,  in  justice  to  my  professional  reputation,  to  read 
my  letter  at  the  meeting  of  the  Council  on  June  16th,  and 
to  require,  upon  my  behalf,  a  public  withdrawal  of  the 
statement  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Registration  Committee. 
I  am.  Dear  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

ETHEL  G.  FENWICK. 

The  Chairman  said  that  had  the  Chairman  of 
the  Registration  Committee  made  the  statement 
of  which  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  complained,  he 
should  require  him  to  withdraw  it,  but  it  was  not 
his  recollection  of  what  took  place.  He  should 
put  it  to  Dr.  Goodall  presently  that  what  he  said 
was  something  different. 

Miss  MacCallum,  who  had  taken  part  in  the 
work  of  scrutinising  appUcations,  said  it  was  not 
possible  for  the  Registrar  to  think  Mrs.  Fenwick 
had  scrutinised  the  appUcations  referred  to ; 
they  had  all  been  deferred  until  the  passing  of  the 
new  Rule. 

The  Chairman  then  asked  Dr.  Goodall  if  he 
had  made  the  statement  referred  to. 

Dr.  Goodall  asked  for  the  words  complained  of. 

The  Chairman  again  read  the  sentence  in 
Mrs.  Fenwick's  letter,  which  stated  that  Dr. 
Goodall  had  informed  the  Council  that  the  I'orms 
under  consideration  had  been  "  scrutinised  by 
Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick,  put  on  one  side,  and  de- 
ferred for  the  passing  of  the  new  Rule." 

Dr.  Goodall  acknowledged  that  he  said  the 
Forms  had  been  scrutinised  by  Mrs.  Fenwick ; 
he  had  not  said  they  had  been  passed  by  her ; 
he  certainly  said  they  had  been  scrutinised,  and 
had  been  so  informed  by  the  Registrar,  and  added 
that  if  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  she  had  not  done 
so,  of  course  he  would  withdraw  the  statement. 

Mrs.  Fenwick,  in  accepting  Dr.  Goodall's  with- 
_  drawal  of  the  erroneous  statement,  said  that  the 
particular  Forms  should  not  have  been  placed 
on  the  scrutineers'  list,  as  they  were  not  in 
conformity  with  the  Rules  ;  none  of  these  papers 
were  scrutinised  and  were  at  once  thrown  out 
and  consideration  "  deferred  until  new  Rule  is 
approved,"  as  notified  on  the  scrutineers'  list. 
Rule  9  (i)  a^  for  conjoint  certificates,  as  drafted 
by  the  Minister,  was  agreed  to  by  the  Council 
on  March  17th,  and  on  that  day  she  had  been 
eliminated  from  the  Registration  Committee, 
and  was  no  further  responsible  for  its  business  in 
any  particular.  From  that  date  the  Registrar 
was  responsible  for  scrutinising  applications,  and 
Mrs.  Fenwick  demanded  the  withdrawal  of  the 
statement  that  she  had  recommended  the  four 
ineligible  candidates. 

Discussion. 

Dr.  Goodall  moved  the  clauses  of  the  Report 
seriatim. 

No.  I  was  agreed. 

No  2.     Mrs.  Fenwick  said  the  proposal  was  not 


in  order.  The  four  nurses  had  been  "  approved 
for  registration  "  by  the  Council  as  candidates 
"  whose  applications  have  been  found  to  be  in 
conformity  with  the  Rules." 

Also  the  Council  instructed  the  Registrar  "to 
enter  their  names  in  the  appropriate  part  of  the 
Register." 

The  Council  also  directed  "  that  the  appropriate 
certificate  be  granted  to  each  of  these  applicants," 
and  authorised  the  Registrar  "  to  affix  the  Seal 
of  the  Council  to  each  certificate." 

Rule  44  (i)  specially  provided  that  the  Council 
"may  not  delegate  the  power  of  removing  a 
nurse  from  the  Register  to  any  Committee." 

The  proper  course  to  take  to  rectify  the  omission 
to  scrutinise  these  applications,  upon  the  part  of 
the  Registrar  and  the  consequent  breach  of  the 
Statutory  Rule  9  (i)  a,  was  for  a  resolution  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Council,  after  notice  of  motion, 
that  the  registration  and  grant  of  certificates  to 
the  four  nurses  be  rescinded,  and  that  the  Council 
— not  the  Registration  Committee — should  direct 
the  Registrar  as  to  her  duty  in  this  connection. 
The  Council  was  there  to  do  justice  to  the  nurses  : 
it  seemed  cruel  to  cancel  applications  which  had 
been  approved.  The  four  candidates  held  certifi- 
cates of  3  years'  training,  and  were  better  qualified 
than  many  nurses  already  registered  under  the 
Rules.  Justice  might  be  done  in  two  ways — 
either  by  asking  the  Minister  to  permit  six  instead 
of  twelve  months'  training  in  a  woman's  hospital 
to  count  for  a  conjoint  certificate,  or  to  defer  their 
removal  until  the  report  of  the  Registration 
Committee  as  to  the  consideration  of  cases  of 
hardship  had  been  received. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  moved  that  the  removal  of  these 
four  applications  be  deferred.  This  was  seconded 
by  Miss  MacCallum. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  said  he  had  every  sym- 
pathy with  bringing  the  names  of  these  nurses 
on  to  the  lists,  but  you  could  not  defer  a  thing 
which  had  already  been  decided. 

Miss  Macdonald  said  these  names  were  not 
eligible  under  the  present  Rules  for  Registration. 

Dr.  Goodall  said  that,  if  it  could  be  done 
without  going  against  the  Rules,  he  was  in  favour 
of  holding  up  the  names.  He  agreed  with  Mrs. 
Fenwick  it  was  hard  these  nurses  should  not  be 
registered. 

The  Chairman  said  the  position  was  that  four 
cases  had  been  passed  in  error.  He  suggested  to 
Mrs.  Fenwick  that  her  proposal  should  provide 
that  "  action  "  should  be  deferred  in  regard  to 
these  applications. 

Mrs.  Fenwick  agreed,  and  her  motion  "  that 
action  as  to  these  four  applications  should  be 
deferred  "  was  then  carried,  18  votes  being 
recorded  in  its  favour. 

No.  3.  In  moving  No.  3  (leaflet  pointing  out 
the  advantage  of  Registration),  Dr.  Goodall 
pointed  out  that  the  Committee  had  recommended 
that  the  leaflet  should  be  sent  to  the  authorities 
of  general  as  well  as  special  hospitals. 
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The  Leaflet. 

The  leaflet  incorporates  several  important 
points  to  which  it  is  most  essential  that  the 
attention  of  nurses  should  be  drawn.     Principally  : 

(i)  "  The  Nurses'  Registration  Act  has  placed  the 
Nursing  Profession  on  a  legal  basis,  and  has  given 
every  individual  nurse  whose  name  is  placed  upon  the 
State  Register  a  definite  legal  status." 

{7)  "  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  in  the  future 
the  public  will  draw  a  very  clear  line  between  the 
nurse  who  is  State-registered  and  the  nurse  who  is  not. 
To  be  registered  will  be  the  hall-mark  of  efficiency  of 
a  nurse ;  not  to  be  registered  will  be  taken  as  a  sign 
of  inferiority." 

(10)  "In  December  of  this  year  (1922)  a  new  General 
Nursing  Council  will  be  formed,  and  sixteen  of  its 
members  will  be  elected  by  registered  nurses.  But 
only  those  nurses  whose  names  are  on  the  State  Register 
before  October  ist,  1922,  will  be  able  to  vote  for 
candidates  in  this  election.  The  G.N.C.  is  the  body 
which  sets  the  standard  of  training  and  controls  the 
professional  education  of  nurses.  It  is,  therefore, 
highly  advisable  that  there  should  be  a  large  numbei- 
of  nurses  to  take  part  in  the  election  of  the  Council." 

The  leaflet  was  amended,  and  passed,  with 
the  proviso  that  minor  alterations  should  bs 
drafted  by  the  Registration  Committee  before 
it  is  issued. 

No.  4.  Dr.  Goodall  said  he  had  hoped  that 
the  Council  would  be  provided  with  copies  of  the 
proposed  Regulations  for  the  Election  of  Direct 
Representatives,  but  only  a  few  copies  were 
available. 

The  Chairman  said  they  would  be  forwarded 
next  day. 

No.  6.  Dr.  Goodall  said  there  was  a  clear 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  interpretation  of 
paragraph  (e)  in  the  First  Schedule  to  the  Rules 
(which  deals  with  the  record  of  qualifications 
to  be  inserted  in  the  published  Register),  and 
the  Committee  would  like  the  ruling  of  the  whole 
Council  on  the  points  of  difference.  The  first 
was  upon  the  dates.  Was  it  intended  to  insert 
the  dates  at  which  a  nurse  began  and  ended 
her  training,  or  only  the  date  when  she  obtained 
the   Certificate  ? 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  said  she  drafted 
the  paragraph  in  question — it  was  unanimously 
agreed  to  by  the  Council,  and  had  not  been 
amended  by  the  Ministry — with  the  intention  of 
securing  to  nurses  the  credit  for  the  term  of  train- 
ing, and  consequent  value  of  their  certificates. 
The  words  the  "  dates  of  obtaining  "  such  training 
and  certificates  should  make  this  clear.  If  the 
terminal  date  only  was  intended  to  appear,  the 
word  would  be  in  the  singular,  and  all  certificates 
would  rank  as  of  equal  value.  This  would  not 
satisfy  nurses  holding  certificates  for  three  and 
four  years'  training. 

Much  discussion  ensued,  in  which  Sir  Jenner 
Verrall,  Dr.  Bedford  Pierce,  Miss  Dowbiggin,  Miss 
Cox-Davies,  Miss  Seymour  Yapp,  Miss  Swiss,  Miss 
Worsley,  Miss  Cattell,  and  Miss  MacCallum  took 
part.  Several  proposals  were  negatived,  and  it 
was  put  from  the  Chair  and  carried  that  the  words 
be  interpreted  to  mean  the  dates  on  which  a  nurse 


began  and  ended  her  training — the  years,  not  the 
months,  to  be  recorded. 

On  the  further  point  on  which  a  decision  was 
asked,  i.e.,  whether,  in  the  case  of  a  hospital 
which  had  changed  its  name,  the  name  entered 
on  the  Register  should  be  the  present  one  or  that 
by  which  the  hospital  was  known  when  the  nurse 
received  her  training  or  experience  in  it,  it  was 
agreed  on  the  proposition  of  Miss  MacCallum  to 
adopt  the  second  course. 

No.  7.  In  connection  with  the  weekly  statements 
showing  the  progress  of  registration,  forwarded  to 
the  Minister  of  Health,  Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick 
asked  that  the  number  of  applications  in  the  office 
stUl  undealt  with  should  be  appended  to  the 
statement  as  formerly,  and  this  was  agreed. 

The  Report  was  then  adopted,  but  consideration 
of  the  applications  for  Registration  was  deferred 
and  they  were  discussed  in  camera  at  the  end  of 
the  meeting. 

Report  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall,  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  then  moved  that  his  Report  be  received. 
The  principal  items  reported  were  (i)  that  a  com- 
munication had  been  received  from  the  Minister 
of  Health  that  he  had  ascertained  from  the  Inland 
Revenue,  Somerset  House,  that  the  income  arising 
on  the  Council's  invested  funds  would  be  treated 
as  exempt  from  income  tax.  With  regard, 
however,  to  income  arising  from  fees  charged  by 
the  Council  no  such  exemption  exists,  and  Income 
Tax  will  be  chargeable  on  any  balance  of  profits 
arising  from  the  fees  representing  excess  of  income 
over  expenditure.  (2)  That  the  Council's  accounts 
had  been  audited  up  to  March  31st,  1922,  by  Mr. 
Sutherland  Wilkinson,  Chief  Inspector  of  Audits. 
(3)  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  had  suggested 
that  it  might  be  well  for  the  Council  to  authorise 
some  additional  members  of  the  Council  as  signers 
of  cheques,  so  that  if,  for  any  reason,  the  ordinary 
signatures  were  not  obtainable,  no  delay  might  be 
caused. 

Sir  Jenner  Verrall  moved  the  adoption  of 
the  Report  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  but  in 
regard  to  the  third  item  expressed  the  opinion 
that  there  was  a  more  excellent  way  and  moved 
that  the  signature  of  either  the  Chairman  of  the 
Council  or  of  the  Finance  Committee,  instead  of 
both  as  at  present,  should  be  accepted  with  that 
of  the  Registrar.  This  was  seconded  by  the 
Hon.  Mrs.  Eustace  Hills,  but  was  ruled  out  of 
order  by  the  Chairman  as  contrary  to  the  Rules. 

The  Report  was  adopted. 

Report  of  the  Qeneral  Purposes  Committee. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Eustace  Hills,  Chairman  of 
the  General  Purposes  Committee,  then  moved 
that  the  Report  be  received.  It  consisted  mainly 
of  a  memorandum  on  the  work  of  the  office,  pre- 
pared by  the  Chairman  of  Council.  It  also  recom- 
mended the  addition  of  four  workers  to  the  tem- 
porary staff. 

Discussion. 

Mrs.  Bedford  Fenwick  pointed  out  that  the 
Council  had  now  seventeen  clerical  workers  in  the 
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office,  the  majority  of  whom  had  been  engaged 
temporarily. 

The  Report  was  adopted. 

Resolution. 

Miss  MacCallum  then  moved  the  following 
Resolution,  which  was  standing  in  her  name 
on  the  Agenda  : — 

"  That  a  meeting  of  the  Disciplinary  and  Penal 
Committee  be  summoned,  to  elect  a  Chairman  and 
discuss  the  scope  ol  its  duties." 

It  was  seconded  by  Sir  Jenner  Verrall  and 
agreed. 

The  Chairman  proposed,  and  it"]  was  agreed, 
"That  steps  be  taken  to  appoint  a  Solicitor  to  the 
Council."  He  certainly  thought  the  Council 
should  appoint  a  solicitor.  Would  it  be  its 
pleasure  to  think  of  names  and  send  them  in  to 
be  referred  to  a  standing  or  special  Committee  ? 
After  some  discussion  it  was  agreed  that  the 
Disciplinary  and  Penal  Committee  should  act  as 
the  Committee  of  Selection,  to  recommend  a  short 
list  to  the  Council,  after  going  through  the  list 
of  nominees. 

Application  Forms  for  Reference. 

Miss  I.  Macdonald,  seconded  by  Miss  Villiers 
moved  that  all  apphcation  forms  and  references 
should  be  in  the  room  to  be  referred  to  if  necessary 
when  applications  for  Registration  were  considered. 
After  some  discussion  the  proposition  was  lost 
on  being  put  to  the  vote. 

Registered    Uniform,   Badge   and    Letters. 

The  Chairman  informed  the  Council  that  notice 
had  been  sent  to  the  Scotch  Council  as  to  what 
had  been  recommended  in  regard  to  a  Registered 
Uniform  and  Badge.  No  reply  so  far  had  been 
received,  but  he  had  been  informed  unofficially 
that  the  Scotch  Council  had  decided  on  a  certain 
set  of  letters  for  the  nurses  registered  in  the 
different  parts  of  the  Register.  It  was  represented 
that  these  letters  should  as  far  as  possible  be  the 
same  in  both  countries.  That  was  no  doubt  desir- 
able, but  he  did  not  think  the  English  Council 
•  would  be  prepared  to  adopt  those  adopted  by  the 
Scotch  Council  for  the  Nurses  of  Mental  Deficients, 
namely,    "  R.N.M.D." 

The  Council  then  considered  in  camera  the 
applications  for  Registration. 


THE   HOSPITAL  WORLD. 


Princess  Christian  has  consented  to  lay  the 
foundation  stone  of  the  new  building  which  is  to 
form  the  extension  of  the  Hostel  of  St.  Luke  in 
Fitzroy  Squate,  W.  The  ceremony  wUl  take 
place  on  July  7th. 


Lord  Knutsford  occupied  the  pulpit  at  St. 
Peter's  Church,  Hammersmith,  last  Sunday  evening 
(Hospital  Sunday)  and  pleaded  for  the  preservation 
of  the  hospitals  from  State  control.  If  the  volun- 
tary system  failed,  he  said,  the  State  must  take 
them  over,  and  Government  Departments  had  no 
heart  and  no  sympathy. 


The  Guy's  Hospital  Ladies'  Association  are 
arranging  a  Garden  Fete  in  the  grounds  of  the 
Hospital  on  Thursday,  June  29th,  and  are  especi- 
ally anxious  that  this  should  be  brought  to  the 
notice  of  all  former  Sisters  and  Nurses  of  the 
hospital.  All  members  of  the  Association  are 
cordially  invited  to  attend  and  to  bring  their 
friends.  There  will  be  stalls  for  the  sale  of  Garden 
Produce,  Provisions,  Household  Articles,  Children's 
Clothing,  Plain  and  Fancy  Work,  Flowers,  Walking- 
sticks,  Baskets,  Cakes  and  Sweets,  also  a  second- 
hand stall  for  Books,  China,  Glass  and  Gramophone 
Records.  There  will  be  dancing  in  the  Nurses' 
Home,  various  side  shows,  and  tea  and  ices. 

Admission  to  the  Fete  is  is.,  and  contributions 
to  any  of  the  stalls  will  be  most  gladly  welcomed. 
Parcels  should  be  sent  not  later  than  June  21st 
to  the  Matron's  House,  Guy's  Hospital,  S.E.i. 
marked  "  Garden  Fete."  Gifts  of  perishable  pro- 
duce or  flowers  should  be  sent  to  the  Matron's 
House  early  on  the  morning  of  June  29th. 

The  Hon.  Secretary,  G.H.L.A.,  73,  Wimpole 
Street,  W.i,  would  be  grateful  if  promises  of  con- 
tributions could  be  sent  to  her  beforehand. 

The  grounds  of  Guy's  Hospital  lend  themselves 
to  a  Fete  of  this  kind,  and  given  a  fine  day  it  should 
be  a  delightful  function. 


The  annual  exhibition  of  the  work  of  the  Royal 
Southern  Hospital  Ladies'  Linen  League,  Liverpool, 
was  held  in  the  committee  room  at  the  Hospital  on 
the  13  th  inst.  The  number  of  articles  contributed 
by  members  of  the  League  was  2,325,  as  against 
1,149  in  1921,  759  in  1920,  and  944  in  1919.  In 
addition  to  the  Unen  on  view,  555  articles,  including 
100  blankets,  were  provided  for  the  "  Rigby 
Hostel,"  and  these  are  at  present  in  use. 

The  Hospital  was  open  for  inspection,  and 
among  those  present  was  the  Lady  Mayoress  (Mrs. 
C.  H.  Rutherford),  who  expressed  hearty  approval 
of  the  work,  and  good  wishes  for  the  success  of  the 
League. 

The  Constabulary  Band  contributed  various 
selections  of  music,  which  added  to  the  success  of 
the  exhibition. 

The  Ladies'  Linen  League  of  the  Royal  Southern 
Hospital  was  inaugurated  in  1911  by  Mrs.  Lyon 
H.  Maxwell  (Honorary  Treasurer),  and  was  the 
first  of  its  kind  in  Liverpool. 


EX-OFFICEK   PROVISION    MERCHANTS. 

We  ask  our  readers  to  note  that  the  firm  of 
Dunn,  Jackson  &  Mountford,  wholesale  meat, 
vegetable,  fish  and  provision  merchants,  23,  Pater- 
noster Square,  E.C.  4,  is  one  of  ex-officers,  and,  as 
such,  should  commend  itself  to  their  patriotism 
andg  ratitude.  Added  to  this,  by  the  exercise  of 
these  virtues  they  can  at  the  same  time  be  assured 
that  they  will  secure  provisions  excellent  in 
quality  and  moderate  in  price.  Special  attention 
is  given  to  hospitals,  nurses'  hostels,  homes, 
and  institutions.  The  telephone  number  of  the 
firm  is  Central  3550. 


404 


Zbc  Brltieb  3ournal  of  IRursing. 


June  24,   1922 


APPOINTMENTS. 

MATRON. 

Oxford  County'^and  City  Mental  Hospital,  Llttlemore, 
near  Oxford.— Miss  E.  J.  Broad  has  been  appointed 
Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the  Royal  Berks  Hospital, 
Reading,  and  the  City  of  London  Maternity  Hospital, 
and  has  been  Nurse  at  Claybury  Mental  Hospital, 
and  Head  Nurse  at  Horton  Mental  Hospital,  Epsom. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Dunmow.— Miss  Nelly  Nettell  has 
been  appointed  Matron.  She  was  trained  at  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Huddersfield,  and  at  Mosside  Fever 
Hospital,  Lytham,  and  has  been  Sister  at  the  General 
Hospital,  Ramsgate,  and  for  two  years  was  Senior 
Sister  and  Deputy  Matron  at  Mosside  Fever  Hospital. 
She  worked  for  three  years  in  connection  with  Queen 
Alexandra's  Imperial  Military  Nursing  Service. 

ASSISTANT   MATRON    AND  OUTDOOR 
SUPERINTENDENT. 

Liverpool  Maternity  Hospital,  Brownlow  Hill,  Liver- 
pool.—Miss  E.  E.  Robinson  has  been  appointed 
Assistant  Matron  and  Outdoor  Superintendent.  She 
was  trained  at  the  Royal  Halifax  Infirmary,  and  was 
Staff  Nurse,  Theatre  Sister  and  Ward  Sister  at  the 
1st  Western  General  Hospital,  Liverpool,  T.F.N. S., 
during  the  war.  She  is  a  Certified  Midwife,  receiving 
her  midwifery  training  at  the  Liverpool  Maternity 
Hospital,  where  she  was  subseqjiently  Theatre  Sister 
and  Ward  Sister. 

SISTER. 

Royal  Hants  County  Hospital,  Winchester. — Miss 
Frances  T.  Bastin  has  been  appointed  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital. 

Norwlcli  Infirmary,  Bowthorpe  Road,  Norwich. — Miss 
M.  I.  Drury  has  been  appointed  Ward  Sister.  She  was 
trained  at  the  Greenwich  Infirmary,  where  she  subse- 
quently held  the  position  of  Charge  Nurse,  and  has  been 
Out-patient  and  Casualty  Sister  at  the  Kensington  and 
Fulham  General  Hospital.     She  is  a  certified  Midwife. 

Miss  Glen  has  also  beeen  appointed  Sister  in  the 
same  Institution.  She  was  trained  at  the  Southwark 
Infirmary,  where  she  subsequently  held  the  position 
of  Staff  Nurse.  She  has  also  been  Sister  at  the  Western 
Hospital  (M.A.B.),  Fulham,  and  at  Neasden  Municipal 
Hospital.  aa 

WEDDING    BELLS. 

On  Thursday,  June  ist,  at  St.  Mary's  Church, 
Clapham,  London,  by  the  Very  Rev,  Father  Bennett, 
C.S.S.R.,  the  marriage  ceremony  was  performed 
between  Nicholas  F.  Phelan  and  Mary  Sutton.  Many 
old  comrades  of  the  French  Flag  Nursing  Corps  will 
wish  to  offer  warm  good  wishes  to  Sister  Mary  Sutton, 
one  of  the  most  devoted  workers  for  France  during 
the  whole  term  of  the  war,  and  since  the  Armistice 
one  of  a  devoted  group  of  Irish  Nurses  who  for  the 
past  three  years  have  been  working  in  the  devastated 
districts,  helping  in  a  wonderful  way  to  build  up  the 
health  of  the  people — after  their  untold  sufferings — 
bereft  as  thousands  of  them  were  of  decent  habitations, 
nourishing  food,  medical  and  surgical  appliances, 
maternity  and  midwifery  care,  and  means  of  livelihood. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  N.  F.  Phelan  are  to  reside  at  6, 
Barclay  Street,  New  York  City,  U.S.A.,  where  no 
doubt  letters  froni  home  will  be  very  welcome.  As 
Hon.  Superintendent  of  the  F.F.N.C.,  it  gives  us  great 
pleasure  to  place  on  record  the  appreciation  by  the 
French  Government,  of  all  her  fellow  workers,  and  the 
late  Committee  of  the  F.F.N.C.,  of  the  splendid 
devotion  to  duty,  and  high  moral  tone  maintained 
throughout  her  service  to  humanity  by  Sister  Sutton 
— now  Mrs.  Phelan.  She  deserves  many  happy  years 
in  "the  future. 


EXAMINATION    OF  NURSES. 

Scottish  Board  of  Health. 

On  May  9th  and  subsequent  days  the  Scottish 
Board  of  Health  held  an  examination  for  the  certifica- 
tion of  trained  sick  nurses  and  of  trained  fever  nurses. 
The  examination  was  held  at  Glasgow,  Edinburgh, 
Dundee  and  Aberdeen.  The  examiners  were  Professor 
Glaister,  Dr.  Ker,  Dr.  Johnstone,  and  Dr.  Robertson ;  Miss 
Merchant,  Matron  of  Stobhill  Hospital,  Glasgow ;  and 
Miss  Clark,  Matron  of  King's  Cross  Hospital,  Dundee, 
conducted  the  practical  part  of  the  examination. 

In  all  176  candidates  presented  themselves  for 
examination. 

In  Anatomy  and  Physiology  no  nurse  obtained  dis- 
tinction, 12  obtained  a  simple  pass,  and  two  failed. 

In  Hygiene  and  Dietetics  no  nurse  obtained  distinction, 
26  obtained  a  simple  pass,  and  two  failed. 

In  Medical  and  Surgical  Nursing  (for  Poor  Law  and 
General  trained  nurses)  one  nurse  obtained  distinction, 
25  obtained  a  simple  pass,  and  two  failed. 

In  Medical  and  Surgical  Nursing  (for  Fever-trained 
nurses),  four  nurses  obtained  distinction,  lOo  obtained 
a  simple  pass,  and  16  failed. 

In  Midwifery,  no  nurse  obtained  distinction,  15 
obtained  a  simple  pass,  and  three  failed. 

In  Infectious  Diseases,  1 4  nurses  obtained  distinction, 
89  obtained  a  simple  pass,  and  two  failed. 

EXAMINATIONS    AND    PRIZES. 

Metropolitan  Asylums  Board. 

At  the  examination  of  nurses  in  the  infectious 
hospitals  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board,  which 
took  place  in  April  last,  the  first  three  places  were 
won  by  the  following  nurses  : — 

Gold  Medal. — Probationer  Elizabeth  Miller,  Eastern 
Fever  Hospital,  Homerton. 

Silver  Medal. — Probationer  Florence  King,  Park 
Fever  Hospital,  Hither  Green. 

Brone  Medal. — Probationer  A.  F.  Worcester, 
South  Eastern  Fever  Hospital,  New  Cross. 

The  summary  of  the  results  is  as  follows  : — 
Trained  Assistant 

Nurses       Probationers      Nurses  Total 

Entered    . .      27  100  18  145 

Passed      . .      26  84  13  123 

Failed       . .         i  16  5  22 

The  Trained  Nurses,  who  are  not  eligible  to  compete 
for  the  medals,  who  headed  the  list,  were  (i)  Staff 
Nurses  Marion  Farquhar  and  Emmeline  Silcock 
(bracketed  equal)  ;  (3)  Staff  Nurse  Alice  Langston  ; 
(4)  Sister  M.  G.  C.  Heathcote. 

THE    PASSING     BELL. 

We  greatly  regret  to  record  the  death,  at  Philadelphia, 
U.S.A.,  of  Dr.  Hanna  Kindbom.  Aiter  training  as 
a  nurse  in  her  native  country  (Sweden),  Dr.  Kindbom 
went  to  America,  and  worked  first  in  New  York,  and 
later  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  John  Sealy 
Hospital,  Galveston,  Texas,  and  Professor  of  Nursing 
in  the  University  of  Texas,  thus  holding  the  first 
appointment  of  Professor  of  Nursing  in  any  country. 
Later  she  studied  medicine  at  the  Women's  Medical 
College  of  Pennsylvania,  and  practised  as  a  medical 
woman. 

Dr.  Kindbom,  who  was  a  woman  of  forceful  character 
and  personal  charm,  was  an  Hon.  Member  of  the 
Matrons'  Council  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  It  is 
many  years  since  she  visited  this  country,  but  those 
who  met  her  still  hold  her  in  warm  appreciation  and 
esteem,  and  will  greatly  regret  to  learn  of  her  com 
paratively  early  death. 


June  2^,   1922 


Ilhc  ffirtnsb  3ournal  of  "Wurstna. 


On  night  duty 

JUST  before  sunrise,  when 
your   vitality   is    at   its 
lowest  and  you  begin  to  feel 

the   strain  of  the 

long  night  hours, 
a  cup  of  hot 
Bovril  puts  new 
life  into  you. 
As  easily  made 
as  a  cup  of  tea, 
Bovril,  besides 
being  a  stimu- 
lant,  is   a    really 

sustaining      food, 

and  will  prevent  you  being 
too  tired  when  you  go  off 
duty  to  get  the  benefit  of 
the  morning  meal, 

BOVRIL 


Invalid 
Bovril 

Specially  pre- 
pared for 
Invalids  with 
milk  proteid 
and  without 
seasoning. 


The   Ideal  All -Weather  Food -Drink 
Made  in  England    

Horlick'a  Malted  Milk  is  meat  and  drink  in  on*, 
because  it  contains  all  necessary  nutritive  elements 
in  the  correct  proportions  demanded  by  Nature  to 
support  life  and  mauntain  health.  Composed  of  the 
extracts  of  selected  malted  barley  and  wheat  flour, 
combined  with  pure,  Pastsurised  cow's  milk,  it  is 
perfectly  digrestibla  and  rapidly  assimilated,  while 
Vitamines,  those  srrowth-promotinir  essentials,  are 
supplied  by  both  the  milk  and  the  Krain. 

Baady  in  a  moment  ky  stirring  brlslily  in  watar. 


To  secure  the  original,  specify 
"Horlick's"  when  prescribing. 


Samples  vuill  he  forwarded  free  and   fostage    prepaid    t« 
y embers  of  the  Nursing  Profession  on  application  to 

HORLICK'8  MALTED  MILK  SB.,  SLOUGH,  BUCKS.,  ENB. 


The  ROYAL  BRITISH  NURSES'  CLUB 


COUPON. 


Name. 


Address. 


Date 


Recommended  by 


(This  line  need  only  be  filled  in  when 
the  nurse  has  been  recommended  to 
applv  for  particulars  by  a  Member  of 
the  R.B.N. A.). 


THE    MORNINQ    ROOM 

Nurses  who  desire  to  have  full  particulars  of  |^this  beautiful  Club  should  fill  in  the  accompanying 
Coupon  and  forward  it  to  :  — 

THE  SECRETARY,   194.  Queen's  Gate,  London,  S.W.7 
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BOOK  OF  THE  WEEK. 


KATE    CURLEW.* 

This  "  romance  of  the  Pentland  Country " 
of>ens  with  a  scene  in  the  Manse  of  Flotterstane, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

Inside  the  house  there  were  people  at  prayer, 
and  a  girl  was  listening.  She  knew  there  was  a 
horseman  abroad  in  the  March  gloaming.  The 
clatter  of  his  riding  reached  her  between  two  gusts 
of  the  storm.  Carefully  she  twisted  herself  out  of 
her  uneasy  position.  Her  ankles  ached  with  long 
crouching  on  the  floor.  Kneeling  upright,  she 
thrust  her  folded  hand  against  the  hard  seat  of  the 
chair.  Her  father's  supplication  whined  on.  She 
opened  her  eyes  and  listened  to  the  rider,  not  the 
prayer. 

The  girl  cast  herself  down  again,  shuddering  at 
the  violence  of  the  storm.  "  Oh,  I  have  been 
wicked,  wicked.  I  have  been  listening.  God  for- 
give my  wandering  thoughts  and  gather  them  in 
upon  Thyself,"  prayed  Isabella  Veitch,  in  her 
father's  phrase.  Her  hands  were  damp  with 
sweat,  and  there  was  terror  in  her  mind  of  what 
she  might  see  in  the  corners  of  the  room  if  she 
looked  round. 

She  believed  as  surely  as  the  praying  man  and 
the  servant  girl  whimpering  on  her  knees,  and  the 
rest  of  the  company,  that  Satan  himself  was  danc- 
ing on  the  slates  and  shouting  in  the  storm.  But 
Isabella  was  afraid  of  something  which  had  no 
name,  something  which  dwelt  in  her  own  mind 
through  nights  and  days,  in  an  odd  shadow  cast  on 
the  wall  or  in  the  creaking  furniture  when  she  was 
alone. 

It  is  the  story  of  this  highly  strung,  nervous  girl 
and  her  bonny  sister  Kate  that  this  book  sets  out 
to  tell.  It  was  the  Laird  of  Turnhousclee  who  rode 
through  the  storm  on  that  wild  night.  He  heard 
a  tile  rattle  from  the  roof  just  as  he  pushed  open 
the  Manse  gate,  and  he  f>eered  in  at  the  uncur- 
tained window  with  curiosity  and  disgust. 

"At  it  again — exorcising  the  devil,"  he  thought. 
"  Ay,  and  yon  snivelling  fellow  from  Glencorse  at 
it,  too  .  .  .  and  wee  Isa.  Oh,  it's  outrageous. 
She's  shaking  from  head  to  foot.  Yes,  I'll  do  it 
this  night." 

She  was  a  slight  thing,  and  the  straight  lines  of 
her  faded  muslin,  cut  in  the  style  of  some  ten 
years  back,  without  a  flounce  to  grace  it,  made 
her  seem  smaller.  Hope  Wedderburn  marked  her 
uncertainty,  and  her  nervous  fingers,  and  the 
broken  places  in  her  little  strapped  shoes. 

In  spite  of  the  minister's  opposition  to  his 
demand  for  his  daughter,  he  found  an  oppvortunity 
to  be  alone  with  the  girl. 

"  Isa,  will  you  marry  me,  dearie?  "  he  asked. 
"  I'm  very  fond  of  you.  I've  always  been  fond  of 
you.  I  would  like  it  fine  if  you  would  be  my 
wife." 

It  was  but  chivalrous  pity  that  moved  him,  but 
the  girl  was  too  unsophisticated  to  suspect  the 
truth. 


*  By  Christine  Orr.    (Hodder  &  Stoughton.) 


Hope  Wedderburn  was  the  one  kind,  sure  thing 
in  her  universe  at  that  moment,  the  only  familiar 
thing  that  was  not  associated  with  fear.  He  was 
literally  to  her  a  thing. 

Her  nervous  fears  that  evening  were  added  to  by 
the  return  of  an  almost  stranger  sister  who  had 
lived  abroad  and  in  Edinburgh,  and  whose  ways 
and  outlook  would  so  differ  from  her  own. 

But  Kate  proved  as  charming  as  she  was  bonnie, 
and  took  the  frightened  Isa  at  once  to  her  heart 
and  championed  her  cause,  although  it  was  a 
strange,  disheartening  life  for  the  girl  to  return  to 
after  a  life  full  of  colour  and  movement. 

"  Isa,"  she  said,  "you're  always  safe  with  me, 
mind  that !  As  for  Hope,  we'll  have  a  braw  wed- 
ding of  it  yet.  Oh,  trust  Kate  for  that.  Papa 
loves  you,  too,  in  his  way,  and  we'll  get  round  him 
and  all  be  very  happy." 

Kate  made  her  plans.  She  would  be  the  demure, 
the  capable  elder.  Isabella,  who  had  not  a  rag  to 
wear,   should  have  her  new  white  muslins. 

It  was  inevitable  that  such  a  timid,  nervous 
creature  as  Isa  should  be  unable  to  hold  a  man  like 
Hope  Wedderburn,  with  bonny  sparkling  Kate 
always  in  the  foreground,  and  it  was  not  long 
before  a  mutual  avowal  of  lo\e  was  wrung  from 
them. 

Isa  was  forgotten  in  those  first  few  moments. 

"  Oh,  how  happy  I  am,"  she  said.  "  I  think  I 
never  was  happy  before  this." 

"  My  dear,"  he  said,  "  has  it  been  as  bad  as 
all  that?  " 

A  great  deal  of  water  flows  under  the  bridge 
before  Hope  and  Kate  can  honourably  come  to- 
gether. 

Isa's  tragic  end,  and  Kate's  devotion  to  her,  are 
well   told. 

The  chapter  in  which  Sir  Walter  Scott  figures  at 
a  tea-party  and  discusses  his  own  works  with  Hope 
\\^edderburn   should   interest  our  readers. 

Isa's  character  is  an  interesting  psychological 
study,  and  its  intricacies  are  well  worked  out.  It 
was  well  that  merciful  death  called  her  early. 

H.  H. 


COMING    EVENTS. 

June  28th. — Combined  Hospital  Appeal.  Prin- 
cess Mary's  Ball,  Albert  Hall,  S.W. 

June  2gth. — Garden  Fete,  Guy's  Hospital  ; 
arranged  by  the  G.H.  Ladies'  Association.  3  to  9 
p.m. 

June  ^oih. — Royal  British  Nurses'  Association. 
Annual  Meeting.  Her  Royal  Highness,  Princess 
Christian,  the  President,  will  preside.  194,  Queen's 
Gate,  S.W.     5.30  p.m. 

July  8th. — General  Meeting  League  of  St. 
Bartholomew's  Hospital  Nurses,  Clinical  Theatre. 
Social  Gathering,  Great  Hall,  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital,  E.C.     3  p.m. 

July  12th. — The  Lady  Mayoress  "  At  Home  "  to 
the  Territorial  Army  Nursing  Service,  City  and 
County  of  London,  Mansion  House,  E.C.  9  to  11 
p.m.     Decorations. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Whilst  cordially  inviting  communications  upon 
all  Subjects  for  these  columns,  we  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  we  do  not  in  any  way 
hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents. 

SURFACE  NURSING. 
To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  or  Nursing. 
Dear  Madam, — I  think  nothing  can  demonstrate 
to  the  public  more  effectively  the  absurd  manner 
in  which  nurse  students  are  treated  than  your 
"  Echo,"  of  last  week,  on  Miss  Millicent  Ash- 
down's  report  to  the  Paddington  Guardians. 
The  appearance  and  smell  of  a  candidate  for 
examination  is  surely  not  an  Examiner's  business, 
and  I  have  never  heard  of  a  male  Examiner 
giving  or  withholding  marks  in  an  examination 
in  the  theory  and  practice  of  nursing  for  any 
such  reasons.  How  many  marks  would  be 
deducted  if  a  nurse  smelt  of  tobacco — as  the 
majority  of  medical  students  do  ?  Or  for  the 
heinous  crime  of  powdering  her  nose  ?  The  con- 
dition of  a  nurse's  hands  should  be  noted,  because 
she  "  nurses  "  with  them,  and  of  course  she  should 
be  neat  and  clean  ;  but,  surely,  as  you  say,  these 
details  should  be  part  of  the  training,  and  it 
should  be  the  province  of  matron  or  sister-tutor 
to  inculcate  these  virtues  if  pupils  fail  in  them 
instinctively. 

But  no  Examiner  has  the  right  to  deduct 
marks  in  a  theoretical  or  practical  examination 
on  nursing  because  a  nurse  uses  scent. 

Personally,  I  found  the  use  of  Eau  de  Cologne 
and  lavender  water  most  refreshing,  especially 
when  nursing  malodorous  patients,  and  thankfully 
laved  my  face  with  them  and  inhaled  both.  Many 
girls  are  very  susceptible  to  stinks,  and  endure  a 
real  martyrdom  when  emptying  bed-pans,  spit- 
toons, and  cleansing  septic  cases ;  many's  the  time 
I  have  retired  to  be  sick. 

Let  us  hope  the  G.N.C.  wUl  not  tolerate  such 
childish  treatment  of  nurse  students  when  we 
have  the  one  portal  State  Exam. 

If  anyone  is  in  favour  of  such  fussy  nonsense, 
may  we  have  a  list  of  things  which  will  deprive  us 
of  marks  in  the  State  Exam.  Presumably  the  use 
of  (i)  scent,  (2)  scented  soap,  (3J  scented  bath 
salts,  (4)  sachets,  (5)  tobacco,  (6)  hair-wash,  (7) 
dentrifrice,  (8)  papier  poudree,  would  land  one  at 
the  bottom  of  the  list— even  if  one  scrambled 
through.  And  yet  all  my  private  patients  who 
can  afford  them  use  these  toilet  accessories  every 
day — and  are  much  nicer  to  live  with  in  con- 
sequence. Yours  truly. 

One  Who  Understands  Surface  Nursing. 

DISTINCTIVE   LETTERS  FOR  NURSES. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  British  Journal  of  Nursing. 
Madam, — It  seems  extremely  desirable  that  the 
nursing  profession  should  realise  the  significance 
of  certain  recent  proposals  of  the  Registration 
Committee  of  the  General  Nursing  Council.  This 
Committee  considers  it  essential  that  there  should 
be  distinctive  letters  for  nurses  on  the  general 


and  supplementary  parts  of  the  Register.  It  is 
suggested  that  the  letters  S.R.N.  (State  Registered 
Nurse)  be  used  by  the  general  nurse ;  R.M.N. 
(Registered  Mental  Nurse)  by  the  mental  nurse; 
R.C.N,  by  the  registered  sick  children's  nurse  ; 
and  R.F.N,  by  the  fever  nurses  ;  the  letters  to 
be  worn  on  shoulder  straps  on  the  uniform. 

As  soon  as  the  meaning  of  these  symbols  becomes 
generally  known,  any  patient  recovering  from  an 
acute  infective  fever,  who  seeks  a  health  resort 
accompanied  by  her  nurse,  will  have  the  nature 
of  her  late  malady  revealed  to  the  unsympathetic 
eyes  of  the  hotel  keeper  and  his  guests ;  while 
patients  suffering  ailments  of  a  mental  or  nervous 
character  will  bear  with  them  in  public,  whenever 
a  uniformed  nurse  accompanies  them,  diagnostic 
information  from  which  we  may  safely  assume  the 
worst  possible  inference  will  be  drawn  by  all  who 
see  it.  It  would  be  superfluous  to  enlarge  on  the 
feelings  likely  to  be  in  the  minds  of  the  nurses  thus 
labelled,  and  in  that  of  the  public,  should  this  ill- 
advised  proposal  ever  be  carried  into  effect. 
Yours  faithfully, 

M.  C.  Walshe, 
Manager,  Mental  Nurses'  Association. 

8,  Hinde  Street,  Manchester  Square,  W. 
REPLIES     TO    CORRESPONDENTS. 

To  Miss  E.  B.  Kingsjord  and  Others. — The 
letters  you  mention  were  not  read  at  the  meeting 
of  the  General  Nursing  Council  on  June  i6th. 
We  know  nothing  of  them.  Enquire  at  the  Office, 
12,  York  Gate,  Regent's  Park,  London,  N.W. 


NOTICE. 

To  Nurses  about  to  Register. 

Nurses  who  wish  their  names  to  be  inserted 
in  the  first  issue  of  the  State  Register  must  send 
in  their  Application  Forms  at  once,  and  those 
nurses  whose  applications  have  been  in  the  office 
for  some  time  and  who  have  received  no  intimation 
that  they  have  been  registered,  should  ask  for 
information,  as  names  should  be  submitted  to 
the  Council  in  strict  rotation. 

No  nurse  who  has  not  been  registered  by  October 
I  St  next  will  be  eligible  to  vote  for  the  Direct 
Nurse  Representatives  at  the  forthcoming  election, 
so  that  there  is  no  time  to  lose  if  a  nurse  wishes  to 
exercise  her  professional  franchise. 

Forms  should  be  carefully  filled  in  and  the 
names  given  for  reference  from  persons  who  have 
agreed  to  supply  them. 

WHERE     TO     REGISTER. 

Apply  for  Application  Form  to  the  Registrar  :  — 

England  and  Wales — ■12.  York  Gate,  Regent's 
Park,  London,  N.W. 

Scotland — 13,  Melville  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Ireland — 33,  St.  Stephen's  Green,  Dublin. 

OUR  PRIZE  COMPETITION  QUESTIONS. 

July  ist. — What  do  you  understand  by  endo- 
carditis ?  What  are  the  early  and  later  symptoms  ? 
What  are  the  chief  nursing  points  ? 

July  8th. — What  is  aneurysm  of  the  aorta  ? 
Mention  the  principal  symptoms.  State  the 
general  mode  of  treatment  and  management. 
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THe   Midwife. 


THE  CLAPHAM  MATERNITY  HOSPITAL. 

Miss  Aldrich  Blake,  M.D.,  M.S.,  presided  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Clapham  Maternity  Hospital 
on  June  15th,  always  a  very  interesting  gathering, 
both  because  the  finances  of  the  hospital  are  so 
admirably  managed,  and  cheery  mothers  and 
happy  babies — taught  to  appreciate  a  maximum  of 
fresh  air  and  sunshine — evidently  respond  to  the 
care  lavished  upon  them.  The  training  school 
for  midwives  and  monthly  nurses  also  turns  out 
many  pupils  well-equipped  for  the  responsibilities 
of  those  who  act  as  the  guardians  of  the  race  at 
the  portals  of  life. 

MATERNITY    CONDITIONS    IN     INDIA. 

Dr.  Margaret  I.  BaHour,  M.B.Edin.,  W.M.S.I., 
writing  in  the  Lancet,  says  it  is  difficult  for  dwellers 
in  European  countries  to  realise  the  amount  of 
suffering  endured  by  Indian  women  in  childbirth, 
and  the  extent  to  which  this  is  responsible  after- 
wards for  poor  health,  gynrecological  trouble,  and 
high  infant  mortality.  Labour  in  India  is  not 
unusually  difficult.  Probably  in  normal  circum- 
stances it  is  easier  and  more  rapid  than  in  European 
countries.  But  in  many  parts  serious  abnormaU- 
ties  are  common,  and  in  every  part,  owing  to  the 
uncleanly  and  unhygienic  practices  which  accom- 
pany labour,  normal  cases  become  abnormal. 
Osteomalacia  is  frequent  in  certain  parts  of  the 
country,  but  is  never  found  in  others.  The  reason 
for  this  distribution  would  make  a  fascinating  sub- 
ject for  research,  and  it  is  strange  that  the  Indian 
Research  Fund  has  not  done  more  to  elucidate 
information  in  a  matter  of  such  acute  importance 
to  a  large  part  of  the  population  of  India.  The 
frequency  of  eclampsia  in  some  parts  of  India  is 
another  fact  worthy  of  note  which  would  probably 
repay  skilled  investigation. 

The  Prevalence  of  Puerperal  Sepsis. 
Septic  infection  in  aU  its  forms  is  rampant.  This 
is  not  surprising  seeing  that  nearly  all  the  mid- 
wifery practice  of  the  country  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
indigenous  dais,  who,  are  as  a  class,  untrained  and 
illiterate.  In  most  parts  of  the  country  the  pro- 
fession is  an  hereditary  one,  the  older  women 
handing  on  their  practices  to  their  daughters  or 
daughters-in-law.  They  are  mostly  low  caste  and 
of  uncleanly  habits,  which  is  consistent  with  the 
Hindu  belief  that  labour  is  an  uncleanly  affair. 
Like  most  Indian  women  they  wear  numerous 
silver  rings  and  silver  or  glass  bangles  which  are 
not  removed  while  at  work.  Experiment  has 
shown  that  from  the  rings  especially  abundant 
colonies  of  staphylococci  can  be  grown.  Their 
clothes  are  seldom  washed,  and  although  they 
remove  most  of  their  clothes  when  conducting  a 
case  of  labour,  their  persons  are  equally  filthy. 
When  a  woman  begins  to  suffer  from  the  sjnntoms 
of  puerperal  sepsis  her  dai  examines  her,  and  inserts 
some  plugs  of  filth  in  the  vagina.     If  relief  does  not 


speedily  follow  other  dais  are  called  in,  all  examine, 
cleanse  their  hands  perfunctorily,  and  go  away  to 
attend  normal  cases.  It  is  not  surprising  that  on 
occasion  80  per  cent,  of  the  labour  cases  in  a  town 
have  been  attacked  with  puerperal  sepsis. 

The  Training  of  Midwives. 

There  is  no  recognised  standard  for  midwives 
training  in  India.  Recently  most  of  the  Provinces 
have  started  State  Medical  Boards  which  hold 
examinations  for  midwives.  This  is  a  step  for- 
ward, but  it  will  not  be  productive  of  much  good 
until  measures  are  taken  for  inspecting  the  work 
of  the  passed  and  registered  midwives,  and  punish- 
ing such  as  deliberately  refrain  from  carrying  out 
instructions  given.  Trained  midwives  frequently 
have  stipends  from  municipalities,  but  although  I 
have  seen  much  of  their  work  I  have  not  so  far 
come  across  one  midwife  who  has  been  given  rules 
to  be  followed  in  her  practice,  or  one  place  where 
efforts  have  been  made  to  see  that  she  makes  some 
attempt  to  carry  out  her  duties. 

The  Victoria  Memorial  Scholarships  Fund  was 
founded  18  years  ago  with  the  object  of  improving 
the  indigenous  dai  class.  With  an  income  of  little 
over  ;^2,ooo  a  year  it  has  done  something  in  an 
experimental  way,  and  has  for  some  years  past 
concentrated  all  efforts  on  public  propaganda  and 
the  endeavour  to  secure  the  registration  and  super- 
vision of  the  indigenous  dai.  But  it  should  be 
recognised  that  a  small  charitable  association  with 
insufficient  funds,  until  recently  under  lay  control, 
cannot  carry  out  the  gigantic  task  of  reorganising 
the  midwifery  practice  of  a  country  like  India. 
The  great  obstacle  to  modern  progress  is  ignorance 
on  the  part  of  the  people,  and  this  the  Government, 
with  its  newly  reformed  Public  Health  Department, 
is  now  in  a  position  to  combat.  But,  since  men 
are  in  almost  all  cases  debarred  from  attending 
labour  cases  and  penetrating  into  the  zenanas,  a 
medical  woman  should  be  appointed  to  assist  the 
Commissioner  for  PubUc  Health,  and  to  organise 
measures  for  co-ordinating  existing  agencies  and 
forming  public  opinion  throughout  the  country. 
»■ 

BABIES    OF    THE    EMPIRE. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Mothercraft  Training 
Society  (Babies  of  the  Empire),  29,  Trebovir  Road, 
Earl's  Court,  S.W.5,  shows  that  it  is  carrying  on 
a  good  work  (a)  in  Mothercraft  Training,  (b)  in 
Propaganda,  (c)  out-patient  department,  and  in 
all  three  of  these  directions  there  is  much  useful 
work  to  be  done. 

Mothercraft  training  is  given  (i)  to  fully-quaUfied 
nurses  (a  three  months'  course),  (2)  to  certified 
midwives  (a  four-six  months'  course),  (3)  to 
previously  untrained  women  and  girls  (one  year's 
course),  (4)  to  young  mothers,  expectant  mothers, 
and  girJs  about  to  marry,  for  whom  simple,  short 
and  practical  courses  in  Mothercraft,  accompanied  ^ 
by  demonstrations,  are  arranged  at  regular  ■' 
intervals. 
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